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LIFE  or  PLUTAECH. 


As,  in  the  progress  of  life,  we  first  pass  through  scenes  of  innocence, 
peace,  and  fancy,  and  afterwards  encounter  the  disorders  of  society,  so 
we  shall  here  amuse  ourselves  awhile  in  the  peaceful  solitude  of  the 
philosopher,  before  we  proceed  to  those  more  animated,  but  less  pleas- 
ing objects  he  describes. 

Nor  will  the  view  of  a  philosopher's  life  be  less  instructive  than  his 
labors.  If  the  latter  teach  us  how  great  vices,  accompanied  with  great 
abilities,  may  tend  to  the  ruin  of  a  state;  if  they  inform  us  how  Ambi- 
tion attended  with  magnanimity,  how  Avarice  directed  by  political 
sagacity,  how  Envy  and  Revenge  armed  with  personal  valor  and  pop- 
ular support,  will  destroy  the  most  sacred  establishments,  and  break 
through  every  barrier  of  human  repose  and  safety;  the  former  will 
convince  us  that  equanimity  is  more  desirable  than  the  highest  priv- 
ileges of  mind,  and  that  the  most  distinguished  situations  in  life  are 
less  to  be  envied  than  those  quiet  allotments,  where  Science  is  the 
support  of  Virtue. 

Pindar  and  Epaminondas  had,  long  before  Plutarch's  time,  re- 
deemed, in  some  measure,  the  credit  of  Boeotia,  and  rescued  the  in- 
habitants of  that  country  from  the  proverbial  imputation  of  stupidity. 
When  Plutarch  appeared,  he  confirmed  the  reputation  it  had  re- 
covered. He  showed  that  genius  is  not  the  growth  of  any  particular 
soil  ;  and  that  its  cultivation  requires  no  peculiar  qualities  of  climate. 

Chaeronea,  a  town  in  Jfoeotia,  between  Phocis  and  Attica,  had  the 
honor  to  give  him  birth.  'ITiis  place  was  remarkable  for  nothing  but 
the  tameness  and  servility  of  its  inhabitants,  whom  Anthony's  soldiers 
made  beasts  of  burthen,  and  obliged  to  carry  their  corn  upon  their 
shoulders  to  the  coast.  As  it  lay  between  two  seas,  and  was  partly 
shut  up  by  mountains,  the  air,  of  course,  was  heavy,  and  truly  Boeo- 
tian.  But  situations  as  little  favored  by  natixre  as  Chseronea  have 


Viii  LIFE  OF  PLUTAUCIl. 

given  birth  to  the  greatest  men  ;  of  which  tlie  celebrated  Locke  and 
mail}'  others  are  instances. 

Plutarch  himself  acknowledges  the  stupidity  of  the  Boeotians  in 
general  :  but  he  imputes  it  rather  to  their  diet  than  to  their  air;  for, 
in  his  Treatise  on  Animal  Food,  he  intimates,  that  a  gross  indulgence 
in  that  article,  which  was  usual  with  his  countrymen,  contributes 
greatly  to  obscure  the  intellectual  faculties. 

It  is  not  easy  to  ascertain  in  what  year  he  was  born.  Euauld  places 
it  about  the  middle  of  the  reign  of  Claudius  ;  others,  towards  the  end  of 
it.  The  following  circumstance  is  the  only  foundation  they  have  for 
tlieir  conjectures. 

Plutarch  says,  that  he  studied  philosophy  under  Ammonius,  at 
Delphi,  when  Kero  made  nis  progress  into  Greece.  This,  we  know, 
wasin  the  twelfth  year  of  that  Emperor's  reign,  in  the  consulship  of 
Paulinus  Suetonius  and  Pontius  Telesinus,  the  second  year  of  the 
Olympiad  211,  and  the  sixty-sixth  of  the  Christian  era.  Dacier  ob- 
serves that  Plutarch  must  have  been  seventeen  or  eighteen  at  least, 
when  he  was  engaged  in  the  abstruse  studies  of  philosophy  ;  and  he, 
therefore,  fixes  his  birth  about  five  or  six  years  before  the  death  of 
Claudius.  This,  however,  is  bare  supposition  and  that,  in  our  opinion, 
not  of  the  most  probable  kind.  The  youth  of  Greece  studied  under  the 
philosophers  very  early  ;  for  their  works,  with  those  of  the  poets  and 
rhetoricians,  formed  their  chief  course  of  discipline. 

But  to  determine  whether  he  was  born  under  the  reign  of  Claudius, 
or  in  the  early  part  of  Nero's  reign  (which  we  the  rather  believe,  as  he 
says  himself  that  he  was  very  young  when  Nero  entered  Greece)  ;  to 
make  it  clearly  understood,  whether  he  studied  at  Delphi  at  ten,  or  at 
eighteen  years  of  age,  is  of  much  less  consequence  than  it  is  to  know 
by  what  means,  and  under  what  auspices,  he  acquired  that  humane 
and  rational  philosophy  which  is  distinguished  in  his  works . 

Ammonius  was  his  preceptor;  but  of  him  we  know  little  more  than 
what  his  scholar  has  accidentally  let  fall  concerning  him.  He  men- 
tions a  singular  instance  of  his  manner  of  correcting  his  pupils. 

"  Our  master  (says  he)  having  one  day  observed  that  we  had  indulged 
ourselves  too  luxuriously  at  dinner,  at  his '  afternoon  lecture  ordered 
his  freedman  to  give  his  own  son  the  discipline  of  the  whip,  in  our 
presence  ;  signifying,  at  the  same  time,  that  he  suffered  this  punish- 
ment because  he  could  not  eat  his  victuals  without  sauce.  The  philos- 
opher all  the  while  had  his  eye  upon  us,  and  we  knew  well  for  whom 
this  example  of  punishment  was  intended."  This  circumstance  shows, 
at  least,  that  Ammonius  was  not  of  the  school  of  Epicurus.  The 
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Beverity  of  his  discipline,  iiuleod,  seems  rather  of  the  Stoic  cast ;  t)ut  it 
is  most  probable  that  he  belonged  to  the  Academicians  ;  "ioT  their 
schools,  at  that  time,  had  the  greatest  reputation  in  Greece. 

It  was  a  happy  circumstance  in  the  discipline  of  those  schools,  that 
the  parent  only  had  the  power  of  corporal  punishment  ;  the  rod  and 
the  ferule  were  snatclied  from  the  hand  of  the  petty  tyrant  ;  his  office 
alone  was  to  inform  the  mind  ;  he  had  no  authority  to  dastardize  the 
spirit  ;  he  had  no  power  to  extinguisli  the  generous  flame  ol  freedom, 
or  to  break  down  the  noble  independency  of  soul,  by  the  slavish,  de- 
basing, and  degrading  application  of  the  rod.  This  mode  of  punish- 
ment in  our  public  schools  is  one  of  the  worst  remains  oi  barbarism 
that  prevails  among  us.  Sensible  minds,  however  volatile  and  inatten- 
tive in  early  years,  may  be  drawn  to  their  duty  by  many  means,  which 
shame,  and  fears  of  a  more  liberal  nature  than  those  of  corporal  pun- 
ishment, will  supply.  Where  there  is  but  little  sensioility,  the  effect 
which  that  mode  of  punishment  produces  is  not  more  happy.  It  de- 
stroys that  little  ;  though  it  should  be  the  first  care  and  labor  of  the 
preceptor  to  increase  it.  To  beat  the  body  is  to  debase  the  mind. 
Xothing  so  soon,  or  so  totally,  abolishes  the  sense  of  shame  ;  and  yet 
that  sense  is  at  once  the  best  preservative  of  virtue,  and  the  greatest 
incentive  to  every  species  of  excellence. 

Another  principal  advantage,  which  the  ancient  mode  of  the  Greek 
education  gave  its  pupils,  was  their  early  access  to  every  branch  of 
philosophical  learning.  They  did  not,  like  us,  employ  their  youth  in 
the  acquisition  of  words  ;  they  were  engaged  in  pursuits  of  a  higher 
nature,  in  acquiring  the  knowledge  of  things.  They  did  not,  like  us, 
spend  seven  or  ten  years  of  scholastic  labor,  in  making  a  general  ac- 
quaintance with  two  dead  languages.  Those  years  were  employed  in 
the  study  of  nature,  and  in  gaining  the  elements  of  philosophical 
knowledge  from  her  original  economy  and  laws.  Hence  all  that 
Dacier  has  observed  concerning  the  probability  of  Plutarch's  being 
seventeen  or  eighteen  years  of  age  when  he  studied  under  Ammonius 
is  without  the  least  weight. 

The  way  to  mathematical  and  philosophical  knowledge  was,  indeed, 
much  more  easy  among  the  ancient  Greeks  than  it  can  ever  be  with  us. 
Those  and  every  other  science  are  bound  up  in  terms  which  we  can 
never  understand  precisely,  till  we  become  acquainted  with  the  lan- 
guages from  which  they  are  derived.  Plutarch,  when  he  learned  the  Ro- 
man language,  which  was  not  till  he  was  somewhat  advanced  in  life, 
observed  that  he  got  the  knowledge  of  words  from  his  knowledge  of 
tilings.    But  we  lie  under  the  necessity  of  reversing  his  method  ;  and 
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before  we  can  arrive  at  the  knowledge  of  things,  we  must  first 

obtain  tlie  knowlcdsjeof  words.  ^     „  „„ 

•        without  the  ao- 

However,  though  the  Greeks  had  access  to  science  wi  atten 
quisition  of  other  languages,  they  were,  nevertheless,  suttic 
tive  to  the  cultivation  of  their  own.    Philology,  after  the  mathematics 
and  philosophy,  was  one  of  their  principal  studies  ;  and  t  ley  app  le 
themselves  considerably  to  critical  investigation.  . 

A  proof  of  this  we  find  in  that  Dissertation  which  Plutarch  hath  given 
us  on  the  word  ec,  engraved  on  the  Temple  of  Apollo  at  Delphi.  In 
this  tract  he  introduces  tlie  scholastic  disputes,  wherein  he  makes  a 
principal  figure.  After  giving  us  the  various  significations  which  others 
assigned  to  this  word,  he  adds  his  own  idea  of  it ;  and  that  is  of  some 
consequence  to  us,  because  it  shows  us  that  he  was  not  a  polytheist. 
"  e(,  says  he,  Thou  art ;  as  if  it  were  ei  ev,  Thou  art  one.  I  mean  not  in 
the  aggregate  sense,  as  we  say,  one  army,  or  one  body  of  men,  composed 
of  many  individuals  ;  but  that  which  exists  distinctly  must  necessarily 
be  one;  and  the  very  idea  of  Being  implies  individuality.  One  is  that 
which  is  a  simple  Being,  free  from  mixture  and  composition.  To  be 
one,  therefore,  in  this  sense,  is  consistent  only  with  a  nature  entire  in 
its  first  principle,  and  incapable  of  alteration  or  decay." 

So  far  we  are  perfectly  satisfied  with  Plutarch's  creed,  but  not  with 
his  criticism.  To  suppose  that  the  word  et  should  signify  the  existence 
of  one  God  only,  is  to  hazard  too  much  upon  conjecture ;  and  the  whole 
tenor  of  the  Heathen  theology  makes  against  it. 

Nor  can  we  be  better  pleased  with  the  other  interpretations  of  this 
celebrated  word.  We  can  never  suppose  that  it  barely  signifies  if ;  inti- 
mating thereby,  that  the  business  of  those  who  visited  the  temple  was 
inquiry,  and  that  they  came  to  ask  the  Deity  i/such  events  should  come 
to  pass.  This  construction  is  too  much  forced  ;  and  it  would  do  as 
well,  or  even  better,  were  the  ci  interpreted,  if  you  make  large  presents 
to  the  God,  if  you  pay  the  priest. 

Were  not  this  inscription  an  object  of  attention  among  the  learned, 
we  should  not,  at  this  distant  period  of  time,  have  thought  it  worth 
mentioning,  otherwise  than  as  it  gives  us  an  idea  of  one  branch  of  Plu- 
tarch's  education.  But  as  a  single  word,  inscribed  on  the  Temple  of 
Apollo  at  Delphi,  cannot  but  be  a  matter  of  curiosity  with  those  AVho 
carry  their  inquiries  into  remote  antiquity,  we  shall  not  scruple  to  add 
one  more  to  the  other  conjectures  concerning  it 

We  will  suppose,  then,  that  the  word  was  here  used  in  the  Ionic 
dialect,  for  cide,  I  wish.    This  perfectly  expressed  ti,^   ..I      ,    .   ,  . 

iw^  I  J  4.T,  t      1  u    •       \.  ^  state  of  mind  of 

all  that  entered  the  temple  on  the  business  of  consnitcf : 

"iiauiiation;  and  it  might 
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be  no  less  emphatical  in  the  Greek  than  Virgil's  Quanquam  0  /  was 
in  tlie  Latin.  If  we  carry  this  conjecture  farther,  and  think  it  prob- 
able, that  this  word  might,  as  the  initial  word  of  a  celebrated  line  in  the 
third  book  of  the  Odyssey,  stand  there  to  signify  the  whole  line,  we 
shall  reach  a  degree  of  probability  almost  bordering  on  certainty.  The 
verse  we  allude  to  is  this  : — 

Et  yap  e/«)t  yocrffrjvSe  Seoi.  Swamv  TrapaOuev  I 

"  O  that  the  Gods  would  empower  me  to  obtain  my  wishes  !"  What 
prayer  more  proper  on  entering  the  temples  of  the  Gods,  particularly 
with  the  view  of  consulting  them  on  the  events  of  life. 

If  it  should  be  thought  that  the  initial  word  is  insufficient  to  represent 
a  whol6  verse,  we  have  to  answer,  that  it  was  agreeable  to  the  custom  of 
the  ancients.  They  not  only  conveyed  the  sense  of  particular  verses  by 
their  initial  words,  but  frequently  of  large  passages  by  the  quotation  of 
a  single  line,  or  even  of  half  a  line  ;  some  instances  of  which  occur  in 
the  following  Lives.  The  reason  of  this  is  obvious.  The  works  of  their 
best  poets  were  almost  universally  committed  to  memory  ;  and  the 
smallest  quotation  was  sufficient  to  convey  the  sense  of  a  whole  passage. 

These  observations  are  matters  of  mere  curiosity,  indeed  ;  but  they 
have  had  their  use  ;  for  they  have  naturally  pointed  out  to  us  another 
instance  of  the  excellence  of  that  education  which  formed  our  young 
philosopher. 

This  was  the  improvement  of  the  memory,  by  means  of  exercise. 

Mr.  Locke  has  justly,  though  obviously  enough,  observed,  that  noth- 
ing so  much  strengthens  this  faculty  as  the  employment  of  it. 

The  Greek  mode  of  education  must  have  had  a  wonderful  effect  in 
this  case.  The  continual  exercise  of  the  memory,  in  laying  up  the 
treasures  of  their  poets,  the  precepts  of  the  philosophers,  and  the  prob- 
lems of  their  mathematicians,  must  have  given  it  that  mechanical  power 
of  retention,  which  nothing  could  easily  escape.  Thus  Pliny*  tells  us 
of  a  Greek  called  Charmidas,  who  could  repeat  from  memory  the  con- 
tents of  the  largest  library. 

The  advantages  Plutarch  derived  from  this  exercise  appear  in  every 
part  of  his  work.  As  the  writings  of  poets  lived  in  his  memory,  they 
were  ready  for  use  and  application  on  every  apposite  occasion.  They 
were  always  at  hand,  either  to  confirm  the  sentiments  and  justify  the 
principles  of  his  heroes,  to  support  his  own,  or  to  illustrate  both. 

By  the  aid  of  a  cultivated  memory,  too,  he  was  enabled  to  write  a 
number  of  contemporary  Lives,  and  to  assign  to  each  such  a  portion  of 

*  Hist.  Nat.  lib.  vii.  cap.  24. 
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business  in  tlic  general  transaetions  of  tlie  times,  as  miglit  be  sufficient 
to  delineate  the  charaeter,  without  repeated  details  of  the  same  actions 
and  negotiations.  This  made  a  very  difficult  part  of  his  work  ;  and  he 
acquitted  himself  here  with  great  management  and  address.  Some- 
times, indeed,  he  has  repeated  the  same  circumstances  in  contemporary 
lives  ;  but  it  was  hardly  avoidable.  The  great  wonder  is,  that  he  has 
done  it  so  seldom. 

But  though  an  improved  memory  might,  in  this  respect,  be  of  service 
to  him,  as  undoubtedly  it  was,  there  were  others  in  which  it  was  rather 
a  disadvantage.  By  trusting  too  much  to  it,  he  has  fallen  into  inaccura- 
cies and  inconsistencies,  where  he  was  prof essedly  drawing  from  preced- 
ing writers. 

If  Plutarch  might  properly  be  said  to  belong  to  any  sect  of  philoso- 
phers, his  education,  the  rationality  of  his  principles,  and  the  modesty 
of  his  doctrines,  would  incline  us  to  place  him  with  the  latter  academy. 
At  least,  when  he  left  his  master,  Ammonius,  and  came  into  society,  it 
is  more  than  probable  that  he  ranked  particularly  with  that  sect. 

His  writings,  however,  furnish  us  with  many  reasons  for  thinking, 
that  he  afterwards  became  a  citizeji  of  the  philosophical  world.  He  ap- 
pears to  have  examined  every  sect  with  a  calm  and  unprejudiced  atten- 
tion; to  have  selected  what  he  found  of  use  for  the  purposes  of  virtue 
and  happiness;  and  to  have  left  the  rest  for  the  portion  of  those  whose 
narrowness  of  mind  could  thiuk  either  science  or  felicity  confined  to 
any  denomination  of  men. 

From  the  Academicians  he  took  their  modesty  of  opinion,  and  left 
them  their  original  skepticism  :  he  borrowed  their  rational  theology, 
and  gave  up  to  them,  in  a  great  measure,  their  metaphysical  refine- 
ments, together  with  their  vain,  though  seductive,  enthusiasm. 

"With  the  Peripatetics,  he  walked  in  search  of  natural  science  and  of 
logic,  but,  satisfied  with  whatever  practical  knowledge  might  be  ac- 
quired, he  left  them  to  dream  over  the  hypothetical  part  of  the  former, 
and  to  chase  the  shadows  of  reason  through  the  mazes  of  the  latter. 

To  the  Stoics,  he  was  indebted  to  the  belief  of  a  particular  Provi- 
dence, but  he  could  not  enter  into  their  idea  of  future  rewards  and  pun- 
ishments. He  knew  not  how  to  reconcile  the  present  agency  of  the 
Supreme  Being  with  his  judicial  character  hereafter  ;  though  Theodoret 
tells  us,  he  had  heard  of  the  Christian  religion,  and  inserted  several  of 
its  mysteries  in  his  works.*  From  the  Stoics,  too,  he  borrowed  the 
doctrine  of  fortitude  ;  but  he  rejected  the  unnatural  foundation  on 

*  Nothing  of  Plutarch's  is  now  extant,  from  which  we  can  Infer  that  ha 
was  acquainted  with  the  Christian  religion. 
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•which  the.y  erected  that  virtue.  He  went  back  to  Socrates  for  pna- 
c'ples  whereon  to  rest  it. 

With  the  Epicureans  he  does  not  seem  to  have  had  much  intercourse, 
though  the  accommodating  philosophy  of  Aristippus  entered  frequently 
into  his  politics,  and  sometimes  into  the  general  economy  of  his  life. 
In  the  little  states  of  Greece  that  philosophy  had  not  much  to  do  ;  but 
had  it  been  adopted  in  the  more  v-  olent  measures  of  the  Eoman  Ad- 
ministration, our  celebrated  biographer  wo  ild  not  have  had  such  scenes 
of  blood  and  ruin  to  describe  ;  for  emulation,  prejudice,  and  opposi- 
tion, upon  whatever  principles  they  might  plead  their  apology,  first 
struck  out  the  fire  that  laid  the  commonwealth  in  ashes.  If  Plu- 
tarch borrowed  anything  more  from  Epicurus,  it  was  his  rational  idea 
of  enjoyment.  That  such  was  his  idea,  it  is  more  tlian  probable  ;  for 
it  is  impossible  to  believe  the  tales  tliat  the  Heathen  bigot  i  have  toM 
of  him,  or  to  suppose  that  the  cultivated  mind  of  a  philosopher  should 
pursue  its  happiness  out  of  the  temperate  order  of  nature.  His  irrelig- 
ious opinions  he  left  to  him,  as  he  had  left  to  the  other  sects  their  vani 
ties  and  absurdities. 

But  when  we  bring  him  to  llie  school  of  Pythagoras,  what  idea  shall 
we  entertain  of  him  ?  Shall  we  consiiler  him  any  longer  as  an  Academi- 
cian, or  as  a  citizen  of  the  philosophical  world  ?  Xaturally  benevolent 
and  humane,  he  finds  a  system  of  divinity  and  philosophy  perfectly 
adapted  to  his  natural  sentiments.  Tlie  whole  animal  creation  he  had 
originally  looked  upon  with  an  instructive  tenderness;  but  when  the 
amiable  Pythagoras,  the  priest  of  Xature,  in  defence  of  the  common 
privileges  of  her  creatures,  had  called  religion  into  tlieir  cause  ; — when 
he  sought  to  soften  the  cruelty  that  man  had  exercised  against  tliem, 
by  the  honest  art  of  insinuating  the  doctrine  of  transmigration,  how 
could  the  humane  and  benevolent  Plutarcli  refuse  to  serve  under  this 
priest  of  Nature.  It  was  impossible.  He  adopted  the  doctrine  of  the 
Metempsychosis.  He  entered  into  the  merciful  scheme  of  Pythagoras, 
and,  like  him,  diverted  the  cruelty  of  the  liuman  species,  by  appealing 
to  the  selfish  qualities  of  their  nature,  by  subduing  their  pride,  and  ex 
citing  their  sympathy,  while  he  showed  tliem  that  their  future  exist- 
ence might  be  the  condition  of  a  reptile. 

This  spirit  and  disposition  break  strongly  from  him  in  his  observa- 
tions on  the  elder  Cato.  And  as  nothing  can  exhibit  a  more  lively 
picture  of  him  than  these  paintings  of  his  own,  we  shall  not  scruple  tc 
introduce  them  here  :  "For  my  part,  I  cannot  but  charge  his  using  his 
servants  like  so  many  beasts  of  burden,  and  turning  tliem  off,  or  sell-- 
ing  them  when  they  grow  old,  to  the  account  of  a  mean  and  ungenep 
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oiis  spirit,  which  thinks  that  tho  sole  tie  between  man  and  man  is  in- 
terest or  necessity.  But  goodness  moves  in  a  larger  sphere  than  jus- 
tice. The  obligations  of  law  and  equity  reach  only  to  mankind,  but 
kindness  and  beneficence  should  be  extended  to  the  creatures  of  every 
species  ;  and  these  still  flow  from  the  breast  of  a  well-natured  man,  as 
streams  that  issue  from  the  living  fountain.  A  good  man  will  take 
care  of  his  horses  and  dogs,  not  only  while  they  are  young,  but  when 
old  and  past  service.  Thus  the  people  at  Athens,  when  they  had 
finished  the  Temple  called  Hecatompedon,  set  at  liberty  the  beasts  of 
burden  that  had  been  chiefly  employed  in  the  work,  suffering  them  to 
pasture  at  large,  free  from  any  other  service.  It  is  said,  that  one  of 
these  aft;erwar(ls  came  of  its  own  accord  to  work,  and  putting  itself  at 
the  head  of  the  laboring  cattle,  marched  before  them  to  the  citadel. 
This  pleased  the  people,  and  they  made  a  decree,  that  it  should  be  kept 
at  the  public  charge  so  long  so  it  lived.  The  graves  of  Cimon's  mares, 
with  which  he  thrice  conquered  at  the  Olympic  games,  are  still  to  be 
seen  near  his  own  tomb.  Many  have  shown  particular  marks  of  regard, 
in  burying  the  dogs  which  they  cherished  and  been  fond  of  ;  and 
amongst  the  rest,  Xantippus  of  old,  whose  dog  swam  by  the  side  of  his 
galley  to  Salamis,  when  the  Atlienians  were  forced  to  abandon  their 
city,  and  was  afterwards  buried  by  him  upon  a  promontory,  which  to 
this  day  is  called  the  Dog's  Grave.  We  certainly  ought  not  to  treat 
living  creatures  like  shoes  or  household  goods,  which,  when  worn  out 
with  use,  we  throw  away  ;  and  were  it  only  to  learn  benevolence  to 
liumankind,  we  should  be  merciful  to  other  creatures.  For  my  own 
part,  I  would  not  sell  even  an  old  ox  that  had  labored  for  me  ;  much 
less  would  I  remove  for  the  sake  of  a  little  money,  a  man  grown  old  in 
my  service,  from  his  usual  lodgings  and  diet  ;  for  to  him,  poor  man  ! 
ft  would  be  as  bad  as  banishment,  since  he  could  be  of  no  more  use  to 
the  buyer  than  he  was  to  the  seller.  But  Cato.  as  if  he  took  a  pride  in 
these  things,  tells  us,  that  when  consul,  he  left  liis  war-horse  in  Spain, 
to  save  the  public  the  charge  of  his  conveyance.  Whether  such  things 
as  these  are  instances  of  greatness  or  littleness  of  soul,  let  the  reader 
judge  for  himself." 

AVhat  an  amiable  idea  of  our  benevolent  philosopher  !  How  worthy 
the  instructions  of  the  priest  of  Nature  !  How  honorable  to  that  great 
master  of  truth  and  universal  science,  whose  sentiments  are  decisive  in 
every  doubtful  matter,  and  whose  maxims  were  received  with  silent 
conviction  !* 

WbeFefore  should  we  wonder  to  find  Plutarch  more  particularly  at* 
•  Yal.  Max.  lib.  viii.  cap.  15. 
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tached  to  the  opinions  of  this  great  man  ?  Whether  we  consider  the 
immensity  of  his  erudition,  or  the  benevolence  of  his  system,  tlie  mo- 
tives for  that  attachment  were  equally  powerful.  Pytliagoras  had  col- 
lected all  the  stores  of  human  learning,  and  had  reduced  them  into  one 
rational  and  useful  body  of  science.  Like  our  glorious  Bacon,  he  led 
Philosophy  forth  from  the  jargon  of  schools,  and  the  fopperies  of  sects. 
He  made  her  what  she  was  originally  designed  to  be,  the  handmaid  of 
Nature  !  friendly  to  her  creatures,  and  faithful  to  her  laws.  Whatever 
knowledge  could  be  gained  by  human  industry,  by  the  most  extensive 
inquiry  and  observation,  he  had  every  means  and  opportunity  to  ob« 
tain.  The  priests  of  Egypt  unfolded  to  him  their  mysteries  and  their 
learning  ;  they  led  him  through  the  records  of  the  remotest  antiquity, 
and  opened  all  those  stores  of  science  that  had  been  amassing  through 
a  multitude  of  ages.  The  Magi  of  Persia  co-coperated  with  the  priests 
of  Egypt  in  the  instruction  of  this  wonderful^philosopher.  They  taught 
him  those  higher  parts  of  Science,  by  which  they  were  themselves  so 
much  distinguished,  astronomy  and  the  system  of  the  universe.  The 
laws  of  moral  life,  and  the  institutions  of  civil  societies,  with  their 
several  excellences  and  defects,  he  learned  from  the  various  states  and 
establishments  of  Greece.  Thus  accomplished,  when  he  came  to  dis- 
pute in  the  Olympic  contests,  he  was  considered  as  a  prodigy  of  wisdom 
and  learning  ;  but  when  the  choice  of  his  title  was  left  to  him,  he 
modestly  declined  the  appellation  of  a  wine  man,  and  was  contented 
only  to  be  called  a  lover  of  wisdom.* 

Shall  not  Plutarch,  then,  meet  with  all  imaginable  indulgence,  if,  in 
his  veneration  for  this  great  man,  he  not  only  adopted  the  nobler  parts 
of  his  philosophy,  but  (what  he  had  avoided  with  regard  to  the  olher 
sects)  followed  him,  too,  in  his  errors  ?  Such,  in  particular,  was  his 
doctrine  of  dreams  !  to  which  our  biographer,  we  must  confess,  has 
paid  too  much  attention.  Yet  absolutely  to  condemn  him  for  this 
would,  perhaps,  be  hazarding  as  much  as  totally  to  defend  him.  We 
must  acknowledge,  with  the  elder  Pliny,  S!  exemplis  ayatur,  profecto 
paria  fiant  ;  t  or,  in  the  language  of  honest  Sir  Roger  de  Coverley, 
"  Much  may  be  said  on  both  sides."  However,  if  Pliny,  whose  com 
plaisance  for  the  credit  of  the  marvellous  in  particular  was  very  great, 
could  be  doubtful  about  this  matter,  we  of  little  faith  may  be  allowed 
to  be  more  so.  Yet  Plutarch,  in  his  Treatise  on  the  Oracles,  has  main- 
tained his  doctrine  by  such  powerful  testimonies,  that  if  any  regard  ia 
to  be  paid  to  his  veracity,  some  attention  should  be  given  to  his  opinion. 


»  VaL  Max.  lib.  viii.  cap.  7. 


t  Hist.  Nat.  lib.  x.  cap.  75. 
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Wo  shall  therefore  l."av.>  the  point,  where  Mr.  Addison  thought  pi"op^| 
to  leave  a  more  improbable  dortrine,  in  suspense. 

When  Zeno  consulted  the  oracle  in  what  manner  he  should  live,  th« 
tinswer  was,  that  he  should  inquire  of  the  dead.  Assiduous  and  indfiil 
fatigable  application  to  readint;  make  a  considerable  part  of  the  Greek 
education  ;  and  in  this  our  biogr  apher  seems  to  have  exerted  the  great- 
est industry.  The  number  of  books  he  has  quoted,  to  which  he  hai 
referred,  and  from  which  he  has  written,  seems  almost  incredible,  when 
it  is  considered,  that  the  art  of  printing  was  not  known  in  his  time  an! 
that  the  purchase  of  manuscripts  was  difficult  and  dear. 

His  family,  indeed,  was  not  witliout  wealth  ;  in  liis  Symposiacs,  he 
tells  us,  that  it  was  ancient  in  Chaeronea  :  and  that  his  ancestors  had 
been  invested  with  the  most  considerable  offices  in  the  magistracy.  He 
mentions  in  particular  his  great-grandfather,  Nicharchus,  whom  lie 
had  the  liappiness  of  knowing  ;  and  relates,  from  his  authority,  the 
misfortunes  of  his  fellow-citizens,  under  tlie  severe  discipline  of 
Anthony's  soldiers. 

His  grandfather,  Lamprias,  he  tells  us,  was  a  man  of  great  eloquence, 
and  of  a  brilliant  imagination.  He  was  distinguished  by  his  merit  as  a 
convivial  companion  ;  and  was  one  of  those  happy  mortals,  who,  when 
they  sacrifice  to  Bacchus,  are  favored  by  Mercury.  His  good-humor 
and  pleasantry  increased  with  his  cups  ;  and  he  used  to  say,  that  wine 
had  the  same  effect  upon  him  that  fire  had  on  incense,  which  causes  the 
finest  and  richest  essences  to  evaporate. 

Plutarch  has  mentioned  his  father  likewise  ;  but  has  not  given  us  Ms 
name  in  any  of  those  writings  that  are  come  down  to  us.  However, 
he  has  borne  honorable  testimony  to  his  memory  ;  for  he  tells  us,  that 
he  was  a  learned  and  a  virtuous  man,  well  acquainted  with  the  philos- 
ophy and  theology  of  his  time,  and  conversant  with  tlie  works  of  the 
Poets.    Plutarch,  in  his  Political  Precepts,  mentions  an  instance  of 
liis  fatlier's  discretion,  which  does  him  great  lionor.    "  I  remember," 
says  lie,  "  that  I  was  sent,  when  a  very  young  man,  along  with  another 
citizen  of  r;ii;eronea,  on  an  embassy  to  the  proconsul.    My  coUeagual 
being,  by  some  accident,  obliged  to  stop  in  the  way,  I  proceeded  with- 
out him,  and  executed  our  commission.    Upon  my  return  to  Chseronea, 
when  I  was  to  give  an  account  in  public  of  my  negotiation,  my  father, 
took  me  aside,  and  said.  My  son,  take  care  that  in  the  account  you  are 
about  to  give,  you  do  not  mention  yourself  distinctly,  but  jointly  witb- 
your  colleague.    Say  not,  I  went,  I  spoke,  I  e.ccruted  ;  but  we  went  we 
spake,  we  executed.    Thus,  tliough  your  colleague  was  incapable  o| 
attending  you,  he  will  share  in  the  honor  of  your  success,  as  well  as  in 


LlFTrUTTL  UTARCH. 


xvU 


that  of  your  appointment  ,  and  you  will  avoid  that  envy  which  neces- 
sarily fellows  all  arrogated  merit." 

Plutarch  had  two  brothers,  whose  names  were  Timon  and  Lamprias. 
These  were  his  associates  in  study  and  amusement ;  and  he  always 
speaks  of  them  with  pleasui-e  and  affection.  Of  Timon  in  particular 
he  says,  "  Though  Fortune  has,  on  many  occasions,  been  favorable 
to  me,  yet  I  have  no  obligations  to  her  so  great  as  the  enjoyment  of 
my  brother  Timon's  invariable  friendship  and  kindness."  Lamprias, 
too,  he  mentions  as  inheriting  the  lively  disposition  and  good-humor 
of  his  grandfather,  who  bore  the  same  name. 

Some  writers  have  asserted,  that  Plutarch  passed  into  Egypt.  Others 
allege,  that  there  is  no  authority  for  that  assertion  ;  and  it  is  true,  that 
we  have  no  written  record  concerning  it.  Nevertheless  we  incline  to 
believe  that  he  did  travel  into  that  country  ;  and  we  found  our  opinion 
on  the  following  reasons.  In  the  first  place,  this  tour  was  a  part  of 
liberal  education  among  the  Greeks  ;  and  Plutarch,  being  descended 
from  a  family  of  distinction,  was,  therefore,  likely  to  enjoy  such  a 
privilege.  In  the  next  place,  his  treatise  of  Isis  and  Osiris  shows  that 
he  had  a  more  than  common  knowledge  of  the  religious  mysteries  of 
the  Egyptians  ;  and  it  is,  therefore,  highly  probable  that  he  obtained 
this  knowledge  by  being  conversant  amongst  them.  To  have  written 
a  treatise  on  so  abstruse  a  subject,  without  some  more  evident  advan- 
tage than  other  writers  might  afford  him,  could  not  have  been  agree- 
able to  the  genius,  or  consistent  with  the  modesty,  of  Plutarch. 

However,  supposing  it  doubtful  whether  he  passed  into  Egypt,  there 
is  no  doubt  at  all  that  he  travelled  into  Italy.  Upon  what  occasion  he 
visited  that  country,  is  not  quite  so  certain  ;  but  he  probably  went  to 
Home  in  a  public  capacity,  on  the  business  of  the  Chaeroneans  ;  for,  in 
the  life  of  Demosthenes,  he  tells  us,  that  he  had  no  leisure  in  his  jour- 
ney to  Italy  to  learn  the  Latin  language,  on  the  account  of  public  busi- 
ness. 

As  the  passage  here  referred  to  affords  us  further  matter  as  specula- 
tion for  the  life  of  Plutarch,  we  shall  give  it  as  we  find  it.  "  An 
author  who  would  write  a  history  of  events  which  happened  in  a  for- 
eign country,  and  cannot  be  come  at  in  his  own,  as  he  has  his  materials 
to  collect  from  a  variety  of  books,  dispersed  in  different  libraries,  his 
first  care  should  be  to  take  up  his  residence  in  some  populous  town 
which  has  an  ambition  for  literature.  There  he  will  meet  with  many 
curious  and  valuable  books,  and  the  particulars  that  are  wanting  in 
writers  he  may,  upon  inquiry,  be  supplied  with,  by  those  who  have 
laid  them  up  In  the  faithful  repository  of  memory.    This  will  prevent 
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his  work  from  being  defective  in  any  material  point.  As  to  myseh 
I  live  in  a  little  town  ;  and  I  clioose  to  live  tliere,  '''^^  ^  , 
become  still  less.  When  I  was  in  Rome,  and  other  parts  I  a  y, 
had  not  leisure  to  study  the  Latin  tongue,  on  account  of  the  publi 
commission  with  which  I  was  charged,  and  the  number  of  peopl 
who  came  to  be  instructed  by  me  in  philosophy.  It  was  not,  there 
fore,  till  a  late  period  in  life,  that  I  began  to  read  the  Komai 
authors." 

From  this  short  account,  we  may  collect,  with  tolerable  certainty,  th' 
following  circumstances  : — 

In  the  first  place,  Plutarch  tells  us,  that  while  he  w^as  resident  b 
Rome,  public  business  and  lectures  in  philosophy  left  him  no  time  foi 
learning  the  Latin  language  ;  and  yet,  a  little  before,  he  had  observed 
that  those  who  write  a  history  of  foreign  characters  and  events  ough 
to  be  conversant  with  the  historians  of  that  country  where  the  characte 
existed,  and  the  scene  is  laid  ;  but  he  acknowledges,  that  he  did  no 
learn  the  Latin  language  till  he  was  late  in  life,  because,  when  a 
Rome,  he  had  not  time  for  that  purpose. 

"We  may,  therefore,  conclude,  that  he  wrote  his  Morals  at  Rome,  and 
his  Lives  at  Chseronea.  For  the  composition  of  the  former,  the  knowl- 
edge of  the  Roman  language  was  not  necessaiy  ;  the  Greek  tongue  wa  i 
then  generally  understood  in  Rome  ;  and  he  had  no  necessity  of  male, 
ing  use  of  any  other,  when  he  delivered  his  lectures  of  philosophy  to 
the  people.  Those  lectures,  it  is  more  than  probable,  made  up  that  col, 
lection  of  Morals  which  is  come  down  to  us. 

Though  he  could  not  avail  himself  of  the  Roman  historians,  in  thii 
great  purpose  of  writing  his  Lives,  for  want  of  a  competent  acquaintance^ 
•with  the  language  in  which  they  wrote,  yet,  by  conversing  with  thu' 
principal  citizens  in  the  Greek  tongue,  he  must  have  collected  many 
essential  circumstances,  and  anecdotes  of  characters  and  events,  that 
promoted  his  design,  and  enriched  the  plan  of  his  work.  The  treas- 
ures he  acquires  of  this  kind  he  secured  by  means  of  a  commonplace- 
book,  which  he  constantly  carried  about  with  him  ;  and  as  it  appear, 
that  he  was  at  Rome,  and  in  other  parts  of  Italy,  from  the  beginnin 
of  Vespasian  s  reign  to  the  end  of  Trajan's,  he  must  have  had  sufficient 
time  and  opportunity  to  procure  materials  of  every  kind,  for  this  wa.-! 
a  period  of  almost  forty  years.  • 

We  shall  more  readily  .u  ter' in  the  belief  that  Plutarch  collected  hi. 
matenals  chiefly  from  conversation,  when  we  consider  in    ,  , 
and  on  what  subjects,  the  ancients  used  to  converse  Z^''^* 
of  people  of  education  and  distinction  in  those  Havl    ■'"^ ''i«<^ourse 

"ui>e  aays  was  somewhat^ 
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iiflferent  from  ours.  It  was  not  on  the  powers  or  pedigree  of  a  horse 
—it  was  not  a  match  of  travelling  between  geese  and  tnrkeys — it  was 
not  a  race  of  maggots,  started  against  each  other  on  the  table,  when 
they  first  came  to  daylight  from  the  shell  of  a  filbert — it  was  not  by 
what  part  you  may  suspend  a  spaniel  tlie  longest  without  making  him 
whine — it  was  not  on  the  exquisite  finesse,  and  the  highest  manoeuvres 
jf  man.  The  old  Romans  had  no  ambition  for  attainments  of  this 
nature.  They  had  no  such  masters  in  science  as  Heber  and  Iloyle. 
The  state  of  their  day  did  not  run  so  high.  The  powers  of  poetry  and 
philosophy — the  economy  of  human  life  and  manners — tlie  cultivation 
of  the  intellectual  faculties — the  enlargement  of  the  mind — historical 
and  political  discussions  on  the  events  of  their  country  :  these,  and 
such  subjects  as  these,  made  the  principal  part  of  their  conversation. 
Of  this  Plutarch  has  given  us  at  once  a  proof  and  a  specimen  in  what 
he  calls  his  Symposiacs  ;  or,  as  our  Selden  calls  it,  his  Table-talk. 
From  such  conversations  as  these,  then,  we  cannot  wonder  that  he 
was  able  to  collect  such  treasures  as  were  necessary  for  the  main- 
tenance of  his  biographical  undertaking. 

In  the  sequel  of  the  last  quoted  passage,  we  find  another  argument 
which  confirms  us  in  the  opinion  that  Plutarch's  knowledge  of  the 
Roman  history  was  chiefly  of  colloquial  acquisition.  "  My  method 
of  learning  the  Roman  language,"  says  he,  "  may  seem  strange  ;  and 
yet  it  is  very  true.  I  did  not  so  much  gain  the  knowledge  of  things  by 
the  words,  as  words  by  the  knowledge  I  had  of  things."  This  plainly 
implies,  that  he  was  previously  acquainted  with  the  events  described 
in  the  language  he  was  learning. 

It  must  be  owned  that  the  Roman  history  had  been  already  written 
in  Greek  by  Polybius  ;  and  that,  indeed,  somewhat  invalidates  the  last- 
mentioned  argument.  Xevertheless,  it  has  still  sufficient  evidence  for 
its  support.  There  are  a  thousand  circumstances  in  Plutarch's  Lives, 
which  could  not  be  collected  from  Polybius  ;  and  it  is  clear  to  us,  that 
he  did  not  make  much  use  of  his  Latin  reading. 

He  acknowledges  that  he  did  not  apply  himself  to  the  acquisition  of 
that  language  till  he  was  far  advanced  in  life  ;  possibly  it  might  be 
about  the  latter  part  of  the  reign  of  Trajan,  whose  kind  disposition 
towards  his  country  rendered  the  weight  of  public  and  political  busi- 
ness easy  to  him. 

But  whenever  he  might  begin  to  learn  the  language  of  Rome,  it  is  cer- 
tain that  he  made  no  great  progress  in  it.  This  appears  as  well  from 
the  little  comments  he  has  occasionally  given  us  on  certain  Latin  words, 
as  from  some  passages  in  his  Lives,  where  he  has  professedly  followed 
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thfc  Ijatin  lilstorians,  and  yet  followed  tlicin  in  an  uncertain  ai'.d  erro 
Tieous  manner. 

That  he  wrote  the  Lives  of  Demosthenes  and  Cicero  at  Clueroin^a,  \t 
Is  c'ear  from  his  own  account  ;  and  it  is  more  tlian  probable,  to_),  that 
the  rest  of  his  Lives  were  written  in  that  retirement  ;  for  if,  wliile  he 
was  at  Rome,  he  could  scarcely  find  time  to  learn  the  language,  it  is 
hardly  to  be  supposed  that  he  could  do  jnore  than  lay  up  materials  for 
composition. 

A  circumstance  arises  here,  which  confirms  to  us  an  opinion  we  have 
long  entertained,  that  the  Book  of  Apophthegms,  which  is  said  to  have 
been  written  by  Plutarch,  is  really  not  his  work.  This  book  is  dedi- 
cated to  Trajan :  and  the  dedicator,  assuming  the  name  and  character  of 
Plutarch,  says  he  had,  before  this,  written  the  Lives  of  illustrious  men  ; 
but  Plutarch  wrote  those  Lives  at  Chieronea  ;  and  he  did  not  retire  to 
Chaeronea  till  after  the  death  of  Trajan. 

There  are  other  proofs,  if  others  were  necessary,  to  show  that  this 
work  was  supposititious  ;  for,  in  this  dedication  to  Trajan,  not  the  least 
mention  is  made  of  Plutarch's  having  been  his  preceptor,  of  his  being 
raised  by  him  to  the  consular  dignity,  or  of  his  being  appointed  gov- 
ernor of  Illyria.  Dacier,  observing  this,  has  drawn  a  wrong  conclusion 
from  it,  and,  contrary  to  the  assertion  of  Suidas,  will  have  it,  that  Plu- 
tarch was  neither  preceptor  to  Trajan,  nor  honored  with  any  appoint- 
ments under  him.  Had  it  occurred  to  him  that  the  Book  of  Apoph- 
thegms could  not  be  Plutarch's  book,  but  that  it  was  merely  an  extract 
made  from  his  real  works,  by  some  industrious  grammarian,  he  would 
not  have  been  under  the  necessity  of  hazarding  so  much  againsi  the 
received  opinion  of  his  connection  with  Trajan  ;  nor  would  he  have 
found  it  necessary  to  allow  him  so  little  credit  tolas  letter  addressed  to 
that  emperor,  which  we  have  upon  record.    The  letter  is  as  follows  : — 

PLUTARCH  TO  TRAJAX. 

"  I  am  sensible  that  you  sought  not  the  empire.  Your  natural  mod- 
esty would  not  suffer  you  to  apply  for  a  distinction  to  which  you  were 
always  entitled  by  the  excellency  of  your  manners.  That  modesty, 
however,  makes  you  still  more  worthy  of  those  honors  you  had  no  am- 
bition to  solicit.  Should  your  futiue  government  prove  in  any  degree 
answerable  to  your  former  merit,  I  shall  have  reason  to  congratulate 
both  your  virtue  and  my  own  good  fortune  on  this  great  event;  but  if 
otherwise,  you  have  exposed  yourself  to  danger,  and  me  to  obloquy ; 
for  Rome  will  never  endure  an  emperor  unworthy  of  her  ;  and  tbe 
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faults  of  the  scholar  .vill  be  imputed  to  the  master.  Seneca  is  re- 
proached, and  his  fame  still  suffers,  for  the  vices  of  Nero:  the  reputa- 
tion of  Quintilian  is  hurt  by  the  ill  conduct  of  his  scholars;  and  even 
Socrates  is  accused  of  negligence  in  the  education  of  Alcibiades.  Of 
you,  however,  I  have  better  hopes,  and  flatter  myself  that  your  admin- 
istration will  do  honor  to  your  virtues.  Only  continue  to  be  what  you 
are.  Let  your  government  commence  in  your  breast ;  and  lay  the 
foundation  of  it  in  the  commands  of  your  passions.  If  you  make  vir- 
tue the  rule  of  your  conduct  and  the  end  of  your  actions,  everything 
will  proceed  in  harmony  and  order.  I  have  explained  to  you  the  spirit 
of  those  laws  and  constitutions  that  were  established  by  your  prede- 
cessors, and  you  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  carry  them  into  execution. 
If  this  should  be  the  case,  I  shall  have  the  glory  of  having  formed  an 
emperor  to  virtue  ;  but  if  otherwise,  lot  this  letter  remain  a  testimony 
with  succeeding  ages,  that  you  did  not  ruin  the  Roman  empire  under 
pretence  of  the  counsels  or  the  authority  of  Plutarch." 

Why  Dacier  should  think  that  this  letter  is  neither  wortliy  of  the 
pen,  nor  written  in  the  manner  of  Plutarch,  it  is  not  e;isy  to  conceive, 
for  it  has  all  the  spirit,  the  manly  freedom  and  the  sentimental  turn  of 
that  philosopher. 

We  shall  find  it  no  very  difficult  matter  to  account  for  his  connec- 
tions with  Trajan,  if  we  attend  to  the  manner  in  which  he  lived,  and 
to  the  reception  he  met  with  in  Pome.  During  his  residence  in  that 
city  his  house  was  the  resort  of  the  principal  citizens.  All  tliat  were 
distinguished  by  tlu-ir  rank,  taste,  learning,  or  politeness  sought  his 
conversation  and  attended  his  lectures.  The  study  of  the  Greek 
language  and  pi  ilosophy  were,  at  that  time,  the  greatest  pursuits  ot 
tlie  Roman  nobility,  and  even  the  emperors  honored  the  most  cele- 
brated professors  with  their  presence  and  support.  Plutarch,  in  his 
Treatise  on  Curiosity,  has  introduced  a  circumstance  which  places  the 
attention  that  was  paid  to  his  lectures  in  a  very  strong  light.  "  It 
once  liapponed,"  says  ho,  "  that  when  I  was  speaking  in  public  at 
Rome,  Andenus  Rusticus,  the  same  whom  Domitian,  through  envy  of 
his  growing  reputation,  afterwards  put  to  death,  was  one  of  my  hear- 
ers. When  I  was  in  the  middle  of  my  discourse,  a  soldi(  r  came  in,  and 
brought  him  a  letter  from  the  emperor.  Upon  this  tluTe  was  a  gen- 
eral silence  through  the  audience,  and  I  stopped  to  give  him  time  to 
peruse  this  letter;  but  he  would  not  suffer  it;  nor  did  he  open  the 
letter  till  I  had  finished  my  lecture  and  the  audience  was  dispersed." 

To  understand  the  importance  of  this  compliment,  it  will  be  neces< 
sary  to  consider  the  quality  and  character  of  the  person  who  paid  it. 
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Arulenus  was  one  of  the  greatest  men  in  Rome,  ',**_r^l 
by  the  lustre  of  his  family  as  bv  an  honorable  ambition  and  ir 
glory.  He  was  tribune  of  the  people  when  N.  ro  caused  Ptetus  and 
Soranus  to  be  capitally  condemned  by  a  decree  of  the  senate.  When 
Soranus  was  deliberating  with  his  friends,  whether  he  should  attempt 
or  give  up  his  defence,  Arulenus  had  the  spirit  to  propose  an  opposi- 
tion to  the  decree  of  the  senate  in  his  capacity  of  tribune;  and  he 
would  have  carried  it  into  execution,  had  he  not  been  overruled  by 
Psetus,  who  remonstrated,  that  by  such  a  measure  he  would  destroy 
himself,  without  the  satisfaction  of  serving  his  friend.  He  was  after- 
wards prastor  after  Vitellius,  whose  interests  he  followed  with  the 
greatest  fidelity.  But  his  spirit  and  magnanimity  do  him  the  greatest 
honor  in  that  eulogy  which  he  wrote  on  Psetus  and  Helvetius  Priscus. 
His  whole  conduct  was  regulated  by  the  precepts  of  philosophy;  and 
the  respect  he  showed  to  Plutarch  on  this  occasion  was  a  proof  of  his 
attachment  to  it.  Such  was  the  man  who  postponed  the  letter  of  a 
prince  to  the  lecture  of  a  philosopher. 

But  Plutarch  was  not  only  treated  with  general  marks  of  distinction 
by  the  superior  people  in  Rome;  he  had  particular  and  very  respect- 
able friendships.  Sossius  Senecio,  who  was  four  times  consul,  once 
under  Nerva  and  thrice  under  Trajan,  was  his  most  intimate  friend. 
To  him  he  addresses  his  Lives,  except  that  of  Aratus,  which  is  in- 
scribed to  Polycrates  of  Sicyon,  the  grandson  of  Aratus.  With  Sene- 
cio he  not  only  lived  in  the  strictest  friendship  whilst  be  was  in  Rome, 
but  corresponded  with  him  after  he  retired  to  Greece.  And  is  it  not 
easy  to  believe,  that  through  the  interest  of  this  zealous  and  powerful 
friend,  Plutarch  might  not  only  be  appointed  tutor  to  Trajan,  but  be 
advanced  likewise  to  the  consular  dignity  ?  When  we  consider  Plu- 
tarch's eminence  in  Rome  as  a  teacher  of  philosophj',  nothing  can  be 
more  probable  than  the  former:  when  we  remember  the  consular  in- 
terest of  Senecio  under  Trajan,  and  his  distinguished  regard  for  Plu- 
tarch, nothing  can  be  more  likely  than  the  latter. 

The  honor  of  being  preceptor  to  such  a  virtuous  prince  as  Trajan,  is 
so  important  a  point  in  the  life  of  Plutarch,  that  it  must  not  hastily  be 
given  up.  Suidas  has  asserted  it.  The  letter  above  quoted,  if  it  be,  as 
we  have  no  doubt  of  its  being,  the  genuine  composition  of  Plutarch, 
has  confirmed  it.  Petrarch  h^s  maintained  it.  Dacier  only  has  doubt- 
ed,  or  rather  denied  ,t  But  upon  what  evidence  has  he  grounded  his 
opinion  ?    Plutarch,  he  says,  was  but  three  r.i.  f„„  i  j  ^v, 

Jf  .         J         f  ^  °^  years  older  than 

Traian,  and  therefore  was  unht  to  be  his  rir^o^^t  ,  ., 

„  ,  '  .  .  .  .  -  ,  .1^.  P'^eceptor  m  philosophy. 
Now  let  us  inquire  into  the  force  of  this  argument.    Trajan  spent  the 
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early  part  of  his  life  in  arms  :  Plutarch  in  the  study  of  the  sciences. 
When  that  prince  applied  himself  to  literary  pursuits  he  was  some- 
what advanced  in  life:  Plutarch  must  have  been  more  so.  And  why  a 
man  of  science  should  be  an  unfit  preceptor  iu  philosophy  to  a  mili- 
tary man,  though  no  more  than  four  years  older,  the  reason,  we  appre- 
hend, will  be  somewhat  difficult  to  discover. 

Dacier,  moreover,  is  reduced  to  a  petitio  principii  when  he  says  that 
Plutarch  was  only  four  years  older  than  Trajan;  for  we  have  seen 
that  it  is  impossible  to  ascertain  the  time  of  Plutarch's  birth,  and  the 
date  which  Dacier  assigns  it  is  purely  conjectural^  we  will  therefore 
conclude,  with  those  learned  men  who  have  formerly  allowed  Plutarch 
the  honor  of  being  preceptor  to  Trajan,  that  he  certainly  was  so. 
There  is  little  doubt  that  they  grounded  their  assertions  upon  proper 
authority;  and,  indeed,  the  internal  evidence  arising  from  the  nature 
and  effects  of  that  education,  which  did  honor  to  the  scholar  and  to 
the  master,  comes  in  aid  of  the  argument. 

Some  chronologers  have  taken  upon  them  to  ascertain  the  time  when 
Plutarch's  reputation  was  established  in  Rome.  Peter  of  Alexandria 
fixes  it  in  the  thirteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  Nero,  in  the  consulate  of 
Capito  and  Rufus:  "  Lucian,"  says  he,  "  was,  at  this  time,  in  great 
reputation  amongst  the  Romans  ;  and  ilusonius  and  Plutarch  were 
well  known."  Eusebius  brings  it  one  year  lower,  and  tells  us,  that,  in 
the  fourteenth  year  of  Xero's  reign,  Musonius  and  Plutarch  were  in 
great  reputation.  Both  these  writers  are  palpably  mistaken.  We 
have  seen,  that  in  the  twelfth  year  of  Xero,  Plutarch  was  yet  at  school 
under  Ammonius  :  and  it  is  not  very  probable  that  a  school-boy  should 
be  celebrated  as  a  philosopher  in  Rome  within  a  year  or  two  after. 
Indeed,  Eusebius  contradicts  himself  ;  for,  on  another  occasion,  he 
places  him  in  the  reign  of  Adrian,  the  tliird  year  of  the  Olympiad  224, 
of  the  Christian  era  120.  " In  this  year,"  says  he,  "the  philosophers 
Plutarch  of  Chseronea,  Sextus  and  Agathobulus  flourished."  Thus  he 
carries  him  as  much  too  low  as  he  had  before  placed  him  too  high.  It 
is  certain  that  he  first  grew  into  reputation  under  the  reign  of  Ves- 
pasian, and  that  his  philosophical  fame  was  established  in  the  time  of 
Trajan. 

It  seems  that  the  Greek  and  Latin  writers  of  those  times  were  eithf  • 
little  acquainted  with  each  other's  works,  or  that  there  were  some  liter- 
ary jealousies  and  animosities  between  them.  When  Plutarch  flour- 
ished, there  were  several  contemporary  writers  of  distinguished  abili- 
ties :  Perseus,  Lucan,  Silius  Italicus,  Valerius  Flaccus,  the  younger 
Pliny,  SoLinus,  Martial,  Qmntilian,  and  many  more.    Yet  none  of  those 
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have  made  the  least  mention  of  him.  Was  this  envy  ?  or  was 
pride  ?  Possibly  thoy  could  not  hoar  that  a  Greek  sophis  a  name  o 
such  a  contemptible  town  as  Clueronea,  should  enjoy  ° 
literary  praise  in  Rome.  It  must  he  o.,served,  at  the  same  tune  that 
the  pWncipal  Koman  writers  had  conceived  a  jealousy  o  the  Gieek 
philosophers,  which  was  very  prevailing  m  that  age.  Of  tins  we  find 
a  strong  testimony  in  the  elder  Pliny,  where,  speaking  of  Gate  the 
Censor's  disapproving  and  dismissing  the  Grecian  orators,  and  of  the 
younger  Cato's  bringing  in  triumph  a  sophist  from  Greece,  he  exclaims, 
ill  terms  that  signified  contempt.  Quanta  morum  comniutatio  ! 

However,  to  be  undistinguished  by  tlie  encomiums  of  contemporary 
writers,  was  by  no  means  a  thing  peculiar  to  Plutarch.  It  has  been, 
and  still  is,  the  fate  of  superior  genius,  to  be  beheld  eitlier  with  silent 
or  abusive  envy.  It  makes  its  way  like  the  sun,  wliich  we  look  upon 
with  pain,  unless  something  passes  over  him  that  obscures  his  glory. 
We  then  view  with  eagerness  tlie  sliadow,  tlie  cloud,  or  the  spot,  and 
are  pleased  witli  what  eclipses  tlie  briglitness  we  otherwise  cannot  bear. 

Yet,  if  Plutarch,  like  other  great  men,  found  "  Envy  never  conquered 
but  by  death,"  his  manes  have  been  appeased  by  the  amplest  atone- 
ments. Amongst  the  many  that  have  done  honor  to  his  memory,  the 
following  eulogiums  deserve  to  be  recorded  : — 

AuLUS  Gellius  compliments  him  with  the  highest  distinction  in 
science.* 

Taueus,  quoted  by  Gellius,  calls  him  a  man  of  the  most  consummate 
learning  and  wisdom. t 

EusEBius  places  him  at  the  head  of  the  Greek  philosophers.  J  i 

Saedianus,  in  his  preface  to  the  Lives  of  the  Philosophers,  calls 
him  the  most  divine  Plutarch,  the  beauty  and  harmony  of  philosophy. 

Peteaech,  in  his  moral  writings,  frequently  distinguishes  him  by 
the  title  of  the  great  Plutarch. 

Honor  has  been  done  to  him  likewise  by  Origen,  Himerius  the  Soph- 
"st,  Cyrillus,  Theodoret,  Suidas,  Photius,  Xiphilinus,  Joannes,  Salis- 
heriensis,  Victorius,  Lipsius^  and  Agathias,  in  the  epigram  which  is 
thus  translated  by  Dryden  :  

Chisroneaii  Phitarch,  to  thy  deathless  praise 
Does  martial  Rome  this  grateful  statue  raise  ; 
Because  both  Greece  and  she  thy  fame  have  shared  ; 
Their  heroes  written,  an.l  their  lives  compared. 
Bu  thou  thyseh  couiast  never  write  thy  own  : 
Their  lives  have  paralU-ls,  but  thine  has  none 


*  A.  GeUius,  Ub.  iv.  cap.  7.    +  Gell.  lib.  i.  can  2fi  + 1?     x.  ^ 

cap.  26.  I  huseb.  Prajp.  hb.  iii.  inlt 
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3ut  this  is  perfectly  extravagant.  AVe  are  much  hetter  pleased  with 
the  Greek  verses  of  the  honest  metropolitan  under  Constantine  Mono- 
tnachus.    They  deserve  to  be  translated. 

Lord  of  that  light,  that  living  power,  to  save 
Which  her  lost  sons  no  Heathen  Science  gave  ; 
If  aught  of  these  thy  mercy  means  to  spare. 
Yield  Plato,  Lord, — yield  Plutarch  to  my  prayer. 
Led  by  no  graei\  no  now  conversion  wrought, 
They  felt  thy  own  divinity  of  thought. 
That  grace  exerted,  spare  the  partial  rod  : 
The  last,  best  witness,  that  thou  art  their  God  I 

Theodore  Gaza,  who  was  a  man  of  considerable  learning,  and  a  great 
reviver  of  letters,  had  a  particular  attachment  to  our  biographer. 
When  he  was  asked,  in  case  of  a  general  destruction  of  books,  what 
author  he  should  wish  to  save  from  the  ruin,  he  answered,  Plutarch. 
He  considered  his  historical  and  philosophical  writings  as  the  most 
beneficial  to  society,  and,  of  course,  the  best  substitute  for  all  other 
books. 

Were  it  necessary  to  produce  further  suffrages  for  the  merit  of  Plu- 
tarch, it  would  be  sufficient  to  say  that  he  has  been  praised  by  Mon- 
taigne, St.  Evremont  and  Montesquieu,  the  best  critics  and  the  ablest 
writers  of  their  time. 

After  receiving  the  most  distinguished  honors  that  a  philosopher 
could  enjoy  ;  after  the  godlike  office  of  teaching  wisdom  and  goodness 
to  the  metropolis  of  the  world  ;  after  having  formed  an  emperor  to 
virtue  ;  and  after  beholding  the  effects  of  his  precepts  in  the  happiness 
of  humankind,  Plutarch  retired  to  his  nati\  e  country.  The  death  of 
his  illustrious  prince  and  pupil,  to  a  man  of  his  sensibility,  must  have 
rendered  Piome  even  painful  ;  for  whatever  influence  philosophy  may 
have  on  the  cultivation  of  the  mind,  we  find  that  it  has  very  little 
power  over  the  interests  of  the  heart. 

It  must  have  been  in  the  decline  of  life  that  Plutarch  retired  to  Chae- 
ronea.  But  though  he  withdrew  from  tlie  busier  scenes  of  the  world, 
he  fled  not  to  an  unprofitable  or  inactive  solitude.  In  that  retirement 
he  formed  the  great  work  for  which  he  had  so  long  been  preparing 
materials,  his  Lives  of  Illustrious  Men;  a  work  which,  as  Scaliger  says, 
non  solum  fuit  in  manibus  hominum,  at  etiam  humani  generis  memo- 
riam  occupavit. 

To  recommend  by  encomiums  what  has  been  received  with  universal 
approbation,  would  be  superfluous.    But  to  observe  where  the  biogra^ 
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pher  has  rjccelled,  and  in  what  he  has  failed  ;  to  make  a  due  eslimate 
as  well  of  the  defects  as  of  the  merits  of  his  work,  mny  have  its  use. 

Lipsius  has  observed  that  he  does  not  write  history,  bui.  scraps  of 
history;  non  hMorimn,  sed  purliculas  historio'.  This  is  said  of  his 
Lives,  and,  in  one  sense,  it  is  true.  Xo  single  life  that  he  has  written 
will  afford  a  sufficient  history  of  its  proper  period  ;  neither  was  it  pos- 
sible that  it  should  do  so.  As  his  plan  comprised  a  number  of  cotem- 
porary  lives,  most  of  which  were  in  public  characters,  the  business  of 
their  period  was  to  he  divided  amongst  them.  The  general  history  of 
tlie  time  was  to  be  thrown  into  separate  portions  ;  and  those  portions 
were  to  be  allotted  to  such  characters  as  had  the  principal  interest  in 
the  several  events. 

This  was,  in  some  measure,  done  by  Plutarch;  but  it  was  not  done 
with  great  art  or  accuracy.  At  the  same  time,  as  we  have  already  ob- 
served, it  was  not  to  be  wondered  if  there  were  some  repetitions,  when 
the  part  which  the  several  characters  bore  in  the  principal  events  was 
necessary  to  be  pointed  out. 

Yet  these  scraps  of  history,  thus  divided  and  dispersed,  when  seen  in 
a  collective  form,  make  no  very  imperfect  narrative  of  the  times  within 
their  view.  Their  biographer's  attention  to  the  minute  circumstances 
of  character,  his  disquisitions  of  principles  and  manners,  and  his  po- 
luical  and  philosophical  discussions,  lead  us  in  an  easy  and  intelligent 
manner  to  the  events  he  describes. 

It  is  not  to  be  denied  that  his  narratives  are  sometimes  disorderly, 
and  too  often  encumbered  with  impertinent  digressions.  By  pursuing 
with  too  much  indulgence  the  train  of  ideas,  he  has  frequently  de- 
stroyed the  order  of  facts,  brought  together  events  that  lay  at  a  dis- 
tance from  each  other,  called  forward  those  circumstances  to  which  he 
should  have  made  a  regular  progress,  and  made  no  other  apology  for 
these  idle  excursions,  but  by  telling  us  that  he  is  out  of  the  order  of 
time. 

Notes,  in  the  time  of  Plutarch,  were  not  in  use.  Had  he  known  the 
convenience  of  marginal  writing,  he  would  certainly  have  thrown  the 
greatest  part  of  his  digressions  into  that  form.  They  are,  undoubt- 
edly, tedious  and  disgustful;  and  all  we  can  do  to  reconcile  ourselves 
to  them  is  to  remember  that,  in  the  first  place,  marginal  writing  was  a 
thing  imknown  ;  and  that  the  benevolent  desire  of  conveying  instruc- 
tion was  the  greatest  motive  with  the  biographer  in  introducing  them. 
This  appears,  at  least,  from  the  nature  of  them;  for  they  are  chiefly 
disquisitions  in  natural  history  and  philosophy. 

In  painting  the  manners  of  men,  Plutarch  is  truly  excellent.  Noth- 
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fng  can  be  more  clear  than  his  moral  distinctions;  nothing  liner  than 
the  delineations  of  the  mind. 

The  spirit  of  philosophical  observation  and  inquiry,  which,  when 
properly  directed,  is  the  great  ornament  and  excellence  of  historical 
composition,  Plutarch  possessed  in  an  eminent  degree.  His  biograph- 
ical writings  teacli  philosophy  at  once  by  precept  and  by  example.  His 
morals  and  his  characters  mutually  explain  and  give  force  to  each 
other. 

His  sentiments  of  the  duty  of  a  histoi  ian  were  peculiarly  just  and 
delicate.  This  will  appear  from  his  strictures  on  tliose  historians  who 
wrote  of  Philistus.  "  It  is  plain,"  says  he,  "  tliat  Timseus  takes  every 
occasion,  from  Philistus's  known  adherence  to  arbitrary  power,  to 
load  him  with  the  heaviest  reproaches.  Those  whom  he  iejured  are 
in  some  degree  excusable,  if,  in  their  resentment,  they  treated  him  with 
indignities  after  death.  But  wherefore  should  his  biographers,  whom 
he  never  injured,  and  who  have  had  the  benefit  of  his  works  ;  where- 
fore should  they  exhibit  him  with  all  the  exaggerations  of  scurrility,  in 
those  scenes  of  distress  to  which  fortune  sometimes  reduces  the  best  of 
men  ?  On  the  otlier  hand,  Ephorus  is  no  less  extravagant  in  his  enco- 
miums on  Philistus.  He  knows  well  how  to  throw  into  shades  the 
foibles  of  the  human  character,  and  to  give  an  air  of  plausibility  to 
the  most  indefensible  conduct;  but  with  all  his  elegance,  witli  all  his 
art,  he  cannot  rescue  Philistus  from  the  imputation  of  being  the  most 
strenuous  supporter  of  arbitrary  power,  of  being  the  fondest  follower 
and  admirer  of  the  luxury,  the  magnificence,  the  alliance  of  tyrants. 
Upon  the  whole,  he  who  neither  defends  the  principles  of  Philistus, 
nor  insults  over  his  misfortunes,  will  best  discharge  the  duties  of  the 
historian." 

There  is  such  a  thing  as  constitutional  religion.  There  is  a  certain 
temper  and  frame  of  mind  naturally  productive  of  devotion.  There  are 
men  who  are  born  with  the  original  principles  of  piety,  and  in  this 
class  we  need  not  hesitate  to  place  Plutarch. 

If  this  disposition  has  sometimes  made  him  too  indulgent  to  super- 
stition, and  too  attentive  to  the  less  rational  circumstances  of  the 
heathen  theology,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered.  But,  upon  the  whole,  he 
had  consistent  and  honorable  notions  of  the  Supreme  Being. 

That  he  believed  the  unity  of  the  Divine  Nature,  we  have  already 
seen  in  his  observations  on  the  word  ei,  engraved  on  Apollo's  temple. 
The  same  opinion  too  is  found  in  his  "Treatise  on  the  Cessation  of 
Oracles;"  where,  in  the  character  of  a  Platonist,  he  argued  against  the 
Stoics  who  denied  the  plurality  of  worlds.    "  If  there  are  many  worldi 
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said  the  Stoics,  why  lluMi  is  tlu  ro  only  on(>  Falc  nnd  one  rrovitlonce  t6 
guide  thorn  ?  for  the  Platonists  allow  that  there  is  but  oik'.  A\hy 
should  not  many  Jupiters,  or  (iods,  he  necossar,\  J'^r  il'^^  government  of 
many  worlds  ?  "  To  this  Plutarch  answers,  "  Where  is  the  necessity 
of  supposing  many  Jupiters  for  this  plurality  of  worlds  Is  not  one 
Excellent  Being,  endue-'  with  reason  and  intelligeuce,  such  as  He  is 
whom  we  acknowledge  to  be  the  Father  and  Lord  of  all  things,  suffl 
cient  to  direct  and  rule  these  worlds  ?  If  there  were  more  supreme 
agents,  their  decrees  would  be  vain,  and  contradictory  to  each  other." 

But  though  Plutarch  acknowledged  the  individuality  of  the  Supreme 
Being,  he  believed,  nevertheless,  in  the  existence  of  intermediate  beings 
of  an  inferior  order,  between  the  divine  and  the  human  nature.  These 
beings  he  calls  genii,  or  daemons.  It  is  impossible,  bethinks,  from  the 
general  order  and  principles  of  creation,  that  there  should  be  no  mean 
betwixt  the  two  extremes  of  a  mortal  and  immortal  being;  that  there 
cannot  be  in  nature  so  great  a  vacuum  without  some  intermediate  spe- 
cies of  life,  which  might  in  some  measure  partake  of  both.  And  as  we 
find  the  connection  between  soul  and  body  to  be  made  by  means  of  the 
animal  spirits,  so  these  demons  are  intelligences  between  divinity  and 
humanity.  Their  nature,  however,  is  believed  to  be  progressive.  At 
first  they  are  supposed  to  have  been  virtuous  men,  whose  souls,  being 
refined  from  the  gross  parts  of  their  former  existence,  are  admitted 
into  the  higher  order  of  genii,  and  are  from  thence  either  raised  to  a 
more  exalted  mode  of  ethereal  being,  or  degraded  to  mortal  forms,  ac- 
cording to  their  merit  or  their  degeneracy.  One  order  of  these  genii, 
he  supposes,  presided  over  oracles;  others  administered,  under  the  Su- 
preme Being,  the  affairs  and  the  fortunes  of  men,  supporting  the  vir- 
tuous, punishing  the  bad,  and  sometimes  even  communicating  with  the 
best  and  purest  natures.  Thus  the  genius  of  Socrates  stJl  warned  him 
of  approaching  danger,  and  tought  him  to  avoid  it. 

It  is  this  order  of  beings  which  the  late  Mr.  Thomson,  who  in  cnthu 
siasm  was  a  Platonist,  and  in  benevolence  a  Pythagorean,  has  so  beau- 
tifully described,  in  his  Seasons:  and  as  if  the  good  bard  had  believed 
the  doctrine,  he  pathetically  invokes  a  favorite  spirit  which  had  latelj 
forsaken  its  former  mansion : — 

And  art  thou,  Stanley,  of  that  sacred  band  ? 
Alas !  for  us  too  soon  1  

Such  were  Plutarch's  religious  principles;  and  as  a  proof  that  he 
thought  them  of  consequence,  he  entered,  after  his  retirement  into  8 
sacred  character,  and  was  consecrated  priest  of  Apollo, 
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This  Tvas  not  his  sole  appointment,  when  he  returned  to  Chseronea. 
He  united  the  sacerdotal  with  the  magistratial  character,  and  devoted 
himself  at  once  to  the  service  of  the  gods,  and  to  the  duties  of  society. 
He  did  not  think  that  philosophy,  or  the  pursuit  of  letters,  ought  to 
exempt  any  man  fi-om  personal  service  in  the  comnuinity  to  which  he 
belonged  :  and  though  his  literary  labors  were  of  the  greatest  import- 
ance to  the  world,  he  sought  no  excuse  in  those  fj  om  discharging  offices 
of  public  trust  in  his  little  city  of  Chseronea. 

It  appears  that  he  passed  through  several  of  these  offices,  and  that 
he  was,  at  last,  appointed  archon,  or  chief  magistrate  of  the  city. 
Whether  he  retained  his  superintendeucy  of  lllyria  after  the  death  of 
Trajan,  we  do  not  certainly  know  ;  but,  in  this  humble  sphere,  it  will 
be  worth  our  while  to  inquire  in  what  manner  a  philosopher  would 
administer  justice. 

With  regard  to  the  inferior  offices  that  he  bore,  he  looked  upon  them 
in  the  same  light  as  the  great  Epaminondas  had  done,  who,  when  he 
was  appointed  to  a  commission  beneath  liis  rank,  observed  "that  no 
office  could  give  dignity  to  him  that  held  it  ;  but  that  he  who  held  it 
might  give  dignity  to  any  office."  It  is  not  unentertaining  to  hear  our 
philosopher  apologize  for  his  employment  when  he  discharges  the  office 
of  commissioners  of  sewers  anil  public  buildings.  "  I  make  no  doubt  " 
says  he,  "that  the  citizens  of  Chseronea  often  smile,  when  they  see  me 
employed  in  such  offices  as  these.  On  such  occasicms,  I  generally  call 
to  mind  what  is  said  of  Antisthenes  :  when  he  was  bringing  home,  in 
liis  own  hands,  a  dirty  fish  from  the  jnarket,  some,  who  observed  it, 
expressed  their  surprise  ;  '  It  is  for  myself,'  said  Antisthenes,  'that  I 
carry  this  fish.'  On  the  contrary,  for  my  own  part,  when  I  am  rallied 
for  measuring  tiles,  or  for  calculating  a  quantity  of  stones  or  mortar,  I 
answer,  that  it  is  not  for  myself  I  do  these  things,  but  for  my  country. 
For,  in  all  things  of  this  nature,  the  public  utility  takes  off  the  dis- 
grace ;  and  the  meaner  the  office  you  sustain  may  be,  the  greater  is  the 
compliment  that  you  pay  to  the  public." 

Plutarch,  in  the  capacity  of  a  public  magistrate,  was  indefatigable  in 
recommending  unanimity  to  the  citizens.  To  carry  this  point  more  cf 
fectually,  he  lays  it  down  as  a  first  principle,  that  a  magistrate  shoul  J 
be  affable  and  easy  of  access  ;  that  his  house  should  always  be  open  as 
a  place  of  refuge  for  those  who  sought  for  justice  ;  and  that  he  should 
not  satisfy  himself  merely  with  allotting  certain  hours  of  the  day  to  sit 
for  the  despatch  of  business,  but  that  he  should  employ  a  part  of  his 
time  in  private  negotiations,  in  making  up  domestic  quarrels,  and  re- 
conciling aivided  frie"ds.    This  employment  he  regarded  as  one  of  the 
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principal  parts  of  liis  office;  and,  indeed,  lie  mijrlit  properh 
in  a  poKtical  light  ;  for  it  too  frequently  happens,  that  the  mo;-  <  anger- 
ous  public  factions  are  at  first  kindled  by  private  misunderstan  ings. 
Thus,  in  one  part  of  his  works,  he  falls  into  the  same  se'i"°jeni .  as 
public  conflagrations,"  says  he,  "  do  not  always  begin  in  public  eaitices, 
but  are  caused  more  frequently  by  some  lamp  neglected  in  a  private 
house  ;  so  in  the  administration  of  states,  it  does  not  always  happen 
■hat  the  flame  of  sedition  arises  from  political  differences,  but  from 
private  dissensions,  which,  running  through  a  long  chain  of  connec- 
tions, at  length  atfect  the  whole  body  of  the  people.  For  this  reason, 
!t  is  one  of  the  principal  duties  of  a  minister  of  state,  or  magistrate,  to 
heal  these  private  animosities,  and  to  prevent  thein  from  growing  into 
public  divisions."  After  these  observations,  he  mentions  several 
states  and  cities  which  had  owed  their  ruin  to  the  same  little  causes  ; 
and  then  adds,  that  we  ought  not  by  any  means  to  be  inattentive  to  the 
misunderstandings  of  private  men,  but  apply  to  them  the  most  timely 
remedies  ;  for,  by  proper  care,  as  Cato  observes,  what  is  great  becomes 
little  ;  and  what  is  little  is  reduced  to  nothing.  Of  the  truth  of  these 
observations,  the  annals  of  our  own  country — we  wish  we  had  no  reason 
to  say  our  own  times, — have  presented  us  with  many  melancholy 
instances. 

As  Plutarch  observed  that  it  was  a  fashionable  fault  amongst  men  of 
fortune  to  refuse  a  proper  respect  to  magistrates  of  inferior  rank,  he 
endeavored  to  remove  this  impolitic  evil  as  well  by  precept  as  by  ex- 
ample. "  To  learn  obedience  and  deference  to  the  magistrate,"  says 
he,  "is  one  of  the  first  and  best  principles  of  discipline;  nor  ought 
these  by  any  means  to  be  dispensed  with,  though  that  magistrate  should 
be  inferior  to  us  in  figure  or  in  fortune.  For  how  absurd  is  it,  if,  in 
theatrical  exhibitions,  the  meanest  actor,  that  wears  a  momentary 
diadem,  shall  receive  his  due  respect  from  superior  players  ;  and  yet, 
in  civil  life,  men  of  greater  power  or  wealth  shall  withhold  the  defer- 
ence that  is  due  to  the  magistrate  !  In  this  case,  however,  they  should 
remembfr,  that  while  they  consult  their  own  importance,  they  detract 
from  the  honor  of  the  state.  Private  dignity  ought  always  to  give 
place  to  public  authority  ;  as  in  Sparta,  it  was  usual  for  the  kings  to 
rise  in  compliments— to  the  ephori  " 

With  reg.ard  to  Plutarch's  political  principles,  it  is  clear  that  he  was, 
even  whilst  at  Rome,  a  republican  in  heart,  and  a  friend  to  liberty: 

but  this  does  him  no  pocular  honor     sinoi,     •  -i  ,    ..   ,  .  w 

,       ,  .   ,         ,  "onor.    f5uch  privileges  are  the  b  rth right 

of  mankind  ;  and  they  are  never  parted  with  but  throucii  fear  or  favor 

At  Kome,  he  acted  like  a  philosopher  of  the  world     n       T  . 
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in  Roma,  noi  facianio  come  Englino  fanno  in  Roma.  He  found  a  con- 
stitution whicli  he  had  not  power  to  alter  ;  yet,  though  he  could  not 
make  mankind  free,  he  made  them  comparatively  happy,  by  teaching 
clemency  to  their  temporary  ruler. 

At  Chseronea  we  find  him  more  openly  avowing  the  principles  of  lib- 
erty. During  his  residence  at  Rome,  he  had  remarked  an  essential 
error  in  the  police.  In  all  complaints  and  processes,  however  trifling, 
the  people  had  recourse  to  the  first  officers  of  state.  By  this  means 
they  supposed  that  their  interest  would  be  promoted;  but  it  had  a  cer- 
tain tendency  to  enslave  them  still  more,  and  to  render  them  the  tools 
and  dependents  of  court  power.  Of  these  measures  the  archon  of 
Chseronea  thus  expresses  his  disapprobation  :  "At  the  same  time,"  says 
he,  "  that  we  endeavor  to  render  a  city  obedient  to  its  magistrates,  we 
must  beware  of  reducing  it  to  a  servile  or  too  humiliating  a  condition. 
Those  who  carry  every  trifle  to  the  cognizance  of  the  supreme  magis- 
trate, are  contributing  all  they  can  to  the  servitude  of  their  country." 
And  it  is  undoubtedly  true  that  the  habitual  and  universal  exertion  of 
authority  has  a  natural  tendency  to  arbitrary  dominion. 

We  have  now  considered  Plutarch  in  the  light  of  a  philosopher,  a 
biograjjher,  and  a  magistrate  ;  we  have  entered  into  his  moral,  religi- 
ous, ai.d  political  character,  as  well  as  the  informations  we  could  obtain 
would  enable  us.  It  only  remains  that  we  view  him  in  the  domestic 
sphere  of  life — that  little,  but  trying  sphere,  where  we  act  wholly  from 
ourselves,  and  assume  no  character  but  that  which  nature  and  educa- 
tion has  given  us. 

Dacier,  on  falling  into  this  part  of  Plutarch's  history,  has  made  a 
whimsical  observation.  "  There  are  two  cardinal  points,"  says  he, 
•'in  a  man's  life,  which  determine  his  happiness  or  his  misery.  These 
are  his  birth  and  his  marriage."  It  is  in  vain  for  a  man  to  be  born 
fortunate,  if  he  be  unfortunate  in  his  marriage.  How  Dacier  could 
reconcile  the  astrologers  to  this  new  doctrine,  it  is  not  easy  to  say:  fof, 
upon  this  principle,  a  man  must  at  least  have  two  good  stars,  one  for 
his  birthday,  the  other  for  his  wedding-day;  as  it  seems  that  the  influ- 
ence of  the  natal  star  could  not  extend  beyond  the  bridal  morn,  but 
that  a  man  then  falls  under  a  different  dominion. 

At  what  time  Plutarch  entered  into  this  state,  we  are  not  quite  cer- 
tain ;  but  as  it  is  not  probable  that  a  man  of  his  wisdom  would  marry 
at  an  advanced  time  of  life,  and  as  his  wife  was  a  native  of  Chseronea, 
we  may  conclude  that  he  married  before  he  went  to  Rome.  However 
that  might  be,  it  appears  that  he  was  fortunate  in  his  choice  ;  for  his 
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wife  was  not  only  well-born  and  well-bred,  but  a  woman  of  distin- 
guished sense  and  virtue.    Iler  name  was  Tinioxena. 

Plutarch  appears  to  have  had  at  least  five  children  by  her,  four  sons 
and  a  daughter,  whom,  out  of  regard  for  her  mother,  he  called  Timox. 
ena.  He  has  given  us  a  proof  that  he  had  all  the  tenderness  of  an 
affectionate  father  for  these  children,  by  recording  a  little  instance  of 
his  daughter's  natural  benevolence.  "  Wlien  she  was  very  young," 
says  he,  "she  would  frequenlly  beg  of  her  nurse  to  give  the  breast  not 
only  to  the  other  children,  but  to  her  babies  and  dolls,  which  she  con- 
sidered as  her  dependents,  and  under  her  protection."  Who  does  not 
see,  in  this  simple  circumstance,  at  once  the  fondness  of  the  parent, 
and  tlie  benevolent  disposition  of  the  man  ? 

But  the  philosoplier  soon  lost  his  little  blossom  of  humanity.  His 
Timoxena  died  in  her  infancy  ;  and  if  we  may  judge  from  the  consola- 
tory letter  he  wrote  to  her  mother  on  the  occasion,  lie  bore  the  loss  as 
became  a  philosopher.  "Consider,"  said  he,  "that  death  has  de- 
prived your  Timoxena  only  of  small  enjoyments.  The  things  she  knew 
were  but  of  little  consequence,  and  she  could  be  delighted  only  with 
trifles."  In  this  letter  we  find  a  portrait  of  his  wife,  which  does  her 
the  greatest  honor.  From  the  testimony  given  by  her  husband,  it  ap- 
pears that  she  was  far  above  the  general  weakness  and  affectation  of 
her  sex.  She  had  no  passion  for  the  expensiveness  of  dress,  or  the 
parade  of  public  appearances.  She  thouglit  every  kind  of  extrava- 
gance blamable  ;  and  her  ambition  went  not  beyond  the  decencies  anil 
proprieties  of  life. 

Plutarch  had  before  this  buried  two  of  his  sons,  his  eldest  son,  and  a 
younger  named  Charon  ;  and  it  appears  from  the  above-mentioned  let- 
ter, that  the  conduct  of  Tinioxena,  on  these  events,  was  worthy  the 
wife  of  a  philosopher.  She  did  not  disfigure  herself  by  change  of  ap- 
parel, or  give  way  to  the  extravagance  of  grief,  as  w  omen  in  general  do 
on  such  occasions,  but  supported  the  dispensations  of  Providence  with 
a  solemn  and  rational  submission,  even  wlien  they  seemed  to  be  most 
severe.  She  had  taken  unwearied  pains,  and  imdergone  the  greatest 
sufferings,  to  nurse  her  son  Charon  at  lier  own  breast,  at  a  time  when 
an  abscess  formed  near  the  part  had  obliged  her  to  undergo  an  incision. 
Yet,  when  the  child,  reared  with  so  much  tender  pain  and  difficulty, 
died,  those  who  went  to  visit  her  on  the  melancholy  occasion  found 
her  house  in  no  more  disorder  than  if  nothing  distressful  h&.A  happened. 
She  received  her  friends  as  Admetus  entertained  Hercules,  who  the 
same  day  that  he  buried  Alceste,  betrayed  not  the  least  confusion  be 
fore  his  heroic  guest. 


LIFE  OF  PLUTARCH. 


xxxiil 


With  a  w  oman  of  so  much  dignity  of  mind  and  excellence  of  disposi- 
tion, a  man  of  Plutarch's  wisdom  and  humanity  must  have  been  in- 
finitely liappy  :  and,  indeed,  it  appears  from  those  precepts  of  conjuga\ 
happiness  and  affection  which  he  has  left  us,  that  he  has  drawn  his 
observations  from  experience,  and  that  the  rules  lie  recomuiended  had 
been  previously  exemplified  in  his  own  family. 

It  is  said  that  Plutarch  had  some  misunderstanding  with  liis  wife's 
relations ;  upon  which  Timoxena,  fearing  tliat  it  miglit  affect  their 
union,  had  duty  and  religion  enough  to  go  as  far  as  Mount  Helicon  and 
•acrifice  to  Love,  who  had  a  celebrated  temple  tliere. 

He  left  two  sons,  Plutarch  and  Lamprius.  The  latter  appears  tc 
have  been  a  philosopher,  and  it  is  to  him  we  are  indebted  for  a  cata- 
logue of  his  fatlier's  writings  ;  which,  liowever,  one  cannot  look  upon, 
as  Mr.  Dryden  says,  witliout  the  same  emotions  that  a  merchant  must 
feel  in  perusing  a  bill  of  freight  after  he  has  lost  his  vessel.  The  writ- 
ings no  longer  extant  are  these  : 


The  Lives  of— 
Hercules, 
Hesiod, 
Pindar, 

Crates  and  Daiphan- 
tus,  with  a  Parallel, 
Leonidas, 


Arist  menes, 

'cipio  Africanus  Junior, 

and  M-tellus, 
Augustus, 
Tiberius, 
Claudius, 
Nero, 


Caligula, 
Vitellius, 

Epamiuondas  and  the 
Elder  Scipio,  with  a 
ParaUeL 


Pour  Books  of  Commentaries  on  Homer. 
Four  Books  of  Commentaries  on  Hesiod. 
Five  Booki  to  Empedocles,  on  the 

Quintessence. 
Five  Books  of  Essays. 
Three  Books  of  Fables. 
Three  Books  of  Rhetoric. 
Three  Books  on  the  Introduction  of  the 

Soul. 

Two  Books  of  Extracts  from  the  Philos- 
ophers. 

Three  Books  on  Sense. 

Three  Books  on  the  great  Actions  of 
Cities. 

Two  Books  on  Politics. 


An  Essay  on  Opportunity,  to  Theo- 
phrastus. 

Four  Boolis  on  the  Obsolete  Parts 
of  History. 

Two  Books  of  Proverbs. 

Eight  Books  on  the  Topics  of  Aris- 
totle. 

Three  Books  on  Justice,  to  Chrysip- 
pus. 

An  Essay  on  Poetry. 

A  Dissertation  on  the  Difference 

between  the  Pyrrboniaus  and  the 
Academicians. 
A  Treatise  to  prove  that  there  was 

but  one  Academy  of  Plato. 


Aulas  Gellius  Las  taken  a  long  story  from  Taurus,  about  Plutarch'.s 
method  of  correcting  a  slave,  in  which  there  is  nothing  more  tlian  this, 
that  he  punished  him  like  a  philosopher,  and  gave  him  his  discipline 
without  being  out  of  temper, 

Plutarch  had  a  nephew  named  Sextus,  who  bore  a  considerable  repu- 
tatiou  In  the  world  of  letters,  and  taught  the  Greek  language  and  learn- 
ing to  Marcus  Antonius.    The  character  which  that  philosopher  has 
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given  him,  in  his  First  Boole  of  Reflections,  may,  with  great  propriety, 
be  applied  to  his  uncle.  "  Sextus,  by  his  example,  taught  ii'e  m  ^  ss 
and  humanity  ;  to  govern  my  house  like  a  good  father  of  a  fami  y  ,  to 
fall  into  an  easy  and  unaffected  gravity  of  manners  ;  to  live  agreeably 
to  nature  ;  to  find  out  the  art  of  discovering  and  preventing  the  wants 
of  my  friends  ;  to  connive  at  the  noisy  follies  of  the  ignorant  and  im- 
pertinent  ;  and  to  comply  with  the  understandings  and  the  humors  of 
men." 

One  of  the  rewards  of  philosophy  is  long  life  ;  and  it  is  clear  that 
Plutarch  enjoyed  this  ;  but  of  the  time,  or  the  circumstances  of  hii 
death,  we  have  no  satisfactory  account. 

J.  AND  W.  LANGHORNE. 
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As  geographers,  Sosius,  crowd  into  the  edges  of  their 
maps  parts  of  the  world  which  tliey  do  not  know  about, 
adding  notes  in  the  margjn  to  the  effect,  that  beyond  this 
lies  nothing  but  sandy  deserts  full  of  wild  beasts,  unap- 
proachable  bogs,  Scythian  ice,  or  a  frozen  sea,  so,  in  this 
work  of  mine,  in  which  I  have  compared  the  lives  of  the 
greatest  men  with  one  another,  after  passing  thi'ough  those 
periods  which  probable  reasoning  can  reach  to  and  real 
history  find  a  footing  in,  I  might  very  well  say  of  those 
that  are  farther  olf :  Beyond  this  there  is  nothing  but  prod- 
igies and  fictions,  the  only  inhabitants  are  the  poets  and 
inventors  of  fables;  thei-e  is  no  credit,  or  certainty  any 
farther.  Yet,  after  publishing  an  account  of  Lycurgus  the 
lawgiver  and  Numa  the  king,  I  thought  I  might,  not  with- 
out reason,  ascend  as  high  as  to  Romulus,  being  brought  by 
my  history  so  near  to  his  time.  Considering  therefore  with 
myself — 

Whom  shall  I  set  so  great  a  man  to  face  ? 
Or  whom  oppose  ?  Who's  equal  to  the  place  ? 

(as  JEschylus  expresses  it),  I  found  none  so  fit  as  him  tha*- 
peopled  the  beautiful  and  far-famed  city  of  Athens,  tobe  se< 
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In  opposition  witli  the  fiitlier  of  the  invincible  and  i  cnowued 
city  of  Rome.  Let  us  liope  tlmt  Fable  may,  in  what  shall 
follow,  so  submit  to  the  puiifyuig  processes  of  Keason  as 
to  take  the  character  of  exact  history  In  any  case,  how- 
ever, where  it  shall  be  found  contumaciously  slighting 
credibility,  and  refusing  to  be  reduced  to  anything  like 
probable  fact,  we  shall  beg  that  we  may  meet  with  candid 
leaders,  and  such  as  will  receive  with  indulgence  the 
stories  of  antiquity. 

Theseus  seemed  to  me  to  resemble  Romulus  in  many 
particulars.  Both  of  them,  born  out  of  wedlock  and  of 
uncertain  parentage,  had  the  repute  of  being  sprung  from 
the  gods. 

Both  warriors  ;  that  by  all  the  world's  allowed. 

Both  of  them  united  with  strength  of  body  an  equal  vigoi 
of  mind;  and  of  the  two  most  famous  cities  of  the  world, 
the  one  built  Rome,  and  the  other  made  Athens  be  in- 
habited. Both  stand  charged  with  the  rape  of  women; 
neither  of  them  could  avoid  domestic  misfortunes,  nor 
jealousy  at  home ;  but  towards  the  close  of  their  lives  are 
both  of  them  said  to  have  incurred  great  odium  with  their 
countrymen,  if,  that  is,  we  may  take  the  stories  least  like 
poetry  as  our  guide  to  the  truth. 

The  lineage  of  Theseus,  by  his  father's  side,  ascends  as 
high  as  to  Erecbtheus  and  the  first  inhabitants  of  Attica. 
By  his  mother's  side  he  was  descended  of  Pelops.  For  Pelops 
was  the  most  powerful  of  all  the  kings  of  Peloponnesus,  not 
so  much  by  the  greatness  of  his  riches  as  the  multitude  of 
his  children,  having  married  many  daughters  to  chief  men, 
and  put  many  sons  in  places  of  command  in  the  towns 
round  about  him.  One  of  whom,  named  Pittheus,  grand- 
father to  Theseus,  was  governor  of  the  small  city  of  the 
Troezenians,  and  had  the  repute  of  a  man  of  the  oreatest 
knowledge  and  wisdom  of  his  time;  which  then,  it  seems, 
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consisted  chiefly  in  grave  maxims,  sucli  as  tlie  poet  Hesiod 
got  his  great  fame  by,  in  his  bool?;  of  Worlts  and  Days. 
And,  indeed,  among  these  is  one  tliat  tliey  ascribe  to 
Pittheus — 

Unto  a  friend  suffice 
A  stipulated  price  ; 

which,  also,  Aristotle  mentions.  And  Euripides,  by  calling 
Ilippolytus  "  scholar  of  the  holy  Pittheus,"  shows  the 
opinion  that  the  world  had  of  him. 

JEgeus,  being  desirous  of  children,  and  consulting  the 
oracle  of  Delphi,  received  the  celebrated  answer  which  for- 
bade him  the  company  of  any  woman  before  his  return  to 
Athens.  But  the  oracle  being  so  obscure  as  not  to  satisfy 
him  that  he  was  clearly  forbid  this,  he  went  to  Troezen,  and 
communicated  to  Pittheus  the  voice  of  the  god,  which  was 
in  this  manner, — 

Loose  not  the  wine-skin  foot,  thou  chief  of  men. 
Until  tu  Athens  thou  art  come  again. 

Pittheus,  therefore,  taking  advantage  from  the  obscurity 
of  the  oracle,  prevailed  upon  him,  it  is  uncertain  whether 
by  persuasion  or  deceit,  to  lie  with  his  daughter  .^thra. 
^geus  afterwards,  knowing  her  whom  he  had  lain  with  to 
be  Pittheus's  daughter,  and  suspecting  her  to  be  with  child 
by  him,  left  a  sword  and  a  pair  of  shoes,  hiding  them  under 
a  great  stone  that  had  a  hollow  in  it  exactly  fitting  them  ; 
and  went  away  making  her  only  privy  to  it,  and  command- 
ing her,  if  she  brought  forth  a  son  who,  when  he  came  to 
man's  estate,  should  be  able  to  lift  up  the  stone  and  take 
away  what  he  had  left  thei'e,  slie  should  send  him  away  to 
him  with  those  things  with  all  secrecy,  and  with  in  junctiont* 
to  him  as  much  as  possible  to  conceal  his  journey  from 
every  one  ;  for  he  greatly  feared  the  Pallantidse,  who  were 
continually  mutinying  against  him,  and  despised  him  for 
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his  want  of  children,  they  themselves  being  fifty  brothers, 
all  sons  of  Pallas. 

When  ^Ethra  was  delivered  of  a  son,  some  say  that  he  was 
immediately  named  Theseus,  from  the  tokens  which  his 
father  had  j»>t  under  the  stone;  others  that  he  had  received 
his  name  afterwards  at  Athens,  when  ^geus  acl'nowled(/ed 
him  for  his  son.  lie  was  brought  up  under  his  grandfather 
Pilliieus,  and  had  a  tutor  and  attendant  set  over  him  named 
Connidas,  to  whom  the  Athenians  even  to  this  time,  the  day 
before  the  feast  that  is  dedicated  to  Theseus,  sacrifice  a 
ram,  giving  this  honor  to  his  memory  upon  much  juster 
grounds  than  to  Silanio  and  Parrhasius  for  making  pictures 
and  statues  of  Theseus.  There  being  then  a  custom  for 
the  Grecian  youth,  upon  their  first  coming  to  man's  estate, 
to  go  to  Delphi  and  offer  first-fruits  of  their  hair  to  the  god, 
Theseus  also  went  thither,  and  a  place  there  to  this  day 
is  yet  named  Thesea,  as  it  is  said,  from  him.  He  clipped 
only  the  fore  part  of  his  head,  as  Homer  says  the  Abantes 
did.  And  this  sort  of  tonsure  was  from  him  named 
Theseus.  The  Abantes  first  used  it,  not  in  imitation  of 
the  Arabians,  as  some  imagine,  nor  of  the  Mysians,  but  he- 
cause  they  were  a  warlike  people,  and  used  to  close  fight- 
ing, and  above  all  other  nations  accustomed  to  engage  hand 
to  hand  ;  as  Archilochus  testifies  in  these  verses 

Slings  shall  not  whirl,  nor  many  arrows  fly, 

When  on  the  plain  the  battle  joins  ;  but  swords, 

Man  against  man,  the  deadly  conflict  try 
As  is  the  practieo  of  Euboea's  lords 

Skilled  with  the  spear.  

Therefore  that  they  might  not  give  their  enemies  a  held 
by  their  hair,  they  cut  it  in  this  manner.  They  write  also 
that  this  was  the  reason  why  Alexander  gave  command  to  his 
captains  that  all  the  beards  of  the  Macedonians  should  b4 
shaved,  as  being  the  readiest  hold  for  an  enemy, 

J^thra  for  some  time  concealed  the  true  parentage  ol 
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Theseus,  and  a  report  was  given  out  by  Pittheus  that  he 
was  begotten  by  Xeptune  ;  for  the  Troezenians  pay  Neptune 
the  highest  veneration.  He  is  their  tutelar  god ;  to  him 
they  offer  all  their  first-fruits,  and  in  his  honor  stamp  their 
money  with  a  trident. 

Theseus  displaying  not  only  great  strength  of  body, 
but  equal  bravery,  and  a  quickness  alike  and  force  of  un- 
derstanding, his  mother  ^Ethra,  conducting  him  to  the 
stone,  and  informing  hiiu  who  was  his  true  father,  com- 
manded him  to  take  from  thence  the  tokens  that  J^geus 
had  left,  and  sail  to  Athens.  He  without  any  difficulty 
set  himself  to  the  stone  and  lifted  it  up ;  but  refused  to 
take  his  journey  by  sea,  though  it  was  much  the  safer 
way,  and  though  his  mother  and  grandfather  begged  him 
to  do  so.  For  it  was  at  that  time  very  dangerous  to  go 
by  land  on  the  road  to  Athens,  no  part  of  it  being  free 
from  robbers  and  murderers.  That  age  produced  a  sort 
of  men,  in  force  of  hand,  and  swiftness  of  foot,  and 
strength  of  body,  excelling  the  ordinary  rate  and  wholly 
incapable  of  fatigue ;  making  use,  however,  of  these  gifts 
of  nature  to  no  good  or  profitable  purpose  for  mankind, 
but  rejoicing  and  priding  themselves  in  insolence,  and 
taking  the  benefit  of  their  superior  strength  in  the  exer- 
cise of  inhumanity  and  cruelty,  and  in  seizing,  forcing, 
and  committing  all  manner  of  outrages  upon  everything 
that  fell  into  their  hands;  all  respect  for  others,  all  jus- 
tice, they  thought,  all  equity  and  humanity,  though 
naturally  lauded  by  common  people,  either  out  of  want 
of  courage  to  commit  injuries  or  fear  to  receive  them,  yet 
no  way  concerned  those  who  were  strong  enough  to  win 
for  themselves.  Some  of  these  Hercules  destroyed  and 
cut  off  in  his  passage  through  these  countries  ;  but  some, 
escaping  his  notice  while  he  was  passing  by,  fled  and  hid 
themselves,  or  else  were  spared  by  him  in  contempt  of 
their  abject  submission :  and  after  that  Hercules  fell  into 
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misfortune,  and,  having  slain  Tpliitus,  retired  to  Lydla, 
and  for  a  long  time  was  there  slave  to  Omphale,  a  punish- 
ment  which  he  had  imposed  upon  himself  for  the  mur- 
der:  then,  indeed,  Lydia  enjoyed  high  peace  and  secu- 
rity,  but  in  Greece  and  the  countries  about  it  the  like 
villanies  again  revived  and  broke  out,  there  being  none 
to  repress  or  chastise  them.  It  ^^'as  therefore  a  very 
hazardous  journey  to  travel  by  land  from  Athens  to 
Peloponnesus  ;  and  Pittheus,  giving  him  an  exact  account 
of  each  of  these  robbers  and  villains,  their  strength,  and 
the  cruelty  they  used  to  all  strangers,  tried  to  persuade 
Theseus  to  go  by  sea.  But  he,  it  seems,  had  long  since 
been  secretly  fired  by  the  glory  of  Hercules,  held  him  in 
the  highest  estimation,  and  was  never  more  satisfied  than 
in  listening  to  any  that  gave  an  account  of  him ;  espe- 
cially those  that  had  seen  him,  or  had  been  present  at  any 
action  or  saying  of  his.  So  that  he  was  altogether  in  the 
same  state  of  feeling  as,  in  after  ages,  Themistocles  was, 
when  he  said  that  he  could  not  sleep  for  the  trophv  of- 
Miltiades  ;  entertaining  such  admiration  for  the  virtue  of 
Hercules,  that  in  the  night  his  dreams  were  all  of  that 
hero's  actions^,  and  in  the  day  a  continual  emulation 
stirred  him  up  to  perform  the  like.  Besides,  they  were 
related,  being  born  of  cousins-german.  For  ^thra  was 
daughter  of  Pittheus,  and  Alcmena  of  Lysidice ;  and  Ly- 
sidice  and  Pittheus  were  brother  and  sister,  children  of 
Hippodamia  and  Pelops.  He  thought  it  therefore  a  dis- 
honorable thing,  and  not  to  be  endured,  that  Hercules 
should  go  out  everywhere,  and  purge  both  land  and  sea 
from  wicked  men,  and  he  himself  should  fly  from  the  like 
adventures  that  actually  came  in  his  way ;  disgracing  his 
reputed  father  by  a  mean  flight  by  sea,  and  not  showing 
his  true  one  as  good  evidence  of  the  greatness  of  his  birth 
by  noble  and  worthy  actions,  as  by  the  token  that  he 
brought  with  him,  the  shoes  and  the  sword. 


THESEUS. 


7 


With  this  mind  and  these  thoughts,  he  set  forward  with 
a  design  to  do  injury  to  nobody,  but  to  repel  and  revenge 
himself  of  all  those  that  should  offer  any.  And  first  of 
all,  in  a  set  combat,  he  slew  Periphetes,  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  Epidaurus,  who  used  a  club  for  his  arms,  and 
from  thence  had  the  name  of  Corynetes,  or  the  club- 
bearer;  who  seized  upon  him,  and  forbade  him  to  go 
forward  in  his  journey.  Being  pleased  with  the  club, 
he  took  it,  and  made  it  his  weapon,  continuing  to  use 
it  as  Hercules  did  the  lion's  skin,  on  whose  shoulders 
that  served  to  prove  how  huge  a  beast  he  had  killed ;  and 
to  the  same  end  Theseus  carried  about  him  this  club; 
overcome  indeed  by  him,  but  now,  in  his  hands,  invincible. 

Passing  on  further  towards  the  Isthmus  of  Peloponnesus, 
he  slew  Sinnis,  often  surnamed  the  Bender  of  Pines,  after 
the  same  manner  in  which  he  himself  had  destroyed  many 
others  before.  And  this  he  did  without  having  either 
practised  or  ever  learned  the  art  of  bending  these  trees, 
to  show  that  natural  strength  is  above  all  art.  This  Sin- 
nis had  a  daughter  of  remarkable  beauty  and  stature, 
called  Perigune,  who,  when  her  father  was  killed,  fled, 
and  was  sought  after  everywhere  by  Theseus ;  and  com- 
ing into  a  place  overgl'own  with  brushwood,  shrubs,  and 
asparagus-thorn,  thei'e,  in  a  cliildlike,  innocent  manner, 
prayed  and  begged  them,  as  if  they  understood  her,  to 
give  her  shelter,  with  vo\^■s  that  if  she  escaped  she  would 
never  cut  them  down  nor  burn  them.  Bat  Theseus  call- 
ing upon  her,  and  giving  her  his  promise  that  he  would 
use  her  with  respect,  and  offer  her  no  injury,  she  came 
forth,  and  in  due  time  bore  him  a  son,  named  ]Melanippus  ; 
but  afterwards  was  married  to  Deioneus,  the  son  of 
Eurytus  the  CEchalian,  Theseus  himself  giving  her  to 
him.  loxus,  the  son  of  this  ]\[elanippus,  who  was  born  to 
Theseus,  accompanied  Ornytus  in  the  colony  that  he 
carried  with  him  into  Caria,  whence  it  is  a  family  usage 
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amon<;st  tlie  pcoph^  called  Icixids,  l.olli  male  and  female, 
never  to  burn  eillier  shrubs  or  asparagns-tborn,  but  to 
respect  and  honor  tlieui. 

The  C'ryuimyonian  sow,  which  they  called  Phsea,  was  a 
savage  and  formidable  wild  beast,  liy  no  means  an  enemy 
to  be  despised.  Theseus  killed  her,  going  out  of  his  way 
on  purpose  to  meet  and  engage  her,  so  that  he  might  not 
seem  to  perform  all  his  great  exploits  out  of  mere  neces- 
sity ;  being  also  of  opinion  that  it  \A'as  the  part  of  a  brave 
man  to  chastise  villanous  and  wicked  men  when  attacked 
by  them,  but  to  seek  out  and  overcome  the  more  noble 
wild  beasts.  Others  relate  that  Phtea  was  a  woman,  a 
robber  full  of  cruelty  and  lust,  that  lived  in  Crommyon, 
and  had  the  name  of  Sow  given  her  from  the  foulness 
of  her  life  and  manners,  and  afterwards  was  killed  by 
Theseus.  He  slew  also  Sciron,  upon  the  borders  of  Megar<a, 
casting  him  down  from  the  rocks,  being,  as  most  report,  a 
notorious  robber  of  all  passengers,  and,  as  others  add,  ac- 
customed, out  of  insolence  and  wantonness,  to  stretch 
forth  his  feet  to  strangers  commanding  them  to  wash  them, 
and  then  while  they  did  it,  with  a  kick  to  send  them  down 
the  rock  into  the  sea.  The  writers  of  Megara,  howevei'. 
in  contradiction  to  the  received  report,  and,  as  Siraonides 
expresses  it,  "  fighting  with  all  antiquity,"  contend  that 
Sciron  Avas  neither  a  robber  nor  door  of  violence,  but  a 
punisher  of  all  such,  and  the  relative  and  friend  of  good 
and  just  men ;  for  ^Eacus,  they  say,  was  ever  esteemed  a 
man  of  the  greatest  sanctity  of  all  the  Greeks  ;  and  Cych- 
reus,  th»  Salaminian,  was  honored  at  Athens  with  divine 
worship;  and  the  virtues  of  Peleus  and  Telamon  were  not 
unknown  to  any  one.  Xow  Sciron  was  son-in-law  to  Cych- 
reus,  father-ni-law  to  ^Pacus,  and  grandfather  to  Peleus 
and  'I'elamon,  who  were  both  of  them  sons  of  Endeis,  the 
daughter  of  Sciron  and  C'haricl.);  it  was  not  probable, 
therefore,  that  the  best  of  men  should  make  these  alliances 
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with  one  who  w.ts  worst,  givuig  and  receiving  mutually 
what  was  of  greatest  value  and  most  dear  to  them.  The- 
seus, by  their  account,  did  not  slay  Sciron  in  his  first 
journey  to  Athens,  but  afterwards,  when  he  tooli  Eleusis, 
a  city  of  the  Megarians,  having  circumvented  Diodes,  the 
governor.  Such  are  the  contradictions  in  this  story.  In 
Eleusis  he  killed  Cercyon,  the  Arcadian,  in  a  wrestling 
match.  And  going  on  a  little  further,  in  Erineus,  he  slew 
Damastes,  otherwise  called  Procrustes,  forcing  his  body  to 
the  size  of  his  own  bed,  as  he  himself  was  used  to  do  with 
all  strangers :  this  he  did  in  imitation  of  Hercules,  who 
always  returned  ujion  his  assailants  the  same  sort  of  violence 
that  they  offered  to  him  ;  sacrificed  Busiris,  killed  Antjeus 
in  wrestling,  and  Cycnus  in  single  combat,  and  Termerus 
by  breaking  his  skull  in  pieces  (whence,  they  say,  comes 
the  proverb  of  "  a  Termerian  mischief  for  it  seems  Ter- 
merus killed  passengers  that  he  met  by  running  with  his 
head  against  them.  And  so  also  Theseus  proceeded  in  the 
punishment  of  evil  men,  who  underwent  tlie  same  violence 
from  him  which  they  had  inflicted  upon  others,  justly 
suft'erhig  after  the  manner  of  their  own  injustice. 

As  he  went  forward  on  his  journey,  and  was  come  as  far  as 
the  river  Cephisus,  some  of  tlie  race  of  the  Phytalidse  met  him 
and  saluted  him,  and,  upon  his  desire  to  use  the  purifica- 
tions, then  in  custom,  they  performed  them  with  all  the 
usual  ceremonies,  and,  having  offered  propitiatory  sacrifices 
to  the  gods,  invited  him  and  entertained  him  at  their  house, 
a  kindness  which,  in  all  his  journey  hitherto,  he  had  not 
met. 

On  the  eighth  day  of  Cronius,  now  called  Hecatombcson, 
he  arrived  at  Athens,  where  he  found  the  public  affairs  full 
of  all  confusion,  and  divided  into  parties  and  factions, 
^geus  also,  and  his  whole  private  family,  laboring  under 
the  same  distemper ;  for  Medea,  having  fled  from  Corinth, 
and  promised  ^geus  to  make  him,  by  her  art,  capable  of 
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having  children,  was  living  with  him.  She  firs^t  was  awars 
of  Theseus,  whom  as  yet  .Egeus  did  not  knnw;  and  he  be- 
ing in  years,  full  of  jt'alousies  and  suspicious,  and  fearing 
everything  by  reason  of  the  faction  that  was  then  in  the 
city,  she  easily  persuaded  him  to  kill  him  by  poison  at  a 
banquet,  to  which  he  was  to  be  invited  as  a  stranger.  He, 
coming  to  the  entertainment,  thought  it  not  fit  to  discover 
himself  at  once,  but  willing  to  give  his  father  the  occasion 
of  first  finding  him  out,  the  meat  being  on  the  table,  he 
drew  his  sword  as  if  he  designed  to  cut  with  it ;  Ji]geus,at 
once  recognizing  tlie  token,  threw  down  the  cup  of  poison, 
and,  questioning  his  son,  embraced  him,  and  having  gathered 
together  all  his  citizens,  owned  him  publicly  before  them, 
who,  on  their  part,  received  him  gladly  for  the  fame  of  his 
greatness  and  bravery ;  and  it  is  said,  that  when  the  cup 
fell,  the  poison  was  spilt  there  where  now  is  the  enclosed 
space  in  the  Delphinium  ;  for  in  that  place  stood  ^geus's 
house,  and  the  figure  of  Mercury  on  the  east  side  of  the 
temple  is  called  the  Mercury  of  JEgeus's  gate. 

The  sons  of  Pallas,  who  before  were  quiet,  upon  expecta- 
tion of  recovering  the  kingdom  after  iEgeus's  death,  who 
was  without  issue,  as  soon  as  Theseus  appeared  and  was 
acknowledged  the  successor,  highly  resenting  that  ^geus 
first,  an  adopted  son  only  of  Pandion,  and  not  at  all  related 
to  the  family  of  Erechtheus,  should  be  holding  the  kingdom, 
and  that  after  him,  Theseus,  a  visitor  and  stranger,  should 
be  destined  to  succeed  to  it,  broke  out  into  open  war.  And 
dividing  themselves  into  two  companies,  one  part  of  them 
marched  openly  from  Sphettus,  with  their  father,  against 
the  city,  the  other,  hiding  themselves  in  the  village  0/ 
Gargettus,  lay  in  ambush,  with  a  design  to  set  upon  the 
enemy  on  both  sides.  They  had  with  them  a  crier  of  the 
township  of  Agnus,  named  Leos,  who  discovered  to  Theseus 
all  the  designs  of  the  Pallautida;.  ITe  immediately  fell 
upon  those  that  lay  m  ambuscade,  and  cut  them  all  off* 
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upon  tidings  of  which  Pallas  and  his  company  fled  and 
were  dispersed. 

From  hence  they  say  is  derived  the  custom  among  tlie 
people  of  the  township  of  Pallene  to  have  no  marriages 
or  any  alliance  with  the  people  of  Agnus,  nor  to  suffer  the 
criers  to  pronounce  in  their  proclamations  the  words  used 
in  all  other  parts  of  the  country,  AcouetS  Leoi  (Hear  ye 
people),  hating  the  very  sound  of  Leo,  because  of  the  treason 
of  Leos. 

Theseus,  longing  to  be  in  action,  and  desirous  also  to  make 
himself  popular,  left  Athens  to  fight  with  the  bull  of  Mara- 
thon,  which  did  no  small  mischief  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Tetrapolis.  And  having  overcome  it,  he  brought  it  alive 
in  triumph  through  the  city,  and  afterwards  sacrificed  it  to 
the  Delphinian  Apollo.  The  story  of  Hecale,  also,  of  her 
receiving  and  entertaining  Theseus  in  this  expedition,  seems 
to  be  not  altogether  void  of  truth ;  for  the  townships  round 
about,  meeting  upon  a  certain  day,  used  to  offer  a  sacrifice 
which  they  called  Hecalesia,  to  Jupiter  Hecaleius,  and  to 
pay  honor  to  Hecale,  whom,  by  a  diminutive  name,  they 
called  Hecalene,  because  she,  while  entertaining  Theseus, 
who  was  quite  a  youth,  addressed  him,  as  old  people  do, 
with  similar  endearing  diminutives ;  and  having  made  a 
vow  to  Jupiter  for  him  as  he  was  going  to  the  fight,  that,  if 
he  returned  in  safety,  she  would  offer  sacrifices  in  thanks 
of  it,  and  dying  before  he  came  back,  she  had  these  honors 
given  her  by  way  of  return  for  her  hospitality,  by  the  com- 
mand of  Theseus,  as  Philochorus  tells  us. 

Not  long  after  arrived  the  third  time  from  Crete  the 
collectors  of  the  tribute  which  the  Athenians  paid  them 
upon  the  following  occasion.  Androgens  having  been 
treacherously  murdered  in  the  confines  of  Attica,  not  only 
Minos,  his  father,  put  the  Athenians  to  extreme  distress  by 
a  perpetual  war,  but  the  gods  also  laid  waste  their  country  ; 
both  famine  and  pestilence  lay  heavy  upon  them,  and  even 
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their  rivers  were  dried  up.  Being  told  hy  the  oracle  that, 
If  they  appeased  and  reconciled  IMinos,  tiie  anger  jf  the 
gods  would  cease  and  they  should  enjoy  rest  from  the 
miseries  they  labored  under,  they  sent  heralds,  and  with 
much  supplication  were  at  last  reconciled,  entering  into  an 
agreement  to  send  to  Crete  every  nine  years  a  tribute  of 
seven  young  men  and  as  many  virgins,  as  most  writers 
agree  in  stating ;  and  the  most  poetical  story  adds,  that  the 
Minotaur  destroyed  them,  or  that,  wandering  in  the  laby- 
rinth, and  finding  no  possible  means  of  getting  out,  they 
miserably  ended  their  lives  there ;  and  that  this  Minotaur 
was  (as  Euripides  hath  it) 

A  mingled  form  where  two  strange  shapes  combined, 
And  different  natures,  bull  and  man,  were  joined. 

But  Philochorus  says  that  the  Cretans  will  by  no  means 
allow  the  truth  of  this,  but  say  that  the  labyrinth  was  only 
an  ordinary  prison,  having  no  other  bad  quality  but  that  It 
secured  the  prisoners  from  escaping,  and  that  Minos,  having 
instituted  games  in  honor  of  Androgeus,  gave,  as  a  reward 
to  the  victors,  these  youths,  who  in  the  mean  time  were 
kept  in  the  labyrinth  ;  and  that  the  first  that  overcame  in 
those  games  was  one  of  the  greatest  power  and  command 
among  them,  named  Taurus,  a  man  of  no  merciful  or  gentle 
disposition,  who  treated  the  Athenians  that  were  made  his 
prize  in  a  proud  and  cruel  manner.    Also  Aristotle  himself, 
in  the  account  that  he  gives  of  the  form  of  government  of 
the  Bottiteans,  is  manifestly  of  opinion  that  the  youths  were 
not  slain  by  Minos,  but  spent  the  remainder  of  their  days 
in  slavery  in  Crete  ;  that  the  Cretans,  in  former  times,  to 
acquit  themselves  of  an  ancient  vow  which  they  had  made, 
were  used  to  send  an  offei  in  t^  of  the  first-fruits  of  their  men 
to  Delphi,  and  that  some  descendants  of  these  Athenian 
slaves  were  mingled  with  them  and  sent  amongst  them,  and, 
unable  to  get  their  living  there,  removed  from  thence,'  first 
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Into  Italy,  and  settled  about  Japygia ;  from  thence  again, 
that  they  removed  to  Thrace,  ani  were  named  Bottiseans  ; 
and  that  this  is  the  reason  whj ,  in  a  certain  sacrifice,  the 
Bottiaean  girls  sing  a  hymn  beginning  Xet  us  go  to  Athens. 
This  may  show  us  how  dangerous  it  is  to  incur  the  hostility 
of  a  city  that  is  mistress  of  eloquence  and  song.  For  Minos 
was  always  ill  spoken  of,  and  represented  ever  as  a  very 
wicked  man,  in  the  Athenian  theatres ;  neither  did  Hesiod 
avail  him  "by  calling  him  "the  most  royal  Minos,'^'  nor 
Homer,  who  styles  him  Juj) iter's  familiar  friend;''''  i\iQ 
tragedians  got  the  better,  and  fro:n  the  vantage  ground 
of  the  stage  showered  down  obloquy  upon  him,  as  a  man 
of  cruelty  and  violence ;  whereas,  in  fact,  he  appears  to 
have  been  a  king  and  a  lawgiver,  and  Tiliadamanthus,  a 
judge  under  him,  administering  the  statutes  that  he 
ordained. 

Now,  when  the  time  of  the  third  tribute  was  come,  and 
the  fathers  who  had  any  young  men  for  their  sons  were  to 
proceed  by  lot  to  the  choice  of  those  that  were  to  be  sent, 
there  arose  fresh  discontents  and  accusations  against  J^geus 
among  the  people,  who  were  full  of  grief  and  indignation 
that  he  who  was  the  cause  of  all  their  miseries  was  the 
only  person  exempt  from  the  punishment ;  adopting  and 
settling  his  kingdom  upon  a  bastard  and  foreign  son,  he 
took  no  thought,  they  said,  of  tlieir  destitution  and  loss, 
notof  bastards,  but  lawful  children.  These  things  sensibly 
alfected  Theseus,  who,  thinking  it  but  just  not  to  disregard, 
but  rather  i^artake  of,  the  sufferings  of  his  fellow-citizens, 
offered  himself  for  one  without  any  lot.  All  else  were 
struck  with  admiration  for  the  nobleness  and  with  love  for 
the  goodness  of  the  act ;  and  ^geus,  after  prayers  and  en- 
treaties, finding  him  inflexible  and  not  to  be  persuaded, 
proceeded  to  the  choosing  of  tlie  rest  by  lot.  Ilellanicus, 
however,  tells  us  that  the  Athenians  did  not  send  the  young 
men  and  virgins  by  lot,  but  that  IVIinos  himself  used  to 


14  PLUTARCrrS  LIVES. 

come  and  make  his  own  choice,  and  pitchtd  uiion  Theseus 
before  all  otliers;  according  to  the  conditions  agreed  upon 
between  thcni,  namely,  that  the  Athenians  should  furnish 
them  with  a  ship,  and  that  the  yuung  men  that  were 
to  sail  with  him  should  carry  no  weapons  of  war;  but 
that  if  the  Minotaur  was  destroyed,  the  tribute  should 
cease. 

On  the  two  former  occasions  of  the  payment  of  the 
tribute,  entertaining  no  hopes  of  safety  or  return,  they  sent 
out  the  ship  with  a  black  sail,  as  to  unavoidable  destruc- 
tion ;  but  now,  Theseus  encouraging  his  father,  and  speak- 
ing greatly  of  himself,  as  confident  that  he  should  kill  the 
Minotaur,  he  gave  the  pilot  another  sail,  which  was  white, 
commanding  him,  as  he  returned,  if  Theseus  were  safe,  to 
make  use  of  that ;  but  if  not,  to  sail  with  the  black  one, 
and  to  hang  out  that  sign  of  his  misfortune.  Sinionides 
says  that  the  sail  which  Jigeus  delivered  to  the  pilot  was 
not  white,  but 

Scarlet,  in  the  juicy  bloom 
Of  the  living  oalc-tree  steeped, 

and  that  this  was  to  be  the  sign  of  their  escape.  Phereclus, 
son  of  Amarsyas,  according  to  Simonides,  was  pilot  of  the 
ship.  But  Philochorus  says  Theseus  had  sent  him  by 
Scirus,  from  Salamis,  Nausithoiis  to  be  his  steersman,  and 
Phseax  his  lookout  man  in  the  prow,  the  Athenians  having 
as  yat  not  applied  themselves  to  navigation;  and  that 
Scirus  did  this  because  one  of  the  young  men,  Menesthes, 
was  his  daughter's  son  ;  and  this  the  chapels  of  Nausithofls 
and  Phseax,  built  by  Theseus  near  the  temple  of  Scirus, 
confirm.  He  adds,  also,  that  the  feast  named  Cybernesia 
was  in  honor  of  them.  The  lot  being  cast,  and  Theseus 
having  received  out  of  the  Prytaneum  those  upon  whom  It 
fell,  he  went  to  the  Delphinium,  and  made  an  offering 
for  them  to  Apollo  of  his  suupliant's  badge,  which  was  a 
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bough  of  a  consecrated  olive-tree,  with  white  Xiooi  tied 
about  it. 

Having  thus  performed  his  devotion,  he  went  to  sea,  the 
sixth  day  of  Munychion,  on  which  day  even  to  this  time 
the  Athenians  sent  their  virgins  to  the  sauie  temple  to 
make  supplication  to  the  gods.  It  is  farthev  reported  that 
he  was  commanded  by  the  oracle  of  Delphi  to  make  Venus 
his  guide,  and  to  invoke  her  as  the  companion  and  con- 
ductress of  his  voyage,  and  that  as  he  was  sacrificing  a  she- 
goat  to  her  by  the  seaside,  it  was  suddenly  changed  Into 
a  he,  and  for  this  cause  that  goddess  had  the  name  of 
Epitragia. 

When  he  arrived  at  Crete,  as  raowt  of  the  ancient  his- 
torians as  well  as  poets  tell  us,  having  a  clue  of  thread 
given  him  by  Ariadne,  who  had  fallen  in  love  with  him, 
and  being  instructed  by  her  how  to  use  it  so  as  to  conduct 
him  through  the  windings  of  the  labyrinth,  Le  escaped  out 
of  it  and  slew  the  Minotaur,  and  sailed  back,  taking  along 
with  him  Ariadne  and  the  young  Athenian  captives. 
Pherecydes  adds  that  he  bored  holes  in  the  bottom  of  the 
Cretan  ships  to  hinder  their  pursuit.  Demon  writes  that 
Taurus,  the  chief  captain  of  Minos,  was  slain  by  Theseus 
at  the  mouth  of  the  port,  in  a  naval  combat,  as  he  was 
sailing  out  for  Athens.  But  Philochorus  gives  us  the  story 
thus :  That  at  the  setting  forth  ox  the  yearly  games  by 
King  Minos,  Taurus  was  expected  to  carry  away  the  prize, 
as  he  had  done  before ;  and  waa  much  grudged  the  honor. 
His  character  and  manners  made  his  power  hateful,  and  he 
was  accused  moreover  of  too  near  familiarity  with  Pasiphae, 
for  which  reason,  when  Theseus  desired  the  combat, 
Minos  readily  complied.  Ar^d  as  it  was  a  custom  in  Crete 
that  the  women  also  should  be  admitted  to  the  sight  of 
these  games,  Ariadne,  being  present,  was  struck  with  ad- 
miration of  the  manly  beauty  of  Theseus,  and  the  vigor 
and  address  which  he  showed  in.  the  combat,  overcoming 
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all  that  encountered  wltli  him.  Minos,  to.,,  heiug  extremely 
pleased  with  him,  especially  becaust^  I.-  l^^l  overthrown 
and  disgraced  Taurus,  voluntarily  ga\e  up  tin;  young  cap- 
tives to  Theseus,  and  remitted  the  tribute  to  the  Athenians. 
Clidemus  gives  an  account  peculiar  to  himself,  very  ambi- 
tiously, and  beginning  a  great  way  back :  That  it  vvas  a 
decree  consented  to  by  all  C4reeee,  that  no  vessel  from  any 
place,  containing  above  live  persons,  should  be  permitted  to 
sail,  Jason  only  excejited,  who  was  made  captain  of  the  great 
ship  Argo,  to  sail  about  and  scour  the  sea  of  pirates.  But 
Daedalus  having  escaped  from  Crete,  and  flying  by  sea  to 
Athens,  Minos,  contraiy  to  this  decree,  pursued  him  with 
his  ships  of  war,  was  forced  by  a  storm  upon  Sicily,  and 
there  ended  his  life.  After  his  decease,  Deucalion,  his  son, 
desiring  a  quarrel  with  the  Athenians,  sent  to  them,  de- 
manding that  they  should  deliver  up  Daedalus  to  hiiu, 
threatening,  upon  their  refusal,  to  put  to  death  all  the 
young  Athenians  whom  his  father  bad  received  as  hostages 
from  the  city.  To  this  angry  message  Theseus  returned 
a  very  gentle  answer,  excusing  himself  that  he  could  not 
deliver  up  Daedalus,  who  was  nearly  related  to  him,  being 
his  cousin-german,  his  mother  being  Merope,  the  daughter 
of  Erechtheus.  In  the  meanwhile  he  secretly  prepared  a 
navy,  part  of  it  at  home  near  the  village  of  the  Thymoetadse, 
a  place  of  no  resort,  and  far  from  any  common  roads,  the 
other  part  by  his  grandfather  Pittheus's  means  at  Trcezen, 
that  so  his  design  might  be  carried  on  with  the  greatest 
secrecy.  As  soon  as  ever  his  fleet  was  in  readiness,  he  set 
sail,  having  with  him  Dtedalus  and  other  exiles  from  Crete 
for  his  guides  ;  and  none  of  the  Cretans  having  any  knowl- 
edge of  his  coming,  but  imagining  when  they  saw  his  fleet 
that  they  were  friends  and  vessels  of  their  own  he  soon 
made  himself  master  of  the  port,  and  innnediately  making 
a  descent,  reached  Gnossus  before  any  notice  of  hh  coming, 
and,  in  a  battle  before  the  gates  of  the  labyrinth,  put  Deu- 
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calion  and  all  his  guards  to  the  sword.  The  government 
by  this  means  falling  to  Ariadne,  he  made  a  league  with 
her,  and  received  the  captives  of  her,  and  ratified  a  per- 
petual friendship  between  the  Athenians  and  the  Cretans, 
whom  he  engaged  under  an  oath  never  again  to  connnence 
any  war  with  Athens. 

There  are  yet  many  other  traditions  about  these  things, 
and  as  many  concerning  Ariadne,  all  inconsistent  w  ith  each 
other.  Some  relate  that  she  hung  herself,  being  deserted 
by  Theseus.  Others  that  she  was  carried  away  by  liis 
sailors  to  the  isle  of  Xaxos,  and  married  to  CEnarus,  priest 
of  Bacchus  ;  and  that  Theseus  left  her  because  he  fell  iu 
love  with  another, 

For  Ogle's  love  was  burning  iu  his  breast ; 

a  verse  which  Hereas,  the  Megarian,  says  was  formerly  in 
the  poet  Hesiod's  works,  but  put  out  by  Pisistratns,  in  like 
manner  as  he  added  in  Homer's  Raising  of  the  Dead,  to 
gratify  the  Athenians,  the  line 

Theseus,  Pirithous,  mighty  son  of  gods. 

Others  say  Ariadne  had  sons  also  by  Theseus,  O^nopion 
and  Staphylus  ;  and  among  these  is  the  poet  Ion  of  Chios, 
who  writes  of  his  own  native  city — 

Which  once  iEnopion,  son  of  Theseus  built. 

But  the  more  famous  of  the  legendary  stories  everybody 

(as  I  may  say)  has  in  his  mouth.    In  Pseon,  however,  the 

Amatliusian,  there  is  a  story  given,  diifering  from  the  rest. 

For  he  writes  that  Theseus,  being  driven  by  a  storm  upon 

the  isle  of  Cyprus,  and  having  aboard  with  him  Ariadne, 

big  with  child,  and  extremely  discomposed  with  the  rolling 

of  the  sea,  set  her  on  shore,  and  left  her  there  alone,  to 

return  himself  and  help  the  ship,  when,  on  a  sudden,  a 

violent  wind  carried  him  again  out  to  sea.    That  the 

women  of  the  island  received  Ariadne  very  kindly,  and  did 
2 
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all  they  could  to  console  and  alleviati'  her  distress  at  being 
Jeft  behind.  That  they  counterfeited  kind  liters,  and 
delivered  them  to  her,  as  sent  from  llie-ms,  and,  when 
she  fell  in  labor,  were  diligent  in  i-erforniing  to  her  every 
needful  service;  but  that  she  died  before  she  could  be 
delivered,  and  was  honorably  interred.  That  soon  after 
Theseus  returned,  and  was  greatly  afflicted  for  her  loss, 
and  at  his  departure  left  a  sum  of  money  among  the  people 
of  tlie  island,  oidering  them  to  do  sacrifice  to  Ariadne;  and 
caused  two  little  images  to  be  made  and  dedicated  to  her, 
one  of  silver  and  the  otlier  of  brass.  Moreover,  that  on 
the  second  day  of  Gorpiseus,  which  is  sacred  to  Ariadne, 
they  have  this  ceremony  among  their  sacrifices,  to  have  a 
youth  lie  down  and  with  his  voice  and  gesture  represent 
the  pains  of  a  woman  in  travail;  and  that  the  Amathusians 
call  the  grove  in  which  they  show  her  tomb  the  grove  of 
Venus  Ariadne. 

Differing  yet  from  this  account,  some  of  the  Naxians 
write  that  there  were  two  Minoses  and  two  Ariadnes,  one 
of  whom,  they  say,  was  married  to  Bacchus,  in  the  isle  of 
Naxos,  and  bore  the  children  Staphylus  and  his  brother; 
but  that  the  other,  of  a  later  age,  was  carried  off  by  Theseus, 
and,  being  afterwards  deserted  by  him,  retired  to  Naxos, 
with  her  nurse  Corcyna,  whose  grave  they  yet  show.  That 
this  Ariadne  also  died  there,  and  was  worshipped  by  the 
island,  but  in  a  different  manner  from  the  former ;  for  her 
day  is  celebrated  with  general  joy  and  revelling,  but  all  the 
sacrifices  i)erformed  to  the  latter  are  attended  with  mourn, 
ing  and  gloom. 

Now  Theseus,  in  bis  return  from  Crete,  put  in  at  Delos, 
and  having  sacrificed  to  the  god  of  the  island,  dedicated  to 
the  temple  the  iina^p  of  Venus  which  Ariadne  had  given 
him,  and  danced  with  the  young  Athenians  a  dance  that, 
in  memory  of  him,  tliey  say  is  sliU  preserved  among  the 
inhabitants  of  Delos,  consisting  in  .  ertain  measured  turu 
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ings  and  returnings,  imitative  of  the  winiyi"?.  frequent 
ings  of  the  labyrinth.  And  this  dance,  a^^  ^'^^  ^^^^ 
writes,  is  called  among  the  Delians  the  Crane.^"*^  .^^^^^^^^ 
danced  around  the  Ceratonian  Altar,  so  called  f.^'^o  ^^^^ 
consisting  of  horns  taken  from  the  left  side  of  the  ]?*"o'^'^ 
They  say  also  that  he  instituted  games  in  Delos,  where 
was  the  first  that  began  the  custom  of  giving  a  palm  to  the"** 
victors. 

When  they  were  come  near  the  coast  of  Attica,  so  great 
was  the  joy  for  the  happy  success  of  theii-  voyage,  that 
neither  Theseus  himself  nor  the  pilot  remembered  to  hang 
out  the  sail  which  should  liave  been  the  token  of  their 
safety  to  ^geus,  who,  in  despair  at  the  sight,  threw  him- 
self headlong  from  a  rock,  and  perished  in  the  sea.  But 
Theseus  being  arrived  at  the  port  of  Phalerum,  paid  there 
the  sacrifices  which  he  had  vowed  to  the  gods  at  his  setting 
out  to  sea,  and  sent  a  herald  to  the  city  to  carry  the  news 
of  his  safe  return.  At  his  entrance,  the  herald  found  the 
people  for  the  most  part  full  of  grief  for  the  loss  of  their 
king  ;  others,  as  may  well  be  believed,  as  full  of  joy  for  the 
tidings  that  he  brought,  and  eager  to  welcome  him  and 
crown  him  with  garlands  for  his  good  news,  which  he  in- 
deed accepted  of,  but  hung  them  upon  his  herald's  staff; 
and  thus  returning  to  the  seaside  before  Theseus  had 
finished  his  libation  to  the  gods,  he  stayed  apart  for  fear  of 
disturbing  the  holy  rites  ;  but,  as  soon  as  the  libation  was 
ended,  went  up  and  related  the  king's  death,  upon  the 
hearing  of  which,  with  great  lamentations  and  a  confused 
tumult  of  grief,  they  ran  with  all  haste  to  the  city.  And 
from  hence,  they  say,  it  comes  that  at  this  day,  in  the  feast 
of  Oschophoria,  the  herald  is  not  crowned,  but  his  staff, 
and  all  who  are  present  at  the  libation  ci  y  out  eleleu,  iou, 
iou,  the  first  of  which  confused  sounds  is  commonly  used 
by  men  in  haste,  or  at  a  triumph,  the  other  is  proper  to 
people  in  consternation  or  disorder  of  mind. 
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all  they  could  to^,^^  iy,,,eval  of  his  father,  paid  his  vows  w 
left  hehmd.  ^.^^^^j^  ^.^^  Pyanepsiou  ;  for  on  that  day  the 
delivered  tY^.tm.„eci  ^yith  him  safe  from  Crete  made  their 
she  fellj^Q  j-jjg  g{^y_  xhey  say,  also,  that  the  custom  of  buil- 
"^^'Jtulse  at  this  feast  is  derived  from  hence  ;  because  the 
*^.?uiig  men  that  escaped  put  all  that  was  left  of  their  pro- 
vision together,  and,  boiling  it  in  one  common  pot,  feasted 
themselves  with  it,  and  ate  it  all  up  togetlier.  Hence,  also, 
they  carry  in  procession  an  olive  branch  bound  about  with 
wool  (such  as  they  then  made  use  of  in  their  supplications), 
wliich  they  call  Eiresione,  ci'owned  with  all  sorts  of  fruits, 
to  signify  that  scarcity  and  barrenness  was  ceased,  singing 
in  their  procession  this  song  : — 

Eiresione  bring  flgs,  and  Eiresione  bring  loaves  ; 
Bring  us  honey  in  pints,  and  oil  to  rub  on  our  bodies, 
And  a  strong  flagon  of  wine,  for  all  to  go  mellow  to  bed  on. 

Although  some  hold  opinion  that  this  ceremony  is  retained 
in  memory  of  the  Ileraclidae,  who  were  thus  entertained 
and  brought  up  by  the  Athenians.  But  most  are  of  tlie 
opinion  which  we  have  given  above. 

Tlie  ship  wherein  Theseus  and  the  youth  of  Athens  re- 
turned had  thirty  oars,  and  was  preserved  by  the  Athenians 
down  even  to  the  time  of  Demetrius  Phalereus,  for  tliey 
took  away  tlie  old  planks  as  they  decayed,  putting  in  new 
and  stronger  timber  in  their  i^lace,  insomuch  that  this  ship 
became  a  standing  example  among  the  philosophers,  for  the 
logical  question  of  things  that  grow  ;  one  side  liolding  that 
tlie  ship  remained  the  same,  and  the  other  contending  that 
it  was  not  the  same. 

The  f  ?ast  called  Oschophoria,  or  the  feast  of  boughs,  which 
to  this  day  the  Athenians  celebrate,  was  then  first  instituted 
by  Theseus.  For  he  took  not  with  him  the  full  number  of 
virgins  which  by  lot  were  to  be  can-ied  away,  but  selected 
two  youths  of  his  acquaintance,  of  fair  and  womanish  faces, 
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l)nt  of  a  manly  and  forward  spirit,  and  having,  by  frequent 
baths,  and  avoiding  the  heat  and  scorching  of  the  sun,  with 
a  constant  use  of  all  the  ointments  and  washes  and  dresses 
that  serve  to  the  adorning  of  the  head  or  smoothing  the 
skin  or  improving  the  complexion,  in  a  manner  changed 
them  from  what  they  were  before,  and  having  taught  them 
farther  to  counterfeit  the  very  voice  and  carriage  and  gait 
of  virgins  so  that  there  could  not  be  the  least  difference 
perceived,  he,  undiscovered  by  any,  put  them  into  tl;e 
number  of  the  Athenian  maids  designed  for  Crete.  At  his 
return,  he  and  these  two  youths  led  up  a  solemn  procession, 
in  the  same  habit  that  is  now  worn  by  those  who  carry  the 
vine-branches.  These  branches  they  carry  in  honor  oi 
Bacchus  and  Ariadne,  for  the  sake  of  their  story  before 
related ;  or  rather  because  they  happened  to  return  in 
autumn,  the  time  of  gathering  the  grapes.  The  women, 
whom  they  call  Deipnopherse,  or  supper-carriers,  are  taken 
into  these  ceremonies,  and  assist  at  the  sacrifice,  in  remem- 
brance and  imitation  of  the  mothers  of  the  young  men  and 
virgins  upon  whom  the  lot  fell,  for  thus  they  ran  about 
bringing  bread  and  meat  to  their  children  ;  and  because  the 
women  then  told  their  sons  and  daughters  many  tales  and 
stories,  to  comfort  and  encourage  them  under  the  danger 
tliey  were  going  upon,  it  has  still  continued  a  custom  that 
at  this  feast  old  fables  and  tales  should  be  told.  For  these 
particularities  we  are  indebted  to  the  history  of  Demon. 
There  was  then  a  place  chosen  out,  and  a  temple  erected  in 
it  to  Theseus,  and  those  families  out  of  whom  the  tribute 
of  the  youth  was  gathered  were  appointed  to  pay  a  tax  tc 
the  temple  for  sacrifices  to  him.  And  the  house  of  the 
Phytalidse  had  the  overseeing  of  these  sacrifices,  Theseus 
doing  them  that  honor  in  recompense  of  their  former  hos- 
pitality. 

Xow,  after  the  death  of  his  father  ^geus,  forming  in  his 
TOind  a  great  and  wonderful  design,  he  gathered  together 
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all  the  inhabitants  of  Attica  into  one  town,  an(i  iiiade  them 
one  people  of  one  city,  whereas  before  they  lived  dispersed, 
and  were  not  easy  to  assemble  upon  any  affair  for  the  com- 
mon  interest.  Nay,  differences  and  even  wars  often  oc- 
curred  between  them,  which  he  by  his  persuasions  appeased, 
going  from  township  to  township,  and  from  tribe  to  tribe. 
And  those  of  a  more  private  and  mean  condition  readily 
embracing  such  good  advice,  to  those  of  greater  power  he 
promised  a  commonwealth  without  monarchy,  a  democracy, 
or  people's  government,  in  which  he  should  only  be  con- 
tinued as  their  commander  in  war  and  the  protector  of  their 
laws,  all  things  else  being  equally  distributed  among  them ; 
— and  by  this  means  brought  a  part  of  them  over  to  his 
proposal.  The  rest,  fearing  his  power,  which  was  already 
grown  very  formidable,  and  knowing  his  courage  and  res- 
olution, chose  rather  to  be  persuaded  than  forced  into  a 
compliance.  He  then  dissolved  all  the  distinct  state-houses, 
council  halls,  and  magistracies,  and  built  one  common  state- 
house  and  council  hall  on  the  site  of  the  present  upper 
town,  and  gave  the  name  of  Athens  to  the  whole  state, 
ordaining  a  common  feast  and  sacrifice,  which  he  called 
Panathenaea,  or  the  sacrifice  of  all  the  united  Athenians. 
He  instituted  also  another  sacrifice  called  Metoecia,  or  Feast 
of  Migration,  which  is  yet  celebrated  on  the  sixteenth 
day  of  Hecatombaeon.  Then,  as  he  had  promised,  he  laid 
down  his  regal  power  and  proceeded  to  order  a  common- 
wealth, entering  upon  this  great  work  not  without  advice 
from  the  gods.  For  having  sent  to  consult  the  oracle  of 
Delphi  coiT^erning  the  fortune  of  his  new  government  and 
city,  he  recoived  this  answer:  

Son  of  the  Pitthean  maid 
To  your  town  the  terms  and  fate* 
My  father  gives  of  many  states.  * 
Be  not  anxious  nor  afraid  ; 
The  bladder  wiU  not  fail  to  swim 
On  the  waves  that  compass  him. 
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Which  oracle,  they  say,  one  of  the  sibyls  long  after  did  in 
A  manner  repeat  to  the  Athenians,  in  this  verse :  — 

The  bladder  may  be  dipt,  but  not  be  drowned. 

Farther  yet  designing  to  enlarge  his  city,  he  invited  all 
strangers  to  come  and  enjoy  equal  privileges  with  the  na- 
tives, and  it  is  said  that  the  common  form.  Come  hither,  aU 
ye  people,  was  the  words  that  Theseus  proclaimed  when  he 
thus  set  up  a  commonwealth,  in  a  manner,  for  all  nations 
Yet  he  did  not  suffer  his  state,  by  the  pi  omiscuous  nml- 
titude  that  flowed  in,  to  be  turned  into  confusion  and  be 
left  without  any  order  or  degree,  but  was  tlie  first  that 
divided  the  Commonwealth  into  three  distinct  ranlcs,  the 
noblemen,  the  husbandmen,  and  artificers.  To  the  nobility 
he  committed  the  care  of  religion,  the  choice  of  magistrates, 
the  teaching  and  dispensing  of  the  laws,  and  interpretation 
and  direction  in  all  sacred  matters ;  tlie  whole  city  being, 
as  it  were,  reduced  to  an  exact  equality,  the  nobles  excelling 
the  rest  in  honor,  the  husbandmen  in  profit,  and  the  artifi- 
cers in  number.  And  that  Theseus  was  tlie  first,  who,  as 
Aristotle  says,  out  of  an  inclination  to  popular  government, 
parted  with  the  regal  power.  Homer  also  seems  to  testify, 
in  his  catalogue  of  the  ships,  where  he  gives  the  name  of 
People  to  the  Athenians  only. 

He  also  coined  money,  and  stamped  it  with  the  image  of 
an  ox,  either  in  memory  of  the  Marathonial  bull,  or  of 
Taurus  whom  he  vanquished,  or  else  to  put  his  people  in 
mind  to  follow  husbandry ;  and  from  this  coin  came  the 
expression  so  frequent  among  the  Greeks,  of  a  thing  being 
worth  ten  or  a  hundred  oxen.  After  this  he  joined  Megara 
to  Attica,  and  erected  that  famous  pillar  on  the  Isthmus, 
which  bears  an  inscription  of  two  lines,  showing  the  bounas 
of  the  two  countries  that  meet  there.  On  the  east  side  the 
inscription  is, — 

Peloponnesus  there,  Ionia  here, 

and.  on  the  west  side, — 

Peloponnesus  here,  loula  thero. 
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He  also  instituted  the  games,  iu  emulation  of  Tlerc  iles,  be 
ing  ambitious  that  as  the  Greeks,  by  that  hev..^  appoint, 
ment,  celebrated  the  Olympian  games  to  the  honor  ol 
Jupiter,  so  by  his  institution,  tlicy  should  celebrate  the 
Isthmian  to  the  honor  of  Neptune.  For  those  that  were 
there  before  observed,  dedicated  to  ^ielicerta,  Avere  per- 
formed  privately  in  the  night,  and  had  the  form  rather  of 
a  religious  rite  than  of  an  open  spectacle  or  public  feast. 
There  are  some  who  say  that  the  Isthmian  games  were 
-iirst  instituted  in  memory  of  Sciron.  Theseus  thus  making 
expiation  for  his  death,  upon  account  of  the  nearness  of 
kilidred  between  them,  Sciron  being  the  son  of  Canethus 
and  Heniocha,  the  daughter  of  Pittheus ;  though  otliera 
write  that  Sinnis,  not  Sciron,  was  their  son,  and  that  to  his 
honor,  and  not  to  the  other's,  these  games  were  ordained  by 
Theseus.  At  the  same  time  he  made  an  agreement  with  the 
Corinthians,  that  they  should  allow  those  that  came  frpiu 
Athens  to  the  celebration  of  the  Isthmian  games  as  niucn 
space  of  honor  before  the  rest  to  behold  the  spectacle  in, 
as  the  sail  of  the  ship  that  brought  them  thither,  stretched 
,to  its  full  extent,  could  cover ;  so  Hellanicus  and  Andro  of 
Halicarnassus  have  established. 

Concerning  his  voyage  into  the  Euxine  Sqa,  Philochoru? 
and  some  others  write  that  he  made  it  with  Hercules,  offer- 
ing him  his  service  in  the  war  against  the  Amazons,  and 
had  Antiope  given  him  for  the  reward  of  liis  valor  ;  but 
the  greater  number,  of  whom  are  Pherecydes,  Hellanicus, 
and  Ilerodorus,  write  that  he  made  this  voyage  many  years, 
after  Hercules,  with  a  navy  under  his  own  command,  and 
took  the  Amazon  prisoner— the  more  probable  story,  for 
we  do  not  read  that  any  other,  of  all  those  that  accompanied 
him  in  this  action,  took  any  Amazon  prisoner.  Bion  adds, 
that,  to  take  her,  he  had  to  use  deceit  and  fly  away ;  for 
the  Amazons,  he  says,  being-  naturally  lovers  of  men,  were 
BO  far  from  avoiding  Theseus  when  he  touched  upon  theu 
coasts,  that  they  sent  him  presents  to  his  ship  •  but  he, 
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having  invited  Antiope,  wlio  brought  them,  to  come  aboard, 
immediately  set  sail  and  carried  lier  away.  An  author 
named  Meiiecrates,  that  wrote  the  History  of  Nicae  in 
Bithynia,  adds,  that  Theseus,  having  Antiope  aboard  his 
vessel,  cruised  for  some  time  about  those  coasts,  and  that 
thei'e  were  in  the  same  ship  three  young  men  of  Athens, 
that  accompanied  iiim  in  this  voyage,  all  brothers,  whose 
names  were  Euneos,  Thoas,  and  Soloon.  The  last  of  these 
fell  desperately  in  love  with  Antiope,  and,  escaping  the 
notice  of  the  rest,  revealed  the  secret  only  to  one  of  his 
most  intimate  acquaintances,  and  employed  him  to  disclose 
Iiis  passion  to  Antiope.  She  rejected  his  pretences  with  a 
very  positive  denial,  yet  treated  the  matter  with  much 
gentleness  and  discretion,  and  made  no  complaint  to  The- 
seus of  anything  that  had  happened  ;  but  Soloon,  the  thing 
being  desperate,  leaped  into  a  river  near  the  seaside  and 
drowned  himself.  As  soon  as  Theseus  was  acquainted 
with  his  death,  and  his  unhappy  love  that  was  the  cause 
of  it,  he  was  extremely  distressed,  and,  in  the  height  of  his 
grief,  an  oracle  which  he  had  formei-ly  received  at  Delphi 
came  into  his  mind;  for  he  had  been  commanded  by  the 
priestess  of  Apollo  Pythius,  that  wherever  in  a  strange 
lilnd  he  was  most  sorrowful  and  under  tlie  greatest  aiflic- 
tion,  he  should  build  a  city  there,  and  leave  some  of  his 
followers  to  be  governors  of  the  place.  Fov  this  cause  he 
there  founded  a  city,  which  he  called,  from  the  name  of 
Apollo,  Pythopolis,  and,  in  honor  of  the  unfortunate  youth, 
he  named  the  river  that  runs  by  it  Soloon,  and  left  the  two 
surviving  brothers  intrusted  with  the  care  of  the  govern- 
ment and  laws,  joining  with  them  Ilermus,  one  of  the  no- 
bility of  Athens,  from  whom  a  place  in  the  city  is  called  the 
House  of  Hermus  ;  though  by  an  error  in  tlie  accent  it  has 
been  taken  for  the  House  of  Hermes,  or  Mercury,  and 
the  honor  that  was  designed  to  the  hero,  transferred  to 
the  god. 

This  was  the  origin  and  cause  of  the  Amazonian  invasion 
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of  Attica,  which  would  seem  to  have  been  no  >'  ight  01 
womanish  enterprise.  For  it  is  impossible  that  they  should 
have  placed  their  camp  in  the  very  city,  and  joined  battle 
close  by  the  Pnyx  and  the  hill  called  IVIasenin,  unless, 
having  first  conquered  the  country  round  about,  they  had 
thus  with  impunity  advanced  to  the  city.  That  they  made 
so  long  a  journey  by  land,  and  passed  the  Cimmerian  Bos- 
phorus,  when  frozen,  as  ITellanicus  writes,  is  difficult  to  be 
believed.  That  they  encamped  all  but  in  the  city  is  certain, 
and  may  be  sufficiently  confirmed  by  the  names  that  the 
places  hereabout  yet  retain,  and  the  graves  and  monuments 
of  those  that  fell  in  the  battle.  ]5oth  armies  being  in  sight, 
there  was  a  long  pause  and  doubt  on  each  side  which 
should  give  the  first  onset ;  at  last  Theseus,  having  sacri- 
ficed to  Fear,  in  obedience  to  the  command  of  an  oracle  he 
had  received,  gave  them  battle ;  and  this  happened  in  the 
month  of  Boedromion,  in  which  to  this  very  day  the 
Athenians  celebrate  the  Feast  Boedromia.  Clidemus,  de- 
sirous to  be  very  circumstantial,  writes  that  the  left  wing 
of  the  Amazons  moved  towards  the  place  which  is  yet 
called  Amazonium  and  the  right  towards  the  Pnyx,  near 
Chrysa,  that  with  this  wing  the  Athenians,  issuing  from 
behind  the  Museum,  engaged,  and  that  the  graves  of  those 
that  were  slain  are  to  be  seen  in  the  street  that  leads  to 
the  gate  called  the  Piraic,  by  the  chapel  of  the  hero  Chal- 
codon ;  and  that  here  the  Athenians  were  routed,  and  gave 
way  before  the  women,  as  far  as  to  the  temple  of  the 
Furies,  but,  fresh  supplies  coming  in  from  the  Palladium, 
Aroettus,  and  the  Lyceum,  they  charged  their  right  wing, 
and  beat  them  back  into  their  tents,  in  which  action  a  great 
number  of  the  Amazons  were  slain.  At  length,  after  four 
months,  a  peace  was  concluded  between  them  by  the  me- 
diation  of  Hippolyta  (for  so  this  historian  calls  the  Amazon 
whom  Theseus  married,  and  not  Antiope),  though  others 
write  that  she  was  slain  with  a  dart  by  Molpadia  while 
fighting  by  Theseus's  side,  and  that  the  pillar  which  stands 
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by  the  temple  of  Olympian  Earth  was  erected  to  her  honor. 
Nor  is  it  to  be  wondei-ed  at,  that  in  events  of  such  anti- 
quity, history  should  be  in  disorder.  For  indeed  we  are 
also  told  that  those  of  the  Amazons  that  were  wounded 
were  privately  sent  away  by  Antiope  to  Chalcis,  where 
many  by  her  care  recovered,  but  some  that  died  wei'e  buried 
there  in  the  place  that  is  to  this  time  called  Amazonlum. 
That  this  war,  however,  was  ended  by  a  treaty  is  evident, 
both  from  the  name  of  the  place  adjoining  to  the  temple  of 
Theseus,  called,  from  the  solemn  oath  there  taken,  Hor- 
comosium  ;  and  also  from  the  ancient  sacrifice  which  used 
to  be  celebrated  to  the  Amazons  the  day  before  the  Feast 
of  Theseus.  The  Megarians  also  show  a  spot  in  their 
city  where  some  Amazons  were  buried,  on  the  way  from  the 
market  to  a  place  called  Rhus,  where  the  building  in  the 
shape  of  a  lozenge  stands.  It  is  said,  likewise,  that  others 
of  them  were  slain  near  Chseronea,  and  buried  near  the 
little  rivulet  formerly  called  Thermodon,  but  now  Hsemon, 
of  which  an  account  is  given  in  tlie  life  of  Demosthenes. 
It  appears  further  that  the  passage  of  the  Amazons  through 
Thessaly  was  not  without  opposition,  for  there  are  yet 
shown  many  tombs  of  them  near  Scotussa  and  Cynos- 
cephalse. 

This  U  as  much  as  is  worth  telling  concerning  the  Ama- 
zons. For  the  account  which  the  author  of  the  poem  called 
the  Theseid  gives  of  this  rising  of  the  Amazons,  how  An- 
tiope, to  revenge  herself  upon  Theseus  for  refusing  her  and 
marrying  Phaedra,  came  down  upon  the  city  with  her  train 
of  Amazons,  whom  Hercules  ?lew,  is  manifestly  nothing 
else  but  fable  and  invention.  It  is  true,  indeed,  that  The- 
seus married  Phaedra,  but  that  was  after  the  death  of  An- 
tiope, by  whom  he  had  a  son  called  Hippolytus,  or,  as 
Pindar  writes,  Demophon.  The  calan,  les  which  befel 
Phaedra  and  this  son,  since  none  of  the  historians  have  con- 
tradicted  the  tragic  poets  that  have  written  of  tliem,  we 
must  suppose  happened  as  represented  uniformly  by  them. 
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There  are  also  other  traditions  of  the  marriages  of  The- 
seus,  neither  honorable  in  their  occasions  rior  fortunate  in 
their  events,  whicli  yet  were  never  represented  in  the  Greek 
plays.  For  he  is  said  to  have  carried  off  Anaxo,  a  TrcB- 
zenian,  and  having  slain  Sinnis  and  Cercyon,  to  have 
ravished  their  danghters  ;  to  have  married  Peribcea,  the 
mother  of  Ajax,  and  then  Pherebuen,  and  then  lope,  the 
daqghter  of  Ipliicles.  And  further,  he  is  accused  of  de- 
serting  Ariadne  (as  is  before  related),  being  m  love  witb 
u£gle,  the  daughter  of  Panopeus,  neither  justly  nor  honor, 
ably ;  and  lastly,  of  the  rape  of  Helen,  which  filled  all 
Attica  with  war  and  blood,  and  was  in  thfe  end  the  occa- 
sion of  his  banishment  and  death,  as  will  presently  be 
related. 

Herodorus  is  of  opinion,  that  though  there  were  many 
famous  expeditions,  undertaken  by  the  bravest  men  of  his 
time,  yet  Theseus  never  joined  in  any  of  them,  once  only 
excepted,  with  the  Lapithse,  in  their  war  against  the  Cen- 
taurs ;  but  others  say  that  he  accompanied  Jason  to  Col- 
chis and  Meleager  to  the  slaying  of  the  Calydonian  boar,  and 
that  hence  it  came  to  be  a  proverb,  JVbt  icithout  Theseus  ; 
that  he  himself,  however,  without  aid  of  any  one,  performed 
many  glorious  exploits,  and  that  from  him  began  the  say. 
ing,  He  is  a  second  Hercules.  He  also  joined  Adrastus  in 
recovering  the  bodies  of  those  that  were  slain  before 
Thebes,  but  not  as  Euripides  in  his  tragedy  says,  by  force 
of  arms,  but  by  persuasion  and  mutual  agreement  and  com- 
position, for  so  the  greater  part  of  the  historians  write; 
Philochoriis  ad.ls  further  that  this  was  the  first  treaty  that 
ever  was  made  for  the  recovering  the  bodies  of  the  dead, 
but  in  the  history  of  Hercules,  it  is  shown  that  it  was  lie 
who  first  gave  leave  to  his  enemies  to  carry  off  their  slain. 
The  burying-places  of  the  most  part  are  yet  to  be  seen  in 
the  village  called  Eleutherai ;  those  of  the  commanders  at 
Eleusis,  where  Theseus  allotted  them  a  place,  to  oblige 
Adrastus.    The  story  of  Euripides  in  his  Suppli'm,ts  is  di» 
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proved  by  ^schylus  in  his  Eleusinians,  where  Theseus 
himself  relates  the  facts  as  liere  told. 

The  celebrated  friendship  between  Theseus  and  Pirithotts 
is  said  to  have  been  thus  begun :  the  fame  of  the  strength 
and  valor  of  Theseus  being  spread  through  Greece,  Piri- 
thotts  was  desirous  to  make  a  trial  and  proof  of  it  himself, 
and  to  this  end  seized  a  herd  of  oxen  whicli  belonged  to 
Theseus,  and  was  driving  them  away  from  Marathon,  and, 
when  the  news  Avas  brought  that  Theseus  pursued  him  in 
arms,  he  did  not  fly,  but  turned  back  and  went  to  meet 
him.  But  as  soon  as  they  had  viewed  one  another,  each  so 
admired  the  gracefulness  and  beauty,  and  was  seized  witli 
such  respect  for  the  courage  of  the  other,  that  they  forgot 
all  thoughts  of  fighting;  and  Pirithous,  first  stretching  out 
his  hand  to  Theseus,  bade  him  be  judge  in  this  case  him- 
self and  promised  to  submit  willingly  to  any  penalty  he 
should  impose.  But  Theseus  not  only  forgave  him  all,  but 
entreated  him  to  be  his  friend  and  brother  in  arms  ;  and 
they  ratified  their  friendship  by  oaths.  After  this  Piri- 
thcQs  married  Deidamia,  and  invited  Theseus  to  the  wed- 
ding, entreating  him  to  come  and  see  his  country,  and  make 
acquaintance  with  the  Lapithse  ;  he  had  at  the  same  time 
invited  the  Centaurs  to  the  feast,  who  growing  hot  with 
wine  and  beginning  to  be  insolent  and  wild,  and  olfering 
violence  to  the  women,  the  Lapithae  took  immediate  revenge 
upon  them,  slaying  many  of  them  upon  the  place,  and  after- 
wards, having  overcome  them  in  battle,  drove  the  whole 
race  of  them  out  of  their  country,  Theseus  all  along  taking 
their  part  and  fighting  on  their  side.  But  Herodorus  gives 
a  different  relation  of  these  things  ;  that  Theseus  came  not 
to  the  assistance  of  the  Lapithse  till  the  war  was  already 
begun  ;  and  that  it  was  in  this  journey  that  he  had  the  first 
sight  of  Hercules,  having  made  it  his  business  to  find  him* 
out  at  Trachis,  where  he  had  chosen  to  I'est  himself  after 
all  his  wanderings  and  his  labors  ;  and  that  this  interview" 
was  honorably  performed  on  each  part,   v^ith  extreme 
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respect,  and  good- will,  and  admiration  of  oach  other.  Yet 
it  is  more  credible,  as  others  write,  that  there  were,  before, 
frequent  interviewG  between  them,  and  that  it  was  by  the 
means  of  Theseus  that  Hercules  was  inuiated  at  Eleusia, 
and  purified  before  initiation,  upon  account  of  several  rash 
actions  of  his  former  life, 

Theseus  was  now  fifty  years  old,  as  Hellanicus  states,  when 
he  carried  off  Helen,  who  was  yet  too  young  to  be  married. 
Some  writers,  to  take  away  this  accusation  of  one  of  the 
greatest  crimes  laid  to  his  charge,  say,  that  he  did  not  steal 
away  Helen  himself,  but  that  Idas  and  Lynceus  were  the 
ravishers,  who  brought  her  to  him,  and  committed  her  to 
his  charge,  and  that,  therefore,  he  refused  to  restore  her  at 
the  demand  of  Castor  and  Pollux ;  or,  indeed,  they  say  her 
own  father,  Tyndarus,  had  sent  her  to  be  kept  by  him,  for 
fear  of  Enarophorus,  the  son  of  Hippocoon,  who  would  have 
carried  her  awa)'  by  force  when  she  was  yet  a  child.  But 
the  most  probable  account,  and  that  which  has  most  wit 
nesses  on  its  side,  is  this :  Theseus  and  Pirithoiis  went  both 
together  to  Sparta,  and,  having  seized  the  young  lady  as 
she  was  dancing  in  the  Temple  Diana  Orthia,  fled  away  with 
her.  There  were  presently  men  sent  in  arms  to  pursue, 
but  they  followed  no  further  than  to  Tegea ;  and  Theseus 
and  Pirithoiis,  being  now  out  of  danger,  having  passed 
through  Peloponnesus,  made  an  agreement  between  them- 
selves, that  he  to  whom  the  lot  should  fall  should  have 
Helen  to  his  wife,  but  should  be  obliged  to  assist  in  procur- 
ing  another  ioi  his  friend.  The  lot  fell  upon  Theseus,  who 
conveyed  lier  to  Aphidnje,  not  being  yet  marriageable,  and 
delivered  her  to  one  of  his  allies^  called  Aphidnus,  and, 
having  sent  his  mother,  ^Ethra,  after  to  take  care  of  her, 
desired  him  to  keep  them  so  secretly,  that  none  migW 
know  where  they  were ;  which  done,  to  return  the  same 
service  to  his  friend  Pirithoiis,  he  accompanied  him  in  his 
journey  to  Epirus,  in  order  to  steal  a\\  ay  the  king  of  the 
Molossians'  daughter.    The  king,  his  own  name  being 
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Aidoneua,  or  Pluto,  called  his  wife  Proserpina,  and  his 
daughter  Cora,  and  a  great  dog,  which  he  kept,  Cerberus, 
with  whom  he  ordered  all  that  came  as  suitors  to  his 
daughter  to  fight,  and  promised  her  to  him  that  should 
overcome  the  beast.  But  having  been  informed  that  the 
design  of  Pirithotis  and  his  companion  was  not  to  court  his 
daughter,  but  to  force  her  away,  he  caused  them  both  to  b« 
seized,  And  threw  Piritholis  to  be  torn  in  pieces  by  his  dog, 
and  put  Theseus  into  prison,  and  kept  him. 

About  this  time,  Menestheus,  the  son  of  Peteus,  grand- 
son of  Orneus,  and  great-grandson  to  Erechtheus,  the  first 
man  that  is  recorded  to  have  affected  popularity  and  ingrati- 
ated himself  with  the  multitude,  stirred  up  and  exasperated 
the  most  eminent  men  of  the  city,  who  had  long  borne  a 
secret  grudge  to  Theseus,  conceiving  that  he  had  robbed 
them  of  their  several  little  kingdoms  and  lordships,  and 
having  pent  them  all  up  in  one  city,  was  using  them  as  his 
subjects  and  slaves.  He  put  also  the  meaner  people  into 
commotion,  telling  them,  that,  deluded  with  a  mere  dream 
of  liberty,  though  indeed  they  were  deprived  of  both  that 
and  of  their  proper  homes  and  religious  usages,  instead  of 
many  good  and  gracious  kings  of  their  own,  they  had 
given  themselves  up  to  be  lorded  over  by  a  new-comer  and 
a  stranger.  Whilst  he  was  thus  busied  in  infecting  the 
minds  of  the  citizens,  the  war  that  Castor  and  Pollux 
brought  against  Athens  came  very  opportunely  to  further 
the  sedition  he  had  bean  promoting,  and  some  say  that  by 
his  persuasions  was  wholly  the  cause  of  their  invading  the 
city.  At  their  first  approach,  they  committed  no  acts  of 
hostility,  but  peaceably  demanded  their  sister  Helen  ;  but 
the  Athenians  returning  answer  that  they  neither  had  her 
there  nor  knew  where  she  was  disposed  of,  they  prepared 
to  assault  the  city,  when  Academus,  having,  by  whatever 
means,  found  it  out,  disclosed  to  them  that  she  was  secretly 
kept  at  Aphidnse.  For  which  reason  he  was  both  highly 
honored  during  his  life  by  Castor  and  Pollux,  and  the 
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Laceifsemonians,  when  often  in  aftertimes  they  made  in. 
cursions  into  Attica,  and  destroyed  all  the  country  round 
about,  spared  the  Academy  for  the  sake  of  Academus.^  But 
Dicsearchus  writes  that  there  were  two  Arcadians  in  the 
army  of  Castor  and  Pollux,  the  one  called  Echedemus,  and 
the  other  Marathus  ;  from  the  first  that  which  is  now  called 
Academia  was  then  named  Echedemia,  and  the  village 
Marathon  had  its  name  from  the  other,  who,  to  fulfil  some 
oracle,  voluntarily  offered  himself  to  be  made  a  sacrifice  be- 
fore battle.  As  soon  as  they  were  arrived  at  Aphidnse,  they 
overcame  their  enemies  in  a  set  battle,  and  then  assaulted 
and  took  the  town.  And  here,  they  say,  Alycus,  the  son  of 
Sciron,  was  slain,  of  the  party  of  the  Dioscuri  (Castor  and 
Pollux),  from  whom  a  place  in  Megara,  where  he  was  buried, 
is  called  Alycus  to  this  day.  And  Hereas  writes  that  it 
was  Theseus  himself  that  killed  him,  in  witness  of  which 
he  cites  these  verses  concerning  Alycus  : 

And  Alycus  upon  Aphidnse's  plain, 

By  Theseus  in  the  cause  of  Helen  slain. 

Though  it  is  not  at  all  probable  that  Theseus  himself  was 
there  when  both  the  city  and  his  mother  were  taken. 

Aphidnse  being  won  by  Castor  and  Pollux,  and  the  city 
of  Athens  being  in  consternation,  Menestheus  persuaded 
the  people  to  open  their  gates,  and  receive  them  with  all 
manner  of  friendship,  for  they  were,  he  told  them,  at  enmity 
with  none  but  Theseus,  who  had  first  injured  them,  and 
were  benefactors  and  saviours  to  all  mankind  beside.  And 
their  behavior  gave  credit  to  those  promises  ;  for,  having 
made  themselves  absolute  masters  of  the  place,  they  de- 
manded no  more  than  to  be  initiated,  since  they  were  as 
nearly  related  to  the  city  as  Hercules  was,  who  had  received 
the  same  honor.  This  their  desire  they  easily  obtained, 
and  were  adopted  by  Aphidnus,  as  Hercules  had  been  by 
Pylius.  They  were  honored  also  like  gods,  and  were  called 
by  a  new  name,  Anaces,  either  from  the  cessatioji  of  the 
svar,  or  from  the  care  they  took  that  none  should  suffer  any 
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injury,  though  there  was  so  great  an  army  within  the 
walls ;  for  the  phrase  andhds  ekhein  is  used  of  those  who 
look  to  or  care  for  anything ;  kings  for  this  reason,  perhaps, 
are  called  anactes.  Others  say,  that  from  the  appearance 
of  their  star  in  the  heavens,  they  were  thus  called,  for  in 
the  Attic  dialect  this  name  comes  very  near  the  words  that 
signify  above. 

Some  say  that  JEthra,  Theseus's  mother,  was  here  taken 
pi-isoner,  and  carried  to  Lacedsemon,  and  from  thence  went 
away  with  Helen  to  Troy,  alleging  this  verse  of  Homer,  to 
prove  that  she  waited  upon  Helen, — 

^thra  of  Pittheus  born,  and  large-eyed  Clymene. 

Others  reject  this  verse  as  none  of  Homer's,  as  they  do 
likewise  the  whole  fable  of  Munychus,  who,  the  story  says, 
was  the  son  of  Demophon  and  Laodice,  born  secretly,  and 
brought  up  by  ^thra  at  Troy.  But  Ister,  in  the  thir- 
teenth book  of  his  Attic  History,  gives  us  an  account  of 
JEthra,  different  yet  from  all  the  rest :  that  Achilles  and 
Patroclus  overcame  Paris  in  Thessaly,  near  the  river  Sper- 
chius,  but  that  Hector  took  and  plundered  the  city  of  the 
Troezenians,  and  made  iEthra  prisoner  there.  But  this 
seems  a  groundless  tale. 

Now  Hercules,  passing  by  the  Molossians,  was  entertained 
in  his  way  by  Aidoneus  the  king,  who,  in  conversation,  acci- 
dentally spoke  of  the  journey  of  Theseus  and  Piritholis  into 
his  country,  of  what  they  had  designed  to  do,  and  what 
they  were  forced  to  suffer.  Hercules  was  much  grieved  for 
the  inglorious  death  of  the  one  and  the  miserable  condition 
of  the  other.  As  for  Piritholis,  he  thought  it  useless  to 
complain  ;  but  begged  to  have  Theseus  released  for  his  sake, 
and  obtained  that  favor  from  the  king.  Theseus,  being 
thus  set  at  liberty,  returned  to  Athens,  where  his  friends 
were  not  yet  wholly  suppressed,  and  dedicated  to  Hercules 
all  the  sacred  places  which  the  city  had  set  apart  for  him- 
self, changing  their  names  from  Thesea  to  Heraclea,  four 
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only  excepted,  as  Philochorus  writes.  And  wishing  Im. 
mediately  to  resume  the  first  place  in  the  commonwealth, 
and  manage  the  state  as  before,  he  soon  found  himself 
involved  in  factions  and  troubles  ;  those  who  long  had  hated 
him  had  now  added  to  their  hatred  contempt ;  and  the  minda 
of  the  people  were  so  generally  corrupted,  that,  instead 
of  obeying  commands  with  silence,  they  expected  to  be 
flattered  into  their  duty.  He  had  some  thoughts  to  have 
reduced  them  by  force,  but  was  overpowered  by  demagogues 
and  factions.  And  at  last,  despairing  of  any  good  succesu 
of  his  affairs  in  Athens,  he  sent  away  his  children  privately 
to  Eubcea,  commending  them  to  the  care  of  Elephenor, 
the  sou  of  Chalcodon ;  and  he  himself  having  solemnly 
cursed  the  people  of  Athens  in  the  village  of  Gargettus,  in 
which  there  yet  remains  the  place  called  Araterion,  or  the 
place  of  cursing,  sailed  to  Scyros,  where  he  had  lands  left 
him  by  his  father,  and  friendship,  as  he  thought,  with  those 
of  the  island.  Lycomedes  was  then  king  of  Scyros.  Theseus, 
therefore,  addressed  himself  to  him  and  desired  to  have  his 
lands  put  into  his  possession,  as  designing  to  settle  and  to 
dwell  there,  though  others  say  that  he  came  to  beg  his 
assistance  against  the  Athenians.  But  Lycomedes,  either 
jealous  of  the  glory  of  so  great  a  man,  or  to  gratify  Meiies- 
theus,  having  led  him  up  to  the  highest  cliff  of  the  island, 
on  pretence  of  showing  him  from  thence  the  lands  that  he 
desired,  threw  him  headlong  down  from  the  rock,  and  killed 
hi.n.  Others  say  he  fell  down  of  himself  by  a  slip  of  his 
foot,  as  he  was  walking  there,  according  to  his  custom,  after 
supper.  At  that  time  there  was  no  notice  taken,  nor  were 
any  concerned  for  his  death,  but  Menestheus  quietly  pos- 
sessed the  kingdom  of  Athens.  His  sons  were  brought  up 
in  a  private  condition,  and  accompanied  Elephenor  to  the 
Trojan  war,  but,  after  the  decease  of  Menestheus  in  that  ex- 
pedition, returned  to  Athens,  and  recovered  the  govern- 
ment. But  in  succeeding  ages,  besides  several  other  cir- 
cumstances  that  moved  the  Athenians  to  honor  Theseus 
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as  a  demigod,  in  the  battle  which  was  fought  at  Marathon 
against  the  Medes,  many  of  the  soldiers  believed  they  saw 
an  apparition  of  Theseus  in  arms,  rushing  on  at  the  head 
of  them  against  the  barbarians.  And  after  the  Median 
war,  Phsedo  being  archon  of  Athens,  the  Athenians,  con- 
sulting the  oracle  of  Delphi,  were  commanded  to  gather 
together  the  bones  of  Theseus,  and,  laying  them  in  some 
honorable  place,  keep  them  as  sacred  in  the  city.  But  it 
was  very  difficult  to  recover  these  relics,  or  so  much  as  to 
find  out  the  place  where  they  lay,  on  account  of  the  inhos- 
pitable and  savage  temper  of  the  barbarous  people  that  in- 
habited the  island.  Xevertheless,  afterwards,  when  Cimon 
took  the  island  (as  is  related  in  his  life),  and  had  a  great 
ambition  to  find  out  the  place  where  Theseus  was  buried, 
he,  by  chance,  spied  an  eagle  upon  a  rising  ground  pecking 
with  her  beak  and  tearing  up  the  earth  with  her  talons, 
when  on  the  sudden  it  came  into  his  mind,  as  it  were  by 
some  divine  inspiration,  to  dig  there,  and  search  for  the 
bones  of  Theseus.  There  were  found  in  that  place  a  coffin 
of  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary  size,  and  a  brazen  spear- 
head, and  a  sword  lying  by  it,  all  which  he  took  aboard  his 
galley  and  brought  with  him  to  Athens.  Upon  which  the 
Athenians,  greatly  delighted,  went  out  to  meet  and  receive 
the  relics  with  splendid  processions  and  sacrifices,  as  if  it 
were  Theseus  himself  returning  alive  to  the  city.  He  lies 
interred  in  the  middle  of  the  city,  near  the  present  gymna- 
sium. His  tomb  is  a  sanctuary  and  refuge  for  slaves,  and 
all  of  those  of  mean  condition  that  fly  from  the  persecution 
of  men  in  power,  in  memory  that  Theseus  while  he  lived 
was  an  assister  and  protector  of  the  .distressed,  and  never 
refused  the  petitions  of  the  afflicted  that  fled  to  him.  The 
chief  and  most  solemn  sacrifice  which  they  celebrate  to  him 
is  kept  on  the  eighth  day  of  Pyanepsion,  on  which  he  re- 
turned with  the  Athenian  young  men  from  Crete.  Besides 
Which  they  sacrifice  to  him  on  the  eighth  day  of  every  month, 
either  because  he  returned  from  Trcezen  the  eighth  day  of 
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Hecatombseon,  as  Diodorus  the  geoj;ruplier  writes,  or  else, 
thinking  tliat  number  to  be  proper  to  hiui,  because  he  was 
reputed  to  be  born  of  Xeptune,  because  they  sacrifice  to 
Xeptune  on  the  eighth  day  of  every  month.  The  number 
eight  being  the  first  cube  of  an  even  number,  and  tlie  double 
of  the  first  square,  seemed  to  be  an  emblem  of  the  stead- 
fast and  immovable  power  of  this  god,  who  from  thence 
has  the  names  of  Asphalius  and  Gseiochus,  that  is,  the 
establisher  and  stayer  of  the  earth. 
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From  whom,  and  for  what  reason,  the  city  of  Rome,  a 
name  so  great  in  glory  and  famous  in  the  mouths  of  all 
men,  was  so  first  called,  authors  do  not  agree.  Some  are 
of  opinion  that  the  Pelasgians,  wandering  over  the  greater 
part  of  the  habitable  world,  and  subduing  numerous  na- 
tions, fixed  themselves  here,  and,  from  their  own  great 
stre7igth  in  war,  called  the  city  Rome.  Others,  that  at  the 
taking  of  Troy,  some  few  that  escaped  and  met  with  ship- 
ping, put  to  sea,  and  driven  by  winds,  were  carried  upon 
the  coasts  of  Tuscany,  and  came  to  anchor  off  the  mouth 
of  the  river  Tiber,  where  their  women,  out  of  heart  and 
weary  with  the  sea,  on  its  being  proposed  by  one  of  the 
highest  birth  and  best  understanding  amongst  them,  whose 
name  was  Roma,  burnt  the  ships.  With  which  act  thf 
men  at  first  were  angry,  but  afterwards,  of  necessity, 
seating  themselves  ntjar  Palatium,  where  things  in  a  short 
while  succeeded  far  better  than  they  could  hope,  in  that 
they  found  the  country  very  good,  and  the  people  courteous, 
they  not  only  did  the  lady  Roma  otlier  honors,  but  added 
also  this,  of  calling  after  her  name  the  city  which  she  had 
been  the  occasion  of  their  founding.  From  this,  they  say, 
has  conte  flown  that  rnstom  at  Rome  for  women  to  salute 
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their  kinsmen  and  husbands  with  kisses;  because  these 
women,  after  they  had  burnt  the  ships,  made  use  of  such 
endearments  when  entreating  and  pacifying  their  husbands. 

Some  again  say  that  Roma,  from  whom  this  city  was  so 
called,  was  daughter  of  Italus  and  Leucaria ;  or,  by  another 
account,  of  Telaphus,  Hercules's  son,  and  that  she  was 
married  to  ^neas,  or,  according  to  others  again,  to 
Ascanius,  ^neas's  son.  Some  tell  us  that  Romanus,  the 
son  of  Ulysses  and  Circe,  built  it ;  some,  Romus,  the  son  of 
Emathion,  Diomede  having  sent  him  from  Troy ;  and 
others,  Romus,  king  of  the  Latins,  after  driving  out  the 
Tyrrhenians,  who  had  come  fi"om  Thessaly  into  Lydia,  and 
from  thence  into  Italy.  Those  very  authors,  too,  who,  in 
accordance  with  the  safest  account,  make  Romulus  give 
the  name  of  the  city,  yet  differ  concerning  his  birth  and 
family.  For  some  say,  he  was  son  to  zEneas  and  Dexithea, 
daughter  of  Phorbas,  and  was,  with  his  brother  Remus, 
in  their  infancy,  carried  into  Italy,  and,  being  on  the  river 
when  the  waters  came  down  in  a  flood,  all  the  vessels 
were  cast  away  except  only  that  where  the  young  children 
were,  which  being  gently  landed  on  a  level  bank  of  the 
river,  they  were  both  unexpectedly  saved,  and  from  them 
the  place  was  called  Rome.  Some  say,  Roma,  daughter  of 
the  Trojan  lady  above  mentioned,  was  married  to  Latinus, 
Telemachus's  son,  and  became  mother  to  Romulus ;  others, 
that  Emilia,  daughter  of  ^neas  and  Lavinia,  had  him  by 
the  god  Mars ;  and  others  give  you  mere  fables  of  his 
origin.  For  to  Tarchetius,  they  say,  king  of  Alba,  who  was 
a  most  wicked  and  cruel  man,  there  appeared  in  his  own 
house  a  strange  vision,  a  male  figure  that  rose  out  of  a 
hearth,  and  stayed  there  for  many  days.  There  was  an 
oracle  of  Tethys  in  Tuscany  which  Tarchetius  consulted, 
and  received  an  answer  that  a  virgin  should  give  herself  to 
the  apparition,  and  that  a  son  should  be  born  of  her,  highly 
renowned,  eminent  for  valor,  good  fortune,  and  strength  of 
body.    Tarchetius  told  the  prophecy  to  one  of  his  own 
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daughters,  and  commanded  her  to  do  this  thing;  which 
she  avoiding  as  an  indignity,  sent  her  handmaid.  Tarche- 
tius,  hearing  this,  in  great  anger  imprisoned  them  both, 
purposing  to  put  them  to  death,  but  being  deterred  from 
murder  by  the  goddess  Vesta  in  a  dream,  enjoined  them 
for  their  punishment  the  working  a  web  of  cloth,  in  their 
chains  as  they  were,  which  when  they  finished,  they 
should  be  suffered  to  marry;  but  whatever  they  worked  by 
day,  Tarchetius  commanded  others  to  unravel  in  the  night. 
In  the  mean  time,  the  waiting-woman  was  delivered  of 
two  boys,  whom  Tarchetius  gave  into  the  hands  of  one 
Teratius,  with  command  to  destroy  them ;  he,  however, 
carried  and  laid  them  by  the  river  side,  where  a  wolf  came 
and  continued  to  suckle  them,  while  birds  of  various  sorts 
brought  little  morstfls  of  food,  which  they  put  into  their 
mouths ;  till  a  cowherd,  spying  them,  was  first  strangely 
surprised,  but,  venturing  to  draw  nearer,  took  the  chil- 
dren up  in  his  arms.N/  Thus  they  were  saved,  and  when 
they  grew  up,  set  upon  Tarchetius  and  overcame  him. 
This  one  Promathion  says,  who  compiled  a  history  of 
Italy. 

But  the  story  which  is  most  believed  and  has  the 
greatest  number  of  vouchers  was  first  published,  in  its 
chief  particulars,  amongst  the  Greeks  by  Diocles  of  Pepa- 
rethus,  whom  Fabius  Pictor  also  follows  in  most  points. 
Here  again  there  are  variations,  but  in  general  outline  it 
runs  thus :  The  kings  of  Alba  reigned  in  lineal  descent 
from  ^neas,  and  the  succession  devolved  at  length  upon 
two  brothers,  Numitor  and  Amulius.  Amulius  proposed  to 
divide  things  into  two  equal  shares,  and  set  as  equivalent 
to  the  kingdom  the  treasure  and  gold  that  were  brought 
from  Troy.  Numitor  chose  the  kingdom ;  but  Amulius, 
having  the  money,  and  being  able  to  do  more  with  that 
than  Numitor,  took  his  kingdom  from  him  with  great  ease, 
and,  fearing  lest  his  daughter  might  have  children  made 
her  a  Vestal,  bound  in  that  condition  forever  to  live  a'sinele 
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Rnd  maiden  life.  This  lady  some  call  Ilia,  others  Rhea, 
and  others  Silvia ;  however,  not  long  after,  she  was,  con- 
trary to  the  established  laws  of  the  Vestals,  discovered  to 
be  with  child,  and  should  have  suflEered  the  most  cruel 
punishment,  had  not  Antho,  the  king's  daughter,  mediated 
with  her  father  for  her  ;  nevertheless,  she  was  confined, 
and  debarred  all  company,  that  she  might  not  be  delivered 
without  the  king's  knowledge.  In  time  she  brought  forth 
two  boys,  of  more  than  human  size  and  beauty,  whom 
Amulius,  becoming  yet  more  alarmed,  commanded  a  serv- 
ant to  take  and  cast  away ;  this  man  some  call  Faustulus, 
others  say  Faustulus  was  the  man  who  brought  them  up. 
He  put  the  children,  however,  in  a  small  trough,  and  went 
towards  the  river  with  a  design  to  cast  them  in ;  but,  see- 
ing the  waters  much  swollen  and  coming  violently  down, 
was  afraid  to  go  nearer,  and  dropping  the  children  near 
the  bank,  went  away.  The  river  overflowing,  the  flood  at 
last  bore  up  the  trough,  and,  gently  wafting  it,  landed 
them  on  a  smooth  piece  of  ground,  which  they  now  called 
Cermanus,  formerly  Germanus,  perhaps  from  Germani, 
which  signifies  brothers. 

Near  this  place  grew  a  wild  fig-tree,  which  they  called 
Ruminalis,  either  from  Romulus  (as  it  is  vulgarly  thought), 
or  from  ruminating,  because  cattle  did  usually  in  the  heat 
of  the  day  seek  cover  under  it,  and  there  chew  the  cud  ;  or, 
better,  from  the  suckling  of  these  children  there,  for  the 
ancients  called  the  dug  or  teat  of  any  creature  ruma ;  and 
there  is  a  tutelar  goddess  of  the  rearing  of  children  wliom 
they  still  call  Rumilia,  in  sacrificing  to  whom  they  use  no 
wine,  but  make  libations  of  milk.  While  the  infants  lay 
here,  history  tells  us,  a  she-wolf  nursed  them,  and  a  wood- 
pecker constantly  fed  and  watched  them ;  these  creatures 
are  esteemed  holy  to  the  god  Mars  :  the  woodpecker  the 
Latins  still  especially  worship  and  honor.  Which  things, 
as  much  as  any,  gave  credit  to  what  the  mother  of  the 
children  eaid,  that  their  father  was  the  god  Mars ;  though 
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Bome  say  that  It  was  a  mistake  put  upon  her  by  Aiuulius, 
who  himself  had  come  to  her  dressed  up  in  armor. 

Others  think  that  the  first  rise  of  this  fable  came  from 
the  children's  nurse,  through  the  ambiguity  of  her  name  ; 
for  the  Latins  not  only  called  wolves  lupce,  but  also  women 
of  loose  life ;  and  such  an  one  was  the  wife  of  Faustulus, 
who  nurtured  these  children,  Acca  Larentia  by  name.  To 
her  the  Romans  offer  sacrifices,  and  in  the  month  of  April 
the  priest  of  Mars  makes  libations  there ;  it  is  called  the 
Larentian  Feast.  They  honor  also  another  Larentia,  for 
the  following  reason :  The  keeper  of  Hercules's  temple  hav- 
ing, it  seems,  little  else  to  do,  proposed  to  his  deity  a 
game  at  dice,  laying  down  that,  if  he  himself  won,  he 
would  have  something  valuable  of  the  god ;  but  if  he  were 
beaten,  he  would  spread  him  a  noble  table,  and  procure 
him  a  fair  lady's  company.  Upon  these  terms,  throwing 
first  for  the  god  and  then  for  himself,  he  found  himself 
beaten.  Wishing  to  pay  his  stakes  honorably,  and  hold- 
ing himself  bound  by  what  he  had  said,  he  both  provided 
the  deity  a  good  supper,  and  giving  money  to  Larentia, 
then  in  her  beauty,  though  not  publicly  known,  gave  her 
a  feast  in  the  temple,  where  he  had  also  laid  a  bed,  and 
after  supper  locked  her  in,  as  if  the  god  were  really  to 
come  to  her.  And  indeed,  it  is  said,  the  deity  did  truly 
visit  her,  and  commanded  her  in  the  morning  to  walk  to 
the  market-place,  and,  whatever  man  she  met  first,  to 
salute  him,  and  make  him  her  friend.  She  met  one  named 
Tarrutius,  who  was  a  man  advanced  in  years,  fairly  rich, 
without  children,  and  had  always  lived  a  single  life.  He 
received  Larentia,  and  loved  her  well,  and  at  his  death  left 
her  sole  heir  of  all  his  large  and  fair  possessions,  most  of 
which  she,  in  her  last  will  and  testament,  bequeathed  to 
the  people.  It  was  reported  of  her,  being  now  celebrated 
and  esteemed  the  mistress  of  a  god,  tliat  she  suddenly 
disappeared  near  the  pl;u  e  where  the  first  Larentia  lay 
buried ;  the  spot  is  at  this  dav  called  Yelabrum,  because, 
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;he  river  frequently  overflowing,  they  went  over  in  ferry- 
)oats  somewhere  hereabouts  to  the  forum,  the  Latin  word 
'or  ferrying  being  velatura.  Others  derive  tlie  name  from 
jelum,  a  sail ;  because  the  exhibitors  of  public  shows  used 
;o  hang  the  road  that  leads  from  the  forum  to  the  Circus 
tfaximus  with  sails,  beginning  at  this  spot.  Upon  these 
Lcoounts  the  second  Larentia  is  honored  at  Rome. 

Meantime  Faustulus,  Amulius's  swineherd,  brought  up 
he  children  without  any  man's  knowledge ;  or,  as  those 
;ay  who  wish  to  keep  closer  to  probabilities,  with  the 
knowledge  and  secret  assistance  of  Numitor ;  for  it  is  said, 
hey  went  to  school  at  Gabii,  and  were  well  instructed  in 
etters,  and  other  accomplishments  befitting  their  birth, 
ind  they  were  called  Romulus  and  Remus  (from  ruma, 
he  dug),  as  we  had  before,  because  they  were  found  suck- 
ng  the  wolf.  In  their  very  infancy,  the  size  and  beauty 
)f  their  bodies  intimated  tlieir  natural  superiority ;  and 
vhen  they  grew  up,  they  both  proved  brave  and  manly, 
ittempting  all  enterprises  that  seemed  hazardous,  and 
;howing  in  them  a  courage  altogether  undaunted.  But 
iomulus  seemed  rather  to  act  by  counsel,  and  to  show  the 
;agacity  of  a  statesman,  and  in  all  his  dealings  with  their 
leighbors,  whether  relating  to  feeding  of  flocks  or  to 
muting,  gave  the  idea  of  being  born  rather  to  rule  than  to 
)bey.  To  their  comrades  and  inferiors  they  were  therefore 
lear ;  but  the  king's  servants,  his  bailiffs  and  overseers,  as 
)eing  in  nothing  better  than  themselves,  they  despised  and 
ilighted,  nor  were  the  least  concerned  at  their  commands 
md  menaces.  They  used  honest  pastimes  and  liberal 
:tudies,  not  esteeming  sloth  and  idleness  honest  and  liberal, 
)ut  rather  such  exercises  as  hunting  and  running,  repelling 
•obbers,  taking  of  thieves,  and  delivering  the  wronged  and 
>ppressed  from  mjury.  For  doing  such  things  they  became 
amous. 

A  quarrel  occurring  betwixt  Numitor's  and  Amulius's 
lowherds,  the  latter,  not  enduring  the  driving  away  of 
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their  cattle  by  the  others,  fell  upon  them  and  put  them  to 
flight,  and  rescued  the  greatest  part  of  the  prey.  At  which 
Numitor  being  highly  incensed,  they  little  regarded  it, 
but  collected  and  took  into  their  company  a  number  ol 
needy  men  and  runaway  slaves,— acts  which  looked 
like  the  first  stages  of  rebellion.  It  so  happened,  that 
when  Romulus  was  attending  a  sacrifice,  being  fond 
of  sacred  rites  and  divination,  Numitor's  herdsmen, 
meeting  with  Remus  on  a  journey  with  few  companions, 
fell  upon  him,  and  after  some  fighting,  took  him  prisoner, 
carried  him  before  Numitor,  and  there  accused  him.  Ku- 
mitor  would  not  punish  him  himself,  fearing  his  brother's 
anger,  but  went  to  Amulius,  and  desired  justice,  as  he  was 
Amulius's  brother  and  was  affronted  by  Amulius's  servants. 
The  men  of  Alba  likewise  resenting  the  thing,  and  thinking 
he  had  been  dishonorably  used,  Amulius  was  induced  to 
deliver  Remus  up  into  Numitor's  hands,  to  use  him  as  he 
thought  fit.  He  therefore  took  and  carried  him  home,  and, 
being  struck  with  admiration  of  the  youth's  person,  in  stat- 
ure and  strength  of  body  exceeding  all  men,  and  perceiv- 
ing  in  his  very  countenance  the  courage  and  force  of  his 
mind,  which  stood  unsubdued  and  unmoved  by  his  present 
circumstances,  and  hearing  further  that  all  the  enterprises 
and  actions  of  his  life  were  answerable  to  what  he  saw  of 
him,  but  chiefly,  as  it  seemed,  a  divine  influence  aiding  and 
directing  the  first  steps  that  were  to  lead  to  great  results, 
out  of  the  mere  thought  of  his  mind,  and  casually,  as  it 
were,  he  put  his  hand  upon  the  fact,  and,  in  gentle  terms 
and  with  a  kind  aspect,  to  inspire  him  with  confidence  and 
hope,  asked  him  who  he  was,  and  whence  he  was  derived. 
He,  taking  heart,  spoke  thug :  "  I  will  hide  nothing  from 
you,  for  you  seem  to  be  of  a  more  princely  temper  than 
Amulius,  in  that  you  give  a  hearing  and  examine  before 
you  punish,  while  he  condemns  before  the  cause  is  heard. 
Formerly,  then,  we  (for  we  are  twins)  thought  ourselves 
the  sons  of  Faustulus  and  Larentia,  the  king's  servants; 
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lut  since  we  have  been  accused  and  aspersed  with  calum- 
ies,  and  brought  in  peril  of  our  lives  here  before  you,  we 
ear  great  things  of  ourselves,  the  truth  of  which  my  prea- 
nt  danger  is  likely  to  bring  to  the  test.  Our  birth  is  said 
0  have  been  secret,  our  fostering  and  nurture  in  our  in- 
incy  still  more  strange ;  by  birds  and  beasts,  to  whom  we 
rQVQ  cast  out,  we  were  fed,  by  the  milk  of  a  wolf,  and  the 
lorsels  of  a  woodpecker,  as  we  lay  in  a  little  trough  by  the 
ide  of  the  river.  The  trough  is  still  in  being,  and  is  pre- 
erved,  with  brass  plates  round  it,  and  an  inscription  in 
jtters  almost  elfaced,  which  may  prove  hereafter  unavail- 
ig  tokens  to  our  parents  when  we  are  dead  and  gone." 
Tumitor,  upon  these  words,  and  computing  the  dates  by 
tie  young  man's  looks,  slighted  not  the  hope  that  flattered 
im,  but  considered  how  to  come  at  his  daughter  privately 
ior  she  was  still  kept  under  restraint),  to  talk  with  her 
oncerning  these  matters. 

Faustulus,  hearing  Remus  was  taken  and  delivered  up, 
ailed  on  Romulus  to  assist  in  his  rescue,  informing  him 
tien  plainly  of  the  particulars  of  his  birth,  not  but  he  had 
efore  given  hints  of  it,  and  told  as  much  as  an  attentive 
lan  might  make  no  small  conclusions  from ;  he  himself, 
jU  of  concern  and  fear  of  not  coming  in  time,  took  the 
rough,  and  ran  instantly  to  Numitor ;  but  giving  a  sus- 
icion  to  some  of  the  king's  sentries  at  his  gate,  and  being 
azed  upon  by  them  and  perplexed  with  their  questions, 
e  let  it  be  seen  that  he  was  hiding  the  trough  under  his 
loak.  By  chance  there  was  one  among  them  who  was  at 
lie  exposing  of  the  children,  and  was  one  employed  in  the 
fflce ;  he,  seeing  the  trough  and  knowing  it  by  its  make 
nd  inscription,  guessed  at  the  business,  and,  without 
arther  delay,  telling  the  king  of  it,  brought  in  the  man  to 
e  examined.  Faustulus,  hard  beset,  did  not  show  himself 
Itogether  proof  against  terror;  nor  yet  was  he  wholly 
orced  out  of  all ;  confessed  indeed  the  children  were  alive, 
lUt  lived,  he  said,  as  shepherds,  ii  great  way  from  Alba  j 
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he  himself  was  going  to  carry  the  trough  to  Tlia,  who  had 
often  greatly  desired  to  see  and  handle  it  for  a  confirmation 
of  her  hopes  of  her  children.  As  men  generally  who  are 
troubled  in  mind  and  act  either  in  fear  or  passion,  i ,  rx  fell 
out  Amulius  now  did ;  for  he  sent  in  haste  as  messenger, 
a  man,  otherwise  honest,  and  friendly  to  N  imitor,  with 
commands  to  learn  from  Xumitor,  whether  any  tidings  were 
come  to  him  of  the  children's  being  alive.  He,  coming  and 
seeing  how  little  Remus  wanted  of  being  received  into  the 
arms  and  embraces  of  Numitor,  both  gave  him  surer  con- 
fidence in  his  hope,  and  advised  them,  with  all  expedition, 
to  proceed  to  action  ;  himself  too  joining  and  assisting  thein, 
and  indeed,  had  they  wished  it,  the  time  would  not  have 
let  them  demur.  For  Romulus  was  now  come  very  near, 
and  many  of  the  citizens,  out  of  fear  and  hatred  of  Amulius, 
were  running  out  to  join  him ;  besides,  he  brought  great 
forces  with  him,  divided  into  companies  each  of  an  hundred 
men,  every  captain  carrying  a  small  bundle  of  grass  and 
shrubs  tied  to  a  pole.  The  Latins  call  such  bundles  mani- 
pull,  and  from  hence  it  is  that  in  their  armies  still  they  call 
their  captains  manipidares.  Remus  rousing  the  citizens 
within  to  revolt,  and  Romulus  making  attacks  from  with- 
out, the  tyrant,  not  knowing  either  "what  to  do,  or  what 
xpedient  to  think  of  for  his  security,  in  this  perplexity  and 
confusion  was  taken  and  put  to  death.  This  narrative,  for 
the  most  part  given  by  Fabius  and  Diodes  of  Peparethus, 
who  seem  to  be  the  earliest  historians  of  the  foundation  of 
Rome,  is  suspected  by  some,  because  of  its  dramatic  and 
fictitious  appearance ;  but  it  would  not  wholly  be  disbe- 
lieved, if  men  would  remember  what  a  poet  fortune  some- 
times shows  herself,  and  consider  that  the  Roman  power 
would  hardly  have  reached  so  high  a  pitch  without  a 
divinely  ordered  origin,  attended  with  great  and  extraor- 
dinary circumstances. 

Amulius  now  being  dead  and  matters  quietly  disposed, 
the  two  brothers  would  neither  dw  ell  in  Alba  without  ffov 
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eriiing  there,  nor  take  the  government  into  their  own  hands 
during  the  life  of  their  grandfather.  Having  therefore 
delivered  the  dominion  up  into  his  hands,  and  paid  their 
mother  befitting  honor,  they  resolved  to  live  by  themselves, 
and  build  a  city  in  the  same  place  where  they  were  in  their 
infancy  brought  up.  This  seems  the  most  honorable  reason 
for  their  departure ;  though  perhaps  it  was  necessary, 
having  such  a  body  of  slaves  and  fugitives  collected  about 
them,  either  to  come  to  nothing  by  dispersing  them,  or  if 
riot  so,  then  to  live  with  them  elsewhere.  For  that  the 
inhabitants  of  Alba  did  not  think  fugitives  worthy  of  being 
received  and  incorporated  as  citizens  among  them  plainly 
appears  from  the  matter  of  the  women,  an  attempt  made 
not  wantonly  but  of  necessity,  because  they  could  not  get 
wives  by  good-will.  For  they  certainly  paid  unusual 
respect  and  honor  to  those  whom  they  thus  forcibly 
seized. 

Not  long  after  the  first  foundation  of  the  city,  they 
opened  a  sanctuary  of  refuge  for  all  fugitives,  which  they 
called  the  temple  of  the  god  Asylseus,  where  they  received 
and  protected  all,  delivering  none  back,  neither  the  servant 
to  his  master,  the  debtor  to  his  creditor,  nor  the  murderer 
into  the  hands  of  the  magistrate,  saying  it  was  a  privileged 
place,  and  they  could  so  maintain  it  by  an  order  of  the  holy 
oracle ;  insomuch  that  the  city  grew  presently  very  pop- 
ulous, for,  they  say,  it  consisted  at  fii-st  of  no  move  than  a 
thousand  houses.    But  of  that  hereafter. 

Their  minds  being  full  bent  upon  building,  there  arose 
presently  a  difference  about  the  place  where.  Romulus 
chose  what  was  called  Roma  Quadrata,  or  the  Square 
Rome,  and  would  have  the  city  there.  Remus  laid  out  a 
piece  of  ground  on  the  Aventiiie  Mount,  well  fortified  by 
nature,  which  was  from  him  called  Remonium,  but  now 
Rignarium.  Concluding  at  last  to  decide  the  contest  by  a 
divination  from  a  flight  of  birds,  and  placing  themselves 
apart  at  some  distance.    Remus,  they  say,  saw  six  vultures, 
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and  Romulus  double  that  number  ;  others  siiy,  Remus  did 
truly  see  his  number,  and  that  Romulus  feigned  his,  but 
when  Remus  came  to  him,  that  then  he  did  indeed  see 
twelve.  Hence  it  is  that  the  Romans,  in  their  divinations 
from  birds,  chiefly  regard  the  vulture,  though  Herodorus 
Ponticus  relates  that  Hercules  was  always  very  joyful  when 
a  vulture  appeared  to  him  upon  any  action.  For  it  is  a 
creature  the  least  hurtful  of  any,  pernicious  neither  to 
corn,  fruit-tree,  nor  cattle  ;  it  preys  only  upon  carrion,  and 
never  kills  or  hurts  any  living  thing ;  and  as  for  birds,  it 
touches  not  them,  though  they  are  dead,  as  being  of  its 
own  species,  whereas  eagles,  owls,  and  hawks  mangla 
and  kill  their  own  fellow-creatures ;  yet,  as  ^Eschylus 
says, — 

What  bird  la  clean  that  preys  on  fellow  bird  ? 

Besides,  all  other  birds  are,  so  to  say,  never  out  of  our 
eyes  ;  they  let  themselves  be  seen  of  us  continually ;  but  a 
vulture  is  a  very  rare  sight,  and  you  can  seldom  meet  with 
a  man  that  has  seen  their  young;  their  rarity  and  iiifre- 
quency  has  raised  a  strange  opinion  in  some,  that  they 
come  to  us  from  some  other  world  ;  as  soothsayers  ascribe 
a  divine  origination  to  all  things  not  produced  either  of 
nature  or  of  themselves. 

When  Remus  knew  the  cheat,  he  was  much  displeased ; 
and  as  Romulus  was  casting  up  a  ditch,  where  he  designed 
the  foundation  of  the  city- wall,  he  turned  some  pieces  of 
the  work  to  ridicule,  and  obstructed  others ;  at  last,  as  lie 
was  in  contempt  leaping  over  it,  some  say  Romulus  him- 
self  struck  him,  others  Celer,  one  of  his  companions ;  he 
fell,  however,  and  in  the  scuffle  Faustulus  also  was  slain, 
and  Plistinus,  who,  being  Faustulus's  brother,  story  tells 
us,  helped  to  bring  up  Romulus.  Celer  upon  this  fled  in- 
stantly into  Tuscany,  and  from  him  the  Romans  call  all 
men  that  are  switt  of  feet  Celeres ;  and  because  Quintus 
Metellua,  at  his  father's  funeral,  in  a  few  days'  time  gave 
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the  people  a  show  of  gladiators,  admiring  his  expedition  in 
getting  it  ready,  they  gave  him  the  name  of  Celer. 

Romulus,  having  buried  his  brother  Remus,  together 
with  his  two  foster-fathers,  on  the  mount  Remonia,  set  to 
building  his  city ;  and  sent  for  men  out  of  Tuscany,  who 
directed  him  by  sacred  usages  and  written  rules  in  all  the 
ceremonies  to  be  observed,  as  in  a  religious  rite.  First, 
they  dug  a  round  trench  about  that  which  is  now  the  Comi- 
tium,  or  Court  of  Assembly,  and  into  it  solemnly  threw  the 
flrst-fruits  of  all  things  either  good  by  custom  or  necessary 
by  nature ;  lastly,  every  man  taking  a  small  piece  of  earth 
of  the  country  from  whence  he  came,  they  all  threw  in 
promiscuously  together.  This  trench  they  call,  as  they  do 
the  heavens,  Mundus  ;  making  which  their  centre,  they  de- 
scribed the  city  in  a  circle  round  it.  Then  the  founder 
fitted  to  a  plough  a  brazen  ploughshare,  and,  yoking  to- 
gether a  bull  and  a  cow,  drove  himself  a  deep  line  of  furrow 
round  the  bounds  ;  while  the  business  of  those  that  followed 
after  was  to  see  that  whatever  earth  was  thrown  up  should 
be  turned  all  inwards  toward  the  city ;  and  not  to  let  any  clod 
lie  outside.  With  this  line  they  described  the  wall,  and  called 
it,  by  a  contraction,  Pomoerium,thatis,  joosf  murum,  after  or 
beside  the  wall ;  and  where  they  designed  to  make  a  gate, 
there  they  took  out  the  share,  carried  the  plough  over,  and 
left  a  space  ;  for  which  reason  they  consider  the  whole  wall 
as  holy,  except  where  the  gates  are  ;  for  had  they  adjudged 
them  also  sacred,  they  could  not,  without  offence  to  religion, 
have  given  free  ingress  and  egress  for  the  necessaries  of 
human  life,  some  of  which  are  in  themselves  unclean. 

As  for  the  day  they  began  to  build  the  city,  it  is  univer- 
sally agreed  to  have  been  the  twenty-first  of  April,  and 
that  day  the  Romans  annually  keep  holy,  calling  it  their 
comitry's  birthday.  At  first,  they  say,  they  sacrificed  no 
living  creature  on  this  day,  thinking  it  fit  to  preserve  the 
feast  of  their  country's  birthday  pure  and  without  stain  of 
blood.   Yet  before  ever  the  city  was  built,  there  was  a 
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feast  of  herdsmen  and  shepherds  kept  on  this  day,  which 
went  by  the  name  of  Palilia.  The  Roman  and  Greek 
months  have  now  little  or  no  agreement;  they  say,  how- 
ever, the  day  on  which  Romulus  began  to  build  was  quite 
certainly  the  thirtieth  of  the  month,  at  which  time  there 
was  an  eclipse  of  llie  sun  which  they  conceived  to  be  that 
seen  liy  Antimachus,  the  Teian  poet,  in  the  third  year  of 
the  sixth  Olympiad.  In  the  times  of  Varro  the  philosopher, 
a  man  deeply  read  in  Roman  history,  lived  cue  Tarrutius, 
his  familiar  acquaintance,  a  good  pliilosopher  and  mathe- 
matician, and  one,  too,  that  out  of  curiosity  had  studied 
the  way  of  drawing  schemes  and  tables,  and  was  thought 
to  be  a  proficient  in  the  art ;  to  liim  Varro  propounded  to 
cast  Romulus's  nativity,  even  to  the  first  day  and  hour, 
making  his  deductions  from  the  several  events  of  the  man's 
life  which  he  should  be  informed  of,  exactly  as  in  working 
back  a  geometrical  problem ;  for  it  belonged,  he  said,  to 
the  same  science  both  to  foretell  a  man's  life  by  knowing 
the  time  of  his  birth,  and  also  to  find  out  his  birth  by  the 
knowledge  of  his  life.  This  task  Tarrutius  undertook,  and 
first  looking  into  the  actions  and  casualties  of  the  man, 
together  with  the  time  of  his  life  and  manner  of  his  death, 
and  then  comparing  all  these  remarks  together,  he  very 
confidently  and  positively  pronounced  that  Romulus  was 
conceived  in  his  mother's  womb  the  first  year  of  the  second 
Olympiad,  the  twenty-third  day  of  the  month  the  Egyp- 
tians call  Choeac,  and  the  third  hour  after  sunset,  at  which 
time  there  was  a  total  eclipse  of  the  sun  ;  that  he  was  born 
the  twenty-first  day  of  the  month  Thoth,  about  sun-rising; 
and  that  the  first  stone  of  Rome  was  laid  by  him  the  ninth 
day  of  the  month  Pharmuthi,  between  the  second  and  third 
hour.  For  the  fortunes  of  cities  as  well  as  of  men,  they 
think,  have  their  certain  periods  of  time  prefixed  which 
may  be  collected  and  foreknown  from  the  position  of  the 
gtars  at  their  first  foundation.  IJut  tlu  se  and  the  like 
relations  may  perhaps  not  so  nuich  take  and  delight  the 
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reader  with  their  novelty  and  curiosity,  as  olfend  him  by 
their  extravagance. 

The  city  now  being  built,  Romulus  enlisted  all  that  were 
of  age  to  bear  arms  into  military  companies,  each  company 
consisting  of  three  thousand  footmen  and  three  liundrea 
horse.  These  companies  were  called  legions,  because  they 
were  the  choicest  and  most  select  of  the  people  for  fighting 
men.  The  rest  of  the  multitude  he  called  the  people ;  an 
hundred  of  the  most  eminent  he  chose  for  counsellors ; 
these  he  styled  patricians,  and  their  assembly  the  senate, 
which  signifies  a  council  of  elders.  The  patricians,  some 
say,  were  so  called  because  they  were  the  fathers  of  lawful 
children ;  others,  because  they  could  give  a  good  account 
who  their  own  fathers  were,  wliich  not  every  one  of  the 
rabble  that  poured  into  the  city  at  first  could  do ;  others, 
from  patronage,  their  word  for  protection  of  inferiors,  the 
origin  of  which  they  attribute  to  Patron,  one  of  those  that 
came  over  with  Evander,  who  was  a  great  protector  and 
defender  of  the  weak  and  needy.  But  perhaps  the  most 
probable  judgment  might  be,  that  Romulus,  esteeming  it 
the  duty  of  the  chiefest  and  wealthiest  men,  with  a  fatherly 
care  and  concern  to  look  after  the  meaner,  and  also  encour- 
aging the  commonalty  not  to  dread  or  be  aggrieved  at  the 
honors  of  their  superiors,  but  to  love  and  respect  tbem, 
and  to  think  and  call  them  their  fathers,  might  from  hence 
give  them  the  name  of  patricians.  For  at  this  very  time 
all  foreigners  give  senators  the  style  of  lords ;  but  the 
Romans,  making  use  of  a  more  honorable  and  less  invidi- 
ous name,  call  them  Patres  Conscripti ;  at  first,  indeed 
simply  Patres,  but  afterwards,  more  being  added,  Patres 
Conscripti.  By  this  moi'e  imposing  title  he  distinguished 
the  senate  from  the  populace ;  and  in  other  ways  also 
separated  the  nobles  and  the  commons, — calling  them  pa- 
trons, and  these  their  clients,— by  which  means  he  created 
wonderful  love  and  amity  betwixt  them,  productive  of 
great  justice  in  their  dealings.  For  they  were  always  their 
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clients'  counsellors  in  law  cases,  their  advocates  In  courti 
of  justice ;  in  fine,  their  advisers  and  supporters  in  all  affairs 
whatever.  These  again  faithfully  served  their  patrons,  not 
only  paying  them  all  respect  and  deference,  but  also,  in 
case  of  poverty,  helping  them  to  portion  their  daughters 
and  pay  off  their  debts ;  and  for  a  patron  to  witness  against 
his  client,  or  a  client  against  his  patron,  was  what  no  law 
nor  magistrate  could  enforce.  In  aftertiraes,  all  other 
duties  subsisting  still  between  them,  it  was  thought  mean 
and  dishonorable  for  the  better  sort  to  take  money  from 
their  inferiors.    And  so  much  of  these  matters. 

In  the  fourth  month,  after  the  city  was  built,  as  Fabius 
writes,  the  adventure  of  stealing  the  women  was  attempted ; 
and  some  say  Romulus  himself,  being  naturally  a  martial 
man,  and  predisposed  too,  perhaps  by  certain  oracles,  to 
believe  the  fates  had  ordained  the  future  growth  and  great- 
ness of  Rome  should  depend  upon  the  benefit  of  war,  upon 
these  accounts  first  offered  violence  to  the  Sabines,  since  he 
took  away  only  thirty  virgins,  more  to  give  an  occasion  of 
war  than  out  of  any  want  of  women.  But  this  is  not  very 
probable ;  it  would  seem  rather  that,  observing  his  city  to 
be  filled  by  a  confiuence  of  foreigners,  few  of  whom  had 
wives,  and  that  the  multitude  in  genex'al,  consisting  of  a 
mixture  of  mean  and  obscure  men,  fell  under  contempt,  and 
seemed  to  be  of  no  long  continuance  together,  and  hoping 
farther,  after  the  women  were  appeased,  to  make  this  in- 
jury in  some  measure  an  occasion  of  confederacy  and  mutual 
commerce  with  the  Sabines,  he  took  in  hand  this  exploit 
after  this  manner.  First,  he  gave  it  out  as  if  he  had  found 
an  altar  of  a  certain  god  hid  under  ground ;  the  god  they 
called  Consus,  either  the  god  of  counsel  (for  they  still  called 
a  consultation  consilium,  and  their  chief  magistrates  con- 
sides,  namely,  counsellors),  or  else  the  equestrian  Neptune^ 
for  the  altar  is  kept  covered  in  the  Circus  Maximus  at  all 
other  times,  and  only  at  horse-races  is  exposed  to  public 
view;  others  merely  say  that  this  god  had  hia  altar  hid 
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nnder  ground  because  counsel  ought  to  be  secret  and  con- 
cealed. Upon  discovery  of  this  altar,  Romulus,  by  proo- 
lamation,  appointed  a  day  for  a  splendid  sacrifice,  and  for 
public  games  and  shows,  to  entertain  all  sorts  of  people : 
many  flocked  thither,  and  he  himself  sate  in  front,  amidst 
his  nobles,  clad  in  purple.  Now  the  signal  for  their  falling 
on  was  to  be  whenever  he  rose  and  gathered  up  his  robe 
and  threw  it  over  his  body  ;  his  men  stood  all  ready  armed, 
with  their  eyes  intent  upon  him,  and  when  the  sign  was 
given,  drawing  their  swords  and  falling  on  with  a  great 
shout,  they  ravished  away  the  daughters  of  the  Sabines, 
they  themselves  flying  without  any  let  or  hindrance.  They 
say  there  were  but  thirty  taken,  and  from  them  the  Curiae 
or  Fraternities  were  named  ;  but  Valerius  Antias  says  five 
hundred  and  twenty-seven,  Juba,  six  hundred  and  eighty- 
three  virgins :  which  was  indeed  the  greatest  excuse  Romu- 
lus could  allege,  namely,  that  they  had  taken  no  married 
woman,  save  one  only,  Hersilia  by  name,  and  her  too  un- 
knowingly ;  which  showed  that  they  did  not  commit  this 
rape  wantonly,  but  with  a  design  purely  of  forming  alliance 
with  their  neighbors  by  the  greatest  and  surest  bonds. 
This  Hersilia,  some  say,  Hostilius  married,  a  most  eminent 
man  among  the  Romans;  others,  Romulus  himself,  and 
that  she  bore  two  children  to  him, — a  daughter,  by  reason  of 
primogeniture  called  Prima,  and  one  only  son,  whom,  from 
the  great  concourse  of  citizens  to  him  at  that  time,  he 
called  AoUius,  but  after  ages  Abillius.  But  Zenodotus  the 
Troezenian,  in  giving  this  account,  is  contradicted  by  many. 

Among  those  who  committed  this  rape  upon  the  virgins, 
there  were,  they  say,  as  it  so  then  happened,  some  of  the 
meaner  sort  of  men,  who  were  carrying  off  a  damsel,  ex- 
celling all  in  beauty  and  comeliness  and  stature,  whom  when 
some  of  superior  rank  that  met  them  attempted  to  take 
away,  they  cried  out  they  were  carrying  her  to  Talasius,  a 
young  man,  indeed,  but  brave  and  worthy  ;  hearing  that, 
they  commended  and  applauded  them  loudly,  aud  also 
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some,  turning  back,  accompanied  them  with  good- will  and 
pleasure,  shouting  out  tlie  name  of  Talasius.  Hence  the 
Romans  to  this  very  time,  at  their  weddings,  sing  Talasius 
for  their  nuptial  word,  as  the  Greeks  do  Ilymenseus,  because 
tliey  say  Talasius  was  very  happy  in  his  marriage.  But 
Sextius  Sylla  the  Carthaginian,  a  man  wanting  neither 
learning  nor  ingeimity,  told  me  Romulus  gave  this  word  as 
a  sign  when  to  begin  the  onset ;  everybody,  therefore,  who 
made  prize  of  a  maiden,  cried  out,  Talasius ;  and  for  that 
reason  the  custom  continues  so  now  at  marriages.  But 
most  are  of  opinion  (of  whom  Juba  particularly  is  one)  that 
this  word  was  used  to  new-married  women  by  way  of  in- 
citement to  good  housewifery  and  talasia  (spinning),  as  we 
say  in  Greek,  Greek  words  at  that  time  not  being  as  yel 
overpowered  by  Italian.  But  if  this  be  the  case,  and  if  the 
Romans  did  at  the  time  use  the  word  talasia  as  we  do,  a  man 
might  fancy  a  more  probable  reason  of  the  custom.  For 
when  the  Sabines,  after  the  war  against  the  Romans,  were 
reconciled,  conditions  were  made  concerning  their  women, 
that  they  should  be  obliged  to  do  no  other  servile  offices  to 
their  husbands  but  what  concerned  spinning ;  it  was  cus- 
tomary, therefore,  ever  after,  at  weddings,  for  those  that 
gave  the  bride  or  escorted  her  or  otherwise  were  present, 
sportingly  to  say  Talasius,  intimating  that  she  was  hence- 
forth to  serve  in  spinning  and  no  more.  It  continues  also 
a  custom  at  this  very  day  for  the  bride  not  of  herself  to 
pass  her  husband's  threshold,  but  to  be  lifted  over,  in  men)- 
ory  that  the  Sabine  virgins  were  carried  in  by  violence, 
and  did  not  go  in  of  their  own  will.  Some  say,  too,  the 
custom  of  parting  the  bride's  hair  with  the  head  of  a  spear 
was  in  token  their  marriages  began  at  first  by  war  and 
acts  of  hostility,  of  which  I  have  spoken  more  fully  in  my 
book  of  Questions. 

This  rape  \\  as  committed  on  the  eighteenth  day  of  tlie 
month  Sextilis,  now  called  August,  on  ^A'hich  the  solemni' 
ties  of  the  Consualia  are  kept. 


nOMULUS. 


53 


The  Sabines  were  a  numerous  and  martial  people,  but 
lived  in  small,  unfortified  villages,  as  it  befitted,  they 
thought,  a  colony  of  the  Lacedaemonians  to  be  bold  and  fear- 
less; nevertheless,  seeing  themselves  bound  by  such  hos- 
tages to  their  good  behavior,  and  being  solicitous  for  their 
daughters,  they  sent  ambassadors  to  Romulus  with  fair 
and  equitable  requests,  that  he  would  return  their  young 
women  and  recall  that  act  of  violence,  and  afterwards,  by 
persuasion  and  lawful  means,  seek  friendly  correspondence 
between  both  nations.  Romulus  would  not  part  with  the 
young  women,  yet  proposed  to  the  Sabines  to  enter  into  an 
alliance  with  them  ;  upon  which  point  some  consulted  and 
demurred  long,  but  Acron,  king  of  the  Ceninenses,  a  man  of 
high  spirit  and  a  good  warrior,  who  had  all  along  a  jealousy 
of  Roaiulus's  bold  attempts,  and  considering  particularly, 
from  this  exploit  upon  the  women,  that  he  was  growing 
formidable  to  all  people,  and  indeed  insufferable,  were  he 
not  chastised,  first  rose  up  in  arms,  and  with  a  powerful 
army  advanced  against  him.  Romulus  likewise  prepared 
to  receive  him ;  but  when  they  came  within  sight  and 
viewed  each  other,  tliey  made  a  challenge  to  fight  a  single 
duel,  the  armies  standing  by  under  arms,  without  partici- 
pation. And  Romulus,  making  a  vow  to  Jupiter,  if  he 
should  conquer,  to  carry,  himself,  and  dedicate  his  adver- 
sary's armor  to  his  honor,  overcame  him  in  combat,  and  a 
battle  ensuing,  routed  his  army  also,  and  then  took  his  city; 
but  did  those  he  found  in  it  no  injury,  only  commanded 
them  to  demolish  the  place  and  attend  him  to  Rome,  there 
to  be  admitted  txD  all  tlie  privileges  of  citizens.  And  indeed 
there  was  nothing  did  more  advance  the  greatness  of  Rome, 
than  that  she  did  always  unite  and  incorporate  those  whom 
she  conquered  into  herself.  Romulus,  that  he  might  per- 
form his  vow  in  tlie  most  acceptable  manner  to  Jupiter, 
and  withal  make  the  pomp  of  it  delightful  to  the  eye  of 
the  city,  cut  down  a  tall  oak  Avhich  he  saw  growing  in  the 
camp,  which  he  trimmed  to  the  shape  of  a  trophy,  and 
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fastened  on  it  Acron's  whole  suit  of  armor  disposed  in 
proper  form;  then  he  himself,  girding  his  clothes  about 
him,  and  crowning  his  head  with  a  laurel  garland,  his  hair 
gracefully  flowing,  carried  the  trophy  resting  erect  upon 
his  right  shoulder,  and  so  marched  on,  singing  songs  of 
triumph,  and  his  whole  army  following  after,  the  citizens 
all  receiving  him  with  acclamations  of  joy  and  wonder. 
The  procession  of  this  day  was  the  origin  and  model  of  all 
after  triumphs.  This  trophy  was  styled  an  offering  to 
Jupiter  Feretrius,  from/ertVe,  which  in  Latin  is  to  smite  ; 
for  Romulus  prayed  he  might  smite  and  overthrow  his 
enemy ;  and  the  spoils  were  called  opima,  or  royal  spoils, 
says  Varro,  from  their  richness,  which  the  word  opes  sig- 
nifies ;  though  one  would  more  probably  conjecture  from 
o/>?<5,  an  act ;  for  it  is  only  to  the  general  of  an  army  who 
with  his  own  hand  kills  his  enemies' general  that  this  honor 
is  granted  of  offering  the  opima  spolia.  And  three  only  of 
the  Roman  captains  have  had  it  conferred  on  them :  first, 
Romulus,  upon  killing  Acron  the  Ceninensian  ;  next,  Corne- 
lius Cossus,  for  slaying  Tolumnius  the  Tuscan  ;  and  lastly, 
Claudius  Marcellus,  upon  his  conquering  Viridomarus,  king 
of  the  Gauls.  The  two  latter,  Cossus  and  Marcellus,  made 
their  entries  in  triumphant  chariots,  bearing  their  trophies 
themselves  ;  but  that  Romulus  made  use  of  a  chariot, 
Dionysius  is  wrong  in  asserting.  History  says,  Tarquinius, 
Damaratus's  son,  was  the  first  that  brought  triumphs  to 
this  great  pomp  and  grandeur ;  others,  that  Publicola  was 
the  first  that  rode  in  triumph.  The  statues  of  Romulus  in 
triumph  are,  as  may  be  seen  in  Rome,  all  on  foot. 

After  the  overthrow  of  the  Ceninensians,  the  other  Sa- 
bines  still  protracting  the  time  in  preparations,  the  people 
of  Fidense,  Crustumerium,  and  Antemna  joined  their  forces 
against  the  Romans  ;  they  in  like  manner  were  defeated  in 
battle,  and  surrendered  up  to  liomulus  their  cities  to  be 
■eized,  their  lands  and  territories  to  be  divided  and  them- 
gelvefl  to  be  transplanted  to  Rome,    All  the  lands  which 
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Romulus  acquired,  he  distributed  among  the  citizens,  ex- 
cept only  what  the  parents  of  the  stolen  virgins  had ;  these 
he  suffered  to  possess  their  own.  The  rest  of  the  Sabines, 
enraged  hereat,  choosing  Tatius  their  captain,  marched, 
straight  against  Rome.  The  city  was  almost  inaccessible, 
having  for  its  fortress  that  which  is  now  the  Capitol,  where 
a  strong  guard  was  placed,  and  Tarpeius  their  captain ;  not 
Tarpeia  the  virgin,  as  some  say  who  would  make  Romulus 
a  fool.  But  Tarpeia,  daughter  to  the  captain,  coveting  the 
golden  bracelets  she  saw  them  wear,  betrayed  the  fort  into 
the  Sabines'  hands,  and  asked,  in  reward  of  her  treachery, 
the  things  they  wore  on  their  left  arms.  Tatius  condition- 
ing thus  with  her,  in  the  night  she  opened  one  of  the  gates, 
and  received  the  Sabines  in.  And  truly  Antigonus,  it 
would  seem,  was  not  solitary  in  saying,  he  loved  betrayers, 
but  hated  those  who  had  betrayed ;  nor  Caesar,  who  told 
Rhymitalces  the  Thracian,  that  he  loved  the  treason,  but 
hated  the  traitor ;  but  it  is  the  general  feeling  of  all  who 
have  occasion  for  wicked  men's  service,  as  people  have  for 
the  poison  of  venomous  beasts  ;  they  are  glad  of  them 
while  they  are  of  use,  and  abhor  their  baseness  when  it  is 
over.  And  so  then  did  Tatius  behave  towards  Tarpeia,  for 
he  commanded  the  Sabines,  in  r6gard  to  their  contract,  not 
to  refuse  her  the  least  part  of  what  they  wore  on  their  left 
arms ;  and  he  himself  first  took  his  bracelet  off  his  arm, 
and  threw  that,  together  with  his  buckler,  at  her ;  and  all 
the  rest  following,  she,  being  borne  down  and  quite  buried 
with  the  multitude  of  gold  and  their  shields,  died  under  the 
weight  and  pressure  of  them ;  Tarpeius  also  himself,  being 
prosecuted  by  Romulus,  was  found  guilty  of  treason,  as 
Juba  says  Sulpicius  Galba  relates.  Those  who  write  other- 
wise concerning  Tarpeia,  as  that  she  was  the  daughter  of 
Tatius,  the  Sabine  captain,  and  being  forcibly  detained  by 
Romulus,  acted  and  suffered  thus  by  her  father's  contriv- 
ance, speak  very  absurdly,  of  whom  Antigonus  is  one.  And 
Simplus,  the  poet,  who  thinks  Tarpeia  betrayed  the  Capitol, 
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not  to  the  Sabines,  but  the  Gauls,  having  fallen  in  love  with 
their  king,  talks  mere  folly,  saying  thus  : — 

Tarpeia  'twas,  who,  dwelling  close  thereby. 
Laid  open  Borne  unto  the  enemy. 
She,  for  the  love  of  the  besieging  Gaul, 
Betrayed  the  city's  strength,  the  Capitol. 

And  a  little  after,  speaking  of  her  death : — 

The  numerous  nations  of  the  Celtic  foe 

Bore  her  not  living  to  the  banks  of  Po  ; 

Their  heavy  shields  upon  the  maid  they  threw. 

And  with  their  splendid  gifts  entombed  at  once  ana  slew. 

Tarpeia  afterwards  was  buried  there,  and  the  hill  from  her 
was  called  Tarpeius,  until  the  reign  of  king  Tarquin,  who 
dedicated  the  place  to  Jupiter,  at  which  time  her  bones 
were  removed,  and  so  it  lost  her  name,  except  only  that 
part  of  the  Capitol  which  they  still  called  the  Tarpeian 
Rock,  from  which  they  used  to  cast  down  malefactors. 

The  Sabines  being  possessed  of  the  hill,  Romulus,  in 
great  fury,  bade  them  battle,  and  Tatius  was  confident  to 
accept  it,  perceiving,  if  they  were  overpowered,  that  they 
had  behind  them  a  secure  retreat.  The  level  in  the  middle, 
where  they  were  to  join  battle,  being  surrounded  with 
many  little  hills,  seemed  to  enforce  both  parties  to  a  sharp 
and  desperate  conflict,  by  reason  of  the  difficulties  of  the 
place,  which  had  but  a  few  outlets,  inconvenient  either  for 
refuge  or  pursuit.  It  happened,  too,  the  river  having  over- 
flowed not  many  days  before,  there  was  left  behind  in  the 
plain,  where  now  the  forum  stands,  a  deep  blind  mud  and 
slime,  which,  though  it  did  not  appear  much  to  the  eye, 
and  was  not  easily  avoided,  at  bottom  was  deceitful  and 
dangerous  ;  upon  which  the  Sabines  being  unwarily  about 
to  enter,  met  with  a  piece  of  good  fortune  ;  for  Curtius,  a 
gallant  man,  eager  of  lionor,  and  of  aspiring  thoughts,  be- 
ing mounted  on  horseback,  was  galloping  on  before  the 
rest,  and  mired  his  horse  here,  and,  endeavoring  for  a 
wrhiie,  by  whip  and  spur  and  voice,  to  disentangle  him,  but 
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inding  it  impossible,  quitted  him  and  saved  himself ;  the 
)lace  from  him  to  this  very  time  is  called  the  Curtian 
jake.  The  Sabines,  having  avoided  this  danger,  began  the 
ight  very  smartly,  the  fortune  of  the  day  being  very 
lubious,  though  many  were  slain;  amongst  whom  was 
lostiiius,  who,  they  say,  was  husband  to  Hersilia,  and 
grandfather  to  that  Hostilius  who  reigned  after  Numa. 
There  were  many  other  brief  conflicts,  we  may  suppose, 
)ut  the  most  memorable  was  the  last,  in  which  Romulus 
laving  received  a  wound  on  his  head  by  a  stone,  and  being 
dmost  felled  to  the  ground  by  it,  and  disabled,  the  Romans 
jave  way,  and,  being  driven  out  of  the  level  ground,  fled 
.owards  the  Palatium.  Romulus,  by  this  time  recovering 
rom  his  wound  a  little,  turned  about  to  renew  the  battle, 
md,  facing  the  fliers,  with  a  loud  voice  encouraged  them 
;o  stand  and  fight.  But  being  overborne  with  numbers, 
md  nobody  daring  to  face  about,  stretching  out  his  hands 
;o  heaven,  he  prayed  to  Jupiter  to  stop  the  army,  and  not 
;o  neglect,  but  maintain  the  Roman  cause,  now  in  extreme 
ianger.  The  prayer  was  no  sooner  made,  than  shame  and 
•espect  for  their  king  checked  many ;  the  fears  of  the 
'ugitives  changed  suddenly  into  confidence.  The  place 
;hey  first  stood  at  was  where  now  is  the  temple  of  Jupiter 
5tator  (which  may  be  translated  the  Stayer) ;  there  they 
'allied  again  into  ranks  and  repulsed  the  Sabines  to  the 
3lace  called  now  Regia,  and  to  the  temple  of  Vesta; 
ivhere  both  parties,  preparing  to  begin  a  second  battle, 
n^ere  prevented  by  a  spectacle,  strange  to  behold,  and  defy- 
ng  description.  For  the  daughters  of  the  Sabines,  who 
liid  been  carried  off,  came  running,  in  great  confusion, 
some  on  this  side,  some  on  that,  with  miserable  cries  and 
lamentations,  like  creatures  possessed,  in  the  midst  of  the 
irmy  and  among  the  dead  bodies,  to  come  at  tiieir  husbands 
ind  their  fathers,  some  with  their  young  babes  in  their 
irms,  others  their  hair  loose  about  their  ears,  but  all  call- 
ing, now  upon  the  Sabines,  now  upon  the  Romans,  in  the 
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most  tender  and  endearing  words.  Hereupon  both  melt«4 
into  compassion,  and  fell  back,  to  make  room  for  them  be- 
twixt  the  armies.  The  sight  of  the  women  carried  sorrow 
and  commiseration  upon  both  sides  into  the  hearts  of  all, 
but  still  more  their  words,  which  began  with  expostulation 
and  upbraiding,  and  ended  with  entreaty  and  supplication. 

"Wherein,"  say  they,  "have  we  injured  or  offended  you, 
as  to  deserve  such  sufferings  past  and  present?  We  were 
ravished  away  unjustly  and  violently  by  those  whose  now 
we  are ;  that  being  done,  we  were  so  long  neglected  by  our 
fathers,  our  brothers  and  countrymen,  that  time,  having 
now  by  the  strictest  bonds  united  us  to  those  we  once 
mortally  hated,  has  made  it  impossible  for  us  not  to  tremble 
at  the  danger  and  weep  at  the  death  of  the  very  men  who 
once  used  violence  Ux  us.  You  did  not  come  to  vindicate 
our  honor,  while  we  were  virgins,  against  our  assailants; 
but  do  come  now  to  force  away  wives  from  their  husbands 
and  mothers  from  their  children,  a  succor  more  grievous 
to  its  wretched  objects  than  the  former  betrayal  and  neg- 
lect of  them.  Which  shall  we  call  the  worst,  their  love- 
making  or  your  compassion  ?  If  you  were  making  war 
upon  any  other  occasion,  for  our  sakes  you  ought  to  with- 
hold your  hands  from  those  to  whom  we  have  made  yea 
fathers-in-law  and  grandsires.  If  it  be  for  our  own  cause, 
then  take  us,  and  with  us  your  sons-in-law  and  grand- 
children. Restore  to  us  our  parents  and  kindred,  but  do 
not  rob  us  of  our  children  and  husbands.  Make  us  not, 
we  entreat  you,  twice  captives."  Hersilia  having  spoken 
many  such  words  as  these,  and  the  others  earnestly  pray- 
ing, a  truce  was  made,  and  the  chief  officers  came  to  a  par- 
ley ;  the  women,  in  the  mean  time,  brought  and  presented 
their  husbands  and  children  to  their  fathers  and  brothers; 
gave  those  that  wanted  meat  and  drink,  and  carried  the 
wounded  home  to  be  cured,  and  showed  also  how  much 
they  governed  within  doors,  and  how  indulgent  their  hus- 
bands were  to  them,  in  demeaning  themselves  towards  then 
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ith  all  kindness  and  respect  imaginable.  Upon  thia, 
mditions  were  agreed  upon,  that  what  women  pleased 
light  stay  where  they  were,  exempt,  as  aforesaid,  from 

I  drudgery  and  labor  but  spinning ;  that  the  Romans  and 
ibines  should  inhabit  the  city  together;  that  the  city 
lould  be  called  Rome  from  Romulus;  but  the  Romans, 
uirites,  from  the  country  of  Tatius ;  and  that  they  both 
lould  govern  and  command  in  common.  The  place  of  the 
itification  is  still  called  Comitium,  from  coire,  to  meet. 
The  city  being  thus  doubled  in  number,  an  hundred  of 
le  Sabines  were  elected  senators,  and  the  legions  were 
icreased  to  six  thousand  foot  and  six  hundred  horse ;  then 
ley  divided  the  people  into  three  tribes  :  the  first,  from 
omulus,  named  Ramnenses ;  the  second  from  Tatius, 
atienses ;  the  third  Luceres,  from  the  lucus,  or  grove, 
here  the  Asylum  stood,  whither  many  fled  for  sanctuary, 
id  were  received  into  the  city.  And  that  they  were  just 
iree,  the  very  name  of  tribe  and  tribune  seems  to  show ; 
ich  tribe  contained  ten  curiae,  or  brotherhoods,  which, 
)me  say,  took  their  names  from  the  Sabine  women ;  but 
lat  seems  to  be  false,  because  many  had  their  names  from 
irious  places.  Though  it  is  true,  they  then  constituted 
lany  things  in  honor  to  the  women ;  as  to  give  them  the 
ay  wherever  they  met  them ;  to  speak  no  ill  word  in  their 
resence;  not  to  appear  naked  before  them,  or  else  be  liable 
)  prosecution  before  the  judge,  of  homicide ;  that  their 
lildren  should  wear  an  ornament  about  their  necks  called 
le  bulla  (because  it  was  like  a  bubble),  and  the  prcetextou, 
gown  edged  with  purple. 

The  princes  did  not  immediately  join  in  council  together, 
at  at  first  each  met  with  his  own  hundred ;  afterwards 

II  assembled  together.  Tatius  dwelt  where  now  the 
smple  of  Moneta  stands,  and  Romulus,  close  by  the  steps, 
}  they  call  them,  of  the  Fair  Shore,  near  the  descent  from 
le  Mount  Palatine  to  the  Circus  Maximus.  There,  they 
iy,  grew  the  holy  cornel  tree,  of  which  they  report,  that 
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Romulus  once,  to  try  his  strength,  tluew  a  dart  from  the 
Aventine  Mount,  the  st;ilf  of  ^^  hich  was  made  of  cornel, 
which  struck  so  deep  into  the  ground,  that  no  one  of  many 
that  tried  could  pluck  it  up,  and  the  soil,  being  fertile,  gave 
nourishment  to  the  wood,  which  sent  forth  branches,  and 
produced  a  cornel  stock  of  considerable  bigness.  This  did 
posterity  preserve  and  worship  as  one  of  the  most  sacred 
tilings;  and  therefore  walled  it  about;  and  if  to  any  one 
it  appeared  not  green  nor  flourishing,  but  inclining  to  pine 
and  wither,  he  immediately  made  outcry  to  all  he  met,  and 
they,  like  people  hearing  of  a  house  on  fire,  with  one  accord 
would  cry  for  water,  and  run  from  all  parts  with  buckets 
full  to  the  place.  But  when  Caius  Csesar,  they  say,  was 
repairing  the  steps  about  it,  some  of  the  laborers  dig- 
ging too  close,  the  roots  were  destroyed,  and  the  tree 
withered. 

The  Sabines  adopted  the  Roman  months,  of  which  what- 
ever is  remarkable  is  mentioned  in  the  Life  of  Numa. 
Romulus,  on  the  other  hand,  adopted  their  long  shields, 
and  changed  his  own  armor  and  that  of  all  the  Romans, 
who  before  wore  round  targets  of  the  Argive  pattern. 
Feasts  and  sacrifices  they  partook  of  in  common,  not 
abolishing  any  which  either  nation  observed  before,  and 
instituting  several  new  ones  ;  of  which  one  was  the  Matron- 
alia,  instituted  in  honor  of  the  women,  for  their  extinction 
of  the  war  ;  likewise  the  Carmentalia.  This  Carmenta 
some  think  a  deity  presiding  over  human  birth ;  for  which 
reason  she  is  much  honored  by  mothers.  Others  say  she 
was  the  wife  of  Evander,  the  Arcadian,  being  a  prophetess, 
and  wont  to  deliver  her  oracles  in  verse,  and  from  carmen, 
a  verse,  was  called  Carmenta  ;  her  proper  name  being 
Nicostrata.  Others  more  probably  derive  Carmenta  from 
carens  mente,  or  insane,  in  allusion  to  her  prophetic  fren- 
zies. Of  the  Feast  of  I'alilia  we  have  spoken  before.  The 
Lupercalia,  by  tlie  time  of  its  celebration,  may  seem  to  lie 
a  feast  of  purification,  for  it  is  solemnized  on  the  dies  nefasti, 
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or  non-court  days,  of  the  month  February,  which  name 
signiftfis  purification,  and  the  very  day  of  the  feast  was 
anciently  called  Februata  ;  but  its  name  is  equivalent  to 
the  Greek  Lycsea ;  and  it  seems  thus  to  be  of  great  anti- 
quity, and  brought  in  by  the  Arcadians  who  came  with 
Evander.  Yet  this  is  but  dubious,  for  it  may  come  as  well 
from  the  wolf  that  nursed  Romulus ;  and  we  see  the 
Luperci,  the  priests,  begin  their  course  from  the  place 
where  they  say  Romulus  was  exposed.  But  the  ceremonies 
performed  in  it  render  the  origin  of  the  thing  more  difficult 
to  be  guessed  at;  for  there  are  goats  killed,  then,  two 
young  noblemen's  sons  being  brought,  some  are  to  stain 
their  foreheads  with  the  bloody  knife,  others  presently  to 
wipe  it  off  with  wool  dipped  in  milk ;  then  the  young  boys 
must  laugh  after  their  foreheads  are  wiped ;  that  done, 
having  cut  the  goats'  skins  into  thongs,  they  run  about 
naked,  only  with  something  about  their  middle,  lashing  all 
they  meet ;  and  the  young  wives  do  not  avoid  their  strokes, 
fancying  they  will  help  coiiception  and  childbirth.  Another 
thing  peculiar  to  this  feast  is  for  the  Luperci  to  sacrifice  a 
dog.  But,  as  a  certain  poet  wlio  wrote  fabulous  explana- 
tions of  Roman  customs  in  elegiac  verses  says,  that  Rom- 
ulus and  Remus,  after  the  conquest  of  Amulius,  ran  joy- 
fully to  the  place  where  the  wolf  gave  them  suck ;  and  that 
in  imitation  of  that  this  feast  was  held,  and  two  young 
noblemen  ran — 

Striking  at  all,  as  when  from  Alba  town, 

With  sword  in  hand,  the  twins  came  hurrying  down  ; 

and  that  the  bloody  knife  applied  to  their  foreheads  was  a 
sign  of  the  danger  and  bloodshed  of  that  day  ;  the  cleans- 
ing of  them  in  milk,  a  remembrance  of  their  food  and 
nourishment.  Caius  Acilius  writes,  that  before  the  city 
was  built,  the  cattle  of  Romulus  and  Remus  one  day  going 
astray,  they,  praying  to  the  god  Faunus,  ran  out  to  seek 
them  naked,  wishing  not  to  be  troubled  with  sweat,  and 
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that  this  is  why  the  Luperci  run  naked.  If  the  8acriflc« 
be  by  way  of  purification,  a  dog  might  very  well  be  sacri- 
ficed,  for  the  Greeks,  in  their  illustrations,  carry  out  young 
dogs,  and  frequently  use  this  ceremony  of  periscylacismut, 
as  they  call  it.  Or  if  again  it  is  a  sacrifice  of  gratitude  ta 
the  wolf  that  nourished  and  preserved  Romulus,  there  is 
good  reason  in  killing  a  dog,  as  being  an  enemy  to  wolves. 
Unless,  indeed,  after  all,  the  creature  is  punished  for  hin- 
dering the  Luperci  in  their  running. 

They  say,  too,  Romulus  was  the  first  that  consecrated 
holy  fire,  and  instituted  holy  virgins  to  keep  it,  called  ves- 
tals ;  others  ascribe  it  to  Numa  Pompilius ;  agreeing,  how- 
ever, that  Romulus  was  otherwise  eminently  religious,  and 
skilled  in  divination,  and  for  that  reason  carried  the  lituui, 
a  crooked  rod  with  which  soothsayers  describe  the  quarters 
of  the  heavens,  when  they  sit  to  observe  the  flights  of 
birds.  This  of  his,  being  kept  in  the  Palatium,  was  lost 
when  the  city  was  taken  by  the  Gauls ;  and  afterwards, 
that  barbarous  people  being  driven  out,  was  found  in  the 
ruins,  under  a  great  heap  of  ashes,  untouched  by  the  fire, 
all  things  about  it  being  consumed  and  burnt.  He  insti- 
tuted also  certain  laws,  one  of  which  is  somewhat  severe, 
which  suffers  not  a  wife  to  leave  her  husband,  but  grants 
a  husband  power  to  turn  off  his  wife,  either  upon  poisoning 
her  children,  or  counterfeiting  his  keys,  or  for  adultery ; 
but  if  the  husband  upon  any  other  occasion  put  her  away, 
he  ordered  one  moiety  of  his  estate  to  be  given  to  the  wife, 
the  other  to  fall  to  the  goddess  Ceres ;  and  whoever  cast 
off  his  wife,  to  make  an  atonement  by  sacrifice  to  the  gods 
of  the  dead.  This,  too,  is  observable  as  a  singular  thing  iu 
Romulus,  that  he  appointed  no  punishment  for  real  parri- 
cide, but  called  all  murder  so,  thinking  the  one  an  accursed 
thing,  but  the  other  a  thing  impossible ;  and,  for  a  long 
time,  his  judgment  seemed  to  have  been  right;  for  in 
almost  six  hundred  years  together,  nobody  committed  the 
like  in  Rome ;  and  Lucius  Hostius,  after  the  wars  of  Una- 
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libal,  is  recorded  to  have  been  the  first  parricide.  Let 
;hus  much  suffice  concerning  these  matters. 

In  the  fifth  year  of  tlie  reign  of  Tatius,  some  of  his 
"riends  and  kinsmen,  meeting  ambassadors  coming  from 
Laurentum  to  Rome,  attempted  on  the  road  to  take  away 
;heir  money  by  force,  and,  upon  their  resistance,  killed 
ihem.  So  great  a  villany  having  been  committed,  Romu- 
us  thought  the  malefactors  ought  at  once  to  be  punished, 
jut  Tatius  shuffled  off  and  deferred  the  execution  of  it ; 
ind  this  one  thing  was  the  beginning  of  open  quarrel  be- 
;wixt  them  ;  in  all  other  respects  they  were  very  careful  of 
;heir  conduct,  and  administered  affairs  together  with  great 
manimity.  The  relations  of  the  slain,  being  debarred  of 
awful  satisfaction  by  reason  of  Tatius,  fell  upon  him  as  he 
svas  sacrificing  with  Romulus  at  Lavinium,  and  slew  him  ; 
3ut  escorted  Romulus  home,  commending  and  extolling 
lim  for  a  just  prince.  Romulus  took  the  body  of  Tatius, 
md  buried  it  very  splendidly  in  the  Aventine  Mount,  near 
;he  place  called  Armilustrium,  but  altogether  neglected 
revenging  his  murder.  Some  authors  write,  the  city  of 
Laurentum,  fearing  the  consequences,  delivered  up  the 
nurderers  of  Tatius  ;  but  Romulus  dismissed  them,  saying, 
)iie  murder  was  requited  with  another.  This  gave  occasion 
jf  talk  and  jealousy,  as  if  he  were  well  pleased  at  the 
removal  of  his  copartner  in  the  government.  Nothing  of 
;hese  things,  however,  raised  any  sort  of  feud  or  disturb- 
mce  among  the  Sabines ;  but  some  out  of  love  to  him, 
ithers  out  of  fear  of  his  power,  some  again  reverencing  him 
is  a  god,  they  all  continued  living  peacefully  in  admiration 
md  awe  of  him ;  many  foreign  nations,  too,  showed  respect 
:o  Romulus ;  the  Ancient  Latins  sent,  and  entered  into 
eague  and  confederacy  with  him.  Fidenae  he  took,  a 
aeighboring  city  to  Rome,  by  a  party  of  horse,  as  some  say, 
whom  he  sent  before  with  commands  to  cut  down  the 
tiinges  of  the  gates,  himself  afterwards  unexpectedly  com- 
ing up.     Others  say,  they  having  first  made  the  invasion, 
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plundering  and  ravaging  the  country  and  suburlis,  Romu. 
his  lay  in  ambush  for  them,  and  having'  killed  many  of 
their  men  took  tlie  city  ;  but,  nevertheless,  did  not  raze  or 
demolish  it,  but  made  it  a  Roman  colony,  and  sent  thither, 
on  the  Ides  of  April,  two  thousand  five  hundred  inhab- 
itants. 

Soon  after  a  plague  broke  out,  causing  sudden  death 
without  any  previous  sickness  ;  it  infected  also  the  corn 
with  unfruitfulness,  and  cattle  with  barrenness ;  there 
rained  blood,  too,  in  the  city  ;  so  that,  to  their  actual  suffer- 
ings, fear  of  the  wrath  of  the  gods  was  added.  But  when 
the  same  mischiefs  fell  upon  Laurentum,  then  everybody 
judged  it  was  divine  vengeance  that  fell  upon  both  cities, 
for  the  neglect  of  executing  justice  upon  the  murder  of 
Tatius  and  the  ambassadors.  But  the  murderers  on  both 
sides  being  delivered  up  and  punished,  the  pestilence  visi- 
bly abated ;  and  Romulus  purified  the  cities  with  lustra- 
tions, which,  they  say,  even  now,  are  performed  at  the 
wood  called  Ferentina.  But  before  the  plague  ceased,  the 
Camertines  invaded  the  Romans  and  overran  the  country, 
thinking  them,  by  reason  of  the  distemper,  unable  to  resist; 
but  Romulus  at  once  made  head  against  them,  and  gained 
the  victory,  with  the  slaughter  of  six  thousand  men,  then 
took  their  city,  and  bi-ought  half  of  those  he  found  thereto 
Rome,  sending  from  Rome  to  Camerium  double  the  number 
he  left  there.  This  was  done  the  first  of  August.  So 
many  citizens  had  he  to  spare,  in  sixteen  years'  time  from 
his  first  founding  Rome.  Among  other  spoils,  he  took  a 
brazen  four-horse  chariot  from  Camerium,  which  he  placed 
in  the  temple  of  Vulcan,  setting  on  it  his  own  statue,  with 
a  figure  of  victory  crowning  him. 

The  Roman  cause  thus  daily  gathering  strength,  their 
weaker  neighbors  shrunk  away,  and  were  tliankful  to  be 
left  untouched;  but  the  stronger,  out  ot  fcar  or  envy, 
thought  they  ought  not  to  give  way  to  Romulus,  but  to 
curb  and  put  a  stop  to  his  growing  greatness.     The  first 
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were  the  Veientes,  a  people  of  Tuscany,  who  had  large 
possessions,  and  dwelt  in  a  spacious  city ;  they  took  occa- 
sion to  commence  a  war,  by  claiming  Fidenae  as  belonging 
to  them ;  a  thing  not  only  very  unreasonable,  but  very 
ridiculous,  that  they,  who  did  not  assist  them  in  the  great- 
est extremities,  but  permitted  them  to  be  slain,  should 
challenge  their  lands  and  houses  when  in  the  hands  of 
others.  But  being  scornfully  retorted  upon  by  Romulus 
in  his  answers,  they  divided  themselves  into  two  bodies ; 
with  one  they  attacked  the  garrison  of  Fidense,  the  other 
marched  against  Romulus ;  that  which  went  against  Fi- 
dense  got  the  victory,  and  slew  two  thousand  Rorhans ;  the 
other  was  worsted  by  Romanus,  with  the  loss  of  eight 
thousand  men.  A  fresh  battle  was  fought  near  Fidenae, 
and  here  all  men  acknowledge  the  day's  success  to  have 
been  chiefly  the  work  of  Romulus  himself,  who  showed  the 
highest  skill  as  well  as  courage,  and  seemed  to  manifest  a 
strength  and  swiftness  more  than  humane.  But  what  some 
write,  that,  of  fourteen  thousand  that  fell  that  day,  above 
half  were  slain  by  Romulus's  own  hand,  verges  too  near  to 
fable,  and  is,  indeed,  simply  incredible ;  since  even  the 
Messenians  are  thought  to  go  too  far  in  saying  that  Aristo- 
menes  three  times  offered  sacrifice  for  the  death  of  a  hun- 
dred enemies,  Lacedsemonians,  slain  by  himself.  The  army 
being  thus  routed,  Romulus,  suffering  those  that  were  left 
to  make  their  escape,  led  his  forces  against  the  city ;  they, 
having  suffered  such  great  losses,  did  not  venture  to  op- 
pose, but,  humbly  suing  to  him,  made  a  league  and  friend- 
ship for  an  hundred  years ;  surrendering  also  a  large 
district  of  land  called  Septempagium,  that  is,  the  seven 
parts,  as  also  their  salt-works  upon  the  river,  and  fifty 
noblemen  for  hostages.  He  made  his  triumph  for  this  on 
the  Ides  of  October,  leading,  among  the  rest  of  his  many 
captives,  the  general  of  the  Veientes,  an  elderly  man,  but 
who  had  not,  it  seemed,  acted  with  the  prudence  of  age ; 
whence  even  now,  in  sacrifices  for  victories,  they  lead  an 
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old  man  through  the  market-place  to  the  Capitol,  appar. 
elled  in  purple,  with  a  bulla,  or  child's  toy,  tied  to  it,  and 
the  crier  cries,  ^Sanlkms  to  be  sold;  for  the  Tuscans  are 
said  to  be  a  colony  of  the  Sardians,  and  the  Veientes  are  a 
city  of  Tuscany. 

This  was  the  last  battle  Romulus  ever  fought ;  afterwards 
he,  as  most,  nay  all  men,  very  few  excepted,  do,  who  are 
raised  by  great  and  miraculous  good-haps  of  fortune  to 
power  and  greatness,  so,  I  say,  did  he ;  relying  upon  his 
own  great  actions,  and  growing  of  an  haughtier  mind,  he 
forsook  his  popular  behavior  for  kingly  arrogance,  odious 
to  the  people ;  to  whom  in  particular  the  state  which  he 
assumed  was  hateful.  For  he  dressed  in  scarlet,  with  the 
purple-bordered  robe  over  it ;  he  gave  audience  on  a  couch 
of  state,  having  always  about  him  some  young  men  called 
Celeres,  from  their  swiftness  in  doing  commissions ;  there 
went  before  him  others  with  staves,  to  make  room,  with 
leather  thongs  tied  on  their  bodies,  to  bind  on  the  moment 
whomever  he  commanded.  The  Latins  formerly  used  ligare 
in  the  same  sense  as  now  alligare,  to  bind,  whence  the 
name  Kctors,  for  these  officers,  and  bacula,  or  staves,  for 
their  rods,  because  staves  were  then  used.  It  is  probable, 
however,  they  were  first  called  litores,  afterwards,  by  put- 
ting in  a  c,  lictores,  or,  in  Greek,  liturgi,  or  people's  officers, 
for  leitos  is  still  Greek  for  the  commons,  and  lads  for  the 
people  in  general. 

But  when,  after  the  death  of  his  grandfather  Numitor  in 
Alba,  the  throne  devolving  upon  Romulus,  he,  to  court  the 
people,  put  the  government  into  their  own  hands,  and  ap- 
pointed an  annual  magistrate  over  the  Albans,  this  taught 
the  great  men  of  Rome  to  seek  after  a  free  and  anti-mon- 
archical state,  wherein  all  might  in  turn  be  subjects  and 
rulers.  For  neither  were  the  patricians  any  longer  ad- 
mitted to  state  affairs,  only  had  the  name  and  title  left 
them,  convening  in  council  rather  for  fashion's  sake  than 
advice,  where  they  heard  in  silence  the  king's  commandSi 
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nd  so  departed,  exceeding  the  commonalty  only  in  hear- 
ig  first  what  was  done.  These  and  the  like  were  matters 
f  small  moment ;  but  when  he  of  his  own  accord  parted 
mong  his  soldiers  what  lands  were  acquired  by  war,  and 
sstored  the  Veientes  their  hostages,  the  senate  neither 
onsenting  nor  approving  of  it,  then,  indeed,  he  seemed  to 
ut  a  great  affront  upon  them ;  so  that,  on  his  sudden  and 
trange  disappearance  a  short  while  after,  the  senate  fell 
nder  suspicion  and  calumny.  He  disappeared  on  the 
fones  of  July,  as  they  now  call  the  month  which  was  then 
Juintilis,  leaving  nothing  of  certainty  to  be  related  of  his 
eath ;  only  the  time,  as  just  mentioned,  for  on  that  day 
lany  ceremonies  are  still  performed  in  representation  of 
i^hat  happened.  Neither  is  this  uncertainty  to  be  thought 
trange,  seeing  the  manner  of  the  death  of  Scipio  Africanus, 
i^ho  died  at  his  own  home  after  supper,  has  been  found 
apable  neither  of  proof  or  disproof;  for  some  say  he  died 
natural  death,  being  of  a  sickly  habit;  others,  that  he 
loisoned  himself;  others  again,  that  his  enemies,  breaking 
ri  upon  him  in  the  night,  stifled  him.  Yet  Scipio's  dead 
lody  lay  open  to  be  seen  of  all,  and  any  one,  from  his  own 
bservation,  might  form  his  suspicions  and  conjectures, 
rhereas  Romulus,  when  he  vanished,  left  neither  the  least 
lart  of  his  body,  nor  any  remnant  of  his  clothes  to  be  seen, 
io  that  some  fancied,  the  senators,  having  fallen  upon  him 
a  the  temple  of  Yulcan,  cut  his  body  into  pieces,  and  took 
ach  a  part  away  in  his  bosom  ;  others  think  his  disappear- 
nce  was  neither  in  the  temple  oi  Yulcan,  nor  with  the  sen- 
tors  only  by,  but  that  it  came  to  pass  that,  as  he  was 
laranguing  the  people  without  the  city,  near  a  place  called 
he  Goat's  Marsh,  on  a  sudden  strange  and  unaccountable 
[isorders  and  alterations  took  place  in  the  air;  the  face  of 
he  sun  was  darkened,  and  the  day  turned  into  night,  and 
hat,  too,  no  quiet,  peaceable  night,  but  with  terrible  thun- 
ierings,  and  boisterous  winds  from  all  quarters ;  during 
rhich  the  common  people  dispersed  and  fled,  but  the  senac 
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tors  kept  close  together.  The  tempest  being  over  and  the 
light  breaking  out,  when  the  people  gathered  again,  they 
missed  and  inquired  for  their  king ;  tiie  senators  suffered 
them  not  to  search,  or  busy  themselves  about  the  matter, 
but  commanded  them  to  honor  and  worship  Romulus  as  one 
taken  up  to  the  gods,  and  about  to  be  to  them,  in  the  place 
of  a  good  prince,  now  a  propitious  god.  The  multitude, 
hearing  this,  went  away  believing  and  rejoicing  in  hopes  of 
good  things  from  him  ;  but  there  were  some,  who,  canvass- 
ing the  matter  in  a  hostile  temper,  accused  and  aspersed 
the  patricians,  as  men  that  persuaded  the  people  to  believe 
ridiculous  tales,  when  they  themselves  were  the  murderers 
of  the  king. 

Things  being  in  this  disorder,  one,  they  say,  of  the  patri- 
cians, of  noble  family  and  approved  good  character,  and  a 
faithful  and  familiar  friend  of  Romulus  himself,  having 
come  with  him  from  Alba,  Julius  Proculus  by  name,  pre- 
sented himself  in  the  forum ;  and,  taking  a  most  sacred 
oath,  protested  before  them  all,  that,  as  he  was  travelling 
on  the  road,  he  had  seen  Romulus  coming  to  meet  him, 
looking  taller  and  comelier  than  ever,  dressed  in  shining 
and  flaming  armor  ;  and  he,  being  affrighted  at  the  appari- 
tion, said,  "Why,  O  king,  or  for  what  purpose  have  you 
abandoned  us  to  unjust  and  wicked  surmises,  and  the  whole 
city  to  bereavement  and  endless  sorrow  ? "  and  that  he 
made  answer,  "  It  pleased  the  gods,  O  Proculus,  that  we, 
who  came  from  them,  should  remain  so  long  a  time  amongst 
men  as  we  did ;  and,  having  built  a  city  to  be  the  greatest 
in  the  world  for  empire  and  glory,  should  again  return  to 
heaven.  But  farewell ;  and  tell  the  Romans,  that,  by  the 
exercise  of  temperance  and  fortitude,  they  shall  attain  the 
height  of  human  power ;  we  will  be  to  you  the  propitious 
god  Quirinus."  This  seemed  credible  to  the  Romans,  upon 
the  honesty  and  oath  of  the  relater,  and  indeed,  too,  there 
mingled  with  it  a  certain  divine  passion,  some  preternatural 
mfluence  similar  to  possession  by  a  divinity ;  nobody  coB' 
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tradicted  it,  but,  laying  aside  all  jealousies  and  detractions, 
they  prayed  to  Quirinus  and  saluted  him  as  a  god. 

This  is  like  some  of  the  Greek  fables  of  Aristeas  the  Pro- 
connesian,  and  Cleomedes  the  Astypalgean ;  for  they  say 
Aristeas  died  in  a  fuller's  workshop,  and  his  friends  com- 
ing to  look  for  him,  found  his  body  vanished ;  and  that 
some  presently  after,  coming  from  abroad,  said  they  met 
him  travelling  towards  Croton.  And  that  Cleomedes,  being 
an  extraordinarily  strong  and  gigantic  man,  but  also  wild 
and  mad,  committed  many  desperate  freaks ;  and  at  last, 
in  a  school-house,  striking  a  pillar  that  sustained  the  roof 
with  his  fist,  broke  it  in  the  middle,  so  that  the  house  fell 
and  destroyed  the  children  in  it;  and  being  pursued,  he 
fled  into  a  great  chest,  and,  shutting  to  the  lid,  held  it  so 
fast,  that  many  men,  with  their  united  strength,  could  not 
force  it  open  ;  afterwards,  breaking  the  chest  to  pieces, 
they  found  no  man  in  it  alive  or  dead ;  in  astonishment  at 
which,  they  sent  to  consult  the  oracle  at  Delphi ;  to  whom 
the  prophetess  made  this  answer, — 

Of  all  the  heroes,  Cleomedes  is  last. 

They  say,  too,  the  body  of  Alcmena,  as  they  were  carrying 
her  to  her  grave,  vanished,  and  a  stone  was  found  lying  on 
the  bier.  And  many  such  improbabilities  do  your  fabulous 
writers  relate,  deifying  creatures  naturally  mortal  ;  for 
though  altogether  to  disown  a  divine  nature  in  human  vir- 
tue were  impious  and  base,  so  again,  to  mix  heaven  with 
earth  is  ridiculous.    Let  us  believe  with  Pindar,  that 

All  human  bodies  yield  to  Death's  decree. 
The  soul  survives  to  all  eternity. 

For  that  alone  is  derived  from  the  gods,  thence  comes,  and 
thither  returns ;  not  with  the  body,  but  when  most  disen- 
gaged and  separated  from  it,  and  when  most  entirely  pure 
and  clean  and  free  from  the  flesh :  for  the  most  perfect 
soul,  says  Heraclitus,  is  a  dry  light,  which  flies  out  of  the 
body  as  lightning  breaks  from  a  cloud  j  but  that  which  is 
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clogged  and  surfeited  with  body  is  like  gross  and  humid 
incense,  slow  to  kindle  and  ascend.  We  must  not,  there- 
fore,  contrary  to  nature,  send  the  bodies,  too,  of  good  men 
to  heaven ;  but  we  must  really  believe  that,  according  to 
their  divine  nature  and  law,  their  virtue  and  their  souls 
are  translated  out  of  men  into  heroes,  out  of  heroes  into 
demi-gods,  out  of  denii-gods,  after  passing,  as  in  the  rite  of 
initiation,  through  a  final  cleansing  and  sanctification,  and 
so  freeing  themselves  from  all  that  pertains  to  mortality 
and  sense,  are  thus,  not  by  human  decree,  but  really  and 
according  to  right  reason,  elevated  into  gods  admitted  thus 
to  the  greatest  and  most  blessed  perfection. 

Romulus's  surname  Quiriims,  some  say,  is  equivalent  to 
Mars ;  others,  that  he  was  so  called  because  the  citizens 
were  called  Quirites ;  others,  because  the  ancients  called 
a  dart  or  spear  Quiris ;  thus,  the  statue  of  Juno  resting 
on  a  spear  is  called  Quiritis,  and  the  dart  in  the  Regia  is 
addressed  as  Mars,  and  those  that  were  distinguished  in 
war  were  usually  presented  with  a  dart ;  that,  therefore, 
Romulus  being  a  martial  god,  or  a  god  of  darts,  was  cahed 
Quirinus.  A  temple  is  certainly  built  to  his  honor  on  the 
mount  called  from  him  Quirinalis. 

The  day  he  vanished  on  is  called  the  Flight  of  the  People 
and  the  Nones  of  the  Goats,  because  they  go  then  out  of  the 
city  and  sacrifice  at  the  Goat's  Marsh,  and,  as  they  go,  they 
shout  out  some  of  the  Roman  names,  as  Marcus,  Lucius, 
Caius,  imitating  the  way  in  which  they  then  fled  and  called 
upon  one  another  in  that  fright  and  hurry.  Some,  how- 
ever, say  this  was  not  in  imitation  of  a  flight,  but  of  a  quick 
and  hasty  onset,  referring  it  to  the  following  occasion: 
After  the  Gauls  who  had  taken  Rome  were  driven  out  by 
Camillus,  and  the  city  was  scarcely  as  yet  recovering  her 
strength,  many  of  the  Latins,  under  the  command  of  Livius 
Pustumius,  took  this  time  to  march  against  her.  Postumius, 
halting  not  far  from  Rome,  sent  a  herald,  signifying  that 
the  Latins  were  desirous  to  renew  their  former  alliance  and 
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iffinity  (that  was  now  almost  decayed)  by  contracting  new 
narriages  between  both  nations  ;  if,  therefore,  they  would 
;end  forth  a  good  number  of  their  virgins  and  widows, 
hey  should  have  peace  and  friendship,  such  as  the  Sabines 
lad  formerly  had  on  the  like  conditions.  The  Romans, 
tearing  this,  dreaded  a  war,  yet  thought  a  surrender  of 
heir  women  little  better  than  mere  captivity.  Being  in 
his  doubt,  a  servant-maid  called  Philotis  (or,  as  some  say, 
Putola)  advised  them  to  do  neither,  but,  by  a  stratagem, 
ivoid  both  fighting  and  the  giving  up  of  such  pledges. 
The  stratagem  was  this,  that  they  should  send  herself,  with 
)ther  well-looking  servant-maids,  to  the  enemy,  in  the 
Iress  of  free-born  virgins,  and  she  should  in  the  night 
ight  up  a  fire  signal,  at  which  the  Romans  should  come 
Lrmed  and  surprise  them  asleep.  The  Latins  were  thus  de- 
seived,  and  accordingly  Philotis  set  up  a  torch  in  a  wild  Ag- 
ree, screening  it  behind  with  curtains  and  coverlets  from 
he  sight  of  the  enemy,  while  visible  to  the  Romans.  They, 
vhsn  they  saw  it,  eagerly  ran  out  of  the  gates,  calling  in 
heir  haste  to  each  other  as  they  went  out,  and  so,  falling  in 
inexpectedly  upon  the  enemy,  they  defeated  them,  and 
ipon  that  made  a  feast  of  triumph,  called  the  Nones  of  the 
jroats,  because  of  the  wild  fig-tree,  called  by  the  Romans 
Japrificus,  or  the  goat-fig.  They  feast  the  women  without 
he  city  in  arbors  made  of  fig-tree  boughs,  and  the  maid- 
lervants  gather  together  and  run  about  playing ;  afterwards 
bey  fight  in  sport,  and  throw  stones  one  at  another,  in 
nemory  that  they  then  aided  and  assisted  the  Roman  men 
n  fight.  This  only  a  few  authors  admit  for  true;  for  the 
sailing  upon  one  another's  names  by  day  and  the  going  out 
.0  the  Goat's  Marsh  to  do  sacrifice  seem  to  agree  more  with 
,he  former  story,  unless,  indeed,  we  shall  say  that  both  the 
letions  might  have  happened  on  the  same  day  in  different 
rears.  It  was  in  the  fifty-fourth  year  of  his  age  and  the 
ihirty-eighth  of  his  reign  that  Romulus,  they  tell  us,  left 
;he  world. 
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COMPARISON  OF  ROMULUS  WITH  THESEUS 

This  is  what  I  have  learnt  of  Koraulus  and  Theseus, 
worthy  of  memory.  It  seems,  first  of  all,  that  Theseus, 
out  of  his  own  free-will,  without  any  compulsion,  when  he 
might  have  reigned  in  security  at  Troezen  in  the  enjoyment 
of  no  inglorious  empire,  of  his  own  motion  affected  great 
actions,  whereas  the  other,  to  escape  present  servitude  and 
a  punishment  that  threatened  him  (according  to  Plato's 
phrase),  grew  valiant  purely  out  of  fear,  and  dreading  the 
extremest  inflictions,  attempted  great  enterprises  out  of 
mere  necessity.  Again,  his  greatest  action  was  only  the 
killing  of  one  king  of  Alba  ;  while,  as  mere  by-adventures 
and  preludes,  the  other  can  name  Sciron,  Sinnis,  Procrustes, 
and  Corynetes«,  by  reducing  and  killing  of  whom,  he  rid 
Greece  of  terrible  oppressors,  before  any  of  them  that  were 
relieved  knew  who  did  it ;  moreover,  he  might  without  any 
trouble  as  well  have  gone  to  Athens  by  sea,  considering  he 
himself  never  was  in  the  least  injured  by  those  robbers; 
whereas  Romulus  could  not  but  be  in  trouble  whilst 
Amulius  lived.  Add  to  this,  the  fact  that  Theseus,  for  no 
wrong  done  to  himself,  but  for  the  sake  of  others,  fell  upon 
these  villains ;  but  Romulus  and  Remus,  as  long  as  they 
themselves  suffered  no  ill  by  the  tyrant,  permitted  him  to 
oppress  all  others.  And  if  it  be  a  great  thing  to  have  been 
wounded  in  battle  by  the  Sabines,  to  have  killed  king 
Acron,  and  to  have  conquered  many  enemies,  we  may 
oppose  to  these  actions  the  battle  with  the  Centaurs  and 
the  feats  done  against  the  Amazons.  IJut  what  Theseus 
adventured,  in  ottering  himself  voluntarily  with  young  boys 
and  virgins,  as  part  of  the  tribute  unto  Crete,  either  to  be 
a  prey  to  a  monster  or  a  victim  upon  the  tomb  of  Androgeu% 
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or,  according  to  the  mildest  form  of  the  story,  to  live  vilely 
and  dishonorably  in  slavery  to  insulting  and  cruel  men  ;  ifc 
is  not  to  be  expressed  what  an  act  of  courage,  magnanimity, 
or  justice  to  the  public,  or  of  love  for  honor  and  bravery, 
that  was.  So  that  methinks  the  philosophers  did  not  ill 
define  love  to  be  the  provision  of  the  gods  for  the  care  and 
preservation  of  the  young ;  for  the  love  of  Ariadne,  above 
all,  seems  to  have  been  the  proper  work  and  design  of  some 
god  in  order  to  preserve  Theseus ;  and,  indeed,  we  ought 
not  to  blame  her  for  loving  him,  but  rather  wonder  all  mer 
and  women  were  not  alike  affected  towards  him  ;  and  if  she 
alone  were  so,  truly  I  dare  pronounce  her  worthy  of  the 
love  of  a  god,  who  was  herself  so  great  a  lover  of  virtue 
and  goodness,  and  the  bravest  man. 

Both  Theseus  and  Romulus  were  by  nature  meant  for 
governors ;  yet  neither  lived  up  to  the  true  character  of  a 
king,  but  fell  off,  and  ran,  the  one  into  popularity,  the  other 
into  tyranny,  falling  both  into  the  same  fault  out  of  dif- 
ferent passions.  For  a  ruler's  first  end  is  to  maintain  his 
office,  which  is  done  no  less  by  avoiding  what  is  unfit  than 
by  observing  what  is  suitable.  Whoever  is  either  too  re- 
miss or  too  strict  is  no  more  a  king  or  a  governor,  but 
either  a  demagogue  or  a  despot,  and  so  becomes  either 
odious  or  contemptible  to  his  subjects.  Though  certainly 
the  one  seems  to  be  the  fault  of  easiness  and  good-nature, 
the  other  of  pride  and  severity. 

If  men's  calamities,  again,  are  not  to  be  wholly  imputed 
to  fortune,  but  refer  themselves  to  differences  of  character, 
who  will  acquit  either  Theseus  of  rash  and  unreasonable 
anger  against  his  son,  or  Romulus  against  his  brother  ? 
Looking  at  motives,  we  more  easily  excuse  the  anger  which 
a  stronger  cause,  like  a  severer  blow,  provoked.  Romulus, 
having  disagreed  with  his  brother  advisedly  and  deliber- 
ately on  public  matters,  one  would  think  could  not  on  a 
sudden  have  been  put  into  so  great  a  passion;  but  lova 
and  jealousy  and  the  complaints  of  his  wife,  which  few 
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men  can  avoid  being  moved  by,  seduced  Theseus  to  com- 
mit that  outrage  upon  his  son.  And  what  is  more,  Romu- 
lus, in  his  anger,  committed  an  act  inn  of  unfortunate  con- 
sequence ;  but  that  of  Theseus  ended  only  in  words,  some 
evil  speaking,  and  an  old  man's  curse;  the  rest  of  the 
youth's  disasters  seem  to  have  proceeded  from  fortune ;  so 
that,  so  far,  a  man  would  give  his  vote  on  Theseus's  part. 

But  Eomulus  has,  first  of  all,  one  great  plea,  that  his 
performances  proceeded  from  very  small  beginnings;  for 
both  the  brothers  being  thought  servants  and  the  sons  of 
swine-herds  before  becoming  freemen  themselves,  gave 
liberty  to  almost  all  the  Latins,  obtaining  at  once  all  the 
most  honorable  titles,  as  destroyers  of  their  country's 
enemies,  preservers  of  their  friends  and  kindred,  princes  of 
the  people,  founders  of  cities,  not  removers,  like  Theseus, 
who  raised  and  compiled  only  one  house  out  of  many,  de- 
molishing many  cities  bearing  the  names  of  ancient  kings 
and  heroes.  Romulus,  indeed,  did  the  same  afterwards, 
forcing  his  enemies  to  deface  and  ruin  their  own  dwellings, 
and  to  sojourn  with  their  conquerors  ;  but  at  first,  not  by 
removal,  or  increase  of  an  existing  city,  but  by  foundation 
of  a  new  one,  he  obtained  himself  lands,  a  country,  a  king- 
dom, wives,  children,  and  relations.  And,  in  so  doing,  he 
killed  or  destroyed  nobody,  but  benefited  those  that  wanted 
houses  and  homes  and  were  willing  to  be  of  a  society  and 
become  citizens.  Robbers  and  malefactors  he  slew  not- 
but  he  subdued  nations,  he  overthrew  cities,  he  triumphed 
over  kings  and  commanders.  As  to  Remus,  it  is  doubtful 
by  whose  hand  he  fell ;  it  is  generally  imputed  to  others. 
His  mother  he  clearly  retrieved  from  death,  and  placed  his 
grandfather,  who  was  brought  under  base  and  dishonorable 
vassalage,  on  the  ancient  throne  of  ^neas,  to  whom  ha 
did  voluntarily  many  good  ofiBces,  but  never  did  him  harm 
even  inadvertently.  But  Theseus,  in  his  forgetfulness  and 
neglect  of  the  command  concerning  the  flag,  can  scarcely, 
methinks,  by  any  excuses,  or  before  the  most  indulgent 
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adges,  avoid  the  imputation  of  parricide.  And,  indeed, 
ne  of  the  Attic  writers,  perceiving  it  to  be  very  hard  to 
aake  an  excuse  for  this,  feigns  that  ^geus,  at  the  ap- 
iroach  of  the  ship,  running  hastily  to  the  Acropolis  to  see 
irhat  news,  slipped  and  fell  down,  as  if  he  had  no  servants, 
r  none  would  attend  him  on  his  way  to  the  shore. 
And,  indeed,  the  faults  committed  in  the  rapes  of  women 
drait  of  no  plausible  excuse  in  Theseus.  First,  because 
f  the  often  repetition  of  the  crime ;  for  he  stole  Ariadne, 
^ntiope,  Anaxo  the  Troezenian,  at  last  Helen,  when  he  was 
n  old  man,  and  she  not  marriageable ;  she  a  child,  and  he 
t  an  age  past  even  lawful  wedlock.  Then,  on  account  of 
he  cause ;  for  the  Troezenian,  Lacedaemonian,  and  Ama- 
onian  virgins,  beside  that  they  were  not  betrothed  to  him, 
?ere  not  worthier  to  raise  children  by  than  the  Athenian 
romen,  derived  from  Erechtheus  and  Cecrops  ;  but  it  is  ta 
e  suspected  these  things  were  done  out  of  wantonness  and 
jst.  Romulus,  when  he  had  taken  near  eight  hundred 
romen,  chose  not  all,  but  only  Hersillia,  as  they  say,  for 
imself  ;  the  rest  he  divided  among  the  chief  of  the  city ; 
nd  afterwards,  by  the  respect  and  tenderness  and  justice 
hown  towards  them,  he  made  it  clear  that  this  violence 
nd  injury  was  a  commendable  and  politic  exploit  to  es- 
ablish  a  society ;  by  which  he  intermixed  and  united  both 
ations,  and  made  it  the  fountain  of  after  friendship  and 
ublic  stability.  And  to  the  reverence  and  love  and  con- 
tancy  he  established  in  matrimony,  time  can  witness,  for 
1  two  hundred  and  thirty  years,  neither  any  husband 
eserted  his  wife,  nor  any  wife  her  husband ;  but,  as  the 
urious  among  the  Greeks  can  name  the  first  case  of  par- 
Lcide  or  matricide,  so  the  Romans  all  well  know  that 
purius  Carvilius  was  the  first  who  put  away  his  wife, 
ccusing  her  of  barrenness.  The  immediate  results  were 
imilar ;  for  upon  those  marriages  the  two  princes  shared 
1  the  dominion,  and  both  nations  fell  under  the  same 
overnment.   But  from  the  marriages  of  Theseus  proceeded 
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nothing  of  friendship  or  correspondence  for  the  advantage 
of  commerce,  but  enmities  and  wars  and  the  slaughter  of 
citizens,  and,  at  last,  the  loss  of  the  city  Aphidnse,  when 
only  out  of  the  compassion  of  the  enemy,  whom  they 
entreated  and  caressed  like  gods,  they  escaped  suffering 
what  Troy  did  by  Paris.  Theseus's  mother,  however,  was 
not  only  in  danger,  but  suffered  actually  what  Hecuba  did, 
deserted  and  neglected  by  her  son,  unless  her  captivity  be 
not  a  fiction,  as  I  could  wish  both  that  and  other  things 
were.  The  circumstances  of  the  divine  intervention,  said 
to  have  preceded  or  accompanied  their  births,  are  also  in 
contrast ;  for  Romulus  was  preserved  by  the  special  favor 
of  the  gods  ;  but  the  oracle  given  to  ^geus  commanding 
him  to  abstain,  seems  to  demonstrate  that  the  birth  of 
Theseus  was  not  agreeable  to  the  will  of  the  gods. 


LYCURGUS. 

There  is  so  much  uncertainty  in  the  accounts  which  his. 
torians  have  left  us  of  Lycurgus,  the  lawgiver  of  Sparbi, 
that  scarcely  anything  is  asserted  by  one  of  them  which  is 
not  called  into  question  or  contradicted  by  the  rest.  Their 
sentiments  are  quite  different  as  to  the  family  he  came  of, 
the  voyages  he  undertook,  the  place  and  manner  of  his 
death,  but  most  of  all  when  they  speak  of  the  laws  he  made 
and  the  commonwealth  which  he  founded.  They  cannot, 
by  any  means,  be  brought  to  an  agreement  as  to  the  very 
age  in  which  he  lived;  for  some  of  them  say  that  ha 
flourished  in  the  time  of  Iphitus,  and  that  they  two  jointly 
contrived  the  ordinance  for  the  cessation  of  arms  during 
the  solemnity  of  the  Olympic  games.  Of  this  opinion  was 
Aristotle  ;  and  for  confirmation  of  it,  he  alleges  an  inscrip- 
tion upon  one  of  the  copper  quoits  used  in  those  sports, 
upon  which  the  name  of  Lycurgus  continued  uneffac<id  to 
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his  time.  But  Eratosthenes  and  Apollodorus  and  other 
chronologers,  computing  the  time  by  the  successions  of  the 
Spartan  kings,  pretend  to  demonstrate  that  he  was  much 
more  ancient  than  the  institution  of  the  Olympic  games. 
Timaeus  conjectures  that  there  were  two  of  this  name,  and  in 
diverse  times,  but  that  the  one  of  them  being  much  more 
famous  than  the  otlier,  men  gave  to  him  tlie  glory  of  the  ex- 
ploits of  both;  the  elder  of  the  two,  according  to  him,  was 
not  long  after  Homer ;  and  some  are  so  particular  as  to  say 
that  he  had  seen  him.  But  that  he  was  of  great  antiquity 
may  be  gathered  from  a  passage  in  Xenophon,  where  he 
makes  him  contemporary  with  the  Heraclidse.  By  descent, 
indeed,  the  very  last  kings  of  Sparta  were  Ileraclidse  too  ; 
but  he  seems  in  that  place  to  speak  of  the  first  and  more 
immediate  successors  of  Hercules.  But  not\\  ithstanding 
this  confusion  and  obscurity,  we  shall  endeavor  to  compose 
the  history  of  his  life,  adhering  to  those  statements  which 
are  least  contradicted,  and  depending  upon  those  authors 
who  are  most  worthy  of  credit. 

The  poet  Simonides  will  have  it  that  Lycurgus  was  the 
son  of  Prytanis,  and  not  of  Eunomus  ;  but  in  this  opinion 
he  is  singular,  for  all  the  rest  deduce  the  genealogy  of  them 
both  as  follows  : — 

Aristodemu3. 
Patrocles. 

Sails. 
Eurypon. 
Eunomiis. 


Polydectes  by  his  Lycurgus  by  Dionassa 

first  wife.  his  second. 

Dieuchidas  says  he  was  the  sixth  from  Patrocles  and  the 
eleventh  from  Hercules.  Be  this  as  it  will,  Soils  certainly 
was  the  most  renowned  of  all  his  ancestors,  under  whose 
conduct  the  Spartans  made  slaves  of  the  Helots,  and  added 
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to  their  dominions,  by  conquest,  a  good  part  of  Arcadia 
There  goes  a  s  tory  of  this  king  SoUs,  that,  l)eing  besieged 
by  the  Clitorians  in  a  dry  and  stony  phice  so  that  he  could 
come  at  no  w;tter,  lie  was  at  last  constrained  to  agree  with 
them  upon  these  terms,  that  he  would  restore  to  them  all 
his  conquests,  provided  that  himself  and  all  his  men  should 
drink  of  the  nearest  spring.  After  the  usual  oaths  and 
ratifications,  he  called  his  soldiers  together,  and  offered  to 
him  that  would  forbear  drinking  his  kingdom  for  a  reward; 
and  when  not  a  man  of  them  was  able  to  forbear,  in  short, 
when  they  had  all  drunk  their  fill,  at  last  comes  king  Softs 
himself  to  the  spring,  and,  having  sprinkled  his  face  only, 
without  swallowing  one  drop,  marches  off  in  the  face  of 
his  enemies,  refusing  to  yield  up  his  conquests,  because 
himself  and  all  his  men  had  not,  according  to  the  articles, 
drunk  of  their  water. 

Although  he  was  justly  had  in  admiration  on  this  ac- 
count, yet  his  family  was  not  surnamedfrom  him,  but  from 
his  son  Eurypon  (of  whom  they  were  called  Eurypontids); 
the  reason  of  which  was  that  Eurypon  relaxed  the  rigor  of 
the  monarchy,  seeking  favor  and  popularity  with  the 
many.  They,  after  this  first  step,  grew  bolder ;  and  the 
succeeding  kings  partly  incurred  hatred  with  their  people 
by  trying  to  use  force,  or,  for  popularity's  sake  and  through 
weakness,  gave  way  ;  and  anarchy  and  confusion  long  pre- 
vailed in  Sparta,  causing,  moreover,  the  death  of  the  father 
of  Lycurgus.  For  as  he  was  endeavoring  to  quell  a  riot, 
he  was  stabbed  with  a  butcher's  knife,  and  left  the  title  of 
king  to  his  eldest  son,  Polydectes. 

He,  too,  dying  soon  after,  the  right  of  succession  (as  every 
one  thought)  rested  in  Lycurgus;  and  reign  he  did,  until 
it  was  found  that  the  queen,  his  sister-in-law,  was  with 
child;  upon  which  he  immediately  declared  that  the  king- 
dom belonged  to  her  issue,  provided  it  were  male,  and  that 
he  himself  exercised  the  regal  jurisdiction  only  as  his  guard- 
ian; the  Spartan  name  for  which  office  is  pnjc/icits.  ISonii 
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after,  an  overture  was  made  to  him  by  the  queen,  that  she 
would  herself  in  some  way  destroy  the  infant,  upon  condi- 
tion that  he  would  marry  her  when  he  came  to  the  crown. 
Abhorring  the  woman's  wickedness,  he  nevertheless  did 
not  reject  her  proposal,  but  making  show  of  closing  with 
her,  despatched  the  messenger  with  thanks  and  expressions 
of  joy,  but  dissuaded  her  earnestly  from  procuring  herself 
to  miscarry,  which  would  impair  her  health,  if  not  endanger 
her  life ;  he  himself,  he  said,  would  see  to  it,  that  the  child, 
as  soon  as  born,  should  be  taken  out  of  the  way.  By  such 
artifices  having  drawn  on  the  woman  to  the  time  of  her 
lying-in,  as  soon  as  he  heard  that  she  was  in  labor,  he  sent 
persons  to  be  by  and  observe  all  that  passed,  with  orders 
that  if  it  were  a  girl  they  should  deliver  it  to  the  women, 
but  if  a  boy,  should  bring  it  to  him  wheresoever  he  were, 
and  whatsoever  doing.  It  so  fell  out  that  when  he  was  at 
supper  with  the  principal  magistrates  the  queen  was 
brought  to  bed  of  a  boy,  who  was  soon  after  presented  to 
him  as  he  was  at  the  table  ;  he,  taking  him  into  his  arms, 
said  to  those  about  him,  "  Men  of  Sparta,  here  is  a  king 
born  unto  us  ; "  this  said,  he  laid  him  down  in  the  king's 
place,  and  named  him  Charilaus,  that  is,  the  joy  of  the  peo 
pie ;  because  that  all  were  transported  with  joy  and  with 
wonder  at  his  noble  and  just  spirit.  His  reign  had  lasted 
only  eight  months,  but  he  was  honored  on  other  accounts 
by  the  citizens,  and  there  were  more  who  obeyed  him 
because  of  his  eminent  virtues,  than  because  he  was  regent 
to  the  king  and  had  the  royal  power  in  his  hands.  Some, 
however,  envied  and  sought  to  impede  his  growing  influence 
while  he  was  still  young ;  chiefly  the  kindred  and  friends 
of  the  queen-mother,  who  pretended  to  have  been  dealt 
with  injuriously.  Her  brother  Leonidas,  in  a  warm  debate 
which  fell  out  betwixt  him  aud  Lycurgus,  went  so  far  as 
to  veil  him  to  his  face  that  he  was  well  assured  that  ere 
long  he  should  see  him  king  ;  suggesting  suspicions  and 
preparing  the  way  for  an  accusation  of  him,  as  though  he 
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had  made  away  with  his  nephew,  if  the  child  should  chance 
o  fail,  though  hy  a  natural  death.  Words  of  the  like 
import  were  designedly  cast  abroad  by  the  queen-mother 
and  her  adherents. 

Troubled  at  this,  and  not  knowing  what  it  might  come  to, 
he  thought  it  his  wisest  course  to  avoid  their  envy  by  a 
voluntary  exile,  and  to  travel  from  place  to  place  until  his 
nephew  came  to  marriageable  years,  and,  by  having  a  son, 
had  secured  the  succession  ;  setting  sail,  therefore,  with  this 
resolution,  he  first  arrived  at  Crete,  where,  having  con- 
sidered their  several  forms  of  government,  and  got  an 
acquaintance  with  the  principal  men  among  them,  some  of 
their  laws  he  very  much  approved  of,  and  resolved  to  make 
use  of  them  in  his  own  country ;  a  good  part  he  rejected  as 
useless.  Among  the  persons  there  the  most  renowned  for 
their  learning  and  their  wisdom  in  state  matters  was  one 
Thales,  whom  Lycurgus,  by  importunities  and  assurances 
of  friendship,  persuaded  to  go  over  to  Lacedsemon ;  where, 
though  by  his  outward  appearance  and  his  own  profession 
he  seemed  to  be  no  other  than  a  lyric  poet,  in  reality  he 
performed  the  part  of  one  of  the  ablest  law-givers  in  the 
world.  The  very  songs  which  he  composed  were  exhorta- 
tions to  obedience  and  concord,  and  the  very  measure  and 
cadence  of  the  verse,  conveying  impressions  of  order  and 
tranquillity,  had  so  great  an  influence  on  the  minds  of  the 
listeners,  that  they  were  insensibly  softened  and  civihzed, 
insomuch  that  they  renounced  their  private  feuds  and 
animosities,  and  wei-e  reunited  in  common  admiration  of 
virtue.  So  that  it  may  truly  be  said  that  Thales  prepared, 
the  way  for  the  discipline  introduced  by  Lycurgus. 

From  Crete  he  sailed  to  Asia,  with  design,  as  is  said,  to 
^xamine  the  deference  betwixt  the  manners  and  rules  of  life 
jt  the  Cretans,  which  were  very  sober  and  temperate,  and 
those  of  the  lonians,  a  people  of  sumptuous  and  delicate 
habits,  and  so  to  form  a  judgment ;  just  as  physicians  do 
by  comparing  healthy  and  diseased  bodies.    Here  he  ha^ 
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he  first  sight  of  Homer's  works,  in  the  hands,  we  may 
uppose,  of  the  posterity  of  Creophylus  ;  and,  having  ob- 
erved  that  the  few  loose  expressions  and  actions  of  ill 
xample  which  are  to  be  found  in  his  poems  were  much 
utweighed  by  serious  lessons  of  state  and  rules  of  moral- 
ty,  he  set  himself  eagerly  to  transcribe  and  digest  them 
iito  order,  as  thinking  they  would  be  of  good  use  in  his 
wn  country.  They  had,  indeed,  already  obtained  some 
light  repute  among  the  Greeks,  and  scattered  portions,  as 
hance  conveyed  them,  were  in  the  hands  of  individuals; 
lut  Lycurgus  first  made  them  really  known. 

The  Egyptians  say  that  he  took  a  voyage  into  Egypt,  and 
bat,  being  much  taken  with  their  way  of  separating  the 
oldi-ery  from  the  rest  of  the  nation,  he  transferred  it  from 
hem  to  Sparta,  a  removal  from  contact  with  those  employed 
1  low  and  mechanical  occupations  giving  high  refinement 
nd  beauty  to  the  state.  Some  Greek  writers  also  record 
tiis.  But  as  for  his  voyages  into  Spain,  Africa,  and  the 
ndies,  and  his  conferences  there  with  the  Gymnosophists, 
he  whole  relation,  as  far  as  I  can  find,  rests  on  the 
ingle  credit  of  the  Spartan  Aristocrates,  the  son  of  Hip- 
archus. 

Lycurgus  was  much  missed  at  Sparta,  and  often  sent 
Dr,  "  for  kings  indeed  we  have,"  they  said,  "  who  wear  the 
larks  and  assume  the  titles  of  royalty,  but  as  for  the 
ualities  of  their  minds,  they  have  nothing  by  which  they 
re  to  be  distinguished  from  their  subjects  ;  "  adding,  that 
1  him  alone  was  the  true  foundation  of  sovereignty  to  be 
een,  a  nature  made  to  rule,  and  a  genius  to  gain  obedience, 
for  were  the  kings  themselves  averse  to  see  him  back,  for 
hey  looked  upon  his  presence  as  a  bulwark  against  the 
Qsolence  of  the  people. 

Things  being  in  this  posture  at  his  return,  he  applied 
limself,  without  loss  of  time,  to  a  thorough  reformation, 
nd  resolved  to  change  the  whole  face  of  the  common- 
wealth ;  for  what  could  a  few  particular  laws  and  a  partial 
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alteration  avail  ?    He  must  act  us  A\  ise  physicians  do,  in 
the  case  of  one  wlio  lahors  under  a  coiuplicatiuu  of  diseases, 
by  force  of  medicines  reduce  and  exliaust  him,  change  his 
whole  temperament,  and  then  set  him  upon  a  totally  new 
regimen  of  diet.    Having  thus  projected  things,  away  be 
goes  to  Delphi  to  consult  Apollo  there ;  which  having  done, 
and  offered  his  sacrifice,  he  returned  with  that  renowned 
oracle,  in  which  he  is  called  beloved  of  God,  and  rather  God 
than  man  ;  that  his  prayers  were  heard,  that  his  laws 
should  be  the  best,  and  the  commonwealth  which  observed 
them  the  most  famous  in  the  world.    Encouraged  by 
these  things  he  set  himself  to  bring  over  to  his  side  the 
leading  men  of  Sparta,  exhorting  them  to  give  him  a 
helping  hand  in  his  great  undertaking ;  he  broke  it  first 
to  his  particular  friends,  and  then  by  degrees  gained 
others,  and  animated  them  all  to  put  his  design  in  execu- 
tion.    When  things  were  ripe  for  action,  he  gave  orders 
to  thirty  of  the  principal  men  of  Sparta  to  be  ready 
armed  at  the  market-place  by  break  of  day,  to  the  end 
that  he  might  strike  a  terror  into  the  opposite  party.  Her- 
mippus  hath  set  down  the  names  of  twenty  of  the  most 
eminent  of  them ;  but  the  name  of  him  whom  Lycurgus 
most  confided  in,  and  who  was  of  most  use  to  him,  both 
in  making  his  laws  and  putting  them  in  execution,  was 
Arthmiadas.    Things  growing  to  a  tumult,  king  Chari- 
laus,  apprehending  that  it  was  a  conspiracy  against  his 
person,  took  sanctuary  in  the  temple  of  Minerva  of  tlie 
Brazen  House;  but,  being  soon  after  undeceived,  and 
having  taken  an  oath  of  them  that  they  had  no  designs 
against  him,  he  quitted  his  refuge,  and  himself  also  entered 
into  the  confederacy  with  them  ;  of  so  gentle  and  flexible 
a  disposition  he  was,  to  which  Archelaus,  his  brother-king, 
alluded,  when,  hearing  him  extolled  for  his  goodness,  he 
said,  "  Who  can  say  he  is  anything  but  good  ?  he  is  so  even 
to  the  bad." 

Amongst  the  many  changes  and  alterations  which  Lycur 
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Tis  made,  the  first  and  of  greatest  importance  was  the 
stablishment  of  the  senate,  which,  having  a  power  equal 
0  tlie  king  in  matters  of  great  consequence,  and,  as  Plato 
xpresses  it,  allaying  and  qualifying  the  fiery  genius  of  the 
oyal  office,  gave  steadiness  and  safety  to  the  common- 
?^ealth.  For  the  state,  which  before  had  no  firm  basis  to 
tand  upon,  but  leaned  one  while  towards  an  absolute 
lonarchy,  when  the  kings  had  the  upper  hand,  and  an- 
ther while  towards  a  pure  democracy,  when  the  people 
ad  the  better,  found  in  this  establishment  of  the  senate  a 
entral  weight,  like  ballast  in  a  ship,  which  always  kept 
dings  in  a  just  equilibrium ;  the  twenty-eight  always 
dhering  to  the  kings  so  far  as  to  resist  democracy,  and  on 
tie  other  hand,  supporting  the  people  against  the  establish- 
lent  of  absolute  monarchy.  As  for  the  determinate 
umber  of  twenty-eight,  Aristotle  states,  that  it  so  fell  out 
ecause  two  of  the  original  associates,  for  want  of  courage, 
3II  off  from  the  enterprise ;  but  Sphaerus  assures  us,  that 
iere  were  but  twenty-eight  of  the  confederates  at  first ; 
erhaps  there  is  some  mystery  in  the  number,  which  con- 
ists  of  seven  multiplied  by  four,  and  is  the  first  of  perfect 
umbers  after  six,  being,  as  that  is,  equal  to  all  its  parts, 
'or  my  part,  I  believe  Lycurgus  fixed  upon  the  number  of 
wenty-eight,  that,  the  two  kings  being  reckoned  amongst 
tiem,  they  might  be  thirty  in  all.  So  eagerly  set  was  he 
pon  this  establishment,  that  he  took  the  trouble  to  obtain 
n  oracle  about  it  from  Delphi,  the  Rhetra,  which  runs  thus : 
After  that  you  have  built  a  temple  to  Jupiter  Hellanius, 
nd  to  Minerva  Hellania,  and  after  that  you  have  phyWd 
&e  people  into  phi/les,  and  obe'd  them  into  obes,  you  shall 
stablish  a  council  of  thirty  elders,  the  leaders  included, 
nd  shall,  from  time  to  time,  apellazein  the  people  betwixt 
tabyca  and  Cnacion,  there  propound  and  put  to  the  vote, 
'he  commons  have  the  final  voice  and  decision."  By 
hyles  and  obes  are  meant  the  divisions  of  the  people  ;  by 
he  leaders  the  two  kings ;   apellazein,  referring  to  the 
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Pythian  Apollo,  signifies  to  assemble  ;  Babyca  and  Cnacion 
they  now  call  CEnus  ;  Aristotle  says  Cnacion  is  a  river,  and 
Babyca  a  bridge.  Betwixt  this  Babyca  and  Cnacion,  their 
assemblies  were  held,  for  they  had  no  council-house  or 
building  to  meet  in.  Lycurgus  was  of  opinion  that  orna- 
ments  were  so  far  from  advantaging  them  in  their  counsels, 
that  they  were  rather  an  hindrance,  by  diverting  their 
attention  from  the  business  before  them  to  statues  and 
pictures,  and  roofs  curiously  fretted,  the  usual  embellish, 
ments  of  such  places  amongst  the  other  Greeks.  The 
people  then  being  thus  assembled  in  the  open  air,  it  was 
not  allowed  to  any  one  of  their  order  to  give  his  advice, 
but  only  either  to  ratify  or  reject  what  should  be  pro- 
pounded to  them  by  the  king  or  senate.  But  because  it 
fell  out  afterwards  that  the  people,  by  adding  or  omitting 
words,  distorted  and  perverted  the  sense  of  propositions, 
kings  Polydorus  and  Theopompus  inserted  into  the  Rhetra, 
or  grand  covenant,  the  following  clause  :  "  That  if  the 
people  decide  crookedly  it  should  be  lawful  for  the  elders 
and  leaders  to  dissolve  that  is  to  say,  refuse  ratification, 
and  dismiss  the  people  as  depravers  and  perverters  of 
their  counsel.  It  passed  among  the  people,  by  their  man- 
ageraent,  as  being  equally  authentic  with  the  rest  of  the 
Rhetra,  as  appears  by  these  verses  of  Tyrtseus, — 

These  oracles  they  from  Apollo  heard. 
And  brought  from  Pytho  home  the  perfect  word  ; 
The  heaven-appointed  kings,  who  love  the  land, 
Shall  foremost  in  the  nation's  council  stand  ; 
The  elders  next  to  them  ;  the  commons  last ; 
Let  a  straight  Rhetra  among  all  be  passed. 

Although  Lycurgus  had,  in  this  manner,  used  all  the 
qualifications  possible  in  the  constitution  of  his  common- 
wealth, yet  those  who  succeeded  him  found  the  oligarchical 
element  still  too  strong  and  dominant,  and  to  check  its 
high  temper  and  its  violence,  put,  as  Plato  says,  a  bit  in 
Us  mouth,  which  was  the  power  of  the  ephori,  established 
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m  hundred  and  thirty  years  after  the  death  of  Lycurgus. 
Elatus  and  his  colleagues  were  the  first  who  had  this 
iignity  conferred  upon  them  in  the  reign  of  king  Theo- 
pompus,  who,  when  his  queen  upbraided  him  one  day  that 
tie  would  leave  the  regal  power  to  his  children  less  than  he 
[lad  received  it  from  his  ancestors,  said  in  answer,  "No, 
greater ;  for  it  will  last  longer."  For,  indeed,  their  pre- 
rogative being  thus  reduced  within  reasonable  bounds,  th.^ 
Spartan  kings  were  at  once  freed  from  all  further  jealousies 
md  consequent  danger,  and  never  experienced  the  calami- 
ties of  their  neighbors  at  Messene  and  Argos,  who,  by 
maintaining  their  prerogative  too  strictlv  for  want  of 
jrielding  a  little  to  the  populace,  lost  it  all. 

Indeed,  whosoever  shall  look  at  the  sedition  and  misgov- 
3rnment  which  befell  these  bordering  nations  to  whom 
they  were  as  near  related  in  blood  as  situation,  will  find  in 
them  the  best  reason  to  admire  the  wisdom  and  foresight 
)f  Lycurgus.  For  these  three  states,  in  their  first  rise, 
were  equal,  or,  if  there  were  any  odds,  they  lay  on  the  side 
3f  the  Messenians  and  Argives,  who,  in  the  first  allotment, 
were  thought  to  have  been  luckier  than  the  Spartans  ;  yet 
tvas  their  happiness  of  but  small  continuance,  partly  the 
tyrannical  temper  of  their  kings  and  partly  the  ungovern- 
ibleness  of  the  people  quickly  bringing  upon  them  such 
iisorders,  and  so  complete  an  overthrow  of  all  existing 
nstitutions,  as  clearly  to  show  how  truly  divine  a  blessing 
;he  Spartans  had  had  in  that  wise  law-giver  who  gave 
;heir  government  its  happy  balance  and  temper.  But  of 
:his  I  shall  say  more  in  its  due  place. 

After  the  creation  of  the  thirty  senators,  his  next  task, 
md,  indeed,  the  most  hazardous  he  ever  undertook,  was 
;he  making  a  new  division  of  their  lands.  For  there  was 
m  extreme  inequality  amongst  them,  and  their  state  was 
jverloaded  with  a  multitude  of  indigent  and  necessitous 
3ersons,  while  its  whole  wealth  had  centred  upon  a  very 
iew.    To  the  end,  therefore,  that  he  might  expel  from  the 
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state  arrogance  and  envy,  luxury  and  crime,  and  those  yet 
more  inveterate  diseases  of  want  and  superfluity,  he  ob. 
tained  of  them  to  renounce  their  properties,  and  to  consent 
to  a  new  division  of  the  land,  and  that  they  should  live  all 
together  on  an  equal  footing ;  merit  to  be  their  only  road 
to  eminence,  and  the  disgrace  of  evil,  and  credit  of  worthy 
nets,  their  one  measure  of  difference  between  man  and 
man. 

Upon  their  consent  to  these  proposals,  proceeding  at 
once  to  put  them  into  execution,  he  divided  the  country  ol 
Laconia  in  general  into  thirty  thousand  equal  shares,  and 
the  part  attached  to  the  city  of  Sparta  into  nine  thousand; 
these  he  distributed  among  the  Spartans,  as  he  did  the 
others  to  the  country  citizens.  Some  authors  say  that  he 
made  but  six  thousand  lots  for  the  citizens  of  Sparta,  and 
that  king  Polydorus  added  three  thousand  more.  Others 
say  that  Polydorus  doubled  the  number  Lycurgus  had 
made,  which,  according  to  them,  was  but  four  thousand 
five  hundred.  A  lot  was  so  much  as  to  yield,  one  year 
with  another,  about  seventy  bushels  of  grain  for  the  mas- 
ter of  the  family,  and  twelve  for  his  wife,  with  a  suitable 
proportion  of  oil  and  wine.  And  this  he  thought  sufficient 
to  keep  their  bodies  in  good  health  and  strength ;  super- 
fluities they  were  better  without.  It  is  reported,  that,  as 
he  returned  from  a  journey  shortly  after  the  division  of 
the  lands,  in  harvest  time,  the  ground  being  newly  reaped, 
seeing  the  stacks  all  standing  equal  and  alike,  he  smiled, 
and  said  to  those  about  him,  "Jlethinks  all  Laconia  looks; 
like  one  family  estate  just  divided  among  a  number  oi 
brothers." 

Not  contented  with  this,  he  resolved  to  make  a  divi- 
sion of  their  movables  too,  that  there  might  be  no 
odious  distinotion  or  inequality  left  amongst  them;  but 
finding  that  it  would  be  very  dangerous  to  go  about  it 
openly,  he  took  another  coui'se,  and  defeated  their  avarice 
by  the  following  stratagem :  he  commanded  that  all  gold 
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and  silver  coin  should  be  called  in,  and  that  only  a  sort  of 
money  made  of  iron  should  be  current,  a  great  weiglit  and 
quantity  of  which  was  very  little  worth  ;  so  that  to  lay  up 
twenty  or  thirty  pounds  there  was  required  a  pretty  large 
closet,  and,  to  remove  it,  nothing  less  than  a  yoke  of  oxen. 
With  the  diffusion  of  this  money,  at  once  a  number  of  vices 
were  banished  from  Lacedsemon ;  for  Avho  would  rob  an- 
other of  such  a  coin?  Who  would  unjustly  detain  or  take 
by  force,  or  accept  as  a  bribe,  a  thing  whicli  it  was  not 
easy  to  hide,  nor  a  credit  to  have,  nor  indeed  of  any  use  to 
cut  in  pieces  ?  For  when  it  was  just  red  hot,  they  quenched 
it  in  vinegar,  and  by  that  means  spoilt  it,  and  made  it 
almost  incapable  of  being  worked. 

In  the  next  place,  he  declared  an  outlawry  of  all  need- 
less and  superfluous  arts  ;  but  here  he  might  almost  have 
spared  his  proclamation  ;  for  they  of  themselves  would  have 
gone  after  the  gold  and  silver,  the  money  which  remained 
being  not  so  proper  payment  for  curious  work ;  for,  being 
of  iron,  it  was  scarcely  portable,  neither,  if  they  should  take 
the  means  to  export  it,  would  it  pass  amongst  the  other 
Greeks,  who  ridiculed  it.  So  there  was  now  no  more  means 
of  purchasing  foreign  goods  and  small  wares  ;  merchants 
sent  no  shiploads  into  Laconian  ports  ;  no  rhetoric-master, 
no  itinerant  fortune-teller,  no  harlot-monger,  or  gold  or 
silversmith,  engraver,  or  jeweller,  set  foot  in  a  country 
which  had  no  money ;  so  that  luxury,  deprived  little  by 
little  of  that  which  fed  and  fomented  it,  wasted  to  nothing 
and  died  away  of  itself.  For  the  rich  had  no  advantage 
here  over  the  poor,  as  their  wealth  and  abundance  had  no 
road  to  come  abroad  by,  but  were  shut  up  at  home  doing 
nothing.  And  in  this  way  they  became  excellent  artists  in 
common,  necessary  things ;  oedsteads,  chairs,  and  tables, 
and  such  like  staple  utensils  in  a  family,  were  admirably 
well  made  there  ;  their  cup,  particularly,  was  very  much  in 
fashion,  and  eagerly  bought  up  by  soldiers,  as  Critias  re- 
ports ;  foi'  its  color  was  such  as  to  prevent  water,  drunk 
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upon  necessity  and  disagreeable  to  look  at,  from  beingno. 
ticed;  and  tlie  shape  of  it  was  such  tliat  the  nnul  stuck  to 
the  sides,  so  that  only  the  purer  piirt  came  to  the  drinkers 
mouth.  For  this,  also,  they  had  to  thank  their  law-giver, 
who,  by  relieving  the  artisans  of  the  trouble  of  making  use- 
less  things,  set  them  to  show  their  skill  in  giving  beauty  to 
those  of  daily  and  indispensable  use. 

The  third  and  most  masterly  stroke  of  this  great  law- 
giver, by  which  he  struck  a  yet  more  effectual  blow  against 
luxury  and  the  desire  of  riches,  was  the  ordinance  he  made, 
that  they  should  all  eat  in  common,  of  the  same  bread  and 
same  meat,  and  of  kinds  that  were  specified,  and  should 
not  spend  their  lives  at  home,  laid  on  costly  couches  afc 
splendid  tables,  delivering  themselves  up  into  the  hands  of 
their  tradesmen  and  cooks,  to  fatten  them  in  corners,  like 
greedy  brutes,  and  to  ruin  not  their  minds  only  but  their 
very  bodies,  which,  enfeebled  by  indulgence  and  excess, 
would  stand  in  need  of  long  sleep,  warm  bathing,  freedom 
from  work,  and,  in  a  word,  of  as  much  care  and  attendance 
as  if  they  were  continually  sick.  It  was  certainly  an  ex- 
traordinary thing  to  have  brought  about  such  a  result  as 
this,  but  a  greater  yet  to  have  taken  away  from  wealth,  as 
Theophrastus  observes,  not  merely  the  property  of  being 
coveted,  but  its  very  nature  of  being  wealth.  For  the  rich, 
being  obliged  to  go  to  the  same  table  with  the  poor,  could 
not  make  use  of  or  enjoy  their  abundance,  nor  so  much  as 
please  their  vanity  by  looking  at  or  displaying  it.  So  that 
the  common  pi-overb,  that  Plutus,  the  god  of  riches,  is 
blind,  was  nowhere  in  all  the  world  literally  verified  but 
in  Sparta.  There,  indeed,  he  was  not  only  blind,  but,  like 
a  picture,  without  either  life  or  motion.  Xor  were  they 
allowed  to  take  food  at  home  first,  and  then  attend  the 
public  tables,  ffir  eve l  y  one  had  an  eye  upon  those  who  did 
not  eat  and  drink  like  the  rest,  and  reproached  them  with 
being  dainty  and  effeminate. 

This  last  ordinance  in  particular  exasperated  the  wealthier 
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men.  They  collected  in  a  body  against  Lycurgus,  and 
from  ill  words  canrie  to  throwing  stones,  so  that  at  length 
he  was  forced  to  run  out  of  the  market-place,  and  make  to 
sanctuary  to  save  his  life ;  by  good-hap  he  outran  all,  ex- 
cepting one  Alcander,  a  young  man  otherwise  not  ill  ac- 
complished, but  hasty  and  violent,  who  came  up  so  close 
to  him,  that  when  he  turned  to  see  who  was  so  near  him. 
he  struck  him  upon  the  face  with  his  stick,  and  put  out 
one  of  his  eyes.  Lycurgus,  so  far  from  being  daunted  and 
discouraged  by  this  accident,  stopped  short  and  showed 
his  disfigured  face  and  eye  beat  out  to  his  countrymen  ; 
they,  dismayed  and  ashamed  at  the  sight,  delivered  Al- 
cander into  his  hands  to  be  punished,  and  escorted  hira 
liome,  with  expressions  of  great  concern  for  his  ill-usage. 
Lycurgus,  having  thanked  them  for  their  care  of  his 
person,  dismissed  them  all,  excepting  only  Alcander  ;  and, 
taking  him  with  him  into  his  house,  neither  did  nor  said 
anything  severely  to  him,  but  dismissing  those  whose 
place  it  was,  bade  Alcander  to  wait  upon  him  at  table. 
The  young  man,  who  was  of  an  ingenuous  temper,  without 
murmuring  did  as  he  was  commanded;  and  being  thus 
admitted  to  live  with  Lycurgus,  he  had  an  opportunity  to 
observe  in  hira,  besides  his  gentleness  and  calmness  of 
temper,  an  extraordinary  sobriety  and  an  indefatigable  in- 
dustry, and  so,  from  an  enemy,  became  one  of  his  most 
zealous  admirers,  and  told  his  friends  and  relations  that 
Lycurgus  was  not  that  morose  and  ill-natured  man  they 
had  formerly  taken  him  for,  but  the  one  mild  and  gentle 
character  of  the  world.  And  thus  did  Lycurgus,  for 
chastisement  of  his  fault,  make  of  a  wild  and  passionate 
young  man  one  of  the  discreetest  citizens  of  Sparta. 

In  memory  of  this  accident,  Lycurgus  built  a  temple  to 
Minerva,  surnamed  Optiletis ;  optilus  being  the  Doric  of 
these  parts  for  ophthahnus^  the  eye.  Some  authors,  however, 
of  whom  Dioscorides  is  one  (who  wrote  a  treatise  on  the 
commonwealth  of  Sparta),  say  that  he  was  wounded,  in- 
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deed,  but  did  not  lose  his  eye  with  the  blow;  and  that  he 
built  the  temple  in  gratitude  for  the  cure.  Be  this  as  it 
will,  certain  it  is,  that  after  this  misadventure,  the  Lace- 
dsemonians  made  it  a  rule  never  to  carry  so  much  as  a  stafE 
into  their  public  assemblies. 

But  to  return  to  their  public  repasts  ;— these  bad  several 
names  in  Greek  ;  the  Cretans  called  them  andria,  because 
the  men  only  came  to  them.  The  Lacedaemonians  called 
them  p/dditia,  that  is,  by  changing  I  into  d,  the  same  as 
philitia,  love  feasts,  because  that,  by  eating  and  drinking 
together,  they  had  opportunity  of  making  friends.  Or 
perhaps  from  phido,  parsimony,  because  they  were  so  many 
schools  of  sobriety  ;  or  perhaps  the  first  letter  is  an  addi- 
tion, and  the  word  at  first  was  editia,  from  edode,  eating. 
They  met  by  companies  of  fifteen,  more  or  less,  and  each 
of  them  stood  bound  to  bring  in  monthly  a  bushel  of  meal, 
eight  gallons  of  wine,  five  pounds  of  cheese,  two  pounds 
and  a  half  of  figs,  and  some  very  small  sum  of  money  to 
buy  flesh  or  fish  with.  Besides  this,  when  any  of  them 
made  sacrifice  to  the  gods,  they  always  sent  a  dole  to  the 
common  hall ;  and,  likewise,  when  any  of  them  had  been 
a-hunting,  he  sent  thither  a  part  of  the  venison  he  had 
killed ;  for  these  two  occasions  Avere  the  only  excuses  al- 
lowed for  supping  at  home.  The  custom  of  eating  together 
was  observed  strictly  for  a  great  while  afterwards ;  inso- 
much that  king  Agis  himself,  after  having  vanquished  the 
Athenians,  sending  for  his  commons  at  his  return  home, 
because  he  desired  to  eat  privately  with  his  queen,  was  re- 
fused them  by  the  polemarchs;  which  refusal  when  he 
resented  so  much  as  to  omit  next  day  the  sacrifice  due  for 
a  war  happily  ended,  they  made  him  pay  a  fine. 

They  used  to  send  their  children  to  these  tables  as  to 
schools  of  temperance ;  here  they  were  instnicted  in  state 
affairs  by  listening  to  experienced  statesmen  ;  here  they 
learned  to  converse  with  pleasantry,  to  make  jests  without 
scurrility  and  take  them  without  ill-humor.   In  this  point 
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of  good  breeding,  the  LacedsBmonians  excelled  particularly, 
but  if  any  man  were  uneasy  under  it,  upon  the  least  hint 
given,  there  was  no  more  to  be  said  to  him.  It  was  cus- 
tomary also  for  the  eldest  man  in  the  company  to  say  to 
each  of  them,  as  they  came  in,  "  Through  this  "  (pointing  to 
the  door)  "  no  words  go  out."  When  any  one  had  a  desire 
to  be  admitted  into  any  of  these  little  societies,  he  was  to 
go  through  the  following  probation :  Each  man  in  the  com- 
pany took  a  little  ball  of  soft  bread,  which  they  were  to 
throw  into  a  deep  basin,  which  a  waiter  carried  round  upon 
his  head ;  those  that  liked  the  person  to  be  chosen  dropped 
their  ball  into  the  basin  without  altering  its  figure,  and 
those  who  disliked  him  pressed  it  betwixt  their  fingers,  and 
made  it  flat ;  and  this  signified  as  much  as  a  negative 
voice.  And  if  there  were  but  one  of  these  flattened  pieces 
in  the  basin,  the  suitor  was  rejected,  so  desirous  were  they 
that  all  the  members  of  the  company  should  be  agreeable 
to  each  other.  The  basin  was  called  caddichus,  and  the 
rejected  candidate  had  a  name  thence  derived.  Their  most 
famous  dish  was  the  black  broth,  which  was  so  much 
valued  that  the  elderly  men  fed  only  upon  that,  leaving 
what  flesh  there  was  to  the  younger. 

They  say  that  a  certain  king  of  Pontus  having  heard 
much  of  this  black  broth  of  theirs,  sent  for  a  Lacedaemonian 
cook  on  purpose  to  make  him  some,  but  had  no  sooner 
tasted  it  than  he  found  it  extremely  bad,  which  the  cook 
observing,  told  him,  "  Sir,  to  make  this  broth  relish,  you 
should  have  bathed  yourself  first  in  the  river  Eurotas." 

After  drinking  moderately,  every  man  went  to  his  home 
without  lights,  for  the  use  of  them  was,  on  all  occasions, 
forbid,  to  the  end  that  they  might  accustom  themselves  to 
march  boldly  in  the  dark.  Such  was  the  common  fashion 
of  their  meals. 

Lycurgus  would  never  reduce  his  laws  into  writing ;  nay, 
there  is  a  Rhetra  expressly  to  forbid  it.  For  he  thought 
that  the  most  material  points,  and  such  as  most  directly 
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tended  to  the  public  welfare,  being  imprinted  on  the  hearts 
of  their  youth  by  a  good  discipline,  \Aould  be  sure  to 
remain,  and  would  find  a  stronger  security,  than  any  com- 
pulsion  would  be,  in  the  principles  of  action  formed  in  them 
by  their  best  lawgiver,  education.  And  as  for  things  of 
lesser  importance,  as  pecuniary  contracts,  and  such  like,  the 
forms  of  which  have  to  be  changed  as  occasion  requires,  he 
thought  it  the  best  way  to  prescribe  no  positive  rule  or 
inviolable  usage  in  such  cases,  willing  that  their  manner 
and  form  should  be  altered  according  to  the  circumstances 
of  time,  and  determinations  of  men  of  sound  judgment. 
Every  end  and  object  of  law  and  enactment  it  was  his 
design  education  should  effect. 

One,  then,  of  the  Rhetvas  was,  that  their  laws  should  not 
be  written ;  another  is  particularly  levelled  against  luxury 
and  expensiveness,  for  by  it  it  was  ordained  that  the  ceil- 
ings of  their  houses  should  only  be  wrought  by  the  axe, 
and  their  gates  and  doors  smoothed  only  by  the  saw.  Epara- 
inondas's  famous  dictum  about  his  own  table,  that 
"  Treason  and  a  dinner  like  this  do  not  keep  company  to- 
gether," may  be  said  to  have  been  anticipated  by  Lycurgus. 
Luxury  and  a  house  of  this  kind  could  not  well  be  com- 
panions. For  a  man  must  have  a  less  than  ordinary  share 
of  sense  that  would  furnish  such  plain  and  common  rooms 
with  silver-footed  couches  and  purple  coverlets  and  gold 
and  silver  plate.  Doubtless  he  had  good  reason  to  think 
that  they  would  proportion  their  beds  to  their  houses,  and 
their  coverlets  to  their  beds,  and  the  rest  of  their  goods 
and  furniture  to  these.  It  is  reported  that  king  Leoty- 
chides,  the  first  of  that  name,  was  so  little  used  to  the  sight 
of  any  other  kind  of  work,  that,  being  entertained  at 
Corinth  in  a  stately  room,  he  was  much  surprised  to  see 
the  timber  and  ceiling  so  finely  carved  and  panelled,  and 
asked  his  host  whether  the  trees  grew  so  in  his  country. 

A  third  ordinance  or  Rhetra  was,  that  they  should  not 
make  war  often,  or  long,  with  the  same  enemy,  lest  that 
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they  should  train  a^A  instruct  them  in  war,  by  habituating 
them  to  defend  themselves.  And  tliis  is  what  Agesilaus 
was  much  blamed  for,  a  long  time  after ;  it  being  thought, 
that,  by  his  continual  incursions  into  Boeotia,  he  made  the 
Thebans  a  match  for  the  Lacedaemonians ;  and  therefore 
Antalcidas,  seeing  him  wounded  one  day,  said  to  him,  that 
he  was  very  well  paid  for  taking  such  pains  to  make  the 
Thebans  good  soldiers,  whether  they  would  or  no.  These 
laws  were  called  the  Rhetras,  to  intimate  that  they  were 
divine  sanctions  and  revelations. 

In  order  to  the  good  education  of  their  youth  (which,  as 
I  said  before,  he  thought  the  most  important  and  noblest 
work  of  a  lawgiver),  he  went  so  far  back  as  to  take  into 
consideration  their  very  conception  and  birth,  by  regulating 
their  marriages.  For  Aristotle  is  wrong  in  saying,  that, 
after  he  had  tried  all  ways  to  reduce  the  women  to  more 
modesty  and  sobriety,  he  was  at  last  forced  to  leave  them 
as  they  were,  because  that  in  the  absence  of  their  husbands, 
who  spent  the  best  part  of  their  lives  in  the  wars,  their 
wives,  whom  they  were  obliged  to  leave  absolute  mistresses 
at  home,  took  great  liberties  and  assumed  the  superiority, 
and  were  treated  with  overmuch  respect  and  called  by  the 
title  of  lady  or  queen.  The  truth  is,  he  took  in  their  case, 
also,  all  the  care  that  was  possible ;  he  ordered  the  maidens 
to  exercise  themselves  with  wrestling,  running,  throwing 
the  quoit,  and  casting  the  dart,  to  the  end  that  the  fruit 
they  conceived  might,  in  strong  and  healthy  bodies,  take 
firmer  root  and  find  better  growth,  and  withal  that  they, 
with  this  greater  vigor,  might  be  the  more  able  to  undergo 
the  pains  of  child-bearing.  And  to  the  end  he  might  take 
away  their  over-great  tenderness  and  fear  of  exposure  to 
the  air,  and  all  acquired  womanishness,  he  ordered  that  the 
young  women  should  go  naked  in  the  processions,  as  well 
as  the  young  men,  and  dance,  too,  in  that  condition,  at  cer- 
tain solemn  feasts,  singing  certain  songs,  whilst  the  young 
men  stood  around,  seeing  and  hearing  them.   On  these  oo 
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oasions  they  now  and  then  made,  by  jests,  a  befitting  re. 
flection  upon  those  who  liad  misbehaved  themselves  in  the 
wars;  and  again  sang  encomiums  upon  those  who  had  done 
any  gallant  action,  and  by  these  means  inspired  the 
younger  sort  with  an  emulation  of  their  glory.  Those  that 
were  thus  commended  went  away  proud,  elated,  and  gratl- 
fled  with  their  honor  among  the  maidens ;  and  those  who 
were  rallied  were  as  sensibly  touched  with  it  as  if  they  had 
been  formally  reprimanded;  and  so  much  the  more,  be- 
cause the  kings  and  the  elders,  as  well  as  the  rest  of  the 
city,  saw  and  heard  all  that  passed.  Nor  was  there  any. 
thing  shameful  in  this  nakedness  of  the  young  women; 
modesty  attended  them,  and  all  wantonness  was  excluded. 
It  taught  them  simplicity  and  a  care  for  good  health,  and 
gave  them  some  taste  of  higher  feelings,  admitted  as  they 
thus  were  to  the  field  of  noble  action  and  glory.  Hence  it 
was  natural  for  them  to  think  and  speak  as  Gorgo,  for 
example,  the  wife  of  Leonidas,  is  said  to  have  done,  wheu 
Bome  foreign  lady,  as  it  would  seem,  told  her  that  the 
women  of  Lacedsenion  were  the  only  women  in  the  world 
who  could  rule  men;  "With  good  reason,"  she  said,  "for 
we  are  the  only  women  who  bring  forth  men." 

The  public  processions  of  the  maidens,  and  their  ap- 
pearing naked  in  their  exercises  and  dancings,  were  incite- 
ments to  marriage,  operating  upon  the  young  with  the  vigor 
and  certainty,  as  Plato  says,  of  love,  if  not  of  mathematics. 
But  besides  all  this,  to  promote  it  yet  more  effectually, 
those  who  continued  bachelors  were  in  a  degree  disfran- 
chised by  law ;  for  they  were  excluded  from  the  sight  of 
those  public  processions  in  which  the  young  men  and 
maidens  danced  naked,  and,  in  winter-time,  the  officers 
compelled  them  to  march  naked  themselves  round  the 
market-place,  singing  as  they  went  a  certain  song  to  their 
own  disgrace,  that  they  justly  suffered  this  punishment 
for  disobeying  the  laws.  ^Moreover,  they  were  denied  that 
respect  and  observance  which  the  younger  men  paid  their 
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elders;  and  no  man,  for  example,  found  fault  with  what 
was  said  to  Dercyllidas,  though  so  eminent  a  commander ; 
upon  whose  approach  one  day,  a  young  man,  instead  of 
rising,  retained  his  seat,  remarking,  "Xo  child  of  yours 
will  make  room  for  me." 

In  their  marriages,  the  husband  carried  off  his  bride  by  a 
sort  of  force  ;  nor  were  their  brides  ever  small  and  of  ten- 
der years,  but  in  their  full  bloom  and  ripeness.  After 
this,  she  who  superintended  the  wedding  comes  and  clips 
the  hair  of  the  bride  close  round  her  head,  dresses  her 
up  in  man's  clothes,  and  leaves  her  upon  a  mattress  in 
the  dark ;  afterwards  comes  the  bridegroom,  in  his  every- 
day clothes,  sober  and  composed,  as  having  supped  at 
the  common  table,  and,  entering  privately  into  the  room 
where  the  bride  lies,  unties  her  virgin  zone,  and  takes 
her  to  himself;  and,  after  staying  some  time  together, 
he  returns  composedly  to  his  own  apartment,  to  sleep 
as  usual  with  the  other  young  men.  And  so  he  contm- 
aes  to  do,  spending  his  days,  and,  indeed,  his  nights,  with 
them,  visiting  his  bride  in  fear  and  shame,  and  with  cir- 
cumspection, when  he  thought  he  should  not  be  observed ; 
she,  also,  on  her  part,  using  her  wit  to  help  and  find  favor- 
able opportunities  for  their  meeting,  when  company  was 
out  of  the  way.  In  this  manner  they  lived  a  long  time,  in- 
somuch that  they  sometimes  had  children  by  their  wives 
before  ever  they  saw  their  faces  by  daylight.  Their  inter- 
views, being  thus  difficult  and  rare,  served  not  only  for  con- 
tinual exercise  of  their  self-control,  but  brought  them 
together  with  their  bodies  healthy  and  vigorous,  and  their 
affections  fresh  and  lively,  unsated  and  undulled  by  easy 
access  and  long  continuance  with  each  other ;  while  their 
partings  were  always  early  enough  to  leave  behind  unex- 
tinguished in  each  of  them  some  remainder  fire  of  longing 
and  mutual  delight.  After  guarding  marriage  with  this 
modesty  and  reserve,  he  was  equally  careful  to  banish 
empty  and  womanish  jealousy.    For  this  object,  excluding 
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all  licentious  disorders,  he  made  it,  nevertheless,  honorable 
for  men  to  give  the  use  of  their  wives  to  those  whom  they 
should  think  fit,  that  so  ihey  might  have  children  by  them; 
ridiculing  those  in  whose  opinion  such  favors  are  so  unfit 
for  participation  as  to  fight  and  shed  blood  and  go  to 
war  about  it.  Lycurgus  allowed  a  man  who  was  advanced 
in  years  and  had  a  young  wife  to  recommend  some  virtu- 
ous and  approved  young  man,  that  she  might  have  a  child 
by  him,  who  might  inherit  the  good  qualities  of  the  father, 
and  be  a  son  to  himself.  On  the  other  side,  an  honest  man 
who  had  love  for  a  married  woman  upon  account  of  hei 
modesty  and  the  well-favoredness  of  her  children,  might, 
without  formality,  beg  her  company  of  her  husband,  that 
he  might  raise,  as  it  were,  from  this  plot  of  good  ground, 
worthy  and  well-allied  children  for  himself.  And,  indeed, 
Lycurgus  was  of  a  persuasion  that  children  were  not  so 
much  the  property  of  their  parents  as  of  the  whole  com- 
monwealth, and,  therefore,  would  not  have  his  citizens 
begot  by  the  first-comers,  but  by  the  best  men  that  could 
be  found ;  the  laws  of  other  nations  seemed  to  him  very 
absurd  and  inconsistent,  where  people  would  be  so  solici- 
tous for  their  dogs  and  horses  as  to  exert  interest  and  to 
pay  money  to  procure  fine  breeding,  and  yet  kept  their 
wives  shut  up,  to  be  made  mothers  only  by  themselves,  who 
might  be  foolish,  infli-m,  or  diseased  ;  as  if  it  were  not  ap 
parent  that  children  of  a  bad  breed  would  prove  their  bad 
qualities  first  upon  those  who  kept  and  were  rearing  them, 
and  well-born  children,  in  like  manner,  their  good  qualities 
These  regulations,  founded  on  natural  and  social  grounds, 
were  certainly  so  far  from  that  scandalous  liberty  which 
was  afterwards  charged  upon  their  women,  that  they  knew 
not  what  adultery  meant.  It  is  told,  for  instance,  of 
Geradas,  a  very  ancient  Spartan,  that,  being  asked  by  a 
stranger  what  punishment  their  law  had  appointed  for 
adulterers,  he  answered,  "  There  are  no  adulterers  in  our 
country."    "But,"  replied  the  stranger,  "suppose  there 
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were  ?  "  Then,"  answered  he,  "  the  offender  would  have 
to  give  the  plaintiff  a  bull  with  a  neck  so  long  as  that  he 
might  drink  from  the  top  of  Taj^getus  of  the  Eurotas  river 
below  it."  The  man,  surprised  at  this,  said,  "Why, 'tis  im- 
possible  to  find  such  a  bull."  Geradas  smilingly  replied, 
"  'Tis  as  possible  as  to  find  an  adulterer  in  Sparta."  So 
much  I  had  to  say  of  their  marriages. 

Nor  was  it  in  the  power  of  the  father  to  dispose  of  the 
child  as  he  thought  fit;  he  v.'as  obliged  to  carry  it  before 
certain  triers  at  a  place  called  Lesche  ;  these  were  some  of^^ 
the  elders  of  the  tribe  to  which  the  child  belonged ;  their 
business  it  was  carefully  to  view  the  infant,  and,  if  they 
found  it  stout  and  well  made,  they  gave  order  for  its  rear- 
ing, and  allotted  to  it  one  of  the  nine  thousand  shares  of 
land  above  mentioned  for  its  maintenance,  but,  if  they  found 
it  puny  and  ill-shaped,  ordered  it  to  be  taken  to  what  was 
called  the  Apothetse,  a  sort  of  chasm  under  Taygetus  ;  as 
tliinking  it  neither  for  the  good  of  the  child  itself,  nor  for 
the  public  interest,  that  it  should  be  brought  up,  if  it  did 
not,  from  the  very  outset,  appear  made  to  be  healthy  and 
vigorous.  Upon  tlie  same  account,  the  women  did  not 
bathe  the  new-born  children  with  water,  as  is  the  custom 
in  all  other  countries,  but  with  wine,  to  prove  the  temper 
and  complexion  of  their  bodies ;  from  a  notion  they  had  that 
epileptic  and  weakly  children  faint  and  waste  away  upon 
their  being  thus  bathed,  while,  on  the  contrary,  those  of  a 
strong  and  vigorous  habit  acquire  firmness  and  get  a  temper 
by  it,  like  steel.  There  was  much  care  and  art,  too,  used 
by  the  nurses  ;  they  had  no  s^^■addling  bands ;  the  children 
grew  up  free  and  unconstrained  in  limb  and  form,  and  not 
dainty  and  fanciful  about  their  food  ;  not  afraid  in  the 
[lark,  or  of  being  left  alone  ;  and  without  peevishness,  or  ill. 
humor,  or  crying.  Upon  this  account.  Spartan  nurses  were 
often  bought  up,  or  hired  by  people  of  other  countries ;  and 
it  is  recorded  that  she  who  suckled  Alcibiades  v/as  a 
Spartan ;  ^^ho,  however,  if  fortunate  in  his  nurse,  was  not 
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SO  in  his  preceptor ;  liis  guardian,  rcriclos,  as  Plato  tells'us, 
chuse  a  servant  fur  that  oltiee  c  alled  Zopyrus,  no  better  than 
any  conniion  slave. 

Lycurgus  was  of  another  mind  ;  he  wonld  not  have  nins- 
ters  bought  out  of  the  market  for  his  young  Spartans,  nor 
such  as  should  sell  their  paint; ;  nor  was  it  lawful,  indeed, 
for  the  father  himself  to  bi-eed  up  the  children  after  his 
own  fancy ;  but  as  soon  as  they  were  seven  years  old  tliey 
were  to  be  enrolled  in  certain  companies  and  classes,  where 
.  they  all  lived  under  the  same  order  and  discipline,  doing 
their  exercises  and  taking  their  play  together.  Of  these, 
he  Avho  showed  the  most  conduct  and  courage  was  made 
captain  ;  they  had  their  eyes  always  upon  him,  obeyed  his 
orders,  and  underwent  patiently  whatsoever  punishment 
he  inflicted ;  so  that  the  whole  course  of  their  education 
was  one  continued  exercise  of  a  ready  and  perfect  obedi- 
ence.  The  old  men,  too,  were  spectators  of  their  perform- 
ances, and  often  raised  quarrels  and  disputes  among  them, 
to  have  a  good  opportunity  of  finding  out  their  different 
characters,  and  of  seeing  which  would  be  valiant,  which  a 
coward,  when,  they  should  come  to  more  dangerous  en- 
counters. Reading  and  writing  they  gave  them,  just 
enough  to  serve  their  turn  ;  their  chief  care  was  to  make 
them  good  subjects,  and  to  teach  them  to  endure  pain  and 
conquer  in  battle.  To  this  end,  as  they  grew  in  years,  their 
discipline  was  propoitionately  increased;  tlieir  heads  were 
close-clipped,  they  were  accustomed  to  go  barefoot,  and  for 
the  most  part  to  play  naked. 

After  they  were  twelve  years  old,  they  were  no  longer 
allowed  to  wear  any  undergarment ;  they  had  one  coat  to 
serve  them  a  year;  their  bodies  were  hard  and  dry,  with 
but  little  acquaintance  of  baths  and  unguents  ;  these  human 
uidulgences  they  were  allowed  only  on  some  few  particular 
days  in  the  year.  They  lodged  together  in  little  bands 
upon  beds  made  of  the  rushes  whicli  grew  1)y  the  banks  ol 
the  river  Eurotas,  which  they  were  to  break  off  with  theb 
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hands  without  a  knife;  if  it  were  winter,  they  mingled 
some  thistle-down  with  their  rushes,  which  it  was  thought 
had  the  property  of  giving  warmth.  By  the  time  they 
were  come  to  this  age  there  was  not  any  of  the  more  hope- 
ful boys  who  had  not  a  lover  to  bear  him  company.  The 
old  men,  too,  had  an  eye  upon  them,  coming  often  to  the 
grounds  to  hear  and  see  them  contend  either  in  wit  or 
strength  with  one  another,  and  this  as  seriously  and  with 
as  much  concern  as  if  they  were  their  fathers,  their  tutors, 
or  their  magistrates  ;  so  that  there  scarcely  was  any  time 
or  place  without  some  one  present  to  put  them  in  mind  of 
their  duty,  and  punish  them  if  they  had  neglected  it. 

Besides  all  this,  there  was  always  one  of  the  best  and 
honestest  men  in  the  city  appointed  to  undertake  the  charge 
and  governance  of  them  ;  he  again  arranged  them  into  their 
several  bands,  and  set  over  each  of  them  for  their  captain 
the  most  temperate  and  boldest  of  those  they  called  Irens, 
who  were  usually  twenty  years  old,  two  years  out  of  the 
boys;  and  the  oldest  of  the  beys,  again,  were  Mell-Irens, 
as  much  as  to  say,  who  would  shortly  be  men.  This  young 
man,  therefore,  was  their  captain  when  they  fought  and 
their  master  at  home,  using  them  for  the  offices  of  his 
house ;  sending  the  eldest  of  them  to  fetch  wood,  and  the 
weaker  and  less  able  to  gather  salads  and  herbs,  and  these 
they  must  either  go  without  or  steal ;  which  they  did  by 
creeping  into  the  gardens,  or  conveying  themselves  cun- 
ningly and  closely  into  the  eating-houses ;  if  they  were 
taken  in  the  fact,  they  were  whipped  without  mercy,  for 
thieving  so  ill  and  awkwardly.  They  stole,  too,  all  other 
meat  they  could  lay  their  hands  on,  looking  out  and  watch- 
ing all  opportunities,  when  people  were  asleep  or  more 
careless  than  usual.  If  they  were  caught,  they  were  not 
only  punished  with  whipping,  but  hunger,  too,  being  re- 
duced to  their  ordinary  allowance,  which  was  but  very 
slender,  and  so  contrived  on  purpose  that  they  might  set 
about  to  help  themselves,  and  be  forced  to  exercise  their 


100  PLUTAIiCirS  L/T'/:s. 

energy  and  address.  This  was  the  jii  incipal  design  of  theii 
hard  fare;  there  was  another  not  inei.nsiderahle,  that  they 
might  grow  taller;  for  the  vital  spirits,  not  being  overbur. 
dened  and  oppressed  by  too  great  a  quantity  of  nourish, 
ment,  which  necessarily  discharges  itself  into  thickness  and 
breadth,  do,  by  their  natural  lightness,  rise  ;  and  the  body, 
giving  and  yielding  because  it  is  pliant,  grows  in  height. 
The  same  thing  seems,  also,  to  conduce  to  beauty  of  shape; 
a  dry  and  lean  habit  is  a  better  subject  for  nature's  con 
figuration,  which  the  gross  and  over-fed  are  too  heavy  to 
submit  to  properly.  Just  as  we  find  that  women  avIio  take 
physic  whilst  they  are  with  child,  bear  leaner  and  smaller 
but  better-shaped  and  prettier  children  ;  the  material  they 
come  of  having  been  more  pliable  and  easily  moulded. 
The  reason,  however,  I  leave  others  to  determine. 

To  return  from  whence  we  have  digressed.  So  seriously 
did  the  Lacedaemonian  children  go  about  their  stealing, 
that  a  youth,  having  stolen  a  young  fox  and  hid  it  under 
his  coat,  suffered  it  to  tear  out  his  very  bowels  with  its 
teeth  and  claws  and  died  upon  the  place,  rather  than  let  it 
be  seen.  What  is  practised  to  this  very  day  in  Lacedse- 
mon  is  enough  to  gain  credit  to  this  story,  for  I  myself 
have  seen  several  of  tlie  youths  endure  whipping  to  death 
at  the  foot  of  the  altar  of  Diana  surnamed  Orthia. 

The  Iren,  or  under-master,  used  to  stay  a  little  with 
them  after  supper,  and  one  of  them  he  bade  to  sing  a  song, 
to  another  he  put  a  question  which  required  an  advised  and 
deliberate  answer  ;  for  example,  "Who  was  the  best  man  in 
the  city  ?  "What  he  thought  of  such  an  action  of  such  a 
man  ?  They  used  them  thus  early  to  pass  a  right  judgment 
upon  persons  and  things,  and  to  inform  themselves  of  the 
abilities  or  defects,  of  their  countrymen.  If  they  had  not 
an  answer  ready  to  the  question,  Who  was  a  good  or  who 
an  ill-reputed  citizen,  they  were  looked  upon  as  of  a  dull 
and  careless  dispositi(jn,  and  to  have  little  or  no  sense  of 
?irtuo  and  honor ;  besides  this,  they  were  to  give  a  good 
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reason  for  what  t.hey  said,  and  in  as  few  words  and  as  com- 
prehensive as  might  be ;  he  that  failed  of  this,  or  answered 
not  to  the  purpose,  had  liis  tliumb  bit  by  tlie  master.  Some- 
times tlie  Iren  did  this  in  the  presence  of  tlie  old  men  and 
magistrates,  that  they  might  see  whether  he  punished  them 
justly  and  in  due  measure  or  not,  and  when  he  did  amiss, 
they  would  not  reprove  him  before  the  boys,  but,  when  they 
were  gone,  he  was  called  to  an  account  and  underwent 
correction,  if  he  had  run  far  into  either  of  the  extremes  of 
indulgence  or  severity. 

Their  lovers  and  favorers,  too,  had  a  share  in  the  young 
boy's  honor  or  disgrace ;  and  there  goes  a  story  that  one  of 
them  was  fined  by  the  magistrate,  because  the  lad  whom 
he  loved  cried  out  effeminately  as  he  was  fighting.  And 
though  this  sort  of  love  was  so  approved  among  them, 
that  the  most  virtuous  matrons  would  make  professions  of 
it  to  young  girls,  yet  rivalry  did  nut  exist,  and  if  several 
men's  fancies  met  in  one  person,  it  was  rather  the  begin- 
ning of  an  intimate  friendship,  whilst  they  all  jointly  con- 
spired to  render  the  object  of  their  affection  as  accomplished 
as  possible. 

They  taught  them,  also,  to  speak  with  a  natural  and 
graceful  raillery,  and  to  comprehend  much  matter  of 
thought  in  few  words.  For  Lycurgus,  who  ordered,  as  we 
saw,  that  a  great  piece  of  money  should  be  but  of  an  incon- 
siderable value,  on  the  contrary  would  allow  no  discourse 
to  be  current  which  did  not  contain  in  few  words  a  great 
deal  of  useful  and  curious  sense  ;  children  in  Sparta,  by  a 
habit  of  long  silence,  came  to  give  just  and  sententious 
answers ;  for,  indeed,  as  loose  and  incontinent  livers  are 
seldom  fathers  of  many  children,  so  loose  and  incontinent 
talkers  seldom  originate  many  sensible  words.  King  Agis, 
when  some  Athenian  laughed  at  their  short  swords,  and 
said  that  the  jugglers  on  the  stage  swallowed  them  with 
ease,  answered  him,  "  We  find  them  long  enough  to  reach 
our  enemies  with ; "  and  as  their  swords  were  short  and 
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-sharp,  so,  it  seems  to  me,  were  their  sayings.  They  reach 
the  point  and  arrest  the  attention  of  the  hearers  bettei 
than  any.  Lycurgus  himself  seems  to  liave  been  short  and 
sententious,  if  we  may  trust  the  anecdotes  of  liim  ;  as  ap. 
pears  by  his  answer  to  one  who  by  all  means  would  set  up 
a  democracy  in  Lacedsemon.  "Begin,  friend,"  said  lie, 
"  and  set  it  up  in  your  family."  Another  asked  him  why 
he  allowed  of  such  mean  and  trivial  sacrifices  to  the  gods. 
He  replied,  "  That  we  may  always  have  something  to  offer 
to  them."  Being  asked  what  sort  of  martial  exercises  or 
combats  he  approved  of,  he  answered,  "All  sorts,  except 
that  in  which  you  stretch  out  your  hands."  Similar  an- 
swers,  addressed  to  his  countrymen  by  letter,  are  ascribed 
to  him ;  as,  being  consulted,  how  they  might  best  oppose 
an  invasion  of  their  enemies,  he  returned  this  answer,  "By 
continuing  poor,  and  not  coveting  each  man  to  be  greater 
than  his  fellow."  Being  consulted  again  whether  it-were 
requisite  to  enclose  the  city  with  a  wall,  he  sent  thera 
word,  "  The  city  is  well  fortified  which  hath  a  wall  of  men 
instead  of  brick."  But  whether  these  letters  are  counterfeit 
or  not  is  not  easy  to  determine. 

Of  their  dislike  to  talkativeness,  the  following  apoph- 
thegms are  evidence.  King  Leonidas  said  to  one  who  held 
him  in  discourse  upon  some  useful  matter,  but  not  in  due 
time  and  place,  "  Much  to  the  purpose,  Sir,  elsewhere." 
King  Charilaus,  the  nephew  of  Lycurgus,  being  asked  why 
his  uncle  had  made  so  few  laws,  answered,  "  Men  of  few 
words  require  but  few  laws."  When  one  blamed  Hecataeua 
the  sophist,  because  that,  being  invited  to  the  public  table, 
he  had  not  spoken  one  word  all  supper-time,  Archidaraidaa 
answered  in  his  vindication,  "  He  who  knows  how  to  speak, 
knows  also  when." 

The  sharp  and  yet  not  ungraceful  retorts  which  I  men- 
tioned may  be  instanced  as  follows.  Deuiaratus,  being 
asked  in  a  troublesome  manner  by  an  iuiportunate  fellow, 
Who  was  the  best  man  iu  Lacedsemon  ?  answered  at  last, 
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"He,  Sir,  that  is  the  least  like  you."  Some,  in  company 
where  Agis  was,  much  extolled  the  Eleans  for  their  just 
and  honorable  management  of  the  Olympic  games;  "In- 
deed," said  Agis,  "  they  are  highly  to  be  commended  if  they 
can  do  justice  one  day  in  five  years."  Theopompus  an- 
swered a  stranger  who  talked  much  of  his  affection  to  the 
Lacedaemonians,  and  said  that  his  countrymen  called  him 
Philolacon  (a  lover  of  the  Lacedseraonians),  that  it  had 
been  more  for  his  honor  if  they  had  called  him  Philopolites 
(a  lover  of  his  own  countrymen).  And  Plistoanax,  the  son 
of  Pausanias,  when  an  orator  of  Athens  said  the  Lacedae- 
monians had  no  learning,  told  him,  "You  say  true,  Sir; 
we  alone  of  all  the  Greeks  have  learned  none  of  your  bad 
qualities."  One  asked  Archidamidas  what  number  there 
might  be  of  the  Spartans,  he  answered :  "  Enough,  Sir,  to 
keep  out  wicked  men." 

We  may  see  their  character,  too,  in  their  very  jests. 
For  they  did  not  throw  them  out  at  random,  but  the 
very  wit  of  them  was  grounded  upon  something  or  other 
worth  thinking  about.  For  instance,  one,  being  asked  to 
go  hear  a  man  who  exactly  counterfeited  the  voice  of  a 
nightingale,  answered,  "  Sir,  I  have  heard  the  nightingale 
itself."  Another,  having  read  the  following  inscription 
upon  a  tomb. 

Seeking  to  quench  a  cruel  tyranny, 
They,  at  Selinus,  did  in  battle  die, 

said,  it  served  them  right ;  for  instead  of  trying  to  quench 
the  tyranny,  they  should  have  let  it  burn  out.  A  lad,  being 
offered  some  game-cocks  that  would  die  upon  the  spot,  said 
that  he  cared  not  for  cocks  that  would  die,  but  for  such 
that  would  live  and  kill  others.  Another,  seeing  people 
easing  themselves  on  seats,  said,  "God  forbid  I 
should  sit  where  I  could  not  get  up  to  salute  niy  elders." 
In  short,  their  answers  were  so  sententious  and  pertinent, 
that  one  said  well  ttiat  intellectual  much  more  truly  than 
athletic  exercise  was  the  Spartan  characteristic. 
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Xor  waa  their  instruction  in  music  and  verse  iess  car& 
fully  attended  to  than  their  habits  of  grace  and  good-breed, 
ing  in  conversation.  And  their  very  songs  had  a  life  and 
spirit  in  them  that  inflamed  and  possessed  men's  minds  with 
an  enthusiasm  and  ardor  for  action  ;  the  style  of  them  was 
plain  and  without  affectation ;  the  subject  always  serious 
and  moral;  most  usually,  it  was  in  praise  of  such  men  as 
had  died  in  defence  of  their  country,  or  in  derision  of  those 
that  had  been  cowards  ;  the  former  they  declared  happy 
and  glorified  ;  the  life  of  the  latter  they  described  as  most 
miserable  and  abject.  There  were  also  vaunts  of  what 
they  would  do,  and  boasts  of  what  they  had  done,  varyuig 
with  the  various  ages,  as,  for  example,  they  had  three 
choirs  in  their  solemn  festivals,  the  first  of  the  old  men, 
the  second  of  the  young  men,  and  the  last  of  the  children; 
the  old  men  began  thus : 

We  once  were  young,  and  brave,  and  strong; 

the  young  men  answered  them,  singing : 

And  we're  so  now,  come  on  and  try; 

the  children  came  last  and  said, 

But  we'll  be  strongest  by  and  by. 

Indeed,  if  we  will  take  the  pains  to  consider  their  compo- 
«itions,  some  of  which  were  still  extant  in  our  days,  and  the 
iiirs  on  the  flute  to  which  they  marched  when  going  to 
battle,  we  shall  find  that  Terpander  and  Pindar  had  reason 
to  say  that  musing  and  valor  were  allied.  The  first  says 
of  Lacedsemon — 

The  spear  and  song  In  her  do  meet. 
And  Justice  walks  about  her  street  j 

AiKi  Pindar — 

Councils  of  wise  ciders  hero. 

And  the  young  men's  conqnorfug  spoar 

And  danco,  and  song,  and  joy  appear  ; 
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both' describing  the  Spartans  as  no  less  musical  than  war- 
like ;  in  the  words  of  one  of  their  own  poets — 

With  the  Iron  stem  and  sharp, 
Comes  the  playing  on  the  harp. 

For,  indeed,  before  they  engaged  in  battle,  the  king  first 
did  sacrifice  to  the  Muses,  in  all  lil^elihood  to  put  tlieni  in 
mind  of  tlie  manner  of  tlieir  education,  and  of  tlie  judgment 
that  would  be  passed  upon  their  actions,  and  tliereby  to 
animate  them  to  the  performance  of  exploits  that  sliould 
deserve  a  record.  At  such  times,  too,  the  I.acedajmonians 
abated  a  little  the  severity  of  their  manners  in  favor  of 
their  young  men,  suffering  them  to  curl  and  adorn  their 
hair  and  to  have  costly  arms  and  fine  clothes ;  and  were 
well  pleased  to  see  them,  like  proud  horses,  neighing  and 
pressing  to  the  course.  And,  therefore,  as  soon  as  they 
came  to  be  well-grown,  they  took  a  great  deal  of  care  of 
their  hair,  to  have  it  parted  and  trimmed,  especially  against 
a  day  of  battle,  pursuant  to  a  saying  recorded  of  their  law- 
giver, that  a  large  head  of  hair  added  beauty  to  a  good 
face,  and  terror  to  an  ugly  one. 

When  they  were  hi  the  field,  their  exercises  were 
generally  more  moderate,  their  fare  not  so  hard,  nor  so 
strict  a  Iiand  held  over  them  by  tlieir  officers,  so  that  they 
were  the  only  people  in  the  world  to  whom  war  gave  re- 
pose. \\'lien  their  army  was  drawn  up  in  battle  array,  and 
the  enemy  near,  the  king  sacrificed  a  goat,  connnanded  the 
soldiers  to  set  their  garlands  upon  their  lieads,  and  the  pipers 
to  play  tlie  tune  of  the  hymn  to  Castor,  and  himself  began 
the  paean  of  advance.  It  was  at  once  a  magnificent  and  a 
terrible  sight  to  see  them  march  on  to  the  tune  of  their 
flutes,  without  any  disorder  hi  tlieir  ranks,  any  discom- 
posure in  their  minds,  or  change  in  their  countenances, 
calmly  and  cheerfully  moving  with  the  music  to  the  deadly 
fight.  ]\Ien,  in  this  temper,  were  not  likely  to  be  possessed 
with  fear  or  any  transport  of  fury,  but  with  the  deliberate 
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valor  of  hope  and  assurance,  as  if  some  divinity  wer« 
attending  and  conducting  tliera.  The  king  liad  always 
about  his  person  some  one  who  had  been  crowned  in  the 
Olympic  games ;  and  upon  this  account  a  Lacedaemonian 
is  said  to  have  refused  a  considerable  present,  which  was 
offered  to  him  upon  condition  that  he  would  not  come  into 
the  lists ;  and  when  he  had  with  much  to-do  thrown  his 
antagonist,  some  of  the  spectators  saying  to  him,  "And 
now.  Sir  Lacedaemonian,  what  are  you  the  better  for  your 
victory  ?  "  he  answered,  smiling,  "  I  shall  fight  next  the 
king."  After  they  had  routed  an  enemy,  they  pursued 
him  till  they  were  well  assured  of  the  victory,  and  then 
they  sounded  a  retreat,  thinking  it  base  and  unworthy  of  a 
Grecian  people  to  cut  men  in  pieces,  who  had  given  up  and 
abandoned  all  resistance.  This  manner  of  dealing  with 
their  enemies  did  not  only  show  magnanimity,  but  was 
politic  too ;  for,  knowing  that  they  killed  only  those  who 
made  resistance,  and  gave  quarter  to  the  rest,  men  gener- 
ally thought  it  their  best  way  to  consult  their  safety  by 
flight. 

Hippius  the  sophist  says  that  Lycurgus  himself  was  a 
great  soldier  and  an  experienced  commander.  Philoste^ 
phanus  attributes  to  him  the  first  division  of  the  cavalry 
into  troops  of  fifties  in  a  square  body ;  but  Demetrius  the 
Phalerian  says  quite  the  contrary,  and  that  he  made  all  his 
laws  in  a  continued  peace.  And,  indeed,  the  Olympic  holy 
truce,  or  cessation  of  arms,  that  was  procured  by  his  means 
and  management,  inclines  me  to  think  him  a  kind-natured 
man,  and  one  that  loved  quietness  and  peace.  Xotwith- 
standing  all  this,  Ilermippus  tells  us  that  he  had  no  hand 
in  the  ordinance  ;  that  Iphitus  made  it,  and  Lycurgus  came 
only  as  a  spectator,  and  that  by  mere  accident  too.  Being 
there,  he  heard  as  it  were  a  man's  voice  behind  him,  blam- 
ing  and  wondering  at  him  that  lie  did  not  encourage  his 
countrymen  to  resort  to  tlie  assembly,  and,  turning  about 
and  seeing  no  man,  concluded  that  it  was  a  voice  from 
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heaven,  and  upon  this  immediately  went  to  Iphitus  and 
assisted  him  in  ordering  the  ceremonies  of  that  feast,  which, 
by  his  means,  were  better  established,  and  with  more  re. 
pute  than  before. 

To  return  to  the  Lacedsemonians.  Their  discipline  con- 
tinued still  after  they  were  full-grown  men.  No  one  was 
allowed  to  live  after  his  own  fancy ;  but  the  city  was  a  sort 
of  camp,  rn  which  every  man  had  his  share  of  provisions 
and  business  set  out,  and  looked  upon  himself  not  so  much 
born  to  serve  his  own  ends  as  the  interest  of  his  country. 
Therefore  if  they  were  commanded  nothing  else,  they  went 
to  see  the  boys  perform  their  exercises,  to  teach  them 
something  useful  or  to  learn  it  themselves  of  those  who 
knew  better.  And  indeed  one  of  the  greatest  and  highest 
blessings  Lycurgus  procured  his  people  was  the  abundance 
of  leisure  which  proceeded  from  his  forbidding  to  them  the 
exercise  of  any  mean  and  mechanical  trade.  Of  the  money- 
making  that  depends  on  troublesome  going  about  and  see- 
ing people  and  doing  business,  they  had  no  need  at  all  in  a 
state  where  wealth  obtained  no  honor  or  respect.  The 
Helots  tilled  their  ground  for  them,  and  paid  them  yearly 
in  kind  the  appointed  quantity,  without  any  trouble  of 
theirs.  To  this  purpose  there  goes  a  story  of  a  Lacedae- 
monian who,  happening  to  be  at  Athens  when  the  courts 
were  sitting,  was  told  of  a  citizen  that  had  been  fined  for 
living  an  idle  life,  and  was  being  escorted  home  in  much 
distress  of  mind  by  his  condoling  friends ;  the  Lacedae- 
monian was  much  surprised  at  it  and  desired  his  friend  to 
show  him  the  man  who  was  condemned  for  living  like  a 
freeman.  So  much  beneath  them  did  they  esteem  the 
frivolous  devotion  of  time  and  attention  to  the  mechanical 
arts  and  to  money -making. 

It  need  not  be  said  that  upon  the  prohibition  of  gold  and 
silver,  all  lawsuits  immediately  ceased,  for  there  was  now 
neither  avarice  nor  poverty  amongst  them,  but  equality, 
wnere  every  one's  wants  were  supplied,  and  independent 
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because  those  v^-ants  were  so  small.  All  their  time,  except 
when  they  were  in  the  field,  Mas  taken  up  by  the  choral 
dances  and  the  festivals,  in  hunting,  and  in  attendance  on 
the  exercise  grounds  and  the  places  of  public  conversa- 
tion. Those  who  were  under  thirty  years  of  age  were  not 
allowed  to  go  into  the  market-place,  but  had  the  neces- 
saries  of  their  family  supplied  liy  the  care  of  their  relations 
and  lovers  ;  nor  was  it  for  the  credit  of  elderly  men  to  be 
seen  too  often  in  the  market-place ;  it  was  esteemed  more 
suitable  for  them  to  frequent  the  exercise-grounds  and 
places  of  conversation,  where  tliey  spent  their  leisure  ra- 
tionally in  conversation,  not  on  money-making  and  marketr 
prices,  but  for  the  most  part  in  passing  judgment  on  some 
action  worth  considering ;  extolling  the  good,  and  censur- 
ing those  who  were  otherwise,  and  that  in  a  light  and  sport- 
ive manner,  conveying,  without  too  much  gravity,  lessons 
of  advice  and  improvement.  Nor  was  Lycurgus  himself 
unduly  austere ;  it  was  he  who  dedicated,  says  Sosibius, 
the  little  statue  of  Laughter.  IVIirth,  introduced  seasonably 
at  their  suppers  and  places  of  common  entertainment,  was 
to  serve  as  a  sort  of  sweetmeat  to  accompany  their  strict 
and  hard  life.  To  conclude,  he  bred  up  his  citizens  in  such 
a  way  tliat  they  neither  would  nor  could  live  by  tiiem- 
selves  ;  they  were  to  make  themselves  one  with  the  public 
good,  and,  clustering  like  bees  around  their  commanaer, 
be  by  their  ze;il  and  public  spirit  carried  all  but  out  of 
themselves,  and  devoted  wholly  to  their  country.  What 
their  sentiments  wei-e  will  better  appear  by  a  few  of  their 
sayings.  Ptedaretus,  not  being  admitted  into  the  list  of 
the  three  hundred,  returned  home  with  a  joyful  face,  well 
pleased  to  find  that  there  were  in  Sparta  three  hundred 
better  men  than  himself.  And  Polycratidas,  being  sent 
with  some  others  ambassador  to  the  lieutenants  of  the  king 
of  Persia,  being  asked  by  them  ^\■hether  they  came  in  a 
private  or  in  a  public  character,  answered,  "  In  a  public 
if  we  succeed  ;  if  not,  in  a  |  riviiie  cliaracter."  Ar"-ilfonis 
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asking  some  who  came  from  Amphipolis  if  her  son  Brasidas 
died  courageously  and  as  became  a  Spartan,  on  their  begin- 
ning to  praise  liim  to  a  high  degree,  and  saying  there  wa3 
not  such  another  lefc  in  Sparta,  answei'ed,  "  Do  not  say  so ; 
Brasidas  was  a  good  and  brave  man,  but  there  are  in  Sparta 
many  better  than  he." 

The  senate,  as  I  said  before,  consisted  of  tliose  who  were 
Lycurgus's  chief  aiders  and  assistants  in  his  plans.  The 
vacancies  he  ordered  to  be  supplied  out  of  the  best  and 
most  deserving  men  past  sixty  years  old,  and  we  need  not 
wonder  if  there  was  much  striving  for  it ;  for  what  more 
glorious  competition  could  there  be  amongst  m<in,  than  one 
in  which  it  was  not  contested  who  was  swiftest  among  the 
swift  or  strongest  of  the  strong,  but  who  of  niany  wise  and 
good  was  wisest  and  best,  and  fittest  to  be  intrusted  for- 
ever after,  as  the  reward  of  his  merits,  with  the  supreme 
authority  of  the  commonwealth,  and  Avith  power  over  the 
lives,  franchises,  and  highest  interests  of  all  his  country- 
men ?  The  manner  of  their  election  was  as  follows :  The 
people  being  called  together,  some  selected  persons  were 
locked  up  in  a  room  near  the  place  of  election,  so  contrived 
that  they  could  neither  see  nor  be  seen,  but  could  only  hear 
the  noise  of  the  assembly  without ;  for  they  decided  this, 
as  most  other  affairs  of  moment,  by  the  shouts  of  the  peo- 
ple. This  done,  the  competitors  were  not  brought  in  and 
presented  all  together,  but  one  after  another  by  lot,  and 
passed  in  order  through  the  assembly  without  speaking  a 
woi'd.  Those  who  were  locked  up  had  writing-tables  with 
them,  in  which  they  recorded  and  marked  each  shout  by 
its  loudness,  without  knowing  in  favor  of  which  candidate 
each  of  them  was  made,  but  merely  that  they  came  first, 
second,  third,  and  so  forth.  He  who  was  found  to  have 
the  most  and  loudest  acclamations  was  declared  senator 
duly  elected.  Upon  this  he  had  a  garland  set  upon  his 
hijiid,  and  went  in  procession  to  all  the  temples  to  give 
thanks  to  the  gods ;  a  great  number  of  young  men  followed 
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him  with  applauses,  and  women,  also,  singing  verses  in  his 
honor,  and  extolling  the  virtue  and  happiness  of  his  life. 
As  he  went  round  the  city  in  this  manner,  each  of  his  rela- 
tions and  friends  set  a  table  before  him,  saying,  "The  city 
honors  you  with  this  banquet ; "'  but  he,  instead  of  accept- 
ing, passed  round  to  the  common  table  where  he  formerly 
used  to  eat,  and  was  served  as  before,  excepting  that  iidw 
\\d  bad  a  second  allowance,  which  he  took  and  put  by  I  y 
the  time  supper  was  ended,  the  women  who  were  of  kin  lo 
him  had  come  al)Out  the  door;  and  he,  beckoning  to  iier 
whom  he  most  esteemed,  pi-esented  to  her  the  portion  liu 
had  saved,  saying,  that  it  had  been  a  mark  of  esteem  to 
him,  and  was  so  now  to  her ;  upon  which  she  was  triumph, 
antly  waited  upon  home  by  the  women. 

Touching  burials,  Lycurgus  made  very  ^^'ise  regulations; 
lor,  first  of  all,  to  cut  off  all  superstition,  he  allowed  them 
to  bury  their  dead  within  the  city,  and  even  round  about 
their  temples,  to  the  end  that  their  youth  might  be  accus- 
tomed to  such  spectacles,  and  not  be  afraid  to  see  a  dead 
body,  or  imagine  that  to  touch  a  corpse  or  to  tread  upon 
a  grave  would  defile  a  man.  In  the  next  place,  he  coin- 
manded  them  to  put  nothing  into  the  ground  tlieni, 
except,  if  they  pleased,  a  few  oiive  leaves,  and  the  scarlet 
cloth  that  they  were  wrapped  in.  He  would  not  suffer  tlie 
names  to  be  inscribed,  except  only  of  men  who  fell  in  the 
wars,  or  women  who  died  in  a  sacred  office.  The  time,  loo, 
appointed  for  mourning  was  very  short,  eleven  days ;  on 
tlie  twelfth,  they  were  to  do  sacrifice  to  Ceres,  and  leave  it 
ott' ;  so  that  we  may  see,  that  as  he  cut  off  all  superfluity, 
so  in  thuigs  necessary  there  was  nothing  so  small  and 
trivial  which  did  not  express  some  homage  of  virtue  or 
scorn  of  vice.  He  filled  Lacedaemon  all  through  with 
proofs  and  examples  of  good  conduct ;  ^  Ith  the  constant 
sight  of  which  from  their  youth  up  the  people  would 
hardly  fail  to  be  gradually  formed  and  advanced  in  virtua. 

And  this  was  the  reason  why  he  forbade  thcni  to  trave' 
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abroad,  and  go  about  acquainting  tlieniselves  mth  foreign 
rules  of  morality,  the  habits  of  ill-educated  people,  and 
different  views  of  government.  Withal  he  banished  from 
Lacedaemon  all  strangers  who  would  not  give  a  very  good 
reason  for  their  coming  thither  ;  not  because  he  ^^•as  afraid 
lest  they  should  mform  themselves  of  and  imitate  his  manner 
of  government  (as  Thucydides  says),  or  learn  anything  to 
their  good ;  but  rather  lest  they  should  introduce  some- 
thing contrary  to  good  manners.  With  strange  people, 
strange  words  must  be  admitted;  these  novelties  produce 
novelties  in  thought ;  and  on  these  follow  views  and  feel- 
ings whose  discordant  character  destroys  the  harmony  of 
the  state.  He  was  as  careful  to  save  his  city  from  the 
infection  of  foreign  bad  habits,  as  men  usually  are  to  pre- 
vent the  introduction  of  a  pestilence. 

Hitherto,  I,  for  my  part,  see  no  sign  of  injustice  or  want 
of  equity  in  the  laws  of  Lycurgus,  though  some  who  admit 
them  to  be  well  contrived  to  make  good  soldiers,  pronounce 
them  defective  in  point  of  justice.  The  Cryptia,  perhaps 
(if  it  were  one  of  Lycurgus's  ordinances,  as  Aristotle  says 
it  was),  gave  both  him  and  Plato,  too,  this  opinion  alike  of 
the  lawgiver  and  his  government.  By  this  ordinance,  the 
magistrates  despatched  privately  some  of  the  ablest  of  the 
young  men  into  the  country,  from  time  to  time,  armed  only 
with  their  daggers,  and  taking  a  little  necessary  provision 
with  them  ;  in  the  daytime,  they  hid  themselves  in  out-of- 
the-way  places  and  there  lay  close,  but  in  the  night  issued 
out  into  the  highways,  and  killed  all  the  Helots  they  could 
light  upon  ;  sometimes  they  set  upon  them  by  day,  as  they 
were  at  work  in  the  fields,  and  murdered  them.  As,  also, 
Thucydides,  in  his  history  of  the  Peloponnesian  war,  tella 
us,  that  a  good  number  of  them,  after  being  singled  out  for 
their  bravery  by  the  Spartans,  garlanded,  as  enfranchised 
persons,  and  led  about  to  all  the  temples  in  token  of  honors, 
shortly  after  disappeared  all  of  a  sudden,  being  about  the 
number  of  two  thousand ;  and  no  man  either  then  or  since 
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could  c'vo  an  accimnt  how  llu-y  canit^  In'  tlieir  deaths 
And  Aristotle,  iu  particular,  lulds.  tliat  tlie  ephori,  so  soon 
as  they  wore  ontored  into  their  ofilco,  used  to  declare  war 
agaiii.-t  them,  tluit  they  might  1h;  massacred  without  a 
breach  of  religion.  It  is  confessed,  on  all  hands,  that  the 
Spartans  dealt  with  them  vci'y  hardly;  forit\\as  a  connnon 
tiling  to  force  them  to  drink  to  excess,  and  to  lead  them  in 
that  condition  into  their  public  halls,  that  the  children 
might  see  what  a  sight  a  drunken  man  is :  they  made  them 
to  dance  low  dances,  and  sing  ridiculous  songs,  forbidding 
them  expi  essly  lo  meddle  with  any  of  a  better  kiud.  And 
accordingly,  when  the  Thebans  made  their  invasion  into 
Laconia,  and  took  a  great  number  of  the  Helots,  they  could 
by  no  means  persuade  them  to  sing  the  verses  of  Ter- 
pander,  Alcman,  or  Spendon,  "For,"  said  they,  "the 
masters  do  not  like  it."  So  that  it  was  truly  observed  by 
one,  that  in  Sparta  lie  who  was  free  was  most  so,  and  he 
that  was  a  slave  there,  the  greatest  slave  in  the  world. 
For  my  part,  I  am  of  opinion  that  these  outrages  and 
cruelties  began  to  be  exercised  in  Sparta  at  a  later  time, 
especially  after  the  great  earthquake,  when  the  Helots 
made  a  general  insuri'ection,  and,  joining  with  the  j\Ies- 
senians,  laid  the  country  waste,  and  brought  the  greatest 
danger  upon  the  city.  For  I  cannot  persuade  myself  to 
ascribe  to  Lycurgus  so  wicked  and  barbarous  a  course, 
judging  of  him  from  the  gentleness  of  his  disposition  and 
justice  upon  all  other  occasions;  to  which  the  oracle  also 
testified. 

When  he  perceived  that  his  more  important  institutions 
had  taken  root  in  the  minds  of  his  countrymen,  that  custom 
had  rendered  them  familiar  and  easy,  that  his  commonwealth 
was  now  grown  up  and  able  to  go  alone,  then,  as  Plato  some- 
where tells  us,  the  Maker  of  the  world,  when  first  he  saw  it 
existing  and  beginning  its  motion,  felt  joy,  even  so  Lycurgus, 
viewing  witli  joy  and  satisfaction  the  greatness  and  beauty  ol 
his  political  structure,  now  fairly  at  work  and  in  motion,  con 
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eeived  the  thought  to  make  it  immortal  too,  and,  as  far  as 
human  forecast  could  reach,  to  deliver  it  down  unchangeable 
to  posterity.  He  called  an  extraordinary  assembly  of  all  the 
peoi)le,  and  told  them  that  he  now  thought  everything  reason- 
ably well  established,  both  for  the  happiness  and  the  virtue  of 
the  state ;  but  that  there  was  one  thing  still  behind,  of  the 
greatest  importance,  which  he  thought  not  lit  to  impart  until 
lie  had  consulted  tlie  oracle ;  in  the  mean  time,  his  desire 
Tvas  that  they  would  observe  the  laws  witliout  any  the  least 
alteration  until  his  return,  and  then  he  woulil  do  as  the  god 
siiould  direct  hini.  They  all  consented  readily,  and  bade 
him  hasten  his  journey  ;  but,  before  he  departed,  he 
administered  an  oath  to  the  two  kings,  the  senate,  and  the 
whole  commons,  to  abide  by  and  maintain  the  established 
form  of  the  polity  until  Lycurgus  should  be  come  back.  This 
done,  he  set  out  for  Delphi,  and,  having  sacrificed  to  Apollo, 
asked  him  whether  the  laws  he  had  established  were  good, 
and  sufficient  for  a  people's  happiness  and  virtue.  The 
oracle  answered  that  the  laws  were  excellent,  and  that  the 
people,  while  it  observed  them,  should  live  in  tlie  height 
of  renown.  Lycurgus  took  the  oracle  in  writing,  and  sent 
it  over  to  Sparta;  and,  having  sacrificed  the  second  time 
to  Apollo,  and  taken  leave  of  his  friends  and  his  son,  he 
resolved  that  the  Spartans  should  not  be  released  from  the 
oath  they  had  taken,  and  that  he  AA  Ould,  of  his  own  act, 
close  his  life  where  he  was.  He  was  now  about  that 
age  in  which  life  was  still  tolerable,  and  yet  might  be 
quitted  without  regret.  Everything,  moreover,  about  him 
was  in  a  sufficiently  prosperous  condition.  lie  tlierefore 
made  an  end  of  himself  by  a  total  abstinence  from  food, 
thinking  it  a  statesman's  duty  to  make  his  very  death,  if 
possible,  an  act  of  service  to  the  state,  and  even  in  the  end 
of  his  life  to  give  some  example  of  virtue  and  effect  some 
useful  purpose.  He  would,  on  the  one  hand,  crown  and 
consummate  his  own  hai^piness  by  a  death  suitable  to  so 
honorable  a  life,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  would  secure  *o 
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his  countrymen  the  enjoyment  of  the  advantages  he  had 
spent  his  life  in  obtaining  for  them,  since  they  liad  solemnly 
sworn  the  maintenance  of  his  institutions  until  his  retura 
Nor  was  he  deceived  in  his  expectations,  for  the  city  of 
Lacedsemon  continued  the  chief  city  of  all  Greece  for  the 
space  of  five  hundred  years,  in  strict  observance  of  Lycur- 
gus's  laws  ;  in  all  wliich  time  there  was  no  manner  of 
alteration  made,  during  tlie  reign  of  fourteen  kings  down 
to  the  time  of  Agis,  the  son  of  Arcliidamus.  For  the  new 
creation  of  the  ephori,  though  thought  to  be  in  favor  of  the 
people,  was  so  far  from  diminishing,  that  it  very  nuich 
heightened,  the  aristocratical  character  of  the  government. 

In  the  time  of  Agis,  gold  and  silver  first  flowed  into 
Sparta,  and  with  them  all  those  mischiefs  which  attend  the 
immoderate  desire  of  riches.  Lysander  promoted  this  dis- 
order ;  for  by  bringing  in  rich  spoils  from  the  wars,  although 
himself  incorrupt,  he  yet  by  this  means  filled  his  country 
with  avarice  and  luxury,  and  sul^verted  the  laws  and 
ordinances  of  Lycurgus  ;  so  long  as  which  were  in  force, 
the  aspect  presented  by  Sparta  was  rather  that  of  a  rule 
of  life  followed  by  one  wise  and  temperate  man,  than  of 
the  political  government  of  a  nation.  And  as  the  poets 
feign  of  Hercules,  that,  with  his  lion's  skin  and  his  club,  he 
went  over  the  world,  punishing  lawless  and  cruel  tyrants, 
so  may  it  be  said  of  the  Lacedaemonians,  that,  with  a  com- 
mon staff  and  a  coarse  coat,  they  gained  the  willing  and 
joyful  obedience  of  Greece,  through  whose  whole  extent 
they  suppressed  unjust  usurpations  and  despotisms,  arbi- 
trated in  war,  and  composed  civil  dissensions ;  and  this 
often  without  so  much  as  taking  down  one  buckler,  but 
barely  by  sending  some  one  single  deputy  to  whose  direction 
all  at  once  submitted,  like  bees  swarming  and  taking  their 
places  around  their  prince.  Such  a  fund  of  order  and 
equity,  enough  and  to  spare  for  others,  existed  in  their  state. 

And  therefore  I  cannot  but  wonder  at  those  who  say  that 
the  Spartans  were  good  subjects,  but  bad  governors,  and 
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for  proof  of  j>  allege  a  saying  of  king  Theoponipus,  who 
when  on«.  said  that  Sparta  held  up  so  long  because  their 
kings  could  command  so  well,  replied,  "  Xay,  rather  because 
the  people  know  so  well  how  to  obey."  For  people  do  not 
obey,  unless  rulers  know  how  to  command ;  obedience  is  a 
lesson  taught  by  commanders,  A  true  leader  himself 
creates  the  obedience  of  his  own  followers ;  as  it  is  the  last 
attainment  in  the  art  of  riding  to  make  a  horse  gentle  and 
tractable,  so  is  it  of  the  science  of  government,  to  inspire 
men  with  a  willingness  to  obey.  The  Lacedaemonians 
inspire  men  not  with  a  mere  willingness,  but  with  an 
absolute  desire  to  be  their  subjects.  For  they  did  not  send 
petitions  to  them  for  ships  or  money,  or  a  supply  of  armed 
men,  but  only  for  a  Spartan  commander;  and,  having 
obtained  one,  used  him  with  honor  and  reverence;  so  the 
Sicilians  behaved  to  Gylippus,  the  Chalcidians  to  Brasidas, 
and  all  the  Greeks  in  Asia  to  Lysander,  Callicratidas,  and 
Agesilaus ;  they  styled  them  the  composers  and  chasteners 
of  each  people  or  prince  they  were  sent  to,  and  had  their 
eyes  always  fixed  upon  the  city  of  Sparta  itself,  as  the  per- 
fect model  of  good  manners  and  wise  government.  The 
rest  seemed  as  scholars,  they  the  masters  of  Greece ;  and 
to  this  Stratonicus  pleasantly  alluded,  when  in  jest  he  pre- 
tended to  make  a  law  that  the  Athenians  should  conduct 
religious  processions  and  the  mysteries,  the  Eleans  should 
preside  at  the  Olympic  games,  and,  if  either  did  amiss,  the 
Lacedaemonians  be  beaten.  Antisthenes,  too,  one  of  the 
scholars  of  Socrates,  said,  in  earnest,  of  the  Thebans,  when 
they  were  elated  by  their  victory  at  Leuctra,  that  they 
looked  like  schoolboys  who  had  beaten  their  master. 

However,  it  was  not  the  design  of  Lycurgus  that  his  city 
should  govern  a  great  many  others ;  he  thought  rather  that 
the  happiness  of  a  state,  as  a  private  man,  consisted  chiefly 
in  the  exercise  of  virtue,  and  in  the  concord  of  the  inhabit- 
ants ;  his  aim,  therefore,  in  all  his  arrangements,  was  to 
make  and  keen  tliem  free-inhided,  self-dependent,  and  tern 
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perate.  And  therefore  all  those  who  have  written  well  on 
poliLics,  as  Plato,  Diogenes,  and  Zeno,  have  taken  Lycur- 
gus  for  their  model,  leaving  behind  them,  however,  mere 
projects  and  words;  \\liereas  Lycurgus  was  the  author,  not 
in  writing  but  in  reality,  of  a  government  which  none  else 
lould  so  much  as  copy;  and  while  men  in  general  have 
treated  the  individual  philosophic  character  as  unattain- 
able, he,  by  the  example  of  a  complete  philosophic  state, 
raised  himself  high  above  all  other  lawgivers  of  Greece 
And  so  Aristotle  says  they  did  him  less  honor  at  Lacedte- 
mon  after  his  death  than  he  deserved,  although  he  has  a 
temple  there,  and  they  offer  sacrifices  yearly  to  liim  as  to 
a  god. 

It  is  reported  that  when  his  bones  were  brought  home  to 
Sparta  his  tomb  was  struck  with  lightning,  an  accident 
which  befell  no  eminent  person  but  himself  and  Euripides, 
who  was  buried  at  Ai'ethusa  in  Macedonia;  and  it  may 
serve  that  poet's  admirers  as  a  testimony  in  his  favor,  that 
he  had  in  this  the  same  fate  with  that  holy  man  and  favorite 
of  the  gods.  Some  say  Lycurgus  died  in  Cirrha ;  Apollo- 
themis  says,  after  he  had  come  to  Elis ;  Timseus  and  Aris- 
toxenus,  that  he  ended  his  life  in  Ci'ete ;  Aristoxenus  adds 
that  his  tomb  is  shown  by  the  Cretans  in  the  district  o' 
Pergamus,  near  the  strangers'  road.  He  left  an  only  son, 
Antiorus,  on  whose  death  without  issue  his  family  became 
extinct.  But  his  relations  and  friends  kept  up  an  annuiii 
commemoration  of  him  down  to  a  long  time  after ;  and  the 
days  ot  the  meeting  were  called  Lycurgides.  Aristoorates, 
the  son  of  Ilipparchus,  says  that  he  died  in  Crete,  and  that 
hiS  Cretan  friends,  in  accordance  with  his  own  request, 
Wiien  they  had  burned  his  body,  scattered  the  ashes  into 
the  sea ;  for  fear  lest,  if  his  relics  should  be  transported  to 
Lacedpenion,  the  people  might  pretend  to  be  released  from 
their  oaths,  and  make  innovations  in  the  govermnent 
Thus  much  may  suffice  for  the  life  and  actions  of  Ly 
curgus. 
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Though  the  pedigrees  of  --oble  families  of  l?ome  go  back 
m  exact  form  as  far  as  Xuma  Pompilius,  ye'",  there  is  great 
diversity  amongst  historians  concerning  the  time  in  which 
he  reigned ;  a  certain  writer  called  Clodius,  in  a  book  of 
his  entitled  Strictures  on  Chronology,  avers  that  the  ancient 
registers  of  Rome  were  lost  when  the  city  was  sacked  by 
the  Gauls,  and  that  those  which  are  now  extant  were  coun- 
terfeited,  to  flatter  and  serve  tlie  humor  of  some  men  who 
wished  to  have  themselves  derived  from  some  ancient  and 
noble  lineage,  though  in  reality  with  no  claim  to  it.  And 
though  it  be  commonly  reported  tliat  Xuma  was  a  scholar 
and  a  familiar  acquaintance  of  Pythagoras,  yet  it  is  again 
contradicted  by  others,  who  affirm  that  he  was  acquainted 
with  neither  the  Greek  language  nor  learning,  and  that  he 
was  a  person  of  that  natural  talei^t  and  ability  as  of  him- 
self to  attain  to  virtue,  or  else  that  he  found  some  bar- 
barian^ instructor  superior  to  Pythagoras.  Some  affirm, 
also,  that  Pythagoras  was  not  contemporary  with  Xuma, 
but  lived  at  least  five  generations  after  him  ;  and  that  some 
other  Pythagoras,  a  n;  five  of  Spaita,  who,  in  the  sixteenth 
Olympiad,  in  the  third  year  of  which  Xuma  became  king, 
won  a  prize  at  the  Olympic  race,  might,  in  his  travel 
through  Italy,  have  gained  acquaintance  with  Xuma,  and 
assisted  him  in  the  constitution  of  his  kingdom  ;  whence  it 
comes  that  many  Laconian  laws  and.  customs  appear 
amongst  the  Roman  institutions.  Yet,  in  any  case,  X""uma 
was  descended  of  the  Sabines,  who  declare  themselves  to 
be  a  colony  of  the  Lacedaemonians.  And  chronology,  in 
general,  is  uncertain ;  especially  when  fixed  by  the  lists  of 
victors  in  the  Olympic  games,  which  were  published  at  a 
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Jate  period  by  Hippias  the  Elean,  and  rest  on  no  positive 
authority.  Commencing,  however,  at  a  convenient  point, 
we  will  proceed  to  give  the  most  noticeable  events  that  are 
recorded  of  the  life  of  Numa. 

It  was  the  thirty-seventh  year,  counted  from  the  founda- 
tion of  Rome,  when  Romulus,  then  reigning,  did,  on  the 
fifth  day  of  the  month  of  July,  called  the  Caprotine  Nones, 
offer  a  public  sacrifice  at  the  Goat's  Marsh,  in  presence  of 
tlie  senate  and  people  of  Rome.  Suddenly  the  sky  was 
darkened,  a  thick  cloud  of  storm  and  rain  settled  on  the 
earth ;  the  common  people  fled  in  affright,  and  were  dis- 
persed ;  and  in  this  whirlwind  Romulus  disappeared,  his 
body  being  never  found  either  living  or  dead.  A  foul  sus- 
picion  presently  attached  to  the  patricians,  and  rumors 
were  current  among  the  people  as  if  that  they,  weary  of 
kingly  government,  and  exasperated  of  late  by  the  imperi- 
ous deportment  of  Romulus  towards  them,  had  plotted 
against  his  life  and  made  him  away,  that  so  they  might 
assume  the  authority  and  government  into  their  own 
hands.  This  suspicion  they  sought  to  turn  aside  by  de- 
creeing divine  honors  to  Romulus,  as  to  one  not  dead  hut 
translated  to  a  higher  condition.  And  Proculus,  a  man  of 
note,  took  oath  that  he  saw  Romulus  caught  up  into  heaven 
in  his  arms  and  vestments,  and  heard  him,  as  he  ascended, 
cry  out  that  they  should  hereafter  style  him  by  the  name 
of  Quirinus. 

This  trouble,  being  appeased,  was  followed  by  another, 
about  the  election  of  a  new  king ;  for  the  minds  of  the 
original  Romans  and  the  new  inhabitants  were  not  as  yet 
grown  into  that  perfect  unity  of  temper,  but  that  there 
were  diversities  of  factions  amongst  the  commonalty,  and 
jealousies  and  emulations  amongst  the  senators;  for 
though  all  agreed  that  it  was  necessary  to  have  a  king,  yet 
what  person  or  of  which  nation  was  matter  of  dispute, 
For  those  who  had  been  builders  of  the  city  with  Romulus, 
and  had  already  yielded  a  share  of  their  lands  and  dw  ell- 
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Ings  to  the  Sabines,  were  indignant  at  any  pretension  on 
their  part  to  rule  over  their  benefactors.  On  the  other 
side,  the  Sabines  could  plausibly  allege,  that,  at  their  king 
Tatius's  decease,  they  had  peaceably  submitted  to  the  sole 
command  of  Romulus  ;  so  now  their  turn  was  come  to  have 
a  king  chosen  out  of  their  own  nation ;  nor  did  they  esteem 
themselves  to  have  combined  with  the  Romans  as  inferiors, 
nor  to  have  contributed  less  than  they  to  the  increase  of 
Rome,  which,  without  their  numbers  and  association,  could 
scarcely  have  merited  the  name  of  a  city. 

Thus  did  both  parties  argue  and  dispute  their  cause; 
but  lest  meanwhile  discord,  in  the  absence  of  all  command, 
should  occasion  general  confusion,  it  was  agreed  that  the 
hundred  and  fifty  senators  should  interchangeably  execute 
the  oflBce  of  supreme  magistrate,  and  each  in  succession, 
with  the  ensigns  of  royalty,  should  offer  the  solemn  sacri- 
fices and  despatch  public  business  for  the  space  of  six  hours 
by  day  and  six  by  night ;  which  vicissitude  and  equal  dis- 
tribution of  power  would  preclude  all  rivalry  amongst  the 
senators  and  envy  from  the  people,  when  they  should 
behold  one,  elevated  to  the  degree  of  a  king,  levelled  within 
the  space  of  a  day  to  the  condition  of  a  private  citizen. 
This  form  of  government  is  termed,  by  the  Romans,  inter- 
regnum, Xor  yet  could  they,  by  this  plausible  and  modest 
way  of  rule,  escape  suspicion  and  clamor  of  the  vulgar,  as 
though  they  were  changing  the  form  of  government  to  an 
oligarchy,  and  designing  to  keep  the  supreme  power  in  a 
sort  of  wardship  vmder  themselves,  without  ever  proceed- 
ing to  choose  a  king.  Both  parties  came  at  length  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  one  should  choose  a  king  out  of  the 
body  of  the  other ;  the  Romans  make  choice  of  a  Sabine, 
or  the  Sabines  name  a  Roman ;  this  was  esteemed  the  best 
expedient  to  put  an  end  to  all  party  spirit,  and  the  prince 
who  should  be  chosen  would  have  an  equal  affection  to  the 
one  parly  as  his  electors  and  to  the  other  as  his  kinainen. 
The  Sabines  remitted  the  choice  to  the  original  RomanSj 
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and  they,  too,  on  their  part,  were  more  inclinable  to  receive 
a  Sabine  king  elected  by  themselves  than  to  see  a  Roman 
exalted  by  the  Sabines.  Consultations  being  accordingly 
held,  they  named  Xuma  Pompilius,  of  the  Sabine  race,  a 
person  of  that  high  reputation  for  excellence,  that,  though 
he  were  not  actually  residing  at  Rome,  yet  he  was  no 
sooner  nominated  than  accepted  by  the  Sabines,  with 
acclamation  almost  greater  than  that  of  the  electors  them- 
selves. 

The  choice  being  declared  and  made  known  to  the 
people,  principal  men  of  both  parties  were  appointed  to 
visit  and  entreat  him,  that  he  would  accept  the  administra- 
tion of  the  government.  Numa  resided  at  a  famous  city  ol 
the  Sabines  called  Cures,  whence  the  Romans  and  Sabine* 
gave  themselves  the  joint  name  of  Quirites.  Pomponius, 
an  illustrious  person,  was  his  father,  and  he  the  youngest 
of  his  four  sons,  being  (as  it  had  been  divinely  ordered) 
born  on  the  twenty-first  day  of  April,  the  day  of  the  foun- 
dation of  Rome.  He  was  endued  with  a  soul  rarely 
tempered  by  nature,  and  disposed  to  virtue,  which  he  had 
yet  more  subdued  by  discipline,  a  severe  life,  and  the  study 
of  philosophy ;  means  which  had  not  only  succeeded  in 
expelling  the  baser  passions,  but  also  the  violent  and  rapa- 
cious temper  which  barbarians  are  apt  to  think  highly  of ; 
true  bravery,  in  his  judgment,  was  regarded  as  consisting 
in  the  subjugation  of  our  passions  by  reason. 

He  banished  all  luxury  and  softness  from  his  own  home, 
and  while  citizens  alike  and  strangers  found  in  him  an 
incorruptible  judge  and  counsellor,  in  piivate  he  devoted 
himself  not  to  amusement  or  lucre,  but  to  the  worship  of 
the  immortal  gods,  and  rational  contemplation  of  their 
divine  power  and  nature.  So  famous  was  he,  that  Tatius, 
the  colleague  of  Ronmlus,  chose  him  for  his  son-in-law,  and 
gave  him  his  only  daughter,  which,  however,  did  not  stimu- 
late his  vanity  to  desire  to  dwell  with  his  father-in-law 
at  Rome ;  he  rather  chose  to  inhabit  with  his  Sabines, 
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nnd  cherish  his  own  fatlier  in  his  old  age  ;  and  Tatia,  also, 
preferred  the  private  condition  of  her  husband  before  the 
honors  and  splendor  she  might  have  enjoyed  with  her 
father.  She  is  said  to  have  died  after  she  had  been  mar- 
ried thirteen  years,  and  then  Xuma,  leaving  the  conversa- 
tion of  the  town,  betook  himself  to  a  country  life,  and  in  a 
solitary  manner  frequented  the  groves  and  fields  conse- 
crated to  the  gods,  passing  his  life  in  desert  places.  And 
this  in  particular  gave  occasion  to  the  story  about  the  god- 
dess, namely,  that  Numa  did  not  retire  from  human  society 
out  of  any  melancholy  or  disorder  of  mind,  but  because  he 
had  tasted  the  joys  of  more  elevated  intercourse,  and, 
admitted  to  celestial  wedlock  in  the  love  and  converse  of 
the  goddess  Egeria,  had  attained  to  blessedness,  and  to  a 
divine  wisdom. 

The  story  evidently  resembles  those  very  ancient  fables 
which  the  Phrygians  have  received  and  still  recount  of 
Attis,  the  Bithynians  of  Herodotus,  the  .Vrcadians  of  Endy- 
mion,  not  to  mention  several  others  who  were  thought 
blessed  and  beloved  of  the  gods ;  nor  does  it  seem  strange 
if  God,  a  lover,  not  of  horses  or  birds,  but  men,  should  not 
disdain  to  dwell  with  the  virtuous  and  converse  \\ix\\  the 
wise  and  temperate  soul,  though  it  be  altogether  hard, 
indeed,  to  believe,  that  any  god  or  daemon  is  capable  of  a 
sensual  or  bodily  love  and  passion  for  any  Iiuman  form  or 
beauty.  Though,  indeed,  the  wise  E^-yptiaiis  do  not  plaus- 
ibly make  the  distinction,  that  it  may  be  possible  for  a 
divine  spirit  so  to  apply  itself  to  the  nature  of  a  woman,  as 
to  imbreed  in  her  the  first  beginnings  of  generation,  while 
on  the  other  side  tliey  conclude  it  impossible  for  the  male 
kind  to  have  any  intercourse  or  mixture  by  the  body  with 
any  divinity,  not  considering,  ho^vever,  that  what  takes 
place  on  the  one  side  must  also  take  place  on  the  other; 
intermixture,  by  force  of  terms,  is  reciprocal.  Not  that  it 
is  ntherA\'ise  than  befitting  to  suppose  that  the  gods  feel 
towards  nieu  affection,  and  love,  in  the  sense  of  affection, 
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and  in  the  form  of  care  and  solicitude  for  their  virtue  and 
their  good  dispositions.  And,  therefore,  it  was  no  error  o| 
those  who  feigned  that  Phorbas,  Hyacinthus,  and  Admetus 
were  beloved  by  Apollo  ;  or  that  Hippolytus  the  Sicyonian 
was  so  much  in  his  favor,  that,  as  often  as  he  sailed  from 
Sicyon  to  Cirrha,  the  Pythian  prophetess  uttered  this 
heroic  verse,  expressive  of  the  god's  attention  and  joy: 

Now  doth  Hippolytus  return  again, 
And  venture  his  dear  life  upon  the  main. 

It  is  reported,  also,  that  Pan  became  enamored  of  Pindar 
for  his  verses,  and  the  divine  .power  rendered  honor  to 
Hesiod  and  Archilochus  after  their  death  for  the  sake  of 
the  Muses  ;  there  is  a  statement,  also,  that  ^seulapius  so- 
journed with  Sophocles  in  his  lifetime,  of  which  many 
proofs  still  exist,  and  that,  when  he  was  dead,  another 
deity  took  care  for  his  funeral  rites.  And  so  if  any  credit 
may  be  given  to  these  instances,  why  should  we  judge  it 
incongruous,  that  a  like  spirit  of  the  gods  should  visit 
Zaleucus,  Minos,  Zoroaster,  Lycurgus,  and  Numa,  the  con- 
trollers  of  kingdoms,  and  the  legislators  for  common- 
wealths ?  Nay,  it  may  be  reasonable  to  believe,  that  the 
gods,  with  a  serious  purpose,  assist  at  the  councils  and 
serious  debates  of  such  men,  to  inspire  and  direct  them ; 
and  visit  poets  and  musicians,  if  at  all,  in  their  more  sport- 
ive moods ;  but,  for  difference  of  opinion  here,  as  Bacchy- 
lides  said,  "  the  road  is  broad."  For  there  is  no  absurdity 
in  the  account  also  given,  that  Lycurgus  and  Numa,  and 
other  famous  lawgivers,  having  the  task  of  subduing  per- 
verse and  refractory  multitudes,  and  of  introducing  gi'eat 
innovations,  themselves  made  this  pretension  to  divine 
authority,  which,  if  not  ti'ue,  assuredly  was  expedient  for 
the  interests  of  those  it  imposed  upon. 

Numa  was  about  forty  years  of  age  when  the  ambassa- 
dors came  to  make  him  offers  of  the  kingdom  ;  the  speakers 
were  Proculus  and  Velesus,  one  or  other  of  whom  it  had 
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been  thought  the  people  would  elect  as  their  new  king ; 
the  original  Romans  being  for  Proculus,  and  the  Sabines 
for  Yelesus.  Their  speech  was  very  short,  supposing  that, 
when  they  came  to  tender  a  kingdom,  there  needed  little 
to  persuade  to  an  acceptance ;  but,  contrary  to  their  expec- 
tations, they  found  that  they  had  to  use  many  reasons  and 
entreaties  to  induce  one,  that  lived  in  peace  and  quietness, 
to  accept  the  government  of  a  city  whose  foundation  and 
increase  had  been  made,  in  a  manner,  in  war.  In  presence 
of  his  father  and  his  kinsman  Marcius,  he  returned  answer 
that  Every  alteration  of  a  man's  life  is  dangerous  to 
him  ;  but  madness  only  could  induce  one  who  needs  noth 
ing,  and  is  satisfied  witli  everything,  to  quit  a  life  he  is 
accustomed  to ;  which,  whatever  else  it  is  deficient  in,  at 
any  rate  has  the  advantage  of  certainty  over  one  wholly 
doubtful  and  unknown.  Though,  indeed,  the  difficulties  of 
this  government  cannot  even  be  called  unknown  ;  Romulus, 
who  first  held  it,  did  not  escape  the  suspicion  of  having 
plotted  against  the  life  of  his  colleague  Tatius ;  nor  the 
senate  the  like  accusation,  of  having  treasonably  murdered 
Romulus.  Yet  Romulus  had  the  advantage  to  be  thought 
divinely  born  and  mii'aculously  preserved  and  nurtured. 
My  birth  was  mortal ;  I  was  reared  and  instructed  by  men 
that  are  known  to  you.  The  very  points  of  my  character 
that  are  most  commended  n^ark  me  as  unfit  to  reign, — love 
of  retirement  and  of  studies  inconsistent  with  business,  a 
passion  that  has  become  inveterate  in  me  for  peace,  for  un- 
warlike  occupations,  and  for  the  society  of  men  whose 
meetings  are  but  those  of  worship  and  of  kindly  intercourse, 
whose  lives  in  general  are  spent  upon  their  farms  and  their 
pastures.  I  should  but  be,  raethinks,  a  laughing-stock, 
while  I  should  go  about  to  inculcate  the  worship  of  the 
gods  and  give  lessons  m  the  love  of  justice  and  the  ab- 
horrence of  violence  and  war,  to  a  city  whose  needs  are 
rather  for  a  captain  than  for  a  king." 
The  Romans,  perceiving  by  these  words  that  he  was  de> 
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dining  to  accept  the  kingdom,  were  tlio  more  instant  and 
urgent  witli  him  that  he  would  not  foisake  and  desert 
them  in  this  condition,  and  suffer  tlieni  to  relapse,  as  tliey 
must,  into  their  former  sedition  and  civil  discord,  tliere 
being  no  person  on  whom  both  parties  could  accord  but  on 
himself.  And,  at  length,  his  father  and  Marcius,  taking 
him  r.side,  per;-^uaded  him  to  accept  a  gift  so  noble  in  itself, 
and  tendered  to  him  rather  from  heaven  than  from  men. 
"Though,"  said  they,  "you  neither  desire  riches,  being 
content  with  what  you  have,  nor  court  the  fame  of  authority, 
as  having  already  the  more  valuable  fame  of  virtue,  yet 
you  will  consider  that  government  itself  is  a  service  of 
God,  who  now  calls  out  into  action  your  qualities  of  justice 
and  wisdom,  which  were  not  meant  to  be  left  useless  and 
unemployed.  Cease,  therefore,  to  avoid  and  turn  your 
back  upon  an  ofBce  which,  to  a  wise  man,  is  a  field  for 
great  and  honorable  actions,  for  the  magnificent  worship 
of  the  gods,  and  for  the  introduction  of  habits  of  piety, 
which  authority  alone  can  effect  amongst  a  people.  Tatius, 
though  a  foreigner,  was  beloved,  and  the  memory  of 
Romulus  has  received  divine  honors  ;  and  who  knows  but 
that  this  people,  being  victorious,  may  be  satiated  with 
war,  and,  content  with  the  trophies  and  spoils  they  have 
acquired,  may  be,  above  all  things,  desirous  to  have  a 
pacific  and  justice-loving  prince  to  lead  them  to  good  ordei 
and  quiet  ?  But  if,  indeed,  their  desires  are  uncontrollably 
and  madly  set  on  war,  were  it  not  better,  then,  to  have  tlie 
reins  held  by  such  a  moderating  hand  as  is  able  to  divert 
the  fury  another  way,  and  that  your  native  city  and  the 
whole  Sabine  nation  should  possess  in  you  a  bond  of 
good-will  and  friendship  with  this  young  and  growing 
power  ?  " 

With  these  reasons  and  persuasions  several  auspicious 
omens  are  said  to  have  concurred,  and  the  zeal,  also,  of  his 
fellow-citizens,  who,  on  understanding  what  message  the 
Roman  ambassadors  had  brought  him,  entreated  him  to 
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accompany  them,  and  to  accept  the  kingdom  as  a  means  to 
unanimity  and  concord  between  the  nations. 

Numa,  yielding  to  tliese  inducements,  having  first  per- 
formed  divine  sacrifice,  proceeded  to  Rome,  being  met  in 
his  way  by  tlie  senate  and  people,  who,  with  an  impatient 
desire,  came  forth  to  receive  him ;  the  Avomen,  also,  wel- 
comed him  with  joyful  acclamations,  and  sacrifices  were 
offered  for  him  in  all  the  temples,  and  so  universal  was  the 
joy,  that  they  seemed  to  be  receiving,  not  a  new  king,  bat 
a  new  kingdom.  In  this  manner  he  descended  into  the 
forum,  where  Spurius  Vettius,  whose  turn  it  was  to  be  in- 
terrex  at  that  hour,  put  it  to  the  vote ;  and  all  declared 
him  king.  Then  the  regalities  and  robes  of  authority  were 
brought  to  him  ;  but  he  refused  to  be  invested  with  them 
until  he  had  first  consulted  and  been  confirmed  by  the  gods ; 
so  being  accompanied  by  the  priests  and  augurs,  he  ascended 
the  Capitol,  which  at  that  time  the  Romans  called  the 
Tarpeian  Ilill.  Then  the  chief  of  the  augurs  covered  Numa's 
head,  and  turned  his  face  towards  the  south,  and,  standing 
behind  him,  laid  his  right  hand  on  his  head,  and  prayed, 
turning  his  eyes  every  way,  in  expectation  of  some  auspi- 
cious signal  from  the  gods.  It  was  wonderful,  m  antime, 
with  what  silence  and  devotion  the  multitude  stood  as- 
sembled in  the  forum,  in  similar  expectation  and  suspense, 
till  auspicious  birds  appeared  and  passed  on  the  right. 
Then  Xuma,  apparelling  himself  in  his  royal  robes,  de- 
scended from  tlie  liill  to  the  people,  by  whom  he  was 
received  and  ccnigratulated  with  sliouts  and  acclamations 
of  welcome,  as  a  holy  king,  and  beloved  of  all  the  gods. 

The  first  thing  he  did  at  his  entrance  into  government 
was  to  dismiss  the  band  of  three  hundred  men  which  had 
been  Romulus's  life-guard,  called  by  him  Celeres,  saying 
that  he  would  not  distrust  those  who  put  confidence  in 
him ;  nor  rule  over  a  people  that  distrusted  him.  The  next 
thing  he  did  was  to  add  to  the  two  priests  of  Jupiter  and  Marg 
a  third,  in  honor  of  Romulus,  whom  he  called  the  Flamen 
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Quirinalis.  The  Romans  anciently  called  their  priests 
Flamines,  by  corruption  of  the  word  Pilamines,  from  a 
certain  cap  which  they  wore,  called  Pileus.  In  those  times 
Greek  words  were  more  mixed  with  the  Latin  than  at  pres. 
ent ;  thus  also  the  royal  robe,  which  is  called  Lsena,  Juba 
says,  is  the  same  as  the  Greek  Chlsena ;  and  that  the  name 
of  Camillus,  given  to  the  boy  with  both  his  parents  living, 
who  serves  in  the  temple  of  Jupiter,  was  taken  from  the 
name  given  by  some  Greeks  to  Mercury,  denoting  his  office 
of  attendance  on  the  gods. 

When  Nuraa  had,  by  such  measures,  won  the  favor  and 
affection  of  the  people,  he  set  himself  without  delay  to  the 
task  of  bringing  the  hard  and  iron  Roman  temper  to  some- 
what more  of  gentleness  and  equity.  Plato's  expression  of 
a  city  in  high  fever  was  never  more  applicable  than  to 
Rome  at  that  time  ;  in  its  origin  formed  by  daring  and  war- 
like  spirits,  whom  bold  and  desperate  adventure  brought 
thither  from  every  quarter,  it  had  found  in  perpetual  wars 
and  incursions  on  its  neighbors  its  after  sustenance  and 
means  of  growth,  and  in  conflict  with  danger  the  source  of 
new  strength  ;  like  piles,  which  the  blows  of  the  hammer 
serve  to  Ix  into  the  ground.  Wherefore  Numa,  judging  it 
no  slight  undertaking  to  mollify  and  bend  to  peace  the  pre- 
sumptuous and  stubborn  spirits  of  this  people,  began  to 
operate  upon  them  with  the  sanctions  of  religion.  He 
sacrificed  often  and  used  processions  and  religious  dances, 
in  which  most  commonly  he  officiated  in  person ;  by  such 
combinations  of  solemnity  with  refined  and  humanizing 
pleasures,  seeking  to  win  over  and  mitigate  their  fiery  and 
warlike  tempers.  At  times,  also,  he  filled  their  imagi- 
nations with  religious  terrors,  professing  that  strange  appa- 
ritions had  been  seen,  and  dreadful  voices  heard;  thus 
subduing  and  humbling  their  minds  by  a  sense  of  super- 
natural fears. 

This  method  which  Numa  used  made  it  believed  that  he 
aad  been  much  conversant  with  Pythagoras;  for  in  the 
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philosophy  of  the  one,  as  in  the  policy  of  the  other,  man's 
relations  to  the  deity  occupy  a  great  place.  It  is  said,  also, 
that  the  solemnity  of  his  exterior  garb  and  gestures  was 
adopted  by  him  from  the  same  feeling  with  Pythagoras. 
For  it  is  said  of  Pythagoras,  that  he  had  taught  an  eagle  to 
come  at  his  call,  and  stoop  down  to  him  in  his  flight ;  and 
that,  as  he  passed  among  the  people  assembled  at  the 
Olympic  games,  he  showed  them  his  golden  thigh ;  besides 
many  other  strange  and  miraculous  seeming  practices,  on 
which  Timon  the  Philasian  wrote  the  distich, — 

Who,  ot  the  glory  of  a  juggler  proud, . 
With  solemn  talk  imposed  upon  the  crowd. 

In  like  manner  Xuma  spoke  of  a  certain  goddess  or  mount- 
ain nymph  that  was  in  love  with  him,  and  met  him  in  se- 
cret, as  before  related  ;  and  professed  that  he  entertained 
familiar  conversation  with  the  ]\Iu.ses,  to  whose  teaching  he 
ascribed  the  greatest  part  of  his  revelations ;  and  amongst 
them,  above  all,  he  recommended  to  the  veneration  of  the 
Romans  one  in  particular,  whom  he  named  Tacita,  the 
silent;  which  he  did  perhaps  in  imitation  and  honor  of  the 
Pythagorean  silence.  His  opinion,  also,  of  images  is  very 
agreeable  to  the  doctrine  of  Pyth:igoras ;  who  conceived  of 
the  first  principle  of  being  as  transcending  sense  and  pas- 
sion, invisible  and  incorrupt,  and  only  to  be  apprehended  by 
abstract  intelligence.  So  Xuma  forbade  the  Romans  to 
represent  God  in  the  form  of  man  or  beast,  nor  was  there 
any  painted  or  graven  image  of  a  deity  admitted  amongst 
them  for  the  space  of  the  first  hundred  and  seventy  years, 
all  which  time  their  temples  and  chapels  were  kept  free  and 
pure  from  images ;  to  such  baser  objects  they  deemed  it 
impious  to  liken  the  highest,  and  all  access  to  God  impos- 
sible, except  by  the  pure  act  of  the  intellect.  His  sacri- 
fices, also,  had  great  similitude  to  the  ceremonial  of  Pytha- 
goras, for  they  were  not  celebrated  with  effusion  of  blood, 
but  consisted  of  flour,  wine,  and  the  least  costlj'  offerings. 
Other  external  proofs,  too,  are  urged  to  show  tht  connec- 
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tion  ?vuma  had  Avith  Pythagoras.  The  comic  writer  Epi 
charmus,  an  ancient  autlior,  and  of  the  school  of  Pytha- 
goras,  in  a  book  of  liis  dedicated  to  Antenor,  records  that 
Pythagoras  Mas  made  a  freeman  of  liome.  Again,  Xuiim 
gave  to  one  of  his  four  sons  the  name  of  INIamercus,  which 
was  the  name  of  one  of  the  sons  of  Pythagoras ;  from 
whence,  as  tliey  say,  sprang  tliat  ancient  patrician  family  of 
the  iEmilii,  for  tliat  the  king  gave  liim  in  sport  the  surname 
of  iEmilius,  for  liis  engaging  and  graceful  manner  in  speak- 
ing. I  remember,  too,  that  when  I  was  at  Rome,  I  heard 
many  say,  that,  when  the  oracle  directed  two  statues  to  be 
raised,  one  to  the  wisest  and  another  to  the  most  valiant 
man  in  Greece,  they  erected  two  of  brass,  one  representing 
Alcibiades,  and  the  other  Pythagoras. 

But  to  pass  by  these  matters,  which  are  full  of  uncertainty 
and  not  so  important  as  to  be  worth  our  time  to  insist  on 
them,  the  original  constitution  of  the  priests,  called  Ponti- 
fices,  is  ascribed  unto  Xuma,  and  he  himself  was,  it  is  said, 
the  first  of  them  ;  and  that  they  have  the  name  of  Ponti- 
flces  from  potens,  powerful,  because  they  attend  the  service 
of  the  gods,  who  have  power  and  command  overall.  Others 
make  the  word  refer  to  exceptions  of  impossible  cases ;  the 
priests  were  to  perform  all  the  duties  possible  to  them ;  if 
anything  lay  beyond  their  power,  the  exception  was  not 
to  be  cavilled  at.  The  most  common  ophiion  is  the  most 
absui  d,  which  derives  this  word  from  ^jo;is,  and  assigns  the 
priests  the  title  of  bridge-makers.  The  sacrifices  performed 
on  the  bridge  were  amongst  the  most  sacred  and  ancient, 
and  the  keeping  and  repairing  of  the  bridge  attached,  like 
any  other  public  sacred  office,  to  the  priesthood.  It  was 
accounted  not  simply  unlawful,  but  a  positive  sacrilege,  to 
pull  down  the  wooden  bridge  ;  which  moreover  is  said,  in 
obedience  to  an  oracle,  to  have  been  built  entirely  of  timber 
and  fastened  with  wooden  pins,  without  nails  or  ci-amps  di 
iron.  Tlie  stone  bridge  was  built  a  very  long  time  after 
when  yEmilius  was  quaestor,  and  they  do,  indeed,  say  also 
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rr.at  the  wooden  bridge  was  not  so  old  as  Numa's  time,  but 
was  finished  by  Ancus  Marcius,  when  he  was  king,  who 
was  the  grandson  of  Xuma  by  his  daughter. 

The  office  of  Pontifex  Maximus,  or  chief  priest,  was  to 
declare  and  interpret  the  divine  law,  or,  rather,  to  preside 
over  sacred  rites ;  he  not  only  prescribed  rules  for  public 
ceremony,  but  regulated  the  sacrifices  of  private  persons, 
not  suffering  them  to  vary  from  established  custom,  and 
giving  information  to  every  one  of  what  was  requisite  for 
purposes  of  worship  or  supplication.  lie  was  also  guardian 
of  the  vestal  virgins,  the  institution  of  whom,  and  of  their 
perpetual  fire,  was  attributed  to  Xuma,  who,  perhaps, 
fancied  the  charge  of  pure  and  uncorrupted  flames  would 
be  fitly  intrusted  to  chaste  and  unpolluted  persons,  or  that 
fire,  which  consumes,  but  produces  nothing,  bears  an  an- 
alogy to  the  virgin  estate.  In  Greece,  wherever  a  per})etual 
holy  fire  is  kept,  as  at  Delphi  and  Athens,  the  charge  of  it 
is  committed,  not  to  virgins,  but  widows  past  the  time  of 
marriage.  And  in  case  by  any  accident  it  should  happen 
that  this  fire  became  extinct,  as  the  holy  lamp  was  at 
Athens  under  the  tyranny  of  .Vristion,  and  at  Delphi,  when 
that  temple  was  burnt  by  the  Medes,  as  also  in  the  time  of 
the  Mithridatic  and  Roman  civil  war,  when  not  only  the 
fii'e  was  extinguished,  but  the  altar  demolished,  then,  after- 
wards, in  kindling  this  fire  again,  it  was  esteemed  an  im- 
piety to  light  it  from  common  sparks  or  flame,  or  from  any- 
thing but  the  pure  and  unpolluted  rays  of  the  sun,  which 
they  usually  effect  by  concave  mirrors,  of  a  figure  formed 
by  the  revolution  of  an  isosceles  rectangular  triangle,  all 
the  lines  from  the  circumference  of  which  meeting  in  a 
centre,  by  holding  it  in  the  light  of  the  sun  they  can  collect 
and  concentrate  all  its  rays  at  this  one  point  of  conver- 
gence ;  where  the  air  will  now  become  rarefied,  and  any 
light,  dry,  combustible  matter  will  kindle  as  soon  as 
applied,  under  the  effect  of  the  rays,  which  here  acquired 
the  substance  and  active  force  of  fire.  Some  are  of  opinion 
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that  these  vestals  had  no  other  busmess  than  the  preserva- 
tion  of  this  fire  ;  but  others  conceive  that  they  were  keepers 
of  other  divine  secrets  concealed  from  all  but  themselves, 
of  which  we  have  told  all  that  may  lawfully  be  asked  or 
told,  in  the  life  of  Camillas.  Gegania  and  Verenia,  it  is  re- 
corded, were  the  names  of  the  first  two  virgins  consecrated 
and  ordained  by  Numa  ;  Canuleia  and  Tarpeia  succeeded  ; 
Servius  afterwards  added  two,  and  the  number  of  four  has 
continued  to  the  present  time. 

The  statutes  prescribed  by  Numa  for  the  vestals  were 
these :  that  they  should  take  a  vow  of  virginity  for  the 
space  of  thirty  years,  the  first  ten  of  which  they  were  to 
spend  in  learning  their  duties,  the  second  ten  in  perform- 
ing them,  and  the  remaining  ten  in  teaching  and  instruct- 
ing others.  Thus  the  whole  term  being  completed,  it  was 
lawful  for  them  to  marry,  and,  leaving  the  sacred  order,  to 
choose  any  condition  of  life  that  pleased  them ;  but  this 
permission  few,  as  they  say,  made  use  of ;  and  in  cases 
where  they  did  so,  it  Avas  observed  that  their  change  was 
not  a  happy  one,  but  accompanied  ever  after  Avith  regret 
and  melancholy ;  so  that  the  gi'eater  number,  from  relig- 
ious fears  and  scruples,  forbore,  and  continued  to  old  age 
and  death  in  the  strict  observance  of  a  single  life. 

For  this  condition  he  compensated  by  great  privileges 
and  prerogatives ;  as  that  they  had  power  to  make  a  will  in 
the  lifetime  of  their  father  ;  that  they  had  a  free  adminis- 
tration of  their  own  affairs  without  guardian  or  tutor, 
which  was  the  privilege  of  women  who  were  the  mothers  of 
three  children ;  when  they  go  abroad,  they  have  the  fasces 
carried  before  them ;  and  if  in  their  walks  they  chance  to 
meet  a  criminal  on  his  way  to  execution,  it  saves  his  life, 
upon  oath  made  that  the  meeting  was  an  accidental  one, 
and  not  concerted  or  of  set  pui:'pose.  Any  one  who  presses 
upon  the  chair  on  which  they  are  carried  is  put  to  death. 
If  these  vestals  commit  any  minor  fault,  they  are  punish- 
able by  the  high-priest  only,  who  scourges  the  offender, 
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sometimes  with  her  clotlies  off,  in  a  dark  place,  with  a  cur- 
tain drawn  between ;  but  she  that  lias  broken  her  vow  is 
buried  alive  near  the  gate  called  Collina,  where  a  little 
mound  of  earth  stands,  inside  the  city,  reaching  some  little 
distance,  called  in  Latin  aggei- ;  under  it  a  narrow  room  is 
constructed,  to  which  a  descent  is  made  by  stairs  ;  here  they 
prepare  a  bed,  and  light  a  lamp,  and  leave  a  small  quantity 
of  victuals,  such  as  bread,  water,  a  pail  of  milk,  and  some 
oil;  that  so  that  body  which  had  been  consecrated  and 
devoted  to  the  most  sacred  service  of  religion  might  not  be 
said  to  perish  bj'  such  a  death  as  famine.  The  culprit  her- 
self is  put  in  a  litter,  which  they  cover  over,  and  tie  her 
down  with  cords  on  it,  so  that  nothing  she  utters  may  be 
heard.  They  then  take  her  to  the  forum  ;  all  people  silently 
go  out  of  the  way  as  she  passes,  and  such  as  follow  accom- 
pany the  bier  with  solemn  and  speechless  sorrow;  and, 
indeed,  there  is  not  any  spectacle  more  appalling,  nor  any 
day  observed  by  the  city  with  greater  appearance  of  gloom 
and  sadness.  When  they  come  to  the  place  of  execution, 
the  officers  loose  the  cords,  and  then  the  high-priest,  lifting 
his  hands  to  heaven,  pronounces  certain  prayers  to  himself 
before  the  act ;  then  he  brings  out  the  prisoner,  being  still 
covered,  and  placing  her  upon  the  steps  that  lead  down  to 
the  cell,  turns  away  his  face  with  the  rest  of  the  priests  ; 
the  stairs  are  drawn  up  after  she  has  gone  down,  and  a 
quantity  of  earth  is  heaped  up  over  the  entrance  to  the  cell, 
so  as  to  prevent  it  from  being  distinguished  from  the  rest  of 
the  mound.  This  is  the  punishment  of  those  who  break 
their  vow  of  virginity. 

It  is  said,  also,  that  Xuma  built  the  temple  of  Vesta, 
which  was  intended  for  a  repository  of  the  holy  fire,  of  a 
circular  form,  not  to  represent  the  figure  of  the  earth,  as  if 
that  were  the  same  as  Vesta,  but  that  of  the  general  uni- 
verse, in  the  centre  of  which  the  Pythagoreans  place  the 
element  of  fire,  and  give  it  the  name  of  Vesta  and  the  unit ; 
and  do  not  hold  that  the  earth  is  immovable,  or  that  it  is 
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situated  in  the  centre  of  the  globe,  but  that  it  keeps  a 
circular  motion  about  the  seat  of  Are,  and  is  not  in  the 
number  of  the  primary  elements  ;  in  this  agreeing  with  the 
opinion  of  Plato,  who,  they  say,  in  his  later  life,  conceived 
that  the  earth  held  a  lateral  position,  and  that  the  central 
and  sovereign  space  was  reserved  for  some  nobler  body. 

There  was  yet  a  farther  use  of  the  priests,  and  that  was 
to  give  people  directions  in  the  national  usages  at  funeral 
rites.  Numa  taught  them  to  regard  these  offices,  not  as  a 
pollution,  but  as  a  duty  paid  to  the  gods  below,  into  whose 
hands  the  better  part  of  us  is  transmitted ;  especially  they 
were  to  worship  the  goddess  Libitina,  who  presided  over 
all  the  ceremonies  performed  at  burials ;  whether  they 
meant  hereby  Proserpina,  or,  as  the  most  learned  of  the 
Romans  conceive,  Venus,  not  inaptly  attributing  the  begin- 
ning and  end  of  man's  life  to  the  agency  of  one  and  the  same 
deity.  Numa  also  prescribed  rules  for  regulating  the  days 
of  mourning,  according  to  certain  times  and  ages.  As,  for 
example,  a  child  of  three  years  was  not  to  be  mourned  for 
at  all ;  one  older,  up  to  ten  years,  for  as  many  months  as  it 
was  years  old;  and  the  longest  time  of  mourning  for  .any 
person  whatsoever  was  not  to  exceed  the  term  of  ten 
months  ;  which  was  the  time  appointed  for  women  that  lost 
their  husbands  to  continue  in  widowhood.  If  any  married 
again  before  that  time,  by  the  laws  of  Numa  she  was  to 
sacrifice  a  cow  big  with  calf. 

Numa,  also,  was  founder  of  several  other  orders  of  priesty 
two  of  which  I  shall  mention,  the  Salii  and  the  Feciales 
which  are  among  the  clearest  proofs  of  the  devoutness  and 
sanctity  of  his  character.  These  Fecials,  or  guardians  of 
peace,  seem  to  have  had  their  name  from  their  office,  which 
was  to  put  a  stop  to  disputes  by  conference  and  speech ; 
for  it  was  not  allowable  to  take  up  arms  until  they  had 
declared  all  hopes  of  accommodation  to  be  at  an  end, 
for  in  Greek,  too,  we  call  it  peace  when  disputes  are  settled 
by  words,  and  not  by  force.    The  Romans  commonly  de 
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spatched  the  Fecials,  or  heralds,  to  those  who  had  oifered 
them  injury,  requesting  satisfaction  ;  and,  in  case  they  re- 
fused, they  then  called  the  gods  to  witness,  and,  with  impre- 
cations upon  themselves  and  their  country  should  they  be 
acting  unjustly,  so  declared  war;  against  their  will,  or 
without  their  consent,  it  was  lawful  neither  for  soldier  nor 
king'to  take  up  arms;  the  war  was  begun  with  them,  and 
when  they  had  first  handed  it  over  to  the  commander  as  a 
just  quarrel,  then  his  business  was  to  deliberate  of  the 
manner  and  ways  to  carry  it  on.  It  is  believed  that  the 
slaughter  and  destruction  ^A■hich  the  Gauls  made  of  the 
Romans  was  a  judgment  on  the  city  for  neglect  of  this  re- 
ligious proceeding  ;  for  that  when  these  barbarians  besieged 
the  Clusinians,  Fabius  Ambustus  was  despatched  to  their 
camp  to  negotiate  peace  for  the  besieged  ;  and,  on  their  re- 
turning a  rude  refusal,  Fabius  imagined  that  his  office  of 
ambassador  was  at  an  end,  and,  rashly  engaging  on  the 
side  of  the  Ckisinians,  challenged  the  bravest  of  the  enemy 
to  a  single  combat.  It  A\-as  the  fortune  of  Fabius  to  kill  his 
adversary,  and  to  take  his  spoils  ;  \n\t  when  the  Gauls  dis- 
covered it,  they  sent  a  herald  to  Rome  to  complain  against 
him ;  since,  before  war  was  declared,  he  had,  against  the 
law  of  nations,  made  a  breach  of  the  peace.  The  matter 
being  debated  in  the  senate,  the  Fecials  were  of  opinion 
that  Fabius  ought  to  be  consigned  into  the  hands  of  the 
Gauls  ;  but  he,  being  forewarned  of  their  judgment,  fled  to 
the  people,  by  ^\•hose  protection  and  favor  he  escaped  the 
sentence.  On  this,  the  Gauls  marched  Avith  their  army  to 
Rome,  where  having  taken  the  capitol,  they  sacked  the  city. 
The  particulars  of  all  which  are  fully  given  in  the  history 
of  Camillus. 

The  origin  of  the  Salii  is  this.  In  the  eighth  year  of  the 
reign  of  Xuma,  a  terrible  pestilence,  which  traversed  all 
Italy,  ravaged  likewise  the  city  of  Rome  ;  and  the  citizens 
being  in  distress  and  despondent,  a  brazen  target,  they  say, 
fell  from  heaven  into  the  hands  of  Numa,  who  gave  them 
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this  marvellous  account  of  it:  that  Egeria  and  the  Musea 
had  assured  him  it  was  sent  from  heaven  for  the  cure  and 
safety  of  the  city,  and  that,  to  keep  it  secure,  he  was 
ordered  by  them  to  make  eleven  others,  so  like  in  dimen- 
sions and  form  to  the  original  that  no  thief  should  be  able 
to  distinguish  the  true  from  the  counterfeit.  He  farther 
declared,  that  he  was  commanded  to  consecrate  to  the 
Muses  the  place,  and  the  fields  about  it,  where  they  had 
been  chiefly  wont  to  meet  with  him,  and  that  the  spring 
which  watered  the  fields  should  be  hallowed  for  the  use  of 
the  vestal  virgins,  who  were  to  wash  and  cleanse  the  pene- 
tralia or  their  sanctuary  with  those  holy  waters.  The 
truth  of  all  which  was  speedily  verified  by  tlie  cessation  of 
the  pestilence.  Numa  displayed  the  target  to  the  artificers 
and  bade  them  show  their  skill  in  making  others  like  it; 
all  despaired,  until  at  length  one  Mamurius  Veturius,  an 
excellent  workman,  happily  hit  upon  it,  and  made  all  so 
exactly  the  same  that  Numa  himself  was  at  a  loss  and 
could  not  distinguish.  The  keeping  of  these  targets  was 
committed  to  the  charge  of  certain  priests,  called  Salii, 
who. did  not  receive  their  name,  as  some  tell  the  story, 
from  Salius  a  dancing-master,  born  in  Samothrace,  or  at 
Mantinea,  who  taught  the  way  of  dancing  in  arras ;  but 
more  truly  from  that  jumping  dance  which  the  Salii  them- 
selves use,  when  in  the  month  of  March  they  carry  the 
sacred  targets  through  the  city  ;  at  which  procession  they 
are  habited  in  short  frocks  of  purple,  girt  with  a  broad 
belt  studded  with  brass ;  on  their  heads  they  wear  a  brass 
helmet,  and  carry  in  their  hands  short  daggers,  which  they 
clash  every  now  and  then  against  the  targets.  But  the 
chief  thing  is  the  dance  itself.  They  move  with  much 
grace,  performing,  in  quick  time  and  close  order,  various 
intricate  figures,  with  a  great  display  of  strength  and 
agility.  Tlie  targets  were  called  Ancilia  from  their  form ; 
for  they  are  not  made  round,  nor  like  proper  targets,  of  a 
complete  circumference,  but  are  cut  out  hi  to  a  wavy  line^ 
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the  ends  of  which  are  rounded  off  and  turned  in  at  the 
thickest  part  towards  each  other ;  so  that  their  shape  is 
curvilinear,  or,  in  Greek,  ancylon  ;  or  the  name  may  come 
from  ancon^  the  elbow,  on  which  they  are  carried.  Thus 
Juba  writes,  who  is  eager  to  make  it  Greek.  But  it  might 
be,  for  that  matter,  from  its  havuig  come  down  anecathen^ 
from  above ;  or  from  its  al-esis,  or  cure  of  diseases ;  or 
auchmon  lysis,  because  it  put  an  end  to  a  drought;  or  from 
its  a?iaschesis,  or  relief  from  calamities,  which  is  the  origin 
of  the  Athenian  name  Anaces,  given  to  Castor  and  Pollux ; 
if  we  must,  that  is,  reduce  it  to  Greek.  The  reward  which 
Mamurius  received  for  his  art  was  to  be  mentioned  and 
commemorated  in  the  verses  which  the  Salii  sang,  as  they 
danced  in  their  arms  through  the  city  ;  though  some  will 
bave  it  that  they  do  not  say  Yeturium  Mamurium,  but 
Veterem  Memoriam,  ancient  remembrance. 

After  Numa  had  in  this  manner  instituted  these  several 
orders  of  priests,  he  erected,  near  the  temple  of  Yesta,  what 
is  called  to  this  day  Regia,  or  king's  house,  where  he  spent 
the  most  part  of  his  time,  performing  divine  service,  in- 
structing the  priests,  or  conversing  with  them  on  sacred 
subjects.  He  had  another  house  upon  the  Mount  Quir- 
inalis,  the  site  of  which  they  show  to  this  day.  In  all 
public  processions  and  solemn  prayers,  criers  were  sent 
before  to  give  notice  to  the  people  that  they  should  forbear 
their  work,  and  rest.  They  say  that  the  Pythagoreans  did 
not  allow  people  to  worship  and  pray  to  their  gods  by  the 
way,  but  would  have  them  go  out  from  their  houses 
direct,  with  their  minds  set  upon  the  duty,  and  so  Numa, 
in  like  manner,  wished  that  his  citizens  should  neither  see 
nor  hear  any  religious  service  in  a  perfunctory  and  inat- 
tentive manner,  but,  laying  aside  all  other  occupations, 
should  apply  their  minds  to  religion  as  to  a  most  serious 
business ;  and  that  the  streets  should  be  free  from  all 
noises  and  cries  that  accompany  manual  labor,  and  clear  for 
the  sacred  solemnity.    Some  traces  of  this  custom  remain 
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at  Rome  to  this  day,  for,  ^vhen  the  consul  begins  to  take 
auspices  or  do  sacrifice,  they  call  out  to  the  people,  Hoc 
age.  Attend  to  this,  whereby  the  auditors  then  present  are 
admonished  to  compose  and  recollect  themselves.  Many 
other  of  his  precepts  resemble  those  of  the  Pythagoreans. 
The  Pythagoreans  said,  for  example,  "Thou  shalt  not  make 
a  peck-measure  thy  seat  to  sit  on.  Thou  shalt  not  stir  the 
fire  with  a  sword.  When  thou  goest  out  upon  a  journey, 
look  not  behind  thee.  When  thou  saerificest  to  the  celestial 
gods,  let  it  be  with  an  odd  number,  and  when  to  the  terrestrial, 
with  even,"  The  significance  of  each  of  which  precepts 
they  would  not  commonly  disclose.  So  some  of  Numa's 
traditions  have  no  obvious  meaning.  "  Thou  shalt  not  make 
libation  to  the  gods  of  wine  from  an  unpruned  vine.  Ko 
sacrifices  shall  be  performed  without  meal.  Turn  round 
to  pay  adoration  to  the  gods  ;  sit  after  you  have  wor- 
shipped." The  first  two  directions  seem  to  denote  the  cul- 
tivation and  subduing  of  tlie  earth  as  a  part  of  religion ; 
and  as  to  the  turning  which  the  worshippers  are  to  use  in 
divine  adoration,  it  is  said  to  represent  the  rotatory  mo- 
tion of  the  world.  But,  in  my  opinion,  the  meaning  rather 
is,  that  the  worshipper,  since  the  temples  front  the  east, 
enters  with  his  back  to  the  rising  sun  ;  there,  faces  round 
to  the  east,  and  so  turns  back  to  the  god  of  the  temple,  by 
this  circular  movement  referring  the  fulfilment  of  his 
prayers  to  both  divinities.  Unless,  indeed,  this  change  of 
posture  may  have  a  mystical  meaning,  lilie  the  Egyptian 
wheels,  and  signify  to  us  the  instability  of  human  fortune, 
and  that,  in  whatever  way  God  changes  and  turns  our  lot 
and  condition,  we  should  rest  contented,  and  accept  it  as 
right  and  fitting.  They  say,  also,  that  the  sitting  after 
worship  \\  as  to  be  by  way  of  omen  of  their  petitions  being 
granted,  and  the  blessing  they  asked  assured  to  them. 
Again,  as  different  courses  of  aelions  are  divided  by  in- 
tervals of  rest,  tljey  might  seat  themselves  after  the  com- 
pletion of  what  they  had  done,  to  seek  favor  of  the  gods 
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for  beginning  sometliing  else.  And  tliis  would  very  well 
suit  with  what  we  had  before  ;  the  lawgiver  wants  to  habit- 
uate us  to  make  our  petitions  to  the  deit}^  not  by  tlie  way, 
and,  as  it  were,  in  a  hurry,  when  we  have  other  things  to 
do,  but  with  time  and  leisure  to  attend  to  it.  By  such  dis- 
cipline and  scliooling  in  religion,  the  city  passed  insensibly 
into  such  a  submissiveness  of  temper,  and  stood  in  such 
awe  and  reverence  of  the  virtue  of  Xuma,  that  they  re- 
ceived, with  an  undoubted  assurance,  whatever  he  delivered, 
though  never  so  fabulous,  and  thought  nothing  incredible 
or  impossible  from  him. 

There  goes  a  story  that  he  once  invited  a  great  number 
of  citizens  to  an  entertainment,  at  which  the  dishes  in 
which  the  meat  was  served  were  very  liomelj'  and  plain, 
and  the  repast  itself  poor  and  ordinary  fare ;  the  guests 
seated,  he  began  to  tell  them  that  the  goddess  that  con- 
sulted with  him  was  then  at  that  time  come  to  him  ;  when  on 
a  sudden  the  room  was  furnished  with  all  sorts  of  costly 
drinking-vessels,  and  the  tables  loaded  ^^■ith  rich  meats, 
and  a  most  sumptuous  entertainment.  But  the  dialogue 
which  is  reported  to  have  passed  between  him  and  Jupiter 
surpasses  all  the  fabulous  legends  that  were  ever  invented. 
They  say  that  before  ]\Iount  Aventine  Avas  inhabited  or  en- 
closed within  the  walls  of  the  city,  two  demigods,  Picus  and 
Faunus,  frequented  the  springs  and  thick  shades  of  that 
place;  which  might  be  two  satyrs,  or  Pans,  except  that 
they  went  about  Italy  playing  the  same  sorts  of  tricks,  by 
skill  in  drugs  and  magic,  as  are  asci  ibed  by  the  Greeks  to 
the  Dactyli  of  Mount  Ida.  Xuma  contrived  one  day  to  sur- 
prise these  demigods,  by  mixing  wine  and  honey  in  the 
waters  of  the  spring  of  which  they  usually  drank.  On 
finding  themselves  ensnared,  they  changed  themselves  into 
various  shapes,  dropping  their  own  form  and  assuming 
every  kind  of  unusual  and  hideous  appearance ;  but  when 
they  saw  they  were  safely  entrapped,  and  in  no  possibility 
of  getting  free,  they  revealed  to  him  many  secrets  and 
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future  events ;  and  particularly  a  charm  for  thunder  and 
lightning,  still  in  use,  performed  with  onions  and  hair  and 
pilchards.  Some  say  they  did  not  tell  him  the  charm,  hut  by 
their  magic  brought  down  Jupiter  out  of  heaven ;  and  that 
he  then,  in  an  angry  manner  answering  the  inquiries,  told 
Kuma,  that,  if  he  would  charm  the  thunder  and  lightning, 
he  must  do  it  with  heads.  "IIow,"  said  Numa,  "with 
the  heads  of  onions  ?  "  "  No,"  replied  Jupiter,  "  of  men." 
But  Numa,  willing  to  elude  the  cruelty  of  this  receipt,  turned 
it  another  way,  saying,  "Your  meaning  is,  the  hairs  of 

men's  heads."    "  No,"  replied  Jupiter,  "  with  living  "  

"  pilchards,"  said  Numa,  interrupting  him.  These  answers 
he  had  learnt  from  Egeria.  Jupiter  returned  again  to 
heaven,  pacified  an  ileds,  or  propitious.  The  place  was,  in 
remembrance  of  him,  called  Ilicium,  from  this  Greek 
word ;  and  the  spell  in  this  manner  effected. 

These  stories,  laughable  as  they  are,  show  us  the  feelings 
which  people  then,  by  force  of  habit,  entertained  towards  the 
deity.  And  Numa's  own  thoughts  are  said  to  have  been 
fixed  to  that  degree  on  divine  objects,  that  he  once,  when  a 
message  was  brought  to  him  that  "  Enemies  are  approach- 
ing," answered  with  a  smile,  "  And  I  am  sacrificing."  It 
was  he,  also,  that  built  the  temples  of  Faith  and  Terminus, 
and  taught  the  Romans  that  the  name  of  Faith  was  the 
most  solemn  oath  that  they  could  swear.  They  still  use 
it ;  and  to  the  god  Terminus,  or  Boundary,  they  offer  to  this 
day  both  public  and  private  sacrifices,  upon  the  borders 
and  stone-marks  of  their  land ;  living  victims  now,  though 
anciently  those  sacrifices  were  solemnized  without  blood; 
for  Numa  reasoned  that  the  god  of  boundaries,  who  watched 
over  peace,  and  testified  to  fair  dealing,  should  have  no 
concern  with  blood.  It  is  very  clear  that  it  was  this  king 
who  first  prescribed  bounds  to  the  territory  of  Rome  ;  for 
Romulus  would  but  have  openly  betrayed  how  much  he 
had  encroached  on  his  neighbors'  lands,  had  he  ever  set 
limits  to  his  own ;  for  boundaries  are,  indeed,  a  defence  to 
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those  who  choose  to  observe  them,  but  are  only  a  testimony 
against  tlie  dishonesty  of  those  who  break  through  them. 
The  truth  is,  the  portion  of  lands  which  the  Romans 
possessed  at  the  beginning  was  very  naiTow,  until  Romulus 
enlarged  them  by  war;  all  those  acquisitions  Numa  now 
divided  amongst  the  indigent  commonalty,  wishing  to  do 
away  with  that  extreme  want  which  is  a  compulsion  to  dis- 
honesty, and,  by  turning  the  people  to  husbandry,  to  bring 
them,  as  well  as  their  lands,  into  better  order.  For  there 
is  no  employment  that  gives  so  keen  and  quick  a  relish  for 
peace  as  husbandry  and  a  country  life,  which  leave  in  men 
all  that  kind  of  courage  that  makes  them  ready  to  fight  in 
defence  of  their  own,  while  it  destroys  the  licence  that 
breaks  out  into  acts  of  injustice  and  rapacity.  Numa, 
therefore,  hoping  agriculture  would  be  a  sort  of  charm  to 
captivate  the  affections  of  his  people  to  peace,  and  viewing 
it  rather  as  a  means  to  moral  than  to  economical  profit, 
divided  all  the  lands  into  several  parcels,  to  which  he  gave 
the  name  olpagus,  or  parish,  and  over  every  one  of  them 
he  ordained  chief  overseers ;  and,  taking  a  delight  some- 
times to  inspect  his  colonies  in  person,  he  formed  his  judg- 
ment of  every  man's  habits  by  the  results  ;  of  which  being 
witness  himself,  he  preferred  those  to  honors  and  employ- 
ments who  had  done  well,  and  by  rebukes  and  reproaches 
incited  the  indolent  and  careless  to  improvement.  But  of 
all  his  measures  the  most  commended  was  his  distribution 
of  the  people  by  their  trades  into  companies  or  guilds  ;  for 
as  the  city  consisted,  or  rather  did  not  consist  of,  but  was 
divided  into,  two  different  tribes,  the  diversity  between 
which  could  not  be  effaced  and  in  the  mean  time  prevented 
all  unity  and  caused  perpetual  tumult  and  ill-blood,  reflect- 
ing how  hard  substances  that  do  not  readily  mix  when  in 
the  lump  may,  by  being  beaten  into  powder,  in  that  minute 
form  be  combined,  he  resolved  to  divide  the  whole  popula- 
tion into  a  number  of  small  divisions,  and  thus  hoped,  by 
introducing  other  distinctions,  to  obliterate  the  original 
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and  great  distinction,  which  would  be  lost  among  the 
smaller.  So,  distinguisliiiig  the  M  hole  people  by  the  several 
arts  and  trades,  he  formed  the  companies  of  musicians, 
goldsmiths,  carpenters,  dyers,  shoemakers,  skinners, 
braziers,  and  potters;  and  all  other  liandicraftsmen  he  com- 
posed and  reduced  into  a  single  company,  appointing  every 
one  their  proper  courts,  councils,  and  religious  observances. 
In  this  manner  all  factious  distinctions  began,  for  the  first 
time,  to  pass  out  of  use,  no  person  any  longer  being  either 
thought  of  or  spoken  of  under  the  notion  of  a  Sabine  or  a 
Roman,  a  Romulian  or  a  Tatian ;  and  the  new  division  be- 
came a  source  of  general  harmony  and  intermixture. 

He  is  also  much  to  be  commended  for  the  repeal,  or 
rather  amendment,  of  that  law  which  gives  power  to 
fathers  to  sell  their  children ;  he  exempted  such  as  were 
married,  conditionally  that  it  had  been  with  the  liking  and 
consent  of  their  parents  ;  for  it  seemed  a  bard  thing  that  a 
woman  who  had  given  herself  in  marriage  to  a  man  whom 
she  judged  free  should  afterwards  find  herself  living  Mith 
a  slave. 

He  attempted,  also,  the  formation  of  a  calendar,  not  with 
absolute  exactness,  yet  not  without  some  scientific  knowl- 
edge. During  the  reign  of  Romulus,  they  had  let  tlieir 
months  run  on  without  any  certain  or  equal  terra ;  some  of 
them  contained  twenty  days,  others  thirty-five,  others 
more  ;  they  had  no  sort  of  knowledge  of  the  inequality  in 
the  jnotions  of  the  sun  and  moon  ;  they  only  kept  to  the 
one  rule  that  the  wliole  course  of  the  year  contained  three 
hundred  and  sixty  days.  Numa,  calculating  the  ditfereuce 
between  the  lunar  and  the  solar  year  at  eleven  days,  for 
that  the  moon  completed  her  anniversary  course  in  three 
hundred  and  fifty-four  days,  and  tlie  sun  in  three  hundred 
and  sixty-five,  to  remedy  this  incongruity  doubled  the 
eleven  days,  and  every  other  year  added  an  intercalary 
month,  to  follow  February,  consisting  of  twenty-two  days, 
and  called  by  the  Romans  the  month  Mercedinus.  Thia 
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amendment,  however,  itself,  in  course  of  time,  came 
to  need  other  amendments.  He  also  altered  the  order 
of  the  months  ;  for  March,  which  was  reckoned  the  first,  he 
put  into  the  third  place ;  and  Januai  y,  which  was  the 
eleventh,  he  made  the  first ;  and  February,  which  was  the 
twelfth  and  last,  the  second.  Many  will  have  it,  that  it 
was  Xuma,  also,  who  added  the  two  months  of  January 
and  February ;  for  in  the  beginning  they  had  had  a  year 
of  ten  months;  as  there  are  barbarians  who  count  only 
three;  the  Arcadians,  in  Greece,  had  but  four;  the  Acar- 
nanians,  six.  The  Egyptian  year  at  first,  they  say,  was 
of  one  month ;  afterwards,  of  foui- ;  and  so,  though  tliey 
live  in  the  newest  of  all  countries,  they  have  the  credit 
of  being  a  more  ancient  nation  than  any,  and  reckon,  in 
their  genealogies,  a  prodigious  number  of  years,  counting 
months,  that  is,  as  years.  That  the  Romans,  at  first, 
comprehended  the  whole  year  within  ten,  and  not  twelve 
months,  plainly  appears  by  the  name  of  the  last,  Decem- 
ber, meaning  the  tenth  month ;  and  that  ]March  was  the 
first  is  likewise  evident,  for  the  fifth  month  after  it  was 
called  Quintilis,  and  the  sixth  Sextilis,  and  so  the  rest  ; 
whereas,  if  January  and  February  had,  in  this  account, 
preceded  March,  Quintilis  would  have  been  fiftli  in  name 
and  seventh  in  reckoning.  It  was  also  natural  that  March, 
dedicated  to  Mars,  should  be  Romulus's  first,  and  April, 
named  from  Venus,  or  Aphrodite,  his  second  numth ;  in  it 
they  sacrifice  to  Venus,  and  the  women  bathe  on  the 
calends,  or  first  day  of  it,  with  myrtle  garlands  on  their 
heads.  But  others,  because  of  its  being  p  and  not  ph, 
will  not  allow  of  the  derivation  of  this  word  from  Aphro- 
dite, but  say  it  is  called  April  from  aperlo,  Latin  for  to 
open,  because  that  this  month  is  high  spring,  and  opens 
and  discloses  the  buds  and  fiowers.  The  next  is  called 
May,  from  Maia,  the  mother  of  j\Iercury,  to  whom  it  is 
sacred ;  then  June  follows,  so  called  from  Juno ;  some, 
however,  derive  them  from  the  two  ages,  old  and  young, 
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majores,  being  their  name  for  older,  and  Juniores  foi 
younger  men.  To  the  other  months  they  gave  denomina. 
tions  according  to  their  ordei-;  so  the  fifth  was  called 
Quintilis,  Sextllis  the  sixth,  and  the  rest,  September,  Oc- 
tober, Xovember,  and  December.  Afterwards  Quintilis 
received  the  name  of  Julius,  from  Caesar,  who  defeated 
Pompey  ;  as  also  Sextilis  that  of  Augustus,  from  the  second 
Ctesar,  who  had  that  title.  Domitian,  also,  in  imitation, 
gave  the  two  other  following  months  his  own  names,  of 
Germanicus  and  Domitianus  ;  but,  on  his  being  slain,  they 
recovered  their  ancient  denominations  of  September  and 
October.  The  two  last  are  the  only  ones  that  have  kept 
their  names  throughout  without  any  alteration.  Of  the 
months  which  were  added  or  transposed  in  their  order  by 
Numa,  February  comes  from  fehrua ;  and  is  as  much  as 
Purification  month ;  in  it  they  make  offerings  to  the  dead, 
and  celebrate  the  Lupercalia,  which,  in  most  points,  re- 
sembles a  purification.  January  was  so  called  from  Janus, 
and  precedence  given  to  it  by  ^^uma  before  March,  which 
was  dedicated  to  the  god  Mars  ;  because,  as  I  conceive,  he 
wished  to  take  every  opportunity  of  intimating  that  the 
arts  and  studies  of  peace  are  to  be  preferred  before  those 
of  war.  For  this  Janus,  whether  in  remote  antiquity  he 
were  a  demigod  or  a  king,  was  certainly  a  great  lover  of 
civil  and  social  unity,  and  one  who  reclaimed  men  from 
brutal  and  savage  living;  for  which  reason  they  figure  him 
with  two  faces,  to  represent  the  two  states  and  conditions 
out  of  the  one  of  which  he  brought  mankind,  to  lead  them 
into  the  other.  His  temple  at  Rome  has  two  gates,  which 
they  call  the  gates  of  wai-,  because  they  stand  open  in  the 
time  of  war,  and  shut  in  the  times  of  peace ;  of  which  latter 
there  was  very  seldom  an  example,  for,  as  the  Roman  em- 
pire was  enlarged  and  extended,  it  was  so  encompassed 
with  barbarous  nations  and  enemies  to  be  resisted,  that  it 
was  seldom  or  never  at  peace.  Only  in  the  time  of 
Augustus  Csesar,  after  he  had    oveieome  Antony,  this 
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temple  was  shut ;  as  likewise  once  before,  when  Marcus 
Atilius  and.  Titus  Manlius  were  consuls ;  but  then  it  was 
not  long  before,  wars  breaking  out,  the  gates  were  again 
opened.  But,  during  the  reign  of  Numa,  those  gates  were 
never  seen  open  a  single  day,  but  continued  constantly  shut 
for  a  space  of  forty-three  years  together ;  such  an  entire 
and  universal  cessation  of  war  existed.  For  not  only  had 
the  people  of  Rome  itself  been  softened  and  charmed  into 
a  peaceful  temper  by  the  just  and  mild  rule  of  a  pacific 
prince,  but  even  the  neighboring  cities,  as  if  some  salu- 
brious and  gentle  air  had  blown  from  Rome  upon  them, 
began  to  experience  a  change  of  feeling,  and  partook  in 
the  general  longing  for  the  sweets  of  peace  and  order,  and 
for  life  employed  in  the  quiet  tillage  of  soil,  bringing  up 
of  children,  and  worship  of  the  gods.  Festival  days  and 
sports,  and  the  secure  and  peaceful  interchange  of  friendly 
visits  and  hospitalities,  prevailed  all  through  the  whole  of 
Italy.  The  love  of  virtue  and  justice  flowed  from  jSTuma's 
wisdom  as  from  a  fountain,  and  the  serenity  of  his  spirit 
diffused  itself,  like  a  calm,  on  all  sides ;  so  that  the  hyper- 
boles of  poets  were  flat  and  tame  to  express  what  then 
existed ;  as  that 

Over  the  iron  shield  the  spiders  hang  their  threads, 

or  that 

Rust  eats  the  pointed  spear  and  double-edged  sword. 
No  more  is  heard  the  trumpet's  brazen  roar. 
Sweet  sleep  is  banished  from  our  eyes  no  more. 

For,  during  the  whole  reign  of  Xuma,  there  was  neither  wa,r, 
nor  sedition,  nor  innovation  in  the  state,  nor  any  envy  or  ill- 
will  to  his  person,  nor  plot  or  conspiracy  from  views  of  ambi- 
tion. Either  fear  of  the  gods  that  were  thought  to  watch  over 
him,  or  reverence  for  his  virtue,  or  a  divine  felicity  of  fortune 
that  in  his  days  preserved  human  innocence,  made  his  reign, 
by  whatever  means,  a  living  example  and  verification  of 
that  saying  which  Plato,  long  afterwards,  ventured  to  pro- 
nounce, that  the  sole  and  only  hope  of  respite  or  remedy 
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for  human  evils  was  in  some  happy  conjunction  of  events 
which  should  unite  in  a  single  person  the  power  of  a  king 
and  the  wisdom  of  a  philosopher,  so  as  to  elevate  virtue  to 
control  and  mastery  over  vice.  The  wise  man  is  hlessed  in 
himself,  and  blessed  also  are  the  auditors  who  can  hear  and 
receive  those  words  which  flow  from  his  mouth ;  and  per- 
haps, too,  there  is  no  need  of  compulsion  or  menaces  to  affect 
the  nmltitude,  for  the  mere  sight  itself  of  a  shining  and 
conspicuous  example  of  virtue  in  the  life  of  their  prince 
will  bring  them  spontaneously  to  virtue,  and  to  a  conformity 
with  that  blameless  and  blessed  life  of  good-will  and  mutual 
concord,  supported  by  temperance  and  justice,  which  is  the 
highest  benefit  that  human  means  can  confer ;  and  he  is  the 
truest  ruler  who  can  best  introduce  it  into  the  hearts  and 
practice  of  his  subjects.  It  is  the  praise  of  Numa  that  no 
one  seems  ever  to  have  discerned  this  so  clearly  as  he. 

As  to  his  children  and  wives,  there  is  a  diversity  of  reports 
by  several  authors ;  some  will  have  it  that  he  never  had  any 
other  wife  than  Tatia  ;  nor  more  children  than  one  daughter 
called  Pompilia ;  others  will  have  it  that  he  left  also  four  sons 
namely,  Pompo,  Pinus,  Calpus,  and  Mamercus,  every  one 
of  whom  had  issue,  and  from  them  descended  the  noble  and 
illustrious  families  of  Pomponii,  Pinarii,  Calpurnii,  and 
Mamerci,  which  for  this  reason  took  also  the  surname  of 
Rex,  or  King.  But  there  is  a  third  set  of  writers  who  say 
that  these  pedigrees  are  but  a  piece  of  flattery  used  by 
writers  who,  to  gain  favor  with  these  great  families,  made 
them  fictitious  genealogies  from  the  lineage  of  Numa;  and 
that  Pompilia  was  not  the  daughter  of  Tatia,  but  Lucretia, 
another  wife  whom  he  married  after  he  came  to  his  kingdom ; 
however,  all  of  them  agree  in  ophiion  that  she  was  married 
to  the  son  of  that  Marcius  who  persuaded  him  to  accept  the 
government,  and  accompanied  him  to  Rome,  where,  as  a 
mark  of  honor,  he  was  chosen  into  the  senate,  and  after  the 
death  of  Numa,  standing  in  competition  with  Tullus  Hostiliua 
for  the  kingdom,  and  being  disappointed  of  the  election,  in 
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discontent  killed  himself ;  his  son  Marcius,  however,  who 
had  married  Pompilia,  continuing  at  Rome,  was  the  father 
of  Ancus  Marcius,  who  succeeded  Tullus  Hostilius  in  the 
kingdom,  and  was  but  five  years  of  age  when  Numa  died. 

Numa  lived  something  above  eighty  years,  and  then,  as 
Piso  writes,  was  not  taken  out  of  the  world  by  a  sudden  or 
acute  disease,  but  died  of  old  age  and  by  a  gradual  and 
gentle  decline.  At  his  funeral  all  the  glories  of  his  life  were 
consummated,  when  all  the  neighboring  states  in  alliance 
and  amity  with  Rome  met  to  honor  and  grace  clie  rites  of 
his  interment  with  garlands  and  public  presents  ;  the  sena- 
tors carried  the  bier  on  which  his  corpse  was  laid,  and  the 
priests  followed  and  accompanied  the  solemn  procession ; 
while  a  general  crowd,  in  which  women  and  children  took 
part,  followed  with  such  cries  and  weeping  as  if  they  had 
bewailed  the  death  and  loss  of  some  most  dear  relation 
taken  away  in  the  flower  of  age,  and  not  an  old  and  worn- 
out  king.  It  is  said  that  his  body,  by  his  particular  com- 
mand, was  not  burnt,  but  that  they  made,  in  conformity 
with  his  order,  two  stone  coffins,  and  buried  both  under  the 
hill  Janiculum,  in  one  of  which  his  body  was  laid,  and  the 
other  his  sacred  books,  which,  as  the  Greek  legislators  their 
tables,  he  had  written  out  for  himself,  but  had  so  long 
inculcated  the  contents  of  them,  whilst  he  lived,  into  the 
minds  and  hearts  of  the  priests,  that  their  understandings 
became  fully  possessed  with  the  whole  spirit  and  purpose 
of  them  ;  and  he  therefore  bade  that  they  should  be  buried 
with  his  body,  as  though  such  holy  precepts  could  not  with- 
out  irreverence  be  left  to  circulate  in  mere  lifeless  writings. 
For  this  very  reason,  they  say,  the  Pythagoreans  bade 
that  their  precepts  should  not  be  committed  to  paper,  but 
rather  preserved  in  the  living  memories  of  those  who  were 
worthy  to  receive  them  ;  and  when  some  of  their  out-of-the- 
way  and  abstruse  geometrical  processes  had  been  divulged 
to  an  unworthy  person,  they  said  the  gods  threatened  to 
punish  this  wickedness  and  profanity  by  a  signal  and  wide 
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spreading  calaniibv.  With  these  several  instances  concur, 
ring  to  sliow  a  similarity  in  the  lives  of  Xuma  and  Pythag. 
eras,  we  may  easily  pardon  those  who  seek  to  establish  the 
fact  of  a  real  acquaintance  between  them. 

Valerius  Antias  writes  that  the  books  which  were  buried 
in  the  aforesaid  chest  or  coflBn  of  stone  were  twelve  volumes 
of  holy  writ  and  twelve  others  of  Greek  philosophy,  and 
that  about  four  hundred  years  afterwards,  when  P.  Corne- 
lius and  M.  Bsebius  were  consuls,  in  a  time  of  heavy  rains, 
a  violent  torrent  washed  away  the  earth,  and  dislodged  the 
chests  of  stone ;  and,  their  covers  falling  otf,  one  of  them 
was  found  wholly  empty,  without  the  least  relic  of  any 
human  body ;  in  the  other  were  the  books  before  mentioned, 
which  the  praetor  Petilius  having  read  and  perused,  made 
oath  in  the  senate,  that,  in  his  opinion,  it  was  not  fit  for 
their  contents  to  be  made  public  to  the  people;  whereupon 
the  volumes  were  all  carried  to  the  Comitium,  and  there 
burnt. 

It  is  the  fortune  of  all  good  men  that  their  virtue  rises 
in  glory  after  their  deaths,  and  that  the  envy  which  evil 
men  conceive  against  them  never  outlives  them  long;  some 
have  the  happiness  even  to  see  it  die  before  them ;  but  in 
Nunia's  case,  also,  the  fortunes  of  the  succeeding  kings 
served  as  foils  to  set  off  the  brightness  of  his  reputation. 
For  after  him  there  were  five  kings,  the  last  of  whom  ended 
his  old  age  in  banishment,  being  deposed  from  his  crown; 
of  the  other  four,  three  were  assassinated  and  murdered  by 
treason ;  the  other,  who  was  Tullus  Ilostilius,  that  imme- 
diately succeeded  Numa,  derided  his  virtues,  and  especially 
his  devotion  to  religious  worship,  as  a  cowardly  and  mean- 
spirited  occupation,  and  diverted  the  minds  of  the  people 
to  war ;  but  was  checked  in  these  youthful  insolences,  and 
was  himself  driven  by  an  acute  and  tormenting  disease 
into  superstitions  wholly  different  from  Xuma's  piety,  and 
left  others  also  to  participate  in  these  teiTors  when  he  died 
by  the  stroke  of  a  thunderbolt. 
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COMPAKISON  OF  NUMA  WITH  LYCURGUS. 

Having  thus  finished  the  lives  of  Lycurgus  and  Numa, 
we  shall  now,  though  the  work  be  difficult,  put  together 
their  points  of  difference  as  tliey  lie  here  before  our  view. 
Their  points  of  likeness  are  obvious  :  their  moderation, 
their  religion,  their  capacity  of  government  and  discipline, 
their  both  deriving  their  laws  and  constitutions  from  the 
gods.  Yet  in  their  common  glories  there  are  circumstances 
of  diversity ;  for  first  Xuma  accepted  and  Lycurgus  re- 
signed a  kingdom  ;  Xuma  received  without  desiring  it, 
Lycurgus  had  it  and  gave  it  up ;  the  one  from  a  private 
person  and  a  stranger  was  raised  by  others  to  be  their 
king ;  the  other  from  the  condition  of  a  prince  voluntarily 
descended  to  the  state  of  privacy.  It  was  glorious  to 
acquire  a  throne  by  justice,  yet  more  glorious  to  prefer 
justice  before  a  throne ;  the  same  virtue  which  made  the 
one  appear  worthy  of  regal  po\\  er  exalted  the  other  to  the 
disregard  of  it.  Lastly,  as  the  musicians  tune  their  harps, 
so  the  one  let  down  the  high-flown  spirits  of  the  people  at 
Rome  to  a  lower  key,  as  the  other  screwed  them  up  at 
Sparta  to  a  higher  note,  when  they  were  sunken  low  by 
dissoluteness  and  riot.  The  harder  task  was  that  of  Ly- 
curgus ;  for  it  was  not  so  much  his  business  to  persuade 
his  citizens  to  put  off  their  armor  or  ungird  their  swords, 
as  to  cast  away  their  gold  or  silver,  and  abandon  costly 
furniture  and  rich  tables ;  nor  was  it  necessary  to  preach 
to  them,  that,  laying  aside  their  arms,  they  should  observe 
the  festivals,  and  sacrifice  to  the  gods,  but  rather,  that, 
giving  up  feasting  and  drinking,  they  should  employ  their 
time  in  laborious  and  martial  exercises  ;  so  that  while  the 
one  effected  ,all  by  persuasions  and  bis  people's  love  for 
him,  the  other,  with  danger  and  hazard  of  his  person, 
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scarcely  in  the  end  succeeded.  Xuma's  muse  was  a  gentle 
and  loving  inspiration,  fitting  him  well  to  turn  and  soothe 
his  people  into  peace  and  justice  out  of  their  violent  and 
fiery  tempers ;  Avhereas,  if  we  must  admit  the  treatment 
of  the  helots  to  be  a  part  of  Lycurgus's  legislation,  a  most 
cruel  and  iniquitous  proceeding,  we  must  own  that  Xuma 
was  by  a  great  deal  the  more  humane  and  Greek-like 
legislator,  granting  even  to  actual  slaves  a  licence  to  sit  at 
meat  with  their  masters  at  the  feast  of  Saturn,  that  they 
also  might  have  some  taste  and  relish  to  the  sweets  of 
liberty.  For  this  custom,  too,  is  ascribed  to  Numa,  whose 
wish  was,  they  conceive,  to  give  a  place  in  the  enjoyment 
of  the  yearly  fruits  of  the  soil  to  those  who  had  helped  to 
produce  them.  Others  will  have  it  to  be  in  remembrance 
of  the  age  of  Saturn,  when  there  was  no  distinction  be- 
tween master  and  slave,  but  all  lived  as  brothers  and  as 
equals  in  a  condition  of  equality. 

In  general,  it  seems  that  both  aimed  at  the  same  design 
and  intent,  which  was  to  bring  their  people  to  moderation 
and  frugality;  but  of  other  virtues,  the  one  set  his  aflfection 
most  on  fortitude,  and  the  other  on  justice ;  unless  we  will 
attribute  their  different  ways  to  the  different  habits  and 
temperaments  whicli  they  had  to  work  upon  by  their  enact- 
ments ;  for  Numa  did  not  out  of  cowardice  or  fear  affect 
peace,  but  because  he  would  not  be  guilty  of  injustice;  nor 
did  Lycurgus  promote  a  spirit  of  war  in  his  people  that 
they  might  do  injustice  to  others,  but  that  they  might  pro- 
tect themselves  by  it. 

In  bringing  the  habits  they  formed  in  their  people  to  a 
just  and  happy  mean,  mitigating  them  where  they  exceeded, 
and  strengthening  them  where  they  were  deficient,  both 
were  compelled  to  make  great  innovations.  The  frame  of 
government  which  Xuma  formed  was  democratic  and  popu- 
lar to  the  last  extreme,  goldsmiths  and  flute-players  and 
shoemakers  constituting  his  promiscuous,  many-colored 
commonalty.     Lycurgus    was   ris^id   and   aristocrat  ical, 
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banishing  all  the  base  ana  ^Acchanic  arts  to  the  company 
of  servants  and  strangers,  and  Jlcwlng  the  true  citizen? 
no  implements  but  the  spear  and  shield,  the  trade  of  wax- 
only,  and  the  service  of  Mars,  ?nd  no  other  knowledge  or 
study  but  that  of  obedience  to  their  commanding  officers, 
and  victory  over  their  enemies.  Every  sort  of  money- 
making  was  forbid  them  as  freemen ;  and  to  make  them 
thoroughly  so  and  keep  them  so  through  their  whole  lives, 
every  conceivable  concern  with  money  was  handed  over., 
with  the  cooking  and  the  waiting  at  table,  to  slaves  and 
helots.  But  Xuma  made  none  of  these  distinctions ;  he 
only  suppressed  niilitai-y  rapacity,  allowing  free  scope 
to  every  other  means  of  obtaining  wealtli ;  nor  did  he  en- 
deavor to  do  away  witli  inequality  in  this  respect,  but  per- 
mitted riches  to  be  amassed  to  any  extent,  and  paid  no 
attention  to  the  gradual  and  continual  augmentation  and 
influx  of  poverty  ;  which  it  was  his  business  at  the  outset, 
whilst  there  was  no  great  disparity  in  the  estates  of  men, 
and  whilst  people  still  lived  much  in  one  manner,  to 
obviate,  as  Lycurgus  did,  and  take  measures  of  precaution 
against  the  mischiefs  of  avarice,  miscliiefs  not  of  small 
importance,  but  the  real  seed  and  first  beginning  of  all  the 
great  and  extensive  evils  of  after-times.  The  re-division  of 
estates,  Lj^curgus  is  not,  it  seems  to  me,  to  be  blamed  for 
making,  nor  Xuma  for  omitting ;  this  equality  was  the 
oasis  and  foundation  of  the  one  commonwealth;  but  at 
Rome,  where  the  lands  had  been  lately  divided,  there  was 
nothing  to  urge  any  re-division  or  any  disturbance  of  the 
first  arrangement,  which  was  probably  still  in  existence. 

With  respect  to  wives  and  children,  and  that  community 
which  both,  with  a  sound  policy,  appointed,  to  prevent  all 
jealousy,  their  methods,  however,  were  different.  For 
when  a  Roman  thought  himself  to  have  a  sufficient  number 
of  children,  in  case  his  neighbor  who  had  none  should 
come  and  request  his  wife  of  him,  he  had  a  lawful  power 
to  give  her  up  to  him  who  desired  her,  either  for  a  certain 
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time  or  for  good.  The  Lacedajmoniaii  husband,  on  the 
other  hand,  might  allow  the  use  of  his  wife  to  any  other 
that  desired  to  have  children  by  lier,  and  yet  still  keep  her 
in  his  house,  the  original  marriage  obligation  still  subsist- 
ing as  at  first.  Xay,  many  husbands,  as  we  have  said, 
would  invite  men  whom  they  thought  likely  to  procure 
them  fine  and  good-looking  children  into  their  houses. 
What  is  the  difference,  then,  between  the  two  customs? 
Shall  we  say  that  the  Lacedaemonian  system  is  one  of  an 
extreme  and  entire  unconcern  about  their  wives,  and  would 
cause  most  people  endless  disquiet  and  annoyance  with 
pangs  and  jealousies  ?  the  Roman  course  wears  an  air  of  a 
more  delicate  acquiescence,  draws  the  veil  of  a  new  con- 
tract over  the  change,  and  concedes  the  general  insupport- 
ableness  of  mere  community  ?  Numa's  directions,  too,  for 
the  care  of  young  women  are  better  adapted  to  the  female 
sex  and  to  propriety  ;  Lycurgus's  are  altogether  unreserved 
and  unfeminine,  and  have  given  a  great  handle  to  the 
poets,  who  call  them  (Ibycus,  for  example)  Phcenomeride.% 
bare-thighed ;  and  give  them  the  character  (as  does  Euri- 
pides) of  being  wild  after  husbands ; 

These  with  the  young  men  from  the  house  go  out, 
With  thighs  that  show,  and  robes  that  fly  about. 

For  in  fact  the  skirts  of  the  frock  worn  by  unmarried  girls 
were  not  sewn  together  at  the  lower  part,  but  used  to  fly 
back  and  show  the  whole  thigh  bare  as  they  walked.  The 
thing  is  most  distinctly  given  by  Sophocles. 

— She,  also,  the  young  maid, 
Whose  frock,  no  robe  yet  o'ur  it  laid. 
Folding  back,  leaves  her  bare  thigh  free, 
Hermione. 

And  so  their  women,  it  is  said,  were  bold  and  masculine, 
overbearing  to  their  husbands  in  the  first  place,  absolute 
mistresses  in  their  houses,  giving  their  opinions  about  pub- 
lic matters  freely,  and  speaking  openly  eveii  on  the  most 
important  subjects.    But  the  matrons,  under  the  govern' 
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ment  of  Nuraa.  still  indeed  received  from  their  husbands 
all  that  high  respect  and  honor  which  had  been  paid  them 
under  Romulus  as  a  sort  of  atonement  for  the  violence 
done  to  them ;  nevertheless,  great  modesty  was  enjoined 
upon  them ;  all  busy  intermeddling  forbidden,  sobriety 
insisted  on,  and  silence  made  habitual.  Wine  they  were 
not  to  touch  at  all,  nor  to  speak,  except  in  their  husband's 
company,  even  on  the  most  ordinary  subjects.  So  that 
once  when  a  woman  had  the  confidence  to  plead  her  OAvn 
cause  in  a  court  of  judicature,  the  senate,  it  is  said,  sent 
to  niquire  of  the  oracle  what  the  prodigy  did  portend ;  and, 
indeed,  their  general  good  behavior  and  submissiveness  is 
justly  proved  by  the  record  of  those  that  were  otherwise  , 
for  as  the  Greek  historians  record  in  their  annals  the  names 
of  those  who  first  unsheathed  the  sword  of  civil  war,  oi 
murdered  their  brothers,  or  were  parricides,  or  killed  their 
mothers,  so  the  Roman  writers  report  it  as  the  first 
example,  that  Spurius  Carvilius  divorced  his  wife,  being  a 
case  that  never  before  happened,  in  the  space  of  two  hun- 
dred and  thirty  years  from  the  foundation  of  the  city ;  and 
that  one  Thalsea,  the  wife  of  Pinarius,  had  a  quarrel  (the 
first  instance  of  the  kind)  with  her  mother-in-law,  Gegania, 
in  the  reign  of  Tarquinius  Superbus  ;  so  successful  was  the 
legislator  in  securing  order  and  good  conduct  in  the  mar- 
riage relation.  Their  respective  regulations  for  marrying 
the  young  women  are  in  accordance  with  those  for  their 
education.  Lycurgus  made  them  brides  when  they  were 
of  full  age  and  inclination  for  it.  Intercourse,  where 
nature  was  thus  consulted,  would  produce,  he  thought,  love 
and  tenderness,  instead  of  the  dislike  and  fear  attending 
an  unnatural  compulsion  ;  and  their  bodies,  also,  would  be 
better  able  to  bear  the  trials  of  breeding  and  of  bearing 
children,  in  his  judgment  the  one  end  of  marriage. 

The  Romans,  on  the  other  hand,  gave  their  daughters  in 
marriage  as  early  as  twelve  years  old,  or  even  under ;  thus 
they  thought  their  bodies  alike  and  minds  would  be  deiiv 
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ered  to  the  future  husband  pure  and  undeflled.  The  waj 
of  Lycurgus  seems  the  more  natural  with  a  view  to  the 
birth  of  children  ;  the  other,  looking  to  a  life  to  be  spent 
together,  is  more  moral.  However,  the  rules  which  Lycur- 
gus drew  up  for  superintendence  of  children,  their  collec- 
tion into  companies,  their  discipline  and  association,  as  also 
his  exact  regulations  for  their  meals,  exercises,  and  sports, 
argue  Numa  no  more  than  an  ordinary  lawgiver.  Xuma 
left  the  whole  matter  ^mply  to  be  decided  by  the  parent's 
wishes  or  necessities  ;  he  might,  if  he  pleased,  make  his  son 
a  husbandman  or  carpenter,  coppersmith  or  musician ;  as 
if  it  were  of  no  importance  for  them  to  be  directed  and 
trained  up  from  the  beginning  to  one  and  the  same  common 
end,  or  as  though  it  would  do  for  them  to  be  like  passen- 
gers  on  shipboard,  brought  thither  each  for  his  own  ends 
and  by  his  own  choice,  uniting  to  act  for  the  common  good 
only  in  time  of  danger  upon  occasion  of  their  private  fears, 
in  general  looking  simply  to  their  own  interest. 

We  may  forbear,  indeed,  to  blame  common  legislators, 
who  may  be  deficient  in  power  or  knowledge.  But  when  a 
wise  man  like  Numa  had  received  the  sovereignty  over  a 
new  and  docile  people,  was  there  anything  that  would 
better  deserve  his  attention  than  the  education  of  children, 
and  the  training  up  of  the  young,  not  to  contrariety  and 
discordance  of  character,  but  to  the  unity  of  the  connncn 
model  of  virtue,  to  which  from  their  cradle  they  should 
have  been  formed  and  moulded  ?  One  benefit  among  many 
that  Lycurgus  obtained  by  his  course  was  the  permanence 
which  it  secured  to  his  laws.  The  obligation  of  oaths  to 
preserve  them  would  have  availed  but  little,  if  he  had  not, 
by  discipline  and  education,  infused  them  into  the  children's 
characters,  and  imbued  their  whole  early  life  with  a  love  of 
his  government.  The  result  was  that  the  main  points  and 
fundamentals  of  his  loj,nslation  continued  for  above  five 
hundred  years,  like  some  deep  and  thoroughly  ingrained 
tincture,  retaining  their  hold  upon  the  nation.   But  Numa'8 
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whole  desif^n  and  aim,  the  continuance  of  peace  and  good, 
will,  on  his  death  vanished  with  him;  no  sooner  did  he 
expire  his  last  breath  than  the  gates  of  Janus's  temple  flew 
wide  open;  and,  as  if  war  had,  indeed,  been  kept  and  caged 
up  within  those  walls,  it  rushed  forth  to  fill  all  Italy  with 
blood  and  slaughter ;  and  thus  that  best  and  justest  fabric 
of  things  was  of  no  long  continuance,  because  it  wanted  that 
cement  which  should  have  kept  all  together,  education. 
What,  then,  some  may  say,  has  not  Rome  been  advanced 
and  bettered  by  her  wars  ?  A  question  that  will  need  a 
long  answer,  if  it  is  to  be  one  to  satisfy  men  who  take  the 
better  to  consist  in  riches,  luxury,  and  dominion,  rather  than 
in  security,  gentleness,  and  that  independence  which  is 
accompanied  by  justice.  However,  it  makes  much  for 
Lycurgus,  that,  after  the  Romans  had  deserted  the  doctrine 
and  discipline  of  Xuma,  their  empire  grew  and  their  power 
increased  so  much  ;  whereas  so  soon  as  the  Lacedaemonians 
fell  from  the  institutions  of  Lycurgus,  they  sank  from  the 
highest  to  the  lowest  state,  and,  after  forfeiting  their 
supremacy  over  the  rest  of  Greece,  were  themselves  in 
danger  of  absolute  extirpation.  Thus  much,  meantime,  was 
peculiarly  signal  and  almost  divine  in  the  circumstances  of 
Numa,  that  he  Avas  an  alien,  and  yet  courted  to  come  and 
accept  a  kingdom,  the  fi-ame  of  which  though  he  entirely 
altered,  yet  he  performed  it  by  mere  persuasion,  and  ruled 
a  city  that  as  yet  had  scarce  become  one  city,  without 
recurring  to  arms  or  any  violence  (such  as  Lycurgus  used, 
supporting  himself  by  the  aid  of  the  nobler  citizens  against 
the  commonalty),  but,  by  mere  force  of  wisdom  and  justice, 
established  union  and  harmony  amongst  all. 
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SOLON. 

DiDYMUs,  the  grammarian,  in  his  answev  to  Asclepiades 
concerning  Solon's  Tables  of  Law,  mentions  a  passage  oj 
one  Philocles,  who  states  that  Solon's  father's  name  was 
Euphorion,  contrary  to  the  opinion  of  all  others  who  have 
written  concerning  him  ;  for  they  generally  agree  that  he 
was  the  son  of  Execestides,  a  man  of  moderate  wealth  and 
power  in  the  city,  bu^^  of  a  most  noble  stock,  being  de- 
scended from  Codrus ;  his  mother,  as  Heraclides  Ponticus 
affirms,  was  cousin  to  Pisistratus's  mother,  and  the  two  at 
first  were  great  friends,  partly  because'they  were  akin, and 
partly  because  of  Pisistratus's  noble  qualities  and  beauty. 
And  they  say  Solon  loved  him ;  and  that  is  the  reason,  I 
suppose,  that  when  afterwards  they  differed  about  the  gov- 
ernment,  their  enmity  never  produced  any  hot  and  violent 
passion,  they  remembered  their  old  kindnesses,  and  re- 
tained 

Still  in  its  embers  living  the  strong  flre 

of  their  love  and  dear  affection.  For  that  Solon  was  not 
proof  against  beauty,  nor  of  courage  to  stand  up  to  passion 
and  meet  it, 

Hand  to  band  as  In  the  ring, 

we  may  conjecture  by  his  poems,  and  one  of  his  laws, 
in  which  there  are  practices  forbidden  to  slaves,  which 
he  would  appear,  therefore,  to  recommend  to  freemen. 
Pisistratus,  it  is  stated,  was  similarly  attached  to  one 
Charmus ;  he  it  was  who  dedicated  the  figure  of  Love  in 
the  Academy,  where  the  runners  in  the  sacred  torch  race 
light  their  torches.  Solon,  as  Ilermippus  writes,  when  his 
father  had  ruined  his  estate  in  doing  benefits  and  kind- 
nesses to  other  men,  though  he  had  friends  enough  that 
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vere  willing  to  contribute  to  his  relief,  yet  was  ashamed 
to  be  beholden  to  others,  since  he  was  descended  from  a 
family  who  were  accustomed  to  do  kindnesses  rather  than 
receive  them ;  and  therefore  applied  himself  to  merchandise 
in  his  youth  ;  though  others  assure  us  that  he  travelled 
rather  to  get  learning  and  experience  than  to  make  money. 
It  is  certain  that  he  was  a  lover  of  knowledge,  for  when  he 
was  old  he  would  say,  that  he 

Each  day  grew  older,  and  learnt  something  new ; 

and  yet  no  admirer  of  riches,  esteeming  as  equally  wealthy 
the  man 

Who  hath  both  gold  and  silver  in  fits  hand. 
Horses  and  mules,  and  acres  of  wbeat-land. 
And  him  whose  all  is  decent  fooa  to  eat. 
Clothes  to  his  back  and  shoes  upon  his  feet. 
And  a  young  wife  and  child,  since  so  twill  be. 
And  no  more  years  than  will  with  that  agree ; 

and  in  another  place, — 

Wealth  I  would  have,  but  wealth  by  wrong  procure 
I  would  not;  justice,  e'en  if  slow,  is  sure. 

And  it  is  perfectly  possible  for  a  good  man  and  a  statesman, 
without  being  solicitous  for  superfluities,  to  show  some 
concern  for  competent  necessaries.  In  his  time,  as  Ilesiod 
says,  "  Work  was  a  shame  to  none,"  nor  was  any  distinc- 
made  with  respect  to  trade,  but  merchandise  was  a  noble 
calling,  which  brought  home  the  good  things  which  the 
barbarous  nations  enjoyed,  was  the  occasion  of  friendship 
with  their  kings,  and  a  great  source  of  experience.  Some 
merchants  have  built  great  cities,  as  Protis,  the  founder  of 
Massilia,  to  whom  the  Gauls,  near  the  Rhone,  were  much 
attached.  Some  report  also,  that  Thales  and  Hippocrates 
the  mathematician  traded;  and  that  Plato  defrayed  the 
charges  of  his  travels  by  selling  oil  in  Egypt.  Solon's 
softness  and  profuseness,  his  popular  rather  than  philo- 
Bophical  tone  about  pleasure  in  his  poems,  have  been  as- 
Icribed  to  his  trading  life  j  for,  having  suffered  a  thousand 
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dangers,  it  was  natural  they  should  be  recompensed  wit! 
some  gratifications  and  enjoyments ;  but  that  he  accounted 
himself  rather  poor  than  rich  is  evident  from  the  lines,- 

8ome  wicked  men  are  rich,  some  good  are  poor. 
We  will  not  change  our  virtue  for  their  store; 
Vlrtue'8  n  thing  that  none  can  take  away; 
But  money  changes  owners  all  the  day. 

At  first  he  used  his  poetry  only  in  trifles,  not  for  any 
serious  purpose,  but  simply  to  pass  away  his  idle  hours 
but  afterwards  he  introduced  moral  sentences  and  state 
matters,  which  he  did,  not  to  record  them  merely  as  an 
historian,  but  to  justify  his  own  actions,  and  sometimes  to 
correct,  chastise,  and  stir  up  the  Athenians  to  noble  per- 
formances. Some  report  that  he  designed  to  put  his  laws 
into  heroic  verse,  and  that  they  began  thus, — 

We  humbly  beg  a  blessing  on  our  laws 
From  mighty  Jove,  and  honor,  and  applause. 

In  philosophy,  as  most  of  the  wise  men  then,  he  chiefly 
esteemed  the  political  part  of  morals ;  in  physics,  he  was 
very  plain  and  antiquated,  as  appears  by  this, — 

It  is  the  clouds  that  make  the  snow  and  hail. 
And  thunder  comes  from  lightning  without  tail ; 
The  sea  is  stormy  when  tho  winds  nave  blown, 
But  it  deals  fairly  when  'tis  left  alone. 

And,  indeed,  it  is  probable  that  at  that  time  Thales  alone 
had  raised  philosophy  above  mere  practice  into  speculation ; 
and  the  rest  of  the  wise  men  were  so  called  from  prudence 
in  political  concerns.  It  is  said,  that  they  had  an  inter- 
view at  Delphi,  and  another  at  Corinth,  by  the  procure- 
ment of  Periander,  who  made  a  meeting  for  them,  and  a 
supper.  But  their  reputation  was  chiefly  raised  by  send- 
ing the  tripod  to  them  all,  by  their  modest  refusal,  and 
complaisant  yielding  to  one  another.  For,  as  the  story 
goes,  some  of  the  Coans  fishing  with  a  net,  some  strangers, 
Milesians,  bought  the  draught  at  a  venture;  the  net 
brought  up  a  golden  tripod,  which,  they  say,  Helen,  at  lier 
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return  from  Troy,  upon  the  remembrance  of  an  old  proph« 
ecy,  threw  in  there.  Xow,  the  strangers  at  first  contest- 
ing with  the  fishers  about  the  tripod,  and  the  cities  espous- 
ing the  quarrel  so  far  as  to  engage  themselves  in  a  war, 
Apollo  decided  the  controversy  by  commanding  to  present 
it  to  the  wisest  man ;  and  first  it  was  sent  to  jMiletus  to 
Thales,  the  Coans  freely  presenting  him  with  that  for 
wbi-  ti  they  fouglit  against  the  whole  body  of  the  ^lilesians ; 
but  hales  declaring  Bias  the  wiser  pei'son,  it  was  sent  to 
hiin  ;  from  him  to  another ;  and  so,  going  round  them  all, 
it  i  d  ne  to  Thales  a  second  time  ;  and,  at  last,  being  carried 
lioKi  Miletus  to  Thebes,  was  there  dedicated  to  Apollo 
fsiiit-nius.  Tlieophrastus  writes  that  it  was  first  presented 
|0  l  ias  at  Priene ;  and  next  to  Tliales  at  Miletus,  and  so 
Ih.  iugh  all  it  returned  to  Bias,  and  was  afterwards  sent  to 
T)elphi.  This  is  tlie  general  report,  only  some,  instead  of 
a  iripod,  say  this  present  was  a  cup  sent  by  Croesus; 
oiliers,  a  piece  of  plate  that  one  Bathycles  had  left.  It  is 
f  t  tted,  tliat  Anacharsis  and  Solon,  and  Solon  and  Thales, 
■,'  ere  familiarly  acquainted,  and  some  have  delivered  parts 
nt  their  discourse;  for,  they  say,  Anacliarsis,  coming  to 
Athens,  knocked  at  Solon's  door,  and  told  him,  that  he, 
being  a  stranger,  was  come  to  be  liis  guest,  and  contract  a 
friendship  with  him;  and  Solon  replying,  " It  is  better  to 
make  friends  at  home,"'  Anacharsis  replied,  "  Then  you  that 
are  at  home  make  friendship  with  me."  Solon,  somewhat 
surprised  at  the  readiness  of  the  repartee,  received  him 
kirdly,  and  kept  him  some  time  with  him,  being  already 
engaged  in  public  business  and  the  compilation  of  his  laws ; 
which,  when  Anacharsis  understood,  he  laughed  at  him  for 
imagining  the  dishonesty  and  covetousnoss  of  his  country- 
men could  be  restrained  by  written  laws,  which  were  like 
spiders'  webs,  and  would  catch,  it  is  true,  the  weak  and 
poor,  but  easily  be  broken  by  the  mighty  and  rich.  To  this 
Solon  rejoined  that  men  keep  their  promises  when  neither 
side  can  get  anything  by  the  breaking  of  them ;  and  he 
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would  SO  fit  his  laws  to  the  citizens,  that  all  should  under 
stand  it  was  more  eligible  to  be  just  than  to  break  the  laws, 
But  the  event  rather  agreed  with  the  conjecture  of  Ana. 
charsis  than  Solon's  hope.  Anacharsis,  being  once  at  the 
Assembly,  expressed  his  wonder  at  the  fact  that  in  Greece 
wise  men  spoke  and  fools  decided. 

Solon  went,  thej'  say,  to  Thales,  at  Miletus,  and  wondered 
that  Thales  took  no  care  to  get  him  a  wife  and  children. 
To  this,  Thales  made  no  answer  for  the*  present ;  but  a  few 
days  after  procured  a  stranger  to  pretend  that  he  had  left 
Athens  ten  days  ago  ;  and  Solon  inquiring  what  news 
there,  the  man,  according  to  his  instructions,  replied, 
"None  but  a  young  man's  funeral,  which  the  whole  city 
attended ;  for  he  was  the  son,  they  said,  of  an  honorable 
man,  the  most  virtuous  of  the  citizens,  who  was  not  then 
at  home,  but  had  been  travelling  a  long  time."  Solon 
replied,  "  "What  a  miserable  man  is  he !  But  what  was  his 
name  ?  "  "I  have  heard  it,"  says  the  man,  "but  have  now 
forgotten  it,  only  there  was  a  great  talk  of  his  wisdom  and 
his  justice."  Thus  Solon  was  drawn  on  by  every  answer, 
and  his  fears  heightened,  till  at  last,  being  extremely  con- 
cerned, he  mentioned  his  own  name,  and  asked  the  stranger 
if  that  young  man  was  called  Solon's  son  ;  and  the  stranger 
assenting,  he  began  to  beat  his  head,  and  to  do  and  say  all 
that  is  usual  with  men  in  transports  of  grief.  But  Thales 
took  his  hand,  and,  with  a  smile,  said,  "These  things, 
Solon,  keep  me  from  marriage  and  rearing  children,  which 
are  too  great  for  even  your  constancy  to  support ;  how- 
ever, be  not  concerned  at  the  report,  for  it  is  a  Action." 
This  Hermippus  relates,  from  Pataecus,  who  boasted  that 
he  had  ^sop's  soul. 

However,  it  is  irrational  and  poor-spirited  not  to  seek 
conveniences  for  fear  of  losing  them,  for  upon  the  saraeao 
count  we  should  not  allow  ourselves  to  like  wealth,  glory,  or 
wisdom,  since  we  may  fear  to  be  deprived  of  all  these;  nay, 
even  virtue  itself,  than  which  there  is  no  greater  nor  more 
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desirable  possession,  is  often  suspended  by  sickness  or 
drugs.  Now  Thales,  though  unmarried,  could  not  be  free 
from  solicitude,  unless  he  likewise  felt  no  care  for  his 
friends,  his  kinsman,  or  his  country ;  yet  we  are  told  he 
adopted  Cybisthus,  his  sister's  son.  P"'or  the  soul,  having 
a  principle  of  kindness  in  itself,  and  being  born  to  love,  as 
well  as  perceive,  think,  or  remember,  inclines  and  fixes 
upon  some  stranger,  when  a  man  has  none  of  his  own  to 
embrace.  And  alien  or  illegitimate  objects  insinuate  them- 
selves into  his  affections,  as  into  some  estate  that  lacks 
lawful  heirs ;  and  with  affection  come  anxiety  and  care  ;  in- 
somuch that  you  may  see  men  that  use  the  strongest  lan- 
guage against  the  marriage-bed  and  the  fruit  of  it,  when 
some  servant's  or  concubine's  child  is  sick  or  dies,  almost 
killed  with  grief,  and  abjectly  lamenting.  Some  have  given 
way  to  shameful  and  desperate  sorrow  at  the  loss  of  a  dog 
or  horse ;  others  have  borne  the  death  of  virtuous  children 
without  any  extravagant  or  unbecoming  grief,  have  passed 
the  rest  of  their  lives  like  men,  and  according  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  reason.  It  is  not  affection,  it  is  weakness  that 
brings  men,  unarmed  against  fortune  by  reason,  into  these 
endless  pains  and  terrors ;  and  they  indeed  have  not  even 
the  present  enjoyment  of  what  they  doat  upon,  the  possi- 
bility of  the  future  loss  causing  them  continual  pangs,  tre- 
mors, and  distresses.  "VYe  must  not  provide  against  tlie 
loss  of  wealth  by  poverty,  or  of  friends  by  refusing  all 
acquaintance,  or  of  children  by  having  none,  but  by  moral- 
ity and  reason.    But  of  this  too  much. 

Now,  when  the  Athenians  were  tired  with  a  tedious  and 
difficult  war  that  they  conducted  against  the  Megarians  for 
the  island  Salamis,  and  made  a  law  that  it  should  be  death 
for  any  man,  by  writing  or  speaking,  to  assert  that  the  city 
ought  to  endeavor  to  recover  it,  Solon,  vexed  at  the  dis- 
grace, and  perceiving  thousands  of  the  youth  wished  for 
somebody  to  begin,  but  did  not  dare  to  stir  first  for  fear  of 
the  law,  counterfeited  a  distraction,  and  by  his  own  family 
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it  was  spread  about  tlie  city  that  lie  was  mad.  He  then 
secretly  composed  some  elegiac  verses,  and  getting  them  by 
heart,  that  it  might  seem  extempore,  ran  out  into  the  mar- 
ket-place  with  a  cap  upon  his  head,  and,  the  people  gather- 
ing about  him,  got  upon  the  herald's  stand,  and  sang  that 
elegy  which  begins  thus  : — 

I  am  a  herald  come  from  Salamis  the  fair, 
My  news  from  thence  my  verses  shall  declare. 

The  poem  is  called  Salamis  ;  it  contains  an  hundred  verses 
very  elegantly  written ;  when  it  had  been  sung,  his  friends 
commended  it,  and  especially  Pisistratus  exhorted  the  citi- 
zens to  obey  his  directions ;  insomuch  that  they  recalled 
the  hiw,  and  renewed  the  war  under  Solon's  conduct.  The 
popular  tale  is,  that  with  Pisistratus  he  sailed  to  Colias, 
and,  finding  the  women,  according  to  the  custom  of  the 
country  there,  sacrificing  to  Ceres,  he  sent  a  trusty  friend 
to  Salamis,  who  should  pretend  himself  a  renegade,  and 
advise  them,  if  they  desired  to  seize  the  chief  Athenian 
women,  to  come  with  him  at  once  to  Colias  ;  the  ]\[egarirtns 
presently  sent  off  men  in  the  vessel  with  him ;  and  Solon, 
seeing  it  put  off  from  the  island,  commanded  the  women  to 
be  gone,  and  some  beardless  youths,  dressed  in  their  clothes, 
their  shoes  and  caps,  and  privately  armed  with  daggers,  to 
dance  and  play  near  the  shore  till  the  enemies  had  landed 
and  the  vessel  was  in  their  power.  Things  being  thns 
ordered,  the  Megarians  were  lured  with  the  appearance, 
and,  coming  to  the  shore,  jumped  out,  eager  who  should 
first  seize  a  prize,  so  that  not  one  of  them  escaped ;  and  tlie 
Athenians  set  sail  for  the  island  and  took  it. 

Others  say  that  it  was  not  taken  this  way,  but  that  he 
first  received  this  oracle  from  Delphi : 

Those  h('r.  .cs  that  in  fair  Asopia  rest, 
All  buried  with  their  faces  to  the  west, 
Go  and  appease  with  offerings  of  the  best; 

and  that  Solon,  sailing  by  niglit  to  the  island,  sacrificed  to 
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the  heroes  Periphemus  and  Cychreus,  and  then  takmg  five 
hundred  Athenian  volunteers  (a  law  having  passed  that 
those  that  took  the  island  should  be  highest  in  the  govern- 
ment), "with  a  number  of  flsher-boats  and  one  thirty-oared 
ship,  anchored  in  a  bay  of  Salamis  that  looks  towards 
Nissea ;  and  the  Megai'ians  that  were  then  in  the  island, 
hearing  only  an  uncertain  report,  hurried  to  their  arms, 
and  sent  a  ship  to  reconnoitre  the  enemies.  This  ship 
Solon  took,  and,  securing  the  ]Megarians,  maimed  it  with 
Athenians,  and  gave  them  orders  to  sail  to  the  island  with 
as  much  privacy  as  possible  ;  meantime  he,  with  the  other 
soldiers,  marched  against  the  Megarians  by  land,  and  whilst 
they  were  fighting,  those  from  the  ship  took  the  city.  And 
this  narrative  is  confirmed  by  the  following  solemnity,  that 
was  afterwards  observed :  An  Athenian  ship  used  to  sail 
silently  at  first  to  the  island,  then,  with  noise  and  a  great 
shout,  one  leapt  out  armed,  and  with  a  loud  cry  ran  to  the 
promontory  Sciradium  to  meet  those  that  approached  upon 
the  land.  And  just  by  there  stands  a  temple  which  Solon 
dedicated  to  Mars.  For  he  beat  the  Megarians,  and  as 
many  as  were  not  killed  in  the  battle  he  sent  away  upon 
conditions. 

The  Megarians,  however,  still  contending,  and  both  sides 
having  received  considerable  losses,  they  chose  the  Spar- 
tans for  arbitrators.  Xow,  many  affirm  that  Homer's  au- 
thority did  Solon  a  considerable  kindness,  and  that,  intro- 
ducing a  line  into  the  Catalogae  of  Ships,  when  the  matter 
was  to  be  determined,  he  read  the  passage  as  follows  : 

Twelve  ships  from  Salamis  stout  Ajax  brought, 
And  ranked  his  men  where  the  Athenians  fought. 

The  Athenians,  however,  call  this  but  an  idle  story,  and  re- 
port that  Solon  made  it  appear  to  the  judges,  that  Philseus 
and  Eurysaces,  the  sons  of  Ajax,  being  made  citizens  of 
Athens,  gave  them  the  island,  and  that  one  of  them  dwelt 
at  Brauron  in  Attica,  the  other  at  Melite ;  and  they  have  a 
township  of  Philaidse,  to  which  Pisistratus  belonged,  deri ^f- 
11 
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ing  its  name  from  this  PhiUtus.  Solon  took  a  farther  argu. 
ment  against  the  .Megarians  fioni  the  dead  bodies,  which, 
he  said,  were  not  buried  after  their  fashion,  but  according 
to  tlie  Athenian  ;  for  the  Megariaiis  turn  the  corpse  to  tlie 
east,  the  Athenians  to  the  west.  But  Ilereas  the  Megariaii 
denies  tliis,  and  afiirnis  that  they  likewise  turn  the  body 
to  the  west,  and  also  that  the  Athenians  have  a  separate 
tomb  for  everybody,  but  the  Megarians  put  two  or  three 
into  one.  However,  some  of  Apollo's  oracles,  where  he 
calls  Salamis  Ionian,  made  much  for  Solon.  This  matter 
was  determined  by  five  Spartans,  Critolaidas,  Amomphare- 
tus,  Hypsechidas,  Anaxilas,  and  Cleomenes. 

For  this,  Solon  grew  famed  and  pow^erful ;  but  his  advice 
in  favor  of  defending  the  oracle  at  Delphi,  to  give  aid,  and 
not  to  suffer  the  Cirrhseans  to  profane  it,  but  to  maintain 
the  honor  of  the  god,  got  him  most  repute  among  the 
Greeks  ;  for  upon  his  persuasion  the  Amphictyons  under- 
took the  war,  as  amongst  others,  Aristotle  affirms,  in  his 
enumeration  of  the  victors  at  the  Pythian  games,  where  he 
makes  Solon  the  author  of  this  counsel.  Solon,  however, 
was  not  general  in  that  expedition,  as  Hermippus  states,  out 
of  Evanthes  the  Samian ;  for  ^schines  the  orator  says  no 
such  thing,  and,  in  the  Delphian  register,  Alcinseon,  not 
Solon,  is  named  as  commander  of  the  Athenians. 

Now  the  Cylonian  pollution  had  a  long  while  disturbed 
the  commonwealth,  ever  since  the  time  when  Megacles  the 
archon  persuaded  the  conspirators  with  Cylon  that  took 
sanctuary  in  Minerva's  temple  to  come  down  and  stand  to 
a  fair  trial.  And  tliey,  tying  a  thread  to  the  image,  and 
holding  one  end  of  it,  went  down  to  the  tribunal;  but  when 
they  came  to  the  temple  of  the  Furies,  the  thread  broke  of 
its  own  accord,  upon  which,  as  if  the  goddess  had  refused 
them  protection,  they  were  seized  by  Megacles  and  the 
other  magistrates ;  as  many  as  were  witliout  the  temples 
were  stoned,  these  that  fled  for  sanctuary  were  butchered 
at  the  altar,  and  only  those  escaped  who  made  supplication 
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to  the  wives  of  the  magistrates.  But  they  from  that  time 
were  considered  under  pollution,  and  regarded  with  hatred. 
The  remainder  of  the  faction  of  Cylon  grew  strong  again, 
and  had  continual  quarrels  with  the  family  of  Megacles ; 
and  now  the  quarrel  being  at  its  height,  and  the  people 
divided,  Solon,  being  in  reputation,  interposed  with  the 
chiefest  of  the  Athenians,  and  by  entreaty  and  admonition 
persuaded  the  polluted  to  submit  to  a  trial  and  the  decision 
of  three  hundred  noble  citizens.  And  Myron  of  Phlya 
being  their  accuser,  they  were  found  guilty,  and  as  many 
as  were  then  alive  were  banished,  and  the  bodies  of  the 
dead  were  dug  up,  and  scattered  beyond  the  confines  of 
the  country.  In  the  midst  of  these  distractions,  the  Mega- 
rians  falling  upon  them,  they  lost  Xissea  and  Salamis  again ; 
besides,  the  city  was  disturbed  with  superstitious  fears 
and  strange  appearances,  and  the  priests  declared  that  the 
sacrifices  intimated  some  villanies  and  pollutions  that  were 
to  be  expiated.  Upon  this,  they  sent  for  Epimenides  the 
Phsestian  from  Crete,  who  is  counted  the  seventh  wise  man 
by  those  that  will  not  admit  Periander  into  the  number. 
He  seems  to  have  been  thought  a  favorite  of  heaven,  pos- 
sessed of  knowledge  in  all  the  supernatural  and  ritual  parts 
of  religion ;  and,  therefore,  the  men  of  his  age  called  him  a 
new  Cures,  and  son  of  a  nymph  named  Balte.  When  he 
came  to  Athens,  and  grew  acquainted  with  Solon,  he  served 
him  in  many  instances,  and  prepared  the  way  for  his  legis- 
lation. He  made  them  moderate  in  their  forms  of  worship, 
and  abated  their  mourning  by  ordering  some  sacrifices 
presently  after  the  funeral,  and  taking  off  those  severe  and 
barbarous  ceremonies  which  the  women  usually  practised ; 
but  the  greatest  benefit  was  his  purifying  and  sanctifying 
the  city,  by  certain  propitiatory  and  expiatory  lustrations, 
and  foundations  of  sacred  buildings,  by  that  means  making 
them  more  submissive  to  justice,  and  more  inclined  to 
harmony.  It  is  reported  that,  looking  upon  Munychia,  and 
considering  a  long  while,  he  said  to  those  that  stood  by, 
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«  How  blind  is  man  in  future  things!  for  did  the  Athenians 
foresee  what  mischief  tliis  would  do  their  city,  they  would 
even  eat  it  with  their  own  teeth  to  be  rid  of  it."  A  similar 
anticipation  is  ascribed  to  Thales ;  they  say  he  commanded 
his  friends  to  bury  him  in  an  obscure  and  contemned  quar- 
ter of  the  territory  of  Miletus,  saying  that  it  should  some 
day  be  the  market-place  of  the  Milesians.  Epimenides, 
being  much  honored,  and  receiving  from  the  city  rich  offers 
of  large  gifts  and  privileges,  requested  but  one  branch  of 
the  sacred  olive,  and,  on  that  being  granted,  returned. 

The  Athenians,  now  the  Cylonian  sedition  was  over  and 
the  polluted  gone  into  banishment,  fell  into  their  old 
quarrels  about  the  government,  there  being  as  many 
different  parties  as  there  were  diversities  in  the  country. 
The  Hill  quarter  favored  democracy,  the  Plain,  oligarchy, 
and  those  that  lived  by  the  Seaside  stood  for  a  mixed  sort 
of  government,  and  so  hindered  either  of  the  other  parties 
from  prevailing.  And  the  disparity  of  fortune  between  the 
rich  and  the  poor,  at  that  time,  also  reached  its  height ;  so 
that  the  city  seemed  to  be  in  a  truly  dangerous  condition, 
and  no  other  means  for  freeing  it  from  disturbances  and 
settling  it  to  be  possible  but  a  despotic  power.  All  the 
people  were  indebted  to  the  rich ;  and  either  they  tilled 
their  land  for  their  creditors,  paying  them  a  sixth  part  of 
the  increase,  and  were,  therefoi'e,  called  Ilectemorii  and 
Thetes,  or  else  they  engaged  their  body  for  the  debt,  and 
might  be  seized,  and  either  sent  into  slavery  at  home,  or 
sold  to  strangers ;  some  (for  no  law  forbade  it)  Avere  forced 
to  sell  their  children,  or  fly  their  country  to  avoid  the 
cruelty  of  their  creditors ;  but  the  most  part  and  the 
bravest  of  them  began  to  combine  together  and  encourage 
one  another  to  stand  to  it,  to  clioose  a  leader,  to  liberate 
the  condemned  debtors,  divide  the  land,  and  change  the 
government. 

Then  the  wisest  of  the  Athenians,  perceiving  Solon  was 
of  all  men  the  only  one  not  implicated  in  the  troubles,  that 


SOLOW. 


165 


he  had  not  joined  in  the  exactions  of  the  rich,  and  v,'as  not 
involved  in  the  necessities  of  the  poor,  pressed  liira  to  succor 
the  commonwealtli  and  compose  the  differences.  Though 
Phanias  the  Lesbian  affirms,  that  Solon,  to  save  his  country, 
put  a  trick  upon  both  parties,  and  privately  promised  the 
poor  a  division  of  the  lands,  and  the  rich  security  for  their 
debts.  Solon,  however,  himself  says,  that  it  was  reluctantly 
at  first  that  he  engaged  in  state  affairs,  being  afraid  of  the 
pride  of  one  party  and  the  greediness  of  the  other  ;  he  was 
chosen  archon,  however,  after  Philombrotus,  and  em- 
powered to  be  an  arbitrator  and  lawgiver ;  the  rich  con- 
senting because  he  was  wealthy,  the  poor  because  he  was 
honest.  There  was  a  saying  of  his  current  before  the  elec- 
tion, that  when  things  are  ere/i  there  never  can  be  war,  and 
this  pleased  both  parties,  the  wealthy  and  the  poor  ;  the  one 
conceiving  him  to  mean,  when  all  have  their  fair  proportion  ; 
the  others,  when  all  are  absolutely  equal.  Thus,  there  being 
great  hopes  on  both  sides,  the  chief  men  pressed  Solon  to 
take  the  government  into  his  own  hands,  and,  when  he  was 
once  settled,  manage  the  business  freely  and  according  to 
his  pleasure;  and  many  of  the  commons,  perceiving  it  would 
be  a  difficult  change  to  be  effected  by  law  and  reason,  were 
willing  to  have  one  wise  and  just  man  set  over  the  affairs ; 
and  some  say  that  Solon  had  this  oracle  from  Apollo — 

Take  the  mid-seat,  and  be  the  vessel's  guide ; 
Many  in  Athens  are  upon  your  side. 

But  chieiiy  his  familiar  friends  chid  him  for  disaffecting 
monarchy  only  because  of  the  name,  as  if  the  virtue  of  the 
ruler  could  not  make  it  a  lawful  form  ;  Euboea  had  made 
this  experiment  when  it  chose  Tynnondas,  and  Mitylene, 
which  had  made  Pittacus  its  prince ;  yet  this  could  not 
shake  Solon's  resolution ;  but,  as  they  say,  he  replied  to  his 
friends,  that  it  was  true  a  tyranny  was  a  very  fair  spot,  but 
it  had  no  way  down  from  it ;  and  in  a  copy  of  verses  to 
Phocus  he  writes — 
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— that  I  spared  my  land, 
And  withheld  from  usurpation  and  from  violence  my  hand. 
And  forbore  to  fix  a  stain  and  a  disgrace  on  my  good  name, 
I  regret  not ;  I  believe  that  it  will  be  my  chietest  fame. 

From  which  it  is  manifest  that  he  was  a  man  of  great  repu 
tation  before  he  gave  his  laws.  The  several  mocks  tliat 
were  put  upon  him  for  refusing  the  power  he  records  in 
these  words, — 

Solon  surely  was  a  dreamer,  and  a  man  of  simple  mind; 

When  the  gods  would  give  him  fortune,  he  of  his  own  will  declined; 

When  the  net  was  full  of  fishes,  over-heavy  thinking  it, 

He  declined  to  haul  it  up,  through  want  of  heart  and  want  of  wit. 

Had  but  I  that  chance  of  riches  and  of  kingship,  for  one  day, 

I  would  give  my  skin  for  flaying,  and  my  house  to  die  away. 

Thus  he  makes  the  many  and  the  low  people  speak  of 
him.  Yet,  though  he  refused  the  government,  he  was  not 
too  mild  in  the  affair  ;  he  did  not  show  himself  mean  and 
submissive  to  the  powerful,  nor  make  his  laws  to  pleasure 
those  that  choose  him.  For  where  it  was  well  before,  he 
applied  no  remedy,  nor  altered  anything,  for  fear  lest, 

Overthrowing  altogether  and  disordering  the  state, 

he  should  be  too  weak  to  new-model  and  recompose  it  to 
a  tolerable  condition ;  but  what  he  thought  he  could  effect 
by  persuasion  upon  the  pliable,  and  by  force  upon  the  stub- 
born, this  he  did,  as  he  himself  says. 

With  force  and  justice  working  both  in  one. 

And,  therefore,  when  he  was  afterwards  asked  if  he  had 
left  the  Athenians  the  best  laws  that  could  be  given,  he 
replied,  "  The  best  they  could  receive."  The  way  which, 
the  moderns  say,  the  Athenians  have  of  softening  the 
badness  of  a  thing,  by  ingeniously  giving  it  some  pretty 
and  innocent  appellation,  calling  harlots,  for  example,  mis- 
tresses, tributes  customs,  a  gari-ison  a  guard,  and  the  jail 
the  chamber,  seem  originally  to  have  been  Solon's  con. 
trivance,  who  called  cancelling  debts  Seisacthea,  a  re- 
lief, or  disencumbrance.  For  the  first  thing  which  he 
settled  was,  that  what  debts  remained  should  be  forgiven, 
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and  no  man,  for  the  future,  should  engage  the  body  of 
his  debtor  for  security.  Though  some,  as  Androtion, 
affirm  that  tlie  debts  were  not  cancelled,  but  the  in- 
terest only  lessened,  which  sufficiently  pleased  the  people ; 
so  that  they  named  this  benefit  the  Seisacthea,  together 
with  the  enlarging  their  measures,  and  raising  the  value  of 
their  money ;  for  he  made  a  pound,  which  before  passed 
for  seventy-three  drachmas,  go  for  a  hundred;  so  that, 
though  the  number  of  pieces  in  the  payment  was  equal, 
the  value  was  less ;  which  proved  a  considerable  benefit  to 
those  that  were  to  discharge  great  debts,  and  no  loss  to  the 
creditors.  But  most  agree  that  it  was  the  taking  off  the 
debts  that  was  called  Seisacthea,  which  is  confirmed  by 
some  places  in  his  poem,  where  he  takes  honor  to  himself, 
that 

The  mortgage-stones  that  covered  her,  by  me 
Removed, — the  land  that  was  a  slave  is  free : 

that  some  who  had  been  seized  for  their  debts  he  had 
brought  back  from  other  countries,  where 

— so  far  their  lot  to  roam, 
They  had  forgot  the  language  of  their  home  ; 

and  some  he  had  set  at  liberty, 

Who  here  in  shameful  servitude  were  held. 

While  he  was  designing  this,  a  most  vexatious  thing 
happened;  for  when  he  had  resolved  to  take  off  the 
debts,  and  was  considering  the  proper  form  and  fit 
beginning  for  it,  he  told  some  of  his  friends,  Conon,  Clinias, 
and  Hipponicus,  in  whom  he  had  a  great  deal  of  con- 
fidence, that  he  would  not  meddle  with  the  lands,  but 
only  free  the  people  from  their  debts ;  upon  which  they, 
using  their  advantage,  made  haste  and  borrowed  some  con- 
siderable sums  of  money,  and  purcliased  some  large  farms ; 
and  when  the  law  was  enacted,  they  kept  the  possessions, 
and  would  not  return  the  money  ;  which  brought  Solon 
into  great  suspicion  and  dislike,  as  if  he  himself  had  not 


168 


PLUTARCH'S  LIVES. 


been  abused,  but  was  concerned  in  the  contrivance.  But 
he  presently  stopped  this  suspicion,  by  releasing  his  debtors 
of  five  talents  (for  he  had  lent  so  much),  according  to  the 
law;  others,  as  Polyzelus  the  Rhodian,  say  fifteen;  his 
friends,  however,  were  ever  afterward  called  Chreocopidae, 
repudiators. 

In  this  he  pleased  neither  party,  for  the  rich  were  angry 
for  their  money,  and  the  poor  that  the  land  was  not 
divided,  and,  as  Lycurgus  ordered  in  his  commonwealth, 
all  men  reduced  to  equality.  He,  it  is  true,  being  the 
eleventh  from  Hercules,  and  having  reigned  many  years  in 
Lacedsemon,  had  got  a  great  reputation  and  friends  and 
power,  which  he  could  use  in  modelling  his  state ;  and  ap- 
plying force  more  than  persuasion,  insomuch  that  he  lost 
his  eye  in  the  scuffle,  was  able  to  employ  the  most  effectual 
means  for  the  safety  and  harmony  of  a  state,  by  not  per- 
mitting any  to  be  poor  or  rich  in  his  commonwealth.  Solon 
could  not  rise  to  that  in  his  polity,  being  but  a  citizen  of 
the  miadle  classes  ;  yet  he  acted  fully  up  to  the  height  of 
his  power,  having  nothing  but  the  good- will  and  good 
opinion  of  his  citizens  to  rely  on  ;  and  that  he  offended  the 
most  part,  who  looked  for  another  result,  he  declares  in  the 
words — 

Formerly  they  boasted  of  me  vainly ;  with  averted  eyes 

Now  they  look  askance  upon  me ;  friends  no  more,  but  enemies. 

And  yet  had  any  other  man,  he  says,  received  the  same 
power, 

He  would  not  have  forborne,  uor  let  alone. 
But  made  the  fattest  of  the  milk  his  own. 

Soon,  however,  becoming  sensible  of  the  good  that  was  done, 
they  laid  by  their  grudges,  made  a  public  sacrifice,  calUng 
it  Seisacthea,  and  chose  Solon  to  new-model  and  make 
laws  for  the  commonwealth,  giving  him  the  entire  power 
over  everything,  their  magistracies,  their  assemblies, 
courts,  and  councils  ;  that  he  should  appoint  the  numbei; 
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times  of  meeting,  and  what  estate  tlaey  must  iiave  that 
could  be  capable  of  these,  and  dissolve  or  continue  any 
of  the  present  constitutions,  according  to  his  pleasure. 

First,  then,  he  repealed  all  Draco's  laws,  except  those 
concerning  homicide,  because  they  were  too  severe,  and  the 
punishments  too  great ;  for  death  was  appointed  for  almost 
all  offences,  insomuch  that  those  that  were  convicted  of 
idleness  were  to  die,  and  those  that  stole  a  cabbage  or  an 
apple  to  suffer  even  as  villains  that  committed  sacrilege  or 
murder.  So  that  Demades,  in  after  time,  was  thought  to 
have  said  very  happily,  that  Draco's  laws  were  written  not 
with  ink  but  blood  ;  and  he  himself,  being  once  asked  why 
he  made  death  the  punishment  of  most  offences,  replied, 
"  Small  ones  deserve  that,  and  I  have  no  higher  for  the 
greater  crimes." 

Kext,  Solon,  being  willing  to  continue  the  magistracies 
in  the  hands  of  the  rich  men,  and  yet  receive  the  people 
into  the  other  part  of  tlie  government,  took  aii  account  of 
the  citizens'  estates,  and  those  tliat  were  worth  five  hun- 
dred measures  of  fruit,  dry  and  liquid,  he  placed  in  the  first 
rank,  calling  them  Pentacosiomedimni ;  those  that  could 
keep  an  horse,  or  were  worth  three  hundred  measures, 
were  named  Hippada  Teluntes,  and  made  the  second  class  ; 
the  Zeugitse,  that  had  two  hundred  measures,  were  in  the 
third ;  and  all  the  others  were  called  Thetes,  who  were 
not  admitted  to  any  office,  but  could  come  to  the  assembly, 
and  act  as  jurors ;  which  at  first  seemed  nothing,  but 
afterwards  was  found  an  enormous  privilege,  as  almost 
every  matter  of  dispute  came  before  them  in  this  latter 
capacity.  Even  in  the  cases  which  he  assigned  to  the 
archon's  cognizance,  he  allowed  an  appeal  to  the  courts. 
Besides,  it  is  said  that  he  was  obscure  and  ambiguous  in 
the  wording  of  his  laws,  on  purpose  to  increase  the  honor 
of  his  courts ;  for  since  their  differences  could  not  be  ad- 
justedr~By--the-4etter7They  would  have  to  bring  all  their 
cau^es'^the"7adgesj-^6  thus  were  in  a  manner  masters 
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of  the  laws.  Of  this  equalization  he  himself  makes  mention 
in  this  manner : 

Such  power  I  gave  the  people  as  might  do, 
Abridged  not  what  they  had,  now  lavished  new. 
Those  that  were  great  in  wealth  and  high  in  place. 
My  counsel  likewise  kept  from  all  disgrace. 
Before  them  both  I  held  my  shield  of  might. 
And  let  not  either  touch  the  other's  right. 

And  for  the  greater  security  of  the  weak  commons,  he 
gave  general  liberty  of  indicting  for  an  act  of  injury ;  if 
any  one  was  beaten,  maimed,  or  suffered  any  violence,  any 
man  that  would  and  was  able  might  prosecute  the  wrong- 
doer ;  intending  by  this  to  accustom  the  citizens,  like  mem- 
bers of  the  same  body,  to  resent  and  be  sensible  of  one 
another's  injuries.  And  there  is  a  saying  of  his  agreeable 
to  his  law,  for,  being  asked  what  city  was  best  modelled, 
"  That,"  said  he,  "  where  those  that  are  not  injured  try 
and  punish  the  unjust  as  much  as  those  that  are." 

When  he  had  constituted  the  Areopagus  of  those  who 
had  been  yearly  archons,  of  which  he  himself  was  a  member 
therefore,  observing  that  the  people,  now  free  from  their 
debts,  were  unsettled  and  imperious,  he  formed  another 
council  of  four  hundred,  a  hundred  out  of  each  of  the  four 
tribes,  which  was  to  inspect  all  matters  before  they  were 
propounded  to  the  people,  and  to  take  care  that  nothing 
but  what  had  been  first  examined  should  be  brought  before 
the  general  assembly.  The  upper  council,  or  Areopagus, 
he  made  inspectors  and  keepers  of  the  laws,  conceiving 
that  the  commonwealth,  held  by  these  two  councils,  like 
anchors,  would  be  less  liable  to  be  tossed  by  tumults,  and 
the  people  lie  more  quiet.  Such  is  the  general  statement, 
that  Solon  instituted  the  Areopagus ;  which  seems  to  be 
confirmed,  because  Draco  makes  no  mention  of  the  Areopa- 
gites,  but  in  all  causes  of  blood  lefeis  to  the  Ephetse ;  yet 
Solon's  thirteenth  table  contains  the  eighth  law  set  down 
in  these  very  words :  "  Whoever  before  Solon's  arehonship 
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were  disfranchised,  let  them  be  restored,  except  those  that» 
being  condemned  by  the  Areopagus,  Ephetse,  or  in  the 
Prytaneum  by  the  kings,  for  homicide,  murder,  or  designs 
against  the  government,  were  in  banishment  when  this 
law  was  made  ; "  and  these  words  seem  to  show  that  the 
Areopagus  existed  before  Solon's  laws,  for  who  could  be 
condemned  b^  thafe-counoil  before  his  time,  if  he  was  the 
first  that  instituted  the  court  ?  unless,  which  is  probable, 
there  is  some  ellipsis,  or  want  of  precision  in  the  language, 
and  it  should  run  thus : — "  Those  that  are  convicted  of 
such  offences  as  belong  to  the  cognizance  of  the  Areopa- 
gites,  Ephetse,  or  the  Prytanes,  when  this  law  was  made," 
shall  remain  still  in  disgrace,  whilst  others  are  restored ; 
of  this  the  reader  must  judge. 

Amongst  his  other  laws,  one  is  very  peculiar  and  surpris- 
ing, which  disfranchises  all  who  stand  neuter  in  a  sedition ; 
for  it  seems  he  would  not  have  any  one  remain  insensible 
and  regardless  of  the  public  good,  and  securing  his  private 
affairs,  glory  that  he  has  no  feeling  of  the  distempers  of 
his  country;  but  at  once  join  with  the  good  party  and 
those  that  have  the  right  upon  their  side,  assist  and  vent- 
ure with  them,  rather  than  keep  out  of  harm's  way  and 
watch  who  would  get  the  better.  It  seems  an  absurd  and 
foolish  law  which  permits  an  heiress,  if  her  lawful  husband 
fail  her,  to  take  his  nearest  kinsffian ;  yet  some  say  this  law 
was  well  contrived  against  those  who,  conscious  of  their 
own  unfitness,  yet,  for  the  sake  of  the  portion,  would  match 
with  heiresses,  and  make  use  of  law  to  put  a  violence  upon 
aature;  for  now,  since  she  can  quit  him  for  whom  she 
pleases,  they  would  either  abstain  from  such  marriages,  or 
continue  them  with  disgrace,  and  suffer  for  their  covetous- 
ness  and  designed  affront ;  it  is  well  done,  moreover,  to 
confine  her  to  her  husband's  nearest  kinsman,  that  the 
children  may  be  of  the  same  family.  Agreeable  to  this  is 
the  law  that  the  bride  and  bridegroom  shall  be  shut  into 
a  chamber,  and  eat  a  quince  together ;  and  that  tlie  husband 
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of  an  heiress  shall  consort  with  her  thrice  a  month ;  fo! 
though  there  he  no  children,  yet  it  is  an  honor  and  due 
affection  which  an  husband  ought  to  pay  to  a  virtuous, 
chaste  wife ;  it  takes  off  all  petty  differences,  and  will  not 
permit  their  little  quarrels  to  proceed  to  a  rupture. 

In  all  other  marriages  he  forbade  dowries  to  be  given ; 
the  wife  was  to  have  three  suits  of  clothes,  a  little  incon- 
siderable  household  stuff,  and  that  Avas  all ;  for  he  would 
not  have  marriages  contracted  for  gain  or  an  estate,  but  for 
pure  love,  kind  affection,  and  birth  of  children.  When  the 
mother  of  Dionysius  desired  him  to  marry  her  to  one  of 
his  citizens,  "  Indeed,"  said  he,  "  by  my  tyranny  I  have 
broken  my  country's  laws,  but  cannot  put  a  violence  upon 
those  of  nature  by  an  unseasonable  marriage."  Such  dis- 
order is  never  to  be  suffered  in  a  commonwealth,  nor  such 
unseasonable  and  unloving  and  unperforming  marriages, 
which  attain  no  due  end  or  fruit ;  any  provident  governor 
or  lawgiver  might  say  to  an  old  man  that  takes  a  young 
wife  what  is  said  to  Philoctetes  in  the  tragedy, — 

Truly,  in  a  fit  state  thou  to  marry  1 

and  if  he  find  a  young  man,  with  a  rich  and  elderly 
wife,  growing  fat  in  his  place,  like  the  partridges,  re- 
move him  to  a  young  woman  of  proper  age.  And  of  this 
enough. 

Another  commendable  law  of  Solon's  is  that  which  for- 
bids men  to  speak  evil  of  the  dead  ;  for  it  is  pious  to  think 
the  deceased  sacred,  and  just,  not  to  meddle  with  those 
that  are  gone,  and  politic,  to  prevent  tlie  perpetuity  of  dis- 
cord. He  likewise  forbade  them  to  speak  evil  of  the  living 
in  the  temples,  the  courts  of  justice,  the  public  offices,  or 
at  the  games,  or  else  to  pay  three  drachmas  to  the  person, 
and  two  to  the  public.  For  neVer  to  be  able  to  control 
passion  shows  a  weak  nature  and  ill-breeding ;  and  always 
to  moderate  it  is  very  hard,  and  to  some  impossible.  And 
Liwa  must  look  to  possibilities,  if  the  maker  desi<'-ns  to 
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punish  few  in  order  to  their  amendment,  and  not  many  ta 
no  purpose. 

He  is  likewise  much  commended  for  his  law  concerning 
wills;  for  before  him  none  could  be  made,  but  all  the 
wealth  and  estate  of  the  deceased  belonged  to  his  family ; 
but  he  by  permitting  them,  if  they  had  no  children,  to  be- 
stow it  on  whom  they  pleased,  showed  that  he  esteemed 
friendship  a  stronger  tie  than  kindred,  and  affection  than 
necessity;  and  made  every  man's  estate  truly  his  own. 
Yet  he  allowed  not  all  sorts  of  legacies,  but  those  only 
which  were  not  extorted  by  the  frenzy  of  a  disease,  charms, 
imprisonment,  force,  or  the  persuasions  of  a  wife ;  with 
good  reason  thinking  that  being  seduced  into  wrong  was 
as  bad  as  being  forced,  and  that  between  deceit  and 
necessity,  flattery  and  compulsion,  there  was  little  dif- 
ference, since  both  may  equally  suspend  the  exercise  of 
reason. 

He  regulated  the  walks,  feasts,  and  mourning  of  the 
women,  and  took  away  everything  that  was  either  unbe- 
coming or  immodest ;  when  they  walked  abroad,  no  more 
than  three  articles  of  dress  were  allowed  them  ;  an  obol's 
worth  of  meat  and  drink ;  and  no  basket  above  a  cubit 
high ;  and  at  night  they  were  not  to  go  about  unless  in  a 
chariot  with  a  torch  before  them.  Mourners  tearing  them- 
selves to  raise  pity,  and  set  wailings,  and  at  one  man's 
funeral  to  lament  for  another,  he  forbade.  To  offer  an  ox 
at  the  grave  was  not  permitted,  nor  to  bury  above  three 
pieces  of  dress  with  the  body,  or  visit  the  tombs  of  any 
besides  their  own  family,  unless  at  the  very  funeral ;  most 
of  which  are  likewise  forbidden  by  our  laws,  but  this  is 
further  added  in  ours,  that  those  that  are  convicted  of  ex- 
travagance in  their  mournings,  are  to  be  punished  as  soft 
and  effeminate  by  the  censors  of  women. 

Observing  the  city  to  be  filled  with  persons  that  flocked 
from  all  parts  into  Attica  for  security  of  living,  and  that 
most  of  the  country  was  barren  and  unfruitful,  and  that 
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traders  at  sea  import  nothing  to  those  that  could  give  them 
nothing  in  exchange,  he  turned  his  citizens  to  trade,  and 
made  a  law  that  no  son  be  obliged  to  relieve  a  father  who 
had  not  bred  him  up  to  any  calling.  It  is  true,  Lycurgus, 
having  a  city  free  from  all  strangers,  and  land,  according 
to  Euripides, 

Large  for  large  hosts,  for  twice  their  number  much, 

and,  above  all,  an  abundance  of  laborers  about  Sparta, 
who  should  not  be  left  idle,  but  be  kept  down  with 
continual  toil  and  work,  did  well  to  take  off  his  citizens 
from  laborious  and  mechanical  occupations,  and  keep  them 
to  their  arms,  and  teach  them  only  the  art  of  war.  But 
Solon,  fitting  his  laws  to  the  state  of  things,  and  not  making 
things  to  suit  his  laws,  and  finding  the  ground  scarce  rich 
enough  to  maintain  the  husbandmen,  and  altogether  in. 
capable  of  feeding  an  unoccupied  and  leisured  multitude, 
brought  trades  into  credit,  and  ordered  the  Areopagites  to 
examine  how  every  man  got  his  living,  and  chastise  the 
idle.  But  that  law  was  yet  more  rigid  which,  as  Heraclides 
Ponticus  delivers,  declared  the  sons  of  unmarried  mothers 
not  obliged  to  relieve  their  fathers ;  for  he  that  avoids  the 
honorable  form  of  union  shows  that  he  does  not  take  a 
woman  for  children,  but  for  pleasure,  and  thus  gets  his  just 
reward,  and  has  taken  away  from  himself  every  title  to  up. 
braid  his  children,  to  whom  he  has  made  their  very  birth 
a  scandal  and  reproach. 

Solon's  laws  in  general  about  women  are  his  strangest; 
for  he  permitted  any  one  to  kill  an  adulterer  that  found  him 
in  the  act ;  but  if  any  one  forced  a  free  woman,  a  hundred 
drachmas  was  the  fine  ;  if  he  enticed  her,  twenty;  except 
those  that  sell  themselves  openly,  that  is,  harlots,  who  go 
openly  to  those  that  hire  them.  He  made  it  unlawful  to 
sell  a  daughter  or  a  sister,  unless,  being  yet  unmarried,  she 
was  found  wanton.  Now  it  is  irrational  to  punish  the 
same  crime  sometimes  very  severely  and  without  remorse, 
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and  sometimes  very  lightly,  and  as  it  were  in  sport,  with  a 
trivial  fine ;  unless  there  being  little  money  then  in  Atliens, 
scarcity  made  those  mulcts  the  more  grievous  punishment. 
In  the  valuation  for  sacrifices,  a  sheep  and  a  bushel  were 
both  estimated  at  a  drachma ;  the  victor  in  the  Isthmian 
games  was  to  have  for  reward  an  hundred  drachmas ;  the 
conqueror  in  the  Olympian,  five  hundred  ;  he  that  brought 
a  wolf,  five  drachmas  ;  for  a  whelp,  one ;  the  former  sum, 
as  Demetrius  the  Phalerian  asserts,  was  the  value  of  an  ox, 
the  latter,  of  a  sheep.  The  prices  which  Solon,  in  his 
sixteenth  table,  sets  on  choice  victims,  were  naturally  far 
greater ;  yet  they,  too,  are  very  low  in  comparison  of  the 
present.  The  Athenians  were,  from  the  beginning,  great 
enemies  to  wolves,  their  fields  being  better  for  pasture  than 
corn.  Some  affirm  their  tribes  did  not  take  their  names 
from  the  sons  of  Ion,  but  from  the  different  sorts  of 
occupation  that  they  followed ;  the  soldiers  were  called 
Hoplitse,  the  craftsmen  Ergades,  and,  of  the  remaining  two, 
the  farmers  Gedeontes,  and  the  shepherds  and  graziers 
jEgicores. 

Since  tlie  country  has  but  few  rivers,  lakes,  or  large 
springs,  and  many  used  wells  which  they  had  dug,  there 
was  a  law  made,  that,  where  there  was  a  public  well  within 
a  hippicon^  that  is,  four  furlongs,  all  should  draw  at  that ; 
but  when  it  was  farther  off,  they  should  try  and  procure  a 
well  of  their  own  ;  and  if  they  had  dug  ten  fathoms  deep 
and  could  find  no  water,  they  had  liberty  to  fetcli  a 
pitcherful  of  four  gallons  and  a  half  in  a  day  from  their 
neighbors' ;  for  he  thought  it  prudent  to  make  provision 
against  want,  but  not  to  supply  laziness.  He  showed  skill 
in  his  orders  about  planting,  for  any  one  that  would  i^lant 
another  tree  was  not  to  set  it  within  five  feet  of  his  neigh- 
bor's field ;  but  if  a  fig  or  an  olive,  not  within  nine ;  for 
their  roots  spread  farther,  nor  can  they  be  planted  near  all 
sorts  of  trees  without  damage,  for  they  draw  away  the 
nourishment,  and  in  some  cases  are  noxious  by  their  effluvia- 
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He  that  would  dig  a  pit  or  a  ditcli  was  to  dig  it  at  the  dig. 
tance  of  its  own  depth  from  his  neighbor's  ground;  and  he 
that  would  raise  stocks  of  bees  A\as  not  to  place  them 
within  three  hundred  feet  of  those  which  another  had 
already  raised. 

He  pci-mitted  only  oil  to  be  exported,  and  those  that  ex- 
^ported  any  otlier  fruit,  the  archon  was  solemnly  to  curse, 
or  else  pay  an  hundred  drachmas  himself ;  and  this  \\\\\  was 
written  in  his  first  table,  and,  therefore,  let  none  think  it 
incredible,  as  some  affirm,  that  the  exportation  of  figs  was 
once  unlawful,  and  the  hiformer  against  the  delinquents 
called  a  sycophant.  He  made  a  law,  also,  concerning  hurts 
and  injuries  from  beasts,  in  which  he  commands  the  master 
of  any  dog  that  bit  a  man  to  deliver  him  up  with  a  log  about 
his  neck,  four  and  a  half  feet  long ;  a  happy  device  for  men's 
security.  The  law  concerning  naturalizing  strangers  is  of 
doubtful  character  ;  he  permitted  only  those  to  be  made  free 
of  Athens  who  were  in  perpetual  exile  from  their  own  coun- 
try, or  came  with  their  whole  family  to  trade  there ;  this  he 
did,  not  to  discourage  strangers,  but  rather  to  invite  them 
to  a  permanent  participation  in  the  privileges  of  the  govern- 
ment ;  and,  besides,  he  thought  those  would  prove  tht 
more  faithful  citizens  who  had  been  forced  from  their 
own  country,  or  voluntarily  forsook  it.  The  law  ol 
public  entertainment  {parasitein  is  his  name  for  it)  is 
also  peculiarly  Solon's ;  for  if  any  man  came  often,  or  if 
he  that  was  invited  refused,  they  were  punished,  for  he 
concluded  that  one  was  greedy,  the  other  a  contemner  of 
the  state. 

All  his  laws  he  established  for  an  hundred  years,  and 
wrote  them  on  wooden  tables  or  rollers,  named  axones, 
which  might  be  turned  round  in  oblong  cases ;  some  of 
their  relics  were  in  my  time  still  to  be  seen  in  the  Pry- 
taneum,  or  common  hall,  at  Athens.  These,  as  Aristotle 
states,  were  called  cyrbes,  and  there  is  a  passage  of  Cratinus 
the  comeclian, — 
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By  Solon,  and  by  Draco,  if  you  please. 

Whose  Cyrbes  make  the  fires  that  parch  our  peas. 

But  some  say  those  are  properly  cyrbes,  which  contain 
laws  concerning  sacrifices  and  the  rites  of  religion,  and  all 
the  others  axones.  The  council  all  jointly  swore  to  confirm 
the  laws,  and  every  one  of  the  Thesmothetse  vowed  for 
himself  at  the  stone  in  the  market-place,  that  if  he  broke 
any  of  the  statutes,  he  would  dedicate  a  golden  statue,  as 
big  as  himself,  at  Delphi. 

Observing  the  irregularity  of  the  months,  and  that  the 
moon  does  not  always  rise  and  set  with  the  sun,  but  often 
in  the  same  day  overtakes  and  gets  before  him,  he  ordered 
the  day  should  be  named  tlie  Old  and  Xew,.  attributing 
that  part  of  it  which  was  before  the  conjunction  to  the  old 
moon,  and  the  rest  to  the  new,  he  being  the  first,  it  seems, 
that  understood  that  verse  of  Ilomer, — 

The  end  and  the  beginning  of  the  month, — 

and  the  following  day  he  called  the  new  moon.  After  the 
twentieth  he  did  not  count  by  addition,  but,  like  the  moon 
itself  in  its  wane,  by  subtraction ;  thus  up  to  the  thirtieth. 

Now  when  these  laws  were  enacted,  and  some  came  to 
Solon  every  day,  to  commend  or  dispraise  them,  and  to 
advise,  if  possible,  to  leave  out  or  put  in  something,  and 
many  criticised,  and  desired  him  to  explain,  and  tell  the 
meaning  of  such  and  such  a  passage,  he,  knowing  that  If) 
do  it  was  useless,  and  not  to  do  it  would  get  him  ill-will,  and 
desirous  to  bring  himself  out  of  all  straits,  and  to  escape 
all  displeasure  and  exceptions,  it  being  a  hard  thijig,  as  he 
himself  says, 

In  great  affairs  to  satisfy  all  sidbS, 

as  an  excuse  for  travelling,  bought  a  trading  vessel,  and, 
having  leave  for  ten  years'  absence,  departed,  hoping  that 
by  that  time  his  laws  would  have  become  familar. 

His  first  voyage  was  for  Egypt,  and  he  lived,  as  he  him- 
self says, 
12 
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Near  Nilus'  mouth,  by  fair  Canopus'  shore, 

and  spent  some  time  in  study  with  Psenophis  of  Heliopolis 
and  Sonchis  the  Saite,  the  most  learned  of  all  the  priests; 
from  whom,  as  Plato  says,  getting  knowledge  of  the  Atlan- 
tic story,  he  put  it  into  a  poem,  and  proposed  to  bring  it  to 
the  knowledge  of  the  Greeks.  From  thence  he  sailed  to 
Cyprus,  where  he  was  made  much  of  by  Philocyprus,  one  of 
the  kings  there,  who  had  a  small  city  built  by  Demophon, 
Theseus's  son,  near  the  river  Clarius,  in  a  strong  situation, 
but  incommodious  and  uneasy  of  access.  Solon  persuaded 
him,  since  there  lay  a  fair  plain  below,  to  remove,  and  build 
there  a  pleasanter  and  more  spacious  city.  And  he  stayed 
himself,  and  assisted  in  gathering  inhabitants,  and  in  fit- 
ting it  both  for  defence  and  convenience  of  living;  inso- 
much that  many  flocked  to  Philocyprus,  and  the  other 
kings  imitated  the  design  ;  and,  therefore,  to  honor  Solon, 
he  called  the  city  Soli,  which  was  formerly  named  JCpea. 
And  Solon  himself,  in  his  Elegies,  addressing  Philocyprus, 
mentions  this  foundation  in  these  words — 

Long  may  you  live,  and  fill  the  Solian  throne, 
Succeeded  still  by  children  of  your  own ; 
And  from  your  happy  island  while  I  sail, 
Let  Cyprus  send  for  me  a  favoring  gale ; 
May  she  advance,  and  bless  your  new  command, 
Prosper  your  town,  and  send  me  safe  to  land. 

That  Solon  should  discourse  Avith  Croesus,  some  think  not 
agreeable  with  chronology  ;  but  I  cannot  reject  so  famous 
and  well-attested  a  narrative,  and,  what  is  more,  so  agree- 
able to  Solon's  temper,  and  so  worthy  his  wisdom  and 
greatness  of  mind,  because,  forsooth,  it  does  not  agree 
with  some  chronological  canons,  which  thousands  have  en- 
deavored to  regulate,  and  yet,  to  this  day,  could  never 
bring  their  differing  opinions  to  any  agreement.  They 
say,  therefore,  that  Solon  coming  to  Croesus  at  his  request, 
was  in  the  same  condition  as  an  inland  man  when  first  lie 
goes  to  see  the  sea ;  for  as  he  fancies  every  river  he  meets 
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with  to  be  the  ocean,  so  Solon,  as  he  passed  through  the 
court,  and  saw  a  great  many  nobles  richly  dressed,  and 
proudly  attended  with  a  multitude  of  guards  and  footboys, 
thought  every  one  had  been  the  king,  till  he  was  brought 
to  Croesus,  who  was  decked  with  every  possible  rarity  and 
curiosity,  in  ornaments  of  jewels,  purple,  and  gold,  that 
could  make  a  grand  and  gorgeous  spectacle  of  him.  !N  ow 
when  Solon  came  before  him,  and  seemed  not  at  all  sur- 
prised, nor  gave  Croesus  those  compliments  he  expected, 
but  showed  himself  to  all  discerning  eyes  to  be  a  man  that 
despised  the  gaudiness  and  petty  ostentation  of  it,  he  com- 
manded them  to  open  all  his  treasure  houses,  and  carry 
him  to  see  his  sumptuous  furniture  and  luxuries,  though  he 
did  not  wish  it;  Solon  could  judge  of  him  Avell  enough  by 
the  first  sight  of  him ;  and,  when  he  returned  from  view- 
ing all,  Croesus  asked  him  if  ever  he  had  known  a  happier 
man  than  he.  And  when  Solon  answered  that  he  had 
known  one  Tellus,  a  fellow-citizen  of  his  own,  and  told  him 
that  this  Tellus  had  been  an  honest  man,  had  had  good 
children,  a  competent  estate,  and  died  bravely  in  battle  for 
his  country,  Croesus  took  him  for  an  ill-bred  fellow  and 
a  fool,  for  not  measuring  happiness  by  the  abundance  of 
gold  and  silver,  and  preferring  the  life  and  death  ot  a 
private  and  mean  man  before  so  much  power  and  empire. 
He  asked  him,  however,  again,  if,  besides  Tellus,  he  knew 
any  other  man  more  happy.  And  Solon  replying.  Yes, 
Cleobis  and  Biton,  who  were  loving  brothers,  and  ex- 
tremely dutiful  sons  to  their  mother,  and,  when  the 
oxen  delayed  her,  harnessed  themselves  to  the  wagon,  and 
drew  her  to  Juno's  temple,  her  neighbors  all  calling  her 
happy,  and  she  herself  rejoicing ;  then,  after  sacrificing  and 
feasting,  they  went  to  rest,  and  never  rose  again,  but  died 
in  the  midst  of  their  honor  a  painless  and  tranquil  death, 
"  What,"  said  Croesus,  angrily,  "  and  dost  not  th6u  reckon 
us  amongst  the  happy  men  at  all  ?  "  Solon,  unwilling  either 
to  flatter  or  exasperate  him  more,  replied,"  The  gods,  O  king, 
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have  given  the  Greeks  all  other  gifts  in  moderate  degree; 
and  so  our  wisdom,  too,  is  a  cheerful  and  a  homely,  not  a 
noble  and  kingly  wisdom  ;  and  this,  observing  the  numer- 
ous  misfortunes  that  attend  all  conditions,  forbids  us  to 
grow  insolent  upon  our  present  enjoyments,  or  to  admire 
any  man's  happiness  that  may  yet,  in  course  of  time,  suffer 
change.  For  the  uncertain  future  has  yet  to  come,  witli 
every  possible  variety  of  fortune ;  and  him  only  to  whom 
the  divinity  has  continued  happiness  luito  the  end  we  call 
happy ;  to  salute  as  happy  one  that  is  still  in  the  midst  of 
life  and  hazard,  we  think  as  little  safe  and  conclusive  as 
to  crown  and  proclaim  as  victorious  the  wrestler  that  is  yet 
in  the  ring."  After  this,  he  was  dismissed,  having  given 
Croesus  some  pain,  but  no  instruction. 

^sop,  who  wrote  the  fables,  being  then  at  Sardis  upon 
Croesus's  invitation,  and  very  much  esteemed,  was  con- 
cerned that  Solon  was  so  ill  received,  and  gave  him  this 
advice :  "  Solon,  let  your  converse  with  kings  be  either 
short  or  seasonable."  "  Nay,  rather,"  replied  Solon,  "either 
short  or  reasonable."  So  at  this  time  Croesus  despised 
Solon ;  but  when  he  was  overcome  by  Cyrus,  had  lost  his 
city,  was  taken  alive,  condemned  to  be  burnt,  and  laid  bound 
upon  the  pile  before  all  the  Persians  and  Cyrus  himself,  he 
cried  out  as  loud  as  possibly  he  could  three  times,  "0 
Solon  ! "  and  Cyrus  being  surprised,  and  sending  sometoin- 
quire  what  man  or  god  this  Solon  was,  who  alone  he  invoked 
in  this  extremity,  Croesus  told  him  the  whole  story,  saying, 
"  He  was  one  of  the  wise  men  of  Greece,  whom  I  sent  for, 
not  to  be  instructed,  or  to  learn  anything  that  I  wanted, 
but  that  he  should  see  and  be  a  witness  of  my  happiness: 
the  loss  of  which  was,  it  seems,  to  be  a  greater  evil  than  the 
enjoyment  was  a  good ;  for  when  I  had  them  they  were  goods 
only  in  opinion,  but  now  the  loss  of  them  has  brought  upon 
me  intolerable  and  real  evils.  And  he,  conjecturing  from 
what  then  was,  tliislhat  now  is,  bade  look  to  the  end  of  my 
Ufe,  and  not  rely  and  grow  proud  upon  uncertainties.'' 
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When  this  was  told  Cyrus,  who  was  a  wiser  man  than 
Croesus,  and  saw  in  the  present  example  Solon's  maxim  con- 
firmed, he  not  only  freed  Croesus  from  punishment,  but 
honored  him  as  long  as  he  lived ;  and  Solon  had  the  glory,  by 
the  same  saying,  to  save  one  king  and  instruct  another. 

When  Solon  was  gone,  the  citizens  began  to  quarrel ; 
Lycurgus  headed  the  Plain ;  Megacles,  the  son  of  Alcmaeon, 
those  to  the  Seaside;  and  Pisistratus  the  Hill-party,  in  which 
were  the  poorest  people,  the  Thetes,  and  greatest  enemies 
to  the  rich ;  insomuch  that,  though  the  city  still  used  the 
new  laws,  yet  all  looked  for  and  desired  a  change  of  gov- 
ernment, hoping  severally  that  the  change  would  be  better 
for  them,  and  put  them  above  the  contrary  faction.  Af- 
fairs standing  thus,  Solon  returned,  and  was  reverenced  by 
all,  and  honored;  but  his  old  age  would  not  permit  him  to 
be  as  active,  and  to  speak  in  public,  as  formerly ;  yet,  by 
privately  conferring  with  the  heads  of  the  factions,  he  en- 
deavored to  compose  the  differences,  Pisistratus  appearing 
the  most  tractable ;  for  he  was  extremely  smooth  and  en- 
gaging in  his  language,  a  great  friend  to  the  poor,  and 
moderate  in  his  resentments ;  and  what  nature  had  not 
given  him,  he  had  the  skill  to  imitate ;  so  that  he  was 
trusted  more  than  the  others,  being  accounted  a  prudent 
and  orderly  man,  one  that  loved  equality,  and  would  be  an 
enemy  to  any  that  moved  against  the  present  settlement. 
Thus  he  deceived  the  majority  of  people ;  but  Solon  quickly 
discovered  his  character,  and  found  out  his  design  before 
any  one  else ;  yet  did  not  hate  him  upon  this,  but  endeav- 
ored to  humble  him,  and  bring  him  off  from  his  ambition, 
and  often  told  him  and  others,  that  if  any  one  could  banish 
the  passion  for  pre-eminence  from  his  mind,  and  cure  hini 
of  his  desire  of  absolute  power,  none  would  make  a  more 
virtuous  man  or  a  more  excellent  citizen.  Thespis,  at  this 
time,  beginning  to  act  tragedies,  and  the  thing,  because  it 
was  new,  taking  very  much  with  the  multitude,  though  it 
was  not  yet  made  a  matter  of  competition,  Solon,  being  by 
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nature  fond  of  bearing  and  learning  something  new,  and 
now,  in  his  old  age,  living  idly,  and  enjoying  himself,  in. 
deed,  with  music  and  with  wine,  went  to  see  Thespis  him- 
self, as  the  ancient  custom  was,  act :  and  after  the  play 
was  done,  he  addressed  him,  and  asked  him  if  he  was  not 
ashamed  to  tell  so  many  lies  before  such  a  number  of  peo- 
ple ;  and  Thespis  replying  that  it  was  no  harm  to  say  or 
do  so  in  play,  Solon  vehemently  struck  his  staff  against  the 
ground :  "  Ah,"  said  he,  "  if  we  honor  and  commend  such 
play  as  this,  we  shall  find  it  some  day  in  our  business." 

Now  when  Pisistratus,  having  wounded  himself,  was 
brought  into  the  market-place  in  a  chariot,  and  stirred  up 
the  people,  as  if  he  had  been  thus  treated  by  his  opponents 
because  of  his  political  conduct,  and  a  great  many  were  en- 
raged and  cried  out,  Solon,  coming  close  to  him,  said, 
"  This,  O  son  of  Hippocrates,  is  a  bad  copy  of  Homer's 
Ulysses ;  you  do,  to  trick  your  countrymen,  what  he  did  to 
deceive  his  enemies."  After  this,  the  people  were  eager  to 
protect  Pisistratus,  and  met  in  an  assembly,  where  one 
Ariston  making  a  motion  that  they  should  allow  Pisistratus 
fifty  clubmen  for  a  guard  to  his  person,  Solon  opposed  it, 
and  said  much  to  the  same  purport  as  what  he  has  left  us 
in  his  poems, — 

You  doat  upon  his  words  and  taking  phrase; 

and  again, — 

True,  you  are  singly  each  a  crafty  soul. 
But  all  together  make  one  empty  fool. 

But  observing  the  poor  men  bent  to  gratify  Pisistratus, 
and  tumultuous,  and  the  rich  fearful  and  getting  out  of 
harm's  way,  he  departed,  saying  he  was  wiser  than  some 
and  stouter  than  others ;  wiser  than  those  that  did  not  un- 
derstand the  design,  stouter  than  those  that,  though  they 
understood  it,  were  afraid  to  oppose  the  tyranny.  Now, 
the  people,  havuig  passed  the  law,  were  not  nice  with 
Pisistratus  about  the  number  of  his  clubmen,  but  took  no 
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notice  of  it,  though  he  enlisted  and  kept  as  many  as  he 
would,  until  he  seized  the  Acropolis.  When  that  was 
done,  and  the  city  in  an  uproar,  Megacles,  with  all  his 
family,  at  once  fled ;  but  Solon,  though  he  Avas  now  very 
old,  and  had  none  to  back  him,  yet  came  into  the  market- 
place and  made  a  speech  to  the  citizens,  partly  blaming 
their  inadvertency  and  meanness  of  spirit,  and  in  part 
urging  and  exhorting  them  not  thus  tamely  to  lose  their 
liberty ;  and  likewise  then  spoke  that  memorable  saying, 
that,  before,  it  was  an  easier  task  to  stop  the  rising  tyranny, 
but  now  the  greater  and  more  glorious  action  to  destroy  it, 
when  it  was  begun  already,  and  had  gathered  strength. 
But  all  being  afraid  to  side  with  him,  he  returned  home, 
and,  taking  his  arms,  he  brought  them  out  and  laid  them 
in  the  porch  before  his  door,  with  these  words:  "I  have 
done  my  part  to  maintain  my  country  and  my  laws,"  and 
then  he  busied  himself  no  more.  His  friends  advising 
him  to  fly,  he  refused,  but  wrote  poems,  and  thus  re- 
proached the  Athenians  in  them,— 

If  now  you  suffer,  do  not  blame  the  Powers, 
For  they  are  good,  and  all  the  fault  was  ours. 
All  the  strongholds  you  put  into  his  hands. 
And  now  his  slaves  must  do  what  he  commands. 

And  many  telling  him  that  the  tyrant  would  take  his  life 
for  this,  and  asking  what  he  trusted  to,  that  he  ventured 
to  speak  so  boldly,  he  replied,  "To  my  old  age."  But 
Pisistratus,  having  got  the  command,  so  extremely  courted 
Solon,  so  honored  him,  obliged  him,  and  sent  to  see  him^ 
that  Solon  gave  him  his  advice,  and  approved  many  of  his 
actions;  for  he  retained  most  of  Solon's  laws,  observed 
them  himself,  and  compelled  his  friends  to  obey.  And  he 
himself,  though  already  absolute  ruler,  being  accused  of 
murder  before  the  Areopagus,  came  quietly  to  clear  him- 
self; but  his  accuser  did  not  appear.  And  he  added  other 
laws,  one  of  which  is  that  the  maimed  in  the  wars  should 
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be  maintained  at  tlie  public  charge ;  tliis  Ileraclides  Pon. 
ticus  records,  and  that  Pisistratus  followed  Solon's  example 
in  this,  who  had  decreed  it  in  the  case  of  one  Thersippus, 
that  was  maimed ;  and  Theophrastus  asserts  that  it  was 
Pisistratus,  not  Solon,  that  made  that  law  against  laziness, 
which  was  the  reason  that  the  country  was  more  produc- 
tive, and  the  city  tranquiller. 

Now  Solon,  having  begun  the  great  work  in  verse,  the 
history  or  fable  of  the  Atlantic  Island,  which  he  had  learned 
from  the  wise  men  in  Sais,  and  thought  convenient  for  the 
Athenians  to  know,  abandoned  it ;  not,  as  Plato  says,  by 
reason  of  want  of  time,  but  because  of  his  age,  and  being 
discouraged  at  the  greatness  of  the  task ;  for  that  he  had 
leisure  enough,  such  verses  testify,  as, — 

Each  day  grow  older,  and  learn  something  new : 

and  again, — 

But  now  the  Powers,  of  Beauty,  Song,  and  Wine, 
Which  are  most  men's  delights,  are  also  mine. 

Plato,  willing  to  improve  the  story  of  the  Atlantic  Island, 
as  if  it  were  a  fair  estate  that  wanted  an  heir  and  came  with 
some  title  to  him,  formed,  indeed,  stately  entrances,  noble 
enclosures,  large  courts,  such  as  never  yet  introduced  any 
story,  fable,  or  poetic  fiction  ;  but,  beginning  it  late,  ended 
his  life  before  his  work ;  and  the  reader's  regret  for  the 
unfinished  part  is  the  greater,  as  the  satisfaction  he  takes 
in  that  which  is  complete  is  extraordinary.  For  as  the  city 
of  Athens  left  only  the  temple  of  Jupiter  Olympius  un- 
finished, so  Plato,  amongst  all  his  excellent  works,  left  this 
only  piece  about  the  Atlantic  Island  imperfect.  Solon 
lived  after  Pisistratus  seized  the  government,  as  Ileraclides 
Ponticus  asserts,  a  long  time ;  but  Phanias  the  Eresiaa 
says  not  two  full  years  ;  for  I'isistratus  began  his  tyranny 
when  Comias  was  archon,  and  Phanias  says  Solon  died 
under  Hegestratus,   who  succeeded  Comias,    The  stoty 
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that  his  ashes  were  scattered  about  the  island  Salamis  is 
too  strange  to  be  easily  believed,  or  be  thought  anything 
but  a  mere  fable ;  and  yet  it  is  given,  amongst  otlier  good 
authors,  by  Aristotle,  the  philosopher. 


POPLICOLA. 

Such  was  Solon.  To  him  we  compare  Poplicola,  who  re- 
ceived this  later  title  from  the  Roman  people  for  his  merit, 
as  a  noble  accession  to  his  former  name,  Publius  Valerius. 
He  descended  from  Valerius,  a  man  amongst  the  early 
citizens,  reputed  the  principal  reconciler  of  the  differences 
betwixt  the  Romans  and  Sabines,  and  one  that  was  most 
instrumental  in  persuading  their  kings  to  assent  to  peace 
and  union.  Thus  descended,  Publius  Valerius,  as  it  is 
said,  whilst  Rome  remained  under  its  kingly  government, 
obtained  as  great  a  name  from  his  eloquence  as  from  his 
riches,  charitably  employing  the  one  in  liberal  aid  to  the 
poor,  the  other  with  integrity  and  f]-eedom  in  the  service 
of  justice;  thereby  giving  assurance,  that,  should  the 
government  fall  into  a  republic,  he  would  become  a  chief 
man  in  the  community.  The  illegal  and  wicked  accession 
of  Tarquinius  Superbns  to  the  crown,  with  his  making  it, 
instead  of  kingly  rule,  the  instrument  of  i)isolence  and 
tyranny,  having  inspired  the  people  Avith  a  hatred  to  his 
reign,  upon  the  death  ot  Lucretia  (she  killing  herself  after 
violence  had  been  done  to  her),  they  took  an  occasion  of 
revolt ;  and  Lucius  Brutus,  engaging  in  the  change,  came 
lo  Valerius  before  ail  others,  and,  with  his  zealous  assistance, 
deposed  the  kings.  And  whilst  the  people  inclined  towards 
the  electing  one  leader  instead  of  their  king,  Valerius 
acquiesced,  that  to  rule  was  rather  Brutus's  due,  as  the 
author  of  the  democracy.  But  when  the  name  of  monarchy 
was  odious  to  the  people,  and  a  divided  power  appeared 
more  grateful  in  the  prospect,  and  two  were  chosen  to  hold 
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it,  Valerius,  entertaining  luipes  that  be  might  be  elected 
consul  with  Brutus,  was  disappointed ;  for,  instead  ol 
Valerius,  notwithstanding  the  endeavors  of  Brutus,  Tar- 
quinius  Collatinus  was  chosen,  the  husband  of  Lucretia,  a 
man  noways  his  superior  in  merit.  But  the  nobles,  dread- 
ing the  return  of  their  kings,  who  still  used  all  endeavors 
abroad  and  solicitations  at  home,  were  resolved  upon  a 
chieftain  of  an  intense  hatred  to  them,  and  noways  likely 
to  yield. 

Xow  Valerius  was  troubled,  that  his  desire  to  serve  his 
country  should  be  doubted,  because  he  had  sustained  no 
private  injury  from  the  insolence  of  the  tyrants.  He  with- 
drew from  the  senate  and  practice  of  the  bar,  quitting  all 
public  concerns  ;  which  gave  an  occasion  of  discourse,  and 
fear,  too,  lest  his  anger  should  reconcile  him  to  the  king's 
side,  and  be  should  prove  the  ruin  of  the  state,  tottering  as 
yet  under  the  uncertainties  of  a  change.  But  Brutus  being 
doubtful  of  some  others,  and  determined  to  give  the  test  to 
the  senate  upon  the  altars,  upon  the  day  appointed  Valerius 
came  with  cheerfulness  into  the  forum,  and  was  the  first 
man  that  took  the  oath,  in  no  way  to  submit  or  yield  to 
Tarquin's  propositions,  but  rigorously  to  maintain  liberty; 
which  gave  great  satisfaction  to  the  senate  and  assurance 
to  the  consuls,  his  actions  soon  after  showing  the  sincerity 
of  his  oath.  For  ambassadors  came  from  Tarquin,  with 
popular  and  specious  proposals,  whereby  they  thought  to 
seduce  the  people,  as  though  the  king  had  cast  off  all  inso- 
lence, and  made  moderation  the  only  measure  of  his  desires, 
To  this  embassy  the  consuls  thought  fit  to  give  public  au- 
dience, but  Valerius  opposed  it,  and  would  not  permit  that 
the  poorer  people,  who  entertained  more  fear  of  war  than 
of  tyranny,  should  have  any  occasion  offered  them,  or  any 
temptations  to  new  designs.  Afterwards  other  ambassadors 
arrived,  who  deehired  their  king  would  recede  from  hia 
?rown,  and  lay  down  his  arms,  only  capitulating  for  a  res* 
titution  to  himself,  his  friends,  and  allies,  of  their  moneyi 
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and  estates  to  support  them  in  their  banishment.  Now, 
several  inclining  to  the  request,  and  CoUatinus  in  particular 
favoring  it,  Brutus,  a  man  of  vehement  and  unbending 
nature,  rushed  into  the  forum,  there  proclaiming  liis  fellow- 
consul  to  be  a  traitor,  in  granting  subsidies  to  tyranny,  and 
supplies  for  a  war  to  those  to  w  hom  it  was  monstrous  to 
allow  so  much  as  subsistence  in  exile.  This  caused  an  as- 
sembly of  the  citizens,  amongst  whom  the  first  that  spake 
was  Caius  Minueius,  a  private  man,  who  advised  Brutus, 
and  urged  the  Romans  to  keep  the  property,  and  employ  it 
against  the  tyrants,  rather  than  to  remit  it  to  the  tyrants, 
to  be  used  against  themselves.  The  Romans,  however,  de- 
cided that  whilst  they  had  enjoyed  the  liberty  they  had 
fought  for,  they  should  not  sacrifice  peace  for  the  sake  of 
money,  but  send  out  the  tyrants'  property  after  them.  This 
question,  however,  of  his  property  was  the  least  part  of 
Tarquin's  design  ;  the  demand  sounded  the  feelings  of  the 
people,  and  was  preparatory  to  a  conspiracy  which  the  am- 
bassadors endeavored  to  excite,  delaying  their  return,  under 
pretence  of  selling  some  of  the  goods  and  reserving  others 
to  be  sent  away,  till,  in  fine,  they  corrupted  two  of  the  most 
eminent  families  in  Rome,  the  Aquillian,  which  had  three, 
and  the  Vitellian,  which  had  two  senators.  These  all  were, 
by  the  mother's  side,  nephews  to  Collatinus  ;  besides  which 
Brutus  had  a  special  alliance  to  the  Vitellii  from  his  mar- 
riage with  their  sister,  by  whom  he  had  several  children  ; 
two  of  whom,  of  their  own  age,  their  near  relations  and  daily 
companions,  the  Vitellii  seduced  to  join  in  the  plot,  to  ally 
themselves  to  the  great  house  and  royal  hopes  of  the  Tar- 
quins,  and  gain  emancipation  from  the  violence  and  imbe- 
cility united  of  their  father,  whose  austerity  to  offenders  they 
termed  violence,  while  the  imbecility  which  he  had  long 
feigned,  to  protect  himself  from  the  tyrants,  still,  it  appears, 
was,  in  name  at  least,  ascribed  to  him.  When  upon  these 
inducements  the  youths  came  to  confer  with  the  Aquillii, 
all  thought  it  convenient  to  bind  themselves  in  a  solemi? 
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and  dreadful  oatli,  1>y  tiisting  the  Mood  of  a  murdered  Tnan, 
and  touching  liis  entrails.  For  which  design  they  met  at 
the  house  of  the  Aquillii.  The  building  chosen  for  the 
transaction  was,  as  was  natural,  dark  and  unfrequented, 
and  a  slave  named  Vindicius  had,  as  it  chanced,  concealed 
himself  there,  not  out  of  design  or  any  intelligence  of  the 
affair,  but,  accidentally  being  within,  seeing  with  how  much 
haste  and  concern  they  came  in,  he  was  afraid  to  be  discov- 
ered, and  placed  himself  behind  a  chest,  where  he  was  able 
to  observe  their  actions  and  overhear  their  debates.  Their 
resolutions  were  to  kill  the  consuls,  and  they  wrote  letters 
to  Tarquin  to  tins  effect,  and  gave  them  to  the  ambassa- 
dors, who  were  lodging  upon  the  spot  with  the  Aquillii, 
and  were  present  at  the  consultation. 

Upon  their  departure,  Vindicius  secretly  quitted  the 
house,  but  was  at  a  loss  what  to  do  in  the  matter,  for  to 
arraign  the  sons  before  the  father  Brutus,  or  the  nephews 
before  the  uncle  Collatinus,  seemed  equally  (as  indeed  it 
was)  shocking ;  yet  he  knew  no  private  Roman  to  whom 
he  could  intrust  secrets  of  such  importance.  Unable, 
however,  to  keep  silence,  and  burdened  with  his  knowl- 
edge, he  went  and  addressed  himself  to  Valerius,  whose 
known  freedom  and  kindness  of  temper  were  an  induce- 
ment ;  as  he  was  a  person  to  whom  the  needy  had  easy 
access,  and  who  never  shut  his  gates  against  the  petitions 
or  indigences  of  humble  people.  But  when  Vindicius 
came  and  made  a  complete  discovery  to  him,  his  brother 
Marcus  and  his  own  wife  being  present,  Valerius  was 
struck  with  amazement,  and  by  no  means  would  dismiss  the 
discoverer,  but  confined  him  to  the  room,  and  placed  his  wife 
as  a  guard  to  the  door,  sending  his  brother  in  the  interim  to 
oeset  the  king's  palace,  and  seize,  if  possible,  the  writings 
there,  and  secure  tlie  domestics,  whilst  he,  with  his  constant 
attendance  of  clients  and  friends,  and  a  great  retinue  of  at- 
tendants, repaired  to  tlie  lif)use  of  the  A(inillii,  who  were, 
as  it  chanced,  absent  from  home  ;  and  so,  foreing  an  entrance 
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through  the  gates,  they  lit  upon  the  letters  then  lying  in 
the  lodgings  of  the  ambassadors.  Meantime  the  Aquillii 
returned  in  all  haste,  and,  coming  to  blows  about  the  gate, 
endeavored  a  recovery  of  the  letters.  The  other  party  made 
a  resistance,  and  throwing  their  gowns  around  their  oppo- 
nents' necks,  at  last,  after  much  struggling  on  both  sides, 
made  their  way  with  their  prisoners  through  the  streets  into 
the  forum.  The  like  engagement  happened  about  the  king's 
palace,  where  Marcus  seized  some  other  letters  which  it  was 
designed  should  be  conveyed  away  in  the  goods,  and,  laying 
hands  on  such  of  the  king's  people  as  he  could  find,  dragged 
them  also  into  the  forum.  When  the  consuls  had  quieted 
the  tumult,  Yindicius  was  brought  out  by  the  orders  of 
Yalerius,  and  the  accusation  stated,  and  the  letters  were 
opened,  to  which  the  traitors  could  make  no  plea.  Most  of 
the  people  standing  mute  and  sorrowful,  some  only,  out  of 
kindness  to  Brutus,  mentioning  banishment,  the  tears  of 
Co'ilatinus,  attended  with  Yalerius's  silence,  gave  some 
hopes  of  mercy.  But  Brutus,  calling  his  two  sons  by  their 
names,  '•  Canst  not  thou,"  said  he,  "  0  Titus,  or  thou, 
Tiberius,  make  any  defence  against  the  indictment  ?  "  The 
question  being  thrice  proposed,  and  no  reply  made,  he  turned 
himself  to  the  lictors  and  cried,  "  What  remains  is  your 
duty."  They  immediately  seized  tlie  youths,  and,  stripping 
them  of  their  clothes,  bound  their  hands  behind  them  and 
scourged  their  bodies  with  their  rods  ;  too  tragical  a  scene 
for  others  to  look  at ;  Brutus,  however,  is  said  not  to  have 
turned  aside  his  face,  nor  allowed  the  least  glance  of  pity 
to  soften  and  smooth  his  aspect  of  rigor  and  austerity, 
but  sternly  watched  his  children  suffer,  even  till  the  lictors, 
extending  them  on  the  ground,  cut  off  their  heads  with  an 
axe  ;  then  departed,  committing  the  rest  to  the  judgment 
of  his  colleague.  An  action  truly  open  alike  to  the  highest 
commendation  and  the  strongest  censure ;  for  either  the 
greatness  of  his  virtue  raised  him  above  the  impressions  of 
Borrow,  or  the  extravasjance  of  his  misery  took  away  all 
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sense  of  it :  but  neither  seemed  common,  or  the  result  ol 
Humanity,  l)ut  either  divine  or  brutish.  Yet  it  is  more 
reasonable  that  our  judgment  sliould  yield  to  his  reputation, 
than  that  his  merit  should  suffei-  detraction  by  the  weakness 
of  our  judgment ;  in  the  Romans'  opinion,  Brutus  did  a 
greater  work  in  the  establishment  of  the  government  than 
Romulus  in  the  foundation  of  the  city 

Upon  Brutus's  departure  out  of  the  forum,  consternation, 
horror,  and  silence  for  some  time  possessed  all  that  reflected 
on  what  was  done ;  the  easiness  and  tardiness,  however,  of 
Collatinus  gave  confidence  to  the  Aquillii  to  request  some 
time  to  answer  their  charge,  and  tliat  Vindicius,  their 
servant,  should  be  remitted  into  their  hands,  and  no  longer 
harbored  amongst  their  accusers.  The  consul  seemed  in- 
clined to  their  proposal,  and  was  proceeding  to  dissolve  tlie 
assembly ;  but  Valerius  w^ould  not  suffer  Vindicius,  who 
•was  surrounded  by  his  people,  to  be  surrendered,  nor  the 
meeting  to  withdraw  without  punishing  the  traitors ;  and 
at  length  laid  violent  hands  upon  the  Aquillii,  and,  calling 
Brutus  to  his  assistance,  exclaimed  against  the  unreasonable 
course  of  Collatinus,  to  impose  upon  his  colleague  the  neces- 
sity of  taking  away  the  lives  of  his  own  sons,  and  yet  have 
thoughts  of  gratifying  some  women  with  the  lives  of  traitors 
and  public  enemies.  Collatinus,  displeased  at  this,  and 
commanding  Vindicius  to  be  taken  away,  the  lictors  made 
their  way  thi'ough  the  crowd  and  seized  their  man,  and 
struck  all  who  endeavored  a  rescue.  Valerius's  friends 
headed  the  resistance,  and  the  people  cried  out  for  Brutus, 
who,  returning,  on  silence  being  made,  told  them  he  had 
been  competent  to  pass  sentence  by  himself  upon  his  own 
sons,  but  left  the  rest  to  the  suffrages  of  the  free  citizens: 
"  Let  every  man  speak  that  wishes,  and  persuade  whom  he 
can."  But  there  was  no  need  of  oratory,  for,  it  being  re- 
ferred to  the  vote,  they  were  returned  condemned  by  all  the 
suffrages,  and  were  accordingly  beheaded. 

Collatinus's  relationship  to  the  kings  had,  indeed,  already 
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rendered  him  suspicious,  and  his  second  name,  too,  had 
made  him  obnoxious  to  the  people,  who  were  loth  to  hear 
the  very  sound  of  Tarquin ;  but  after  this  had  happened, 
perceiving  himself  an  oifence  to  every  one,  he  relinquished 
his  charge  and  departed  from  the  city.  At  the  new  elec- 
tions  in  his  room,  Valerius  obtained,  with  high  honor,  the 
consulship,  as  a  just  reward  of  his  zeal ;  of  which  he  thought 
Vindicius  deserved  a  share,  whom  he  made,  first  of  all  freed- 
men,  a  citizen  of  Rome,  and  gave  him  the  privilege  of  voting 
in  what  tribe  soever  he  was  pleased  to  be  enrolled;  other 
freedmen  received  the  right  of  suffrage  a  long  time  after 
from  Appius,  who  thus  courted  popularity ;  and  from  this 
Vindicius,  a  perfect  manumission  is  called  to  this  day 
vindicta.  This  done,  the  goods  of  the  kings  were  exposed 
to  plunder,  and  the  palace  to  ruin. 

The  pleasantest  part  of  the  field  of  Mars,  which  Tarquin 
had  owned,  was  devoted  to  the  service  of  that  god ;  but,  it 
happening  to  be  harvest  season,  and  the  sheaves  yet  being 
on  the  ground,  they  thought  it  not  proper  to  commit  them 
to  the  flail,  or  unsanctify  them  with  any  use ;  and,  there- 
fore, carrying  them  to  the  river-side,  and  trees  withal  that 
were  cut  down,  they  cast  all  into  the  water,  dedicating  the 
soil,  free  from  all  occupation,  to  the  deity.  Xow,  these 
thrown  in,  one  upon  another,  and  closing  together,  the  stream 
did  not  bear  them  far,  but  where  the  first  were  carried 
down  and  came  to  a  bottom,  the  remainder,  finding  no 
farther  conveyance,  were  stopped  and  interwoven  one  with 
another;  the  stream  working  the  mass  into  a  firmness,  and 
washing  down  fresh  mud.  This,  settling  there,  became  an 
accession  of  matter,  as  well  as  cement,  to  the  rubbish,  inso-. 
much  that  the  violence  of  the  waters  could  not  remove  it, 
but  forced  and  compressed  it  all  together.  Thus  its  bulk 
and  solidity  gained  it  new  subsidies,  which  gave  it  extension 
enough  to  stop  on  its  way  most  of  what  the  stream  brought 
down.  This  is  now  a  sacred  island,  lying  by  the  city, 
adorned  with  the  temples  of  the  gods,  and  walks,  and  is 
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called  in  the  Latin  tongne  u/ter  duos  jwntcs.  Though  some 
say  this  did  not  happen  at  the  dedication  of  Tarquin's  field, 
but  in  aftertimes,  when  Tarquinift,  a  vestal  priestess,  gave 
an  adjacent  field  to  the  public,  and  obtained  great  honors 
in  consequence,  as,  amongst  the  rest,  that  of  all  women  her 
testimony  alone  should  be  received ;  she  had  also  the 
liberty  to  marry,  but  refused  it ;  thus  some  tell  the  story. 

Tarquin,  despairing  of  a  return  to  his  kingdom  by  the 
conspiracy,  found  a  kind  reception  amongst  the  Tuscans, 
who,  with  a  great  army,  proceeded  to  restore  him.  The 
consuls  headed  the  Romans  against  them,  and  made  their 
rendezvous  in  certain  holy  places,  the  one  called  the  Arsian 
grove,  the  other  the  ^suvian  meadow.  When  they  came 
into  action,  Aruns,  the  son  of  Tarquin,  and  Brutus,  the 
Roman  consul,  not  accidentally  encountering  each  other, 
but  out  of  hatred  and  rage,  the  one  to  avenge  tyranny  and 
enmity  to  his  country,  the  other  his  banishment,  set  spurs 
to  their  horses,  and,  engaging  with  more  fury  than  fore- 
thought, disregarding  their  own  security,  fell  together  in 
the  combat.  This  dreadful  onset  hardly  was  followed  by 
a  more  favorable  end ;  both  armies,  doing  and  receiving 
equal  damage,  were  separated  by  a  storm.  Valerius  was 
much  concerned,  not  knowing  what  the  I'esult  of  the  day 
was,  and  seeing  his  men  as  well  dismayed  at  the  sight  of 
their  own  dead,  as  rejoiced  at  the  loss  of  the  enemy;  so 
apparently  equal  in  the  number  was  the  slaughter  on  either 
side.  Each  party,  however,  felt  surer  of  defeat  from  the 
actual  sight  of  their  own  dead,  than  they  could  feel  of 
victory  from  conjecture  about  those  of  their  adversaries. 
The  night  being  come  (and  such  as  one  may  presume  must 
follow  sucli  a  battle),  and  the  armies  laid  to  rest,  they  s;\y 
that  the  grove  shook,  and  \ittered  a  voice,  saying  that  tlie 
Tuscans  had  lost  one  man  more  than  the  Romans  ;  clearly 
a  divine  announcement ;  and  the  Romans  at  once  received 
f.t  with  shouts  and  expressions  of  joy  ;  whilst  the  Tuscans, 
through  fear  and  amazement,  deserted  their  tents,  and  were 
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for  the  most  part  dispersed.  The  Romans,  falling  upon  the 
remainder,  amounting  to  nearly  five  thousand,  took  them 
prisoners,  and  plundered  the  camp ;  when  they  numbered 
the  dead,  they  found  on  the  Tuscans'  side  eleven  thousand 
and  three  hundred,  exceeding  their  own  loss  but  by  one 
man.  This  fight  happened  upon  the  last  of  February,  and 
Valerius  triumphed  in  honor  of  it,  being  the  first  consul 
that  drove  in  with  a  four-horse  chariot ;  which  sight  both 
appeared  magnificent,  and  was  received  with  an  admiration 
free  from  envy  or  offence  (as  some  suggest)  on  the  part  of 
the  spectators ;  it  would  not  otherwise  have  been  continued 
with  so  much  eagerness  and  emulation  through  all  the 
after  ages.  The  people  applauded  likewise  the  honors  he 
did  to  his  colleague,  in  adding  to  his  obsequies  a  funeral 
oration :  which  was  so  much  liked  by  the  Romans,  and  found 
so  good  a  reception,  that  it  became  customary  for  the  best 
men  to  celebrate  the  funerals  of  great  citizens  with  speeches 
in  their  commendation;  and  their  antiquity  in  Rome  is 
afiflrmed  to  be  greater  than  in  Greece,  unless,  with  the 
orator  Anaximenes,  we  make  Solon  the  first  author. 

Tet  some  part  of  Valerius's  behavior  did  give  of^ence 
and  disgust  to  the  people,  because  Brutus,  whom  they 
esteemed  the  father  of  their  liberty,  had  not  presumed  to 
rule  without  a  colleague,  but  united  one  and  then  another 
to  him  in  his  commission  ;  while  Valerius,  they  said,  cen- 
tring all  authority  in  himself,  seemed  not  in  any  sense  a 
successor  to  Brutus  in  the  consulship,  but  to  Tarquin  in 
the  tyranny;  he  might  make  verbal  harangues  to  Brutus's 
memory,  yet,  when  he  was  attended  with  all  the  rods 
and  axes,  proceeding  down  from  a  house  than  which  the 
king's  house  that  he  had  demolished  had  not  been  statelier, 
those  actions  showed  him  an  imitator  of  Tarquin.  For, 
indeed,  his  dwelling-house  on  the  Velia  was  somewhat 
imposing  in  appearance,  hanging  over  the  forum,  and  over- 
looking all  transactions  there ;  the  access  to  it  was  hard, 
and  to  see  him  far  off  coming  down,  a  stately  and  royaJ 
13 
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epectacle.  But  Valerius  showed  how  well  it  were  for  men 
in  power  and  great  offices  to  have  ears  that  give  admittance 
to  truth  before  flattery  ;  for  upon  his  friends  telling  him 
that  he  displeased  the  people,  he  contended  not,  neither 
resented  it,  but  while  it  was  still  night,  sending  for  a  num. 
bar  of  work-people,  pulled  down  his  house  and  levelled  it 
with  the  ground ;  so  that  in  the  morning  the  people,  seeing 
and  flocking  together,  expressed  their  wonder  and  their 
respect  for  his  magnanimity,  and  their  sorrow,  as  though  it 
had  been  a  human  being,  for  the  large  and  beautiful  house 
which  was  thus  lost  to  them  by  an  unfounded  jealousy, 
while  its  owner,  their  consul,  without  a  roof  of  his  own, 
had  to  beg  a  lodging  with  his  friends.  For  his  friends 
received  him,  till  a  place  the  people  gave  him  was  fur- 
nished  with  a  house,  though  less  stately  than  liis  own, 
where  now  stands  the  temple,  as  it  is  called,  of  Vica 
Pota. 

He  resolved  to  render  the  government,  as  well  as  himself, 
instead  of  terrible,  familiar  and  pleasant  to  the  people,  and 
parted  the  axes  from  the  rods,  and  always,  upon  his  en- 
trance into  the  assembly,  lowered  these  also  to  the  people, 
to  show,  in  the  strongest  way,  the  republican  foundation 
of  the  government ;  and  this  the  consuls  observe  to  this 
day.  But  the  humility  of  the  man  was  but  a  means,  not, 
as  they  thought,  of  lessening  himself,  but  merely  to  abate 
their  envy  by  this  moderation ;  for  whatever  he  detracted 
from  his  authority  he  added  to  his  real  power,  the  people 
still  submitting  with  satisfaction,  which  they  expressed  by 
calling  him  Poplicola,  or  people-lover,  which  name  had  the 
pre-eminence  of  the  rest,  and,  therefore,  in  the  sequel  of  his 
narrative  we  shall  use  no  other. 

He  gave  free  leave  to  any  to  sue  for  the  consulship;  but 
before  the  admittance  of  a  colleague,  mistrusting  the 
chances,  lest  emulation  or  ignorance  should  cross  his  de- 
signs,  by  his  sole  authority  enacted  his  best  and  most  im- 
portant  measures.   First,  he  supplied  the  vacancies  of  th« 
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senators,  whom  either  Tarquin  long  before  had  put  to  death, 
or  the  war  lately  cut  off;  those  that  he  enrolled,  they  write, 
amounted  to  a  hundred  and  sixty-four  ;  afterwards  he  made 
several  laws  which  added  much  to  the  people's  liberty,  in 
particular  one  granting  offenders  the  liberty  of  appealing 
to  the  people  from  the  judgment  of  the  consuls  ;  a  second, 
that  made  it  death  to  usurp  any  magistracy  without  the 
people's  consent;  a  third,  for  the  relief  of  poor  citizens, 
which,  taking  off  their  taxes,  encouraged  their  labors; 
another,  against  disobedience  to  the  consuls,  which  was  no 
less  popular  than  the  rest,  and  rather  to  the  benefit  of  the 
commonalty  than  to  the  advantage  of  the  nobles,  for  it  im- 
posed upon  disobedience  the  penalty  of  ten  oxen  and  two 
sheep ;  the  price  of  a  sheep  being  ten  obols,  of  an  ox,  an 
hundred.  For  the  use  of  money  was  then  infrequent 
amongst  the  Romans,  but  their  wealth  in  cattle  great ;  even 
now  pieces  of  property  are  called  pec  (^^u^,  from  pecus,  cattle ; 
and  they  bad  stamped  upon  their  most  ancient  money  an 
ox,  a  sheep,  or  a  hog ;  and  surnamed  their  sons  Suillii, 
Bubulci,  Caprarii,  and  Porcii,  from  caprce,  goats,  and  porci, 
hogs. 

Amidst  this  mildness  and  moderation,  for  one  excessive 
fault  he  instituted  one  excessive  punishment ;  for  he  made 
it  lawful  without  trial  to  take  away  any  man's  life  that  as- 
pired to  a  tyranny,  and  acquitted  the  slayer,  if  he  produced 
evidence  of  the  crime ;  for  though  it  was  not  probable  for  a 
man,  whose  designs  were  so  great,  to  escape  all  notice ;  yet 
because  it  was  possible  he  might,  although  observed,  by 
force  anticipate  judgment,  which  the  usurpation  itself 
would  then  preclude,  he  gave  a  licence  to  any  to  anticipate 
the  usurper.  He  was  honored  likewise  for  the  law  touch- 
ing the  treasury  ;  for  because  it  was  necessary  for  the 
citizens  to  contribute  out  of  their  estates  to  the  mainte- 
nance of  wars,  and  he  was  unwilling  himself  to  be  concerned 
in  the  care  of  it,  or  to  permit  his  friends,  or  indeed  to  let 
the  public  money  pass  into  any  private  house,  he  allotted 
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the  temple  of  Saturn  for  the  treasury,  in  Avhich  to  this  day 
they  deposit  the  tribute-money,  and  granted  tlie  people 
liberty  of  choosing  two  young  men  as  quiestors,  or  treas- 
urers. The  first  were  Publius  Veturius  and  Marout 
]\Iinucius  ;  and  a  large  sum  was  collected,  for  they  assessed 
one  hundred  and  thirty  thousand,  excusing  orphans  and 
widows  from  the  payment.  After  these  dispositions,  lie 
admitted  Lucretius,  the  father  of  Lucretia,  as  his  colleague, 
and  gave  him  the  precedence  in  the  government,  by  resign- 
ing the  fasces  to  him,  as  due  to  his  years,  which  privilege 
of  seniority  continued  to  our  time.  But  within  a  few  days 
Lucretius  died,  and  in  a  new  election  Marcus  Iloratius  suc- 
ceeded in  that  honor,  and  continued  consul  for  the  remain- 
der  of  the  year. 

Now,  whilst  Tarquin  was  making  preparations  in  TuS' 
cany  for  a  second  war  against  the  Romans,  it  is  said  a  great 
portent  occurred.  AVhen  Tarquin  was  king,  and  had  all 
but  completed  the  buildings  of  the  Capitol,  designing, 
whether  from  oracular  advice  or  his  own  pleasure,  to  erect 
an  earthen  chariot  upon  the  top,  he  intrusted  the  workman- 
ship to  Tuscans  of  the  city  Veil,  but  soon  after  lost  bis 
kingdom.  The  work  thus  modelled,  the  Tuscans  set  in  a 
furnace,  but  the  clay  showed  not  those  passive  quaUties 
which  usually  attend  its  nature,  to  subside  and  be  con- 
densed upon  the  evaporation  of  the  moisture,  but  rose  and 
swelled  out  to  that  bulk,  that,  when  solid  and  firm,  not- 
withstanding the  removal  of  the  roof  and  opening  the  walls 
of  the  furnace,  it  could  not  be  taken  out  without  much 
difficulty.  The  soothsayers  looked  upon  this  as  a  diviJie 
prognostic  of  success  and  power  to  those  that  should 
possess  it;  and  the  Tuscans  resolved  not  to  deliver  it  to  the 
Romans,  who  demanded  it,  but  answered  that  it  rather  be- 
longed to  Tarquin  than  to  those  who  had  sent  him  into 
exile.  A  few  days  after,  they  had  a  horse-race  there,  with 
the  usual  shows  and  solemnities,  and  as  the  charioteer  with 
bis  garland  on  his  head  was  quietly  driving  the  victorious 
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chariot  out  of  the  ring,  tlie  horses,  upon  no  apparent  oc- 
casion, taking  fright,  either  by  divine  instigation  or  by  ac- 
cident, hurried  away  their  driver  at  full  speed  to  Rome ; 
neither  did  his  holding  them  in  prevail,  nor  his  voice,  but 
he  was  forced  along  with  violence  till,  coming  to  the 
Capitol,  he  was  thrown  out  by  the  gate  called  Ratumena. 
This  occurrence  raised  wonder  and  fear  in  the  Yeientines, 
who  now  permitted  the  delivery  of  the  chariot. 

The  building  of  the  temple  of  the  Capitoline  Jupiter  had 
been  vowed  by  Tarquin,  the  son  of  Demaratus,  when  war- 
ring with  the  Sabines ;  Tarquinius  Superbus,  his  son  or 
grandson,  built,  but  could  not  dedicate  it,  because  he  lost 
his  kingdom  before  it  was  quite  finished.  And  now  that  it 
was  completed  with  all  its  ornaments,  Poplicola  was  ambi- 
tious to  dedicate  it ;  but  the  nobility  envied  him  that 
honor,  as,  indeed,  also,  in  some  degree,  those  his  prudence 
in  making  laws  and  conduct  in  wars  entitled  him  to.  Grudg- 
ing him,  at  any  rate,  the  addition  of  this,  they  urged  Hora- 
tius  to  sue  for  the  dedication,  and,  whilst  Poplicola  was 
engaged  in  some  military  expedition,  voted  it  to  Horatius, 
and  conducted  him  to  the  Capitol,  as  though,  were  Poplicola 
present,  they  could  not  have  carried  it.  Yet,  some  write, 
Poplicola  was  by  lot  destined  against  his  will  to  the  expedi- 
tion, the  other  to  the  dedication ;  and  what  happened  in 
the  performance  seems  to  intimate  some  ground  for  this 
conjecture ;  for,  upon  the  Ides  of  September,  which  hap- 
pens about  the  full  moon  of  the  month  Metagitnion,  the 
people  having  assembled  at  the  Capitol  and  silence  being 
enjoined,  Horatius,  after  the  performance  of  other  cere- 
monies, holding  the  doors,  according  to  custom,  was  pro- 
ceeding to  pronounce  the  words  of  dedication,  when  Mar- 
cus, the  brother  of  Poplicola,  who  had  got  a  place  on  pur- 
pose beforehand  near  the  door,  observing  his  opportunity, 
cried,  "  O  consul,  thy  son  lies  dead  in  the  camp  ;  "  which 
made  a  great  impression  upon  all  others  who  heard  it,  yet 
in  nowise  discomposed  Horatius,  who  returned  merely  tha 
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reply,  "Cast  the  dead  out  whither  you  please;  I  am  not 
a  mourner ;  "  and  so  completed  the  dedication.  The  news 
was  not  true,  but  Marcus  thought  the  lie  might  avert  him 
from  his  performance  ;  but  it  argues  him  a  man  of  wonder- 
ful  self-possession,  whether  he  at  once  saw  through  the 
cheat,  or,  believing  it  as  true,  showed  no  discomposure. 

The  same  fortune  attended  the  dedication  of  the  second 
temple ;  the  first,  as  has  been  said,  was  built  by  Tarquin 
and  dedicated  by  Horatius  ;  it  was  burnt  down  in  the  civil 
wars.  The  second,  Sylla  built,  and,  dying  before  the  dedi- 
cation, left  that  honor  to  Catulus ;  and  when  this  was 
demolished  in  the  Vitellian  sedition,  ^'espasian,  with  the 
same  success  that  attended  him  in  other  things,  began  a 
third  and  lived  to  see  it  finislied,  but  did  not  live  to  see  it 
again  destroyed,  as  it  presently  was ;  but  was  as  fortunate 
in  dying  before  its  destruction,  as  Sylla  was  the  reverse 
in  dying  before  the  dedication  of  his.  For  immediately 
after  Vespasian's  death  it  was  consumed  by  fire.  The 
fourth,  which  now  exists,  was  both  built  and  dedicated  by 
Domitian.  It  is  said  Tarquin  expended  forty  thousand 
pounds  of  silver  in  the  very  foundations ;  but  the  whole 
wealth  of  the  richest  private  man  in  Rome  would  not  dis- 
charge the  cost  of  the  gilding  of  this  temple  in  our  days, 
it  amounting  to  above  twelve  thousand  talents ;  the  pillars 
were  cut  out  of  Pentelican  marble,  of  a  length  most  hap- 
pily proportioned  to  their  thickness ;  these  we  saw  at 
Athens ;  but  when  they  were  cut  anew  at  Rome  and  pol- 
ished, they  did  not  gain  so  much  in  embellishment,  as  they 
lost  in  symmetry,  being  rendered  too  taper  and  slender. 
Should  any  one  who  wonders  at  the  costliness  of  the  Capi- 
tol visit  any  one  gallery  in  Domitian's  palace,  or  hall,  or 
bath,  or  the  apartments  of  his  concubines,  Epicharmus's 
remark  upon  the  prodigal,  that 

'Tis  not  beneficence,  but,  truth  to  say, 
A  mere  disease  of  giving  things  away, 

VFOuld  be  in  his  mouth  in  application  to  Domitian.   It  is 
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neither  piety,  he  would  say,  nor  magnificence,  but,  indeed, 
a  mere  disease  of  building,  and  a  desire,  like  Midas,  of 
converting  everything  into  gold  or  stone.  And  thus  much 
for  this  matter. 

Tarquin,  after  the  great  battle  wherein  he  lost  his  son  in 
combat  with  Brutus,  fled  to  Clusium,  and  sought  aid  from 
Lars  Porsenna,  then  one  of  those  most  powerful  princes  of 
Italy,  and  a  man  of  worth  and  generosity ;  who  assxired 
him  of  assistance,  immediately  sending  his  commands  to 
Rome  that  they  should  receive  Tarquin  as  their  king,  and, 
upon  the  Romans'  refusal,  proclaimed  war,  and,  having 
signified  the  time  and  place  where  he  intended  his  attack, 
approached  with  a  great  army.  Poplicola  was,  in  his 
absence,  chosen  consul  a  second  time,  and  Titus  Lucretius 
his  colleague,  and,  returning  to  Rome,  to  show  a  spirit  yet 
loftier  than  Porsenna's,  built  the  city  Sigliura  when  Por- 
senna was  already  in  the  neighborhood ;  and  walling  it  at 
great  expense,  there  placed  a  colony  of  seven  hundred  men, 
as  being  little  concerned  at  the  war.  Nevertheless,  Por- 
senna, making  a  sharp  assault,  obliged  the  defendants  to 
retire  to  Rome,  who  had  almost  in  their  entrance  admitted 
the  enemy  into  the  city  with  them  ;  only  Poplicola  by  sally- 
ing out  at  the  gate  prevented  them,  and,  joining  baille  by 
Tiber  side,  opposed  the  enemy,  that  pressed  on  with  their 
multitude,  but  at  last,  sinking  under  desperate  wound  i,  was 
carried  out  of  the  fight.  The  same  fortune  fell  upon 
Lucretius,  so  that  the  Romans,  being  dismayed,  reti  eated 
into  the  city  for  their  security,  and  Rome  was  in  great 
hazard  of  being  taken,  the  enemy  forcing  their  way  on  to 
the  wooden  bridge,  where  Horatius  Codes,  seconded  by 
two  of  the  first  men  in  Rome,  Herminius  and  Lartius,  made 
head  against  them.  Horatius  obtained  this  name  from  the 
loss  of  on'^  of  his  eyes  in  the  wars,  or,  as  others  write,  from 
the  depressure  of  his  nose,  which,  leaving  nothing  in  the 
middle  to  separate  them,  made  both  eyes  appear  but  as  one  j 
and  hence,  intending  to  say  Cyclops,  by  a  mispronunciation 
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they  called  him  Codes.  This  Codes  kept  the  bridge,  and 
held  back  the  enemy,  till  his  own  party  broke  it  down  be- 
hind,  and  then  with  his  armor  dropped  into  the  river,  and 
swam  to  the  hither  side,  with  a  wound  hi  his  hip  from  a 
Tuscan  spear  Poplicola,  admiring  his  courage,  proposed 
at  once  that  the  Romans  should  every  one  make  him  a 
present  of  a  day's  provisions,  and  afterwards  give  him  as 
much  land  as  iie  could  plough  round  in  one  day,  and  besides 
erected  a  brazen  statue  to  his  honor  in  the  temple  of 
Vulcan,  as  a  requital  for  the  lameness  caused  by  his  wound. 

But  Porsenna  laying  close  siege  to  the  city,  and  a  famine 
raging  amongst  the  Romans,  also  a  new  army  of  the 
TusctUis  making  incursions  into  the  country,  Poplicola,  a 
third  time  chosen  consul,  designed  to  make,  without  sally- 
ing out,  his  defence  against  Porsenna,  but,  privately  steal 
ing  forth  against  the  new  army  of  the  Tuscans,  put  them 
to  flight  and  slew  five  thousand.  The  story  of  Mucins  is 
variously  given ;  we,  like  others,  must  follow  the  commonly 
received  statement.  He  was  a  man  endowed  with  every 
virtue,  but  most  eminent  in  war ;  and,  resolving  to  kill 
Porsenna,  attired  himself  in  the  Tuscan  habit,  and  using 
the  Tuscan  language,  came  to  the  camp,  and  approaching 
the  seat  where  the  king  sat  amongst  his  nobles,  but  not 
certainly  knowing  tlie  king,  and  fearful  to  inquire,  drew 
out  his  sword,  and  stabbed  one  who  he  thought  had  most 
the  appearance  of  king.  Mucins  was  taken  in  the  act,  and 
whilst  he  was  under  examination,  a  pan  of  fire  was  brought 
to  the  king,  who  intended  to  sacrifice ;  Mucins  thrust  his 
right  hand  into  the  flame,  and  whilst  it  burnt  stood  looking 
at  Porsenna  with  a  steadfast  and  undaunted  countenance; 
Porsenna  at  last  in  admiration  dismissed  him,  and  returned 
his  sword,  reaching  it  from  his  seat;  Mucins  received  it  in 
his  left  hand,  which  occasioned  the  name  of  Scsevola,  left- 
handed,  and  said,  "  I  have  overcome  the  terrors  of  Porsenna, 
yet  am  vanquished  by  his  generosity,  and  gratitude  obliges 
Wxe  to  disclose  what  no  punishment  could  extort; "  anii 
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assured  him  then,  that  three  hundred  Romans,  all  of  the 
same  resolution,  lurked  about  his  camp,  only  waiting  for  an 
opportunity ;  he,  by  lot  appointed  to  the  enterprise,  was 
not  sorry  that  he  had  miscarried  in  it,  because  so  brave 
and  good  a  man  deserved  rather  to  be  a  friend  to  the 
Romans  than  an  enemy.  To  this  Porsenna  gave  credit, 
and  thereupon  expressed  an  inclination  to  a  truce,  not,  1 
presume,  so  much  out  of  fear  of  the  three  hundred  Romans, 
as  in  admiration  of  the  Roman  courage.  All  other  writers 
call  this  man  Mucins  Scsevola,  yet  Athendorus,  son  of 
Sandon,  in  a  book  addressed  to  Octavia,  Cfesar's  sister, 
avers  he  was  also  called  Postumus. 

Poplicola,  not  so  much  esteeming  Porseuna's  enmity  dan- 
gerous to  Roman  as  his  friendship  and  alliance  serviceable, 
was  induced  to  refer  the  controversy  with  Tarquin  to  his 
arbitration,  and  several  times  undertook  to  prove  Tarquin 
the  worst  of  men,  and  justly  deprived  of  his  kingdom. 
But  Tarquin  proudly  replied  he  would  admit  no  judge, 
much  ]ess  Porsenna,  that  had  fallen  away  from  his  engage- 
ments ;  and  Porsenna,  resenting  this  answer,  and  mistrust- 
ing the  equity  of  his  cause,  moved  also  by  the  solicitations 
of  his  son  Aruns,  who  was  earnest  for  the  Roman  interest, 
made  a  peace  on  these  conditions,  that  they  should  resign 
the  land  they  had  taken  from  the  Tuscans,  and  restore  all 
prisoners  and  receive  back  their  deserters.  To  confirm  the 
peace,  the  Romans  gave  as  hostages  ten  sons  of  patrician 
parents,  and  as  many  daughters,  amongst  whom  was 
Valeria,  the  daughter  of  Poplicola. 

Upon  these  assurances,  Porsenna  ceased  from  all  acts  ot 
hostility,  and  the  young  girls  went  down  to  the  river  tu 
bathe,  at  that  part  where  the  winding  of  the  bank  formed 
a  bay  and  made  the  waters  stiller  and  quieter ;  and,  seeing 
no  guard,  nor  any  one  coming  or  going  over,  they  were 
encouraged  to  swim  over,  notwithstanding  the  depth  and 
violence  of  the  stream.  Some  affirm  that  one  of  them,  by 
name  Cloelia,  passing  over  on  horseback,  persuaded  the 
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rest  to  swim  after ;  but,  upon  their  safe  arrival,  presenting 
themselves  to  Poplicola,  he  neither  praised  nor  approved 
their  return,  but  was  concerned  lest  he  should  appear  less 
faithful  than  Porsenna,  and  this  boldness  in  the  maidens 
should  argue  treachery  in  the  Romans  ;  so  that,  apprehend- 
ing* them,  he  sent  them  back  to  Porsenna.  But  Tarquin's 
men,  having  intelligence  of  this,  laid  a  strong  ambuscade 
on  the  other  side  for  those  that  conducted  them ;  and  while 
these  were  skirmishing  together,  Valeria,  the  daughter  of 
Poplicola,  rushed  through  the  enemy,  and  fled,  and  with 
the  assistance  of  three  of  her  attendants  made  good  her 
escape,  whilst  the  rest  were  dangerously  hedged  in  by  the 
soldiers ;  but  Aruns,  Porsenna's  son,  upon  tidings  of  it, 
hastened  to  their  rescue,  and,  putting  the  enemy  to  flight, 
delivered  the  Romans.  When  Porsenna  saw  the  maidens 
returned,  demanding  who  was  the  author  and  adviser  of  the 
act,  and  understanding  Clcelia  to  be  the  person,  he  looked 
on  her  with  a  cheerful  and  benignant  countenance,  and,  com- 
manding one  of  his  horses  to  be  brought,  sumptuously 
adorned,  made  her  a  present  of  it.  This  is  produced  as  evi- 
dence by  those  who  affirm  that  only  Cloelia  passed  the  river 
on  horseback ;  those  who  deny  it  call  it  only  the  honor  the 
Tuscan  did  to  her  courage ;  a  figure,  however,  on  horseback, 
stands  in  the  Via  Sacra,  as  you  go  to  the  Palatium,  which 
some  say  is  the  statue  of  Cloelia,  others  of  Valeria.  Por- 
senna, thus  reconciled  to  the  Romans,  gave  them  a  fresh 
instance  of  his  generosity,  and  commanded  his  soldiers  to 
quit  the  camp  merely  with  their  arms,  leaving  their  tents, 
full  of  corn  and  other  stores,  as  a  gift  to  the  Romans. 
Hence,  even  down  to  our  time,  when  there  is  a  public  sale  of 
goods,  they  cry  Porsenna's  first,  by  way  of  perpetual  com- 
memoration of  his  kindness.  There  stood,  also,  by  the 
senate-house,  a  brazen  statue  of  him,  of  plain  and  antique 
workmanship. 

Afterwards,  the  Sabines,  making  incursions  upon  the 
Romans,  Marcus  Valerius,  brother  to  Poplicola,  was  made 
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eonsul,  and  with  him  Postumius  Tubertus.  Marcus,  through 
the  management  of  affairs  by  the  conduct  and  direct  assist- 
ance of  Poplicola,  obtained  two  great  victories,  in  the  latter  of 
which  he  slew  thirteen  thousand  Sabines  without  the  loss 
of  one  Roman,  and  was  honored,  as  an  accession  to  his 
triumph,  with  an  house  built  in  the  Palatium  at  the  public 
charge ;  and  whereas  the  doors  of  other  houses  opened  in- 
ward  into  the  house,  they  made  this  to  open  outward  into 
the  street,  to  intimate  their  perpetual  public  recogmition  of 
his  merit  by  thus  continually  making  way  for  him.  The 
same  fashion  in  their  doors  the  Greeks,  they  say,  had  of 
old  universally,  which  appears  from  their  comedies,  where 
those  that  are  going  out  make  a  noise  at  the  door  within, 
to  give  notice  to  those  that  pass  by  or  stand  near  the  door, 
that  the  opening  the  door  into  the  street  might  occasion  no 
surprisal. 

The  year  after,  Poplicola  was  made  consul  the  fourth 
time,  when  a  confederacy  of  the  Sabines  and  Latins  threat- 
ened a  war;  a  superstitious  fear  also  overran  the  city  on 
the  occasion  of  general  miscarriages  of  their  women,  no 
single  birth  coming  to  its  due  time.  Poplicola,  upon  con- 
sultation of  the  Sibylline  books,  sacrificing  to  Pluto,  and 
renewing  certain  games  commanded  by  Apollo,  restored 
the  city  to  more  cheerful  assurance  in  the  gods,  and  then 
prepared  against  the  menaces  of  men.  There  were  appear, 
ances  of  gi-eat  preparation,  and  of  a  formidable  confederacy. 
Amongst  the  Sabines  there  was  one  Appius  Clausus,  a  man 
of  a  great  wealth  and  strength  of  body,  but  most  eminent 
for  his  high  character  and  for  his  eloquence ;  yet,  as  is 
usually  the  fate  of  great  men,  he  could  not  escape  the  envy 
of  others,  which  was  much  occasioned  by  his  dissuading 
the  war,  and  seeming  to  promote  the  Roman  interest,  with 
a  view,  it  is  thought,  to  obtaining  absolute  power  in  his 
own  country  for  himself.  Knowing  how  welcome  these 
reports  would  be  to  the  multitude,  and  how  offensive  to  the 
army  and  the  abettors  of  the  war,  he  was  afraid  to  stand  s 
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trial,  but,  having  a  considerable  body  of  friends  and  alliej 
to  assist  liim,  raised  a  tumult  amongst  the  Sabines,  which 
delayed  the  war.  Neither  was  Poplicola  wanting,  not  only 
to  understand  the  grounds  of  the  sedition,  but  to  promote 
and  increase  it,  and  he  despatched  emissaries  with  instruc- 
tions to  Clausus,  that  Poplicola  was  assured  of  his  goodness 
and  justice,  and  thought  it  indeed  unworthy  in  any  man, 
however  injured,  to  seek  revenge  upon  his  fellow-citizens ; 
yet  if  he  pleased,  for  his  own  security,  to  leave  his  enemies 
and  come  to  Rome,  he  should  be  received,  both  in  public 
and  private,  with  the  honor  his  merit  deserved,  and  their 
own  glory  required.  Appius,  seriously  weighing  the  mat- 
ter, came  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  the  best  resource 
which  necessity  left  him,  and  advising  with  his  friends,  and 
they  inviting  again  others  in  the  same  manner,  he  came  to 
Rome,  bringing  five  thousand  families,  with  their  wives 
and  children ;  people  of  the  quietest  aild  steadiest  temper 
of  all  the  Sabines.  Poplicola,  informed  of  their  approach, 
received  them  with  all  the  kind  of&ces  of  a  friend,  and 
admitted  them  at  once  to  the  franchise,  allotting  to  every  one 
two  acres  of  land  by  the  river  Anio,  but  to  Clausus  twenty- 
five  acres,  and  gave  him  a  place  in  the  senate  ;  a  commence- 
ment of  political  power  which  he  used  so  wisely,  that  he 
rose  to  the  highest  reputation,  was  very  influential,  and  left 
the  Claudian  house  behind  him,  inferior  to  none  hi  Rome. 

The  departure  of  these  men  rendered  things  quiet 
amongst  the  Sabines;  yet  the  chief  of  the  community  would 
not  suffer  them  to  settle  into  peace,  but  resented  tliat 
Clausus  now,  by  turning  deserter,  should  disappoint  that 
revenge  upon  the  Romans,  whichi  while  at  home,  he  had 
unsuccessfully  opposed.  Coming  with  a  great  army,  they 
sat  down  before  Fidense,  and  placed  an  ambuscade  of  two 
thousand  men  near  Rome,  in  wooded  and  hollow  spots, 
with  a  design  that  some  few  horsemen,  as  soon  as  it  \ras 
day,  should  go  out  and  ravage  the  country,  Commanding 
them  upon  their  approach  to  the  town  so  to  retreat  as  to 
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draw  the  enemy  into  the  ambush.  Poplicola,  howeverj 
soon  advertised  of  these  designs  by  deserters,  disposed  his 
forces  to  their  respective  charges.  Postumius  Balbus,  liis 
son-in-law,  going  out  with  three  thousand  men  in  the  even- 
ing, was  ordered  to  take  the  hills,  under  which  the  ambush 
lay,  there  to  observe  their  motions ;  his  colleague,  Lucretius, 
attended  with  a  body  of  the  lightest  and  boldest  men,  was 
a,ppointed  to  meet  the  Sabine  horse ;  whilst  he,  with  the 
rest  of  the  array,  encompassed  the  enemy.  And  a  thick 
mist  rising  accidentally,  Postumius,  early  in  the  morning, 
with  shouts  from  the  hills,  assailed  the  ambuscade,  Lucre- 
tius charged  the  light-horse,  and  Poplicola  besieged  the 
camp;  so  that  on  all  sides  defeat  and  ruin  came  upon  the 
Sabines,  and  without  any  resistance  the  Romans  killed  them 
in  their  flight,  their  very  hopes  leading  them  to  their  death, 
for  each  division,  presuming  that  the  other  was  safe,  gave 
up  all  thought  of  fighting  or  keeping  their  ground;  and 
these  quitting  the  camp  to  retire  to  the  ambuscade,  and  the 
ambuscade  flying  to  the  camp,  fugitives  thus  met  fugitives, 
and  found  those  from  whom  they  expected  succor  as  much 
in  need  of  succor  from  themselves.  The  nearness,  however, 
of  the  city  Fidense  was  the  preservation  of  the  Sabines, 
especially  those  that  fled  from  the  camp ;  those  that  could 
not  gain  the  city  either  perished  in  the  field,  or  were  taken 
prisoners.  This  victory,  the  Romans,  though  usually  as- 
cribing such  success  to  some  god,  attributed  to  the  conduct 
of  one  captain ;  and  it  was  observed  to  be  heard  amongst 
the  soldiers,  that  Poplicola  had  delivered  their  enemies 
lame  and  blind,  and  only  not  in  chains,  to  be  despatched  by 
their  swords.  From  the  spoil  and  prisoners  great  wealth 
accrued  to  the  people. 

Poplicola,  having  completed  his  triumph,  and  bequeathed 
the  city  to  the  care  of  the  succeeding  consuls,  died  ;  thus 
closing  a  life  which,  so  far  as  human  life  may  be,  had  been 
full  of  all  that  is  good  and  honorable.  The  people,  as 
though  they  had  not  duly  rewarded  his  deserts  when  alivei 
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but  still  were  in  his  debt,  decreed  him  a  public  interment^ 
every  one  contributing  his  quadrans  towards  the  charge; 
the  women,  besides,  by  private  consent,  mourned  a  whole 
year,  a  signal  mark  of  honor  to  his  memory.  He  was 
buried,  by  the  people's  desire,  within  the  city,  in  the  part 
called  Yelia,  where  his  posterity  had  likewise  privilege  of 
burial ;  now,  however,  none  of  the  family  are  interred  there, 
but  the  body  is  carried  thither  and  set  down,  and  some 
one  places  a  burning  torch  under  it  and  immediately  takes 
it  away,  as  an  attestation  of  the  deceased's  privilege,  and 
his  receding  from  his  honor ;  after  which  the  body  is  re- 
moved. 


COMPARISON  OF  POPLICOLA  WITH  SOLON. 

Theke  is  something  singular  in  the  present  parallel 
which  has  not  occurred  in  any  other  of  the  lives ;  that  the 
one  should  be  the  imitator  of  the  other,  and  the  other  his 
best  evidence.  Upon  the  survey  of  Solon's  sentence  to 
Crcesus  in  favor  of  Tellus's  happiness,  it  seems  more  ap- 
plicable to  Poplicola ;  for  Tellus,  whose  virtuous  life  and 
dying  w^ell  had  gained  him  the  name  of  the  happiest  man, 
yet  was  never  celebrated  in  Solon's  poems  for  a  good  man, 
nor  have  his  children  or  any  magistracy  of  his  deserved  a 
memorial ;  but  Poplicola's  life  was  the  most  eminent 
amongst  the  Romans,  as  well  for  the  greatness  of  his  virtue 
as  his  power,  and  also  since  his  death  many  amongst  the 
distinguished  families,  even  in  our  days,  the  Poplicolse, 
Messalae,  and  Valerii,  after  a  lapse  of  six  hundred  years, 
acknowledge  him  as  the  fountain  of  their  honor.  Besides, 
Tellus,  though  keeping  his  post  and  fighting  like  a  valiant 
soldier,  was  yet  slain  by  his  enemies ;  but  Poplicola,  the 
better  fortune,  slew  his,  and  saw  his  country  victorious 
under  his  command.  And  his  honors  and  triujnphs  brought 
bim,  which  was  Solon's  ambition,  to  a  happy  end;  th« 
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ejaculation  which,  in  his  verses  against  Mimnermus  about 
the  continuance  of  man's  life,  he  himself  made, 

Mourned  let  me  die ;  and  may  I,  when  life  ends. 
Occasion  sighs  and  sorrows  to  my  friends, 

is  evidence  to  Poplicola's  happiness ;  his  death  did  not  only 
iraw  tears  from  his  friends  and  acquaintance,  but  was  the 
object  of  universal  regret  and  sorrow  through  the  whole 
city,  the  women  deplored  his  loss  as  that  of  a  son,  brother, 
or  common  father.  "  Wealth  I  would  have,"  said  Solon, 
"but  wealth  by  wrong  procure  would  not,"  because  punish, 
ment  would  follow.  But  Poplicola's  riches  were  not  only 
justly  his,  but  he  spent  them  nobly  in  doing  good  to  the 
distressed.  So  that  if  Solon  was  reputed  the  wisest  man, 
we  must  allow  Poplicola  to  be  the  happiest ;  for  what 
Solon  wished  for  as  the  greatest  and  most  perfect  good, 
this  Poplicola  had,  and  used  and  enjoyed  to  his  death. 

And  as  Solon  may  thus  be  said  to  have  contributed  to 
Poplicola's  glory,  so  did  also  Poplicola  to  his,  by  his  choice 
of  him  as  his  model  in  the  formation  of  republican  institu- 
tions ;  in  reducing,  for  example,  the  excessive  powers  and 
assumption  of  the  consulship.  Several  of  his  laws,  indeed, 
he  actually  transferred  to  Rome,  as  his  empowering  the 
people  to  elect  their  officers,  and  allowing  offenders  the 
liberty  of  appealing  to  the  people,  as  Solon  did  to  the 
jurors.  He  did  not,  indeed,  create  a  new  senate,  as  Solon 
did,  but  augmented  the  old  to  almost  double  its  number. 
The  appointment  of  ti'easurers  again,  the  quaestors,  has  a 
like  origin;  with  the  intent  that  the  chief  magistrate 
should  not,  if  of  good  character,  be  withdrawn  from  greater 
matters ;  or,  if  bad,  have  the  greater  temptation  to  in jus« 
tice,  by  Holding  both  the  government  and  treasury  in  his 
hands.  The  aversion  to  tyranny  was  stronger  in  Popli- 
cola ;  any  one  who  attempted  usurpation  could,  by  Solon's 
law,  only  be  punished  upon  conviction ;  but  Poplicola  made 
it  death  before  a  trial.   And  though  Solon  justly  gloried, 
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that,  Avhen  arbitrary  power  was  altsolutely  offered  to  him  by 
circumstances,  and  when  his  countrymen  would  have  will- 
ingly  seen  him  accept  it,  he  yet  di'clined  it ;  still  Poplicola 
merited  no  less,  who,  receiving  a  despotic  command,  con- 
verted it  to  a  popular  office,  and  did  not  employ  the  whole 
legal  power  which  he  held.  We  must  allow,  indeed,  that 
tSolon  was  before  Poplicola  in  observing  that 

A  people  always  minds  its  rulers  best 
When  it  is  neither  humored  nor  oppressed. 

The  remission  of  debts  was  peculiar  to  Solon ;  it  was  his 
great  means  for  confirming  the  citizens'  liberty  ;  for  a  mere 
law  to  give  all  men  equal  rights  is  but  useless,  if  the  poor 
must  sacrifice  those  rights  to  their  debts,  and,  in  the  very 
seats  and  sanctuaries  of  equality,  the  courts  of  justice,  tlie 
offices  of  state,  and  the  public  discussions,  be  more  than 
anywhere  at  the  beck  and  bidding  of  the  rich.  A  yet  more 
extraordinary  success  was,  that,  although  usually  civil  vio- 
lence is  caused  by  any  remission  of  debts,  upon  tliis  one 
occasion  this  dangerous  but  powerful  remedy  actually  put 
an  end  to  civil  violence  already  existing,  Solon's  own  pri- 
vate worth  and  reputation  overbalancing  all  the  ordinary 
ill-repute  and  discredit  of  the  change.  The  beginning  of 
his  government  was  more  glorious,  for  he  was  entirely 
original,  and  followed  no  man's  example,  and,  without  the 
aid  of  any  ally,  achieved  his  most  important  measures  by 
his  own  conduct ;  yet  the  close  of  Poplicola's  life  was  more 
happy  and  desirable,  for  Solon  saw  the  dissolution  of  his 
own  commonwealth,  Poplicola's  maintained  the  state  in 
good  order  down  to  tlie  civil  wars.  Solon,  leaving  his  laws, 
as  soon  as  he  had  made  them,  engraven  in  wood,  but  desti- 
tute of  a  defender,  departed  from  Atliens;  whilst  Poplicola, 
remaining  both  in  and  out  of  office,  labored  to  establish  the 
government.  Solon,  though  he  actually  knew  of  Pisistra- 
tus's  ambition,  yet  was  not  able  to  suppress  it,  but  had  to 
yield  to  usurpation  in  its  infancy ;  Avhereas  Poplicola  utterly 
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subverted  and  dissolved  a  potent  monarchy,  strongly  set. 
tied  by  long  continuance ;  uniting  thus  to  virtues  equal  to 
those,  and  purposes  identical  with  those  of  Solon,  the  good 
fortune  and  the  power  that  alone  could  make  them  ef- 
fective. 

In  military  exploits,  Daimachus  of  Platsea  will  not  even 
allow  Solon  the  conduct  of  the  war  against  the  Megarians, 
as  "n-as  before  intimated ;  but  Poplicola  was  victorious  in 
the  most  important  conflicts,  both  as  a  private  soldier  and 
commander.  In  domestic  politics,  also,  Solon,  in  play,  as  \\ 
were,  and  by  counterfeiting  madness,  induced  the  enter 
prise  against  Salamis;  whereas  Poplicola,  in  the  very  be- 
ginning, exposed  himself  to  the  greatest  risk,  took  arni^ 
against  Tarquin,  detected  the  conspiracy,  and.  being 
principally  concerned  hoi\\  in  preventing  the  escape  of  and 
afterwards  punishing  the  traitors,  not  only  expelled  the 
tyrants  from  the  city,  but  extirpated  their  very  hopes. 
And  as,  in  cases  calling  for  contest  and  resistance  and 
manful  opposition,  he  behaved  with  courage  and  resolution, 
so,  in  instances  where  peaceable  language,  persuasion,  and 
concession  were  requisite,  he  was  yet  more  to  be  com- 
mended; and  succeeded  in  gaining  happily  to  reconciliation 
and  friendship,  Porsenna,  a  terrible  and  invincible  enemy. 
Some  may,  perhaps,  object,  that  Solon  recovered  Salamis, 
which  they  had  lost,  for  the  Athenians;  whereas  Pop- 
licola receded  from  part  of  what  the  Eomans  were  at  that 
time  possessed  of ;  but  judgment  is  to  be  made  of  actions 
according  to  the  times  in  which  they  were  performed.  The 
coiidnct  of  a  wise  politician  is  ever  suited  to  the  present 
posture  of  affairs ;  often  by  foregoing  a  part  he  saves  the 
whole,  and  by  yielding  in  a  small  matter  secures  a  greater ; 
and  so  Poplicola,  by  restoring  what  the  Romans  had  lately 
usurped,  saved  their  undoubted  patrimony,  and  procured, 
moreover,  the  stores  of  the  enemy  for  those  wiio  were  only 
loo  thankful  to  secure  their  city.  Permitting  the  decision 
of  the  controversy  to  his  adversary,  he  not  only  got  the 
U 
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victory,  but  likewise  wliat  he  himself  would  willingly  hava 
given  to  purchase  the  victory,  Porsenna  putting  an  end  to 
the  war,  and  leaving  thera  all  the  provision  of  his  camp, 
from  the  sense  of  the  virtue  and  gallant  disposition  of  the 
Romans  which  their  consul  had  impressed  upon  him. 


THEMISTOCLES. 

The  birth  of  Themistocles  was  somewhat  too  obscure  to 
do  him  honor.  His  father,  Neocles,  was  not  of  the  distin- 
guished people  of  Athens,  but  of  the  township  of  Phrearrhi, 
and  of  the  tribe  Leontis ;  and  by  his  mother's  side,  as  it  is 
reported,  he  was  base-born. 

I  am  not  of  the  noble  Grecian  race, 
I'm  poor  Abrotonon,  and  born  in  Thrace  : 
Let  the  Greek  women  scorn  me,  if  they  please, 
I  was  the  mother  of  Themistocles. 

Yet  Phanias  writes  that  the  mother  of  Themistocles  was 
not  of  Thrace,  but  of  Caria,  and  that  her  name  was  not  Abro- 
tonon, but  Euterpe ;  and  Neanthes  adds  farther  that  she  was 
of  Halicarnassus  in  Caria.  And,  as  illegitimate  children, 
including  those  that  were  of  the  half-blood  or  had  but  one 
parent  an  Athenian,  had  to  attend  at  the  Cynosarges  (a 
wrestling-place  outside  the  gates,  dedicated  to  Hercules,  who 
was  also  of  half-blood  amongst  the  gods,  having  had  a 
mortal  woman  for  his  mother),  Themistocles  persuaded 
several  of  the  young  men  of  high  birth  to  accompany  him 
to  anoint  and  exercise  themselves  together  at  Cynosarges; 
an  ingenious  device  for  destroying  the  distinction  between 
the  noble  and  the  base-born,  and  between  those  of  the  whole 
and  those  of  the  half-blood  of  Athens.  However,  it  is  cer- 
tain that  he  was  related  to  the  house  of  the  Lycomedae;  foi 
Simonides  records,  that  he  rebuilt  the  chapel  of  Phlya, 
belonging  to  that  family,  and  beautified  it  with  pictures 
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and  other  ornaineuts.  after  it  had  been  burnt  by  the  Per- 
sians. 

It  is  confessed  by  all  that  from  his  youth  he  was  of  a 
vehement  and  impetuous_  nature,  of  a  quick  apprehension, 
and  a  strong  and  aspiring  bent  for  action  and  great  affairs. 
The  holidays  and  intervals  in  his  studies  he  did  not  spend 
in  play  or  idleness,  as  other  children,  but  would  be  always 
inventing  or  arranging  some  oration  or  declamation  to  him- 
self, the  subject  of  which  was  generally  the  excusing  or 
accusing  his  companions,  so  that  his  master  would  often 
say  to  him,  "You,  my  boy,  will  be  nothing  small,  but  great 
one  way  or  other,  for  good  or  else  for  bad."  He  received 
reluctantly  and  carelessly  instructions  given  him  to  im- 
prove his  manners  and  behavior,  or  to  teach  him  any 
pleasing  or  graceful  accomplishment,  but  whatever  was 
said  to  improve  hira  in  sagacity,  or  in  management  of  affairs, 
he  would  give  attention  to,  beyond  one  of  his  years,  from 
confidence  in  his  natural  capacities  for  such  things.  And 
thus  afterwards,  when  in  company  where  people  engaged 
themselves  in  what  are  commonly  thought  the  liberal  and 
elegant  amusements,  he  was  obliged  to  defend  himself 
against  the  observations  of  those  who  considered  them- 
selves highly  accomplished,  by  the  somewhat  arrogant  retort, 
that  he  certainly  could  not  make  use  of  any  stringed  instru- 
ment, could  only,  were  a  small  and  obscure  city  put  into 
his  hands,  make  it  great  and  glorious.  Notwithstanding 
this,  Stesimbrotus  says  that  Themistocles  was  a  hearer  of 
Anaxagoras,  and  that  he  studied  natural  philosophy  under 
Melissus,  contrary  to  chronology  ;  JMelissus  commanded  the 
Samians  in  the  siege  by  Pericles,  who  was  much  Themisto- 
cles's  junior ;  and  with  Pericles,  also,  Anaxagoras  was  in- 
timate. They,  therefore,  might  ratliei'  be  credited  who 
report,  that  Themistocles  was  an  admirer  of  Mnesiphilus 
the  Phrearrhian,  who  was  neither  rhetorician  nor  natural 
philosopher,  but  a  professor  of  that  which  was  then  called 
wisdom,  consisting  in  a  sort  of  political  shrewdness  and 


PL  UTA  JlCIl ' L IVES. 


practical  sagacity,  whicli  liad  begun  and  continued,  almost 
like  a  sect  of  philosophy,  from  Solon  :  but  those  who  came 
afterwards,  and  mixed  it  with  pleadings  and  legal  artifices, 
and  transformed  the  practical  part  of  it  into  a  mere  art  of 
speaking  and  an  exercise  of  words,  were  generally  called 
sophists.  Themistocles  resorted  to  3Inesiphilus  when  he 
had  already  embarked  in  politics. 

In  the  first  essays  of  his  youth  he  was  not  regular  nor 
happily  balanced ;  he  allowed  himself  to  follow  mere 
natural  character,  which,  without  the  control  of  reason  and 
instruction,  is  apt  to  hurry,  upon  either  side,  into  sudden 
and  violent  courses,  and  very  often  to  break  away  and  de- 
termine upon  the  worst ;  as  he  afterwards  owned  himself, 
saying,  that  the  wildest  colts  make  the  best  horses,  if  they 
only  get  properly  trained  and  broken  in.  But  those  who 
upon  this  fasten  stories  of  their  own  invention,  as  of  his 
being  disowned  by  his  father,  and  that  his  mother  died  for 
grief  of  her  son's  ill-fame,  certainly  calunniiate  him ;  and 
there  are  others  who  relate,  on  the  contrary,  how  that  to 
deter  him  from  public  business,  and  to  let  him  see  how  tlie 
vulgar  behave  themselves  towards  their  leaders  when  they 
have  at  last  no  farther  use  of  them,  his  father  showed  him 
the  old  galleys  as  they  lay  forsaken  and  cast  about  upon 
the  sea-shore. 

Yet  it  is  evident  that  his  mind  was  early  imbued  with 
the  keenest  interest  in  public  affairs,  and  the  most  passion- 
ate ambition  for  distinction.  Eager  from  the  first  to  obtain 
the  highest  place,  he  unhesitatingly  accepted  the  hatred  of 
the  most  powerful  and  influential  leaders  in  the  city,  but 
more  especially  of  Aristides,  the  son  of  Lysimachui,,  wlio 
alw^ays  opposed  hiin.  And  yet  all  this  great  enmity  be- 
tween them  arose,  it  appears,  from  a  vei-y  boyish  occasion, 
both  being  attaclied  to  tlie  beautiful  Stesilaus  of  Coos,  as 
Ariston  tlie  pliilosopher  teli.s  us  ;  ever  after  which  they 
took  opposite  sides,  and  were  rivals  in  politics.  Not  but 
that  the  incompatibility     tiieir  lives  and  manners  may 
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seem  to  have  increased  the  difference,  for  Aristides  was  of 
a  mild  nature,  and  of  a  nobler  sort  of  character,  and,  in 
public  matters,  acting  always  with  a  view,  not  to  glory  or 
popularity,  but  to  the  best  interest  of  the  state  consistently 
with  safety  and  honesty,  he  was  often  forced  to  oppose 
Themistocles,  and  interfere  against  the  increase  of  his  in- 
fluence, seeing  him  stirring  up  the  people  to  all  kinds  of 
enterprises,  and  introducing  various  innovations.    For  it 
is  said  that  Themistocles  was  so  transported  with  the 
thoughts  of  glory,  and  so  inflamed  with  the  passion  for 
great  actions,  that,  though  he  was  still  young  when  the 
battle  of  Marathon  was  fought  against  the  Persians,  upon- 
the  skilful  conduct  of  the  general,  Miltiades,  being  ever 
where  talked  about,  he  was  observed  to  be  thoughtful  iulttt 
reserved,  alone  by  himself;  he  passed  the  nights  witliSiifil?. 
sleep,  and  avoided  all  his  usual  places  of  recreation,  arKftto 
those  who  wondered  at  the  change,  and  inquired  the  reasorf" 
of  it,  he  gave  the  answer,  that  "  the  trophy  of  Miltiades 
would  not  let  him  sleep."    And  when  others  were  of  opinion 
that  the  battle  of  Marathon  would  be  an  end  to  the  war, 
Themistocles  thought  that  it  was  but  the  beginning  of  far 
greater  conflicts,  and  for  these,  to  the  benefit  of  all  Greece, 
he  kept  himself  in  continual  readiness,  and  his  city  also  in 
proper  training,  foreseeing  from  far  before  what  would 
happen. 

And,  first  of  all,  the  Athenians  being  accustomed  to 
divide  amongst  themselves  the  revenue  proceeding  from 
the  silver  mines  at  Laurium,  he  was  the  only  man  that 
durst  propose  to  the  people  that  this  distribution  should 
cease,  and  that  with  the  money  ships  should  be  built  to 
make  war  against  the  ^ginetans,  who  were  the  most  flour- 
ishing people  in  all  Greece,  and  by  the  number  of  their 
ships  held  the  sovereignty  of  the  sea ;  and  Themistocles 
thus  was  more  easily  able  to  persuade  them,  avoiding  all 
mention  of  danger  from  Darius  or  the  Persians,  who  were 
at  a  great  distance,  and  their  coming  very  uncertain,  and 
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at  that  time  not  much  to  be  feared ;  but,  by  a  seasonable 
employment  of  the  emulation  and  anger  felt  by  the  Athe- 
nians against  the  ^Eginetans,  he  induced  them  to  prepara- 
tion. So  that  with  this  money  an  hundred  ships  were 
built,  with  which  they  afterwards  fought  against  Xerxes. 
And,  henceforward,  little  by  little,  turning  and  drawing  the 
city  down  towards  the  sea,  in  the  belief  that,  whereas  by 
land  they  were  not  a  fit  match  for  their  next  neighbors, 
with  their  ships  they  might  be  able  to  repel  the  Persians 
and  command  Greece,  thus,  as  Plato  says,  from  steady 
soldiers  he  turned  them  into  mariners  and  seamen  tossed 
i3^)out  the  sea,  and  gave  occasion  for  the  reproach  against 
^m,  that  he  took  away  from  the  Athenians  the  spear  and 
^fti^,  shield,  and  bound  them  to  the  bench  and  the  oar. 
.j^ese  measures  he  carried  in  the  assembly,  against  the 
Opposition,  as  Stesimbrotus  relates,  of  Miltiades ;  and 
whether  or  no  he  hereby  injured  the  purity  and  true  bal- 
ance of  government,  may  be  a  question  for  philosophers, 
but  that  the  deliverance  of  Greece  came  at  that  time  from 
the  sea,  and  that  these  galleys  restored  Athens  again  after 
it  was  destroyed,  were  others  wanting,  Xerxes  himself 
would  be  sufficient  evidence,  who,  though  his  land-forces 
were  still  entire,  after  his  defeat  at  sea,  fled  away,  and 
thought  himself  no  longer  able  to  encounter  the  Greeks ; 
and,  as  it  seems  to  me,  left  Mardonius  behind  him,  not  out 
of  any  hopes  he  could  have  to  bring  them  into  subjection, 
but  to  hinder  them  from  pursuing  him. 

Themistocles  is  said  to  have  been  eager  in  the  acquisi- 
tion of  riches,  according  to  some,  that  he  might  be  the  more 
liberal ;  for  loving  to  sacrifice  often,  and  to  be  splendid 
in  his  entertainment  of  strangers,  he  required  a  plentiful 
revenue  ;  yet  he  is  accused  by  others  of  having  been  par- 
simonious and  sordid  to  that  degree  that  he  would  sell  pro- 
visions whicli  were  sent  to  him  as  a  present.  lie  desired 
Diphilides,  who  was  a  breeder  of  horses,  to  give  him  a  colt, 
and  when  he  refused  it,  threatened  that  in  a  short  time  be 
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would  turn  his  house  into  a  wooden  horse,  intimating  that 
he  would  stir  up  dispute  and  litigation  between  him  and 
some  of  his  relations. 

He  went  beyond  all  men  in  the  passion  for  distinction. 
When  he  was  still  young  and  unknown  in  the  world,  he 
entreated  Episcles  of  Hermione,  who  had  a  good  hand  at 
the  lute  and  was  much  sought  after  by  the  Athenians,  to 
come  and  practise  at  home  with  him,  being  ambitious  of 
having  people  inquire  after  his  house  and  frequent  his  com- 
pany. 1  When  he  came  to  the  Olympic  games,  and  was  so 
splendid  in  his  equipage  and  entertainments,  in  liis  rich 
tents  and  furniture,  that  he  strove  to  outdo  Cimon,  he  dis- 
pleased the  Greeks,  who  thought  that  such  magnificence 
might  be  allowed  in  one  who  was  a  young  man  and  of  a 
great  family,  but  was  a  great  piece  of  insolence  in  one  as 
yet  undistinguished,  and  without  title  or  means  for  mak- 
ing any  such  display.  In  a  dramatic  contest,  the  play  he 
paid  for  won  the  prize,  which  was  then  a  matter  that  ex- 
cited much  emulation ;  he  put  up  a  tablet  in  record  of  it, 
with  the  inscription  :  "  Themistocles  of  Phreai'rhi  was  at 
the  charge  of  it;  Phrynichus  made  it;  Adimantus  was 
archon."  ^'Ile  was  well  liked  by  the  common  people,  would 
salute  every  particular  citizen  by  his  own  name,  and  always 
show  himself  a  just  judge  in  questions  of  business  between 
private  men;  he  said  to  Simonides,  the  poet  of  Ceos,  who 
desired  something  of  him,  when  he  was  commander  of  the 
army,  that  was  not  reasonable,  "  Simonides,  you  would  be 
no  good  poet  if  you  wrote  false  measure,  nor  should  I  be  a 
good  magistrate  if  for  favor  I  made  false  law."  And  at 
another  time,  laughing  at  Simonides,  he  said,  that  he  was 
a  man  of  Utile  judgment  to  speak  against  tlie  Corinthians, 
who  were  inhabitants  of  a  great  city,  and  to  have  his  own 
picture  drawn  so  often,  having  so  ill-looking  a  face. 

Gradually  growing  to  be  Z'^'^^^f^ P " ' '"* g  the  favor  of 
the  people,  he  at  last  gainedJ^^h|Syjy^|y|(g^i^^ 
th5<t>fl|^^JVW|i#s^|is~  supp^l^^^f^s^sM^^PsJ^^' 
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cism.  When  the  king  of  Persia  was  now  advancing  against 
Greece,  and  the  Athenians  were  in  consultation  who  should 
be  general,  and  many  withdrew  themselves  of  their  own 
accord,  being  terrified  with  the  greatness  of  the  danger, 
there  was  one  Epicydes,  a  popular  speaker,  son  to  Euphenii- 
des,  a  man  of  an  eloquent  tongue,  but  of  a  faint  heart,  and  a 
slave  to  riches,  who  was  desirous  of  the  command,  and  was 
looked  upon  to  be  in  a  fair  way  to  carry  it  by  the  number 
of  votes ;  but  Themistocles,  fearing  that,  if  the  command 
should  fall  into  such  hands,  all  would  be  lost,  bought  off  Epi- 
cyde*  and  his  pretensions,  it  is  said,  for  a  sum  of  money. 

When  the  king  of  Persia  sent  messengers  into  Greece, 
with  an  interpreter,  to  demand  earth  and  water,  as  an  ac- 
knowledgment of  subjection,  Themistocles,  by  the  consent 
of  *the  people,  seized  upon  the  interpretei-,  and  put  him  to 
death,  for  presuming  to  publish  the  barbarian  orders  and 
decrees  in  the  Greek  language ;  this  is  one  of  the  actions 
he  is  commended  for,  as  also  for  what  he  did  to  Artliinius 
of  Zelea,  who  brought  gold  from  the  king  of  Persia  to  cor- 
rupt the  Greeks,  and  was,  by  an  order  from  Themistocles, 
degraded  and  disfranchised,  he  and  his  children  and  his 
posterity ;  but  that  which  most  of  all  redounded  to  his 
credit  was,  that  he  put  an  end  to  all  the  civil  wars  of  Greece, 
composed  their  differences,  and  persuaded  them  to  lay  aside 
all  enmity  during  the  war  with  the  Persians  ;  and  in  this 
great  work,  Chileus  the  Arcadian  was,  it  is  said,  of  great 
assistance  to  him. 

Having  taken  upon  himself  the  command  of  the  Athenian 
forces,  he  immediately  endeavored  to  persuade  the  citizens 
to  leave  the  city,  and  to  embark  upon  their  galleys,  and 
meet  with  the  Persians  at  a  great  distance  from  Greece; 
but  many  being  against  this,  he  led  a  large  force,  together 
with  the  Lacedaemonians,  into  Tempe,  that  in  this  pass 
they  might  injujiti^ii-^tte  shfcty  of  Thessaly,  which  had  not 
g0f,f^'*4k^\ti^-\ii'^.i  iiiL*^'iy,'i£T;  but  when  they  _^etujned 
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only  the  Thessalians,  but  all  as  far  as  Boeotia,  was  going 
over  to  Xerxes,  then  the  Athenians  more  willingly  heark- 
ened to  the  advice  of  Themistocles  to  fight  by  sea,  and  sent 
him  with  a  fleet  to  guard  the  straits  of  Artemisium. 

When  the  contingents  met  here,  the  Greeks  would  have 
the  Lacedaemonians  to  command,  and  Eurybiades  to  be 
their  admiral ;  but  the  Athenians,  who  surpassed  all  the 
rest  together  in  number  of  vessels,  would  not  submit  to 
come  after  any  other,  till  Themistocles,  perceiving  the  dan- 
ger of  this  contest,  yielded  his  own  command  to  Eury- 
biades, and  got  the  Athenians  to  submit,  extenuating  the 
loss  by  persuading  them,  that  if  in  this  war  they  behaved 
themselves  like  men,  he  would  answer  for  it  after  that, 
that  the  Greeks,  of  their  own  will,  would  submit  to  their 
command.  And  by  this  moderation  of  his,  it  is  evident 
that  he  was  the  chief  means  of  the  deliverance  of  Greece, 
and  gained  the  Athenians  the  glory  of  alike  surpassing 
their  enemies  in  valor,  and  their  confederates  in  wisdom. 

As  soon  as  the  Persian  armada  arrived  at  Aphetae,  Eury- 
biades was  astonished  to  see  such  a  vast  number  of  vessels 
before  him,  and  being  informed  that  two  hundred  more 
were  sailing  round  behind  tlie  island  of  Sciathus,  he  imme- 
diately determined  to  retire  farther  into  Greece,  and  to  sail 
back  into  some  part  of  Peloponnesus,  where  their  land  army 
and  their  fleet  might  join,  for  he  loolved  upon  the  Persian 
forces  to  be  altogether  unassailable  by  sea.  But  the 
EubcEans,  fearing  that  the  Greeks  W(mld  forsake  them,  and 
leave  them  to  the  mercy  of  the  enemy,  sent  Pelagon  to  con- 
fer privately  with  Themistocles,  taking  with  him  a  good 
sum  of  money,  which,  as  Herodotus  reports,  he  accepted 
and  gave  to  Eurybiades.  In  this  affair  none  of  his  own 
countrymen  opposed  him  so  much  as  Architeles,  captain  of 
the  sacred  galley,  v/ho,  having  no  money  to  supply  his  sea- 
men, was  eager  to  go  home  ;  but  Themistocles  so  incensed 
the  Athenians  against  him,  that  they  set  upon  him  and  left 
him  not  so  much  as  his  supper,  at  which  Architeles  was 
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much  surprised,  and  took  it  very  ill ;  but  Themistocles  im. 
mediately  sent  him  in  a  chest  a  service  of  provisions,  ana 
at  the  bottom  of  it  a  talent  of  silver,  desiring  him  to 
to-night,  and  to-morrow  provided  for  his  seamen ;  if  not, 
he  would  report  it  among  the  Athenians  that  he  had  re- 
ceived money  from  the  enemy.  So  Phanias  the  Lesbian 
tells  the  story. 

Though  the  fights  between  the  Greeks  and  Persians  in 
the  straits  of  Eubcea  were  not  so  important  as  to  make  any 
final  decision  of  the  war,  yet  the  experience  which  the 
Greeks  obtained  in  them  was  of  great  advantage ;  for  thus, 
by  actual  trial  and  in  real  danger,  they  found  out  tliat 
neither  number  of  ships,  nor  riches  and  ornaments,  nor 
boasting  shouts,  nor  barbarous  songs  of  victory,  were  any 
way  terrible  to  men  that  knew  how  to  fight,  and  were 
resolved  to  come  hand  to  hand  with  their  enemies  ;  these 
things  they  were  to  despise,  and  to  come  up  close  and 
grapple  with  their  foes.  This  Pindar  appears  to  have 
seen,  and  says  justly  enough  of  the  fight  at  Artemisium, 
that 

Thare  the  sons  of  Athens  set 

The  stone  that  freedom  stands  on  yet. 

For  the  first  step  towards  victory  undoubtedly  is  to  gain 
courage.  Artemisium  is  in  Eubcea,  beyond  the  city  of 
Histiaea,  a  sea-beach  open  to  the  north  ;  most  nearly  oppo- 
site to  it  stands  Olizon,  in  the  country  which  formerly  was 
under  Pbiloctetes  ;  there  is  a  small  temple  there,  dedicated 
to  Diana,  surnamed  of  the  Dawn,  and  trees  about  it,  around 
which  again  stand  pillars  of  white  marble;  and  if  you  rub 
them  with  your  hand,  they  send  forth  both  the  smell  and 
cplor  of  saffron.  On  one  of  these  pillars  these  verses  ara 
engraved, — 

With  numerous  tribes  from  Asia's  region  brought 
The  sons  of  Athens  on  these  waters  fought ; 
Erecting,  after  they  had  quelled  the  Mede, 
To  Artemis  this  record  of  the  deed. 
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Theye  is  a  place  still  to  be  seen  upon  this  shore,  where,  in 
the  middle  of  a  great  heap  of  sand,  they  take  out  from  the 
bottom  a  dark  powder  like  ashes,  or  something  that  has 
passed  the  fire ;  and  here,  it  is  supposed,  the  shipwrecks 
and  bodies  of  the  dead  were  burnt. 

But  when  news  came  from  Thermopylae  to  Artemisiura 
informing  them  that  king  Leonidas  was  slain,  and  that 
Xerxes  had  made  himself  master  of  all  the  passages  by 
land,  they  returned  back  to  the  interior  of  Greece,  the 
Athenians  having  the  command  of  the  rear,  the  place  of 
honor  and  danger,  and  much  elated  by  what  had  been  done. 

As  Themistocles  sailed  along  the  coasts,  he  took  notice 
of  the  harbors  and  fit  places  for  the  enemy's  ships  to  come 
to  land  at,  and  engraved  large  letters  in  such  stones  as  he 
found  there  by  chance,  as  also  in  others  which  he  set  up  on 
purpose  near  to  the  landing-places,  or  where  they  were  to 
water ;  in  which  inscriptions  he  called  upon  the  lonians  to 
forsake  the  Medes,  if  it  were  possible,  and  come  over  to 
the  Greeks,  who  were  their  proper  founders  and  fathers, 
and  were  now  hazarding  all  for  their  liberties  ;  but,  if  this 
could  not  be  done,  at  any  rate  to  impede  and  disturb  the 
Persians  in  all  engagements.  He  hoped  that  these  writ- 
ings would  prevail  with  the  lonians  to  revolt,  or  raise  some 
trouble  by  making  their  fidelity  doubtful  to  the  Persians. 

Now,  though  Xerxes  had  already  passed  through  Doris 
and  invaded  the  country  of  Phocis,  and  was  burning  and 
destroying  the  cities  of  the  Phocians,  yet  the  Greeks  sent 
them  no  relief;  and,  though  the  Athenians  earnestly  de- 
sired them  to  meet  the  Persians  in  Bceotia,  before  they 
could  come  into  Attica,  as  they  themselves  had  come  for- 
ward by  sea  at  Artemisium,  they  gave  no  ear  to  their  re- 
quest, being  wholly  intent  upon  Peloponnesus,  and  resolved 
to  gather  all  their  forces  together  within  the  Isthmus,  and 
to  build  a  wall  from  sea  to  sea  in  that  narrow  neck  of  land; 
80  that  the  Athenians  were  enraged  to  see  themselves  be- 
trayed, and  at  the  same  time  afflicted  and  dejected  at  their 
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own  destitution.  For  to  fight  alone  against  such  a  numer. 
ous  army  was  to  no  purpose,  and  tlie  only  expedient  now 
left  them  was  to  leave  their  city  and  cling  to  their  ships; 
which  the  people  were  very  unwilling  to  submit  to,  imagin. 
ing  that  it  would  signify  little  now  to  gain  a  victory,  and 
not  understanding  how  there  could  be  deliverance  any 
longer  after  they  had  once  forsaken  the  temples  of  their 
gods  and  exposed  the  tombs  and  monuments  of  their 
ancestors  to  the  fury  of  their  enemies. 

Themistocles,  being  at  a  loss,  and  not  able  to  draw  the 
people  over  to  his  opinion  by  any  human  reason,  set  his 
machines  to  work,  as  in  a  theatre,  and  employed  prodigies 
and  oracles.  The  serpent  of  Minerva,  kept  in  the  inner  part 
of  her  temple,  disappeared  ;  the  priests  gave  it  out  to  the 
people  that  the  offerings  which  were  set  for  it  were  found 
untouched,  and  declared,  by  the  suggestion  of  Themistocles, 
that  the  goddess  had  left  the  city,  and  taken  her  flight  be- 
fore them  towards  the  sea.  And  he  often  urged  them  with 
the  oracle  which  bade  them  trust  to  walls  of  wood,  showing 
them  that  walls  of  wood  could  signify  nothing  else  but 
ships ;  and  that  the  island  of  Salarais  was  termed  in  it,  not 
miserable  or  unhappy,  but  had  the  epithet  of  divine,  for 
that  it  should  one  day  be  associated  with  a  great  good 
fortune  of  the  Greeks.  At  length  his  opinion  prevailed, 
and  he  obtained  a  decree  that  the  city  should  be  committed 
to  the  protection  of  Minerva,  "  queen  of  Athens  ;"  that  they 
who  were  of  age  to  bear  arms  should  embark,  and  that 
each  should  see  to  sending  away  his  children,  women,  and 
slaves  where  he  could.  This  decree  being  confirmed,  most 
of  the  Athenians  removed  their  parents,  wives,  and  children 
to  Troezen,  wliere  they  were  received  with  eager  good-will 
by  the  Troezenians,  who  passed  a  vote  that  they  should  be 
maintained  at  the  public  charge,  by  a  daily  payment  of 
two  obols  to  every  one,  and  leave  be  given  to  the  children 
to  gather  fruit  where  they  pleased,  and  schoolmasters  paid 
to  instruct  them.    This  vote  was  proposed  by  M.cagoras. 
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There  was  no  public  treasure  at  that  time  in  Athens  j  but 
the  council  of  Areopagus,  as  Aristotle  says,  distributed  to 
every  one  that  served  eight  drachmas,  which  was  a  great 
help  to  the  manning  of  the  fleet ;  but  Clidemus  ascribes  this 
also  to  the  art  of  Theniistocles.  When  the  Athenians  were 
on  their  way  down  to  the  haven  of  Piraeus,  the  shield  with 
tlie  head  of  Medusa  was  missing;  and  he,  under  the  pretext 
of  searching  for  it,  ransacked  all  places,  and  found  among 
their  goods  considerable  sums  of  money  concealed,  which 
he  applied  to  the  public  use ;  and  with  this  the  soldiers  and 
ieamen  were  well  provided  for  their  voyage. 

When  the  whole  city  of  Athens  were  going  on  board,  it 
afforded  a  spectacle  worthy  of  pity  alike  and  admiration, 
to  see  them  thus  send  away  their  fathers  and  cliildren  be- 
fore them,  and,  unmoved  with  tlieir  cries  and  tears,  passed 
over  into  the  island.  But  that  which  stirred  compassion 
most  of  all  was,  that  many  old  men,  by  reason  of  their  great 
age,  were  left  behind;  and  even  the  tame  domestic  animals 
could  not  be  seen  without  some  pity,  running  about  the 
town  and  howling,  as  desirous  to  be  carried  along  with 
their  masters  that  had  kept  them  ;  among  which  it  is  re- 
ported that  Xanthippus,  the  father  of  Pericles,  had  a  dog 
that  would  not  endure  to  stay  behind,  but  leaped  into  the 
sea,  and  swam  along  by  the  galley's  side  till  he  came  to 
the  island  of  Salamis,  where  he  fainted  away  and  died,  and 
that  spot  in  the  island,  which  is  still  called  the  Dog's 
Grave,  is  said  to  be  his. 

Among  the  great  actions  of  Themistocles  at  this  crisis, 
the  recall  of  Aristides  was  not  the  least,  for,  before  the  war, 
he  had  been  ostracized  by  the  party  which  Themistocles 
headed,  and  was  in  banishment;  but  now,  perceiving  that 
the  people  regretted  his  absence,  and  were  fearful  that  he 
might  go  over  to  the  Persians  to  revenge  himself,  and 
thereby  ruin  the  affairs  of  Greece,  Themistocles  proposed 
a  decree  that  those  who  were  banished  for  a  time  might 
return   again,   to   give   assistance   by  word   and  deed 


222 


PL UTA RCIl'S  LI VES. 


to  the  cause  of  Greece  with  the  rest  of  their  fellow, 
citizens. 

Eurybiades,  by  reason  of  the  greatness  of  Sparta,  was 
admiral  of  the  Greek  fleet,  but  yet  was  faint-hearted  in  time 
of  danger,  and  willing  to  weigh  anchor  and  set  sail  for  the 
isthmus  of  Corinth,  near  which  the  land  army  lay  en- 
camped; which  Themistocles  resisted;  and  this  was  the 
occasion  of  the  well-known  words,  when  Eurybiades,  to 
check  his  impatience,  told  him  that  at  the  Olympic  games 
they  that  start  up  before  the  rest  are  lashed  ;  "  And  they," 
replied  Themistocles,  "  that  are  left  behind  are  not  crowned." 
Again,  Eurybiades  lifting  up  his  staff  as  if  he  were  going 
to  strike,  Themistocles  said,  "  Strike  if  you  will,  but  hear;" 
Eurybiades,  wondering  much  at  his  moderation,  desired 
him  to  speak,  and  Themistocles  now  brought  him  to  a  bet- 
ter understanding.  And  when  one  who  stood  by  him  told 
him  that  it  did  not  become  those  who  had  neither  city  nor 
house  to  lose,  to  persuade  others  to  relinquish  their  habita- 
tions and  forsake  their  countries,  Themistocles  gave  this 
reply :  "  We  have  indeed  left  our  houses  and  our  walls, 
base  fellow,  not  thinking  it  fit  to  become  slaves  for  the  sake 
of  things  that  have  no  life  nor  soul ;  and  yet  our  city  is  the 
greatest  of  all  Greece,  consisting  of  two  hundred  galleys, 
which  are  here  to  defend  you,  if  you  please  ;  but  if  you  run 
away  and  betray  us,  as  you  did  once  before,  the  Greeks 
shall  soon  hear  news  of  the  Athenians  possessing  as  fair  a 
country,  and  as  large  and  free  a  city,  as  that  they  have  lost." 
These  expressions  of  Themistocles  made  Eurybiades  sus- 
pect that  if  he  retreated  the  Athenians  would  fall  off  from 
him.  When  one  of  Eretria  began  to  oppose  him,  he  said, 
"  Have  you  anything  to  say  of  war,  that  are  like  an  ink- 
fish?  you  have  a  sword,  but  no  heart."  Some  say  that 
while  Themistocles  was  thus  speaking  things  upcai  the 
deck,  an  owl  was  seen  flying  to  the  right  hand  of  the  fleet, 
which  came  and  sate  upon  the  top  of  the  mast;  and  this 
happy  omen  so  far  disposed  the  Greeks  to  follow  his  ad 
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vice,  that  they  presently  prepared  to  fight.  Yet,  when  the 
enemy's  fleet  was  arrived,  at  the  haven  of  Phalerum,  upon 
the  coast  of  Attica,  and  with  the  number  of  their  ships 
concealed  all  the  shore,  and  when  they  saw  the  king  him- 
self in  person  come  down  with  his  land  army  to  the  sea- 
side, with  all  his  forces  united,  then  the  good  counsel  of 
Themistocles  was  soon  forgotten,  and  the  Peloponnesians 
cast  their  eyes  again  towards  the  isthmus,  and  took  it  very 
ill  if  any  one  spoke  against  their  returning  home  ;  and,  re- 
solving to  depart  that  night,  the  pilots  had  order  what 
course  to  steer. 

Themistocles,  in  great  distress  that  the  Greeks  should 
retire,  and  lose  the  advantage  of  the  narrow  seas  and  strait 
passage,  and  slip  home  every  one  to  his  own  city,  consid- 
ered with  himself,  and  contrived  tliat  stratagem  that  was 
carried  out  by  Sicinnus.  This  Sicinnus  was  a  Persian  cap- 
tive, but  a  great  lover  of  Themistocles,  and  the  attendant 
of  his  children.  Upon  this  occasion,  he  sent  him  privately 
to  Xerxes,  commanding  him  to  tell  the  king,  that  Themis- 
tocles, the  admiral  of  the  Athenians,  having  espoused  his 
interest,  wished  to  be  the  first  to  inform  him  that  the 
Greeks  were  ready  to  make  their  escape,  and  that  he  coun- 
selled him  to  hinder  their  flight,  to  set  upon  them  while 
they  were  in  this  confusion  and  at  a  distance  from  their 
laud  army,  and  hereby  destroy  all  their  forces  by  sea. 
Xerxes  was  very  joyful  at  this  message,  and  received  it  as 
from  one  who  wished  him  all  that  was  good,  and  immedi- 
ately issued  instructions  to  the  commanders  of  his  ships, 
that  they  should  instantly  set  out  with  two  hundred  gal- 
leys to  encompass  all  the  islands,  and  enclose  all  the  straits 
and  passages,  that  none  of  the  Greeks  might  escape,  and 
that  they  should  afterwards  follow  with  the  rest  of  their 
fleet  at  leisure.  This  being  done,  Aristides,  the  son  of 
Lysimachus,  was  the  first  man  that  perceived  it,  and  went 
to  the  tent  of  Themistocles,  not  out  of  any  friendship,  for 
Ue  had  been  formerly  banished  by  his  means,  as  has  been 
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related,  but  to  inform  him  how  tliey  were  encompassed  bj 
their  enemies.  Themistocles,  knowing  the  generosity  of 
Aristides,  and  much  struck  by  his  visit  at  that  time,  im- 
parted to  him  all  that  he  had  transacted  by  Sicinnus,  and 
entreated  him  that,  as  he  would  be  more  readily  beUeved 
among  the  Greeks,  he  would  make  use  of  his  credit  to  help 
to  induce  them  to  stay  and  fight  their  enemies  in  the  nar- 
row  seas.  Ai-istides  applauded  Themistocles,  and  went  to 
the  other  commanders  and  captains  of  the  galleys,  and  en- 
couraged them  to  engage  ;  yet  they  did  not  perfectly  assent 
to  him,  till  a  galley  of  Tenos,  whicli  deserted  from  the  Per- 
sians, of  which  Pansetius  was  commander,  came  in,  while 
they  <vere  still  doubting,  and  confirmed  the  news  that  all 
the  straits  and  passages  were  beset ;  and  then  their  rage  and 
fury,  as  well  as  their  necessity,  provoked  them  all  to  fight. 

As  soon  as  it  was  day,  Xerxes  placed  himself  high  up,  to 
view  his  fleet,  and  how  it  was  set  in  order.  Phanodemus 
says,  he  sat  upon  a  promontory  above  tlie  temple  of  Her- 
cules, where  the  coast  of  Attica  is  separated  from  the 
island  by  a  narrow  channel ;  but  Acestodorus  writes,  that 
it  was  in  the  confines  of  Megara,  upon  those  hills  which 
are  called  the  Horns,  where  he  sat  in  a  chair  of  gold,  with 
many  secretaries  about  him  to  write  down  all  that  was 
done  in  the  fight. 

When  Themistocles  was  about  to  sacrifice,  close  to  the 
admiral's  galley,  there  were  three  prisoners  brought  to 
him,  fine  looking  men,  and  richly  dressed  in  ornamented 
clothing  and  gold,  said  to  be  the  children  of  Artayctes  and 
Sandauce,  sister  to  Xerxes.  As  soon  as  the  prophet 
Euphrantides  saw  them,  and  observed  that  at  the  same 
time  the  fire  blazed  out  from  the  offerings  with  a  more 
than  ordinary  flame,  and  a  man  sneezed  on  the  right,  which 
was  an  intimation  of  a  fortunate  event,  he  took  Themis- 
tocles by  the  hand,  and  bade  him  consecrate  the  three 
young  men  for  sacrifice,  and  offer  them  up  with  prayers 
for  victory  to  Bacchus  tlie  Devourer;  so  should  the  Greeks 
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not  only  save  themselves,  but  also  obtain  victory.  Themis- 
tocles  was  much  disturbed  at  tliis  strange  and  terrible 
prophecy,  but  the  common  people,  who,  in  any  difficult 
crisis  and  great  exigency,  ever  look  for  relief  rather  to 
strange  and  extravagant  than  to  reasonable  means,  calling 
upon  Bacchus  with  one  voice,  led  the  captives  to  the  altar, 
and  compelled  the  execution  of  the  sacrifice  as  the  prophet 
had  commanded.  This  is  reported  by  Phanias  the  Lesbian, 
a  philosopher  well  read  in  history. 

The  number  of  the  enemy's  ships  the  poet  ^schylus 
gives  in  his  tragedy  called  the  Persians,  as  on  his  certain 
knowledge,  in  the  following  words — 

Xerxes,  I  know,  did  into  battle  lead 

One  thousand  ships  ;  of  more  than  usual  speed 

Seven  and  two  hundred.   So  it  is  agreed. 

The  Athenians  had  a  hundred  and  eighty  ;  in  every  ship 
eighteen  men  fought  upon  the  deck,  four  of  whom  were 
archers  and  the  rest  men  at  arms. 

As  Themistocles  had  fixed  upon  the  most  advantageous 
place,  so,  with  no  less  sagacity,  he  chose  the  best  time  of 
fighting;  for  he  would  not  run  the  prows  of  his  galleys 
against  the  Persians,  nor  begin  the  fight  till  tlie  time  of 
day  was  come,  when  there  regularly  blows  in  a  fresh 
breeze  from  the  open  sea,  and  brings  in  with  it  a  strong 
swell  into  the  channel ;  which  was  no  inconvenience  to  the 
Greek  ships,  which  were  low-built,  and  little  above  the 
water,  but  did  much  hurt  to  the  Persians,  which  had  high 
sterns  and  lofty  decks,  and  were  heavy  and  cumbrous  in 
their  movements,  as  it  presented  them  broadside  to  the 
quick  charges  of  the  Greeks,  who  kept  their  eyes  upon  the 
motions  of  Themistocles,  as  their  best  example,  and  more 
particularly  because,  opposed  to  his  ship,  Ariamenes,  ad- 
miral to  Xerxes,  a  brave  man,  and  by  far  the  best  and 
worthiest  of  the  king's  brothers,  was  seen  throwing  darts 
and  shooting  arrows  from  his  huge  galley,  as  from  the 

Walls  of  a  castle.    Aminias  the  Decelean  and  Sosicles  the 
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Pedian,  who  sailed  in  the  same  vessel,  upon  the  ships  meet- 
ing stem  to  stem,  and  transfixing  each  the  other  Avith  their 
brazen  prows,  so  that  they  were  fastened  together,  when 
Ariamenes  attempted  to  board  theirs,  ran  at  him  with  their 
pikes,  and  thrust  him  into  tlie  sea  ;  his  body,  as  it  floated 
amongst  other  sliipwrecks,  was  known  to  Artemisia,  and 
carried  to  Xerxes. 

It  is  reported  that,  in  the  middle  of  the  fight,  a  great 
flame  rose  into  the  air  above  the  city  of  Eleusis,  and  that 
sounds  and  voices  were  heard  through  all  the  Thriasian 
plain,  as  far  as  the  sea,  sounding  like  a  number  of  men 
accompanying  and  escorting  the  mystic  lacchus,  and  that  a 
mist  seemed  to  form  and  rise  from  the  place  from  whence 
the  sounds  came,  and,  passing  forward,  fell  upon  the  gal- 
leys. Others  believed  that  they  saw  apparitions,  in  the 
shape  of  armed  men,  reaching  out  their  hands  from  the 
island  of  ^gina  before  the  Grecian  galleys  ;  and  supposed 
they  were  the  ^acidae,  whom  they  had  invoked  to  their 
aid  before  the  battle.  The  first  man  that  took  a  ship  was 
Lycomedes  the  Athenian,  captain  of  a  galley,  who  cut  down 
its  ensign,  and  dedicated  it  to  Apollo  the  Laurel-crowned. 
And  as  the  Persians  fought  in  a  narrow  arm  of  the  sea, 
and  could  bring  but  part  of  their  fleet  to  fight,  and  fell  foul 
of  one  another,  the  Greeks  thus  e<^alled  them  in  strengtli, 
and  fought  with  them  till  the  evening  forced  them  back, 
and  obtained,  as  says  Simonides,  that  noble  and  famous 
victoiy,  than  which  neither  amongst  the  Greeks  nor  barba- 
rians was  ever  known  more  glorious  exploit  on  the  seas ; 
by  the  joint  valor,  indeed,  and  zeal  of  all  who  fought,  but 
by  the  wisdom  and  sagacity  of  Themistocles. 

After  this  sea-fight,  Xerxes,  enraged  at  his  ill-fortune, 
attempted,  by  casting  great  heaps  of  earth  and  stones  into 
the  sea,  to  stop  up  the  channel  and  to  make  a  dam,  upon 
which  he  might  lead  his  land-forces  over  into  the  island  of 
Salamis. 

'  Themistocles,  being  desirous  to  try  the  opinion  of  Ari* 
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tides,  told  him  that  he  proposed  to  set  sail  for  the  Helles- 
pont, to  break  the  bridge  of  ships,  so  as  to  shut  up,  he  said, 
Asia  a  prisoner  within  Eurojpe  ;  but  Aristides,  disliking  the 
design,  said :  "  We  have  hitherto  fought  with  an  enemy  who 
has  regarded  little  else  but  his  pleasure  and  luxury  ;  but  if 
we  shut  him  up  within  Greece,  and  drive  him  to  necessity, 
he  that  is  master  of  such  great  forces  will  no  longer  sit 
quietly  with  an  umbrella  of  gold  over  Iiis  head,  looking 
upon  the  fight  for  his  pleasure  ;  but  in  such  a  strait  will 
attempt  all  things  ;  he  will  be  resolute,  and  appear  himself 
in  person  upon  all  occasions,  he  will  soon  correct  his 
errors,  and  supply  what  he  has  formerly  omitted  through 
remissness,  and  will  be  better  advised  in  all  things. 
Therefore,  it  is  noways  our  interest,  Themistocles,"  he 
said,  "  to  take  away  the  bridge  that  is  already  made,  but 
rather  to  build  another,  if  it  were  possible  that  he  might 
make  his  retreat  with  the  more  expedition."  To  which 
Themistocles  answered  :  "If  this  be  requisite,  we  must 
immediately  use  all  diligence,  art,  and  industry,  to  rid  our- 
selves of  him  as  soon  as  may  be  ;  "  and  to  this  purpose  he 
found  ouo  among  the  captives  one  of  the  king  of  Persia's 
eunuchs,  named  Arnaces,  whom  he  sent  to  the  king,  to 
inform  him  that  the  Greeks,  being  now  victorious  by  sea, 
had  decreed  to  sail  to  the  Hellespont,  where  the  boats 
were  fastened  together,  and  destroy  the  bridge ;  but  that 
Themistocles,  being  concerned  for  the  king,  revealed  this 
to  him,  that  he  might  hasten  towards  the  Asiatic  seas, 
and  pass  over  into  his  own  dominions  ;  and  in  the  mean 
time  would  cause  delays  and  hinder  the  confederates  from 
pursuing  him.  Xerxes  no  sooner  heard  this,  but,  being 
very  much  terrified,  he  proceeded  to  retreat  out  of  Greece 
with  all  speed.  The  prudence  of  Themistocles  and  Aris- 
tides in  this  was  afterwards  more  fully  understood  at  the 
battle  of  Plateea,  where  Mardonimus,  with  a  very  small 
fraction  of  the  forces  of  Xerxes,  put  the  Greeks  in  danger 
of  losing  all. 
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Herodotus  writes,  that  of  all  the  cities  of  Greece,  ^gina 
was  held  to  have  performed  the  best  service  in  the  war ; 
while  all  single  men  yielded  to  Theniistocles,  though,  out  of 
envy,  unwilUngly ;  and  when  they  returned  to  the  entrance 
of  Peloponnesus,  where  the  several  commanders  delivered 
their  suffrages  at  the  altar,  to  determine  who  was  most 
worthy,  every  one  gave  the  first  vote  for  himself  and  the 
second  for  Themistocles.  The  Lacedaemonians  carried  hiin 
with  them  to  Sparta,  where,  giving  the  rewards  of  valor  to 
Eurybiades,  and  of  wisdom  and  conduct  to  Themistocles, 
thev  crowned  him  with  olive,  presented  him  with  the  best 
chariot  in  the  city,  and  sent  three  hundred  young  men  to 
accompany  him  to  the  confines  of  their  country.  And  at 
the  next  Olympic  games,  when  Themistocles  entered  the 
course,  the  spectators  took  no  farther  notice  of  those  who 
were  contesting  the  prizes,  but  spent  the  whole  day  in 
looking  upon  him,  showing  him  to  the  strangers,  admiring 
him,  and  applauding  him  by  clapping  their  hands,  and 
other  expressions  of  joy,  so  that  he  himself,  much  gratified, 
confessed  to  his  friends  that  he  then  reaped  the  fruit  of  all 
his  labors  for  the  Greeks. 

He  was,  indeed,  by  nature,  a  great  lover  of  honor,  as  is 
evident  from  the  anecdotes  recorded  of  him.  When  chosen 
admiral  by  the  Athenians,  he  would  not  quite  conclude 
any  single  matter  of  business,  either  public  or  private,  but 
deferred  all  till  the  day  they  were  to  set  sail,  that,  by 
despatching  a  great  quantity  of  business,  all  at  once,  and 
having  to  meet  a  great  variety  of  people,  he  might  make 
an  appearance  of  greatness  and  power.  Viewing  the  dead 
bodies  cast  up  by  the  sea,  he  perceived  bracelets  and  neck- 
laces of  gold  about  them,  yet  passed  on,  only  showing  them 
to  a  friend  that  followed  hini,  saying,  "  Take  you  these 
things,  for  you  are  not  Themistocles."  He  said  to  Anli- 
phates,  a  handsome  young  man,  who  had  formerly  avoided, 
but  now  in  his  glory  courted  him,  "  Time,  young  man,  has 
taught  us  both  a  lesson,"    He  said  that  the  ^Vthenians  did 
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not  honor  him  or  admire  him,  but  made,  as  it  were,  a  sort 
of  plane-tree  of  him ;  sheltered  themselves  under  him  in 
bad  weather,  and  as  soon  as  it  was  fine,  pluclced  his  leaves 
and  cut  his  branches.  When  the  Seriphian  told  him  that 
he  had  not  obtained  this  honor  by  himself,  but  by  the 
greatness  of  the  city,  he  replied,  "  You  speak  truth  ;  I 
should  never  have  been  famous  if  I  had  been  of  Seriphus  ; 
nor  you,  had  you  been  of  Athens."  "When  another  of  the 
generals,  who  thought  he  had  performed  considerable 
service  for  the  Athenians,  boastingly  compared  his  actions 
with  those  of  Themistocles,  he  told  him  that  once  upon  a 
time  the  Day  after  the  Festival  found  fault  with  the  Fes- 
tival :  "  On  you  there  is  nothing  but  hurry  and  trouble  and 
preparation,  but,  when  I  come,  everybody  sits  down  quietly 
and  enjoys  himself  ;  "  which  the  Festival  admitted  was 
true,  but  "if  I  had  not  come  first,  you  would  not  have 
come  at  all."  "Even  so,"  he  said,  "if  Themistocles  had 
not  come  before,  where  had  you  been  now  ?  "  Laughing 
at  his  own  son,  who  got  his  mother,  and,  by  his  mother's 
means,  his  father  also,  to  indulge  him,  he  told  him  that  he 
had  the  most  power  of  any  one  in  Greece :  "  For  the  Athe- 
nians command  the  rest  of  Greece,  I  command  the  Athe- 
nians, your  mother  commands  me,  and  you  command  your 
mother,"  Loving  to  be  singular  in  all  things,  when  he 
had  land  to  sell,  he  ordered  the  crier  to  give  notice  that 
there  were  good  neighbors  near  it.  Of  two  who  made  love 
to  his  daughter,  he  preferred  the  man  of  worth  to  the  one 
who  was  rich,  saying  he  desired  a  man  without  riches, 
rather  than  riches  without  a  man.  Such  was  the  character 
of  his  sayings."  ' 

After  these  things,  he  began  to  rebuild  and  fortify  the 
city  of  Athens,  bribing,  as  Theopompus  reports,  the  Lacedae- 
monian ephors  not  to  be  against  it,  but,  as  most  relate  it, 
overreaching  and  deceiving  them.  For,  under  the  pretext 
of  an  embassy,  he  went  to  Sparta,  whereupon  the  Lacedae- 
monians charging  him  with  rebuilding  the  walls,  and  Poll- 
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archus  coming  on  purpose  from  .^Igina  to  denounce  it,  he 
denied  the  fact,  bidding  tliem  to  send  people  to  Atliens  to 
see  wlietlier  it  were  so  or  no  ;  by  whicli  delay  he  got  time 
for  the  building  of  the  wall,  and  also  placed  these  ambassa- 
dors in  the  hands  of  his  countrymen  as  hostages  for  him; 
and  so,  when  the  Lacedaemonians  knew  the  truth,  they  did 
him  no  hurt,  but,  suppressing  all  disphiy  of  their  anger  for 
the  present,  sent  him  away. 

Next  he  proceeded  to  establish  the  harbor  of  Pirspus, 
observing  the  great  natural  advantages  of  the  locaht}',  and 
desirous  to  unite  the  whole  city  with  the  sea,  and  to  reverse, 
in  a  manner,  the  policy  of  ancient  Athenian  kings,  who,  en- 
deavoring to  withdraw  their  subjects  from  the  sea,  and  to  ac- 
custom them  to  live,  not  by  sailing  about,  but  by  planting 
and  tilling  the  earth,  spread  the  story  of  the  dispute  between 
Minerva  and  Neptune  for  the  sovereignty  of  Athens,  in 
which  Minerva,  by  producing  to  the  judges  an  olive-tree, 
was  declared  to  have  won ;  whereas  Themistocles  did  not 
only  knead  up,  as  Aristophanes  says,  the  port  and  the  city 
into  one,  but  made  the  city  absolutely  the  dependant  and  the 
adjunct  of  the  port,  and  the  land  of  the  sea,  which  increased 
the  power  and  confidence  of  the  people  against  the  nobility ; 
the  authority  coming  into  the  hands  of  sailors  and  boat- 
swains and  pilots.  Thus  it  was  one  of  the  orders  of  the 
thirty  tyrants,  that  the  hustings  in  the  assembly,  which 
had  faced  towards  the  sea,  should  be  turned  round  towards 
the  land ;  implying  their  opinion  that  the  empire  by  sea 
had  been  the  origin  of  the  democracy,  and  that  the  farm- 
ing population  were  not  so  much  opposed  to  oligarchy. 

Themistocles,  however,  formed  yet  higher  designs  with 
a  view  to  naval  supremacy.  For,  after  the  departure  of 
Xerxes,  when  the  Grecian  fleet  was  arrived  at  Pagasse, 
where  they  wintered,  Themistocles,  in  a  public  oration  to 
the  people  of  Athens,  told  them  that  he  had  a  design  to 
perform  something  that  would  tend  greatly  to  their  ni- 
terests  and  safety,  but  was  of  such  a  nature,  that  it  could 


THEMIS  TO  CLES. 


231 


not  be  made  generally  public.  The  Athenians  ordered  him 
to  impart  it  to  Aristides  only ;  and,  if  he  approved  of  it,  to 
put  it  in  practice.  And  when  Themistocles  had  discovered 
to  him  that  his  design  was  to  burn  the  Grecian  fleet  in  the 
haven  of  Pagasse,  Aristides,  coming  out  to  the  people,  gave 
this  report  of  the  sti-atagem  contrived  by  Themistocles,  that 
no  proposal  could  be  more  politic,  or  more  dishonorable; 
on  which  the  Athenians  commanded  Themistocles  to  think 
no  farther  of  it. 

When  the  Lacedaamonians  proposed,  at  the  general  coun- 
cil of  the  Araphictyonians,  that  the  representatives  of  those 
cities  which  were  not  in  the  league,  nor  had  fought  against 
the  Persians,  should  be  excluded,  Themistocles,  fearing 
that  the  Thessalians,  with  those  of  Thebes,  Argos,  and 
others,  being  thrown  out  of  the  council,  the  Laced semonians 
would  become  wholly  masters  of  the  votes,  and  do  what 
they  pleased,  supported  the  deputies  of  the  cities,  and  pre- 
vailed with  the  members  then  sitting  to  alter  their  opinion 
in  this  point,  showing  them  that  there  were  but  one-and- 
thirty  cities  which  had  partaken  in  the  war,  and  that  most 
of  these,  also,  were  very  small ;  how  intolerable  would  it 
be,  if  the  rest  of  Greece  should  be  excluded,  and  the  general 
council  should  come  to  be  ruled  by  two  or  three  great 
cities.  By  this,  chiefly,  he  hicurred  the  displeasure  of  the 
LacedsBmonians,  whose  honors  and  favors  were  now  shown 
to  Cimon,  with  a  view  to  making  him  the  opponent  of  the 
state  policy  of  Themistocles. 

He  was  also  burdensome  to  the  confederates,  sailing 
about  the  islands  and  collecting  money  from  them.  Hero- 
dotus says,  that,  requiring  money  of  those  of  the  island  of 
Andros,  he  told  them  that  he  had  brought  with  him  two 
goddesses,  Persuasion  and  Force ;  and  they  answered  him 
that  they  had  also  two  great  goddesses,  which  prohibited 
them  from  giving  him  any  money,  Poverty  and  Impossi- 
bility. Tiraocreon,  the  Rhodian  poet,  reprehends  him  some- 
ivhat  bitterly  for  being  wrought  upon  by  money  to  let  some 
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who  were  banished  return,  while  abandoning  himself,  who 
was  his  guest  and  friend.    The  verses  are  these : — 

Pausanias  you  may  praise,  and  Xanthippus  he  be  for. 
For  Leutyohidas,  a  third ;  Aristides,  I  proclaim, 
From  the  sacred  Athens  came, 

The  one  true  man  of  all ;  for  Themistocles  Latona  doth  abhor. 
The  liar,  traitor,  cheat,  who,  to  gain  his  filthy  pay, 
Timocreon,  his  friend,  neglected  to  restore 
To  his  native  Rhodian  shore ; 

Three  silver  talents  took,  and  departed  (curses  with  him)  on  his  way, 

Bestoring  people  here,  expelling  there,  and  killing  here, 
Filling  evermore  his  purse :  and  at  the  Isthmus  gave  a  treat. 
To  be  laughed  at,  of  cold  meat, 

Which  they  ate,  and  prayed  the  gods  some  one  else  might  give  the  feast 
another  year. 

But  after  the  sentence  and  banishment  of  Themistocles, 
Timocreon  reviles  him  yet  more  immoderately  and  wildly 
in  a  poem  which  begins  thus  : — 

TJnto  all  the  Greeks  repair, 

0  Muse,  and  tell  these  verses  there. 

As  is  fitting  and  is  fair. 

The  story  is,  that  it  was  put  to  the  question  whether  Ti- 
mocreon should  be  banished  for  siding  with  the  Persians, 
and  Themistocles  gave  his  vote  against  him.  So  when 
Themistocles  was  accused  of  intriguing  with  the  Medes, 
Timocreon  made  these  lines  upon  him  : — 

So  now  Timocreon,  indeed,  is  not  the  sole  friend  of  the  Mede, 
There  are  some  knaves  besides ;  nor  is  it  only  mine  that  fails. 
But  other  foxes  have  lost  tails. — 

When  the  citizens  of  Athens  began  to  listen  willingly  to 
those  who  traduced  and  reproached  him,  he  was  forced, 
with  somewhat  obnoxious  frequency,  to  put  them  in  mind 
of  the  great  services  he  had  performed,  and  ask  those  who 
were  offended  with  him  whether  they  were  weary  with  re- 
ceiving benefits  often  from  the  same  person,  so  rendering 
himself  more  odious.  And  he  yet  more  provoked  the  people 
by  building  a  temple  to  Diana  with  the  epithet  of  Aristo* 
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bule,  or  Diana  of  Best  Counsel;  intimating  thereby,  ttiathe 
had  given  the  best  counsel,  not  only  to  tlie  Athenians,  but 
to  all  Greece.  He  built  this  temple  near  his  own  house,  in 
the  district  called  Melite,  where  now  the  public  officers 
carry  out  the  bodies  of  such  as  are  executed,  and  throw  the 
halters  and  clothes  of  those  that  are  strangled  or  other- 
wise put  to  death.  There  is  to  this  day  a  small  figure  of 
Themistocles  in  the  temple  of  Diana  of  Best  Counsel,  which 
represents  him  to  be  a  person  not  only  of  a  noble  mind,  but 
also  of  a  most  heroic  aspect.  At  length  the  Athenians' 
banished  him,  making  use  of  the  ostracism  to  humble  his 
eminence  and  authority,  as  they  ordinarily  did  with  all 
whom  they  thought  too  powerful,  or,  by  their  greatness, 
disproportionable  to  the  equality  thought  requisite  in  a 
popular  government.  For  the  ostracism  was  instituted, 
not  so  much  to  punish  the  offender,  as  to  mitigate  and 
pacify  the  violence  of  the  envious,  who  delighted  to  humble 
eminent  men,  and  who,  by  fixing  this  disgrace  upon  them, 
might  vent  some  part  of  their  rancor. 

Themistocles  being  banished  from  Athens,  while  he 
stayed  at  Argos  the  detection  of  Pausanias  happened,  which 
gave  such  advantage  to  his  enemies,  that  Leobotes  of 
Agraule,  son  of  Alcmseon,  indicted  him  of  treason,  the 
Spartans  supporting  him  in  the  accusation. 

When  Pausanias  went  about  this  treasonable  design,  he 
concealed  it  at  first  from  Themistocles,  though  he  were  his 
intimate  friend ;  but  when  he  saw  him  expelled  out  of  the 
commonwealth,  and  how  impatiently  he  took  his  banish- 
ment,  he  ventured  to  communicate  it  to  him,  and  desired 
his  assistance,  showing  him  the  king  of  Persia's  letters,  and 
exasperating  him  against  the  Greeks,  as  a  villanous,  un- 
grateful people.  However,  Themistocles  immediately  re- 
jected the  proposals  of  Pausanias,  and  wholly  refused  to  be 
a  party  in  the  enterprise,  though  he  never  revealed  his 
communications,  nor  disclosed  the  conspiracy  to  any  man, 
either  hoping  that  Pausanias  would  desist  from  his  inten- 
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tions,  or  expecting  that  so  inconsiderate  an  attempt  after 
such  chimerical  objects  would  be  discovered  by  other 
means. 

After  that  Pausanias  was  put  to  death,  letters  and  writ- 
ings  being  found  concerning  this  matter,  which  rendered 
Themistocles  suspected,  the  Lacedaemonians  were  clamorous 
against  him,  and  his  enemies  among  the  Athenians  accused 
him  ;  when,  being  absent  from  Athens,  he  made  his  defence 
by  letters,  especially  against  the  points  that  had  been  pre- 
viously alleged  against  him.  In  answer  to  the  malicious 
detractions  of  his  enemies,  he  merely  wrote  to  the  citizens, 
urging  that  he  who  was  always  ambitious  to  govern,  and 
not  of  a  character  or  a  disposition  to  serve,  would  never 
sell  himself  and  his  country  into  slavery  to  a  barbarous  and 
hostile  nation. 

Notwithstanding  this,  the  people,  being  persuaded  by  his 
accusers,  sent  officers  to  take  him  and  bring  him  away  to 
be  tried  before  a  council  of  the  Greeks,  but,  having  timely 
notice  of  it,  he  passed  over  into  the  island  of  Corcyra, 
where  the  state  was  under  obligations  to  him  ;  for,  being 
chosen  as  arbitrator  in  a  difference  between  them  and  the 
Corinthians,  he  decided  the  controversy  by  ordering  the 
Corinthians  to  pay  down  twenty  talents,  and  declaring  the 
town  and  island  of  Leucas  a  joint  colony  from  both  cities. 
From  thence  he  fled  into  Epirus,  and,  the  Athenians  and 
Lacedaemonians  still  pursuing  him,  he  threw  himself  upon 
chances  of  safety  that  seemed  all  but  desperate.  For  he 
tied  for  refuge  to  Admetus,  king  of  the  Molossians,  who  had 
formerly  made  some  request  to  the  Athenians,  when 
Themistocles  was  in  the  height  of  his  authority,  and  had 
been  disdainfully  uoed  and  insulted  by  him,  and  had  let  it 
appear  plain  enough,  that,  could  he  lay  hold  of  him,  he 
would  take  his  revenge.  Yet  in  this  misfortune,  Themis- 
tocles, fearing  the  recent  hatred  of  his  neighbors  and  fellow- 
citizens  more  than  the  old  displeasure  of  the  king,  put 
himself  at  his  mercy,  and  became  an  humble  suppliant  to 
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Admetus,  after  a  peculiar  manner,  different  from  the  custom 
of  other  countries.  For  taking  the  king's  son,  who  was 
then  a  child,  in  his  arms,  he  laid  himself  down  at  his  hearth, 
this  being  the  most  sacred  and  only  manner  of  supplication 
among  the  Molossians,  which  was  not  to  be  refused.  And 
some  say  that  his  wife,  Phthia,  intimated  to  Themistocles 
this  way  of  petitioning,  and  placed  her  young  son  with  him 
before  the  hearth ;  others,  that  king  Admetus,  that  he 
might  be  under  a  religious  obligation  not  to  deliver  him 
up  to  his  pursuers,  prepared  and  enacted  with  him  a  sort 
of  stage- play  to  this  effect.  At  this  time,  Epicrates  of 
Acharnae  privately  conveyed  his  wife  and  children  out  of 
Athens,  and  sent  them  hither,  for  which  afterwards  Cimon 
condemned  him  and  put  him  to  death  ;  as  Stesimbrotus  re- 
ports, and  yet  somehow,  either  forgetting  this  himself,  or 
making  Themistocles  to  be  little  mindful  of  it,  says  pres- 
ently that  he  sailed  into  Sicily,  and  desired  in  marriage 
the  daughter  of  Hiero,  tyrant  of  Syracuse,  promising  to 
bring  the  Greeks  under  his  power;  and,  on  Hiero  re- 
fusing him,  departed  thence  into  Asia ;  but  this  is  not 
probable. 

For  Theophrastus  writes,  in  his  work  on  Monarchy,  that 
when  Hiero  sent  race-horses  to  the  Olympian  games,  and 
erected  a  pavilion  sumptuously  furnished,  Themistocles 
made  an  oration  to  the  Greeks,  inciting  them  to  pull  down 
the  tyrant's  tent,  and  not  to  suffer  his  horses  to  run. 
Thucydides  says,  that,  passing  over  land  to  the  ^gsean 
Sea,  he  took  ship  at  Pydna  in  the  bay  Therme,  not  being 
known  to  any  one  in  the  ship,  till,  being  terrified  to  see  the 
vessel  driven  by  the  winds  near  to  Naxos,  which  was  then 
besieged  by  the  Athenians,  he  made  himself  known  to  the 
master  and  pilot,  and  partly  entreating  them,  partly 
threatening  that  if  they  went  on  shore  he  would  accuse 
them,  and  make  the  Athenians  to  believe  that  they  did  not 
take  him  in  out  of  ignorance,  but  that  he  had  corrupted 
them  with  money  from  the  beginning,  he  compelled  them 
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to  bear  off  and  stand  out  to  sea,  and  sail  forward  towards 
the  coast  of  Asia. 

A  great  part  of  his  estate  was  privately  conveyed  awaj 
by  his  friends,  and  sent  after  him  by  sea  into  Asia, 
besides  which,  there  was  discovered  and  confiscated  to  the 
value  of  fourscore  talents,  as  Theophrastus  writes  ;  TheO' 
pompus  says  an  hundred ;  though  Themistocles  was  nevei 
worth  three  talents  before  he  was  concerned  in  public 
affairs. 

When  he  arrived  at  Cyme,  and  understood  that  all  along 
the  coast  there  were  many  laid  wait  for  him,  and  partic- 
ularly Ergoteles  and  Pythodorus  (for  the  game  was  worth 
the  hunting  for  such  as  were  thankful  to  make  money  by 
any  means,  the  king  of  Persia  having  offered  by  public 
proclamation  two  hundred  talents  to  him  that  should  take 
him),  he  fled  to  ^gse,  a  small  city  of  the  ^olians,  where 
no  one  knew  him  but  only  his  host  Kicogenes,  who  was 
the  richest  man  in  ^olia,  and  well  known  to  the  great  men 
of  Inner  Asia.  While  Themistocles  lay  hid  for  some  days 
in  his  house,  one  night,  after  a  sacrifice  and  supper  ensu- 
ing, Olbius,  the  attendant  upon  Nicogenes's  children,  fell 
into  a  sort  of  frenzy  and  fit  of  inspiration,  and  cried  out  in 
verse, — 

Night  shall  speak,  and  night  instruct  thee, 
By  the  voice  of  night  conduct  thee. 

After  this,  Themistocles,  going  to  bed,  dreamed  that  he  saw 
a  snake  coil  itself  up  upon  his  belly,  and  so  creep  to  his 
neck  ;  then,  as  soon  as  it  touched  his  face,  it  turned  into  an 
eagle,  which  spread  its  wings  over  him,  and  took  him  up 
and  flew  away  with  him  a  great  distance ;  then  there  ap- 
peared a  herald's  golden  wand,  and  upon  this  at  last  it  set 
him  down  securely,  after  infinite  terror  and  disturbance. 

His  departure  was  effected  by  Nicogenes  by  the  follow- 
ing artifice :  The  barbarous  nations,  and  amongst  them  the 
Persians  especially,  are  extremely  jealous,  severe,  and 
suspicious  about  their  women,  not  r  v.Iy  their  wives,  but 
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also  their  bought  slaves  and  concubines,  whom  they  keep 
so  strictly  that  no  one  ever  sees  them  abroad ;  they  spend 
their  lives  shut  up  within  doors,  and,  when  they  take  a 
journey,  are  carried  in  close  tents,  curtained  in  on  all  sides, 
and  set  upon  a  wagon.  Such  a  travelling  carriage  being 
prepared  for  Themistocles,  they  hid  him  in  it,  and  carried 
him  on  his  journey,  and  told  those  whom  they  met  or 
spoke  with  upon  the  road  that  they  were  conveying  a 
young  Greek  woman  out  of  Ionia  to  a  nobleman  at  court. 

Thucydides  and  Charon  of  Lampsacus  say  that  Xerxes  was 
dead,  and  that  Themistocles  had  an  interview  with  his  son  ; 
but  Ephorus,  Dinon,  Clitarchus,  Heraclides,  and  many 
others,  write  that  he  came  to  Xerxes.  The  chronological 
tables  better  agree  with  the  account  of  Thucydides,  and 
yet  neither  can  their  statements  be  said  to  be  quite  set 
at  rest. 

When  Themistocles  was  come  to  the  critical  point,  he  ap- 
plied himself  first  to  Artabanus,  commander  of  a  thousand 
men,  telling  him  that  he  was  a  Greek,  and  desired  to  speak 
with  the  king  about  important  affairs  concerning  which  the 
king  was  extremely  solicitous.  Artabanus  answered  him : 
"  0  stranger,  the  laws  of  men  are  different,  and  one  thing  is 
honorable  to  one  man,  and  to  others  another ;  but  it  is  hon- 
orable for  all  to  honor  and  observe  their  own  laws.  It  is  the 
habit  of  the  Greeks,  we  are  told,  to  honor,  above  all  things, 
liberty  and  equality ;  but  amongst  our  many  excellent  laws, 
we  account  this  the  most  excellent,  to  honor  the  king,  and 
to  worship  him,  as  the  image  of  the  great  preserver  of  the 
universe ;  if,  then,  you  shall  consent  to  our  laws,  and 
fall  down  before  the  king  and  worship  him,  you  may  both 
see  him  and  speak  to  him ;  but  if  your  mind  be  otherwise, 
you  must  make  use  of  others  to  intercede  for  you,  for 
it  is  not  the  national  custom  here  for  the  king  to  give  audi- 
ence to  any  one  that  doth  not  fall  down  before  him." 
Themistocles,  hearing  this,  replied :  "  Artabanus,  I,  that 
come  hither  to  increase  the  power  and  glory  of  the  king, 
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will  not  only  submit  myself  to  his  laws,  since  so  it  hatl 
pleased  the  god  who  exalteth  the  Persian  empire  to  this 
greatness,  but  will  also  cause  many  more  to  be  worshippers 
and  adorers  of  the  king.  Let  not  this,  therefore,  be  an  im 
pediment  why  I  should  not  communicate  to  the  king  whal 
I  have  to  impart."  Artabanus  asking  him,  "  Who  musi 
we  tell  him  that  you  are  ?  for  your  words  signify  you  to  b( 
no  ordinary  person,"  Themistocles  answered,  "  No  man,  0 
Artabanus,  must  be  informed  of  this  before  the  king  him- 
self." Thus  Phanias  relates ;  to  which  Eratosthenes,  in 
his  treatise  on  Riches,  adds,  that  it  was  by  the  means  of  a 
woman  of  Eretria,  who  was  kept  by  Artabanus,  that  he 
obtained  this  audience  and  interview  with  him. 

When  he  was  introduced  to  the  king,  and  had  paid  his 
reverence  to  him,  he  stood  silent,  till  the  king  com- 
manding the  interpreter  to  ask  him  who  he  was,  he  replied, 
"  O  king,  I  am  Themistocles  the  Athenian,  driven  into 
banishment  by  the  Greeks.  The  evils  that  I  have  done 
to  the  Persians  are  numerous ;  but  my  benefits  to  them 
yet  greater,  in  withholding  the  Greeks  from  pursuit,  so 
soon  as  the  deliverance  of  my  own  country  allowed  nie  to 
show  kindness  also  to  you.  I  come  with  a  mind  suited  to 
my  present  calamities ;  prepared  alike  for  favors  and  for 
anger;  to  welcome  your  gracious  reconciliation,  and  to 
deprecate  your  wrath.  Take  my  own  countrymen  for  wit- 
nesses of  the  services  I  have  done  for  Persia,  and  make  use 
of  this  occasion  to  show  the  world  your  virtue,  rather  than 
to  satisfy  your  indignation.  If  you  save  me,  you  will  save 
your  suppliant ;  if  otherwise,  will  destroy  an  enemy  of  the 
Greeks."  He  talked  also  of  divine  admonitions,  such  as  the 
vision  which  he  saw  at  Nicogenes's  house,  and  the  direction 
given  him  by  the  oracle  of  Dodona,  where  Jupiter  com- 
manded him  to  go  to  him  that  had  a  name  like  his,  by 
which  he  understood  that  he  was  sent  from  Jupiter  to  him, 
Beeingthat  they  both  were  great,  and  had  the  name  of  kings. 

The  king  heard  him  attentively,  and,  thouo-h  he  admired 
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his  temper  and  courage,  gave  him  no  answer  at  that  time ; 
but,  when  he  was  with  his  intimate  friends,  rejoiced  in  his 
great  good  fortune,  and  esteemed  himself  very  happy  in  this, 
and  prayed  to  his  god  Arimanius,  that  all  his  enemies 
might  be  ever  of  the  same  mind  with  the  Greeks,  to  abuse 
md  expel  the  bravest  men  amongst  them.  Then  he  sacri 
flcedto  the  gods,  and  presently  fell  to  drinking,  and  was  so 
well  pleased,  that  in  the  night,  in  the  middle  of  his  sleep, 
he  cried  out  for  joy  three  times,  "  I  have  Themistocles  the 
Athenian." 

In  the  morning,  calling  together  the  chief  of  his  court 
he  had  Themistocles  brought  before  him,  who  expected  no 
good  of  it,  when  he  saw,  for  example,  the  guards  fiercely 
set  against  him  as  soon  as  they  learnt  his  name,  and 
giving  him  ill  language.  As  he  came  forward  towards  the 
king,  who  was  seated,  the  rest  keeping  silence,  passing  by 
Roxanes,  a  commander  of  a  thousand  men,  he  heard  him, 
with  a  slight  groan,  say,  without  stirring  out  of  his  place, 
"Tou  subtle  Greek  serpent,  the  king's  good  genius 
hath  brought  thee  hither."  Yet,  when  he  came  into  the 
presence,  and  again  fell  down,  the  king  saluted  him,  and 
spake  to  him  kindly,  telling  him  he  was  now  indebted  to 
him  two  hundred  talents ;  for  it  was  just  and  reasonable  that 
he  should  receive  the  reward  which  was  proposed  to  whoso- 
ever should  bring  Themistocles  ;  and  promising  much  more, 
and  encouraging  him,  he  commanded  hiru  to  speak  freely 
what  he  would  concerning  the  affairs  of  Greece.  Themis- 
tocles replied,  that  a  man's  discourse  was  like  to  a  rich 
Persian  cai-pet,  the  beautiful  figures  and  patterns  of  which 
can  only  be  shown  by  spreading  and  extending  it  out ;  when 
it  is  contracted  and  folded  up,  they  are  obscure  and  lost ; 
and,  therefore,  he  desired  time.  The  king  being  pleased 
with  the  comparison,  and  bidding  him  take  what  time  he 
would,  he  desired  a  year ;  in  which  time,  having  learnt  thp 
Persian  language  sufficiently,  he  spoke  with  the  king  by 
himself  without  the  help  of  an  interpreter,  it  being  sup 
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posed  that  he  'liscoursecl  only  about  the  affairs  of  Greece; 
but  there  liappeuhig,  at  the  same  time,  great  alterations  at 
court,  and  removals  of  the  king's  favorites,  he  drew  upon 
himself  the  envy  of  the  great  people,  who  imagined  that  he 
had  taken  the  boldness  to  speak  concerning  them.  For  the 
favors  shown  to  other  strangers  were  nothing  in  conipari- 
son  with  the  honors  conferred  on  him;  the  king  invited 
him  to  partake  of  his  own  pastimes  and  recreations  both  at 
home  and  abroad,  carrying  him  with  him  a-hunting,  and 
made  him  his  intimate  so  far  that  he  permitted  him  to  see 
the  queen-mother,  and  converse  frequently  with  her.  By 
the  king's  command,  he  also  was  made  acquainted  with 
the  Magian  learning. 

When  Demaratus  the  Lacedaemonian,  being  ordered  by 
the  king  to  ask  whatsoever  he  pleased,  that  it  should  iramc' 
diately  be  granted  him,  desired  that  he  might  make  hU 
public  entrance,  and  be  carried  in  state  through  the  city  of 
Sardis,  with  the  tiara  set  in  the  royal  manner  upon  his 
head,  Mithropaustes,  cousin  to  the  king,  touched  him  on  the 
head,  and  told  him  that  he  had  no  brains  for  the  royal  tiara 
to  cover,  and  if  Jupiter  should  give  him  his  liglitning  and 
thunder,  he  would  not  any  the  more  be  Jupiter  for  that; 
the  king  also  repulsed  him  with  anger,  resolving  never  to 
be  reconciled  to  him,  but  to  be  inexorable  to  all  supplications 
on  his  behalf.  Yet  Themistocles  ^pacified  him,  and  pre- 
vailed with  him  to  forgive  him.  1^ And  it  is  reported,  that 
the  succeeding  kings,  in  whose  reigns  there  was  a  greater 
communication  between  the  Greeks  and  Persians,  when 
they  invited  any  considerable  Greek  into  their  service,  to 
encourage  him,  would  write,  and  promise  him  that  lie 
should  be  as  great  with  them  as  Themistocles  had  been. 
They  relate,  also,  how  Themistocles,  wlien  he  was  in  great 
prosperity,  and  courted  by  many,  seeing  himself  splendidly 
served  at  his  table,  turned  to  his  children  and  said,  "  Chil- 
dren, we  had  been  undone  if  we  had  not  Ijeen  undone." 
Most  writers  say  that  he  had  threu  cities  given  him,  Mag 
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nesia,  Myus,  and  Lampsacus,  to  maintain  him  in  bread, 
meat,  and  wine,  Neantlies  of  Cyzicus,  and  Phanias,  add 
two  more,  the  city  of  Palsescepsis,  to  provide  him  with 
clothes,  and  Percote,  with  bedding  and  furniture  for  his 
house. 

As  he  was  going  down  towards  the  sea-coast  to  take 
measures  against  Greece,  a  Persian  whose  name  was 
Epixyes,  governor  of  the  upper  Phrygia,  laid  wait  to  kill 
him,  having  for  that  purpose  provided  a  long  time  before  a 
number  of  Pisidians,  who  were  to  set  upon  him  when  lie 
Bliould  stop  to  rest  at  a  city  that  is  called  Lion's-head.  But 
Themistocles,  sleeping  in  the  middle  of  the  day,  saw  the 
Mother  of  the  gods  appear  to  him  in  a  dream  and  say  unto 
him,  "  Themistocles,  keep  back  from  the  Lion's-head,  for 
fear  you  fall  into  the  lion's  jaws  ;  for  this  advice  I  expect 
that  your  daughter  JMnesiptolema  should  be  my  servant." 
Themistocles  was  much  astonished,  and  when  he  had  made 
his  vows  to  the  goddess,  left  the  broad  road,  and,  making  a 
circuit,  went  another  way,  changing  his  intended  station  to 
avoid  that  place,  and  at  night  took  up  his  rest  in  the  fields. 
But  one  of  the  sumpter-horses,  which  carried  the  furniture 
for  his  tent,  having  fallen  that  day  into  the  river,  his  serv- 
ants spread  out  the  tapestry,  which  was  wet,  and  hung  it 
up  to  dry  ;  in  the  mean  time  the  Pisidians  made  towards 
them  with  their  swords  drawn,  and,  not  discerning  exactly 
by  the  moon  what  it  was  that  was  stretched  out,  thought 
it  to  be  the  tent  of  Themistocles,  and  that  they  should  find 
him  resting  himself  within  it ;  but  when  they  came  near,  and 
lifted  up  the  hangings,  those  who  watched  there  fell  upon 
them  and  took  them.  Themistocles,  having  escaped  this 
great  danger,  in  admiration  of  the  goodness  of  the  goddess 
that  appeared  to  him,  built,  in  memory  of  it,  a  temple  in 
the  city  of  Magnesia,  which  is  dedicated  to  Dindymene, 
Mother  of  the  gods,  in  which  he  consecrated  and  devoted 
bis  daughter  Mnesiptolema  to  her  service. 

When  he  came  to  Sardis,  he  visited  Ihe  temples  of  the 
16 
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gods,  and  observing,  at  his  leisure,  tlieir  buildings,  oma 
ments,  and  the  number  of  their  offerings,  he  saw  in  thfl 
temple  of  the  Motlier  of  the  gods  the  statue  of  a  virgin  in 
brass,  two  cubits  high,  called  the  water-bringer.  Themis, 
tocles  had  caused  this  to  be  made  and  set  up  when  he  was 
surveyor  of  the  waters  at  Athens,  out  of  the  fines  of  those 
whom  he  detected  in  drawing  off  and  diverting  the  public 
water  by  pipes  for  their  private  use ;  and  whether  he  had 
some  regret  to  see  this  image  in  captivity,  or  was  de- 
sirous  to  let  the  Athenians  see  in  what  great  credit  and 
authority  he  was  with  the  king,  he  entered  into  a  treaty 
with  the  governor  of  Lydia  to  persuade  him  to  send  this 
statue  back  to  Athens,  which  so  enraged  the  Persian 
officer,  that  he  told  him  he  would  write  the  king  word  of  it. 
Themistocles,  being  affrighted  hereat,  got  access  to  his 
wives  and  concubines,  by  presents  of  money  to  whom  lie 
appeased  the  fury  of  the  governor ;  and  afterwards  behaved 
with  more  reserve  and  circumspection,  fearing  the  envy  of 
the  Persians,  and  did  not,  as  Theopompus  writes,  continue 
to  travel  about  Asia,  but  lived  quietly  in  his  own  house  in 
Magnesia,  where  for  a  long  time  he  passed  his  days  in  great 
security,  being  courted  by  all,  and  enjoying  rich  presents, 
and  honored  equally  with  the  greatest  persons  in  the  Persian 
empire ;  the  king,  at  that  time,  not  minding  his  concerns 
with  Greece,  being  taken  up  with  the  affairs  of  inner  Asia. 

But  when  Egypt  revolted,  being  assisted  by  the  Athe- 
nians, and  the  Greek  galleys  roved  about  as  far  as  Cyprus 
and  Cilicia,  and  Cimon  had  made  himself  master  of  the 
seas,  the  king  turned  his  thoughts  thither,  and,  bending 
his  mind  chiefly  to  resist  the  Greeks,  and  to  check  the 
growth  of  their  power  against  him,  began  to  raise  forces, 
and  send  out  commanders,  and  to  despatch  messengers  to 
Themistocles  at  Magnesia,  to  put  him  in  mind  of  his  prom- 
ise, and  to  summon  him  to  act  against  the  Greeks.  Yet 
this  did  not  increase  his  hatred  nor  exasperate  him  against 
the  Athenians,  neither  was  he  in  any  way  elevated  with 
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the  thoughts  of  thj  honor  and  powerful  command  he  was 
to  have  in  this  war ;  but  judging,  perhaps,  that  the  object 
would  not  be  attained,  the  Greeks  having  at  that  time,  be- 
side other  great  commanders,  Cimon,  in  particular,  who 
was  gaining  wonderful  military  successes ;  but  chiefly, 
being  ashamed  to  sully  the  glory  of  his  former  great  ac- 
tions, and  of  his  many  victories  and  trophies,  he  deter- 
mined to  put  a  conclusion  to  his  life,  agreeable  to  its  pre- 
vious course.  He  sacriflced  to  the  gods,  and  invited  his 
friends ;  and,  having  entertained  them  and  shaken  hands 
with  them,  drank  bull's  blood,  as  is  the  usual  story ;  as 
others  state,  a  poison  producing  instant  death  ;  and  ended 
his  days  in  the  city  of  Magnesia,  having  lived  sixty-five 
years,  most  of  which  he  had  spent  in  politics  and  in  wars, 
in  government  and  command.  The  king  being  informed 
of  the  cause  and  manner  of  his  death,  admired  him  more 
than  ever,  and  continued  to  show  kindness  to  his  friends 
and  relations. 

Themistocles  left  three  sons  by  Archippe,  daughter  to  Ly- 
sander  of  Alopece, — Archeptolis,  Poleuctus,  and  Cleophan- 
tus.  Plato,  the  philosopher,  mentions  the  last  as  a  most  ex- 
cellent horseman,  but  otherwise  insignificant  person  ;  of  two 
sons  yet  older  than  these,  Neocles  and  Diodes,  Neocles  died 
when  he  was  young  by  the  bite  of  a  horse,  and  Diodes  was 
adopted  by  his  grandfather,  Lysander.  He  had  many  daugh- 
ters, of  whom  Mnesiptolema,  whom  he  had  by  a  second  mar- 
riage, was  wife  to  Archeptolis,  her  brother  by  another 
mother ;  Italia  was  married  to  Panthoides,  of  the  island  of 
Chios ;  Sybaris  to  Nicomedes  the  Athenian.  After  the  death 
of  Themistocles,  his  nephew,  Phrasicles,  went  to  Magnesia, 
and  married,  with  her  brothers'  consent,  another  daughter, 
Nicomache,  and  took  charge  of  her  sister  Asia,  the  young- 
est of  all  the  children. 

The  Magnesians  possess  a  splendid  sepulchre  of  Themis- 
todes,  placed  in  the  middle  of  their  market-place.  It  is 
not  worth  while  taking  notice  of  what  Andocides  states  in 
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his  address  to  his  Friends  concerning  his  remains,  how  th» 
Athenians  robbed  his  tomb,  and  threw  his  ashes  into  the 
air ;  for  he  feigns  this,  to  exasperate  the  ohgarchical  fao- 
tion  against  the  people ;  and  there  is  no  man  livuig  but 
knows  that  Phylarchus  simply  invents  in  his  history,  where 
he  all  but  uses  an  actual  stage  machine,  and  brings  in  Xeo- 
cles  and  Demopolis  as  the  sons  of  Themistocles,  to  incite 
or  move  compassion,  as  if  he  were  writing  a  tragedy.  Dio- 
dorus  the  cosmographer  says,  in  his  work  on  Toinba,  but 
by  conjecture  rather  than  of  certain  knowledge,  that  near 
to  the  haven  of  Piraeus  where  the  laud  runs-out  like  an 
elbow  from  the  promontory  of  Alcimus,  when  you  have 
doubled  the  cape  and  passed  inward  where  the  sea  is  always 
calm,  there  is  a  large  piece  of  masonry,  and  upon  this  the 
Tomb  of  Themistocles,  in  the  shape  of  an  altar ;  and  Plato 
the  comedian  confirms  this,  he  believes,  in  these  verses,— 

Thy  tomb  is  fairly  placed  upon  the  strand, 
Where  merchants  still  shall  greet  it  with  the  land; 
Stil'  in  and  out  'twill  see  them  come  and  go, 
And  watch  the  galleys  as  they  race  below. 

Various  honors  also  and  privileges  were  granted  to  the 
kindred  of  Themistocles  at  Magnesia,  which  were  observed 
down  to  our  times,  and  were  enjoyed  by  another  Themis- 
tocles of  Athens,  with  whom  I  had  an  intimate  acquaint 
ance  and  friendship  in  the  house  of  Ammonius  the  philos 
opher. 
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CAMILLUS. 

Among  the  many  remarkable  thuigs  that  are  related  of 
Furius  Camillus,  it  seems  sinjjular  and  strange  above  all, 
that  he,  who  continually  was  in  the  highest  commands,  and 
obtained  the  greatest  successes,  was  fiYe__tiiii£a-Xlie»en 
dictator,  tyiumphed  four  times,  and  was  styled  a  second 
f,Tnnf1pr  of  RomR.  vRtTiTverwasscrm^^ 
The  reason  of  which  was  the  state  and  temper  of  the  com- 
monwealth at  that  time;  for  the  people,  being  at  dissension 
with  the  senate,  refused  to  return  consuls,  but  in  their 
stead  elected  other  magistrates,  called  military  tribunes, 
who  acted,  indeed,  with  full  consular  power,  but  were 
thought  to  exercise  a  less  obnoxious  amount  of  authority, 
because  it  was  divided  among  a  larger  number  ;  for  to  have 
the  management  of  affairs  intrusted  in  the  hands  of  six 
persons  rather  than  two,  was  some  satisfaction  to  the  op- 
ponents of  oligarchy.  This  was  the  condition  of  the  times 
when  Camillus  was  in  the  height  of  his  actions  and  glory, 
and,  although  the  government  in  the  mean  time  had  often 
proceeded  to  consular  elections,  yet  he  could  never  gersu|s4& 

In  all  his  other  administrations,  which  were  many  and 
various  he  so  behaved  himself,  that,  when  alone  in  au- 
thority, he  exercised  his  power  as  in  common,  but  the  honor 
of  all  actions  redounded  entirely  to  himself,  even  when  in 
joint  commission  with  others ;  the  reason  of  the  former 
was  his  moderation  in  command ;  of  the  latter,  his  great 
judgment  and  wisdom,  which  gave  him  without  controversy 
tEe  first  place.  ^~~* 

The  house  of  the  Furii  was  nj^t^^^t^at^  th^e^  of  any  con- 
siderable distingyOT  ;  he,  by  his  own  acts,  first  raised  him- 
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self  to  honor,  serving  under  Postumius  Tubertis,  dictator, 
in  the  great  battle  against  the  ^Equians  and  Volscians. 
For  riding  out  from  the  rest  of  the  array,  and  in  the  charge 
receiving  a  wound  in  his  thigh,  he  for  all  that  did  not  quit 
the  fight,  but,  letting  the  dart  drag  in  the  wound,  and  en- 
gaging with  the  bravest  of  the  enemy,  put  them  to  flight; 
for  which  action,  among  other  rewards  bestowed  on  him. 
he  was  created  censor,  an  office  in  those  days  of  great  re- 
putelin3~autnon^y!  During  his  censorship  one  very  good 
act  of  his  is  recorded,  that,  whprpag  t.h.^  wart^  v>Qri  >.^o,i^ 
many  widows,Jie  obliged  such  as  had  no  wives,  some  bv  fair 
persuasron,  others  by  threatening  to  set  fines  on  their  heads. 
tort^rfee  them  "TO-warrragET;  airotlieF hecessai-y  one,  m  caus; 
ing  orphans  to  be  rated,  who  befor'e'were  exempted  from 
taxes,  the  frequent  wars  requiring  more  than  ordinary  ex- 
penses  to  maintain  them.  What,  however,  pressed  them 
most  was  the  siege  of  Xt^ij-  Some  call  this  people  Veien- 
tani.  This  was  the  head  city  of  Tuscany,  not  inferior  to 
Home,  either  in  number  of  arms  or  multitude  of  soldiers,  in- 
somuch that,  presuming  on  her  wealth  and  luxury,  and 
priding  herself  upon  her  refinement  and  sumptuousness, 
she  engaged  in  many  honorable  contests  with  tiie  Romans 
for  glory  and  empire.  But  now  they  had  abandoned  their 
former  ambitious  hopes,  having  been  weakened  by  great 
defeats,  so  that,  having  fortified  themselves  with  high  and 
strong  walls,  and  furnished  the  city  with  all  sorts  of  weap- 
ons offensive  and  defensive,  as  likewise  wi(-h  corn  and  all 
manner  of  provisions,  they  cheerfully  endured  a  siege,  which, 
though  tedious  to  them,  was  no  less  troublesome  and  dis- 
tressing to  the  besiegers.  For  the  Romans,  having  never 
been  accustomed  to  stay  away  from  home  except  in 
summer,  and  for  no  great  length  of  time,  and  constantly 
to  winter  at  home,  were  then  first  compelled  by  the  tiib- 
unes  to  build  forts  in  the  enemy's  country,  and  raishig 
strong  works  about  their  camp,  to  join  winter  and  summer 
together.    And  now,  the  seventh  year  of  the  war  drawing 
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to  an  end,  the  commanders  began  to  be  suspected  as  too 
slow  and  remiss  in  driving  on  the  siege,  insomucli  that  they 
were  discliarged  and  others  chosen  for  the  war,  among  whom 
was  Camillus,  then  second  time  tribune.  But  at  present  he 
had  no  hand  in  the  siege,  the  duties  that  fell  by  lot  to  him 
being  to  make  war  upon  the  Faliscans  and  Capenates, 
who,  taking  advantage  of  the  Romans  being  occupied  on 
all  hands,  had  carried  ravages  into  their  country,  and, 
through  all  the  Tuscan  war,  given  them  much  annoyance, 
but  were  now  reduced  by  Camillus,  and  with  great  loss  shut 
up  within  their  walls. 

And  now,  in  the  very  heat  of  the  war,  a  strange  phe- 
nomenon in  the  Alban  lake,  which,  in  the  absence  of  any 
known  cause  and  explanation  by  natural  reasons,  seemed 
as  great  a  prodigy  as  the  most  incredible  that  are  reported, 
occasioned  great  alarm.  It  was  the  beginning  of  autumn, 
and  the  summer  now  ending  had,  to  all  observation,  been 
neither  rainy  or  much  troubled  with  southern  winds ;  and 
many  of  the  lakes,  brooks,  and  springs  of  all  sorts  with 
which  Italy  abounds,  some  were  wholly  dried  up,  others 
drew  very  little  water  with  them  ;  all  the  rivers,  as  is  usual 
in  summer,  ran  in  a  very  low  and  hollow  channel.  But  the 
Alban  lake,  that  is  fed  by  no  other  waters  but  its  own,  and 
is  on  all  sides  encircled  with  fruitful  mountains,  without 
any  cause,  unless  it  were  divine,  began  visilib^  to^  rise,j^,, 
swgll^  increasing  to  the  feet  of  the*  mountains,  and  by  de- 
grees reaching  the  level  of  the  very  tops  of  them,  and  all 
this  without  any  waves  or  agitation.  At  first  it  was  the 
wonder  of  shepherds  and  herdsmen ;  but  when  the  earth, 
which,  like  a  great  dam,  held  up  the  lake  from  falling  into 
the  lower  grounds,  through  the  quantity  and  weight  of 
water  was  broken  down,  and  in  a  violent  stream  it  ran 
through  the  ploughed  fields  and  plantations  to  discharge 
itself  in  the  sea,  it  not  only  struck  terror  into  the  Romans, 
but  was  thought  by  all  the  inhabitants  of  Italy  to  portend 
some  extraordinary  event.   But  the  greatest  talk  of  it  was 
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in  the  camp  that  besieged  Yeii,  so  that  in  the  town  itself; 
also,  the  occurrence  became  known. 

As  in  long  sieges  it  commonly  happens  that  parties  on 
both  sides  meet  often  and  converse  with  one  another,  so  it 
chanced  that  a  Roman  had  gained  much  confidence  and  fa- 
miliarity with  one  of  the  besieged,  a  man  versed  in  ancient 
prophecies,  and  of  repute  for  more  than  ordinary  skill  in 
divination.  The  Roman,  observing  him  to  be  overjoyed  at 
the  story  of  the  lake,  and  to  mock  at  the  siege,  told  him  that 
this  was  not  the  only  prodigy  that  of  late  had  happened  to 
the  Romans  ;  others  more  wonderful  yet  than  this  had  be- 
fallen them,  which  he  was  willing  to  communicate  to  him, 
that  he  might  the  better  provide  for  his  private  interests  in 
these  public  distempers.  The  man  greedily  embraced  the 
proposal,  expecting  to  hear  some  wonderful  secrets ;  but 
when,  by  little  and  little,  he  had  led  him  on  in  conversation 
and  insensibly  drawn  him  a  good  way  from  the  gates  of  the 
city,  he  snatched  him  up  by  the  middle,  being  stronger  than 
he,  and,  by  the  assistance  of  others  that  came  running  from 
the  camp,  seized  and  delivered  him  to  the  commanders.  The 
man,  reduced  to  this  necessity,  and  sensible  now  that 
destiny  was  not  to  be  avoided,  discovered  to  them  the 
secret  oracles  of  Veil ;  that  it  was  not  possible  the  city 
should  be  taken,  until  the  Alban  lake,  which  now  broke 
forth  and  had  found  out  new  passages,  was  drawn  hack 
from  that  course,  and  so  diverted  that  it  could  not  mingle 
with  the  sea.  The  senate,  having  heard  and  satisfied  them- 
selves about  the  matter,  decreed  to  send  to  Delphi,  to  ask 
counsel  of  the  god.  The  messengers  were  persons  of 
the  highest  repute,  Licinius  Cossus,  Valerius  Potitus,  and 
Fabius  Ambustus  ;  who,  having  made  their  voyage  by  sea 
and  consulted  the  god,  returned  with  other  answers,  par- 
ticularly that  there  had  been  a  neglect  of  some  of  their 
national  rites  relating  to  the  Latin  feasts ;  but  the  Alban 
water  the  oracle  commanded,  if  it  M'ere  possible,  they  should 
keep  from  the  sea,  and  shut  it  up  in  its  ancient  bounds ; 
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but  if  that  was  not  to  be  done,  then  they  should  carry  it  off 
by  ditches  and  trenches  into  the  lower  grounds,  and  so 
dry  it  up ;  which  message  being  delivered,  the  priests  per- 
formed what  related  to  the  sacrifices,  and  the  people  went  to 
work  and  turned  the  water. 

And  now  the  senate,  in  the  tenth  year  of  the  war,  taking 
away  all  other  commands,  created  Camillus  dictator,  who 
chose  Cornelius  Scipio  for  his  general  of  horse.  And  in  the 
first  place  he  made  vows  unto  the  gods,  that,  if  they  would 
grant  a  happy  conclusion  of  the  war,  he  would  celebrate  to 
their  honor  the  great  games,  and  dedicate  a  temple  to  the 
goddess  whom  the  Romans  call  Matuta,  the  Mother,  though, 
from  the  ceremonies  which  are  used,  one  would  think  she 
was  Leucothea.  For  they  take  a  servant-maid  into  the  secret 
part  of  the  temple,  and  there  cuff  her,  and  drive  her  out  again, 
and  they  embrace  their  brothers'  childi-en  in  place  of  their 
own;  and,  in  general,  the  ceremonies  of  the  sacrifice 
remind  one  of  the  nursing  of  Bacchus  by  Ino,  and  the 
calamities  occasioned  by  her  husband's  concubine.  Camillus, 
having  mada  these  vows,  marched  into  the  country  of  the 
Faliscans,  and  in  a  great  battle  overthrew  them  and  the 
Capenates,  their  confederates ;  afterwards  he  turned  to  the 
siege  of  Veii,  and,  finding  that  to  take  it  by  assault  would 
prove  a  difficult  and  hazardous  attempt,  pi'oceeded  to  cut 
mines  underground,  th.e  earth  about  the  city  being  easy  to 
break  up,  and  allowing  such  depth  for  the  works  as  would 
prevent  their  being  discovered  by  the  enemy.  This  design 
going  on  in  a  hopeful  way,  he  openly  gave  assaults  to  the 
enemy,  to  keep  them  to  the  walls,  whilst  they  that  worked 
underground  in  the  mines  were,  without  being  perceived, 
arrived  within  the  citadel,  close  to  the  temple  of  Juno, 
which  was  the  greatest  and  most  honored  in  all  the  city. 
It  is  said  that  the  prince  of  the  Tuscans  was  at  that  very 
time  at  sacrifice,  and  that  the  priest,  after  he  had  looked 
into  the  entrails  of  the  beast,  cried  out  with  a  loud  voice, 
that  the  gods  would  give  the  victory  to  those  that  should 
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complete  those  offerings  ;  and  that  the  Romans  M  ho  were 
in  the  mines,  hearing  the  words,  immediately  pulled  down 
the  floor,  and,  ascending  Avith  noise  and  clashing  of 
wenpons,  frightened  awaj'  the  enemy,  and,  snatching  up  the 
entrails,  carried  them  to  Camillus.  But  this  may  look  like 
a  fable.  The  city,  however,  being  taken  by  storm, 
and  the  soldiers  busied  in  pillaging  and  gathering  an 
infinite  quantity  of  riches  and  spoils,  Camillus,  from  the 
high  tower,  viewing  what  was  done,  at  first  wept  for  pity ; 
and  when  they  that  were  by  congratulated  his  success,  he 
lifted  up  his  hands  to  heaven,  and  broke  out  into  this 
prayer :  "  O  most  mighty  Jupiter,  and  ye  gods  that  are 
judges  of  good  and  evil  actions,  ye  know  that  not  without 
just  cause,  but  constrained  by  necessity,  we  have  been 
forced  to  revenge  ourselves  on  the  city  of  our  unrighteous 
and  wicked  enemies.  But  if,  in  the  vicissitude  of  things, 
there  may  be  any  calamity  due,  to  counterbalance  this  great 
felicity,  I  beg  that  it  may  be  diverted  from  the  city  and 
armj  of  the  Romans,  and  fall,  with  as  little  hurt  as  may 
be,  upon  my  own  head."  Having  said  these  words,  and 
just  turning  about  (as  the  custom  of  the  Romans  is  to  turn 
to  the  right  after  adoration  or  prayer),  he  stumbled  and  fell, 
to  the  astonishment  of  all  that  were  present.  But,  recover- 
ing himself  presently  from  the  fall,  he  told  them  that  he 
had  received  what  he  had  prayed  for,  a  small  mischance,  in 
compensation  for  the  greatest  good  fortune. 

Having  sacked  the  city,  he  resolved,  according  as  he  had 
vowed,  to  carry  Juno's  image  to  Rome ;  and,  the  workmen 
being  ready  for  that  purpose,  he  sacrificed  to  the  goddess, 
and  made  his  supplications  that  she  would  be  pleased  to 
accept  of  their  devotion  toward  her,  and  graciously  vouch- 
safe to  accept  of  a  place  among  the  gods  that  presided  at 
Rome ;  and  the  statue,  they  say,  answered  in  a  low  voice 
that  she  was  ready  and  willing  to  go.  Livy  writes,  that, 
in  praying,  Camillus  touched  the  goddess,  and  invited  her, 
and  that  some  of  the  standers-by  cried  out  that  she  was 
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\rilling  and  would  come.  Tliey  who  stand  up  for  the  mir- 
acle  and  endeavor  to  maintain  it  have  one  great  advocate 
on  their  side  in  the  wonderful  fortune  of  the  city,  which, 
from  a  small  and  contemptible  beginning,  could  never  have 
attained  to  that  greatness  and  power  without  many  signal 
manifestations  of  the  divine  presence  and  co-operation. 
Other  wonders  of  the  like  nature,  drops  of  sweat  seen  to 
stand  on  statues,  groans  heard  from  them,  the  figures  seen 
to  turn  round  and  to  close  their  eyes,  are  recorded  by  many 
ancient  historians ;  and  we  ourselves  could  relate  divers 
wonderful  things,  which  we  have  been  told  by  men  of  our 
own  time,  that  are  not  lightly  to  be  rejected;  but  to  give 
too  easy  credit  to  such  things,  or  wholly  to  disbelieve  them, 
is  equally  dangerous,  so  incapable  is  human  infirmity  of 
keeping  any  bounds,  or  exercising  command  over  itself, 
running  off  sometimes  to  superstition  and  dotage,  at  other 
times  to  the  contempt  and  neglect  of  all  that  is  supernatural. 
But  moderation  is  best,  and  to  avoid  all  extremes. 

Camillus,  however,  whether  puffed  up  with  the  greatness 
of  his  achievement  in  conquering  a  city  that  was  the  rival 
of  Rome,  and  had  held  out  a  ten  years'  siege,  or  exalted 
with  the  felicitations  of  those  that  were  about  him,  assumed 
to  himself  more  than  became  a  civil  and  legal  magistrate  . 
among  other  things,  in  the  pride  and  haughtiness  of  his 
triumph,  driving  through  Rome  in  a  chariot  drawn  with 
four  white  horses,  which  no  general  either  before  or  since 
ever  did ;  for  the  Romans  consider  such  a  mode  of  convey- 
ance to  be  sacred,  and  specially  set  apart  to  the  king  and 
father  of  the  gods.  This  alienated  the  hearts  of  his  fellow- 
citizens,  who  were  not  accustomed  to  such  pomp  and  dis- 
play. 

The  second  pique  they  had  against  him  was  his  opposing 
the  law  by  which  the  city  was  to  be  divided;  for  the 
tribunes  of  the  people  brought  forward  a  motion  that  the 
people  and  senate  should  be  divided  into  two  parts,  one  of 
which  should  remain  at  home,  the  other,  as  the  lot  should 
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decide,  leniove  to  the  new-taken  city.  By  which  means 
they  should  not  only  have  much  more  room,  but,  by  tlie 
advantage  of  two  great  and  magnificent  cities,  be  better 
able  to  maintain  their  territories  and  their  fortunes  in  gen- 
eral. The  people,  therefore,  who  were  numerous  and 
indigent,  greedily  embraced  it,  and  crowded  continually  to 
the  forum,  witli  tumultuous  demands  to  liave  it  put  to  the 
vote.  But  the  senate  and  the  noblest  citizens,  judging  tlie 
proceedings  of  the  tribunes  to  tend  rather  to  a  destruction 
than  a  division  of  Rome,  greatly  averse  to  it,  went  to  Ca- 
millus  for  assistance,  who,  fearing  the  result  if  it  came  to  a 
direct  contest,  contrived  to  occupy  the  people  with  other 
business,  and  so  staved  it  off.  He  thus  became  unpopular. 
But  the  greatest  and  most  apparent  cause  of  their  dislike 
against  him  arose  from  the  tenths  of  the  spoil ;  the  mul- 
titude having  here,  if  not  a  just,  yet  a  plausible  case  against 
him.  For  it  seems,  as  he  went  to  the  siege  of  Veil,  he  had 
vowed  to  Apollo  that  if  he  took  the  city  he  would 
dedicate  to  him  the  tenth  of  the  spoil.  The  city  being 
taken  and  sacked,  whether  he  was  loath  to  trouble  the 
soldiers  at  that  time,  or  that  through  the  multitude  of 
business  he  had  forgotten  his  vow,  he  suffered  them  to 
enjoy  that  part  of  the  spoils  also.  Some  time  afterwards, 
when  his  authority  was  laid  down,  he  brought  the  matter 
before  the  senate,  and  the  priests,  at  the  same  time,  re- 
ported, out  of  the  sacrifices,  that  there  were  intimations  of 
divine  anger,  requiring  propitations  and  offerings.  The 
senate  decreed  the  obligation  to  be  in  force. 

But  seeing  it  was  difficult  for  every  one  to  produce  the 
very  same  things  they  had  -tiikeii,  io„bej|ivided  anew^  tBe^ 
ordained  that  every  one,,upaa  .cath.,slKWlIi2!JSJJff^ 
public^ the  tenth  part  of  his  gains.  This  opcasione3ri5?i!iy 
annoyances  and  hardships  to  the  soldiers,  who  were  poor 
men,  and  had  endured  much  in  the  war,  and  now  were 
forced,  out  of  what  they  had  gained  and  spent,  to  bring  in 
60  great  a  proportion.    Camillus,  being  assaulted  by  their 
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clamor  and  tumults,  for  want  of  a  better  excuse,  betook 
himself  to  the  poorest  of  defences,  _c(2ii£ea&ittg--b©--baid:"'for- 
gftttan  ■  his  ,jLCttv ;  they  in  turn  complained  that  he  had 
vowed  the  tenth  of  the  enemy's  goods,  and  now  levied  it 
out  of  the  tenth  of  the  citizens'  Xevertheless,  every  one 
having  brought  in  his  due  proportion,  it  was  decreed  that 
out  of  it  a  bowl  of  massy  gold  should  be  made,  and  sent  to 
Delphi.  And  when  there  was  great  scarcity  of  gold  in  the 
city,  and  the  magistrates  were  considering  where  to  get  it, 
the  Roman  ladies,  meeting  together  and  consulting  among 
themselves,  out  of  the  golden  ornaments  they  wore  con- 
tributed as  much  as  went  to  the  making  the  offering,  which 
in  weight  came  to  eight  talents  of  gold.  The  senate,  to 
give  them  the  honor  they  had  deserved,  ordained  that 
funeral  orations  should  be  used  at  the  obsequies  of  women 
as  well  as  men,  it  having  never  before  been  a  custom  that 
any  woman  after  death  should  receive  any  public  eulogy. 
Choosing  out,  therefore,  three  of  the  noblest  citizens  as  a 
deputation,  they  sent  them  in  a  vessel  of  war,  well  manned 
and  sumptuously  adorned.  Storm  and  calm  at  sea  may 
both,  they  say,  alike  be  dangerous ;  as  they  at  this  time 
experienced,  being  brought  almost  to  the  very  brink  of 
destruction,  and,  beyond  all  expectation,  escaping.  For 
near  the  isles  of  ^olus  the  wind  slacking,  galleys  of  the 
Lipareans  came  upon  them,  taking  them  for  pirates  ;  and, 
when  they  held  up  their  hands  as  suppliants,  forbore 
indeed  from  violence,  but  took  their  ship  in  tow,  and 
carried  her  into  the  harbor,  where  they  exposed  to  sale 
their  goods  and  persons  as  lawful  prize,  they  being  pirates ; 
and  scarcely,  at  last,  by  the  virtue  and  interest  of  one  man, 
Timasitheus  by  name,  who  was  in  oflBce  as  general,  and 
used  his  utmost  persuasion,  they  were,  with  much  ado,  dis- 
missed. He,  however,  himself  sent  out  some  of  his  own 
vessels  with  them,  to  accompany  them  in  their  voyage  and 
assist  them  at  the  dedication ;  for  which  he  received  honors 
at  Rome,  as  he  had  deserved. 
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And  now  the  tribunes  of  the  peopk'  agahi  resuming  their 
motion  for  the  division  of  the  city,  the  war  ap^ain^st  ^[ip. 
Faliscans  luckily  broke  out,  giving  liberty  to  the  chief 
citizens  to  choose  what  magistrates  they  pleased,  and  to 
appoint  Camillas. -iniJitar-y-4fibune,  with  five  colleagues, 
affairs  then  requiring  a  commander  of  authority  and  repu- 
tation, as  well  as  experience.  And  when  the  people  had 
ratified  the  election,  he  marched  with  his  forces  into  the 
territories  of  the  Faliscans,  and  laid  siege  to  Falerii,  a  well- 
fortified  city,  and  plentifully  stored  with  all  necessaries  of 
war.  And  although  he  perceived  it  would  be  no  small 
work  to  take  it,  and  no  little  time  would  be  required  for  it, 
yet  he  was  willing  to  exercise  the  citizens  and  keep  them 
abroad,  that  they  might  have  no  leisure,  idling  at  home,  to 
follow  the  tribunes  in  factions  and  seditions  ;  a  very  com- 
mon remedy,  indeed,  with  the  Romans,  who  thus  carried  off, 
like  good  physicians,  the  ill  humors  of  their  commonwealth. 
The  Falerians,  trusting  in  the  strength  of  their  city,  which 
was  well  fortified  on  all  sides,  made  so  little  account  of  the 
siege,  that  all,  Avith  the  exception  of  those  that  guarded  the 
walls,  as  in  times  of  peace,  walked  about  the  streets  in  their 
common  dress ;  the  boys  went  to  school,  and  were  led  by 
their  master  to  play  and  exercise  about  the  town  walls ;  for 
the  Falerians,  like  the  Greeks,  used  to  have  a  single  teacher 
for  many  pupils,  wishing  their  children  to  live  and  be 
brought  up  from  the  beginning  in  edch  other's  company. 

This  schoolmaster,  designing  to  betray  the  Falerians  by 
their  children,  led  them  out  every  day  under  the  town  wall, 
at  first  but  a  little  way,  and,  when  they  had  exercised, 
brought  them  home  again.  Afterwards  by  degrees  he  drew 
them  farther  and  farther,  till  by  practice  he  had  made  them 
bold  and  fearless,  as  if  no  danger  was  about  them ;  and  at 
last,  having  got  them  all  together,  he  brought  them  to  the 
outposts  of  the  Romans,  and  delivered  them  up,  demanding 
to  be  led  to  Camillus.  Wliere  being  come,  and  standing  in 
the  middle,  he  said  that  he  was  the  master  and  teacher  of 
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these  children,  but  preferring  his  favor  before  all  other 
obligations,  he  was  come  to  deliver  up  his  charge  to  him, 
and,  in  that,  the  whole  city.  When  Camillus  had  heard 
hira  out,  he  was  astounded  at  the  treachery  of  the  act,  and, 
turning  to  the  standers-by,  observed  that  "  war,  indeed,  is  of 
necessity  attended  with  much  injustice  and  violence  !  Cer- 
tain laws,  however,  all  good  men  observe  even  in  war  itself, 
nor  is  victory  so  great  an  object  as  to  induce  us  to  incur 
for  its  sake  obligations  for  base  and  impious  acts.  A  great 
general  should  rely  on  his  own  virtue,  and  not  on  other 
men's  vices."  Which  said,  he  commanded  the  oflBcers  to 
tear  off  the  man's  clothes,  and  bind  his  hands  behind  him, 
and  give  the  boys  rods  and  scourges,  to  punish  the  traitor 
and  drive  him  back  to  the  city.  By  this  time  the  Falerians 
had  discovered  the  treachery  of  the  schoolmaster,  and  the 
city,  as  was  likely,  was  full  of  lamentations  and  cries  for 
their  calamity,  men  and  women  of  worth  running  in  dis- 
traction about  the  walls  and  gates ;  when,  behold,  the  boys 
came  whipping  their  master  on  naked  and  bound,  calling 
Camillus  their  preserver  and  god  and  father.  Insomuch 
that  it  struck  not  only  into  the  parents,  but  the  rest  of  the 
citizens  that  saw  what  was  done,  such  admiration  and  love 
of  Camillus's  justice,  that,  immediately  meeting  in  assembly, 
they  sent  ambassadors  to  him,  to  resign  whatever  they  had 
to  his  disposal.  Camillus  sent  them  to  Rome,  where,  being 
brought  into  the  senate,  they  spoke  to  this  purposej^that 
the  JRgjna ns,.  {)ref<i>rvinffi~ ja&tiee-4»fai:e^yiatca'y,  J^.ad.taHg.ht 
them^mthj£joj^to>&a^  ;  they  did 

not  so  much  confess  themselves  to  be  inferior  in  strength, 
as  they  must  acknowledge  them  to  be  superior  in  virtue. 
The  senate  remitted  the  5KhQie,inaiter,to.Camillus,.tfi  judge 
and  order  as  he  thought  Jit ;  who,  taking  a  sum  of  money 
of  the  ralei  i  anSji  a.n4>,Ujavl^^  a.  peace  ,  with  the  whole  nation 
of  the  Falisgaps,  JEg^rnedJipm^^ 

"  Bu1;  the  soldiers,  who  had  expected  to  have  the  pillage  of 
the  ctty",'when  theyjjame  to  Rome  empty-handed,  railed 
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against  Camillus  among  tlieirjelIo\v-citizens,  as  a  hater  ol 
the  people,  and  one  that  jrudged  all  advantage  to  thepoor. 
Afterwards,  when  the  tribunes  of  the  people  again^Brought 
their  motion  for  dividing  the  city  to  the  vote,  Camillus  ap- 
peared  openly  against  it,  shrinking  from  no  unpopularity, 
and  inveighing  boldly  against  the  promoters  of  it,  and  so 
urging  and  constraining  the  multitude,  that,  contrary  to 
their  inclinations,  they  rejected  the  proposal,  but  yet  hated 
Camillus.  Insomuch  that  though  a  great  misfortune  befell 
him  in  his  family  (one  of  his  two  sons  dying  of  a  disease), 
commiseration  for  this  could  not  in  the  least  make  them 
abate  of  their  malice.  And,  indeed,  he  took  this  loss  with 
immoderate  sorrow,  being  a  man  naturally  of  a  mild  and 
tender  disposition,  and,  when  the  accusation  was  preferred 
against  him,  kept  his  house,  and  mourned  amongst  the 
women  of  his  family. 

His  accuser  was  Lucius  Apuleius ;  the  charge,  appropria- 
tion of  the  Tuscan  spoils ;  certain  brass  gates,  part  of  those 
spoils,  were  said  to  be  in  his  possession.  The  people  were 
exasperated  against  him,  and  it  was  plain  they  would  take 
hold  of  any  occasion  to  condemn  him.  Gathering,  there- 
fore, together  his  friends  and  fellow-soldiers,  and  such  as 
had  borne  command  with  him,  a  considerable  number  in 
all,  he  besought  them  that  they  would  not  suffer  him  to  be 
unjustly  overborne  by  shameful  accusations,  and  left  the 
mock  and  scoi'n  of  his  enemies.  His  friends,  having  ad- 
vised  and  consulted  among  themselves,  made  answer,  that, 
as  to  the  sentence,  they  did  not  see  how  they  could  help 
him,  but  that  they  would  contribute  to  whatsoever  fine 
should  be  set  upon  him.  Not  able  to  endure  so  great  an 
indignity,  he  resolved,  in  his  anger,  to  leave  the  city  and 
^  into  gjilp ;  and  so,  having  taken  leave  of  his  wife  and 
his  son,  he  went  silently  to  the  gate  of  the  city,  and,  there 
stopping  and  turning  round,  stretched  out  his  hands  to  the 
Capitol,  and  prayed  to  the  gods,  that  if,  ^^  ithout  any  fault 
of  his  own,  but  merely  through  the  malice  and  violence  ol 
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the  people,  he  was  driven  out  into  banishment,  the  Romans 
might  quickly  repent  of  it;  and  that  all  mankind  might 
witness  their  need  for  the  assistance,  and  desire  for  the 
return  of  Camillus. 

Thus,  like  Achilles,  having  left  his  imprecations  on  the 
citizens,  he  went  into  banishment ;  so  that,  neither  appear- 
ing nor  making  defence,  he  was  condemned  in  the  sum  of 
fifteen  thousand  asses,  which,  reduced  to  silver,  makes  one 
thousand  five  hundred  drachmas ;  for  the  as  was  the 
money  of  the  time,  ten  of  such  copper  pieces  making  the 
denarius,  or  piece  of  ten.  And  there  is  not  a  Roman  but 
believes  that  immediately  upon  the  prayers  of  Camillus,  a 
sudden  judgment  followed,  and  that  he  received  a  revenge 
for  the  injustice  done  unto  him  ;  which  though  we  cannot 
think  was  pleasant,  but  rather  grievous  and  bitter  to  him, 
yet  was  very  remarkable,  and  noised  over  the  whole  world; 
such  a  punishment  visited  the  city  of  Rome,  an  era  of  such 
loss  and  danger  and  disgrace  so  quickly  succeeded ;  whether 
it  thus  fell  out  by  fortune,  or  it  be  the  office  of  some  god 
not  to  see  injured  virtue  go  unavenged. 

The  first  token  that  seemed  to  threaten  some  mischief 
to  ensue  was  the  death  of  the  censor  Julius  ;  for  the 
Romans  have  a  religious  reverence  for  the  office  of  a  cen- 
sor,  and  esteem  it  sacred.  The  second  was,  that,  just  be- 
fore Camillus  went  into  exile,  Marcus  Csedicius,  a  person 
of  no  great  distinction,  nor  of  the  rank  of  senator,  but 
esteemed  a  good  and  respectable  man,  reported  to  the 
military  tribunes  a  thing  worthy  their  consideration :  that, 
going  along  the  night  before  in  the  street  called  the  Kew 
Way,  and  being  called  by  somebody  in  a  loud  voice,  he 
turned  about,  but  could  see  no  one,  but  heard  a  voice 
greater  than  human,  which  said  these  words,  "  Go,  Marcus 
Csedicius,  and  early  in  the  morning  tell  the  military  trib- 
unes that  they  are  shortly  to  expect  the  Gauls."  But  the 
tribunes  made  a  mock  and  sport  with  the  stoiy,  and  a  little 
after  came  Camillus's  banishment. 
17 
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The  Gauls  are  of  the  Celtic  race,  and  are  reported  to 
have  been  compelled  by  their  numbers  to  leave  their  coun. 
try,  which  was  insufficient  to  sustain  them  all,  and  to  have 
gone  in  search  of  other  homes.  And  being,  many  thousands 
of  them,  young  men  and  able  to  bear  arms,  and  carrying 
with  them  a  still  greater  number  of  women  and  young 
children,  some  of  them,  passing  the  Riphsean  mountains, 
fell  upon  the  Northern  Ocean,  and  possessed  themselves  of 
the  farthest  parts  of  Europe ;  others,  seating  themselves 
between  the  Pyrenean  mountains  and  the  Alps,  lived  there 
a  considerable  time,  near  to  the  Senones  and  Celtorii ;  but, 
afterwards  tasting  wine  which  was  then  first  brouglit 
them  out  of  Italy,  they  were  all  so  much  taken  with  the 
liquor,  and  transported  with  the  hitherto  unknown  delight, 
that,  snatching  up  their  arms  and  taking  their  families  along 
with  them,  they  marched  directly  to  the  Alps,  to  find  out 
the  country  which  yielded  such  fruit,  pronouncing  all  others 
barren  and  useless.  He  that  first  brought  wine  among 
them  and  was  the  chief  instigator  of  their  coming  into 
Italy  is  said  to  have  been  one  Aruns,  a  Tuscan,  a  man  of 
noble  extraction,  and  not  of  bad  natural  character,  but  in- 
volved in  the  following  misfortune.  He  was  guardian  to 
an  orphan,  one  of  the  richest  of  the  country,  and  much  ad- 
mired for  his  beauty,  whose  name  was  Lucumo.  From  his 
childhood  he  had  been  bred  up  with  Aruns  in  his  family, 
and  when  now  grown  up  did  not  leave  his  house,  profess- 
ing to  wish  for  the  enjoyment  of  his  society.  And  thus 
for  a  great  while  he  secretly  enjoyed  Aruns's  wife,  corrupt- 
ing her,  and  himself  corrupted  by  her.  But  when  they 
were  both  so  far  gone  in  their  passion  that  they  could 
neither  refrain  their  lust  nor  conceal  it,  the  young  man 
seized  the  woman  and  openly  sought  to  carry  her  away. 
The  husband,  going  to  law,  and  finding  himself  overpowered 
by  the  interest  and  money  of  his  opponent,  left  his  country 
Hnd,  hearing  of  the  state  of  tlie  Gauls,  went  to  them,  and 
was  the  conductor  of  tlieir  expedition  into  Italy. 
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At  their  first  coming  they  at  once  possessed  themselves 
of  all  that  country  which  anciently  the  Tuscans  inhabited, 
reaching  from  the  Alps  to  both  the  seas,  as  the  names  them- 
selves testify ;  for  the  North  or  Adriatic  Sea  is  named 
from  the  Tuscan  city  Adria,  and  that  to  the  south  the 
Tuscan  Sea  simply.  The  whole  country  is  rich  in  fruit- 
trees,  has  excellent  pasture,  and  is  well  watered  with  rivers. 
It  had  eighteen  large  and  beautiful  cities,  well  provided 
with  all  the  means  for  industry  and  wealth,  and  all  the 
enjoyments  and  pleasures  of  life.  The  Gau]^  past  fMit  'rh^ 
Tuscans,  and  seated  themselves  in  them.  But  this  was 
long  before.   

The,.^aa1f^  all  this  time  wer.a.,.,hpsif^g;i]ig,.Ckiauin,;u.aJ.^ 
can  city.  The  Clusiijiajis^  succor, 
desiring  them  to  interpose  with  the  barbarianTTyTeEters 
and  ambassadors.  There  were  sent  three  of  the  family  of 
the  Fabii,  persons  of  high  rank  and  distinction  in  the  city. 
The  Gauls  received  them  courteously,  from  respect  to  the 
name  of  Rome,  and,  giving  over  the  assault  which  was  then 
making  upon  the  walls,  came  to  conference  with  them  ; 
when  the  ambassadors  asking  what  injury  they  had  received 
of  the  Clusinians  that  they  thus  invaded  their  city,  Brennus, 
king  of  the  Gauls,  laughed  and  made  answer  :  "  The  Clu- 
sinians do  us  injury,  in  that,  being  able  only  to  till  a  small 
parcel  of  ground,  they  must  needs  possess  a  great  territory, 
and  will  not  yield  any  part  to  us  who  are  strangers,  many 
in  number,  and  poor.  In  the  same  nature,  O  Romans,  for- 
merly the  Albans,  Fidenates,  and  Ardeates,  and  now  lately 
the  Veientines  and  Capenates,  and  many  of  the  Faliscans 
and  Yolscians,  did  you  injury  ;  upon  whom  ye  make  war  if 
they  do  not  yield  you  part  of  what  they  possess,  make 
slaves  of  them,  waste  and  spoil  their  country,  and  ruin 
their  cities  ;  neither  in  so  doing  are  cruel  or  unjust,  but  fol- 
low that  most  ancient  of  all  laws,  which  gives  the  posses- 
sions of  the  feeble  to  the  strong ;  which  begins  with  God 
and  ends  in  the  beasts ;  since  all  these,  by  nature,  seek  the 
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stronger  to  have  advantage  oxer  the  weaker.  Cease,  thera 
fore,  to  pity  the  Chisinians  whom  we  besiege,  lest  ye  teacli 
the  Gauls  to  be  kind  and  compassionate  to  those  that  are 
oppressed  by  you."  By  this  answer  the  Romans,  perceiv- 
ing  that  Brennus  was  not  to  be  treated  with,  went  into 
Clusium,  and  encouraged  and  stirred  up  the  inhabitants  to 
make  a  sally  with  them  upon  the  barbarians,  which  they 
did  either  to  try  their  strength  or  to  show  their  own.  The 
sally  being  made,  and  the  fight  growing  hot  about  the 
walls,  one  of  the  Fabii,  Quintus  Ambustus,  being  well 
mounted,  and  s  etting  spurs  to  his  horse,  made  full  against 
a  Gaul,  a  man  of  huge  bulk  and  stature,  whom  he  saw  rid- 
ing out  at  a  distance  from  the  rest.  At  the  first  he  was 
not  recognized,  through  the  quickness  of  the  conflict  and 
the  glittering  of  his  armor,  that  precluded  any  view  of 
him ;  but  when  he  had  overthrown  the  Gaul,  and  was  go- 
ing to  gather  the  spoils,  Brennus  knew  him  ;  and,  invoking 
the  gods  to  be  witnesses,  that,  contrary  to  the  known  and 
common  law  of  nations,  which  is  holily  observed  by  all  man- 
kind, he  who  had  come  as  an  ambassador  had  now  engaged 
in  hostility  against  him,  he  drew  olf  his  men,  and  bidding 
Clusium  farewell,  led  his  army  directly  to  Rome.  But  not 
wishing  that  it  should  look  as  if  they  took  advantage  of 
that  injury,  and  were  ready  to  embrace  any  occasion  of 
quarrel,  he  sent  a  herald  to  demand  the  man  in  punish- 
ment, and  in  the  mean  time  marched  leisurely  on. 

The  senate  being  met  at  Rome,  among  many  others  that 
spoke  against  the  Fabii,  the  priests  called  fecials  were  the 
most  decided,  who,  on  tlie  reirgious'ground,  urged  the  sea- 
ate  that  they  should  lay  the  whole^^uilt  and  penalty  of  the 
fa'ct-upoTT  hini  that  committed  it,  and  so  exonei-afe  therest. 
These  fecials  Numa  Pompilius,  the  mildest  and  justesTof 
kings,  constituted  guardians  of  peace,  and  the  judges  and 
determiners  of  all  causes  by  which  war  may  justifiably  he 
made.  The  senate  referring  the  whole  matter  to  the  people, 
and  the  priests  there,  as  well  as  in  the  senate,  pleadhig 
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against  Fabuis,  the  multitude,  hawaKer^^OL-Jittle- regarded 
t^£iLHl&i?Xity Jitiit  iu.  scom-aB4-^Qenfeempfe'ei4t-%hey  eliose 
Fabius  and^^Wie  jrest  of  liis  broth_ers  military  tribungs. 
The  Gauls,  on  hearing  this,  in  great  rage  threw  aside  every 
delay,  and  hastened  on  with  all  the  speed  they  could  make. 
The'places  through  which  they  marched,  terrified  with  their 
numbers  and  the  splendor  of  their  preparations  for  war, 
and  in  alarm  at  their  violence  and  fierceness,  began  to  give 
up  their  territories  as  already  lost,  with  little  doubt  but 
their  cities  would  quickly  follow ;  contrary,  however,  to 
expectation,  they  did  no  injury  as  they  passed,  nor  took 
anything  from  the  fields  ;  and,  as  they  went  by  any  city, 
cried  out  that  they  were  going  to  Rome  ;  that  the  Romans 
only  were  their  enemies,  and  that  the}'  took  all  others  for 
their  friends. 

Whilst  the  barbariansj^re,  thus  ,ha,ftte.nijlg.."\vit]AjkU  speed, 
the  military  tribunes  brought  the  Romans  into  the  field  to 
_be  ready  to  ep^a^e  them,  being  mt.jaiffixiQluta.ilie-Ga,uls  in 
number  (for  they  were  no  less  than  forty  thousand  foot), 
buTmost  of  them  raw  soldiers,  and  such  as  had  never  han- 
dled a  weapon  before.  Besides,  they  had  wholly  neglected 
all  religious  usages,  had  not  obtained  favorable  sacrifices, 
nor  made  inquiries  of  the  prophets,  natural  in  danger  and 
before  battle.  Xo  less  did  the  multitude  of  commanders 
distract  and  confound  their  proceedings  ;  frequently  before, 
upon  less  occasions,  they  had  chosen  a  single  leader,  with 
the  title  of  dictatoi-,  being  sensible  of  what  great  impor- 
tance it  is  in  critical  times  to  have  the  soldiers  united  under 
one  general  with  the  entire  and  absolute  control  placed  in  his 
hands.  Add  to  all,  the  remembrance  of  Camillus's  treat- 
ment, which  made  it  now  seem  a  dangerous  thing  for 
officers  to  command  without  humoring  their  soldiers.  In 
this  condition  they  left  the  city,  and  encamped  by  the  river 
Allia,  about  ten  miles  from  Rome ;  and  not  far  from  the 
place  where  it  falls  into  the  Tiber ;  and  here  the  Gauls  came 
Upon  them,  and,  after  a  disgraceful  resistance,  devoid  of 
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order  and  discipline,  they  were  miserably  defeated.  The 
left  wing  was  immediately  driven  into  the  river,  and  there 
destroyed;  the  right  had  less  damage  by  declining  tlie 
shock,  and  from  the  low  grounds  getting  to  the  tops  of  the 
hills,  from  whence  most  of  them  afterwards  dropped  into 
the  city ;  the  rest,  as  many  as  escaped,  the  enemy  being 
weary  of  the  slaughter,  stole  by  night  to  Veii,  giving  up 
Rome  and  all  that  was  in  it  for  lost. 

This  battle  was  fought  about  the  summer  solstice,  the 
moon  being  at  full,  the  very  same  day  in  which  the  sad 
disaster  of  the  Fabii  had  happened,  when  three  hundred  of 
that  name  were  at  one  time  cut  off  by  the  Tuscans.  But 
from  this  second  loss  and  defeat  the  day  got  the  name  of 
Alliensis  from  the  river  Allia,  and  still  retains  it.  The 
question  of  unlucky  days,  whether  we  should  consider  any 
to  be  so,  and  whether  Heraclitus  did  well  in  upbraiding 
Hesiod  for  distinguishing  them  into  fortunate  and  unfort- 
unate, as  ignorant  that  the  nature  of  every  day  is  the 
same,  I  have  examined  in  another  place ;  but  upon  occasion 
of  the  present  subject,  I  think  it  will  not  be  amiss  to  annex 
a  few  examples  relating  to  this  matter.  On  the  fifth  of 
their  month  Hippodromins,  which  corresponds  to  the 
Athenian  Hecatombseon,  the  Boeotians  gained  two  signal 
victories,  the  one  at  Leuctra,  the  other  at  Ceressus,  about 
three  hundred  years  before,  when  they  overcame  Lat- 
tamyas  and  the  Thessalians,  both  which  asserted  the  liberty 
of  Greece.  Again,  on  the  sixth  of  Boedromion,  the  Per- 
sians were  worsted  by  the  Greeks  at  Marathon  ;  on  the  third, 
at  Platsea,  as  also  at  Mycale  ;  on  the  twenty-fifth,  at  Arbela. 
The  Athenians,  about  the  full  moon  in  Boedromion,  gained 
their  sea- victory  at  Naxos  under  the  conduct  of  Chabrias; 
on  the  twentieth,  at  Salamis,  as  we  have  shown  in  our 
treatise  on  Days.  Thargelion  was  a  very  unfortunate 
month  to  the  barbarians,  for  in  it  Alexander  overcame  Da- 
rius's  generals  on  the  Granicus ;  and  the  Carthaginians,  on 
the  twenty-fourth,  were  beaten  by  Timoleon  in  Sicily,  oa 
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which  same  day  and  month  Troy  seems  to  have  been  taken, 
as  Ephorus,  Callisthenes,  Damastes,  and  Phylarchus  state. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  month  Metagitnion,  which  in  Boeotia 
is  called  Panemus,  was  not  very  lucky  to  the  Greeks ;  for 
on  its  seventh  day  they  were  defeated  by  Antipater,  at  the 
battle  in  Cranon,  and  utterly  ruined  ;  and  before,  at  Chse- 
ronea,  were  defeated  by  Philip ;  and  on  the  very  same  day, 
same  month,  and  same  year,  those  that  went  with  Archida- 
raus  into  Italy  were  there  cut  off  by  the  barbarians.  The  Car- 
thaginians also  observe  the  twenty-first  of  the  same  month, 
as  bringing  with  it  the  largest  number  and  the  severest  of 
their  losses.  I  am  not  ignorant  that,  about  the  Feast  of 
Mysteries,  Thebes  was  destroyed  the  second  time  by  Alex- 
ander ;  and  after  that,  upon  the  very  twentieth  of  Boedro- 
mion,  on  which  day  they  lead  forth  the  mystic  lacchus,  the 
Athenians  received  a  garrison  of  the  Macedonians.  On  the 
selfsame  day  the  Romans  lost  their  army  under  Csepio  by 
the  Cimbrians,  and  in  a  subsequent  year,  under  the  con- 
duct of  LucuUus,  overcame  the  Armenians  and  Tigranes. 
King  Attains  and  Pompey  died  both  on  their  birthdays. 
One  could  reckon  up  several  that  have  had  variety  of  fort- 
une on  the  same  day.  This  day,  meantime,  is  one  of  the 
unfortunate  ones  to  the  Romans,  and  for  its  sake  two 
others  in  every  month  ;  fear  and  superstition,  as  the  custom 
of  it  is,  more  an^'  inore  prevailing.  But  I  have  discussed 
this  more  accurately  in  my  Roman  Questions. 

And  now,  after  tjh^  hHillft,  hnd   t.hp.  fiaxila, Jn^madjai^aly . 

pursued  those  that  fledi  there  had  been  no  remedy  but  Rome 
mu^t  liave  wholly  j^eeji  ruined, aaid  those, who  remained  in  it 
utterl£_^destroyed ;  such  was  the  terror  tliat  those  who  es- 
caped the  battle  brought  with  them  into  the  city,  and  with 
such  distraction  and  confusion  were  themselves  in  turn  in- 
fected. But  the  Gauls,  not  imagining  their  victory  to  be  so 
considerable,  and  overtaken  with  the  present  joy,  fell  to 
feasting  and  dividing  the  spoil,  by  which  means  they  gave 
leisure  to  those  who  were  for  leaving  the  city  to  make  their 
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escape,  and  to  those  that  remained,  to  anticipate  and  pre. 
pare  for  their  coming.  For  tliey  ^^  ho  resolved  to  stay  at 
Rome,  abandoning  the  rest  of  the  city,  betook  themselves 
to  the  Capitol,  which  they  fortified  with  the  help  of  missiles 
and  new  works.  One  of  their  principal  cares  was  of  their 
holy  things,  most  of  which  they  conveyed  into  the  Capitol. 
But  the  consecrated  fire  the  vestal  virgins  took,  and  fled 
with  it,  as  likewise  their  other  sacred  things.  Some  Avrite 
that  they  have  nothing  in  their  charge  but  the  ever-living 
fire  which  Numa  had  ordained  to  be  worshipped  as  the 
principle  of  all  things ;  for  fire  is  the  most  active  thing  in 
nature,  and  all  production  is  either  motion,  or  attended 
with  motion  ;  all  the  other  parts  of  matter,  so  long  as  they 
are  without  warmth,  lie  sluggish  and  dead,  and  require  the 
accession  of  a  sort  of  soul  or  vitality  in  the  principle  of 
heat ;  and  upon  that  accession,  in  whatever  way,  immedi- 
ately receive  a  capacity  either  of  acting  or  being  acted 
upon.  And  thus  Numa,  a  man  curious  in  such  things,  and 
whose  wisdom  made  it  thought  that  he  conversed  with  the 
Muses,  consecrated  fire,  and  ordained  it  to  be  kept  ever 
burning,  as  an  image  of  that  eternal  power  which  orders  and 
actuates  all  things.  Others  say  that  this  fire  was  kept  burn- 
ing in  front  of  the  holy  things,  as  in  Greece,  for  purification, 
and  that  there  were  other  things  hid  in  the  most  secret  part 
of  the  temple,  which  were  kept  from  the  "lew  of  all,  except 
those  virgins  whom  they  call  vestals.  Tue  most  common 
opinion  was,  that  the  image  of  Pallas,  brought  into  Italy  by 
^neas,  was  laid  up  there ;  others  say  that  the  Samothracian 
images  lay  there,  telling  a  story  how  that  Dardanus  carried 
them  to  Troy,  and,  when  he  had  built  the  city,  celebrated 
those  rites,  and  dedicated  those  images  there ;  that  after 
Troy  was  taken,  ^neas  stole  them  away,  and  kept  them  till 
his  coming  into  Italy.  But  they  who  profess  to  know  more 
of  the  matter  affirm  that  there  aie  two  barrels,  not  of  any 
great  size,  one  of  which  stands  open  and  has  nothing  in  it, 
the  other  full  and  sealed  up  j_l'nt  tliat  neither  of  them  may 
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be  seen  but  by  the  most  holy  virgins.  Others  think  that 
they  who  say  this  are  misled  by  the  fact  that  the  virgins 
put  most  of  their  holy  things  into  two  barrels  at  this  time 
of  the  Gaulish  invasion,  and  hid  them  underground  in  the 
temple  of  Quirinus ;  and  that  from  hence  that  place  to  this 
day  bears  the  name  of  Barrels. 

However  it  be,  taking  the  most  precious  and  important 
things  they  had,  they  fled  away  with  them,  shaping  their 
course  along  the  river-side,  where  Lucius  Albinius,  a  simple 
citizen  of  Rome,  who  among  others  was  making  his  escape, 
overtook  them,  having  his  Avife,  children,  and  goods  in  a 
cart ;  and,  seeing  the  virgins  dragging  along  in  their  arms 
the  holy  things  of  the  gods,  in  a  helpless  and  weary  condi- 
tion, he  caused  his  wife  and  children  to  get  down,  and,  tak- 
ing out  his  goods,  put  the  virgins  in  the  cart,  that  they  might 
make  their"  escape  to  some  of  the  Greek  cities.  This  de- 
vout act  of  Albinius,  and  the  respect  he  showed  thus  signally 
to  the  gods  at  a  time  of  such  extremity,  deserved  not  to  be 
passed  over  in  silence.  But  the  priests  that  belonged  to 
other  gods,  and  the  most  elderly  of  the  senators,  men  who 
had  been  consuls  and  had  enjoyed  triumphs,  could  not  en- 
dure to  leave  the  city ;  but,  putting  on  their  sacred  and  splen- 
did robes,  Fabius  the  high-priest  performing  the  office,  they 
made  their  prayers  to  the  gods,  and,  devoting  themselves, 
as  it  were,  for  their  country,  sate  themselves  down  in  their 
ivory  chairs  in  the  forum,  and  in  that  posture  expected  the 
event. 

On  the  third^day  after  the  battle,  Brennus  appeared  with 
his  army  at  the  city,  and,  fiudittg.  tlie^g)itaa„wMe  open  and 
no  guards  upon  the  walls,  first  began  to  suspect  it  was 
sdWStt^gn'^sfratagem,  never  dreaming  that  the  Romans 
were  in  so  desperate  a  condition.  But  when  he  found  it  to 
be  so  indeed,  he  entered  at  the  Colline  gate,  and  took 
Rome,  in  the  three  hundred  and  sixtieth  year,  or  a  little 
more,  after  it  was  built ;  if,  indeed,  it  can  be  supposed 
probable  that  an  exact  chronological  statement  has  beeu 
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preserved  of  events  which  were  themselves  the  cause  of 
chronological  difficulties  about  things  of  later  date;  of  the 
calamity  itself,  however,  and  of  the  fact  of  the  capture, 
some  faint  rumors  seem  to  have  passed  at  the  time  into 
Greece.  Ileraclides  Ponticus,  who  lived  not  long  after 
these  times,  in  his  book  upon  the  Soul,  relates  that  a 
certain  report  came  from  the  west,  that  an  army,  proceed- 
ing from  the  Hyperboreans,  had  taken  a  Greek  city  called 
Rome,  seated  somewhere  upon  the  great  sea.  But  I  do  not 
wonder  that  so  fabulous  and  high-flown  an  author  as 
Heraclides  should  embellish  the  truth  of  the  story  with  ex- 
pressions about  Hyperboreans  and  the  great  sea.  Aristotle 
the  philosopher  appears  to  have  heard  a  correct  statement 
of  the  taking  of  the  city  by  the  Gauls,  but  he  calls  its 
deliverer  Lucius ;  whereas  Camillus's  surname  was  not 
Lucius,  but  Marcus.    But  this  is  a  matter  of  conjecture. 

Brennus,  having  taken  possession  of  Rome,  set  a  strong 
guard  about  the  Capitol,  and,  gomg  himself  down  into  the 
forum,  was  there  struck  with  amazement  at  the  sight  of  so 
many  men  sitting  in  that  order  and  silence,  observing  that 
they  neither  rose  at  his  coming,  nor  so  much  as  changed 
color  or  countenance,  but  remained  without  fear  or  concern 
leaning  upon  their  staves,  and  sitting  quietly,  looking  at 
each  other.  The  Gauls,  for  a  great  while,  stood  wondering 
at  the  strangeness  of  the  sight,  not  daring  to  approach  or 
touch  them,  taking  them  for  an  assembly  of  superior 
beings.  But  when  one,  bolder  than  the  rest,-  drew  near  to 
Marcus  Papirius,  and,  putting  ,  foiih  Jiis,Jismd,__gently 
touched  his  chin  and  stroked  his  long  beard^  Papirius  with 
his  staff  struck  him  a  severe  blow  on  the  he^ ;  upon  whicff 
the  barbarian  drew  his  sword  and  slew  him.  Thrs~^(var 
the  introduction  to  the  slaughter ;  for  the  rest,  folTovraig' 
his  example,  set  upon  them  all  and  killed  them,  and  de- 
spatched all  others  that  came  in  their  way ;  and  so  went  on 
to  the  sacking  and  pillaging  the  houses,  which  they  con- 
tinued for  many  days  ensuing.   Afterwards,  they  burnt 
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them  down  to  the  ground  and  demolished  them,  being  in- 
censed  at  those  who  kept  the  Capitol,  because  they  would 
not  yield  to  summons ;  but,  on  the  contrai-y,  when  assailed, 
had  repelled  them,  with  some  loss,  from  their  defences. 
This  provoked  them  to  ruin  the  whole  city,  and  to  put  to 
the  sword  all  that  came  to  their  hands,  young  and  old, 
men,  women,  and  children. 

And  now,  the  siege  of  the  Capitol  having  lasted  a  good 
while,  the  Gauls  began  to  be  in  want  of  provision ;  and 
dividing  their  forces,  part  of  them  stayed  with  their 
king  at  the  siege,  the  rest  went  to  forage  the  country, 
ravaging  the  towns  and  villages  where  they  came,  but  not 
all  together  in  a  body,  but  in  different  squadrons  and 
parties ;  and  to  such  a  confidence  had  success  raised  them, 
that  they  carelessly  rambled  about  without  the  least  fear 
or  apprehension  of  danger.  But  jj^p^^glgglSSliJnd  hi^^t^iM!^ 
dered  body  of  their  forsfiajiKe»^-4u  Ihb)  nlC^  6'f "  At'dtiar,  where 
Camillus  then  sojourned,  having,  ever  since  his  leaving 
Rome,  sequestered  himself  from  all  business,  and  taken  to 
a  private  life ;  but  now  he  began  to  rouse  up  himself,  and 
consider  not  how  to  avoid  or  escape  the  enemy,  but  to  find 
out  an  opportunity  to  be  revenged  upon  them.  And 
perceiving  that  the  Ardeatians  wanted  not  men,  but  rather 
enterprise,  through  the  inexperience  and  timidity  of  their 
offtcers,  he  began  to  speak  with  the  young  men,  first  to  the 
effect  that  they  ought  not  to  ascribe  the  misfortune  of  the 
Romans  to  the  courage  of  their  enemy,  nor  attribute  the 
losses  they  sustained  by  rash  counsel  to  the  conduct  of 
men,  who  had  no  title  to  victory ;  the  event  had  been  only 
an  evidence  of  the  power  of  fortune ;  that  it  was  a  brave 
thing  even  with  danger  to  repel  a  foreign  and  barbarous 
invader  whose  end  in  conquering  was,  like  fire,  to  lay 
waste  and  destroy,  but  if  they  would  be  courageous  and 
resolute  he  was  ready  to  put  an  opportunity  into  their 
hands  to  gain  a  victory,  without  hazard  at  all.  When  he 
found  the  young  men  embraced  the  thing,  he  went  to  the 
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magistrates  and  council  of  tlie  city,  anc!,  having  persuaded 
them  also,  he  mustered  all  that  could  bear  arras,  and  drew 
them  up  within  the  walls,  that  they  might  not  be  perceived 
by  the  enemy,  who  was  near;  who,  having  scoured  the 
country,  and  now  returned  heavy-laden  with  booty,  lay 
encamped  in  the  plains  in  a  careless  and  negligent  posture, 
so  that,  with  the  night  ensuing  upon  debauch  and  drunken- 
ness, silence  prevailed  through  all  the  camp.  When  Camil. 
lus  learned  this  from  Jiis-  scouts,- he  drew  out  the  Ar4«i« 
tians,  and  in  the  dead  of  the,  night,  ppflfiing:  in  sil^nfie  oTflr 
the  ground  that  lay  between,  came  up  to  .theiir-werits^imjj, 
commanding  his  trumpets  to  sound-and  hLi-  meB-fee-aheat 
and  halloo,  he  struck  terror  into  thp.m  frnm  all  gna^ersj. 
•while  drunkenness  impeded,  and  sleep  retarded  their 
movements.  A  few,  whom  fear  had  sobered,  getting  into 
some  order,  for  a  while  resisted ;  and  so  died  with  their 
weapons  in  their  hands.  But  the  greatest  part  of  them, 
buried  in  wine  and  sleep,  were  surprised  without  their 
arms,  and  despatched ;  and  as  many  of  them  as  by  the 
advantage  of  the  night  got  out  of  the  camp  were  the  next 
day  found  scattered  abroad  and  wandering  in  the  fields, 
and  were  picked  up  by  the  horse  that  pursued  them. 

The  fame  of  this  action  soon  flew  through  the  neighbor- 
mg  cities,  and  stirred  up  the  young  men  from  various 
quarters  to  come  and  join  themselves  with  him.  But  none 
were  so  much  concerned  as  those  Romans  who  escaped  in 
the  battle  of  Allia,  and  were  now  at  Yeii,  thus  lamenting 
with  themselves,  "O  heavens,  what  a  commander  has 
Providence  bereaved  Rome  of,  to  honor  Ardea  with  his 
actions !  And  that  city,  which  brought  forth  and  nursed  so 
great  a  man,  is  lost  and  gone,  and  we,  destitute  of  a  leader 
and  shut  up  within  strange  walls,  sit  idle,  and  see  Italy 
ruined  before  our  eyes.  Come,  let  us  send  to  the  Ardea*. 
tians-  tO-  have  back  our  general,  or  else,  irith  iTrnipnni  |R. 
our  hands,  let  us  go  thitlier  to  him  ;  for  he  is  no  longfer  a 
banished  man,  nor  we  citizens,  having  no  couutry-but  what 
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is  in  the  possession  of  tlie  enemy."  To  this  they  all  agreed, 
in(i  BWit  to  CViimllus  to  desife~Rim  to  take  the  command ; 
3ut  he  answered,  that  he  would  not,  until  they  that  were 
n  the  Capitol  should  legally  appoint  him  ;  for  he  esteemed 
;hem,  as  long  as  they  were  in  being,  to  be  his  country ; 
;hat  if  they  should  command  him  he  would  readily  obey  ; 
3Ut  against  tlieir  consent  he  would  intermeddle  with  noth- 
ng.  When  this  answer  was  returned,  they  admired  the 
nodesty  and  temper  of  Camillus ;  but  they  could  not  tell 
low  to  find  a  messenger  to  carry  the  intelligence  to  the 
Dapitol,  or  rather,  indeed,  it  seemed  altogether  impossible 
'or  any  one  to  get  to  the  citadel  whilst  the  enemy  was  in 
ull  possession  of  the  city.  But  among  the  young  men 
here  was  one  Pontius  Cominius,  of  ordinary  birth,  but 
,mbitious  of  honor,  who  prolfered  himself  to  run  the  hazard, 
nd  toolc  no  letters  with  liitn  to  those  in  the  Capitol,  lest, 
f  he  were  intercepted,  the  enemy  might  learn  the  inten- 
ions  of  Camillus ;  but,  putting  on  a  poor  dress  and  Carry- 
ag  corks  under  it,  he  boldly  travelled  the  greatest  part  of 
he  way  by  day,  and  came  to  the  city  when  it  was  dark ; 
he  bridge  he  could  not  pass,  as  it  was  guarded  by  the 
arbarians ;  so  that  taking  his  clothes,  which  were  neither 
lany  nor  heavy,  and  binding  them  about  his  head,  he  laid 
is  body  upon  the  corks,  and  swimming  with  tliem,  got 
ver  to  the  city.  .\nd  avoiding  tliose  quarters  where  he 
erceived  the  enemy  was  awake,  which  he  guessed  at  by 
le  lights  and  noise,  he  went  to  the  Carmental  gate,  where 
lere  was  greatest  silence,  and  where  the  hill  of  the  Capi- 
il  is  steepest,  and  rises  witli  craggy  and  broken  rock, 
■y  this  way  he  got  up,  though  with  much  difBculty,  by  the 
ollow  of  the  cliff,  and  presented  himself  to  the  guards, 
iluting  them,  and  telling  them  his  name ;  he  was  taken 
.1,  and  carried  to  the  commanders.  And  a  senate  being 
nmediately  called,  he  related  to  them  in  order  the  victory 
j.  Camillus,  which  they  had  not  heard  of  before,  and  the 
roceedings  of  the  soldiers,  urging:  them  to  confirm  Camil- 
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lus  in  the  command,  as  on  him  alone  all  their  fellow-country 
men  outside  the  city  would  rely.  Having  heard  and  con- 
Bulted  of  the  matter,  the  senate  declared  Camillus  dictator, 
and  sent  back  Pontius  the  same  way  that  he  came,  Avho, 
with  the  same  success  as  before,  got  through  the  enemy 
without  being  discovered,  and  delivered  to  the  Romans 
outside  the  decision  of  the  senate,  who  joyfully  received  it. 
Camillus,  on  his  arrival,  found  twenty  thousand  of  them 
ready  in  arms ;  with  which  forces,  and  those  confederates 
he  brought  along  with  him,  he  prepared  to  set  upon  the 
enemy. 

But  at  Rome  some  of  the  barbarians,  passing  by  chance 
near  the  place  at  which  Pontius  by  night  had  got  into  the 
Capitol,  spied  in  several  places  marks  of  feet  and  hands, 
where  he  had  laid  hold  and  clambered,  and  places  where 
the  plants  that  grew  to  the  rock  had  been  rubbed  off,  and 
the  earth  had  slipped,  and  went  accordingly  and  reported 
it  to  the  king,  who,  coming  in  person,  and  viewing  it,  for 
the  present  said  nothing,  but  in  the  evening,  picking  out 
such  of  the  Gauls  as  were  nimblest  of  body,  and  by  living 
in  the  mountains  were  accustomed  to  climb,  he  said  to 
them,  "The  enemy  themselves  have  shown  us  a  way  how 
to  come  at  them,  which  we  knew  not  of  before,  and  have 
taught  us  that  it  is  not  so  difficult  and  impossible  but  that 
men  may  overcome  it.  It  would  be  a  great  shame,  having 
begun  well,  to  fail  in  the  end,  and  to  give  up  a  place  as 
impregnable,  when  the  enemy  himself  lets  us  see  the  way 
by  which  it  may  be  taken ;  for  where  it  was  easy  for  one 
man  to  get  up,  it  will  not  be  hard  for  many,  one  after 
another ;  nay,  when  many  shall  undertake  it,  they  will  be 
aid  and  strength  to  each  other.  Rewards  and  honors 
ehall  be  bestowed  on  every  man  as  he  shall  acquit  bim. 
self." 

When  the  king  had  thus  spoken,  the  Gauls  cheerfully 
undertook  to  perform  it,  and  in  the  dead  of  night  a  good 
party  of  them  together,  with  gi  eat  silence,  began  to  climt 
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the  rock,  clinging  to  the  precipitous  and  difBcult  ascent, 
whicli  yet  upon  trial  offered  a  way  to  them,  and  proved 
less  difficult  than  they  had  expected.  So  that  the  foremost 
of  them  having  gained  the  top  of  all,  and  put  themselves 
into  order,  they  all  but  surprised  the  outworks,  and  mas- 
tered the  watch,  who  were  fast  asleep ;  for  neither  man  nor 
dog  perceived  their  coming.  But  there  were  sacred  geese 
kept  near  the  temple  of  Juno,  which  at  other  times  were 
plentifully  fed,  but  now,  by  reason  that  corn  and  other 
provisions  were  grown  scarce  for  all,  were  but  in  a  poor 
condition.  The  creature  is  by  nature  of  quick  sense,  and 
apprehensive  of  the  least  noise,  so  that  these,  being  more- 
over watchful  through  hunger,  and  restless,  immediately 
discovered  the  coming  of  the  Gauls,  and,  running  up  and 
down  with  their  noise  and  cackling,  they  raised  the  whole 
camp,  while  the  barbarians  on  the  other  side,  perceiving 
themselves  discovered,  no  longer  endeavored  to  conceal 
their  attempt,  but  with  shouting  and  violence  advanced  to 
the  assault.  The  Romans,  every  one  in  haste  snatching  up 
the  next  weapon  that  came  to  hand,  did  what  they  could 
on  the  sudden  occasion.  Manlius,  a  man  of  consular 
dignity,  of  strong  body  and  great  spirit,  was  the  first  that 
made  head  against  them,  and,  engaging  with  two  of  the 
enemy  at  once,  with  his  sword  cut  off  the  right  arm  of  one 
just  as  he  was  lifting  up  his  blade  to  strike,  and,  running 
his  target  full  in  the  face  of  the  other,  tumbled  him  head- 
long down  the  steep  rock;  then  mounting  the  rampart, 
and  there  standing  with  others  that  came  running  to  his 
assistance,  drove  down  the  rest  of  them,  who,  indeed,  to 
begin,  had  not  been  many,  and  did  nothing  worthy  of  so 
bold  an  attempt.  The  Romans,  having  thus  escaped  this 
danger,  early  in  the  morning  took  the  captain  of  the  watch 
and  flung  him  down  the  rock  upon  the  heads  of  their 
enemies,  and  to  Manlius  for  his  victory  voted  a  reward, 
intended  more  for  honor  than  advantage,  bringing  him, 
each  man  of  them  as  much  as  he  received  for  his  daily 
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allowance,  which  was  half  a  pound  of  bread  and  one-eighth 
of  a  pint  of  wine, 

Henceforward,  the  affairs  of  the  Gaula  were  daily  in  a 
worse  and  worse  condition  ;  they  wanted  provisions,  being 
withheld  from  foraging  through  fear  of  Camillus,  and  sick. 
Bess  also  was  amongst  them,  occasioned  by  the  number  of 
carcasses  that  lay  in  heaps  unburied.  Being  lodged  among 
the  ruins,  the  ashes,  whicli  were  very  deep,  blown  about  by 
the  winds  and  combining  with  the  sultry  heats,  breathed 
up,  so  to  say,  a  dry  and  searching  air,  the  inhalation  of 
which  was  destructive  to  their  health.  But  the  chief  cause 
was  the  change  from  their  natural  climate,  coming  as  they 
did  out  of  shady  and  hilly  countries,  abounding  in  means 
of  shelter  from  the  heat,  to  lodge  in  low,  and,  in  the 
autumn  season,  very  unhealthy  ground ;  added  to  which 
was  the  length  and  tediousness  of  the  siege,  as  theyJiaii 
now  sate  seven  months^  before  the  Jiajiiiol.  There  was, 
tfeei^fopepa'great'Hestruction  among  them,  and  the  number 
of  the  dead  grew  so  great,  that  the  living  gave  up  buryinj 
them.  Neither,  indeed,  were  things  on  that  account  any 
better  with  the  besieged,  for  famine  increased  upon  them, 
and  despondency  with  not  hearing  anything  of  Camillus, 
it  being  impossible  to  send  any  one  to  him,  the  city  was  so 
guarded  by  the  barbarians.  Things  being  in  this  sad  con- 
dition on  both  sides,  a  motion  of  treaty  was  made  at  first 
by  some  of  the  outposts,  as  they  happened  to  speak  with 
one  another ;  which  being  embraced  by  the  leading  men, 
Sulpicius,  tribune  of  the  Romans,  came  to  a  parley  with 
Brennus,  in  which  it  was  agreed,  that  the  Romans  laying 
down  a  thousand  weight  of  gold,  the  Gauls  upon  the 
receipt  of  it  should  immediately  quit  the  city  and  terri- 
tories. The  agreement  being  confirmed  by  oath  on  both 
sides,  and  the  gold  brought  forth,  the  Gauls  used  false 
dealing  in  the  weights,  secretly  at  first,  but  afterwards 
openly  pulled  back  and  disturbed  the  balance ;  at  which 
the  Romans  indignantly  complaining,  Brennus,  in  a  scoff 
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ing  and  insulting  manner,  pulled  off  his  sword  and  belt, 
and  threw  them  both  into  the  scales  ;  and  when  Sulpiciua 
asked  what  that  meant,  "  What  should  it  mean,"  says  he, 
*'  but  woe  to  the  conquered  ?  "  which  afterwards  became  a 
proverbial  saying.  As  for  the  Romans,  some  were  so 
incensed  that  they  were  for  taking  their  gold  back  again 
and  returning  to  endure  the  siege.  Others  were  for  pass- 
ing by  and  dissembling  a  petty  injury,  and  not  to  account 
that  the  indignity  of  the  thing  lay  in  paying  more  than 
was  due,  since  the  paying  anything  at  all  was  itself  a  dis- 
honor only  submitted  to  as  a  necessity  of  tlie  times. 

Whilst  this  difference  remained  still  unsettled,  both 
amongst  themselves  and  with  the  Gauls,  Camillus  was  at 
the  gates  with  his  array ;  and  having  learned  what  was  go- 
ing on,  commanded  the  main  body  of  his  forces  to  follow 
slowly  after  him  in  good  order,  and  himself  with  the  choicest 
of  his  men  hastening  on,  went  at  once  to  the  Romans  ;  where 
all  giving  way  to  him,  and  receiving  him  as  their  sole 
magistrate,  with  profound  silence  and  order,  he  took  the 
gold  out  of  the  scales,  and  delivered  it  to  his  officers,  and 
commanded  the  Gauls  to  take  their  weights  and  scales  and 
depart ;  saying  that  it  was  customary  with  the  Romans  to 
deliver  their  country  with  iron,  not  with  gold.  And  when 
Brennus  began  to  rage,  and  say  that  he  was  unjustly  dealt 
with  in  such  a  breach  of  contract,  Camillus  answered  that 
it  was  never  legally  made,  and  the  agreement  of  no  force 
or  obligation ;  for  that  himself  being  declared  dictator,  and 
there  being  no  other  magistrate  by  law,  the  engagement 
had  been  made  with  men  who  had  no  power  to  enter  into 
it;  but  now  they  might  say  anything  they  had  to  urge,  for 
he  was  come  with  full  power  by  law  to  grant  pardon  to 
such  as  should  ask  it,  or  inflict  punishment  on  the  guilty,  if 
they  did  not  repent.  At  this,  Brennus  broke  into  violent 
anger,  and  an  immediate  quarrel  ensued ;  both  sides  drew 
their  swords  and  attacked,  but  in  confusion,  as  could,  not 
be  otherwise  amongst  houses,  and  in  narrow  lanes  ard 
18 
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places  -where  it  Avas  iinpossihle  t(i  form  in  any  order.  But 
Brennus,  presently  recollecting  himself,  called  off  his  men, 
and,  with  the  loss  of  a  few  only,  brought  them  to  their 
camp;  and  rising  in  the  night  with  all  his  forces,  left  the 
city,  and,  advancing  about  eight  miles,  encamped  upon  the 
way  to  Gabii.  As_sowa,aajJay  appenred,  rimnillns  (?amo-<]p 
with  him^sjileudidly  armrd  himnHfj  nnd  Ins  finlflig:]  fijj 
of  courage  and  confidence  ;  and  thpvft  engaging  wifh  hi 
a  sharp  conflict,  which  lasted  a  long  while,  overthrew  his 
firmy  with  great  slaughter,  and  took  their  camp.  Of  those 
that  fled,  some  were  presently  cut  off  by  the  pursuers; 
others,  and  these  were  the  greatest  number,  dispersed 
hither  and  thither,  and  were  despatched  by  the  people 
that  came  sallying  out  from  the  neighboring  towns  and 
villages. 

Thus  Rome  was  strangely  takeU;  and  more  strangely  re- 
covered, having  been  seven  whole  months  in  the  possesSlBB' 
of  the  ba,rbariiin.t-,  who  entered  her  a  little  after  the  Ides  of 
July,  and  were  driven  out  about  the  Ides  of  February  fol- 
lowing. Camillus  triumphed,  as  he  deserved,  havii)j,' 
saved  his  country  that  was  lost,  and  brought  the  city,  so 
to  say,  back  again  to  itself.  For  those  that  had  fled  abroad, 
together  with  their  wives  and  children,  accompanied  him 
IS  he  rode  in  ;  and  those  who  had  been  shut  up  in  the  Capi- 
tol, and  were  reduced  almost  to  the  point  of  perishing 
with  hunger,  went  out  to  meet  him,  embracing  each  other 
as  they  met,  and  weeping  for  joy,  and,  through  the  excess 
of  the  present  pleasure,  scarce  believing  in  its  truth.  And 
when  the  priests  and  ministers  of  the  gods  appeared  hear- 
ing the  sacred  things,  which  in  their  flight  they  had  either 
hid  on  the  spot,  or  conveyed  away  with  them,  and  now 
openly  showed  in  safety,  the  citizens  who  saw  the  blessed 
oight  felt  as  if  with  these  the  gods  themselves  were  again 
returned  unto  Rome.  After  Camillus  had  sacrificed  to  the 
gods,  and  purified  the  city  according  to  the  directions  ot 
those  properly  instructed,  he  restored  the  existing  temple^ 
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and  erected  a  new  Jne  to  Rumour,  or  Voice,  informing  him- 
self  of  the  spot  in  wliich  that  voice  from  heaven  came  by 
night  to  Marcus  Csedicius,  foretelling  the  coming  of  the 
barbarian  army. 

It  was  a  matter  of  difficulty,  and  a  hard  task,  amidst  so 
much  rubbish,  to  discover  and  re-determine  the  consecrated 
places ;  but  by  the  zeal  of  Camillus,  and  the  incessant  labor 
of  the  priests,  it  was  at  last  accomplished.  But  when  it 
came  also  to  rebuilding  the  city,  which  was  wholly  demol- 
ished, despondency  seized  the  multitude,  and  a  backward- 
ness to  engage  in  a  work  for  which  they  had  no  materials; 
at  a  time,  too,  when  they  rather  needed  relief  and  repose 
from  their  past  labors,  than  any  new  demands  upon  their 
exhausted  strength  and  impaired  fortunes.  Thus  insensi- 
bly they  turned  their  thoughts  again  towards  Yeii,  a  city 
ready-built  and  well-provided,  and  gave  an  opening  to  the 
arts  of  flatterers  eager  to  gratify  their  desires,  and  lent 
their  ears  to  seditious  language  flung  out  against  Camillus; 
as  that,  out  of  ambition  and  self-glory,  he  withheld  them 
from  a  city  fit  to  receive  them,  forcing  them  to  live  in  the 
midst  of  ruins,  and  to  re-erect  a  pile  of  burnt  rubbish,  that 
he  might  be  esteemed  not  the  chief  magistrate  only  and 
general  of  Rome,  but,  to  the  exclusion  of  Romulus,  its 
founder  also.  The  senate,  therefore,  fearing  a  sedition, 
would  not  suffer  Camillus,  though  desirous,  to  lay  down 
his  authority  within  the  year,  though  no  dictator  had  ever 
held  it  above  six  months. 

They  themselves,  meantime,  used  their  best  endeavors, 
by  kind  persuasions  and  familiar  addresses,  to  encourage 
and  appease  the  people,  showing  them  the  shrines  and 
tombs  of  their  ancestors,  calling  to  their  remembrance  the 
sacred  spots  and  holy  places  which  Romulus  and  Numa  or 
any  other  of  their  kings  had  consecrated  and  left  to  their 
keeping;  and  among  the  strongest  religious  arguments, 
urged  the  head,  newly  separated  from  the  body,  which 
Was  found  in  laying  the  foundation  of  the  Cax)itoi,  marking 
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it  as  a  place  destined  by  fate  to  be  the  head  of  all  Italy; 
and  the  holy  fire  which  had  just  been  rekindled  again, 
since  the  end  of  the  war,  by  the  vestal  virgins ;  "  What  a 
disgrace  it  would  be  to  them  to  lose  and  extmguish  this, 
leavhig  the  city  it  belonged  to,  to  be  either  inhabited  by 
strangers  and  new-comers,  or  left  a  wild  pasture  for  cattle 
to  graze  on  ?  "  Such  reasons  as  these,  urged  with  complaint 
and  expostulation,  sometimes  in  private  upon  individuals, 
and  sometimes  in  their  public  assemblies,  were  met,  on  tlie 
other  hand,  by  laments  and  protestations  of  distress  and 
helplessness ;  entreaties  that,  reunited  as  they  just  Aveie, 
after  a  sort  of  shipwreck,  naked  and  destitute,  they  would 
not  constrain  them  to  patch  up  the  pieces  of  a  ruined  and 
shattered  city,  when  they  had  another  at  hand  ready-built 
and  prepared. 

Camillus  thought  good  to  refer  it  to  general  deliberation, 
and  himself  spoke  largely  and  earnestly  in  behalf  of  his 
country,  as  also  many  others.  At  last,  calling  to  Lucius 
Lucretius,  whose  place  it  was  to  speak  first,  he  commanded 
him  to  give  his  sentence,  and  the  rest  as  they  followed,  in 
order.  Silence  being  made,  and  Lucretius  just  about  to 
begin,  by  chance  a  centurion  passing  by  outside  with  his 
company  of  the  day-guard  called  out  with  a  loud  voice  to 
the  ensign-bearer  to  halt  and  fix  his  standard,  for  this  was 
the  best  place  to  stay  in.  This  voice,  coming  in  that  mo- 
ment of  time,  and  at  that  crisis  of  uncertainty  and  anxiety 
for  the  future,  was  taken  as  a  direction  what  was  to  be 
done;  so  that  Lucretius,  assuming  an  attitude  of  devotion, 
gave  sentence  in  concurrence  with  the  gods,  as  he  said,  as 
likewise  did  all  that  followed.  Even  among  the  common 
people  it  created  a  wonderful  change  of  feeling ;  every  one 
now  cheered  and  encouraged  his  neighbor,  and  set  himself 
to  the  work,  proceeding  in  it,  hf)wever,  not  by  any  regular 
lines  or  divisions,  but  everyone  pitcli;n<^  upon  that  plot 
of  ground  which  came  next  to  hand,  or  liest  pleased  his 
fancy;  by  which  haste  and  hurry  in  building,  they  con- 
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Btructed  their  city  in  narrow  and  ill-designed  lanes,  and 
with  houses  huddled  together  one  upon  another  ;  for  it  is 
said  that  within  the  compass  of  the  year  the  whole  city 
was  built  up  anew,  both  in  its  public  walls  and  private 
buildings.  The  persons,  however,  appointed  by  Camillus 
to  resume  and  mark  out,  in  this  general  confusion,  all  con- 
secrated places,  coming,  in  their  way  round  the  Palatium, 
to  the  chapel  of  Mars,  found  the  chapel  itself  indeed  de- 
stroyed and  burnt  to  the  ground,  like  everythmg  else,  by 
the  barbarians;  but  whilst  they  were  clearing  the  place, 
and  carrying  away  the  rubbish,  lit  upon  Romulus's  augural 
staff,  buried  under  a  great  heap  of  ashes.  This  sort  of  staflE 
is  crooked  at  one  end,  and  is  called  lituus  ;  they  make  use 
of  it  in  quartering  out  the  regions  of  the  heavens  when  en. 
gaged  in  divination  from  the  flight  of  birds  ;  Romulus,  who 
was  himself  a  great  diviner,  made  use  of  it.  But  when  he 
disappeared  from  the  earth,  the  priests  took  his  staff  and 
kept  it,  as  other  holy  things,  from  the  touch  of  man  ;  and 
when  they  now  found  that,  whereas  all  other  things  were 
consumed,  this  staff  had  altogether  escaped  the  flames, 
they  began  to  conceive  happier  hopes  of  Rome,  and  to 
augur  from  this  token  its  future  everlasting  safety. 

And  now  they  had  scarcely  got  a  breathing  time  from 
their  trouble,  when  a  new  wa:r  camg^  upoji.,tlieHa.i-  and-  the 
^;gima^J~VoTsciaHs7and_ Latins  all  at  once  invaded  their 
territories.,  an^  the  Tuscans  besieged  Sutrium,  their  con- 
federate city.  The  military  tribunes  who  commanded  the 
army,  and  were  encamped  about  the  hill  Msecius,  being 
closely  besieged  by  the  Latins,  and  the  camp  in  danger  to 
be  lost,  sent  to  Rome,  where  Camillus  was  a  third  time 
chosen  dictatpr.  Of  this  war  two  different  accounts,  are 
given ;  I  shall  begin  with  the  more  fabulous.  They  say 
thatThe  Latins  ^(whether  out  of  pretence,  or  a  real  design 
to  revive  the  ancient  relationship  of  the  two  nations)  sent 
to  desire  of  the  Romans  soine  free-born  maidens  in  maf- 
ria;ge'j~tEaFwhen  the  Romans  were  at  a  loss  how  To  deter- 
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mine  (for  on  one  hand  they  dreaded  a  war,  havmg  scarcely 
yet  settled  and  recovered  themselves,  and  on  the  othei 
side  suspected  that  this  asking  of  wives  was,  in  plain  terms, 
nothing  else  but  a  demand  for  hostages,  though  covered 
over  with  the  specious  name  of  intermarriage  and  fiUiance), 
a  certain  handmaid,  by  name  Tutula,  or,  as  some  call  her, 
Philotis,  persuaded  the  magistrates  to  send  with  her  some 
of  the  most  youthful  and  best-looking  maid-servants,  in 
the  bridal  dress  of  noble  virgins,  and  leave  the  rest  to  her 
care  and  management;  that  the  magistrates,  consenting, 
chose  out  as  many  as  she  thought  necessary  for  her  pur- 
pose, and  adorning  them  with  gold  and  rich  clothes,  de- 
livered them  to  the  Latins,  who  were  encamped  not  far 
from  the  city  ;  that  at  night  the  rest  stole  away  the  enemy's 
swords,  but  Tutula  or  Philotis,  getting  to  the  top  of  a  wild 
fig-tree,  and  spreading  out  a  thick  woollen  cloth  behind 
her,  held  out  a  torch  towards  Rome,  which  was  the  signal 
concerted  between  her  and  the  commanders,  without  the 
knowledge,  however,  of  any  other  of  the  citizens,  which 
was  the  reason  that  their  issuing  oat  from  the  city  was 
tumultuous,  the  officers  pushing  their  men  on,  and  they 
calling  upon  one  another's  names,  and  scarce  able  to  bring 
themselves  into  order ;  that  setting  upon  the  enemy's  works, 
who  either  were  asleep  or  expected  no  such  matter,  they 
took  the  camp  and  destroyed  most  of  them  ;  and  that  this 
was  done  on  the  Nones  of  July,  which  was  then  called 
Quintilis,  and  that  the  feast  that  is  observed  on  that  day 
is  a  commemoration  of  what  was  then  done.  For  in  it, 
first,  they  run  out  of  the  city  in  great  crowds,  and  call  out 
aloud  several  familiar  and  common  names,  Caius,  Marcus, 
Lucius,  and  the  like,  in  representation  of  the  way  in  which 
they  called  to  one  another  when  they  went  out  in  such 
haste.  In  the  next  place,  the  maid-servants,  gaily  dressed 
run  about,  playing  and  jesting  upon  all  they  meet,  and 
amongst  themselves,  also,  use  a  kind  of  skirmishing,  to 
show  they  helped  in  the  conflict  against  the  Latins;  and 
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while  eating  and  drinking,  they  sit  shaded  over  with 
boughs  of  wild  fig-tree,  and  the  day  they  call  Nonse  Capro- 
tinse,  as  some  think  from  that  wild  fig-tree  on  which  the 
maid-servant  held  up  her  torch,  the  Roman  name  for  a 
wild  fig-tree  being  caprificus.  Others  refer  most  of  what 
is  said  or  done  at  this  feast  to  the  fate  of  Romulus,  for,  on 
this  day,  he  vanished  outside  the  gates  in  a  sudden  dark- 
ness and  storm  (some  think  it  an  eclipse  of  the  sun),  and 
from  this  the  day  was  called  Xonse  Caprotinse,  the  Latin  for 
a  goat  being  capm,  and  the  place  where  he  disappeared 
liaviug  the  name  of  Goat's  3Iarsh,  as  is  stated  in  his  life. 

But  the  general  stream  of  writers  prefer  the  other  ac- 
counrHTEis~wai7"wTiTcF^ 

tb'e 'tBiM' firde "cEoseh  dlctator^and  learning  thaf  thtel^ray 
undeFTKe' tribunes  was  besieged  by  the  Latins  and  Vol- 
snmlis7  was  nnnstrainRfl  to  arin,  not  only  those  under,  but 
also  those  over,  the  age  oi  service  ;  and- taking  a  large  cir- 
cuit round  the  mountain  Msecius,  undiscovered  by  the 
enemy,  lodged  his  army  on  their  rear,  and  then  by  many 
fires  gave  notice  of  his  -aa;xiv^.  The  besieged,  encouraged 
by  this,  prepared  to  sally  forth  and  join  battle ;  but  the 
Latins  and  Volscians,  fearing  tliis  expjosure  to  an  enemy  on 
botlT'sides,  drewjjiemselves  within  their  works,  and  'orti- 
fiemBeir  camp  with  a  sti'ong*palisade  of  trees  on  every 
side,  resolving  to  wait  for  more  supplies  from  home,  and 
expecting,  also,  the  assistance  of  the  Tuscans,  their  confed- 
erates. Camillus,  detecting  their  object,  and  fearing  to  be 
reduced  to  the  same  position  to  which  he  had  brought  them ; 
namely,  to  be  besieged  himself,  resolved  to  lose  no  time  ; 
and  finding  their  rampart  was  all  of  timber,  and  observing 
that  a  strong  wind  constantly  at  sun-rising  blew  off  from 
the  mountains,  after  having  prepared  a  quantity  of  combus- 
tibles, about  break  of  day  he  drew  forth  his  forces,  com- 
manding a  part  with  their  missiles  to  assault  the  enemy 
with  noise  and  shouting  on  the  other  quarter,  whilst  he, 
with  those  that  were  to  fling  in  the  fire,  went  to  that  side 
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of  the  enemy's  camp  to  which  the  wind  usuallj'  blew,  and 
there  waited  his  opportunity.  When  the  skirmish  was  be. 
gun,  and  the  sun  risen,  and  a  strong  wind  .set,  in  from  the 
mountains,  he  gave  the  signal  of  onset ;  and  heaping  in  an 
infinite  quantity  of  fiery  matter,  filled  all  their  rampart 
with  it,  so  that  the  flame  being  fed  by  the  close  timber  and 
wooden  palisades,  went  on  and  spread  into^ q,ll  gn^tite^. 
The  Latins,  having  nothing  ready  To  Keep' it  off  or  extin- 
guish it,  when  the  camp  was  now  almost  full  of  fire,  were 
driven  back  within  a  very  small  compass,  and  at  last  forced 
by  necessity  to  come  into  their  enemy's  hands,  who  stood 
before  the  works  ready  armed  and  prepared  to  receive 
them ;  of  these  very  few  escaped,  while  those  that  stayed 
in  the  camp  were  all  a  prey  to  the  fire,  until  the  Romans, 
to  gain  the  pillage,  extinguishedJLt. 

TEese' things  performed,  Camillus,  leaving  his  son  Lucius 
in  the  camp  to  guard  the  prisoners  and  secure  the  booty, 
passed  into  the  enemy's  country,  where,  having  taken  the 
city  of  the  ^quians  and  reduced  the  yo|scia"g  "bfdji 
ence,  he  then  immediately  led  his  army  to  Sutriuni,  not 
having  heard  what  had  befallen  the  Sutrians,  but  making 
haste  to  assist  them,  as  if  they  were  still  in  danger  and  bo- 
sieged  by  the  Tuscans.  They,  however,  had  already  sur- 
rendered their  city  to  their  enemies,  and  destitute  of  all 
things,  with  nothing  left  but  their  clothes,  met  Camillus  on 
the  way,  leading  their  wives  and  children,  and  bewailhig 
their  misfortune.  Camillus  himself  was  struck  with  com- 
passion, and  perceiving  the  soldiers  weeping,  and  commis- 
erating their  case,  while  the  Sutrians  hung  about  and  clung 
to  them,  resolved  not  to  defer  revenge,  but  that  very  day 
to  lead  his  army  to  Sutrium  ;  conjecturing  that  the  enemy, 
having  just  taken  a  rich  and  plentiful  city,  without  an 
enemy  left  within  it,  nor  any  from  without  to  be  expected, 
would  be  found  abandoned  to  enjoyment  and  unguarded. 
Neither  did  his  opinion  fail  him ;  he  not  only  passed 
through  their  country  without  discovery,  but  came  up  to 
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their  very  gates  and  possessed  himself  of  the  walls,  not  a 
man  being  left  to  guard  them,  but  their  whole  army  scat- 
tered about  in  the  houses,  drinking  and  making  meri-y. 
Nay,  when  at  last  they  did  perceive  that  the  enemy  liad 
seized  the  city,  they  were  so  overloaded  with  meat  and 
wine,  that  few  were  able  so  much  as  to  endeavor  to  escape, 
but  either  waited  shamefully  for  their  death  within  doors, 
or  surrendered  themselves  to  the  conqueror.  Thus  the  city 
of  the  Sutrians  was  twice  taken  in  one  day ;  and  they  who 
were  in  possession  lost  it,  and  they  who  had  lost  regained 
it,  alike  by  the  means  of  Camillus.  For  all  which  actions 
he  received  a  triumph,  which  brought  him  no  less  honor 
and  reputation  than  the  two  former  ones  ;  for  those  citizens 
who  before  most  regarded  him  with  an  evil  eye,  and  as- 
cribed his  successes  to  a  certain  luck  rather  than  real  merit, 
were  compelled  by  these  last  acts  of  his  to  allow  the  whole 
honor  to  his  great  abilities  and  energy. 

Of  aU  the  adversaries  and  enviers  of  his  glory,  Marcus 
Manlius  was_  the  most  distinguished,^  he  who  first  drove 
back  the  Gauls  when  they  made  their  night  attach' iipoiTEhe 
Capitol,  and  who  for  that  reason  had  been  named  Capi- 
tolinus.  This  man,  affecting  the  first  place  in  the  com- 
monwealth, and  not  able  by  noble  ways  to  outdo  Camillus's 
reputation,  took  that  ordinary  course  towards  usurpation 
of  absolute  power,  namely,  to  gain  the  multitude,  those  of 
them  especially  that  were  in  debt;  defending  some  by 
pleading  their  causes  against  their  creditors,  rescuing  others 
by  force,  and  not  suffering  the  law  to  proceed  against 
them ;  insomuch  that  in  a  short  time  he  got  great  numbers 
of  indigent  people  about  him,  whose  tumults  and  uproars 
in  the  forum  struck  terror  into  the  principal  citizens. 
After  that  Quintius  Capitolinus,  who  was  made  dictator  to 
suppress  these  disorders,  had  committed  Manlius  to  prison, 
the  people  immediately  changed  their  apparel,  a  thing 
never  done  but  in  great  and  public  calamities,  and  the 
senate,  fearing  some  tumult,  ordered  him  to  be  released. 
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He,  however,  when  set  at  liberty,  changed  not  his  course, 
buTwas  rather  the  more  insolent  in  his  proceedings,  filling 
the  whole  city  with  faction  and  8editiQa.._JQiey  chose^ 
therefore,  Camillus  again  military  tribujae ;  and  a  day 
being  appointed  for  Manlius  to  answer  to  his  charge,  the 
prospect  from  the  place  where  his  trial  was  held  proved  a 
great  impediment  to  his  accusers,  for  the  very  spot  where 
jManlius  by  night  fought  with  the  Gauls  overlooked  the 
forum  from  the  Capitol,  so  that,  stretching  forth  his  hands 
that  way,  and  weeping,  he  called  to  their  remembrance  his 
past  actions,  raising  compassion  in  all  that  beheld  him. 
Insomuch  that  the  judges  were  at  a  loss  whfjt  to  do,  and 
several  times  adjourned  the  trial,  unwilling  to  acquit  him 
of  the  crime,  which  was  sufficiently  proved,  and  yet  un- 
able to  execute  the  law  while  his  noble  action  remained,  as 
it  were,  before  their  eyes.  Camillus,  considering  this, 
transferred  the  court  outside  the  gate  to  the  Peteline 
Grove,  from  whence  there  is  no  prospect  of  the  Capitol. 
Here  his  accuser  went  on  with  his  charge,  and  his  judges 
were  capable  of  remembering  and  duly  resenting  his  guiltj 
deeds.  He  was  convicted,  carried  to  the  Capitol,  and  flung 
headlong  from  the  rock ;  so  that  one  and  the  same  spot 
was  thus  the  witness  of  his  greatest  glory,  and  monument 
of  his  most  unfortunate  end.  The  Romans,  besides,  razed 
his  house,  and  built  there  a  temple  to  the  goddess  they  call 
Moneta,  ordaining  for  the  future  that  none  of  the  patrician 
order  should  ever  dwell  on  the  Capitoline. 

AnH  now  Camillus,  being  called  to  his  sixth  tribuneship, 
desired  to  be  excused,  as  being  aged,  ai7i1  pgrhaps 
fearful  of  the  malice  of  fortune,  and  thn&e.  ravarses  Avhicb 
seem  to  ensue  upon  great  proiiperity,  -  Bljt  the  most  ap- 
parent pretence  was  the  weakness  of  hi§  l^gdy,  for  he  hap- 
pened at  that  time  to  be  sick  ;  the  people,  however,  would 
admit  of  no  excuses,  but,  crying  that  they' wanted  not  WS 
strength  for  horse  or  for  foot  service,  but  only  his  counsel 
and  conduct,  constrained  him  to  undertake  the  command, 
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end  with  one  of  his  fellow-tribunes  to  lead  the  army  im- 
mediately against  the  enemy.  These  werejhe.  Prgenestines 
and  Volscians,  who,  with  large ^lorees,  v/ere  laying  waste 
tte  f errTEoiy  the  ]BLQ;nan^  confederates^  Having  marched 
out  with  his  army,  he  sat  down  and  encamped  near  the 
enemy,  meaning  himself  to  protract  the  war,  or  if  there 
should  come  any  necessity  or  occasion  of  fighting,  in  the 
mean  time  to  regain  his  strength.  But  Lucius  Furius,  his 
colleague,  carried  away  with  the  desire  of  glory,  was  not 
to  be  held  in,  but,  impatient  to  give  battle,  inflamed  the 
inferior  officers  of  the  army  with  the  same  eagerness ;  so 
that  Camillus,  fearing  he  might  seem  out  of  envy  to  be 
wishing  to  rob  the  young  men  of  the  glory  of  a  noble  ex- 
ploit, consented,  though  unwillingly,  that  he  should  draw 
out  the  forces,  whilst  himself,  by  reason  of  weakness, 
stayed  behind  with  a  few  in  the  camp.  Lucius,  engaging 
rasiily,  was  discomfited,  when  Camillus,  perceiving  the 
Romans  to  give  ground  and  fly,  could  not  contain  himself, 
but,  leaping  from  his  bed,  with  those  he  had  about  him  ran 
to  meet  them  at  the  gates  of  the  camp,  making  his  way 
through  the  flyers  to  oppose  the  pursuers ;  so  that  those 
who  had  got  within  the  camp  turned  back  at  once  and 
followed  him,  and  those  that  came  flying  fi-om  witliout 
made  head  again  and  gathered  about  him,  exhorting  one 
another  not  to  forsake  their  general.  Thus  the  enemy,  for 
that  time,  was  stopped  in  his  pursuit.  The  next  day 
Camillus,  drawing  out  his  forces  and  joining  battle  with 
them,  overthrew  them  by  main  force,  and,  following  close 
upon  them,  entered  pell-mell  with  them  into  their  camp, 
and  took  it,  slaying  the  greatest  part  of  them.  After- 
wards, having  heard  that  the  city  Satricum  was  taken  by 
the  Tuscans,  and  the  inhabitants,  all  Romans,  put  to  the 
sword,  he  sent  home  to  Rome  the  main  body  of  his  forces 
and  heaviest-armed,  and  taking  Avith  him  the  lightest  and 
most  vigorous  soldiers,  set  suddenly  upon  the  Tuscans,  who 
were  in  the  possession  of  the  city,  and  mastered  them, 
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sl.aying  some  and  expelling  the  rest ;  and  so,  returning  to 
Rome  with  great  spoils,  gave  signal  evidence  of  their  supe- 
rior wisdom,  who,  not  mistrusting  the  weakness  and  age  of 
a  commander  endued  with  courage  and  conduct,  had  rather 
chosen  him  who  was  sickly  and  desirous  to  be  excused, 
than  younger  men  who  were  forward  and  ambitious  to 
command. 

When,  therefore^h^^  ixf.-tlie-Tu3C»lRn»-aaaj:eport. 
ed,~EEeygave  Camillus  the  charge  of.  rednniingf  tltam,  cbooc- 
ing  one  of  his  five  colleagues  tQ.go.  with^Jbliii^  •^"'^  when 
every  one  was  eager  for  the  place,  contrary  to  the  expecta- 
tion of  all,  he  passed  by  the  rest  and  chose  Lucius  Furius, 
the  very  same  man  who  lately,  against  the  judgment  of 
Camillus,  had  rashly  hazarded  and  nearly  lost  a  battle; 
willing,  as  it  should  seem,  to  dissemble  that  miscarriage, 
and  free  him  from  the  shame  of  it.  The  Tusculans,  hearing 
of  Camillus's  coming  against  them,  made  a  cunning  attempt 
at  revoking  their  act  of  revolt ;  their  fields,  as  in  times  of 
highest  peace,  were  full  of  ploughmen  and  shepherds ;  their 
gates  stood  wide  open,  and  their  children  were  being  taught 
in  the  schools ;  of  the  people,  such  as  were  tradesmen,  he 
found  in  their  workshops,  busied  about  their  several  em- 
ployments, and  the  better  sort  of  citizens  walking  in  the 
public  places  in  their  ordinary  dress  ;  the  magistrates  hur- 
ried  about  to  provide  quarters  for  the  Romans,  as  if  they 
stood  in  fear  of  no  danger  and  were  conscious  of  no  fault. 
Which  arts,  though  they  could  not  dispossess  Camillus  of 
the  conviction  he  had  of  their  treason,  yet  induced  some 
compassion  for  their  repentance ;  he  commanded  thera  to 
go  to  the  senate  and  deprecate  their  anger,  and  joined  him- 
self as  an  intercessor  in  their  behalf,  so  that  their  city  was 
acquitted  of  all  guilt  and  admitted  to  Roman  citizenship. 
These  were  the  most  memorable  actions  of  his  sixth 
tribuneship. 

yVfter  these  tilings,  Licinius  Stolo  raised  a  great 
uedition  in  the  city,  and  brought  the  peojjle  to  dissension 
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with  the  senate,  contending,  that  of  two  consuls  one  should 
be  chosen  out  of  the  commons,  and  not  both  out  of  the 
patricians.  Tribunes  of  the  people  were  chosen,  but  the 
election  of  consuls  was  interrupted  and  prevented  by  the 
people.  And  as  this  absence  of  any  supreme  magistrate  was 
leading  to  yet  further  confusion,  Camillus  was  the  fourth 
time3eai^^ctaifliJ,>jLjJi^^  agaio&t  the  peo- 

_£l^^_^ill,_^rid  not jil together  in  accpr^nce  ,,\\'ith  his  own  ; 
he  had  little  desire  for  a  conflict  witli  men  whose  past 
services  entitled  them  to  tell  him  that  he  had  achieved  far 
greater  actions  in  war  along  witli  them  than  in  politics 
with  the  patricians,  who,  indeed,  had  only  put  him  forward 
now  out  of  envy ;  that,  if  successful,  he  might  crush  the 
people,  or  failing,  be  crushed  himself.  However,  to  pro- 
vide as  good  a  remedy  as  he  could  for  the  present,  knowing 
the  day  on  which  the  tribunes  of  the  people  intended  to 
prefer  the  law,  he  appointed  it  by  proclamation  for  a  gen- 
eral muster,  and  called  the  people  from  the  forum  into  the 
Campus,  threatening  to  set  heavy  fines  upon  such  as  should 
not  obey.  On  the  other  side,  the  tribunes  of  the  people 
met  his  threats  by  solemnly  protesting  they  would  fine  him 
in  fifty  thousand  drachmas  of  silver,  if  he  persisted  in  ob- 
structing the  people  from  giving  their  sufi:rages  for  the  law. 
Whether  it  were,  then,  that  he  feared  another  banishment 
or  condemnation,  which  would  ill  become  his  age  and  past 
great  actions,  or  found  himself  unable  to  stem  the  current 
of  the  multitude,  which  ran  strong  and  violent,  he  betook 
himself,  for  the  present,  to  his  house,  and  afterwards,  for 
some  days  together  professing  sickness,  finall}'^  laid  down 
his  dictatorship.  The  senate  created  another  dictator  ; 
vho,  choosing  Stolo,  leader  of  the  sedition,  to  be  his  general 
of  horse,  suffered  that  law  to  be  enacted  and  ratified,  which 
was  most  grievous  to  the  patricians,  namely,  that  no  person 
whatsoever  should  possess  above  five  hundred  acres  of 
land.  Stolo  was  much  distinguished  by  the  victory  he  had 
gained ;  but,  not  long  after,  was  found  hitnself  to  possess 
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slaying  some  and  expelling  the  rest ;  and  so,  returning  to 
Rome  with  great  spoils,  gave  signal  evidence  of  their  supe- 
rior  wisdom,  who,  not  mistrusting  the  weakness  and  age  of 
a  commander  endued  with  courage  and  conduct,  had  rather 
chosen  him  who  was  sickly  and  desirous  to  be  excused, 
than  younger  men  who  were  forward  and  ambitious  to 
command. 

WheivtherefOTe^J]^ 
ediTEey  gave  Camillus  the  charge  oJLi:£dui?ing  tham,chooc- 
ing-one  of  his  five  colleagues  iQ,gD.  witliJ^lHlt  -'^"^ 
every  one  was  eager  for  the  place,  contrary  to  the  expecta- 
tion of  all,  he  passed  by  the  rest  and  chose  Lucius  Furius, 
the  very  same  man  who  lately,  against  the  judgment  of 
Camillus,  had  rashly  hazarded  and  nearly  lost  a  battle; 
willing,  as  it  should  seem,  to  dissemble  that  miscarriage, 
and  free  him  from  the  shame  of  it.  The  Tusculans,  hearing 
of  Camillus's  coming  against  them,  made  a  cunning  attempt 
at  revoking  their  act  of  revolt ;  their  fields,  as  in  times  of 
highest  peace,  were  full  of  ploughmen  and  shepherds ;  their 
gates  stood  wide  open,  and  their  children  were  being  taught 
in  the  schools ;  of  the  people,  such  as  were  tradesmen,  he 
found  in  their  workshops,  busied  about  their  several  em- 
ployments, and  the  better  sort  of  citizens  walking  in  the 
public  places  in  their  ordinary  dress  ;  the  magistrates  hur- 
ried about  to  provide  quarters  for  the  Romans,  as  if  they 
,stood  in  fear  of  no  danger  and  were  conscious  of  no  fault. 
Which  arts,  though  they  could  not  dispossess  Camillus  of 
the  conviction  he  had  of  their  treason,  yet  induced  some 
compassion  for  their  repentance ;  he  commanded  them  to 
go  to  the  senate  and  deprecate  their  anger,  and  joined  him- 
self as  an  intercessor  in  their  behalf,  so  that  their  city  was 
acquitted  of  all  guilt  and  admitted  to  Roman  citizenship. 
These  were  the  most  memorable  actions  of  his  sixth 
tribuneship. 

After  these  things,  Licinius  Stolo  raised  a  great 
sedition  in  the  city,  and  brought  the  people  to  dissension 
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with  the  senate,  contending,  that  of  two  consuls  one  should 
be  chosen  out  of  the  commons,  and  not  both  out  of  the 
patricians.  Tribunes  of  the  people  were  chosen,  but  the 
election  of  consuls  was  interrupted  and  prevented  by  the 
people.  And  as  this  absence  of  any  supreme  magistrate  was 
leading  to  yet  further  confusion,  Camillus  was  the  fourth 
time  creatig(]..,dlr.t.a.tj3r,  .by,,  tliP.  ,>SPi3.aatiS«.SQxely  .agaiii&t  ^e.  peo- 
_gle's ji\'ill,  ju|d  not  altogether  ig  jacpord.nnce  with  his  own  ; 
he  had  little  desire  for  a  conflict  witli  men  whose  past 
services  entitled  them  to  tell  him  that  he  had  achieved  far 
greater  actions  in  war  along  witli  them  than  in  politics 
with  the  patricians,  who,  indeed,  had  only  put  liim  forward 
now  out  of  envy ;  that,  if  successful,  he  might  crush  the 
people,  or  failing,  be  crushed  himself.  However,  to  pro- 
vide as  good  a  remedy  as  lie  could  for  the  present,  knowing 
the  day  on  which  the  tribunes  of  the  people  intended  to 
prefer  the  law,  he  appointed  it  by  proclamation  for  a  gen- 
eral muster,  and  called  the  people  from  the  forum  into  the 
Campus,  threatening  to  set  heavy  fines  upon  such  as  sliould 
not  obey.  On  the  other  side,  tlie  tribunes  of  the  people 
met  his  threats  by  solemnly  protesting  they  would  fine  him 
in  fifty  thousand  draclnnas  of  silver,  if  he  persisted  in  ob- 
structing the  people  from  giving  their  suffrages  for  the  law. 
Whether  it  were,  then,  that  he  feared  another  banishment 
or  condemnation,  which  would  ill  become  his  age  and  past 
great  actions,  or  found  himself  unable  to  stem  the  current 
of  the  multitude,  which  ran  strong  and  violent,  he  betook 
himself,  for  the  present,  to  his  house,  and  afterwards,  for 
some  days  together  professing  sickness,  finally  laid  down 
his  dictatorship.  The  senate  created  another  dictator  ; 
vho,  choosing  Stolo,  leader  of  the  sedition,  to  be  his  general 
of  horse,  suffered  that  law  to  be  enacted  and  ratified,  which 
was  most  grievous  to  the  patricians,  namely,  that  no  person 
whatsoever  should  possess  above  five  hundred  acres  of 
land.  Stolo  was  much  distinguished  by  the  victory  he  had 
gained ;  but,  not  long  after,  was  found  hitnself  to  possess 
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more  than  he  had  allowed  to  others,  and  suffered  the  pen 
alties  of  his  own  law. 

And  now  the  contention  about  election  of  consuls  coming 
on  (which  was  the  main  point  and  original  cause  of  the 
dissension,  and  had  throughout  furnished  most  matter  of 
division  between  the  senate  and  the  people),  certain  intelli. 
gence  arrived,  that  the  Gauls  again,  proceeding  from  the 
Adriatic  Sea,  were  marching  in  vast  numbers  upon  Rome. 
On  the  very  heels  of  the  report  followed  manifest  acts  also 
of  hostility ;  the  country  through  which  they  marched  was 
all  wasted,  and  such  as  by  flight  could  not  make  their 
escape  to  Rome  were  dispersing  and  scattering  among  the 
mountains.  The  terror  of  this  war  quieted  the  sedition : 
nobles  and  confifnons,  senate  and  pp"p]fi  try;;;*"^^"'' 
mttTTSly  choser'Cstmffins  the  fifth  time,dictator;  who,  though 
very  aged,  not  wanting  much  of  fourscore  years,  yetjj^on.' 
sidering  the  danger  and  necessity  of.liisxo.unlry.,_did. not, 
as  before,  pretend  sickness,  or  depreciate  bis  own  capg^city, 
but  at  once  undertook  the  charggj^and  enrollgd  soldiers. 
And,  knowing  that  the  great  force  of  the  barbarian_s^y 
cin'efly  in  their  swords,  with  which  they  laid  about  them 
in  a  rude  and  inartificial  mann^Ta^^g_aiidiiewing  the" 
head  and  shoulders,  he  caused  head-pieces  entire  of  iron  to 
be  made  for  most  of  his  men,  smoothing  and  polishing  jjie 
outside,  that  the  enemy's  swords,  .lighting  upon  them, 
might  either  slide  oft"  or  be  broken  ;  and  fitted  also  their 
shields  with  a  little  rim  of  brass,  the  wood  itself  not  being 
sufiicient  to  bear  off  the  blows.  Besides,  he  taught  his 
soldiers  to  use  their  long  javelins  in  close  encounter,  and, 
by  bringing  them  under  their  enemy's  swords,  to  receive 
their  strokes  upon  them. 

When  the  Gauls  drew  near,  about  the  river  Anio,  drag- 
ging a  heavy  camp  after  them,  and  loaded  with  infinite 
spoil,  Camillus  drew  forth  his  forces,  and  planted  himself 
upon  a  hill  of  easy  ascent,  and  which  had  many  dips  in  it, 
with  the  object  that  the  greatest  part  of  his  army  might 
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lie  concealed,  and  those  who  appeared  might  he  thought 
to  have  betaken  themselves,  through  fear,  to  those  upper 
grounds.  And  the  more  to  increase  this  opinion  in  them, 
he  suffered  them,  without  any  disturbance,  to  spoil  and 
pillage  even  to  his  very  trenches,  keeping  himself  quiet 
within  his  works,  which  were  well  fortified ;  till,  at  last, 
perceiving  that  part  of  the  enemy  were  scattered  about  the 
country  foraging,  and  that  those  that  were  in  the  camp 
did  nothing  day  and  night  but  drink  and  revel,  in  the 
night-time  he  drew  up  his  lightest-armed  men,  and  sent 
tliem  out  before  to  impede  the  enemy  while  forming  into 
order,  and  to  harass  them  when  they  should  first  issue  out 
of  their  camp ;  and  early  in  the  morning  brought  down  his 
main  body,  aiid  set  them  in  battle  array  in  the  lower 
grounds,  a  numerous  and  courageous  army,  not,  as  the 
barbarians  had  supposed,  an  inconsiderable  and  fearful 
division.  The  first  thing  that  shook  the  courage  of  the 
Gauls  was,  that  their  enemies  had,  contrary  to  their  ex- 
pectation,  the  honor  of  being  aggressors.  In  the  next 
place,  the  light-armed  men,  falling  upon  them  before  they 
could  get  into  their  usual  order  or  range  themselves  in 
their  proper  squadrons,  so  disturbed  and  pressed  upon 
them,  that  they  were  obliged  to  fight  at  random,  without 
any  order  at  all.  But  at  last,  when  Camillus  brought  on 
his  heavy-armed  legions,  the  barbarians,  with  their  swords 
drawn,  went  vigorously  to  engage  them  ;  the  Romans, 
however,  opposing  tlieir  javelins  and  receiving  the  force  of 
their  blows  on  those  parts  of  their  defences  which  were 
well  guarded  with  steel,  turned  the  edge  of  their  weapons, 
l)eing  made  of  soft  and  ill-tempered  metal,  so  that  their 
swords  bent  and  doubled  up  in  their  hands ;  and  their 
shields  were  pierced  through  and  through,  and  grew  heavy 
with  the  javelins  that  stuck  upon  them.  And  thus  forced 
to  quit  their  own  weapons,  they  endeavored  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  those  of  their  enemies,  laid  hold  of  the  javelins 
with  their  hands,  and  tried  to  pluck  them  •■way.   But  the 
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Romans,  perceiving  them  now  naked  and  defenceless,  be- 
took themselves  to  their  swords,  which  they  so  well  used, 
that  in  a  little  time  great  slaughter  was  made  in  the  fore- 
most ranks,  while  the  rest  fled  over  all  parts  of  the  level 
country ;  the  hills  and  upper  grounds  Camillus  had  secured 
beforehand,  and  their  camp  they  knew  it  would  not  be 
dilBcult  for  the  enemy  to  take,  as,  through  confidence  of 
victory,  they  had  left  it  unguarded.  This  flght,  it  is  stated, 
was  thirteen  years  after  the  sacking  of  Rome  ;  and  from 
henceforward  the  Romans  took  courage,  and  surmounted 
the  apprehensions  they  had  hitherto  entertained  of  the  bar- 
barians,  whose  previous  defeat  they  had  attributed  ratber 
to  pestilence  and  a  concurrence  of  mischances  than  to  their 
own  superior  valor.  And,  indeed,  this  fear  had  been  for- 
merly so  great  that  they  made  a  law,  that  priests  sbould 
be  excused  from  service  in  war,  unless  in  an  invasion  from 
the  Gaul. 

This  was  the  last  military  action  that  ever  Camillus  per- 
formed ;  for  the  voluntary  surrender  of  the  city  of  the  Yeli- 
trani  was  but  a  mere  accessory  to  it.  But  the.greatest  of 
all  civil  contests,  tind  . the, hardest  to  be  managed, ^as  stHl 
to  be  fought  out  against  the  people,;  -.who,  returning-  home 
full  of  victory  and  success,Jnsistedj  contrary  to  establisbed 
law,  to  have  one  of  the  consuls  chqseri  out  of,  their  _03Ui 
body.  The  senate  strongly  opposed  it,  and  would  not  suf- 
fer Camillus  to  lay  down  his  dictatorship,  thinking  tbat, 
under  the  shelter  of  his  great  name  and  authority,  they 
should  be  better  able  to  contend  for  the  power  of  his  aristoc- 
racy. But  when  Camillus  was  sitting  upon  the  tribunal, 
despatching  public  affairs,  an  oflBcer,  sent  by  the  tribunes 
of  the  people,  commanded  him  to  rise  and  follow  him,  lay- 
ing his  hand  upon  him,  as  ready  to  seize  and  carry  bim 
away  ;  upon  which,  such  a  noise  and  tumult  as  was  never 
heard  before  filled  the  whole  forum  ;  some  that  were  about 
Camillus  thrusting  the  officer  from  the  bench,  and  themul- 
titude  below  calling  out  to  him  to  bring  Camillus  down 
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Being  at  a  loss  what  to  do  In  these  difiBculties,  he  yet  laid 
not  down  his  authority,  but,  taking  the  senators  along  Avith 
him,  he  went  to  the  senate-house ;  but  before  he  entered, 
besought  the  gods  that  they  would  bring  these  troubles  to 
a  happy  conclusion,  solemnly  vowing,  when  the  tumult 
was  ended,  to  build  a  temple  to  Concord.  A  great  conflict 
of  opposite  opinions  arose  in  the  senate j  but,  at  last,  the 
mdsTinoderate  andnipst  acceptable  to  the  people  prevailed, 
arid' consent  wS'  given,  that  of  two  consuls,  one  should  be 
sEbsen  from  the  commonalty.  „When  the  dictator  pro- 
claimed tliis  determination  of  the  senate  to  the  people,  at 
the  moment  pleased  and  reconciled  with  the  senate,  as 
indeed  could  not  otherwise  be,  they  accompanied  Camillus 
home,  with  all  expressions  and  acclamations  of  joy;  and 
tK§"fiext  dayj  assembling  together,  they  voted  a  temple  of 
Concord  to-  bfr  built,  according  to  Ca,millus^s  vow,  facing 
the  assembly  and  the  Tbrum7 and  to  the  feasts,  called  the 
Latin  holidays,  they  added  one  day  more,  making  four  in 
all ;  and  ordained  that,  on  the  present  occasion,  the  whole 
people  of  Rome  should  sacrifice  with  garlands  on  their 
heads. 

In  the  election  of  consuls  held  by  Camillus,  Marcus 
iEmilius  was  chosen  of  the  patricians,  and  Lucius  Sextius 
the  first  of  the  commonalty ;  and  this  was  the  last  of  all 
Camillus's  actions.  In  the  year  following,  a  pestilential 
sickness  infected  Rome,  which,  besides  an  infinite  number 
of  the  common  people,  swept  away  most  of  the  magistrates, 
among  whom  was  Camillus  ;  whose  death  cannot  be  called 
immature,  if  we  consider  his  great  age,  or  greater  actions, 
yet  was  he  more  lamented  than  all  the  rest  put  together 
that  then  died  of  that  distemper- 
19 
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C^SAB  once,  seeing  some  wealthy  strangers  at  Rome, 
carrying  up  and  down  with  them  in  their  arms  and  bosoms 
young  puppy-dogs  and  monkeys,  embracing  and  making 
much  of  them,  took  occasion  not  unnaturally  to  ask  whether 
the  women  in  their  country  were  not  used  to  bear  children; 
by  that  princelike  reprimand  gravely  reflecting  upon  per- 
sons  who  spend  and  lavish  upon  brute  beasts  that  affection 
and  kindness  which  nature  has  implanted  in  us  to  be  be- 
stowed on  those  of  our  own  kind.  With  like  reason  may 
we  blame  those  who  misuse  that  love  of  inquiry  and  ob- 
servation which  nature  has  implanted  in  our  souls,  by  ex- 
pending  it  on  objects  unworthy  of  the  attention  either  of 
their  eyes  or  their  ears,  while  they  disregard  such  as  are 
excellent  in  themselves,  and  would  do  them  good. 

The  mere  outward  sense,  being  passive  in  responding  to 
the  impression  of  the  objects  that  come  in  its  way  and 
strike  upon  it,  perhaps  cannot  help  entertaining  and  taking 
notice  of  everything  that  addresses  it,  be  it  what  it  will, 
useful  or  unuseful ;  but,  in  the  exercise  of  his  mental  per- 
ception, every  man,  if  he  chooses,  has  a  natural  power  to 
turn  himself  upon  all  occasions,  and  to  change  and  shift 
with  the  greatest  ease  to  what  he  shall  himself  judge  desir- 
ftble.  So  that  it  becomes  a  man's  duty  to  pursue  and  make 
after  the  best  and  choicest  of  everything,  that  he  may  not 
only  employ  his  contemplation,  but  may  also  be  improved 
by  it.  For  as  that  color  is  most  suitable  to  the  eye  whose 
freshness  and  pleasantness  stimulates  and  strengthens  the 
sight,  so  a  man  ought  to  apply  his  intnllectual  perception 
to  such  objects  as,  with  the  sense  of  delight,  are  apt  to 
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a»Il  ft  forth,  and  allure  it  to  Its  own  proper  good  and 
advantage. 

Such  objects  we  find  in  the  acts  of  virtue,  which  also  pro 
duce  in  the  minds  of  mere  readers  about  them  an  emula- 
tion and  eagerness  that  may  lead  them  on  to  imitation.  In 
other  things  there  does  not  immediately  follow  upon  the 
admiration  and  liking  of  the  thing  done,  any  strong  desire 
of  doing  the  like.  Nay,  many  times,  on  the  very  contrary, 
when  we  are  pleased  with  the  work,  we  slight  and  set  little 
by  the  workman  or  artist  himself,  as,  for  instance,  in  per- 
fumes  and  purple  dyes,  we  are  taken  with  the  things  them- 
selves well  enough,  but  do  not  think  dyers  and  perfumers 
otherwise  than  low  and  sordid  people.  It  was  not  said 
amiss  by  Antisthenes,  when  people  told  him  that  one  Isme- 
nias  was  an  excellent  piper.  "  It  may  be  so,"  said  he,  "  but 
he  is  but  a  wretched  human  being,  otherwise  he  would  not 
have  been  an  excellent  piper."  And  king  Philip,  to  the 
same  purpose,  told  his  son  Alexander,  who  once  at  a 
merry-meeting  played  a  piece  of  music  charmingly  and 
skilfully,  "  Are  you  not  ashamed,  son,  to  play  so  well  ?  " 
For  it  is  enough  for  a  king  or  prince  to  find  leisure  some- 
times to  hear  others  sing,  and  he  does  the  musee  quite 
honor  enough  when  he  pleases  to  be  but  present,  while 
others  engage  in  such  exercises  and  trials  of  skill. 

He  who  busies  himself  in  mean  occupations  produces,  in 
the  very  pains  he  takes  about  things  of  little  or  no  use,  an 
evidence  against  himself  of  his  negligence  and  indisposition 
to  what  is  really  good.  Nor  did  any  generous  and  ingenuous 
young  man,  at  the  sight  of  the  statue  of  Jupiter  at  Pisa,  ever 
desire  to  be  a  Phidias,  or  on  seeing  that  of  Juno  at  Argos, 
long  to  be  a  Polycletus,  or  feel  induced  by  his  pleasure  in 
their  poems  to  wish  to  be  an  Anacreon  or  Philetas  or  Archi- 
lochus.  ITor  it  does  not  necessarily  follow,  that,  if  a  piece 
work  please  for  its  gracefulness,  therefore  be  that 
wrcsght  it  deserves  our  admiration.  WhencJe  it  is  that 
neither  do  such  things  really  profit  or  advantage  the  b©^ 
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holders,  upon  the  sight  of  ^yhich  no  zeal  arises  lor  tne  irai. 
tatioii  of  them,  nor  any  impulse  or  incUnation,  which  nuiy 
prompt  any  desire  or  endeavor  of  doing  the  like.  But 
virtue,  by  the  bare  statement  of  its  actions,  can  so  affnct 
men's  minds  as  to  crieate  at  once  both  admiration  of  tlie 
things  done  and  desire  to  imitate  the  doers  of  them.  The 
goods  of  fortune  we  would  possess  and  would  enjoy ;  those  oi 
virtue  we  long  to  practise  and  exercise ;  we  are  content  to 
receive  the  former  from  others,  the  latter  we  wish  others  to 
experience  from  us.  Moral  good  is  a  practical  stimulus; 
it  is  no  sooner  seen,  than  it  inspires  an  impulse  to  practice; 
and  influences  the  mind  and  character  not  by  a  mere  imita- 
tion which  we  look  at,  but  by  the  statement  of  the  fact, 
creates  a  moral  purpose  which  we  form. 

And  so  we  have  thought  fit  to  spend  our  time  and  pains 
in  writing  of  the  lives  of  famous  persons ;  and  have  com- 
posed this  tenth  book  upon  that  subject,  containing  the  life 
of  Pericles,  and  that  of  Fabius  Maxiraus,  who  carried  on 
the  war  against  Hannibal,  men  alike,  as  in  their  other  virtues 
and  good  parts,  so  especially  in  their  mild  and  upright 
temper  and  demeanor,  and  in  that  capacity  to  bear  the  cross- 
grained  humors  of  their  fellow-citizens  and  colleagues  in 
office  which  made  them  both  most  useful  and  serviceable 
to  the  interests  of  their  countries.  Whether  we  take  a 
right  aim  at  our  intended  purpose,  it  is  left  to  the  reader  to 
judge  by  what  he  shall  here  find. 

Pericles  was  of  the  tribe  Acamantis,  and  the  township 
Cholargus,  of  the  noblest  birth  both  on  his  father's  and 
mother's  side.  Xanthippus,  his  father,  who  defeated  the 
king  of  Persia's  generals  in  the  battle  at  Mycale,  took  to 
wife  Agariste,  the  grandchild  of  Clisthenes,  who  drove  out 
the  sons  of  Pisistratus,  and  nobly  put  an  end  to  their  tyran- 
nical  usurpation,  and,  moreover,  made  a  body  of  laws, 
and  settled  a  model  of  government  admirably  tempered  a%3r 
enifced  for  the  harmony  and  safety  of  the  people. 

ilLi  mother,  being  near  her  ume.  fancied  in  a  dream  thai 
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she  was  brought  to  bed  of  a  lion,  and  a  few  days  after  was 

delivered  of  Pericles,  in  other  respects  perfectly  formed, 

only  his  head  was  somewhat  longish  and  out  of  proportion. 

For  which  reason  almost  all  the  images  and  statues  that 

were  made  of  him  have  the  head  covered  with  a  helmet,  the 

workmen  apparently  being  willing  not  to  expose  him.  The 

poets  of  Athens  called  him  Schinocephalos,  or  squill-head, 

from  schinos,  a  squill,  or  sea-onion.    One  of  the  comic  poets, 

Cratinus,  in  the  Chirons,  tells  us  that — 

Old  Cbronos  once  took  queen  SediUoa  to  wite : 
Whlotk  two  brought  to  lile 
That  tyrant  far-fame(i, 

Whom  the  gods  the  supreme  skull-compellei  have  named  |  ^ 

And,  in  the  Nemesis,  addresses  him — 

Come,  Jove,  thou  <iead  of  Gods. 

And  a  second,  Teleclides,  says,  that  now,  in  embarrassment 
with  political  difticulties,  he  sits  In  the  city — 

Fainting  underneath  the  load 
Ot  bis  own  head :  and  now  abroad 
From  his  huge  gallery  of  a  pate 
Bends  forth  trouble  to  the  state. 

And  a  third,  Eupolis,  in  the  comedy  called  the  Demi,  in  a 
series  of  questions  about  each  of  the  demagogues,  whom  he 
makes  in  the  play  to  come  up  Zxom  hell,  upon  Pericles 
being  named  last,  exclaims— 

And  here  by  way  of  summary,  now  we've  done, 
Behold,  in  brief,  the  heads  of  all  in  one. 

The  master  that  taught  him  music,  most  authors  ai-e 
agreed,  was  Damon  (whose  name,  they  say,  ought  to  be  prO" 
nounced  with  the  first  syllable  short).  Though  Aristotle 
tells  us  that  he  was  thoroughly  practised  in  all  accomplish- 
ments of  this  kind  by  Pythoclides.  Damon,  it  is  not  un- 
likely,  being  a  sophist,  out  of  policy,  sheltered  himself 
under  the  profession  of  music  to  conceal  from  people  in 
general  his  skill  in  other  things,  and  under  this  pretence 
attended  Pericles,  the  young  athlete  of  politics,  so  to  say, 
as  his  training-master  in  these  exercises.    Damon's  lyre, 
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however,  did  not  prove  altogether  a  successful  blind;  he 
was  banished  the  country  by  ostracism  for  ten  years,  as  a 
dangerous  intermeddler  and  ix  favorer  of  arbitrary  power, 
and,  by  this  means,  gave  the  stage  occasion  to  play  upon 
him.  As,  for  instance,  Plato,  the  comic  poet,  introduces  a 
character,  who  questions  him — 

Tell  me,  if  you  please, 
Since  you're  the  Chiron  who  taught  Periclea 

Pericles,  also,  was  a  hearer  of  Zeno,  the  Eleatic,  who 
treated  of  natural  philosophy  iu  the  same  manner  as  Par- 
menides  did,  but  had  also  perfected  himself  in  an  art  of  hia 
own  for  refuting  and  silencing  opponents  iu  argument ;  as 
Timon  of  Phlius  describes  it, — 

Also  the  two-edged  tongue  of  mighty  Zeno,  who. 
Say  what  one  would,  could  argue  it  untrue. 

But  he  that  saw  most  of  Pericles,  and  furnished  him 
most  especially  with  a  weight  and  grandeur  of  sense, 
superior  to  all  arts  of  popularity,  and  in  general  gave  him 
his  elevation  and  sublimity  of  purpose  and  of  character, 
was  Anaxagoras  of  Clazomense;  whom  the  men  of  those 
times  called  by  the  name  of  Nous,  that  is,  mind,  or  intelli- 
gence, whether  in  admiration  of  the  great  and  extraordinary 
gift  he  had  displayed  for  the  science  of  nature,  or  becauso 
that  he  was  the  first  of  the  philosophers  who  did  not  refer 
the  first  ordering  of  the  world  to  fortune  or  chance,  nor  to 
necessity  or  compulsion,  but  to  a  pure,  unadulterated  intelli- 
gence, which  in  all  other  existing  mixed  and  compound 
things  acts  as  a  principle  of  discrimination,  and  of  combina- 
tion of  like  with  like. 

For  this  man,  Pericles  entertained  an  extraordinary  es- 
teem and  admiration,  and  filling  himself  with  this  lofty  and, 
as  they  call  it,  up-in-the-air  sort  of  thoil^ht,  dei  ived  hence 
not  merely,  as  was  natural,  elevation  of  purpose  and  dignity 
of  language,  raised  far  above  the  base  and  dishonest 
buffooneries  of  mob-eloquence,  but,  besides  tliis,  a  com- 
posure of  countenance,  and  a  serenity  and  calmness  in  all  hu 
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noveitients,  which  no  occurrence  whilst  he  was  speaking 
jould  disturb,  a  sustained  and  even  tone  of  voice,  and  vari- 
)U3  other  advantages  of  a  similar  kind,  which  produced  the 
jreatest  effect  on  his  hearers.  Once,  after  being  reviled 
md  ill-spoken  of  all  day  long  in  his  own  hearing  by  some 
ale  and  abandoned  fellow  in  the  open  market-place,  where 
le  was  engaged  in  the  despatch  of  come  urgent  affair,  he 
jontinued  his  business  in  perfect  silence,  and  in  the  even- 
ng  returned  home  composedly,  the  mau  still  dogging  him 
it  the  heels,  and  pelting  him  all  the  way  with  abuse  and 
;oul  language ;  and  stepping  into  his  house,  it  being  by  this 
;ime  dark,  he  ordered  one  of  his  servants  to  take  a  light, 
md  to  go  along  with  the  man  and  see  him  safe  home.  Ion, 
t  is  true,  the  dramatic  poet,  says  that  Pericles's  manner  in 
;ompany  was  somewhat  over-assuming  and  pompous ;  and 
;hat  into  his  high- bearing  there  entered  a  good  deal  of  slight- 
ngness  and  scorn  of  others  ;  he  reserves  his  commendation 
'ov  Cimon's  ease  and  pliancy  and  natural  grace  in  society, 
[on,  however,  who  must  needs  make  virtue,  like  a  show  of 
iragedies,  include  some  comic  scenes,  we  shall  not  altogether 
'ely  upon ;  Zeno  used  to  bid  those  who  called  Pericles's 
jravity  the  affectation  of  a  charlatan,  to  go  and  affect  the 
ike  themselves ;  inasmuch  as  this  mere  counterfeiting  might 
n  time  insensibly  instil  into  them  a  real  love  and  knowl- 
idge  of  those  noble  qualities. 

Nor  were  these  the  only  advantages  which  Pericles 
lerived  from  Anaxagoras's  acquaintance ;  he  seems  also  to 
lave  become,  by  his  instructions,  superior  to  that  supersti- 
ion  with  which  an  ignorant  wonder  at  appearances,  for 
sxample,  in  the  heavens,  possesses  the  minds  of  people 
macquainted  with  their  causes,  eager  for  the  supernatural, 
md  excitable  through  an  inexperience  which  the  knowledge 
)f  natural  causes  removes,  replacing  wild  and  tiinid  super- 
itition  by  the  good  hope  and  assurance  of  an  intelligent 
)iety. 

There  is  a  story,  that  once  Pericles  had  brought  to  hina 
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from  a  country  farm  of  his,  a  ram's  head  with  one  horn,  and 
that  Lampon,  the  diviner,  upon  seeing  the  horn  grow 
strong  and  solid  out  of  the  midst  of  the  forehead,  gave  it 
as  his  judgment,  that,  there  being  at  that  time  two  potent 
factions,  parties,  or  interests  in  the  city,  the  one  of  Thucy- 
dides  and  the  other  of  Pericles,  the  government  would 
come  about  to  that  one  of  them  in  whose  ground  or  estate 
this  token  or  indication  of  fate  had  shown  itself.  But  that 
Anaxagoras,  cleaving  the  skull  in  sunder,  showed  to  the 
bystanders  that  the  brain  had  not  filled  up  its  natural  place, 
but  being  oblong,  like  an  egg,  had  collected  from  all  parts 
of  the  vessel  which  contained  it,  in  a  point  to  that  place 
from  whence  the  root  of  the  horn  took  its  rise.  And  that, 
for  that  time,  Anaxagoras  was  much  admired  for  his  ex- 
planation by  those  that  were  present ;  and  Lampon  no  less 
a  little  while  after,  when  Thucydides  was  overpowered, 
and  the  whole  affairs  of  the  state  and  government  came  into 
the  hands  of  Pericles. 

And  yet,  in  my  opinion,  it  is  no  absurdity  to  say  that 
they  were  both  in  the  right,  both  natural  philosopher  and 
diviner,  one  justly  detecting  the  cause  of  this  event,  by 
which  it  was  produced,  the  other  the  end  for  which  it  was 
designed.  For  it  was  the  business  of  the  one  to  find  out 
and  give  an  account  of  what  it  was  made,  and  in  what  man- 
ner and  by  what  means  it  grew  as  it  did ;  and  of  the  other 
to  foretell  to  what  end  and  purpose  it  was  so  made,  and 
what  it  might  mean  or  portend.  Those  who  say  that  to 
find  out  the  cause  of  a  prodigy  is  in  efllect  to  destroy  its 
supposed  signification  as  such,  do  not  take  notice  that,  at 
the  same  time,  together  with  divine  prodigies,  they  also  do 
away  with  signs  and  signals  of  human  art  and  concert,  as, 
for  instance,  the  clashings  of  quoits,  fire-beacons,  and  the 
shadows  of  sun-dials,  every  one  of  which  has  its  cause,  and 
by  that  cause  and  contrivance  is  a  sign  of  something  else. 
But  these  are  subjects,  perhaps,  that  would  better  befit 
another  place 
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Pericles,  while  yet  but  a  young  man,  stood  in  consider- 
able apprehension  of  the  people,  as  he  was  thought  in  face 
and  figure  to  be  very  like  the  tyrant  Pisistratus,  and  those 
of  great  age  remarked  upon  the  sweetness  of  his  voice,  and 
his  volubility  and  rapidity  in  speaking,  and  were  struck 
with  amazement  at  the  resemblance.  Reflecting,  too,  that 
he  had  a  considerable  estate,  and  was  descended  of  a  noble 
family,  and  had  friends  of  great  influence,  he  was  fearful 
all  this  might  bring  him  to  be  banished  as  a  dangerous  per- 
son ;  and  for  this  reason  meddled  not  at  all  with  state  af- 
fairs, but  in  military  service  showed  himself  of  a  brave  and 
intrepid  nature.  But  when  Aristides  was  now  dead,  and 
Themistocles  driven  out,  and  Cimon  was  for  the  most  part 
kept  abroad  by  the  expeditions  he  made  in  parts  out  of 
Greece,  Pericles,  seeing  things  in  this  posture,  now  ad- 
vanced and  took  his  side,  not  with  the  rich  and  few,  but 
Avith  the  many  and  poor,  contrary  to  his  natural  bent, 
which  wa-s  far  from  democratical ;  but,  most  likely  fearing 
he  might  fall  under  suspicion  of  aiming  at  arbitrary  power, 
and  seeing  Cimon  on  the  side  of  the  aristocracj'^,  and  much 
beloved  by  the  better  and  more  distinguished  people,  he 
joined  the  party  of  the  people,  with  a  view  at  once  both  to 
secure  himself  and  procure  means  against  Cimon. 

He  immediately  entered,  also,  on  quite  a  new  course  of 
life  and  management  of  his  time.  For  he  was  never  seen 
to  walk  in  any  street  but  that  which  led  to  the  market- 
place and  council-hall,  and  he  avoided  invitations  of  friends 
to  supper,  and  all  friendly  visiting  and  intercourse  what- 
ever ;  in  all  the  time  he  had  to  do  with  the  public,  which 
was  not  a  little,  he  was  never  known  to  have  gone  to  any 
of  his  friends  to  a  supper,  except  that  once  when  his  near 
kinsman  Euryptolemus  married,  he  remained  present  till 
the  ceremony  of  the  drink-offering,  and  then  immediately 
rose  from  table  and  went  his  way.  For  these  friendly  meet- 
ings are  very  quick  to  defeat  any  assumed  superiority,  and 
in  intimate  familiarity  an  exterior  of  gravity  is  hard  to 
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maintain.  Real  excellence,  indeed,  is  most  recognize^ 
when  most  openly  looked  into;  and  in  really  good  men, 
nothing  which  meets  the  eyes  of  external  observers  so  truly 
deserves  their  admiration,  as  their  daily  common  life  does 
that  of  their  nearer  friends.  Pericles,  however,  to  avoid 
any  feeling  of  commonness,  or  any  satiety  on  the  part  of 
the  people,  presented  himself  at  intervals  only,  not  speak- 
ing  to  every  business,  nor  at  all  times  coming  into  the 
assembly,  but,  as  Critolaus  says,  reserving  himself,  like  the 
Salaminian  galley,  for  great  occasions,  while  matters  of 
lesser  importance  were  dispatched  by  friends  or  other 
speakers  under  his  direction.  And  of  this  number  we  are 
told  Ephialtes  made  one,  who  broke  the  power  of  the  couii. 
oil  of  Areopagus,  giving  the  people,  according  to  Plato's 
expression,  so  copious  and  so  strong  a  draught  of  liberty, 
that  growing  wild  and  unruly,  like  an  unmanageable 
horse,  it,  as  the  comic  poets  say, — 

 got  beyond  all  keeping  in, 

Champing  at  Eubcea,  and  among  the  islands  leaping  in. 

The  style  of  speaking  most  consonant  to  his  form  of  life 
and  the  dignity  of  his  views  he  found,  so  to  say,  in  the 
tones  of  that  instrument  with  which  Anaxagoras  had  fur- 
nished him ;  of  his  teaching  he  continually  availed  himself, 
and  deepened  the  colors  of  rhetoric  with  the  dye  of  natural 
science.  For  having,  in  addition  to  his  great  natural  genius, 
attained,  by  the  study  of  nature,  to  use  the  words  of  tlie 
divine  Plato,  this  height  of  intelligence,  and  this  universal 
consummating  power,  and  draAving  hence  whatever  might 
be  of  advantage  to  him  in  the  art  of  speaking,  he  showed 
himself  far  superior  to  all  others.  Upon  which  account, 
they  say,  he  had  his  nickname  given  him,  though  some  are 
of  opinion  he  was  named  the  Olympian  from  the  public 
buildings  with  which  he  adorned  the  city ;  and  others  again, 
from  his  great  power  in  public  affairs,  whether  of  war  or 
peace.  Nor  is  it  unlikely  that  the  confluence  of  many 
attributes  may  have  conferred  it  on  him.   However,  th« 
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comedies  represented  at  the  time,  which,  both  in  good 
earnest  and  in  merriment,  let  fly  many  hard  words  at  him, 
plainly  show  that  he  got  that  appellation  especially  from 
his  speaking ;  they  speak  of  his  "  thundering  and  lightning** 
when  he  harangued  the  people,  and  of  his  wielding  a  dread- 
ful thunderbolt  in  his  tongue. 

A  saying  also  of  Thucydides,  the  son  of  Melesias,  stands 
on  record,  spoken  by  him  by  way  of  pleasantry  upon  Peri- 
cles's  dexterity.  Thucydides  was  one  of  the  noble  and  dis- 
tinguished citizens,  and  had  been  his  greatest  opponent ; 
and,  when  Archidamus,  the  king  of  the  Lacedsemonians, 
asked  hira  whether  he  or  Pericles  were  the  better  wrestler, 
he  made  this  answer :  "  When  I,"  said  he,  have  thrown 
hira  and  given  hira  a  fair  fall,  by  persisting  that  he  had 
no  fall,  he  gets  the  better  of  me,  and  makes  the  by- 
standers, in  spite  of  their  own  eyes,  believe  him."  The 
truth,  however,  is,  that  Pericles  himself— w^is  very  careful 
what  anj^how-he-Was  to  speak,jnsomuch„  th at,  wh ene ver 
he  went  up.  to  the  hustingSjJ^e-prayed  thg_gnfl  a-^hat-naone 
word  might  unawares  slip  from  him  unsuitable  to  the 
maJieFaMThe  occasi6H7^  '~ 

He  has  left  nothing  in  writing  behind  him,  except  some 
decrees ;  and  there  are  but  very  few  of  his  sayings  recorded ; 
one,  for  example,  is,  that  he  said  ^gina  must,  like  a  gather- 
ing in  a  man's  eye,  be  removed  from  Piraeus ;  and  another, 
that  he  said  he  saw  already  war  moving  on  Its  way  towards 
thera  out  of  Peloponnesus.  Again,  when  on  a  time  Soph 
ocles,  who  was  his  fellow-commissioner  in  the  general- 
ship,  was  going  on  board  with  him,  and  praised  the  beauty 
of  a  youth  they  met  with  in  the  way  to  the  ship,  "  Soph- 
ocles," said  he,  "  a  general  ought  not  only  to  have  clean  hands 
but  also  clean  eyes."  And  Stesimbrotus  tells  us,  that,  in  his 
encomium  on  those  who  fell  in  battle  at  Samos,  he  said  they 
were  become  immortal,  as  the  gods  were.    "  For,"  said  he, 

we  do  not  see  them  themselves,  but  only  by  the  honors  we 
pay  them,  and  by  the  benefits  they  tlo  us,  attribute  to  them 
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immortality ;  and  the  like  attributes  belong  also  to  thow 
that  die  in  the  service  of  their  country," 

Since  Thucydides  describes  the  rule  of  Pericles  as  anariS' 
tocratical  government,  that  went  by  the  name  oi  a  aemoo 
racy,  but  was,  indeed,  the  supremacy  of  a  single  great  man, 
while  many  others  say,  on  the  contrary,  that  by  him  the 
common  people  were  first  encouraged  and  led  on  to  such 
evils  as  appropriations  of  subject  territory  ;  allowances  for 
attending  theatres,  payments  for  performing  publio  duties, 
and  by  these  bad  habits  were,  under  the  influence  of  his 
public  measures,  changed  from  a  sober,  thrifty  people,  that 
maintained  themselves  by  their  own  labors,  to  lovers  of  ex- 
pense, Intemperance,  and  licence,  let  us  examine  the  causo 
of  this  change  by  the  actual  matters  of  fact. 

At  the  fli'st,  as  has  been  said,  when  he  set  himself  against 
Cimon's  great  authority,  he  did  caress  the  people.  Find 
*^ig  himself  come  short  of  his  competitor  in  wealth  and 
money,  by  which  advantages  the  other  was  enabled  to  take 
care  of  the  poor,  inviting  every  day  some  one  or  other  of 
the  citizens  that  was  in  want  to  supper,  and  bestowing 
clothes  on  the  aged  people,  and  breaking  down  the  hedges 
and  enclosures  of  his  grounds,  that  all  that  would  might 
freely  gather  what  fruit  they  pleased,  Pericles,  thus  out- 
done in  popular  arts,  by  the  advice  of  one  Damonides  of 
CEa,  as  Aristotle  states,  turned  to  the  distribution  of  the 
public  moneys;  and  in  a  short  time  having  bought  the 
people  over,  what  with  moneys  allowed  for  shows  and  for 
service  on  juries,  and  what  with  other  forms  of  pay  and 
largess,  he  made  use  of  them  against  the  council  of  Areop- 
agus, of  which  he  himself  was  no  member,  as  having  never 
been  appointed  by  lot  either  chief  archon,  or  lawgiver,  or 
king,  or  captain.  For  from  of  old  these  ofiSces  were  con- 
ferred  on  persons  by  lot,  and  they  who  had  acquitted 
themselves  duly  in  the  discharge  of  them  were  advanced  to 
the  court  of  Areopagus.  And  so  Pericles,  having  secured 
his  power  in  interest  with  the  popuhice,  directed  the  exer 
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Hons  of  his  party  against  this  council  with  such  success, 
that  most  of  these  causes  and  matters  which  had  been  used 
to  be  tried  there,  were,  by  the  agency  of  Ephialtes,  removed 
from  its  cognizance ;  Cimon,  also,  was  banished  by  ostra- 
cism as  a  favorer  of  the  Lacedaemonians  and  a  hater  of  the 
people,  though  in  wealth  and  noble  birth  he  was  among  the 
first,  and  had  won  several  most  glorious  victories  over  the 
barbarians,  and  had  filled  the  city  with  money  and  spoils 
of  war ;  as  is  recorded  in  the  history  of  his  life.  So  vast 
an  authority  had  Pericles  obtained  among  the  people. 

The  ostracism  was  limited  by  law  to  ten  years  ;  but  the 
Lacedaemonians,  in  the  mean  time,  entering  with  a  great 
army  into  the  territory  of  Tanagra,  and  the  Athenians 
going  out  against  them,  Cimon,  coming  from  his  banish- 
ment before  his  time  was  out,  put  himself  in  arms  and  array 
with  those  of  his  fellow-citizens  that  were  of  his  own  tribe, 
and  desired  by  his  deeds  to  wipe  off  the  suspicion  of  his 
favoring  the  Lacedaemonians,  by  venturing  his  own  person 
along  with  his  countrymen.  But  Pericles's  friends,  gather- 
ing in  a  body,  forced  him  to  retire  as  a  banished  man.  For 
which  cause  also  Pericles  seems  to  have  exerted  himself 
more  in  that  than  in  any  battle,  and  to  have  been  con- 
spicuous above  all  for  his  exposure  of  himself  to  danger. 
All  Cimon's  friends,  also,  to  a  man,  fell  together  side  by 
side,  whom  Pericles  had  accused  with  him  of  taking  part 
with  the  Lacedaemonians.  Defeated  in  this  battle  on  their 
own  frontiers,  and  expecting  a  new  and  perilous  attack  with 
return  of  spring,  the  Athenians  now  felt  regret  and  sorrow 
for  the  loss  of  Cimon,  and  repentance  for  their  expulsion  of 
him.  Pericles,  being  sensible  of  their  feelings,  did  not  hes- 
itate or  delay  to  gratify  it,  and  himself  made  the  motion 
for  recalling  him  home.  He,  upon  his  return,  concluded 
a  peace  betwixt  the  two  cities ;  for  the  Lacedaemonians 
entertained  as  kindly  feelings  towards  him  as  they  did 
the  reverse  towards  Pericles  and  the  other  popular 
leaders. 
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Yet  sonic  ihcw  ai  o  wiio  say  that  Pericles  did  not  propoM 
the  order  for  Ci  mon's  return  till  some  piivate  articles  of 
agreement  had  been  made  between  them,  and  this  by  means 
of  Elpinice,  Cimon's  sister;  that  Cimon,  namely,  should  go 
out  to  sea  with  a  fleet  of  tw  o  hundred  ships,  and  be  com. 
mander-in-chief  abroad,  with  a  design  to  reduce  the  king 
of  Persia's  territories,  and  that  Pericles  should  have  the 
power  at  home. 

This  Elpinice,  it  was  thought,  had  before  this  time  pro- 
cured  some  favor  for  her  brother  Cimon  at  Pericles's  hands, 
and  induced  him  to  be  more  remiss  and  gentle  in  urging 
the  charge  when  Cimon  was  tried  for  his  life ;  for  Pericles 
was  one  of  the  committee  appointed  by  the  commons  to 
plead  against  him.  And  when  Elpinice  came  and  besought 
him  in  her  brother's  behalf,  he  answered,  with  a  smile,  "  0 
Elpinice,  you  are  too  old  a  woman  to  undertake  such  busi- 
ness as  this."  But,  when  he  appeared  to  impeach  him,  he 
stood  up  but  once  to  speak,  merely  to  acquit  himself  of  his 
commission,  and  went  out  of  court,  having  done  Cimon  the 
least  prejudice  of  any  of  his  accusers. 

How,  then,  can  one  believe  Idomeneus,  who  charges 
Pericles  as  if  he  had  by  treachery  procured  the  murder  of 
Ephialtes,  the  popular  statesman,  one  who  was  his  friend, 
and  of  his  ow^n  party  in  all  his  political  course,  out  of 
jealousy,  forsooth,  and  envy  of  his  great  reputation  ?  This 
historian,  it  seems,  having  raked  up  these  stories,  I  know 
not  whence,  has  befouled  with  them  a  man  who,  perchance, 
was  not  altogether  free  from  fault  or  blame,  but  yet  had  a 
noble  spirit,  and  a  soul  that  was  bent  on  honor;  and  where 
such  qualities  are,  there  can  no  such  cruel  and  brutal 
passion  find  harbor  or  gain  admittance.  As  to,  Ephi- 
altes, the  truth  of  the  story,  as  Aristotle  has  told  it,  is 
tliis ;  that  having  made  himself  formidable  to  the  oligarch- 
ical party,  by  being  an  uncompromising  asserter  of  the 
people's  rights  in  calling  to  account  and  prosecuting  those 
<vho  any  way  wronged  them,  his  enemies,  lying  in  wait  fo» 
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him,  by  the  means  of  Aristodicus  the  Tanagrsean,  privately 
despatched  him. 

Cimon,  while  he  was  admiral,  ended  his  days  in  the  isle 
of  Cyprus.  And  the  aristocratical  party,  seeing  that 
Pericles  was  already  before  this  grown  to  be  the  greatest 
and  foremost  man  of  all  the  city,  but  nevertheless  wishing 
there  should  be  somebody  set  up  against  him,  to  blunt  and 
turn  the  edge  of  his  power,  that  it  might  not  altogether 
prove  a  monarchy,  put  forward  Thucydides  of  Alopece,  a 
discreet  person,  and  a  near  kinsman  of  Cimon's,  to  conduct 
the  opposition  against  him ;  who,  indeed,  though  less  skilled 
in  warlike  affairs  than  Cimon  was,  yet  was  better  versed 
in  speaking  and  political  business  and  keeping  close  guard 
in  the  city,  and  engaging  with  Pericles  on  the  hustings,  in 
a  short  time  brought  the  government  to  an  equality  of 
parties.  For  he  would  not  suffer  those  who  were  called 
the  honest  and  good  (persons  of  worth  and  distinction)  to 
be  scattered  up  and  down  and  mix  themselves  and  be  lost 
among  the  populace,  as  formerly,  diminishing  and  obseur 
ing  their  superiority  amongst  the  masses  ;  but  taking  them 
apart  by  themselves  and  uniting  them  in  one  body,  by 
their  combined  weight  he  was  able,  as  it  were  upon  tlie 
balance,  to  make  a  counterpoise  to  the  other  party. 

For,  indeed,  there  was  from  the  beginning  a  sort  of  con 
ceased  split,  or  seam,  as  it  might  be  in  a  piece  of  iron,  mark- 
ing the  different  popular  and  aristocratical  tendencies ;  but 
the  open  rivalry  and  contention  of  these  two  opponents 
made  the  gash  deep,  and  severed  the  city  into  the  two  par- 
ties of  the  people  and  the  few.  And  so  Pericles,  at  that 
time,  more  than  at  any  other,  let  loose  the  reins  to  the 
people,  and  made  his  policy  subservient  to  their  pleasure, 
contriving  continually  to  have  some  great  public  show  or 
solemnity,  some  banquet,  or  some  procession  or  other  in  the 
town  to  please  them,  coaxing  his  countrymen  like  children, 
with  such  delights  and  pleasures  as  were  not,  however,  un- 
edifying.    Besides  that  every  j'ear  he  sent  out  threescore 
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galleys,  on  board  of  which  there  were  numbers  of  the  citi- 
zens, who  were  in  pay  eight  months,  learning  at  the  same 
time  and  practising  the  art  of  seamanship. 

He  sent,  moreover,  a  thousand  of  them  hito  the  Cherso. 
nese  as  planters,  to  share  tlie  land  among  them  by  lot,  and 
five  hundred  more  into  the  isle  of  Xaxos,  and  half  that 
number  to  Andros,  a  thousand  into  Thrace  to  dwell  among 
the  Bisaltse,  and  others  into  Italy,  when  the  city  Sybaris, 
which  now  was  called  Thurii,  was  to  be  repeopled.  And 
this  he  did  to  ease  and  discharge  the  city  of  an  idle,  and, 
by  reason  of  their  idleness,  a  busy,  meddling  crowd  of  peo- 
ple ;  and  at  the  same  time  to  meet  the  necessities  and  re- 
store the  fortunes  of  the  poor  townsmen,  and  to  intimidate, 
also,  and  check  their  allies  from  attempting  any  change, 
by  posting  such  garrisons,  as  it  were,  in  the  midst  of 
them. 

That  which  gave  most  pleasure  and  ornament  to  the  city 
of  Athens,  and  the  greatest  admiration  and  even  astonish- 
ment to  all  strangers,  and  that  which  now  is  Greece's  only 
evidence  that  the  power  she  boasts  of  and  her  ancient  wealth 
are  no  romance  or  idle  story,  was  his  construction  of  the 
public  and  sacred  buildings.  Yet  this  was  that  of  all  his 
actions  in  the  government  which  his  enemies  most  looked 
askance  upon  and  cavilled  at  in  the  popular  assemblies,  cry- 
ing out  how  that  the  commonwealth  of  Athens  had  lost  its 
reputation  and  was  ill-spoken  of  abroad  for  removing  the 
common  treasure  of  the  Greeks  from  the  isle  of  Delos  into 
their  own  custody ;  and  how  that  their  fairest  excuse  for  so 
doing,  namely,  that  they  took  it  away  for  fear  the  barba- 
rians should  seize  it,  and  on  purpose  to  secure  it  in  a  safe 
place,  this  Pericles  had  made  unavailable,  and  how  tliat 
"  Greece  cannot  but  resent  it  as  an  insufferable  affront,  and 
consider  herself  to  be  tyrannized  over  openly,  when  she  sees 
the  treasure,  whicli  was  contributed  by  her  upon  a  neces 
sity  for  the  war,  M'autonly  lavished  out  by  us  upon  our  city, 
to  gild  her  all  over,  mid  to  adorn  and  set  her  forth,  a? 
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It  were  some  vain  woman,  hung  round  with  precious 
stones  and  figures  and  temples,  which  cost  a  world  of 
money." 

Pericles,  on  the  other  hand,  informed  the  people,  that 
they  were  in  no  way  obliged  to  give  any  account  of  those 
moneys  to  their  allies,  so  long  as  they  maintained  their  de- 
fence, and  kept  off  the  barbarians  from  attacking  them ; 
while  in  the  mean  time  they  did  not  so  much  as  supply 
one  horse  or  man  or  ship,  but  only  found  money  for  the 
service ;  *'  which  money,"  said  he,  "  is  not  theirs  that  give 
it,  but  theirs  that  receive  it,  if  so  be  they  perform  the  condi- 
tions upon  which  they  receive  it."  And  that  it  was  good 
reason,  that,  now  the  city  was  sufficiently  provided  and 
stored  with  all  things  necessary  for  the  war,  they  should 
convert  the  overplus  of  its  wealth  to  such  undertakings 
as  would  hereafter,  when  completed,  give  them  eternal 
honor,  and,  for  the  present,  while  in  process,  freely  supply 
all  the  inhabitants  with  plenty.  With  their  variety  of 
workmanship  and  of  occasions  for  service,  which  summon 
all  arts  and  trades  and  require  all  hands  to  be  employed 
about  them,  they  do  actually  put  the  whole  city,  in  a  man- 
ner, into  state-pay  ;  while  at  the  same  time  she  is  both 
beautified  and  maintained  by  herself.  For  as  those  who 
are  of  age  and  strength  for  war  are  provided  for  and  main- 
tained in  the  armaments  abroad  by  their  pay  out  of  the 
public  stock,  so,  it  being  his  desire  and  design  that  the 
undisciplined  mechanic  multitude  that  stayed  at  home 
should  not  go  without  their  share  of  public  salaries,  and  yet 
sliould  not  have  them  given  them  for  sitting  still  and  doing 
nothing,  to  that  end  he  thought  fit  to  bring  in  among  them, 
with  the  approbation  of  the  people,  these  vast  projects  of 
buildings  and  designs  of  work,  that  would  be  of  some  con- 
tinuance before  they  were  finished,  and  would  give  employ- 
ment to  numerous  arts,  so  that  the  part  of  the  people  that 
stayed  at  home  might,  no  less  than  those  that  were  at  sea 
or  in  garrisons  or  on  expeditions,  have  a  fair  and  just  oo 
20 
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casion  of  receiving  the  benefit  and  Iiavnig  their  share  of 
the  public  monej's. 

The  materials  were  stone,  brass,  ivory,  gold,  ebony, 
cypress-wood ;  and  the  art^or  trades  that  wrought  and 
fashioned  tliera  were  smiths  and  carpenters,  moulders,  foun- 
ders and  braziers,  stone-cutters,  dyers,  goldsmiths,  ivory, 
workers, painters,  embroiderers,  turners;  those  again  that 
conveyed  them  to  the  town  for  use,  merchants  and  niari. 
ners  and  ship-masters  by  sea,  and  by  land,  cartwrights, 
cattle-breeders,  wagoners,  rope-makers,  flax- workers,  slioe- 
makers  and  leather-dressers,  road-makers,  miners.  And 
every  trade  in  tlie  same  nature,  as  a  captain  in  an  armv 
has  his  particular  company  of  soldiers  under  him,  had  its 
own  hired  company  of  journeymen  and  laborers  belonging 
to  it  banded  together  as  in  array,  to  be  as  it  were  tlie 
instrument  and  body  for  the  performance  of  the  service. 
Thus,  to  say  all  in  a  word,  the  occasions  and  services  of 
these  public  works  distributed  plenty  through  every  age 
and  condition. 

As  then  grew  the  works  up,  no  less  stately  in  size  than 
exquisite  in  form,  the  workmen  striving  to  outvie  the 
material  and  the  design  with  the  beauty  of  their  workman- 
ship, yet  the  most  wonderful  thing  of  all  was  the  rapidity 
of  their  execution.  Undertakings,  any  one  of  which  singly 
might  have  required,  they  thought,  for  their  completion, 
several  successions  and  ages  of  men,  were  every  one  of 
them  accomplished  in  the  height  and  prime  of  one  man's 
political  service.  Although  they  say,  too,  that  Zeuxis  once, 
having  heard  Agatharchus  the  painter  boast  of  despatching 
his  work  with  speed  and  ease,  replied,  "  I  take  a  longtime." 
For  ease  and  speed  in  doing  a  thing  do  not  give  the  work 
lasting  solidity  or  exactness  of  beauty  ;  the  expenditure  of 
time  allowed  to  a  man's  pains  beforehand  for  the  production 
of  a  thing  is  repaid  by  way  of  interest  with  a  vital  force 
for  the  preservation  when  once  produced.  For  which 
reason  Pericles's  works  are  especially  admired,  as  having 
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been  made  quicklj,  to  last  long.  For  every  particular 
piece  of  his  work  was  imtnediately,  even  at  that  time,  for 
its  beauty  and  elegance,  antique  ;  and  yet  in  its  vigor  and 
freshness  looks  to  this  day  as  if  it  were  just  executed. 
There  is  a  sort  of  bloom  of  newness  upon  those  works  of 
his,  preserving  them  from  the  touch  of  time,  as  if  they  had 
some  perennial  spirit  and  undying  vitality  mingled  in  the 
composition  of  them. 

Phidias  had  the  oversight  of  all  the  works,  and  was  sur- 
veyor-general, though  upon  the  various  portions  other  great 
masters  and  workmen  were  employed.  For  Callicrates 
and  Ictinus  built  the  Parthenon  ;  the  chapel  at  Eleusis, 
where  the  mysteries  were  celebrated,  was  begun  by  Coroe- 
bus,  who  erected  the  pillars  that  stand  upon  the  floor  or 
pavement,  and  joined  them  to  the  architraves  ;  and  after 
his  death  Metagenes  of  Xypete  added  the  frieze  and  the 
upper  line  of  columns ;  Xenocles  of  Cholargus  roofed  or 
arched  the  lantern  on  top  of  the  temple  of  Castor  and 
Pollux ;  and  the  long  wall,  which  Socrates  says  he  himself 
heard  Pericles  propose  to  the  people,  was  undertaken  by 
Callicrates.  This  work  Cratinus  ridicules,  as  long  in  finish- 
ing.— 

Tis  long  since  Pericles,  It  words  would  do  It, 
Talked  up  the  wall ;  yet  adds  not  one  mite  to  it 

The  Odeum,  or  music-room,  which  in  its  interior  was  full 
of  seats  and  ranges  of  pillars,  and  outside  had  its  roof  made 
to  slope  and  descend  from  one  single  point  at  the  top,  was 
constructed,  we  are  told,  in  imitation  of  the  king  of  Persia's 
Pavilion ;  this  likewise  by  Pericles's  order  ;  which  Cratinus 
again,  in  his  comedy  called  the  Thracian  Women,  made  an 
occasion  of  raillery, — 

So,  we  see  here, 

Jupiter  Long-pate  Pericles  appear. 

Since  ostracism  time,  he's  laid  aside  his  head, 

And  wears  the  new  Odeum  in  its  stead. 

Pericles,  also  eager  for  distinction,  then  first  obtained 


308 


PLUTAIiCU'S  L1VE&. 


the  decree  for  a  contest  in  musical  skill  to  be  held  yearlj 
at  the  Panathensea,  and  he  himself,  being  chosen  judge, 
arranged  the  order  and  method  in  which  the  competitors 
bhould  sing  and  play  on  the  flute  and  on  the  liarp.  And 
both  at  that  time,  and  at  other  times  also,  they  sat  iu  this 
music-room  to  see  and  hear  all  such  trials  of  skill. 

The  propylsea,  or  entrances  to  the  Acropolis,  were  fin- 
ished in  five  years'  time,  Mnesicles  being  the  principal 
architect.  A  strange  accident  happened  in  the  course  of 
building,  which  showed  that  the  goddess  was  not  averse  to 
the  Avork,  but  was  aiding  and  co-operating  to  bring  it  to 
perfection.  One  of  the  artificers,  the  quickest  and  the 
handiest  workman  among  them  all,  with  a  slip  of  his  foot 
fell  down  from  a  great  height,  and  lay  in  a  miserable  condi. 
tion,  the  physicians  having  no  hopes  of  his  recovery. 
When  Pericles  was  in  distress  about  this,  Minerva  ap- 
peared to  him  at  night  in  a  dream,  and  ordered  a  course  of 
treatment,  which  he  applied,  and  in  a  short  time  and  with 
great  ease  cured  the  man.  And  upon  this  occasion  it  was 
that  he  set  up  a  brass  statue  of  Minerva,  surnamed  Health, 
in  the  citadel  near  the  altar,  which  they  say  was  there 
before.  But  it  was  Phidias  who  wrought  the  goddess's 
image  in  gold,  and  he  has  his  name  inscribed  on  the  pedestal 
as  the  workman  of  it ;  and  indeed  the  whole  work  in  a 
manner  was  under  his  charge,  and  he  had,  as  we  have  said 
alreadj',  the  oversight  over  all  the  artists  and  workmen, 
through  Pericles's  friendship  for  him  ;  and  this,  indeed, 
made  him  much  envied,  and  his  patron  shamefully  slandered 
with  stories,  as  if  Phidias  -were  in  the  habit  of  receiving, 
for  Pericles's  use,  freeborn  women  that  came  to  see  the 
works.  The  comic  writers  of  the  town,  when  they  hadgot 
hold  of  this  story,  made  much  of  it,  and  bespattered  him 
with  all  the  ribaldry  they  could  invent,  charging  him 
falsely  with  the  wife  of  Menippus,  one  wlio  \v:is  his  friend 
and  served  as  lieutenant  under  lihn  in  the  wai's  ;  and  with 
the  birds  kept  by  Pyrilampes,  an  acquahituuce  of  Pericles, 
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rhj,  they  pretended,  used  to  give  presents  of  peacocks  to 
Pericles's  female  friends.  And  liow  can  one  wonder  at 
any  number  of  strange  assertions  from  men  whose  whole 
lives  were  devoted  to  mockery,  and  who  were  ready  at  any 
time  to  sacrifice  the  reputation  of  their  superiors  to  vulgar 
envy  and  spile,  as  to  some  evil  genius,  when  even  Stesim- 
brotus  the  Tlirasian  has  dared  to  lay  to  the  charge  of 
Pericles  a  monstrous  and  fabulous  piece  of  criminality  with 
bis  son's  wife  ?  So  very  difficult  a  matter  is  it  to  trace  and 
find  out  the  truth  of  anything  by  history,  when,  on  the  one 
hand,  those  who  afterwards  write  it  find  long  periods  of 
time  intercepting  their  view,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
contemporary  records  of  any  actions  and  lives,  partly 
through  envy  and  ill-will,  partly  through  favor  and  flattery, 
pervert  and  distort  truth. 

"When  the  orators,  who  sided  with  Thucydides  and  his 
party,  were  at  one  time  crying  out,  as  their  custom  was, 
against  Pericles,  as  one  who  squandered  away  the  public 
money,  and  made  havoc  of  the  state  revenues,  he  rose  in 
the  open  assembly  and  put  the  question  to  the  people, 
whether  they  thought  that  he  had  laid  out  much  ;  and  they 
saying,  "  Too  much,  a  great  deal,"  "  Then,"  said  he,  "  since 
it  is  so,  let  the  cost  not  go  to  your  account,  but  to  mine; 
and  let  the  inscription  upon  the  buildings  stand  in  my 
name."  When  they  heard  him  say  thus,  whether  it  were 
out  of  a  surprise  to  see  the  greatness  of  his  spirit  or  out  of 
emulation  of  the  glory  of  the  works,  they  cried  aloud,  bid- 
ding him  to  spend  on,  and  lay  out  what  he  thought  fit 
from  the  public  purse,  and  to  spare  no  cost,  till  all  were 
finished. 

At  length,  coming  to  a  final  contest  with  Thucydides 
which  of  the  two  should  ostracize  the  other  out  of  the 
t50untry,  and  having  gone  through  this  peril,  he  threw  his 
antagonist  out,  and  broke  up  the  confederacy  that  had  been 
organized  against  him.  So  that  now  all  schism  and  divi- 
sion being  at  an  end,  and  the  city  brought  to  evenness  and 
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unity,  he  got  all  Athens  and  all  affairs  that  pertained  to 
the  Athenians  into  his  own  liands,  their  tributes,  their 
armies,  and  their  galleys,  the  islands,  the  sea,  and  their 
wide-extended  power,  partly  over  otlier  Greeks  and  partly 
over  barbarians,  and  all  that  empire,  which  they  possessed, 
founded  and  fortified  upon  subject  nations  and  royal  friend- 
ships  and  alliances. 

After  this  he  was  no  longer  the  same  man  he  had  been 
before,  nor  as  tame  and  gentle  and  familiar  as  formerly 
with  the  populace,  so  as  readily  to  yield  to  their  pleasures 
and  to  comply  with  the  desires  of  the  multitude,  as  u 
steersman  shifts  with  the  winds.  Quitting  that  loose, 
remiss,  and,  in  some  cases,  licentious  court  of  the  popular 
will,  he  turned  those  soft  and  flowery  modulations  to  the 
austerity  of  aristocratical  and  regal  rule ;  and  employing 
this  uprightly  and  undeviatingly  for  the  country's  best  in- 
terests, he  was  able  generally  to  lead  the  people  along,  with 
their  own  wills  and  consents,  by  persuading  and  showing 
them  what  was  to  be  done ;  and  sometimes,  too,  urging 
and  pressing  them  forward  extremely  against  their  will,  he 
made  them,  whether  they  would  or  no,  yield  submission  to 
what  was  for  their  advantage.  In  which,  to  say  the  truth, 
he  did  but  like  a  skilful  physician,  who,  in  a  complicated 
and  chronic  disease,  as  he  sees  occasion,  at  one  while  allows 
his  patient  the  moderate  use  of  such  things  as  please  him, 
at  another  while  gives  him  keen  pains  and  drugs  to  work 
the  cure.  For  there  arising  and  growing  up,  as  was 
natural,  all  manner  of  distempered  feelings  among  a  people 
which  had  so  vast  a  command  and  dominion,  he  alone,  as  a 
great  master,  knowing  how  to  handle  and  deal  fitly  with 
each  one  of  them,  and,  in  an  especial  manner,  making  that 
use  of  hopes  and  fears,  as  his  two  chief  rudders,  with  the 
one  to  check  the  career  of  their  confidence  at  any  time,  with 
the  other  to  raise  them  up  and  cheer  them  when  under  any 
discouragement,  plainly  showed  by  this,  that  rhetoric,  or 
the  art  of  speaking,  is,  in  Plato's  language,  the  government 
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rtf  the  souls  of  men,  and  that  her  chief  business  is  to  address 
«;he  affections  and  passions,  which  are  as  it  were  the  strings 
and  keys  to  tlie  soul,  and  require  a  skilful  and  careful 
touch  to  be  played  on  as  they  should  be.  The  source  of 
this  predominance  was  not  barely  his  power  of  language, 
but,  as  Thucydides  assures  us,  the  reputation  of  his  life, 
and  the  confidence  felt  in  bis  character ;  his  manifest  free- 
dom from  every  kind  of  corruption,  and  superiority  to  all 
considerations  of  money.  Notwithstanding  he  had  made 
the  city  Athens,  which  was  great  of  itself,  as  gi-eat  and 
rich  as  can  be  imagined,  and  though  he  were  himself  in 
power  and  interest  more  than  equal  to  many  kings  and  ab 
solute  rulers,  who  some  of  them  also  bequeathed  by  will 
their  power  to  their  children,  he,  for  his  part,  did  not  make 
the  patrimony  his  father  left  him  greater  than  it  was  by 
one  drachma. 

Thucydides,  indeed,  gives  a  plain  statement  of  the  great 
ness  of  his  power ;  and  the  comic  poets,  in  their  spiteful 
manner,  more  than  hint  at  it,  styling  his  companions  and 
friends  the  new  Pisistratidse,  and  calling  on  him  to  abjure 
any  intention  of  usurpation,  as  one  whose  eminence  was 
too  great  to  be  any  longer  proportionable  to  and  compatible 
with  a  democracy  or  popular  government.  And  Teleclides 
says  the  Athenians  had  surrendered  up  to  him— 

rhe  tribute  ol  the  cities,  and  with  them,  the  cities  too,  to  do  with  them  as 

he  pleases,  and  undo ; 
To  build  up,  if  he  Ukes,  stone  walls  around  a  town  j  and  again,  If  so  he  likes 

to  pull  them  down ; 
;fh3ir  treaties  and  alliances,  power,  empire,  peace,  and  war,  their  wealtb 

and  their  success  forever  more. 

Nor  was  all  this  the  luck  of  some  happy  occasion ;  noi 
was  it  the  mere  bloom  and  grace  of  a  policy  that  flourished 
for  a  season ;  but  having  for  forty  years  together  main 
tamed  the  first  place  among  statesmen  such  as  Ephialtea 
and  Leocrates  and  Myronides  and  Cimon  and  Tolmides  and 
Thucydides  were,  after  the  defeat  and  banishment 


PLUTARCH'S  Lives. 


Thucydides,  for  no  less  than  fifteen  years  longer,  in  tin 
exercise  of  one  continuous  unintermi  ;ted  command  in  the 
ofiBce,  to  which  he  was  annually  re-elected,  of  General,  he 
preserved  his  integrity  unspotted ;  though  otherwise  he 
was  not  altogether  idle  or  careless  in  looking  after  his 
pecuniary  advantage ;  his  paternal  estate,  which  of  right 
belonged  to  him,  he  so  ordered  that  it  might  neither  through 
negligence  be  wasted  or  lessened,  nor  yet,  being  so  full  of 
business  as  he  was,  cost  him  any  great  trouble  or  time  with 
taking  care  of  it ;  and  put  it  into  such  a  way  of  manage- 
ment as  he  thought  to  be  the  most  easy  for  himself,  and 
the  most  exact.  All  his  yearly  products  and  profits  he 
sold  together  in  a  lump,  and  supplied  his  household  needs 
afterwards  by  buying  everything  that  he  or  his  family 
wanted  out  of  the  market.  Upon  which  account,  his  chil- 
dren, when  they  grew  to  age,  were  not  well  pleased  with 
his  management,  and  the  women  that  lived  with  hira  were 
treated  with  little  cost,  and  complained  of  his  way  ol 
housekeeping,  where  everything  was  ordered  and  set  down 
from  day  to  day,  and  reduced  to  the  greatest  exactness ; 
since  there  was  not  there,  as  is  usual  in  a  great  family  and 
a  plentiful  estate,  anything  to  spare,  or  over  and  above; 
but  all  that  went  out  or  came  in,  all  disbursements  and  all 
receipts,  proceeded  as  it  were  by  number  and  measure. 
His  manager  in  all  this  was  a  single  servant,  Evangelus 
by  name,  a  man  either  naturally  gifted  or  instructed  by 
Pericles  so  as  to  excel  every  one  in  this  art  of  doniestio 
economy. 

All  this,  in  truth,  was  very  little  In  harmony  with  Anax- 
agoras's  wisdom  ;  if,  indeed,  it  be  true  that  he,  by  a  kind 
of  divine  impulse  and  greatness  of  spirit,  voluntarily  quit 
ted  his  house,  and  left  his  land  to  lie  fallow  and  to  be 
grazed  by  sheep  like  a  common.  But  the  life  of  a  contem- 
plative philosopher  and  that  of  an  active  statesman  are,  I 
presume,  not  the  same  thing ;  tor  the  one  merely  employs, 
upon  great  and  good  objects  of  tUought,  an  intelligence 
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that  requires  no  aid  of  instruments  nor  supply  of  any  exter- 
nal materials  ;  Avhereas  the  other,  who  tempers  and  applies 
his  virtue  to  human  uses,  may  ha^  e  occasion  for  affluence 
not  as  a  matter  of  mere  necessity,  but  as  a  noble  thing; 
which  was  Pericles's  case,  who  relieved  numerous  poor 
citizens. 

However,  there  is  a  story,  that  Anaxagoras  himself,  while 
Pericles  was  taken  up  with  public  affairs,  lay  neglected, 
and  that,  now  being  grown  old,  he  wrapped  himself  up 
with  a  resolution  to  die  for  want  of  food ;  which  being  by 
chance  brought  to  Pericles's  ear,  he  was  horror-struck,  and 
instantly  ran  thither,  and  used  all  the  arguments  and 
entreaties  he  could  to  him,  lamenting  not  so  much  Anax 
agoras's  condition  as  his  own,  should  he  lose  such  a  coun 
sailor  as  he  had  found  him  to  be ;  and  that,  upon  this, 
Anaxagoras  unfolded  his  robe,  and  showing  himself,  made 
answer :  "  Pericles,"  said  he,  "  even  those  who  have  occa- 
sion for  a  lamp  supply  it  with  oil." 

The  Lacedsemonians  beginning  to  show  themselves  trou 
bled  at  the  growth  of  the  Athenian  power,  Pericles,  on  the 
other  hand,  to  elevate  the  people's  spirit  yet  more,  and  to 
raise  them  to  the  thought  of  great  actions,  proposed  a 
decree,  to  summon  all  the  Greeks  in  what  part  soever, 
whether  of  Europe  or  Asia,  every  city,  little  as  well  as  great, 
to  send  their  deputies  to  Athens  to  a  general  assembly,  or 
convention,  there  to  consult  and  advise  concerning  the 
Greek  temples  which  the  barbarians  had  burnt  down,  and 
the  sacrifices  which  were  due  from  them  upon  vows  they 
had  made  to  their  gods  for  the  safety  of  Greece  when  they 
fought  against  the  barbarians ;  and  also  concerning  the 
navigation  of  the  sea,  that  they  might  henceforward  all  of 
them  pass  to  and  fro  and  trade  securely  and  be  at  peace 
among  themselves. 

Upon  this  errand  there  were  twenty  men,  of  such  as  were 
above  fifty  years  of  age,  sent  by  commission;  five  to  sum- 
mon the  lonians  and  Dorians  in  Asia,  and  the  islanders  aa 
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far  as  Lesbos  and  lihodes  ;  five  to  visit  all  the  places  in  the 
Hellespont  and  Thrace,  up  to  Byzantium  ;  and  other  five 
besides  these  to  go  to  Boeotia  and  Phocis  and  Pelopon- 
nesus, and  from  hence  to  pass  through  the  Locrians  over  to 
the  neighboring  continent  as  far  as  Acarnania  and  Am- 
bracia ;  and  the  rest  to  take  their  course  through  Eubcea 
to  the  CEtaeans  and  the  Malian  Gulf,  and  to  the  Achseans  ot 
Phthiotis  and  the  Thessalians ;  all  of  them  to  treat  with 
the  people  as  they  passed,  and  to  persuade  them  to  come 
and  take  their  part  in  the  debates  for  settling  the  peace 
and  jointly  regulating  the  affairs  of  Greece. 

Nothing  was  effected,  nor  did  the  cities  meet  by  their 
deputies,  as  was  desired ;  the  Lacedaemonians,  as  it  is  said, 
ci'ossing  the  design  underhand,  and  the  attempt  being  dis- 
appointed and  baffled  first  in  Peloponnesus.  I  thought  fit, 
however,  to  introduce  the  mention  of  It,  to  show  the  spirit 
of  the  man  and  the  greatness  of  his  thoughts. 

In  his  military  conduct,  he  gained  a  great  reputation  for 
wariness  ;  he  would  not  by  his  good -will  engage  in  any  figlit 
which  had  much  uncertainty  or  hazard ;  he  did  not  envy  the 
glory  of  generals  whose  rash  adventures  fortune  favored 
with  brilliant  success,  howe^'^er  they  were  admired  by 
others ;  nor  did  he  think  them  worthy  his  imitation,  but 
always  used  to  say  to  his  citizens  that,  so  far  as  lay  in  his 
power,  they  should  continue  immortal,  and  live  forever. 
Seeing  Tolmides,  the  son  of  Tolmseus,  upon  the  confidence 
of  his  former  successes,  and  flushed  with  the  honor  his  mil- 
itary actions  had  procured  him,  making  preparations  to  at- 
tack the  Boeotians  in  their  own  country  when  there  was  no 
likely  opportunity,  and  that  he  had  prevailed  with  the  brav- 
est  and  most  enterprising  of  the  youth  to  enlist  themselves 
as  volunteers  in  the  service,  wlio  besides  his  other  force 
made  up  a  thousand,  he  endeavored  to  withhold  him  and  to 
advise  him  from  it  in  the  public  assembly,  telling  him  in  a 
memorable  saying  of  his,  which  still  goes  about,  that,  if  he 
would  not  take  Pericles's  advice,  yet  he  would  not  do  amia« 
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(o  wait  and  be  ruled  by  time,  the  wisest  counsellor  of  all. 
This  saying  at  that  time,  was  but  slightly  commended ; 
but  within  a  few  days  after,  when  news  was  brought  that 
Tolraides  himself  had  been  defeated  and  slain  in  battle  near 
Cornea,  and  that  many  brave  citizens  had  fallen  with  him, 
it  gained  him  great  repute  as  well  as  good-will  among  the 
people,  for  wisdom  and  for  love  of  his  countrymen. 

But  of  all  his  expeditions,  that  to  the  Chersonese  gave 
most  satisfaction  and  pleasure,  having  proved  the  safety  of 
the  Greeks  who  inhabited  there.  For  not  only  by  carrying 
along  with  him  a  thousand  fresh  citizens  of  Atliens  he  gave 
new  strength  and  vigor  to  the  cities,  but  also  by  belting  the 
neck  of  land,  which  joins  the  peninsula  to  the  continent 
with  bulwarks  and  forts  from  sea  to  sea,  he  put  a  stop  to 
the  inroads  of  the  Thracians,  who  lay  all  about  the  Cher- 
sonese,  and  closed  the  door  against  a  continual  and  gi-ievous 
war,  with  which  that  country  had  been  long  harassed,  ly 
ing  exposed  to  the  encroachments  and  influx  of  barbarous 
neighbors,  and  groaning  under  the  evils  of  a  predatory 
population  both  upon  and  within  its  borders. 

Nor  was  he  less  admired  and  talked  of  abroad  for  hi^ 
sailing  around  the  Peloponnesus,  having  set  out  from  Pegse, 
or  The  Fountains,  the  port  of  Megara,  with  a  hundred  gal 
leys.  For  he  not  only  laid  waste  the  sea-coast,  as  Tolmideg 
had  done  before,  but  also,  advancing  far  up  into  the  main 
land  with  the  soldiers  he  had  on  board,  by  the  terror  of  his 
appearance  drove  many  within  their  walls ;  and  at  Nemea, 
with  main  force,  routed  and  raised  a  trophy  over  the  Sicy- 
onians,  who  stood  their  ground  and  joined  battle  with  him. 
And  having  taken  on  board  a  supply  of  soldiers  into  the 
galleys,  out  of  Achaia,  then  in  league  with  Athens,  he 
crossed  with  the  fleet  to  the  opposite  continent,  and,  sailing 
along  by  the  mouth  of  the  river  Achelous,  overran  Acar- 
nania  and  shut  up  the  CEniadse  within  their  city  walls,  and 
having  ravaged  and  wasted  their  country,  weighed  anchor 
for  home  with  the  double  advantage  of  having  shown  him 
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self  formidable  to  his  enemies,  and  at  the  same  time  safe' 
and  ciu'r^ctic  to  his  fellou--citizc'ns ;  for  there  was  not  so 
much  as  any  chance  nnscarriage  that  happened,  the  whole 
voyage  througli,  to  those  who  were  under  his  charge. 

Entering  also  the  Euxine  Sea  with  a  large  and  finely 
equipped  fleet,  he  obtained  for  the  Greek  cities  any  new 
arrangements  they  wanted,  and  entered  into  friendly  rela- 
tions with  them  ,  and  to  the  barbarous  nations,  and  kings 
and  chiefs  round  about  tliem,  displayed  the  greatness  of  the 
power  of  the  .Athenians,  their  perfect  ability  and  confidence 
to  sail  wherever  they  had  a  mind,  and  to  bring  the  whole 
sea  under  their  control.  He  left  the  Sinopians  thirteen 
ships  of  war,  with  soldiers  under  the  command  of  Lama- 
chus,  to  assist  them  against  Timesileus  the  tyrant;  and 
when  he  and  his  accomplices  had  been  thrown  out,  obtained 
a  decree  that  six  hundred  of  the  Athenians  that  were  will- 
ing should  sail  to  Sinope  and  plant  themselves  there  with 
the  Sinopians,  sharing  among  them  the  houses  and  land 
which  the  tyrant  and  his  party  had  previously  held. 

But  in  others  things  he  did  not  comply  with  the  giddy 
impulses  of  the  citizens,  nor  quit  his  own  resolutions  to 
follow  their  fancies,  when,  carried  away  with  the  thought 
of  their  strength  and  great  success,  they  were  eager  to 
interfere  again  in  Egypt,  and  to  disturb  the  king  of  Persia's 
maritime  dominions,  '^aj,  there  were  a  good  many  who 
were,  even  then,  possessed  with  that  unblest  and  inau- 
spicuous  passion  for  Sicily,  which  afterward  the  orators  of 
Alcibiades's  party  blew  up  into  a  flame.  There  were  some 
also  who  dreamt  of  Tuscany  and  Carthage,  and  not  without 
plausible  reason  in  their  present  large  dominion  and  pros- 
perous course  of  their  affairs. 

But  Pericles  curbed  this  passion  for  foreign  conquest, 
and  unsparingly  pruned  and  cut  down  their  ever  busy 
fancies  for  a  nuiltitude  of  undertakings  ;  and  directed  their 
power  for  the  nmst  ]iai  t  to  securing  and  consolidating  what 
they  had  already  got,  supposing  it  would  be  quite  enou^ 
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tor  them  to  do,  it  they  could  keep  the  Lacedaemonians  in 
check ;  to  whom  he  entertained  all  along  a  sense  of  opposi- 
tion ;  which,  as  upon  many  other  occasions,  so  he  particu- 
larly showed  by  what  he  did  in  the  time  of  the  holy  war 
The  Lacedaemonians,  having  gone  with  an  army  to  Delphi, 
restored  Apollo's  temple,  which  the  Phocians  had  got  into 
their  possession,  to  the  Delphians ;  immediately  after  their 
departure,  Pericles,  with  another  army,  came  and  restored 
the  Phocians.  And  the  Lacedaemonians,  having  engraven 
the  record  of  their  privilege  of  consulting  the  oracle  before 
others,  which  the  Delphians  gave  them,  upon  the  forehead 
of  the  brazen  wolf  which  stands  there,  he,  also,  having 
received  from  the  Phocians  the  like  privilege  for  the 
Athenians,  had  it  cut  upon  the  samo  wolf  of  brass  on  his 
right  side. 

That  he  did  well  and  wisely  in  tnus  restraining  the 
exertions  of  the  Athenians  within  the  compass  of  Greece, 
the  events  themselves  that  happened  afterward  bore  suflQ- 
cient  witness.  For,  in  the  first  place,  the  Euboeans  re- 
volted, against  whom  he  passed  over  with  forces ;  and  then, 
immediately  after,  news  came  that  the  Megarians  were 
turned  their  enemies;  and  a  hostile  army  was  upon  the 
borders  of  Attica,  under  the  conduct  of  Plistoanax,  king  of 
the  Lacedaemonians.  Wherefore  Pericles  came  with  his 
army  back  again  in  all  haste  out  of  Euboea,  to  meet  the 
war  which  threatened  at  home ;  and  did  not  venture  to 
engage  a  numerous  and  brave  army  eager  for  battle ;  but 
perceiving  that  Plistoanax  was  a  very  young  man,  and 
governed  himself  mostly  by  the  counsel  and  advice  of 
Cleandrides,  whom  the  ephors  had  sent  with  him,  by  reason 
of  his  youth,  to  be  a  kind  of  guardian  and  assistant  to  him, 
he  privately  made  trial  of  this  man's  integrity,  and,  in  a 
short  time,  having  corrupted  him  with  money,  prevailed 
with  him  to  withdraw  the  Peloponnesians  out  of  Attica. 
When  the  army  had  retired  and  dispersed  into  their  several 
states,  the  Lacedaemonians  in  anger  fined  their  king  in  sa 
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targe  a  sum  of  money,  that,  unable  to  pay  It,  he  quitted 
Lacedsemon ;  while  Cleandridea  fled,  and  had  sentence  of 
death  passed  upon  him  in  his  absence.  This  was  the  father 
of  Gylippus,  who  overpowered  the  Athenians  in  Sicily. 
And  it  seems  that  this  covetousness  was  an  heredit:iry 
disease  transmitted  from  father  to  son  ;  for  Gylippu.s  alsn 
afterwards  was  caught  in  foul  practices,  and  expelled  from 
Sparta  for  it.  But  this  we  have  told  at  large  in  the  accoun'. 
of  Lysander. 

When  Pericles,  in  giving  up  his  accounts  of  this  expe^ 
dition,  stated  a  disbursement  of  ten  talents,  as  laid  out 
upon  fit  occasion,  the  people,  without  any  question,  nor 
troubling  themselves  to  investigate  the  mystery,  freely 
allowed  of  it.  And  some  historians,  in  which  number  is 
Theophrastus  the  philosopher,  have  given  it  as  a  truth 
that  Pericles  every  year  used  to  send  privately  the  sum  of 
ten  talents  to  Sparta,  with  which  he  complimented  those 
in  office,  to  keep  off  the  war ;  not  to  purchase  peace  neither, 
but  time,  that  he  might  prepare  at  leisure,  and  be  the  better 
able  to  carry  on  war  hereafter. 

Immediately  after  this,  turning  his  forces  against  the 
revolters,  and  passing  over  into  the  island  of  Eubcea  with 
fifty  sail  of  ships  and  five  thousand  men  in  arms,  he  reduced 
their  cities,  and  drove  out  the  citizens  of  the  Chalcidians, 
called  Hippobotse,  horse-feeders,  the  chief  persons  for 
wealth  and  reputation  among  them  ;  and  removing  all  the 
Histiseans  out  of  the  countrj'^,  brought  in  a  plantation  of 
Athenians  in  their  room ;  making  them  his  one  example 
of  severity,  because  they  had  captured  an  Attic  ship  and 
killed  all  on  board. 

After  this,  having  made  a  truce  between  the  Athenians 
and  Lacedaemonians  for  thirty  years,  he  ordered,  by  public 
decree,  the  expedition  against  the  isle  of  Samos,  on  the 
ground,  that,  when  they  were  bid  to  leave  off  their  war 
with  the  Milesians  they  liad  not  complied.  And  as  these 
measures  against  the  Samians  are  thought  to  have  been 
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taken  to  please  Aspasia,  this  may  be  a  fit  point  for  inquiry 
about  the  woman,  what  art  or  charming  faculty  she  had 
that  enabled,  her  to  captivate,  as  she  did,  the  greatest  states- 
men, and  to  give  the  pliilosophers  occasion  to  speak  so 
much  about  her,  and  that,  too,  not  to  her  disparagement. 
That  she  was  a  Milesian  by  birth,  the  daughter  of  Axiochus, 
is  a  thing  acknowledged.  And  they  say  it  was  in  emula. 
tion  of  Thargelia,  a  courtesan  of  the  old  Ionian  times,  that 
she  made  her  addresses  to  men  of  great  power.  Thargelia 
was  a  great  beauty,  extremely  charming,  and  at  the  same 
time  sagacious ;  she  had  numerous  suitors  among  the 
Greeks,  and  brought  all  who  had  to  do  with  her  over  to 
tiie  Persian  interest,  and  by  their  means,  being  men  of  the 
greatest  power  and  station,  sowed  the  seeds  of  tlie  Median 
faction  up  and  down  in  several  cities.  Aspasia,  some  say, 
was  courted  and  caressed  by  Pericles  upon  account  of  her 
knowledge  and  skill  in  politics.  Socrates  himself  would 
sometimes  go  to  visit  her,  and  some  of  his  acquaintance 
with  him ;  and  those  who  frequented  her  company  would 
carry  their  wives  witli  them  to  listen  to  her.  Her  occupa- 
tion was  anything  but  creditable,  her  house  being  a  home 
for  young  courtesans,  .^schines  tells  us,  also,  that 
Lysicles,  a  sheep-dealer,  a  man  of  low  birth  and  character, 
by  keeping  Aspasia  company  after  Pericles's  death,  came 
to  be  a  chief  man  in  Athens.  And  in  Plato's  Menexenus, 
though  we  do  not  take  the  introduction  as  quite  serious, 
still  thus  much  seems  to  be  historical,  that  she  had  the 
repute  of  being  resorted  to  by  many  of  the  Athenians  for 
instruction  in  the  art  of  speaking.  Pericles's  inclination 
for  her  seems,  however,  to  have  rather  proceeded  from  the 
passion  of  love.  He  had  a  wife  that  was  near  of  kin  to 
him,  who  had  been  married  first  to  Hipponicus,  by  whom 
she  had  Callias,  surnamed  the  Rich ;  and  also  she  brought 
Pericles,  while  she  lived  with  him,  two  sons,  Xanthippus 
and  Paralus.  Afterwards,  when  they  did  not  well  agree, 
nor  like  to  live  together,  he  parted  with  her,  with  her  own 
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consent,  to  another  man,  and  himself  took  Aspasia,  and 
loved  her  with  wonderful  affection  ;  every  day,  both  as  ho 
went  out  and  as  lie  came  in  from  the  market-place,  he 
saluted  and  kissed  her. 

In  the  comedies  she  goes  by  the  nicknames  of  the  new 
Omphale  and  Deianira,  and  again  is  styled  Juno.  Cratinus, 
in  downright  terms,  calls  her  a  harlot. 

To  And  him  a  Juno  the  goddess  ol  lust 
Bore  that  harlot  past  shame, 
Aspasia  by  name. 

It  should  seem  also  that  he  had  a  son  by  her;  Eupolis, 
in  his  Demi,  introduced  Pericles  asking  after  his  safety,  and 
Myronides  replying, 

«  My  son  ?  "   "  He  lives :  a  man  he  had  been  long; 
But  that  the  harlot-mother  did  him  wrong." 

Aspasia,  they  say,  became  so  celebrated  and  renowned,  that 
Cyrus  also,  who  made  war  against  Artaxerxesfor  the  Persian 
monarchy,  gave  her  whom  he  loved  the  best  of  all  his  con. 
cubines  the  name  of  Aspasia,  who  before  that  was  called 
Milto.  She  was  a  Phocaean  by  birth,  the  daughter  of  one 
Hermotimus,  and,  when  Cyrus  fell  in  battle,  was  carried  to 
the  king,  and  had  great  influence  at  court.  These  things 
coming  into  my  memory  as  I  am  writing  this  story,  it  would 
be  unnatural  for  me  to  omit  them. 

Pericles,  however,  was  particularly  charged  with  having 
proposed  to  the  assembly  the  war  against  the  Saniians, 
from  favor  to  the  Milesians,  upon  the  entreaty  of  Aspasia. 
For  the  two  states  were  at  war  for  the  possession  of 
Priene;  and  the  Samians,  getting  the  better,  refused  to  lay 
down  their  arms  and  to  have  the  controversy  betwixt  them 
decided  by  arbitration  before  the  Athenians.  Pericles, 
therefore,  fitting  out  a  fleet,  went  and  broke  up  the 
oligarchical  government  at  Samos,  and  taking  fifty  of  the 
principal  men  of  the  town  as  hostages,  and  as  many  of 
Itheir  children,  sent  them  to  the  isle  of  Lemuos,  there  to  l» 
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kept,  though  he  had  offers,  as  some  relate,  ot  a  talent 
apiece  for  himself  from  each  one  of  the  hostages,  and  of 
many  other  presents  from  those  ^yho  A^  ere  anxious  not  to 
have  a  democracy.  Moreover,  Pisuthnes  the  Persian,  one 
of  the  king's  lieutenants,  bearing  some  good-will  to  the 
Samians,  sent  him  ten  thousand  pieces  of  gold  to  excuse  the 
city.  Pericles,  however,  would  receive  none  of  all  this ; 
but  after  he  had  taken  that  course  with  the  Samians  which 
he  thought  fit,  and  set  up  a  democracy  among  them,  sailed 
back  to  Athens. 

But  they,  however,  immediately  revolted,  Pisuthnes 
having  privily  got  away  their  hostages  for  them,  and  pro- 
vided them  with  means  for  the  war.  Whereupon  Pericles 
came  out  with  a  fleet  a  second  time  against  them,  and  found 
them  not  idle  nor  slinking  away,  but  manfully  resolved  to 
try  for  the  dominion  of  the  sea.  The  issue  was,  that  after 
a  sharp  sea-fight  about  the  island  called  Tragia,  Pericles 
obtained  a  decisive  victory,  having  with  forty-four  ships 
routed  seventy  of  the  enemy's,  twenty  of  which  were 
carrying  soldiers.  \ 

Together  with  his  victory  and  pursuit,  having  made  him- 
self master  of  the  port,  he  laid  siege  to  the  Samians,  and 
blocked  them  up,  who  yet,  one  way  or  another,  still  vent- 
ured to  make  sallies,  and  fight  under  the  city  walls.  But 
after  that  another  greater  fleet  from  Athens  was  arrived, 
and  that  the  Samians  were  now  shut  up  with  a  close  lea- 
guer on  every  side,  Pericles,  taking  with  him  sixty  galleys, 
sailed  out  hito  the  main  sea,  with  the  intention,  as  most 
authors  give  the  account,  to  meet  a  squadron  of  Phoenician 
ships  that  were  coming  for  the  Samians'  relief,  and  to  fight 
them  at  as  great  distance  as  could  be  from  the  island ;  but. 
as  Stesimbrotus  says,  with  a  design  of  putting  over  to 
Cyprus;  which  does  not  seem  to  be  probable.  But,  which- 
ever of  the  two  was  his  intention,  it  seems  to  have  been  a 
miscalculation.  For  on  his  departure,  Melissus,  the  son  of 
Ithagenes,  a  philosopher,  being  at  that  time  the  general  in 
21 
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Samos,  despising  either  the  small  miniber  of  llu'  ships  that 
were  left  or  tlie  inexperience  of  the  commanders,  prevailed 
with  the  citizens  to  attack  the  Athenians.  And  the  Sa 
luians  having  won  tlie  battle,  and  taken  several  of  the  men 
prisoners,  and  disabled  several  of  the  ships,  were  masters 
of  the  sea,  and  brought  into  port  all  necessaries  they 
wanted  for  the  war,  which  they  had  not  before.  Aristotle 
says,  too,  that  Pericles  had  been  once  before  this  worsted 
by  this  Melissus  in  a  sea-fight. 

The  Samians,  that  they  might  requite  an  affront  which 
had  before  been  put  upon  them,  branded  the  Athenians, 
whom  they  took  prisoners,  in  their  foreheads,  ^\ith  the 
figure  ol  an  owl.  For  so  the  Athenians  had  marked  them 
before  with  a  Samsena,  which  is  a  sort  of  ship,  low  and  flat 
in  the  prow,  so  as  to  look  snub-nosed,  but  wide  and  large 
and  well-spread  in  the  hold,  by  which  it  both  carries  a 
large  cargo  and  sails  well.  And  it  was  so  called,  because 
the  first  of  that  kind  was  seen  at  Samos,  having  been  built 
by  order  of  Polycrates  the  tyrant.  These  brands  upon  the 
Samians'  foreheads,  they  say,  are  the  allusion  in  the  pas. 
sage  of  Aristophanes,  where  he  says, — 

For,  oh,  tho  Samians  are  a  lettered  peopla 

Pericles,  as  soon  as  news  was  brought  him  of  the  disaster 
that  had  befallen  his  army,  made  all  the  haste  he  could  to 
come  in  to  their  relief,  and  having  defeated  Melissus,  who 
bore  up  against  him,  and  put  the  enemy  to  flight,  he  im- 
mediately proceeded  to  hem  them  in  with  a  wall,  resolving 
to  master  them  and  take  the  town,  rather  with  some  cost 
and  time  than  with,  the  wounds  and  hazards  of  his  citizens. 
But  as  it  was  a  hard  matter  to  keep  back  the  Athenians, 
who  were  vexed  at  the  delay,  and  were  eagerly  bent  to 
fight,  he  divided  the  whole  multitude  into  eight  parts,  and 
arranged  by  lot  that  that  part  which  had  the  white  bean 
should  have  leave  to  feast  and  take  their  ease  while  the 
other  seven  were  fighting.   And  this  is  the  reason,  they 
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gay,  that  people,  when  at  any  time  they  have  been  merry, 
and  enjoyed  themselves,  called  it  white  day,  in  allusion  to 
this  white  bean, 

Ephorus  the  historian  tells  us  besides,  that  Pericles  made 
use  of  engines  of  battery  in  this  siege,  being  much  taken 
with  the  curiousness  of  the  invention,  with  the  aid  and 
presence  of  Artemon  himself,  the  engineer,  who,  being 
lame,  used  to  be  carried  about  in  a  litter,  where  the  works 
required  his  attendance,  and  for  that  reason  was  called 
Periphoretus.  But  Heraclides  Ponticus  disproves  this  out 
of  Anacreon's  poems,  where  mention  is  made  of  this  Arte- 
mon Periphoretus  several  ages  before  the  Samian  war,  or 
any  of  these  occurrences.  And  he  says  that  Artemon, 
being  a  man  who  loved  his  ease,  and  had  a  great  apprehen- 
sion of  danger,  for  the  most  part  kept  close  within  doors, 
having  two  of  his  servants  to  hold  a  brazen  shield  over  his 
head,  that  nothing  might  fall  upon  him  from  above ;  and  if 
he  were  at  any  time  forced  upon  necessity  to  go  abroad, 
that  he  was  carried  about  in  a  little  hanging  bed,  close  to 
the  very  ground,  and  that  for  this  reason  he  was  called 
Periphoretus. 

In  the  ninth  month,  the  Samians  surrendering  themselves 
and  delivering  up  the  town,  Pei'icles  pulled  down  their 
walls,  and  seized  their  shipping,  and  set  a  fine  of  a  large 
sum  of  money  upon  them,  part  of  which  they  paid  down 
at  once,  and  they  agreed  to  bring  in  the  rest  by  a  certain 
time,  and  gave  hostages  for  security.  Duris  the  Samian 
makes  a  tragical  drama  out  of  these  events,  charging  the 
Athenians  and  Pericles  with  a  great  deal  of  cruelty,  which 
neither  Thucydides,  nor  Ephorus,  nor  Aristotle  have  given 
any  relation  of,  and  probably  with  little  regard  to  truth  j 
how,  for  example,  he  brought  the  captains  and  soldiers  of 
the  galleys  into  the  market-place  at  Miletus,  and  there 
having  bound  them  fast  to  boards  for  ten  days,  then,  when 
they  were  already  all  but  half  dead,  gave  order  to  have 
them  killed  by  beating  out  their  brains  with  clubs,  and 
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their  dead  bodies  to  be  flung  out  into  the  open  streets  and 
fields,  unbui  ied.  Duris,  however,  who,  even  where  he  baa 
no  private  feeling  concerned,  is  not  wont  to  keep  his  nar- 
rative  within  the  limits  of  truth,  is  the  more  likely  upon 
this  occasion  to  have  exaggerated  the  calamities  which 
befell  his  country,  to  create  odium  against  the  Athenians. 
Pericles,  however,  after  the  reduction  of  Samos,  returning 
back  to  Athens,  took  care  that  those  who  died  in  the  wai 
should  be  honorably  buried,  and  made  a  funeral  harangue, 
as  the  custom  is,  in  their  commendation  at  their  graveSj 
for  which  he  gained  great  admiration.  As  he  came  down 
from  the  stage  on  which  he  spoke,  the  rest  of  the  women 
came  and  complimented  liim,  taking  him  by  the  hand,  and 
crowning  him  with  garlands  and  ribbons,  like  a  victorious 
athlete  in  the  games ;  but  Elpinice,  coming  near  to  him, 
said,  "  These  are  brave  deeds,  Pericles,  that  you  have  done, 
and  such  as  deserve  our  chaplets  ;  who  have  lost  us  many 
a  worthy  citizen,  not  in  a  war  with  Phoenicians  or  Medes, 
like  my  brother  Cimon,  but  for  the  overthrow  of  an  allied 
and  kindred  city."  As  Elpinice  spoke  these  words,  he, 
smiling  quietly,  as  it  is  said,  returned  her  answer  with 
this  verse, — 

Old  women  should  not  seek  to  be  perfumed. 

Ion  says  of  him,  that  upon  this  exploit  of  his,  conquering 
the  Samians,  he  indulged  very  high  and  proud  thoughts 
of  himself :  whereas  Agamemnon  was  ten  years  taking  a 
barbarous  city,  he  had  in  nine  months'  time  vanquished  and 
taken  the  greatest  and  most  powerful  of  the  lonians.  And 
indeed  it  was  not  without  reason  that  he  assumed  this 
glory  to  himself,  for,  in  real  truth,  there  was  much  uncer- 
tainty and  great  hazard  in  this  great  war,  if  so  be,  as 
Thucydides  tells  us,  the  Samian  state  were  within  a  very 
little  of  wresting  the  Avhole  power  and  dominion  of  the  sea 
out  of  the  Athenians'  hands. 
After  this  was  over,  the  Peloponnesian  war  beginning  to 
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break  cut  in  full  tide,  he  advised  the  people  to  send  h?lp  to 
the  Corcyrseans,  who  were  attacked  by  the  Corinthians,  apd 
to  secure  to  themselves  an  island  possessed  of  great  naval 
resources,  since  the  Peloponnesians  were  already  all  but  in 
actual  hostilities  against  them.  The  people  readily  con- 
senting to  the  motion,  and  voting  an  aid  and  succor  for 
them,  he  despatched  Lacedsemonius,  Cimon's  son,  having 
only  ten  ships  with  him,  as  it  were  out  of  a  design  to 
affront  him ;  for  there  was  a  great  kindness  and  friendship 
betwixt  Cimon's  family  and  the  Lacedaemonians;  so,  in 
order  that  Lacedsemonius  might  lie  the  more  open  to  a 
charge,  or  suspicion  at  least,  of  favoring  the  Lacedaemo- 
nians and  playing  false,  if  he  performed  no  considerable 
exploit  in  this  service,  he  allowed  him  a  small  nmnber  of 
ships,  and  sent  him  out  against  his  will ;  and  indtcd  he 
made  it  somewhat  his  business  to  hinder  Cimon's  sona 
from  rising  in  the  state,  professing  that  by  their  very 
names  they  Avere  not  to  be  looked  upon  as  native  and  true 
Athenians,  but  foreigners  and  strangers,  one  being  called 
Lacedsemonius,  another  Thessalus,  and  the  third  Eleus ; 
and  they  were  all  three  of  them,  it  was  thought,  born  of  an 
Arcadian  woman.  Being,  however,  ill  spoken  of  on  account 
of  these  ten  galleys,  as  having  afforded  but  a  small  supply 
to  the  people  that  were  in  need,  and  yet  given  a  great  advan- 
tage to  those  who  might  complain  of  the  act  of  interven- 
tion, Pericles  sent  out  a  larger  force  afterwards  to  Corcyra, 
which  arrived  after  the  fight  was  over.  And  when  now 
the  Corinthians,  angry  and  indignant  with  the  Athenians, 
accused  them  publicly  at  Lacedaemon,  the  Megarians  joined 
with  them,  complaining  that  they  were,  contrary  to  com- 
mon right  and  the  articles  of  peace  sworn  to  among  the 
Greeks,  kept  out  and  driven  away  from  every  market  and 
from  all  ports  under  the  control  of  the  Athenians.  The 
.^ginetans,  also,  professing  to  be  ill-used  and  treated  with 
violence,  made  supplications  in  private  to  the  Lacedaemo- 
nians for  redress,  though  not  daring  openly  to  call  the 
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Athenians  in  question.  In  tlie  mean  time,  also,  the  citj 
Potidaea,  under  the  dominion  of  the  Athenians,  but  a  colony 
formerly  of  the  Corinthians,  liad  revolted,  and  was  beset 
with  a  formal  siege,  and  was  a  further  occasion  of  precip- 
itating  the  war. 

Yet  notwitlistanding  all  this,  there  being  embassies  sent 
to  Athens,  and  Archidamus,  the  king  of  the  Lacedaemo- 
nians, endeavoring  to  bring  the  greater  part  of  the  com- 
plaints and  matters  in  dispute  to  a  fair  determination,  and 
to  pacify  and  allay  the  heats  of  the  allies,  it  is  very  likely 
that  the  war  would  not  upon  any  other  grounds  of  quarrel 
have  fallen  upon  the  Athenians,  could  they  have  been  pre- 
vailed with  to  repeal  the  ordinance  against  the  Megarians, 
and  to  be  reconciled  to  them.  Upon  which  account,  since 
Pericles  was  the  man  who  mainly  opposed  it,  and  stirred 
up  the  people's  passions  to  persist  in  their  contention  with 
the  Megarians,  he  was  regarded  as  the  sole  cause  of  the  war. 

They  say,  moreover,  that  ambassadors  went,  by  order, 
from  Lacedaemon  to  Athens  about  this  very  business,  and 
that  when  Pericles  was  urging  a  certain  law  which  made  it 
illegal  to  take  down  or  withdraw  the  tablet  of  the  decree, 
one  of  the  ambassadors,  Polyalces  by  name,  said,  "  Well,  do 
not  take  it  down  then,  but  tinvi  it ;  there  is  no  law,  I  sup- 
pose, which  forbids  that ; "  which,  though  prettily  said, 
did  not  move  Pericles  from  his  resolution.  There  may 
have  been,  in  all  likelihood,  something  of  a  secret  grudge 
and  private  animosity  w  hich  he  had  against  the  Megarians. 
Yet,  upon  a  public  and  open  charge  against  them,  that  they 
had  appropriated  part  of  the  sacred  land  on  the  frontier, 
he  proposed  a  decree  that  a  herald  should  be  sent  to  them, 
and  the  same  also  to  the  Lacedaemonians,  with  an  accusa- 
tion of  the  Megarians  ;  an  order  which  certainly  shows 
equitable  and  friendly  proceeding  enough.  And  after  that 
the  herald  who  was  sent,  by  name  Anthemocritus,  died, 
and  it  was  believed  that  the  JVIegarians  had  contrived  his 
death,  then  Charinus  proposed  a  decree  against  them,  that 
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there  should  be  an  irreconcilable  and  implacable  enmity 
thenceforward  betwixt  the  two  commonwealths  ;  and  that  if 
any  one  of  the  Megarians  should  but  set  his  foot  iiT  Attica, 
he  should  be  put  to  death ;  and  that  the  commanders,  when 
they  take  the  usual  oath,  should,  over  and  above  that,  swear 
that  they  will  twice  every  year  make  an  inroad  into  the  Me- 
garian  country ;  and  that  Anthemocritus  should  be  buried 
near  the  Thriasian  Gates,  which  are  now  called  the  Dipylon, 
or  Double  Gate. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  Megarians,  utterly  denying  and 
disowning  the  murder  of  Anthemocritus,  throw  the  whole 
matter  upon  Aspasia  and  Pericles,  availing  themselves  cf 
the  famous  verses  in  the  Acharnians, 

To  Megara  some  of  our  madcaps  ran. 
And  stole  Simaetha  thence,  their  courtesan. 
Which  exploit  the  Megarians  to  outdo. 
Came  to  Aspasia's  house,  and  took  off  two. 

The  true  occasion  of  the  quarrel  is  not  so  easy  to  find 
out.  But  of  inducing  the  refusal  to  aimul  the  decree,  all 
alike  charge  Pericles.  Some  say  he  met  the  request  with  a 
positive  refusal,  out  of  high  spirit  and  a  view  of  the  state's 
best  interest,  accounting  that  the  demand  made  in  those 
embassies  was  designed  for  a  trial  of  their  compliance,  and 
that  a  concession  would  be  taken  for  a  confession  of  weak- 
ness as  if  they  durst  not  do  otherwise ;  while  other  some 
there  are  who  say  that  it  was  rather  out  of  arrogance  and 
a  wilful  spirit  of  contention,  to  show  his  own  strength,  that 
he  took  occasion  to  slight  the  Lacedaemonians.  The  worst 
motive  of  all,  which  is  confirmed  by  most  Avitnesses,  is  to 
the  following  effect :  Phidias  the  Moulder  had,  as  has  be- 
fore been  said,  undertaken  to  make  the  statue  of  Minerva. 
Now  he,  being  admitted  to  friendship  with  Pericles,  and  a 
great  favorite  of  his,  had  many  enemies  upon  this  account, 
who  envied  and  maligned  him ;  who  also,  to  make  trial  in  a 
case  of  his,  what  kind  of  judges  the  commons  would  prove 
sho'ild  there  be  occasion  to  bring  Pericles  himself  before 
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them,  having  tampered  with  Menon,  one  who  had  been  a 
workman  with  Phidias,  stationed  liira  in  tlie  market-place, 
with  a  petition  desiring  public  security  upon  his  discovery 
and  impeachment  of  Phidias.  The  people  admitting  the 
man  to  tell  his  story,  and  the  prosecution  proceeding  in 
the  assembly,  there  was  nothing  of  theft  or  cheat  proved 
against  him  ;  for  Phidias,  from  the  very  first  beginning,  by 
the  advice  of  Pericles,  had  so  wrought  and  wi-apt  the  gold 
that  was  used  in  the  work  about  the  statue,  that  they 
might  take  it  all  oft",  and  make  out  the  just  weight  of  it, 
which  Pericles  at  that  time  bade  the  accusers  do.  But  the 
reputation  of  his  works  was  what  brought  envy  upon 
Phidias,  especially  that  where  he  represents  the  fight  of  the 
Amazons  upon  the  goddesses'  shield,  he  had  introduced  a 
likeness  of  himself  as  a  bald  old  man  holding  up  a  great 
stone  with  both  hands,  and  had  put  in  a  very  fine  represen- 
tation of  Pericles  fighting  with  an  Amazon.  And  the  posi- 
tion of  the  hand  which  holds  out  the  spear  in  front  of  the 
face,  was  ingeniously  contrived  to  conceal  in  some  degree 
the  likeness,  which  meantime  showed  itself  on  either  side. 

Phidias  then  was  carried  away  to  prison,  and  there  died 
of  a  disease  ;  but,  as  some  say,  of  poison,  administered  by  the 
enemies  of  Pericles,  to  raise  a  slander,  or  a  suspicion  at  least, 
as  though,  he  had  procured  it.  The  informer  Menon,  upon 
Glycon's  proposal,  the  people  made  free  from  payment  of 
taxes  and  customs,  and  ordered  the  generals  to  take  care 
that  nobody  should  do  him  any  hurt.  About  the  same  time, 
Aspasia  was  indicted  of  impiety,  upon  the  complaint  of 
Hermippus  the  comedian,  who  also  laid  further  to  her 
charge  that  she  received  into  her  house  freeborn  women 
for  the  uses  of  Pericles.  And  Diopithes  proposed  a  decree, 
that  public  accusations  should  be  laid  against  persons  who 
neglected  religion,  or  taught  new  doctrines  about  things 
above,  directing  suspicion,  by  means  of  Anaxagoras,  against 
Pericles  himself.  The  people  receiving  and  admitting  these 
accusations  and  complaints,  at  length,  by  this  means,  they 
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came  to  enact  a  decree,  at  the  motion  of  Dracontides,  that 
Pericles  should  bring  in  the  accounts  of  the  moneys  he  ha(/. 
expended,  and  lodge  them  with  the  Prytanes  ;  and'that  the 
judges,  carrying  their  suffrage  from  the  altar  in  the  Acrop- 
olis, should  examine  and  determine  the  business  in  the 
city.  This  last  clause  Hagnon  took  out  of  tl:e  decree,  and 
moved  that  the  causes  should  be  tried  before  fifteen  hundred 
jurors,  whether  they  should  be  styled  prosecutions  for  rob- 
bery, or  bribery,  or  any  kind  of  malversation.  Aspasia, 
Pericles  begged  off,  shedding,  as  ^schines  says,  many  tears 
at  the  trial,  and  personally  entreating  the  jurors.  But 
fearing  how  it  might  go  with  Anaxagoras,  he  sent  him  out 
of  the  city.  And  finding  that  in  Phidias's  case  he  had  mis- 
carried with  the  people,  being  afraid  of  impeachment,  he 
kindled  the  war,  which  hitherto  had  lingered  and  smothered, 
and  blew  it  up  into  a  flame ;  hoping,  by  that  means,  to  dis- 
perse and  scatter  these  complaints  and  charges,  and  to 
allay  their  jealousy ;  the  city  usually  throwing  herself  upon 
him  alone,  and  trusting  to  his  sole  conduct,  upon  the 
urgency  of  great  affairs  and  public  dangers,  by  reason  of  his 
authority  and  the  sway  he  bore. 

These  are  given  out  to  have  been  the  reasons  which  in- 
duced  Pericles  not  to  suffer  the  people  of  Athens  to  yield 
to  the  proposals  of  the  Lacedaemonians ;  but  their  truth  ia 
uncertain. 

The  Lacedaemonians,  for  their  part,  feeling  sure  that  if 
they  could  once  remove  him,  they  might  be  at  what  terms 
they  pleased  with  the  Athenians,  sent  them  word  that  they 
should  expel  the  "  Pollution  "  with  which  Pericles  on  the 
mother's  side  was  tainted,  as  Thucydides  tells  us.  But  the 
issue  proved  quite  contrary  to  what  those  who  sent  the 
message  expected ;  instead  of  bringing  Pericles  under  sus- 
picion and  reproach,  they  raised  him  into  yet  greater  credit 
and  esteem  with  the  citizens,  as  a  man  whom  their  enemies 
most  hated  and  feared.  In  the  same  way,  also,  before 
Archidamus,  who  was  at  the  head  of  the  Peloponnesians, 
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milde  his  invasion  into  Attica,  he  told  the  Athenians  before, 
hand,  that  if  Archidamus,  while  he  laid  waste  the  rest  of 
the  country,  should  forbear  and  spare  his  estate,  either  on 
the  ground  of  friendship  or  right  of  hospitality  that  wag 
betwixt  them,  or  on  purpose  to  give  his  enemies  an  occa- 
sion of  traducing  him  ;  that  then  he  did  freely  bestow  upon 
the  state  all  that  his  land  and  the  buildings  upon  it  for  tbe 
public  use.  The  Lacedaemonians,  therefore,  and  their  allies, 
with  a  great  army,  invaded  the  Athenian  territories,  under 
the  conduct  of  king  Archidamus,  and  laying  waste  the 
country,  marched  on  as  far  as  Acharnse,  and  there  pitched 
their  camp,  presuming  that  the  Athenians  would  never  en- 
dure  that,  but  would  come  out  and  fight  them  for  their  coun- 
try's and  their  honor's  sake.  But  Pericles  looked  upon  it  as 
dangerous  to  engage  in  battle,  to  the  risk  of  the  city  itself, 
against  sixty  thousand  men-at-arms  of  Peloponnesians  and 
Boeotians;  for  so  many  they  were  in  number  that  made  the 
inroad  at  first ;  and  he  endeavored  to  appease  those  who 
were  desirous  to  fight,  and  were  grieved  and  discontented 
to  see  how  things  went,  and  gave  them  good  words,  say- 
ing, that  "  trees,  when  they  are  lopped  and  cut,  grow  up 
again  in  a  short  time,  but  men,  being  once  lost,  cannot 
easily  be  recovered."  He  did  not  convene  the  people  into 
an  assembly,  for  fear  lest  they  should  force  him  to  act 
against  his  judgment ;  but,  like  a  skilful  steersman  or  pilot 
of  a  ship,  who,  when  a  sudden  squall  comes  on,  out  at  sea, 
makes  all  his  arrangements,  sees  that  all  is  tight  and  fast, 
and  then  follows  the  dictates  of  his  skill,  and  minds  the 
business  of  the  ship,  taking  no  notice  of  the  tears  and  en- 
treaties of  the  sea-sick  and  fearful  passengers,  so  he,  having 
shut  up  the  city  gates,  and  placed  guards  at  all  posts  for 
security,  followed  his  own  reason  and  judgment,  little  re- 
garding those  that  cried  out  against  him  and  were  angry 
at  his  management,  although  there  were  a  great  many  of 
his  friends  that  urged  him  with  requests,  and  many  of  his 
enemies  threatened  and  accused  him  for  doing  as  Ue  did, 
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and  many  made  songs  and  lampoons  upon  him,  which  were 
sung  about  the  town  to  his  disgrace,  reproaching  him  with 
the  cowardly  exercise  of  his  office  of  general,  and  the  tame 
abandonment  of  everything  to  the  enemy's  hands. 

Cleon,  also,  already  was  among  his  assailants,  making 
use  of  the  feeling  against  him  as  a  step  to  the  leadership 
of  the  people,  as  appears  in  the  anapsestio  verses  of 
Hermippufi^ 

Satyr-king,  instead  of  swords, 
Will  you  always  handle  words  ? 
Very  brave  indeed  we  find  them. 
But  a  Teles  lurks  behind  them. 
Yet  to  gnash  your  teeth  you're  seen. 
When  the  little  dagger  keen. 
Whetted  every  day  anew. 
Of  sharp  Cleon  touches  you. 

Pericles,  however,  was  not  at  all  moved  by  any  attacks, 
but  took  all  patiently,  and  submitted  in  silence  to  the  dis- 
grace they  threw  upon  him  and  the  ill-will  they  bore  him  ; 
and,  sending  out  a  fleet  of  a  hundred  galleys  to  Pelopon- 
nesus, he  did  not  go  along  with  it  in  person,  but  stayed 
behind,  that  he  might  watch  at  home  and  keep  the  city 
under  his  own  control,  till  the  Peloponnesians  broke  up 
their  camp  and  were  gone.  Yet  to  soothe  the  common 
people,  jaded  and  distressed  with  the  war,  he  relieved  thera 
with  distributions  of  public  moneys,  and  ordained  new 
divisions  of  subject  land.  For  having  turned  out  all  the 
people  of  ^gina,  he  parted  the  island  among  the  Athenians 
according  to  lot.  Some  comfort,  also,  and  ease  in  their 
miseries,  they  might  receive  from  what  their  enemies  en- 
dured.  For  the  fleet,  sailing  round  the  Peloponnese, 
ravaged  a  great  deal  of  the  country,  and  pillaged  and  plun- 
dered the  towns  and  smaller  cities ;  and  by  land  he  him- 
self entered  with  an  army  the  Megarian  country,  and  made 
havoc  of  it  all.  Whence  it  is  clear  that  the  Peloponnesians, 
though  they  did  the  Athenians  much  mischief  by  land,  yet 
sufEering  as  much  themselves  from  them  by  sea,  would  not 
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have  protracted  the  war  to  such  a  length,  but  would  quickly 
have  given  it  over,  as  Pericles  at  first  foretold  they  would, 
had  not  some  divine  power  crossed  human  purposes. 

In  the  first  place,  the  pestilential  disease,  or  plague, 
seized  upon  the  city,  and  ate  up  all  the  flower  and  prime 
of  their  youth  and  strength.  Upon  occasion  of  which,  the 
people,  distempered  and  afflicted  in  their  souls,  as  well  as 
in  their  bodies,  were  utterly  enraged  like  madmen  against 
Pericles,  and,  like  patients  grown  delirious,  sought  to  lay 
violent  hands  on  their  physician,  or,  as  it  were,  their  father. 
They  had  been  possessed,  by  his  enemies,  with  the  belief 
that  the  occasion  of  the  plague  was  the  crowding  of  the 
country  people  together  into  the  town,  forced  as  they  were 
now,  in  the  heat  of  the  summer-weather,  to  dwell  many  of 
them  together  even  as  they  could,  in  small  tenements  and 
stifling  hovels,  and  to  be  tied  to  a  lazy  course  of  life  within 
doors,  whereas  before  they  lived  in  a  pure,  open,  and  free 
air.  The  cause  and  author  of  all  this,  said  they,  is  he  who 
on  account  of  the  war  has  poured  a  multitude  of  people 
from  the  country  in  upon  us  within  the  walls,  and  uses  all 
these  many  men  that  he  has  here  upon  ho  employ  or  service, 
but  keeps  them  pent  up  like  cattle,  to  be  overrun  with  in- 
fection from  one  another,  affording  them  neither  shift  of 
quarters  nor  any  refreshment. 

With  the  design  to  remedy  these  evils,  and  do  the  enemy 
some  inconvenience,  Pericles  got  a  hundred  and  fifty  galleys 
ready,  and  having  embarked  many  tried  soldiers,  both  foot 
and  liorse,  was  about  to  sail  out,  giving  great  hope  to  his 
citizens,  and  no  less  alarm  to  his  enemies,  upon  the  sight 
of  so  great  a  force.  And  now  the  vessels  having  their  com- 
plement of  men,  and  Pericles  being  gone  aboard  his  own 
galley,  it  happened  that  the  sun  was  eclipsed,  and  it  grew 
dark  on  a  sudden,  to  the  affright  of  all,  for  this  was  looked 
upon  as  extremely  ominous.  Pericles,  therefore,  perceiv- 
ing the  steersman  seized  with  fear  and  at  a  loss  what  to 
do,  took  his  cloak  and  held  it  up  before  the  man's  face,  and, 
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screening  him  with  it  so  that  he  could  not  see,  asked  him 
whether  he  imagined  there  was  any  great  hurt,  or  tlie  sign 
of  any  great  hurt  in  this,  and  he  answering  No,  "  Why," 
said  he,  "  and  what  does  that  differ  from  this,  only  that 
what  has  caused  that  darkness  there,  is  something  greater 
than  a  cloak?"  This  is  a  story  which  philosophers  tell 
their  scholars.  Pericles,  however,  after  putting  out  to  sea, 
seems  not  to  have  done  any  other  exploit  befitting  such 
preparations,  and  when  he  had  laid  siege  to  the  holy  city 
Epidaurus,  which  gave  him  some  hope  of  surrender,  mis- 
carried in  his  design  by  reason  of  tlie  sickness.  For  it  not 
only  seized  upon  the  Athenians,  but  upon  all  others,  too, 
that  held  any  sort  of  communication  with  the  army.  Find- 
ing after  this  the  Athenians  ill-affected  and  highly  dis- 
pleased with  him,  he  tried  and  endeavored  what  he  could 
to  appease  and  re-encourage  them.  But  he  could  not  pacify 
or  allay  their  anger,  nor  persuade  or  prevail  with  them  any 
way,  till  they  freely  passed  their  votes  upon  him,  resumed 
their  power,  took  away  his  command  fi-om  him,  and  fined 
him  in  a  sum  of  money  ;  which  by  their  account  that  say 
least,  was  fifteen  talents,  wliile  they  who  reckon  most, 
name  fifty.  The  name  prefixed  to  the  accusation  was 
Cleon,  as  Idomeneus  tells  us ;  Simmias,  according  to 
Theophrastus ;  and  Heraclides  Ponticus  gives  it  as  Lac- 
ratidas. 

After  this,  public  troubles  were  soon  to  leave  him  unmo- 
lested ;  the  people,  so  to  say,  discharged  their  passion  in 
their  stroke,  and  lost  their  stings  in  the  wound.  But  his 
domestic  concerns  were  in  an  unhappy  condition,  many  of 
his  friends  and  acquaintance  having  died  in  the  plague 
time,  and  those  of  his  family  having  long  since  been  in  dis- 
order and  in  a  kind  of  mutiny  against  him.  For  the  eldest 
of  his  lawfully  begotten  sons,  Xanthippus  by  name,  being 
naturaOy  prodigal,  and  marrying  a  young  and  expensive 
wife,  the  daughter  of  Tisander,  son  of  Epilycus,  was  highly 
offended  at  his  father's  economy  in  making  him  but  a 
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scanty  allowance,  by  little  and  little  at  a  time.  He  senf^ 
therefore,  to  a  friend  one  day,  and  borrowed  some  money 
of  him  in  his  father  Pericles's  name,  pretending  it  was  by 
his  order.  The  man  coming  afterward  to  demand  the  debt, 
Pericles  was  so  far  from  yielding  to  pay  it,  that  he  entered  an 
action  against  him.  Upon  which  the  young  man,  Xanthip- 
pus,  thought  himself  so  ill-used  and  disobliged  that  he 
openly  reviled  his  father ;  telling  first,  by  way  of  ridicule, 
stories  about  his  conversations  at  home,  and  the  discourses 
he  had  with  the  sophists  and  scholars  that  came  to  his 
house.  As,  for  instance,  how  one  who  was  a  practiser  of 
the  five  games  of  skill,  having  with  a  dart  or  javelin  un- 
awares against  his  will  struck  and  killed  Epitimus  the 
Pharsalian,  his  father  spent  a  whole  day  with  Protagoras 
in  a  serious  dispute,  whether  the  javelin,  or  the  man  that 
threw  it,  or  the  masters  of  the  games  who  appointed  these 
sports,  were,  according  to  the  strictest  and  best  reason,  to 
be  accounted  the  cause  of  this  mischance.  Besides  this, 
Stesimbrotus  tells  us  that  it  was  Xanthippus  who  spread 
abroad  among  the  people  the  infamous  story  concerning 
his  own  wife ;  and  in  general  that  this  difference  of  the 
young  man's  with  his  father,  and  the  breach  betwixt  them, 
continued  never  to  be  healed  or  made  up  till  his  death. 
For  Xanthippus  died  in  the  plague  time  of  the  sickness. 
At  which  time  Pericles  also  lost  his  sister,  and  the  greatest 
part  of  his  relations  and  friends,  and  those  who  had  been 
most  useful  and  serviceable  to  him  in  managing  the  affairs 
of  state.  However,  he  did  not  shrink  or  give  in  upon  these 
occasions,  nor  betray  or  lower  his  high  spirit  and  the 
greatness  of  his  mind  under  all  his  misfortunes ;  he  was 
not  even  so  much  as  seen  to  weep  or  to  mourn,  or  even 
attend  the  burial  of  any  of  his  friends  or  relations,  till  at 
last  he  lost  his  only  remaining  legitimate  son.  Subdued 
by  this  blow,  and  yet  striving  still,  as  far  as  he  could,  to 
maintain  his  principle,  and  to  preserve  and  keep  up  tlie 
greatness  of  his  soul,  m  hen  he  came,  how  ever,  to  perform 
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the  ceremony  of  putting  a  garland  of  flowers  upon  the 
head  of  the  corpse,  he  was  vanquished  hy  his  passion  at 
the  sight,  so  "that  he  burst  into  exclamations,  and  shed 
copious  tears,  having  never  done  any  such  thing  in  all  his 
life  before. 

The  city  having  made  trial  of  other  generals  for  the  con- 
duct of  war,  and  orators  for  business  of  state,  when  they 
found  there  was  no  one  who  was  of  weight  enough  for  such 
a  charge,  or  of  authority  sufBcient  to  be  trusted  with  so 
great  a  command,  regretted  the  loss  of  him,  and  invited 
him  again  to  address  and  advise  them,  and  to  reassume  the 
office  of  general.  He,  however,  lay  at  home  in  dejection 
and  mourning;  but  was  persuaded  by  Alcibiades  and 
others  of  his  friends  to  come  abroad  and  show  himself  to 
the  people ;  who  having,  upon  his  appearance,  made  their 
acknowledgments,  and  apologized  for  their  untowardly 
treatment  of  him,  he  undertook  the  public  affairs  once 
more ;  and,  being  chosen  general,  requested  that  the  statute 
concerning  base-born  children,  which  he  himself  had  for- 
merly caused  to  be  made,  might  be  suspended ;  that  so  the 
name  and  race  of  his  family  might  not,  for  absolute  want 
of  a  lawful  heir  to  succeed,  be  wholly  lost  and  extinguished. 
The  case  of  the  statute  was  thus  :  Pericles,  when  long  ago 
at  the  height  of  his  power  in  the  state,  having  then,  as  has 
been  said,  children  lawfully  begotten,  proposed  a  law  that 
those  only  should  be  reputed  true  citizens  of  Athens  who 
were  born  of  such  parents  as  were  both  Athenians.  After 
this,  the  king  of  Egypt  having  sent  to  the  people,  by  way 
of  present,  forty  thousand  bushels  of  wheat,  which  were  to 
be  shared  out  among  the  citizens,  a  great  many  actions  and 
suits  about  legitimacy  occurred,  by  virtue  of  that  edict ; 
cases  which,  till  that  time,  had  not  been  known  nor  taken 
notice  of ;  and  several  persons  suffered  by  false  accusations. 
There  were  little  less  than  five  thousand  who  were  con- 
victed and  sold  for  slaves ;  those  who,  enduring  the  test, 
Temained  in  the  government  and  passed  muster  foi  tru« 
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Athenians  were  found  upon  tlie  poll  to  be  fourteen  thooi 
Band  and  forty  persons  in  number. 

It  looked  strange,  tbat  a  law,  which  had  been  carried  so 
far  against  so  many  people,  should  be  cancelled  again  by 
the  same  man  that  made  it ;  yet  the  present  calamity  and 
distress  which  Pericles  labored  under  in  his  family  broke 
through  all  objections,  and  prevailed  with  the  Athenians 
to  pity  him,  as  one  whose  losses  and  misfortunes  had  sufB- 
ciently  punished  his  former  arrogance  and  haughtiness. 
His  sufferings  deserved,  they  thought,  their  pity,  and  even 
indignation,  and  his  request  was  such  as  became  a  man  to 
ask  and  men  to  grant ;  they  gave  him  permission  to  enrol 
his  son  in  the  register  of  his  fraternity,  giving  him  his  own 
name.  This  son  afterward,  after  having  defeated  the 
Peloponnesians  at  Arginusse,  was,  with  his  fellow-generals, 
put  to  death  by  the  people. 

About  the  time  when  his  son  was  enrolled,  it  should 
seem,  the  plague  seized  Pericles,  not  with  sharp  and  vio- 
lent fits,  as  it  did  others  that  had  it,  but  with  a  dull  and 
lingering  distemper,  attended  with  various  changes  and 
alterations,  leisurely,  by  little  and  little,  wasting  the 
strength  of  his  body,  and  undermining  the  noble  faculties 
of  his  soul.  So  that  Theophrastus,  in  his  Morals,  when 
discussing  whether  men's  characters  change  with  their 
circumstances,  and  their  moral  habits,  disturbed  by  the 
ailings  of  their  bodies,  start  aside  from  the  rules  of  virtue, 
has  left  it  upon  record,  that  Pericles,  when  he  was  sick, 
showed  one  of  his  friends  that  came  to  visit  him,  an  amulet 
or  charm  that  the  women  had  hung  about  his  neck ;  as 
much  as  to  say,  that  he  was  very  sick  indeed  when  he 
would  admit  of  such  a  foolery  as  that  was. 

When  he  was  now  near  his  end,  the  best  of  the  citizens 
and  those  of  his  friends  who  were  left  alive,  sitting  about 
him,  were  speaking  of  the  greatness  of  his  merit,  and  his 
power,  and  reckoning  up  his  famous  actions  and  the  nuni' 
ber  of  bis  victories  ;  for  there  were  no  less  than  nine  tro 
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phles,  which,  as  their  chief  commander  and  conqueror  of  theii 
enemies,  he  had  set  up  for  the  honor  of  the  city.  They 
talked  thus  together  among  tliemselves,  as  though  he  were 
unable  to  understand  or  mind  what  they  said,  but  had  now 
lost  his  consciousness.  He  had  listened,  however,  all  the 
while,  and  attended  to  all,  and,  speaking  out  among  them, 
said  that  he  wondered  they  should  commend  and  take  notice 
of  things  which  were  as  much  owing  to  fortune  as  to  any 
thing  else,  and  had  happened  to  many  other  commanders, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  should  not  speak  or  make  mention 
of  that  which  was  the  most  excellent  and  greatest  thing  of 
all.  "  For,"  said  he,  "  no  Athenian,  through  my  means, 
ever  wore  mourning." 

He  was  indeed  a  character  deserving  our  high  admiration 
not  only  for  his  equitable  and  mild  temper,  which  all  along 
in  the  many  affairs  of  his  life,  and  the  great  animosities 
which  he  incurred,  he  constantly  maintained  ;  but  also  for 
the  high  spirit  and  feeling  which  made  him  regard  it  the 
noblest  of  all  his  honors  that,  in  the  exercise  of  such  im- 
mense power,  he  never  had  gratified  his  envy  or  his  passion, 
nor  ever  had  treated  any  enemy  as  irreconcilably  opposed 
to  him.  And  to  me  it  appears  that  this  one  thing  gives  that 
otherwise  childish  and  arrogant  title  a  fitting  and  becoming 
significance  ;  so  dispassionate  a  temper,  a  life  so  pure  and 
unblemished,  in  the  height  of  power  and  place,  might  well 
be  called  Olympian,  in  accordance  with  our  conceptions  of 
the  divine  beings,  to  whom,  as  the  natural  authors  of  all 
good  and  of  nothing  evil,  we  ascribe  the  rule  and  govern- 
ment  of  the  world.  Not  as  the  poets  represent,  who,  while 
confounding  us  with  their  ignorant  fancies,  are  themselves 
confuted  by  their  own  poems  and  fictions,  and  call  the  place, 
indeed,  where  they  say  the  gods  make  their  abode,  a  secure 
and  quiet  seat,  free  from  all  hazards  and  commotions,  un- 
troubled  with  winds  or  with  clouds,  and  equally  through  all 
time  illumined  with  a  soft  serenity  and  a  pure  light  aa 
though  such  were  a  home  most  agreeable  for  a  blessed  and 
22 
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Immortal  nature ;  and  yet,  in  the  meanwhile,  aflBrm  that 
the  gods  themselves  are  full  of  trouble  and  enmity  and 
anger  and  other  passions,  which  no  way  become  or  belong 
to  even  men  that  have  any  understanding.  But  this  will, 
perhaps,  seem  a  sul)ject  fitter  for  some  other  considerati<», 
and  that  ought  to  be  treated  of  in  some  other  place. 

The  course  of  public  affairs  after  his  death  produced  a 
'juick  and  speedy  sense  of  the  loss  of  Pericles.  Those  who, 
while  he  lived,  resented  his  great  authority,  as  that  which 
eclipsed  themselves,  presently  after  his  quitting  the  stage, 
making  trial  of  other  orators  and  demagogues,  readily  ac- 
knowledged that  there  never  had  been  in  nature  such  a 
disposition  as  his  was,  more  moderate  and  reasonal)le  in 
the  height  of  that  state  he  took  upon  him,  or  more  grave 
and  impressive  in  the  mildness  which  he  used.  And  that 
invidious  arbitrary  power,  to  which  formerly  they  gave  the 
name  of  monarchy  and  tyranny,  did  then  appear  to  have 
been  the  chief  bulwark  of  public  safety  ;  so  great  a  corrup. 
tion  and  such  a  flood  of  mischief  and  vice  followed  which  he, 
by  keeping  weak  and  low,  had  withheld  from  notice,  and 
had  prevented  from  attaining  incurable  height  through  a 
licentious  impunity. 


FABIUS. 

HAvrtfG  related  the  memorable  actions  of  Pericles,  our 
history  now  proceeds  to  the  life  of  Fabius.  A  sou  of  Her- 
cules and  a  nymph,  or  some  woman  of  that  country,  who 
brought  him  forth  on  the  banks  of  Tiber,  was,  it  is  said,  the 
first  Fabius,  the  founder  of  the  numerous  and  distinguished 
family  of  the  name.  Others  will  have  it  that  they  were 
first  called  Fodii,  because  the  first  of  the  race  delighted  in 
digging  pitfalls  for  wild  beasts, /ot/ere  being  still  the  Latin 
for  to  dig,  and  fossd  for  a  ditch,  and  that  in  process  0/  timft 
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by  the  change  of  the  two  letters,  they  grew  to  be  called 
Fabii.  But  be  these  things  true  or  false,  certain  it  is  that 
this  family  for  a  long  time  yielded  a  great  number  of  eminent 
persons.  Our  Fabius,  who  was  fourth  in  descent  from  that 
Fabius  Rullus  who  first  brought  the  honorable  surname  of 
Maximus  into  his  family,  was  also,  by  way  of  personal  nick- 
name, called  Verrucosus,  from  a  wart  on  his  upper  lip ;  and 
in  his  childhood  they  in  like  manner  named  him  Ovicula,  or 
The  Lamb,  on  account  of  his  extreme  mildness  of  temper. 
His  slowness  in  speaking,  his  long  labor  and  pains  in  learn- 
ing, his  deliberation  in  entering  into  the  sports  of  other 
children,  his  easy  submission  to  everybody,  as  if  he  had  no 
will  of  his  own,  made  those  who  judge  superficially  of  him, 
the  greater  number,  esteem  him  insensible  and  stupid ;  and 
few  only  saw  that  this  tardiness  proceeded  from  stability, 
and  discerned  the  greatness  of  his  mind,  and  the  lionlikeness 
of  his  temper.  But  as  soon  as  he  came  into  employments, 
his  virtues  exerted  and  showed  themselves ;  his  reputed  want 
of  energy  then  was  recognized  by  people  in  general  as  a 
freedom  of  passion ;  his  slowness  in  words  and  actions,  the 
effect  of  a  true  prudence;  his  want  of  rapidity  and  his 
sluggishness,  as  constancy  and  firmness. 

Living  in  a  great  commonwealth,  surrounded  by  many 
enemies,  he  saw  the  wisdom  of  inuring  his  body  (nature's 
own  weapon)  to  warlike  exercises,  and  disciplining  his 
tongue  for  public  oratory  in  a  style  conformable  to  his  life 
and  character.  His  eloquence,  indeed,  had  not  much  of 
popular  ornament,  nor  empty  artifice,  but  there  was  in  it 
great  weight  of  sense;  it  was  strong  and  sententious,  much 
after  the  way  of  Thucydides.  We  have  yet  extant  his 
funeral  oration  upon  the  death  of  his  son,  who  died  consul, 
which  he  recited  before  the  people. 

He  was  five  times  consul,  and  in  his  first  consulship  had 
the  honor  of  a  triumph  for  the  victory  he  gained  over  the 
Ligurians,  whom  he  defeated  in  a  set  battle,  and  drove 
them  to  take  shelter  in  the  ^Vlps,  from  whence  they  never 
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after  made  any  inroad  or  depredation  upon  their  neiglv 
Dors.  After  this,  Hannibal  came  into  Italy,  who,  athij 
first  entrance,  having  gained  a  great  battle  near  the  river 
Trebia,  traversed  all  Tuscany  with  his  victorious  army, 
and,  desolating  the  country  round  about,  filled  Rome  itsell 
with  astonishment  and  terror.  Besides  the  more  common 
signs  of  thunder  and  lightning  then  happening,  the  report 
of  several  unheard-of  and  utterly  strange  portents  much 
increased  the  popular  consternation.  For  it  was  said  that 
some  targets  sweated  blood;  that  at  Antium,  when  they 
reaped  their  corn,  many  of  the  ears  were  filled  with  blooa; 
that  it  had  rained  red-hot  stones ;  that  the  Falerians  had 
seen  the  heavens  open  and  several  scrolls  falling  down,  in 
one  of  which  was  plainly  written,  "Mars  himself  stirs  his 
arms."  But  these  prodigies  had  no  effect  upon  the 
impetuous  and  fiery  temper  of  the  consul  Flaminius,  whose 
natural  promptness  had  been  much  heightened  by  his  late 
unexpected  victory  over  the  Gauls,  when  he  fought  them 
contrary  to  the  order  of  the  senate  and  the  advice  of  his 
colleague.  Fabius,  on  the  other  side,  thought  it  not  seii* 
sonable  to  engage  with  the  enemy;  not  that  he  much 
regarded  the  prodigies,  which  he  thought  too  strange  to  be 
easily  understood,  though  many  were  alarmed  by  them ;  but 
in  regard  that  the  Carthaginians  were  but  few,  and  in  want 
of  money  and  supplies,  he  deemed  it  best  not  to  meet  in 
tlie  field  a  general  whose  army  had  been  tried  in  many 
encounters,  and  whose  object  was  a  battle,  but  to  send  aid 
to  their  allies,  control  the  movements  of  the  various  subject 
cities,  and  let  the  force  and  vigor  of  Hannibal  waste  away 
and  expire,  like  a  flame,  for  want  of  the  aliment. 

These  weighty  reasons  did  not  prevail  with  Flaminius, 
who  protested  he  would  never  suffer  tlie  advance  of  the 
enemy  to  the  city,  nor  be  reduced,  like  Camillus  in  former 
time,  to  fight  for  Koine  within  the  walls  of  Rome.  Accord- 
ingly he  ordered  the  tribunes  to  draw  out  the  army  into  the 
field;  and  tliougli  he  himself,  leaping  pn  horseback  tog" 
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out,  was  no  sooner  mounted  but  the  beast,  without  any 
apparent  cause,  fell  into  so  violent  a  fit  of  trembling  and 
bounding  that  he  cast  bis  rider  headlong  on  the  ground,  he 
was  no  ways  deterred ;  but  proceeded  as  he  had  begun,  and 
marched  forward  up  to  Hannibal,  who  was  posted  near  the 
Lake  Thrasymene  in  Tuscany.  At  the  moment  of  this 
engagement,  there  happened  so  great  an  earthquake,  that  it 
destroyed  several  towns,  altered  the  course  of  rivers,  and 
carried  off  parts  of  high  cliffs,  yet  such  was  the  eagerness 
of  the  combatants,  that  they  were  entirely  insensible 
of  it. 

In  this  battle  Flaminius  fell,  after  many  proofs  of  his 
strength  and  courage,  and  round  about  him  all  the  bravest 
of  the  army ;  in  the  whole,  fifteen  thousand  were  killed, 
and  as  many  made  prisoners.  Hannibal,  desirous  to  bestow 
funeral  honors  upon  the  body  of  Flaminius,  made  diligent 
search  after  it,  but  could  not  find  it  among  the  dead,  nor 
was  it  ever  known  what  became  of  it.  Upon  the  former 
engagement  near  Trebia,  neither  the  general  who  wrote,  nor 
the  express  who  told  the  news,  used  straightforward  and 
direct  terms,  nor  related  it  otherwise  than  as  a  drawn  battle, 
with  equal  loss  on  either  side ;  but  on  this  occasion  as  soon 
as  Pomponius  the  praetor  had  the  intelligence,  he  caused 
the  people  to  assemble,  and,  without  disguising  or  dissem- 
bling the  matter,  told  them  plainly,  "We  are  beaten,  O 
Romans,  in  a  great  battle ;  the  consul  Flaminius  is  killed  ; 
think,  therefore,  what  is  to  be  done  for  your  safety."  Let- 
ting loose  his  news  like  a  gate  of  wind  upon  an  open  sea,  he 
threw  the  city  into  utter  confusion :  in  such  consternation, 
their  thoughts  found  no  support  or  stay.  The  danger  at 
hand  at  last  awakened  their  judgments  into  a  resolution  to 
choose  a  dictator,  who  by  the  sovereign  authority  of  his 
office,  and  by  his  personal  wisdom  and  courage,  might  be 
able  to  manage  the  public  affairs.  Their  choice  unan- 
imously fell  upon  Fabius,  whose  character  seemed  equal  to 
the  greatness  of  the  office ;  whose  age  was  so  far  advanced 
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Rs  to  give  hira  experience,  without  taking  from  him  the 
vigor  of  action ;  his  body  could  execute  what  his  soul 
designed;  and  his  temper  was  a  happy  compound  ot 
confidence  and  cautiousness. 

Fabius,  being  thus  installed  in  the  office  of  dictator,  in  the 
first  place  gave  the  command  of  the  horse  to  Lucius  Minu- 
cius  ;  and  next  asked  leave  of  the  senate  for  himself,  that 
in  time  of  battle  he  might  serve  on  horseback,  which  by  an 
ancient  law  amongst  the  Romans  Avas  forbid  to  their 
generals ;  whether  it  were,  that,  placing  their  greatest 
strength  in  their  foot,  they  would  have  their  commanders- 
in-chief  posted  amongst  them,  or  else  to  let  them  know, 
that,  how  great  and  absolute  soever  their  authority  were, 
the  people  and  senate  were  still  their  masters,  of  whom 
they  must  ask  leave.  Fabius,  however,  to  make  the  au- 
thority of  his  charge  more  observable,  and  to  render  the 
people  more  submissive  and  obedient  to  him,  caused  himself 
to  be  accompanied  with  the  full  body  of  four-and-twenty 
lictors ;  and,  when  the  surviving  consul  came  to  visit  him, 
sent  him  word  to  dismiss  his  lictors  with  their  fasces,  the 
ensigns  of  authority,  and  appear  before  him  as  a  private 
person. 

The  first  solemn  action  of  his  dictatorship  was  very  fitly 
a  religious  one :  an  admonition  to  the  people,  that  their 
late  overthrow  had  not  befallen  them  through  want  of 
courage  in  their  soldiers,  but  through  the  neglect  of  divine 
ceremonies  in  the  general.  He  therefore  exhorted  them 
not  to  fear  the  enemy,  but  by  extraordinary  honor  to  pro- 
pitiate the  gods.  This  he  did,  not  to  fill  their  minds  witn 
superstition,  but  by  religious  feeling  to  raise  their  courage, 
and  lessen  their  fear  of  the  enemy  by  inspiring  the  belief 
that  Heaven  was  on  their  side.  With  this  view,  the  secret 
prophecies  called  the  Sibylline  Books  were  consulted ;  sun- 
dry  predictions  found  in  tliera  were  said  to  refer  to  the 
fortunes  and  events  of  the  time ;  but  none  except  the  con- 
eulter  was  informed.   Presenting  himself  to  the  peopiei 
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the  dictator  made  a  vow  before  them  to  offer  in  sacrifice  the 
whole  product  of  the  next  season,  all  Italy  over,  of  the 
cows,  goats,  swine,  sheep,  both  in  the  mountains  and  the 
plains ;  and  to  celebrate  musical  festivities  with  an  expendi- 
ture of  the  precise  sura  of  333  sestertia  and  333  denarii, 
with  one-third  of  a  denarius  over.  The  sum  total  of  which 
is,  in  our  money,  83,583  drachmas  and  2  obols.  What  the 
mystery  might  be  in  that  exact  number  is  not  easy  to 
determine,  unless  it  were  in  honor  of  the  perfection  of  the 
number  three,  as  being  the  first  of  odd  numbers,  the  first 
that  contains  in  itself  multiplication,  with  all  other  prop- 
erties whatsoever  belonging  to  numbers  in  general. 

In  this  manner  Fabius  having  given  the  people  better 
heart  for  the  future,  by  making  them  believe  that  the  gods 
took  their  side,  for  his  own  part  placed  his  whole  confidence 
in  himself,  believing  that  the  gods  bestowed  victory  and 
good  fortune  by  the  instrumentality  of  valor  and  of  pru- 
dence ;  and  thus  prepared  he  set  forth  to  oppose  Hannibal, 
not  with  intention  to  fight  him,  but  with  the  purpose  of 
wearing  out  and  wasting  the  vigor  of  his  arms  by  lapse  of 
time,  of  meeting  his  want  of  resources  by  superior  means, 
by  large  numbers  the  smallness  of  his  forces.  With  this 
design,  he  always  encamped  on  the  highest  grounds,  where 
the  enemy's  horse  could  have  no  access  to  him.  Still  he 
kept  pace  with  them;  when  they  marched  he  followed 
them;  when  they  encamped  he  did  the  same, but  at  such  a 
distance  as  not  to  be  compelled  to  an  engagement,  and  al- 
ways keeping  upon  the  hills,  free  from  the  insults  of  their 
horse;  by  which  means  he  gave  them  no  rest,  but  kept 
them  in  a  continual  alarm. 

But  this  his  dilatory  way  gave  occasion  in  his  own  camp 
for  suspicion  of  want  of  courage ;  and  this  opinion  pre- 
vailed yet  more  in  Hannibal's  army.  Hannibal  was  himself 
the  only  man  who  was  not  deceived,  who  discerned  his  skill 
and  detected  his  tactics,  and  saw,  unless  he  could  by  art  or 
force  bring  him  to  battle,  that  the  Carthaginians,  unable  to 
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use  the  arms  in  which  they  were  superior,  and  suffering 
the  continual  drain  of  Uves  and  treasure  in  which  they 
were  inferior,  would  in  the  end  come  to  nothing.  He  re- 
solved, therefore,  with  all  the  arts  and  subtilties  of  war  to 
break  his  measures,  and  to  bring  Fabius  to  an  engagement; 
like  a  cunning  wrestler,  watching  every  opportunity  to  get 
good  hold  and  close  with  his  adversary.  He  at  one  time 
attacked,  and  sought  to  distract  his  attention,  tried  to  draw 
him  off  in  various  directions,  and  endeavored  in  all  ways 
to  tempt  him  from  his  safe  policy.  All  this  artifice,  thougli 
it  had  no  effect  upon  the  firm  judgment  and  conviction  of 
the  dictator,  yet  upon  the  common  soldier,  and  even  upon 
the  general  of  the  horse  himself,  it  had  too  great  an  opera- 
tion :  Minucius,  unseasonably  eager  for  action,  bold  and 
confident,  humored  the  soldiery,  and  himself  contributed  to 
fill  them  with  wild  eagerness  and  empty  hopes,  which  they 
vented  in  reproaches  upon  Fabius,  calling  him  Hannibal's 
pedagogue,  since  he  did  nothing  else  but  follow  him  up  and 
down  and  wait  upon  him.  At  the  same  time,  they  cried 
up  Minucius  for  the  only  captain  worthy  to  command  the 
Romans ;  whose  vanity  and  presumption  rose  so  high  in 
consequence,  that  he  insolently  jested  at  Fabius's  encamp- 
ment upon  the  mountains,  saying  that  he  seated  thera 
there  as  on  a  theatre,  to  behold  the  flames  and  desolation 
of  their  country.  And  he  would  sometimes  ask  the  friends 
of  the  general,  whether  it  were  not  his  meaning,  by  thus 
leading  them  from  mountain  to  mountain,  to  carry  thein 
at  last  (having  no  hopes  on  earth)  up  into  heaven,  or  to 
hide  them  in  the  clouds  from  Hannibal's  army  ?  When  liis 
friends  reported  these  things  to  the  dictator,  persuading 
him  that,  to  avoid  the  general  obloquy,  he  should  engage 
the  enemy,  his  answer  was,  "  -I  should  be  more  faint-hearted 
than  they  make  me,  if,  through  fear  of  idle  reproaches,  I 
should  abandon  my  own  convictions.  It  is  no  inglorious 
thing  to  have  fear  for  the  safety  of  our  country,  but  to  be 
turned  from  one's  course  by  men's  opinions,  by  blame,  and 
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by  misrepi'esentation,  shows  a  man  unfit  to  hold  an  office 
Buch  as  this,  which,  by  such  conduct,  he  makes  the  slave 
of  those  whose  errors  it  is  his  business  to  control," 

An  oversight  of  Hannibal  occurred  soon  after.  Desirous 
to  refresh  his  horse  in  some  good  pasture-grounds,  and  to 
draw  off  his  army,  he  ordered  his  guides  to  conduct  him 
to  the  district  of  Casinum.  They,  mistaking  his  bad  pro- 
nunciation, led  him  and  his  army  to  the  town  of  Casilinum 
on  the  frontier  of  Campania  which  the  river  Lothronus, 
called  by  the  Romans  Vulturnus,  divides  in  two  parts. 
The  country  around  is  enclosed  by  mountains,  with  a  valley 
opening  towards  the  sea,  in  which  the  river  overflowing 
forms  a  quantity  of  marsh  land  with  deep  banks  of  sand, 
and  discharges  itself  into  the  sea  on  a  very  unsafe  and 
rough  shore.  While  Hannibal  was  proceeding  hither, 
Fabius,  by  his  knowledge  of  the  roads,  succeeded  in  mak- 
ing his  way  around  before  him,  and  despatched  four  thou- 
sand choice  men  to  seize  the  exit  from  it  and  stop  him  up, 
and  lodged  the  rest  of  his  army  upon  the  neigLboring  hills, 
in  the  most  advantageous  places  ;  at  the  same  time  detach- 
ing a  party  of  his  lightest  armed  men  to  fall  upon  Han- 
nibal's rear;  which  they  did  with  such  success,  that  they 
cut  off  eight  hundred  of  them,  and  put  the  whole  army  in 
disorder.  Hannibal,  finding  the  error  and  the  danger  he 
was  fallen  into,  immediately  crucified  the  guides ;  but  con- 
sidered the  enemy  to  be  so  advantageously  posted,  that 
there  was  no  hope  of  breaking  through  them  ;  while  his 
soldiers  began  to  be  despondent  and  terrified,  and  to  think 
themselves  surrounded  with  embarrassments  too  difficult 
to  be  surmounted. 

Thus  reduced,  Hannibal  had  recourse  to  stratagem ;  he 
caused  two  thousand  head  of  oxen  which  he  had  in  his  camp 
to  have  torches  or  dry  fagots  well  fastened  to  their  horns, 
and  lighting  them  in  the  beginning  of  the  night,  ordered 
the  beasts  to  be  driven  on  towards  the  heights  command- 
ing the  passages  out  of  the  valley  and  the  enemy's  posts ; 
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when  this  was  done,  he  made  his  army  in  the  dark  leisurelj 
march  after  them.  The  oxen  at  first  kept  a  slow  orderly 
pace,  and  with  their  lighted  heads  resembled  an  army 
marching  by  nigiit,  astonishing  the  shepherds  and  herds- 
men of  the  hills  about.  But  when  the  fire  had  burnt  down 
the  horns  of  the  beasts  to  the  quick,  tliey  no  longer  observed 
their  sober  pace,  but,  unruly  and  wild  with  their  pain,  ran 
dispersed  about,  tossing  their  heads  and  scattering  the  fire 
round  about  them  upon  each  other  and  setting  light  as  they 
passed  to  the  trees.  This  was  a  surprising  spectacle  to  the 
Romans  on  guard  upon  the  heights.  Seeing  flames  which 
appeared  to  come  from  men  advancing  with  torches,  they 
were  possessed  with  the  alarm  that  the  enemy  was  ap- 
proaching in  various  quarters,  and  that  they  were  being 
surrounded  ;  and,  quitting  their  post,  abandoned  the  pass, 
and  precipitately  retired  to  their  camp  on  the  hills.  They 
were  no  sooner  gone,  but  the  light-armed  of  Hannibal's 
men,  according  to  his  order,  immediately  seized  the  heights, 
and  soon  after  the  whole  army,  with  all  the  baggage,  came 
up  and  safely  marched  through  the  passes. 

Fabius,  before  the  night  was  over,  quickly  found  out  the 
trick ;  for  some  of  the  beasts  fell  into  his  hands ;  but  for 
fear  of  an  ambush  in  the  dark,  he  kept  his  men  all  night 
to  their  arms  in  the  camp.  As  soon  as  it  was  day,  he  at- 
tacked the  enemy  in  the  rear,  where,  after  a  good  deal  of 
skirmishing  in  the  uneven  ground,  the  disorder  might  have 
become  general,  but  that  Hannibal  detached  from  his  van  a 
body  of  Spaniards,  who,  of  themselves  active  and  nimble, 
were  accustomed  to  the  climbing  of  mountains.  These 
briskly  attacked  the  Roman  troops,  who  were  in  heavy 
armor,  killed  a  good  many,  and  left  Fabius  no  longer  in 
condition  to  follow  the  enemy.  This  action  brought  the 
extreme  of  obloquy  and  contempt  upon  the  dictator; 
they  said  it  was  now  manifest  that  he  was  not  only 
mferior  to  his  adversary,  as  they  had  always  thought, 
in  courage,  but  even  in  that  conduct,  foresight,  aad 
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generalship,  by  which  he  had  proposed  to  bring  the  war  to 
an  end. 

And  Hannibal,  to  enhance  theii  anger  against  him, 
marched  with  his  army  close  to  the  lands  and  possessions 
of  Fabius,  and,  giving  orders  to  his  soldiers  to  burn  and 
destroy  all  the  country  about,  forbade  them  to  do  the  least 
damage  in  the  estates  of  the  Roman  general,  and  placed 
guards  for  their  security.  This,  when  reported  at  Rome, 
had  the  effect  with  the  people  which  Hannibal  desired. 
Their  tribunes  raised  a  thousand  stories  against  him,  chiefly 
at  the  instigation  of  Metilius,  who,  not  so  much  out  of 
hatred  to  him  as  out  of  friendship  to  Minucius,  whose  kins- 
man he  was,  thought  by  depressing  Fabius  to  raise  hia 
friend.  The  senate  on  their  part  were  also  offended  with 
him  for  the  bargain  he  had  made  with  Hannibal  about  the 
exchange  of  prisoners,  the  conditions  of  which  were,  that, 
after  exchange  made  of  man  for  man,  if  any  on  either  side 
remained,  they  should  be  redeemed  at  the  price  of  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  drachmas  a  head.  Upon  the  whole  account, 
there  remained  two  hundred  and  forty  Romans  unex- 
changed, and  the  senate  now  not  only  refused  to  allow 
money  for  the  ransoms,  but  also  reproached  Fabius  for 
making  a  contract,  contrary  to  the  honor  and  interest  of 
the  commonwealth,  for  redeeming  men  whose  cowardice 
had  puu  them  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  Fabius  heard 
and  endured  all  this  with  invincible  patience  ;  and,  having 
no  money  by  him,  and  on  the  other  side  being  resolved  to 
keep  his  word  with  Hannibal  and  not  to  abandon  the  cap- 
tives, he  despatched  his  son  to  Rome  to  sell  land,  and  ta 
bring  with  him  the  price,  sufficient  to  discharge  the  ran- 
soras;  which  was  punctually  performed  by  his  son  and 
delivery  accordingly  made  to  him  of  the  prisoners,  amongst 
whom  many,  when  they  were  released,  made  proposals  to 
repay  the  money  ;  which  Fabius  in  all  cases  declined. 

About  this  time,  he  was  called  to  Rome  by  the  priests,  to 
assist,  according  to  the  duty  of  his  office,  at  certain  saori 
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fices,  and  was  thus  forced  to  leave  the  command  of  thi" 
army  with  Minucius  •  but  before  he  parted,  not  only  charged 
him  as  his  commaj  de. -in-chief,  but  besought,  and  entreated 
him  not  to  come,  in  his  absence,  to  a  battle  with  Hannibal. 
His  commands,  entreaties,  and  advice  were  lOst  upon  Min- 
ucius,  for  his  back  was  no  sooner  turned  but  the  new 
general  immediately  sought  occasions  to  attack  the  enemy. 
And  notice  being  brought  him  that  Hannibal  had  sent  out  a 
great  party  of  his  army,  to  forage,  he  fell  upon  a  detachment 
of  the  remainder,  doing  great  execution,  and  driving  them 
to  their  very  camp,  with  no  little  terror  to  the  rest,  who 
apprehended  their  breaking  in  upon  them ;  and  when 
Hannibal  had  recalled  his  scattered  forces  to  the  camp,  he, 
nevertheless,  without  any  loss,  made  his  retreat,  a  success 
which  aggravated  his  boldness  and  presumption,  and  filled 
the  soldiers  with  rash  confidence.  The  news  spread  to 
Rome,  where  Fabius,  on  being  told  it,  said  that  what  he 
most  feared  was  Minucius's  success ;  but  the  people,  highly 
elated,  hurried  to  the  forum  to  listen  to  an  address  from 
Metilius  the  tribune,  in  which  he  infinitely  extolled  the 
valor  of  Minucius,  and  fell  bitterly  upon  Fabius,  accusing 
him  for  want  not  merely  of  courage,  but  even  of  loyalty; 
and  not  only  him,  but  also  many  other  eminent  and  con- 
siderable  persons ;  saying  that  it  was  they  that  had  brought 
the  Carthaginians  into  Italy,  with  the  design  to  destroy 
the  liberty  of  the  people ;  for  which  end  they  had  at  once 
put  the  supreme  authority  into  the  hands  of  a  single  per- 
son, who  by  his  slowness  and  delays  might  give  Hannibal 
leisure  to  establish  himself  in  Italy,  and  the  people  of 
Carthage  time  and  opportunity  to  supply  him  with  fresh 
succors  to  complete  his  conquest. 

Fabius  came  forward  with  no  intention  to  answer  the 
tribune,  but  only  said,  that  they  should  expedite  the  sacri- 
fices,  that  so  he  might  speedily  return  to  the  army  to 
punish  Minucius,  who  had  presumed  to  fight  contrary  to 
his  orders ;  words  which  immediately  possessed  the  people 
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with  the  belief  that  Minucius  stood  in  danger  of  his  life. 
For  it  was  in  the  power  of  tlie  dictator  to  imprison  and  to 
put  to  death,  and  they  feared  that  Fabius,  of  a  mild  temper 
in  general,  would  be  as  hard  to  be  appeased  when  once 
irritated,  as  he  was  slow  to  be  provoked.  Nobody  dared 
to  raise  his  voice  in  opposition ;  Metilius  alone,  whose  office 
of  tribune  gave  him  security  to  say  what  he  pleased  (for  in 
the  tniie  of  a  dictatorship  that  magistrateal  one  preserves 
ais  authority),  boldly  applied  himself  to  the  people  in  the 
behalf  of  Minucius  :  that  they  should  not  suffer  him  to  be 
made  a  sacrifice  to  the  enmity  of  Fabius,  nor  permit  him 
to  be  destroyed,  like  the  son  of  Manlius  Torquatus,  who 
was  beheaded  by  his  father  for  a  victory  fought  and  trium- 
phantly won  against  order;  he  exhorted  them  to  take 
away  from  Fabius  that  absolute  power  of  a  dictator,  and  to 
put  it  into  more  worthy  hands,  better  able  and  more  in- 
clined to  use  it  for  the  public  good.  These  impressions 
very  much  prevailed  upon  the  people,  though  not  so  far  as 
wholly  to  dispossess  Fabius  of  the  dictatorship.  But  they 
decreed  that  Minucius  should  have  an  equal  authority  with 
the  dictator  in  the  conduct  of  the  war ;  which  was  a  thing 
then  without  precedent,  though  a  little  later  it  was  again 
practised  after  the  disaster  at  Canuse ;  when  the  dictator, 
Marcus  Junius,  being  with  the  army,  they  chose  at  Rome 
Fabius  Buteo  dictator,  that  he  might  create  new  senators, 
to  supply  the  numerous  places  of  those  who  were  killed. 
But  as  soon  as,  once  acting  in  public,  he  had  filled  those 
vacant  places  with  a  sufficient  number,  he  immediately  dis- 
missed his  lictors,  and  withdrew  from  all  his  attendance, 
and  mingling  like  a  common  person  with  the  rest  of 
the  people,  quietly  went  about  his  own  affairs  in  the 
forum. 

The  enemies  of  Fabius  thought  they  had  sufficiently 
humiliated  and  subdued  him  by  raising  Minucius  to  be  his 
equal  in  authority ;  but  they  mistook  the  temper  of  the 
man,  who  looked  upon  their  folly  as  not  his  loss,  but  like 
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Diogenes,  who,  being  told  that  some  persons  derided  him, 
made  answer,  "  But  I  am  not  derided,"  meaning  that  only 
those  were  really  insulted  on  whom  such  insults  made  an 
Impression,  so  Fabius,  with  great  tranquillity  and  uncon- 
cern, submitted  to  what  happened,  and  contributed  a  prool 
to  the  argument  of  the  philosophers  that  a  just  and  good 
man  is  not  capable  of  being  dishonored.  His  only  vexation 
arose  from  his  fear  lest  this  ill  counsel,  by  supplying  op- 
portunities to  the  diseased  military  ambition  of  his  subor. 
dinate,  should  damage  the  public  cause.  Lest  the  rashness 
of  Minucius  should  now  at  once  run  headlong  into  some 
disaster,  he  returned  back  with  all  privacy  and  speed  to 
the  army ;  where  he  found  Minucius  so  elevated  with  his 
new  dignity,  that,  a  jomt-authority  not  contenting  hira, 
he  required  by  turns  to  have  the  command  of  the  army 
every  other  day.  This  Fabius  rejected,  but  was  contented 
that  the  army  should  be  divided;  thinking  each  general 
singly  would  better  command  his  part,  than  partially  com- 
mand the  whole.  The  first  and  fourth  legion  he  took  for 
his  own  division,  the  second  and  third  he  delivered  to 
Minucius ;  so  also  of  the  auxiliary  forces  each  had  an  equal 
share. 

Minucius,  thus  exalted,  could  not  contain  himself  from 
boasting  of  his  success  in  humiliating  the  high  and  power- 
ful  office  of  the  dictatorship.  Fabius  quietly  reminded 
him  that  it  was,  in  all  wisdom,  Hannibal,  and  not  Fabius, 
whom  he  had  to  combat ;  but  if  he  must  needs  contend  with 
his  colleague,  it  had  best  "be  in  diligence  and  care  for  the 
preservation  of  Rome  ;  that  it  might  not  be  said,  a  man  so 
favored  by  the  people  served  them  worse  than  he  who  bad 
been  ill-treated  and  disgraced  by  them. 

The  young  general,  despising  these  admonitions  as  the 
false  humility  of  age,  immediately  removed  with  the  body 
of  his  army,  and  encamped  by  himself.  Hannibal,  who 
^^a8  not  ignorant  of  all  these  passages,  lay  watching  his 
auvantage  irom  them.    It  happened  that  betweeen  his 
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army  and  that  of  Minucius  there  was  a  certain  eminence, 
which  seemed  a  very  advantageous  and  not  dilficult  post 
to  encamp  upon ;  the  level  field  around  it  appeared,  from  a 
distance,  to  be  all  smooth  and  even,  though  it  had  many 
inconsiderable  ditches  and  dips  in  it,  not  discernible  to  the 
eye.   Hannibal,  had  he  pleased,  could  easily  have  possessed 
himself  of  this  ground ;  but  he  had  reserved  it  for  a  bait, 
or  train,  in  proper  season,  to  draw  the  Romans  to  an  engage- 
ment.  Kow  that  Minucius  and  Fabius  were  divided,  he 
thought  the  opportunity  fair  for  his  purpose  ;  and,  there- 
fore, having  in  the  night-time  lodged  a  convenient  number 
of  his  men  in  these  ditches  and  hollow  places,  early  in  the 
morning  he  sent  forth  a  small  detachment,  who,  in  the 
sight  of  Minucius,  proceeded  to  possess  themselves  of  the 
rising  ground.    According  to   his  'expectation,  Minucius 
swallowed  the  bait,  and  first  sends  out  his  light  troops, 
and  after  them  some  horse,  to  dislodge  the  enemy ;  and, 
at  last,  when  he  saw  Hannibal  in  person  advancing  to  the 
assistance  of  his  men,  marched  down  with  his  whole  army 
drawn  up.    He  engaged  with  the  troops  on  the  eminence, 
and  sustained  their  missiles  ;  the  combat  for  some  time  was 
equal ;  but  as  soon  as  Hannibal  perceived  that  the  whole 
army  was  now  sufficiently  advanced  within  the  toils  he  had 
set  for  them,  so  that  their  backs  were  open  to  his  men 
whom  he  had  posted  in  the  hollows,  he  gave  the  signal ; 
upon  which  they  rushed  forth  from  various  quarters,  and 
with  loud  cries  furiously  attacked  Minucius  in  the  rpar. 
The  surprise  and  the  slaughter  was  great,  and  struck  uni-^ 
versal  alarm  and  disorder  through  the  whole  army.  JNIin- 
ucius  himself  lost  all  his  confidence  ;  he  looked  from  officer 
to  officer,  and  found  all  alike  unprepared  to  face  the  danger, 
an  J  yielding  to  a  flight,  which,  however,  could  not  end 
in  safety.    The  Xumidian  horsemen  were  already  in  full 
victory  riding  about  the  plain,  cutting  down  the  fugi- 
tives. 

Fabius  was  not  ignorant  of  this  danger  of  his  country- 
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men  ;  he  foresaw  what  would  happen  from  the  rashness  of 
Minucius,  and  the  ciuining  of  Hannibal ;  and,  therefore, 
kept  his  men  to  their  arms,  in  readiness  to  Avait  the  event; 
nor  would  he  trust  to  the  reports  of  others,  but  he  himself, 
in  front  of  his  camp,  viewed  all  that  passed.  "When,  there- 
fore, he  saw  the  army  of  Minucius  encompassed  by  the 
enemy,  and  that  by  their  countenance  and  shifting  their 
ground,  they  appeared  more  disposed  to  flight  than  to 
resistance,  with  a  great  sigh,  striking  his  hand  upon  big 
thigh,  he  said  to  those  about  him,  "  O  Hercules !  how  much 
sooner  than  I  expected,  though  later  than  he  seemed  to 
desire,  hath  Minucius  destroyed  himself !  "  He  then  com» 
manded  the  ensigns  to  be  led  forward,  and  the  army  to 
follow,  telling  them,  "  We  must  make  haste  to  rescue  Min- 
ucius, who  is  a  valiant  man,  and  a  lover  of  his  country; 
and  if  he  hath  been  too  forward  to  engage  the  enemy,  at 
another  time  we  will  tell  him  of  it."  Thus,  at  the  head  of 
his  men,  Fabius  marched  up  to  the  enemy,  and  first  cleared 
the  plain  of  the  Numidians  ;  and  next  fell  upon  those  who 
were  charging  the  Romans  in  the  rear,  cutting  down  all 
that  made  opposition,  and  obliging  the  rest  to  save  them- 
selves by  a  hasty  retreat,  lest  they  should  be  environed  as 
the  Romans  had  been.  Hannibal,  seeing  so  sudden  a 
change  of  affairs,  and  Fabius,  beyond  the  force  of  his  age, 
opening  his  way  through  the  ranks  up  the  hillside,  that 
he  might  join  Minucius,  warily  forbore,  sounded  a  retreat, 
and  drew  off  his  men  into  their  camp ;  while  the  Romans 
on  their  part  were  no  less  contented  to  retire  in  safety. 
It  is  reported  that  upon  this  occasion  Hannibal  said  jest- 
ingly  to  his  friends  :  "  Did  not  I  tell  you,  that  this  cloud 
which  always  hovered  upon  the  mountains  would,  at  some 
time  or  other,  come  down  with  a  storm  upon  us?" 

Fabius,  after  his  men  had  picked  up  the  spoils  of  the  field, 
retired  to  his  own  camp,  without  saying  any  harsh  or  re- 
proachful  thing  to  his  colleague ;  who,  also,  on  his  part, 
gathering  his  army  together,  spoke  and  said  to  them :  "To 
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conduct  great  matters  and  never  commit  a  fault  is  above 
the  force  of  human  nature ;  but  to  learn  and  improve  by 
the  faults  we  have  committed,  is  that  which  becomes  a 
good  and  sensible  man.  Some  reasons  I  may  have  to  accuse 
fortune,  but  I  have  many  more  to  thank  her ;  for  in  a  few 
hours  she  hath  cured  a  long  mistake,  and  taught  me  that 
lam  not  the  man  who  should  command  others,  but  have 
need  of  another  to  command  me  ;  and  that  we  are  not  to 
contend  for  victory  over  those  to  whom  it  is  our  advantage 
to  yield.  Therefore  in  everything  else  henceforth  the 
dictator  must  be  your  commander ;  only  in  showing  grati- 
tude towards  him  I  will  still  be  your  leader,  and  always 
be  the  first  to  obey  his  orders."  Having  said  this,  he  com- 
manded the  Roman  eagles  to  move  forward,  and  all  his 
men  to  follow  him  to  the  camp  of  Fabius.  The  soldiers, 
then,  as  he  entered,  stood  amazed  at  the  novelty  of  the 
sight,  and  were  anxious  and  doubtful  what  the  meaning 
might  be.  When  he  came  near  the  dictator's  tent,  Fabiua 
went  forth  to  meet  him,  on  which  he  at  once  laid  his  stand- 
ards at  his  feet,  calling  him  with  a  loud  voice  his  father; 
while  the  soldiers  with  him  saluted  the  soldiers  here  as 
their  patrons,  the  terra  employed  by  freedraen  to  those  who 
save  them  their  liberty.  After  silence  was  obtained,  Minu- 
cius  said,  "You  have  this  day,  O  dictator,  obtained  two 
victories ;  one  by  your  valor  and  conduct  over  Hannibal, 
and  another  by  your  wisdom  and  goodness  over  your  col- 
league ;  by  one  victory  you  preserved,  and  by  the  other 
instructed  us;  and  when  we  were  already  suffering  one 
shameful  deteat  from  Hannibal,  by  another  welcome  one 
:vom  you  we  were  restored  to  honor  and  safety.  I  can  ad- 
aress  you  by  no  nobler  name  than  that  of  a  kind  father, 
though  a  father's  h^neflccivce  falls  short  of  that  I  have  re- 
ceived  from  you.  Froca  a  father  I  individually  received 
the  gift  of  life ;  to  you  I  owe  ils  preservation  not  for  myself 
only,  but  for  all  these  who  are  under  me."  After  thic,  he 
threw  himself  into  the  arms      H^f^  <iiMa*-o^ »  and  In  tte 
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same  manner  the  soldiers  of  each  array  embraced  one  an 
other  with  gladness  and  tears  of  joy. 

Not  long  after,  Fabiiis  laid  down  the  dictatorship,  am 
consuls  were  again  created.  Those  who  immediately  sue 
ceeded  observed  the  same  method  in  managing  the  wai 
and  avoided  all  occasions  of  fighting  Hannibal  in  a  pitch© 
battle ;  they  only  succored  their  allies,  and  preserved  th 
towns  from  falling  off  to  the  enemy.  But  afterwards,  whei 
Terentius  Varro,  a  man  of  obscure  birth,  but  very  popula 
and  bold,  had  obtained  the  consulship,  he  soon  made  i 
appear  that  by  his  rashness  and  ignorance  he  would  staki 
the  whole  commonwealth  on  the  hazard.  For  it  was  lii 
custom  to  declaim  in  all  assemblies,  that,  as  long  as  Romi 
employed  generals  like  Fabius,  there  never  would  be  ai 
end  of  the  war ;  vaunting  that  whenever  he  should  ge 
sight  of  the  enemy,  he  would  that  same  day  free  Italy  fron 
the  strangers.  With  these  promises  he  so  prevailed,  tha 
he  raised  a  greater  array  than  had  ever  yet  been  sentou 
of  Rorae.  There  were  enlisted  eighty-eight  thousand  fight 
ing  men ;  but  what  gave  confidence  to  the  populace,  only  ter 
rifled  the  wise  and  experienced,  and  none  raore  than  Fabius 
since  if  so  great  a  body,  and  the  flower  of  theRoraan  youth 
should  be  cut  off,  they  could  not  see  any  new  resource  fo] 
the  safety  of  Rome.  They  addressed  themselves,  therefore 
to  the  other  consul,  Emilias  Paulus,  a  man  of  great  ex- 
perience in  war,  but  unpopular,  and  fearful  also  of  th( 
people,  who  once  before  upon  some  impeachment  had  con 
demned  him ;  so  that  he  needed  encouragement  to  withstand 
his  colleague's  temerity.  Fabius  told  him,  if  he  would  profi- 
tably serve  his  country,  he  must  no  less  oppose  Varro'j 
ignorant  eagerness  than  Hannibal's  conscious  readiness, 
since  both  alike  conspired  to  decide  the  fate  of  Rome  by  a 
battle.  "  It  is  more  reasonable,"  he  said  to  him,  "  that  yon 
should  believe  me  than  Varro,  in  matters  relating  to  IlaiV 
nibal,  when  I  tell  you  that  if  for  this  year  you  abstain  from 
fighting  with  him,  either  his  army  will  perish  of  itself,  oi 
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else  he  will  be  glad  to  depart  of  his  own  will.  This  evi- 
dently appears,  inasmuch  as,  notwithstanding  his  victories, 
none  of  the  countries  or  towns  of  Italy  come  in  to  him,  and 
his  army  is  not  now  the  third  part  of  what  it  was  at  first." 
To  this  Paulus  is  said  to  have  replied,  "  Did  I  only  consider 
myself,  I  should  rather  choose  to  be  exposed  to  the  weapons 
of  Hannibal  than  once  more  to  the  suffrages  of  my  fellow- 
citizens,  who  are  urgent  for  what  you  disapprove ;  yet 
since  the  cause  of  Rome  is  at  stake,  I  will  rather  seek  in 
my  conduct  to  please  and  obey  Fabius  than  all  the  world 
besides." 

These  good  measures  were  defeated  by  the  importunity 
of  Yarro;  whom,  when  they  were  both  come  to  the  army, 
nothing  would  content  but  a  separate  command,  that 
each  consul  should  have  his  day ;  and  when  his  turn 
came,  he  posted  his  army  close  to  Hannibal,  at  a  village 
called  Cannae,  by  the  river  Aufldus.  It  was  no  sooner 
day,  but  he  set  up  the  scarlet  coat  flying  over  his  tent, 
which  was  the  signal  of  battle.  This  boldness  of  the 
consul,  and  the  numerousness  of  his  army,  double  theirs, 
startled  the  Carthaginians;  but  Hannibal  commanded 
them  to  their  arms,  and  with  a  small  train  rode  out  to 
take  a  full  prospect  of  the  enemy  as  they  were  now 
forming  in  their  ranks,  from  a  rising  ground  not  far 
distant.  One  of  his  followers,  called  Gisco,  a  Carthagin- 
ian of  equal  rank  with  himself,  told  him  that  the  numbers 
of  the  enemy  were  astonishing;  to  which  Hannibal 
replied  with  a  serious  countenance,  "  There  is  one  thing, 
Gisco,  yet  more  astonishing,  which  you  take  no  notice  of ; " 
and  when  Gisco  inquired  what,  answered,  that  "in  all 
those  great  numbers  before  us,  there  is  not  one  man 
called  Gisco."  This  unexpected  jest  of  their  general 
made  all  the  company  laugh,  and  as  they  came  down 
from  the  hill  they  told  it  to  those  whom  they  met,  which 
caused  a  general  laughter  amongst  them  all,  from  which 
they  were  hardly  able  to  recover  themselves.   The  army, 
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seeing  Hannibal's  attendants  come  back  from  viewing  the 
enemy  in  such  a  laughing  condition,  concluded  that  it 
must  be  profound  contempt  of  the  enemy,  that  made 
their  general  at  this  moment  indulge  in  such  hilarity. 

According  to  his  usual  manner,  Hannibal  employed 
stratagems  to  advantage  himself.  In  the  first  place,  he 
so  drew  up  his  men  that  the  wind  was  at  their  backs, 
which  at  that  time  blew  with  a  perfect  storm  of  violence, 
and,  sweeping  over  the  great  plains  of  sand,  carried  be- 
fore it  a  cloud  of  dust  over  the  Carthaginian  army  into 
the  faces  of  the  Romans,  which  much  disturbed  them  in 
the  fight.  In  the  next  place,  all  his  best  men  he  put  into 
his  wings ;  and  in  the  body  which  was  somewhat  more 
advanced  than  the  wings,  placed  the  worst  and  the 
weakest  of  his  army.  He  commanded  those  in  the  wings, 
that,  when  the  enemy  had  made  a  thorough  charge  lipon 
that  middle  advance  body,  Avhich  he  knew  would  recoil, 
as  not  being  able  to  withstand  their  shock,  and  when  the 
Romans  in  their  pursuit  should  be  far  enough  engaged 
within  the  two  wings,  they  should,  both  on  the  right  and 
the  left,  charge  them  in  the  flank,  and  endeavor  to  en- 
compass them.  This  appears  to  have  been  the  chief 
cause  of  the  Roman  loss.  Pressing  upon  Hannibal's 
front,  which  gave  ground,  they  reduced  the  form  of  his 
army  into  a  perfect  half-moon,  and  gave  ample  opportunity 
to  the  captains  of  the  chosen  troops  to  charge  them  right 
and  left  on  their  flanks,  and  to  cut  off  and  destroy  all  who 
did  not  fall  back  before  the  Carthaginian  wings  united  iu 
their  rear.  To  this  general  calamity,  it  is  also  said,  that 
a  strange  mistake  among  the  cavalry  much  contributed. 
For  the  horse  of  ^milius  receiving  a  hurt  and  throwmg 
his  master,  those  about  him  immediately  alighted  to  aid 
the  consul ;  and  the  Roman  troops,  seeing  their  commanders 
thus  quitting  their  horses,  took  it  for  a  sign  that  they 
should  all  dismount  and  charge  the  enemy  on  foot.  At 
the  sight  of  this,  Hannibal  \\  as  heard  to  say,  "  This 
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pleases  me  better  than  if  they  had  been  delivered  to  me 
bound  hand  and  foot."  For  the  particulars  of  this  engage- 
ment, we  refer  our  reader  to  those  authors  who  have 
written  at  large  upon  the  subject. 

The  consul  Varro,  with  a  thin  company,  fled  to  Venusia ; 
^milius  Paulus,  unable  any  longer  to  oppose  the  flight  of 
his  men,  or  the  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  his  body  all  covered 
with  wounds,  and  his  soul  no  less  wounded  with  grief,  sat 
himself  down  upon  a  stone,  expecting  the  kindness  of  a 
despatching  blow.  His  face  was  so  disfigured,  and  all  his 
person  so  stained  with  blood,  that  his  very  friends  and 
domestics  passing  by  knew  him  not.  At  last  Cornelius 
Lentulus,  a  young  man  of  patrician  race,  perceiving  who  he 
was,  alighted  from  his  horse,  and,  tendering  it  to  him, 
desired  him  to  get  up  and  save  a  life  so  necessary  to  the 
safety  of  the  commonwealth,  which,  at  this  time,  would 
dearly  want  so  great  a  captain.  But  nothing  could  prevail 
upon  him  to  accept  of  the  offer ;  he  obliged  young  Lentulus, 
with  tears  in  his  eyes,  to  remount  his  horse  ;  then  standing 
up,  he  gave  him  his  hand,  and  commanded  him  to  tell 
Fabius  Maximus  that  J^milius  Paulus  had  followed  his 
directions  to  his  very  last,  and  had  not  in  the  least  deviated 
from  those  measures  which  were  agreed  between  them  ;  but 
that  it  was  his  hard  fate  to  be  overpowered  by  Varro  in 
the  first  place,  and  secondly  by  Hannibal.  Having  de- 
spatched Lentulus  with  this  commission,  he  marked  where 
the  slaughter  was  greatest,  and  there  threw  himself  upon 
the  swords  of  the  enemy.  In  this  battle  it  is  reported  that 
fifty  thousand  Romans  were  slain,  four  thousand  prisoners 
taken  in  the  field,  and  ten  thousand  in  the  camp  of  both 
consuls. 

The  friends  of  Hannibal  earnestly  persuaded  him  to 
follow  up  his  victory,  and  pursue  the  flying  Romans  into  the 
very  gates  of  Rome,  assuring  him  that  in  five  days'  time  he 
might  sup  in  the  Capitol ;  nor  is  it  easy  to  imagine  what 
consideration  hindered  him  from  it.   It  would  seem  rather 
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that  some  supernatural  or  divine  intervention  caused  tlie 
hesitation  and  timidity  vi'hich  he  now  displayed,  and  wiiich 
made  Barcas,  a  Carthaginian,  tell  him  with  indignation, 
"  You  know,  Hannibal,  how  to  gain  a  victory,  but  not  how 
to  use  it."  Yet  it  produced  a  marvellous  revolution  in  liis 
affairs;  he,  who  hitherto  had  not  one  town,  market,  or  sea- 
port in  his  possession,  who  had  nothing  for  the  subsistence 
of  his  men  but  what  he  pillaged  from  day  to  day,  who  hud 
no  place  of  retreat  or  basis  of  operation,  but  was  roving,  us 
it  were,  with  a  huge  troop  of  banditti,  now  became  master 
of  the  best  provinces  and  towns  of  Italy,  and  of  Capua  itself, 
next  to  Rome  the  most  flourishing  and  opulent  city,  all 
which  came  over  to  him,  and  submitted  to  his  authority. 

It  L5  the  saying  of  Euripides,  that  "  a  man  is  in  ill-case 
when  he  must  try  a  friend,"  and  so  neither,  it  would  seem, 
is  a  state  in  a  good  one,  when  it  needs  an  a\)Ie  general. 
And  so  it  was  with  the  Romans  ;  the  counsels  and  actions 
of  Fabius,  which,  before  the  battle,  they  had  branded  as 
cowardice  and  fear,  now,  in  the  other  extreme,  they 
accounted  to  have  been  more  than  human  wisdom;  as 
though  nothing  but  a  divine  power  of  intellect  could  have 
seen  so  far,  and  foretold  contrary  to  the  judgment  of  all 
others,  a  result  which,  even  now  it  had  arrived,  was  hardly 
credible.  In  him,  therefore,  they  placed  their  whole  remain- 
ing hopes ;  his  wisdom  was  the  sacred  altar  and  temple 
to  which  they  fled  for  refuge,  and  his  counsels,  more  than 
anything,  preserved  them  from  dispersing  and  deserting 
their  city,  as  in  the  time  when  the  Gauls  took  possession  of 
Rome.  He,  whom  they  esteemed  fearful  and  pusillanimous 
when  they  were,  as  they  thought,  in  a  prosperous  condition, 
was  now  the  only  man,  in  this  general  and  unbounded 
dejection  and  confusion,  who  sho\ved  no  fear,  but  walked 
the  streets  with  an  assured  and  serene  countenance,  ad- 
dressed his  fellow-citizens,  checked  the  women's  lamenta- 
tions,  and  the  public  gatherings  of  those  who  wanted  thus 
to  vent  their  sorrows.    He  caused  the  senate  to  meet,  bs 
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heartened  up  the  magistrates,  and  was  himself  as  the  soul 
and  life  of  every  ofBce. 

He  placed  guards  at  the  gates  of  the  city  to  stop  the 
frightened  multitude  from  flying  ;  he  regulated  and  confined 
their  mournings  for  their  slain  friends,  both  as  to  time  and 
place ;  ordering  that  each  family  should  perform  such 
observances  within  private  walls,  and  that  they  should  con- 
tinue only  the  space  of  one  month,  and  then  the  whole  city 
should  be  purified.  The  feast  of  Ceres  happening  to  fall 
within  this  time,  it  was  decreed  that  the  solemnity  should 
be  intermitted,  lest  the  fewness,  and  the  sorrowful  counte- 
nance of  those  who  should  celebrate  it,  might  too  much 
expose  to  the  people  the  greatness  of  their  loss ;  besides  that, 
the  worship  most  acceptable  to  the  gods  is  that  which 
comes  from  cheerful  hearts.  But  those  rites  which  were 
proper  for  appeasing  their  anger,  and  procuring  auspicious 
signs  and  presages,  were  by  the  direction  of  the  augurs 
carefully  performed.  Fabius  Pictor,  a  near  kinsman  to 
Maximus,  was  sent  to  consult  the  oracle  of  Delphi ;  and 
about  the  same  time,  two  vestals  having  been  detected  to 
have  been  violated,  the  one  killed  herself,  and  the  other, 
according  to  custom,  was  buried  alive. 

Above  all,  let  us  admire  the  high  spirit  and  equanimity 
of  this  Roman  commonwealth  ;  that  when  the  consul  Varro 
came  beaten  and  flying  home,  full  of  shame  and  humiliation, 
after  he  had  so  disgracefully  and  calamitously  managed 
their  affairs,  yet  the  whole  senate  and  people  went  forth  to 
meet  him  at  the  gates  of  the  city,  and  received  him  with 
honor  and  respect.  And,  silence  being  commanded,  the 
magistrates  and  chief  of  the  senate,  Fabius  amongst  them, 
commended  him  before  the  people,  because  he  did  not  de- 
spair of  the  safety  of  the  commonwealth,  after  so  great  a 
loss,  but  was  come  to  take  the  government  into  his  hands, 
to  execute  the  laws,  and  aid  his  fellow- citizens  in  their  pros- 
pect of  future  deliverance. 

When  word  was  brought  to  Rome  that  Hannibal,  aftej 
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the  fight,  had  marched  with  his  army  into  other  parts  d 
Italy,  the  hearts  of  the  Romans  began  to  revive,  and  they 
proceeded  to  send  out  generals  and  armies.  The  most  dis- 
tinguished  commands  were  held  by  Fabius  Maxiraus  and 
Claudius  Marcellus,  both  generals  of  great  fame,  though 
upon  opposite  grounds.  For  Marcellus,  as  we  have  set 
forth  in  his  life,  was  a  man  of  action  and  high  spirit,  ready 
and  bold  with  his  own  hand,  and,  as  Homer  describes  bis 
warriors,  fierce,  and  delighting  in  fights.  Boldness,  enter- 
prise, and  daring  to  match  those  of  Hannibal,  constituted 
his  tactics,  and  marked  his  engagements.  But  Fabius  ad- 
hered to  his  former  principles,  still  persuaded  that,  by  fol- 
lowing close  and  not  fighting  him,  Hannibal  and  his  army 
would  at  least  be  tired  out  and  consumed,  like  a  wrestler 
in  too  high  condition,  whose  veiy  excess  of  strength  makes 
him  the  more  likely  suddenly  to  give  way  and  lose  it.  Posi- 
donius  tells  us  that  the  Romans  called  Marcellus  their 
sword,  and  Fabius  their  buckler ;  and  that  the  vigor  of  the 
one,  mixed  with  the  steadiness  of  the  other,  made  a  happy 
compound  that  proved  the  salvation  of  Rome.  So  that 
Hannibal  found  by  experience  that  encountering  the  one,  he 
met  with  a  rapid,  impetuous  river,  which  drove  him  back, 
and  still  made  some  breach  upon  him ;  and  by  the  othen 
though  silently  and  quietly  passing  by  him,  he  was  insen- 
sibly washed  away  and  consumed ;  and,  at  last,  was  brought 
to  this,  that  he  dreaded  Marcellus  when  he  was  in  motion, 
and  Fabius  when  he  sat  still.  During  the  whole  course  of 
this  war,  he  had  still  to  do  with  one  or  both  of  these  gen- 
erals ;  for  each  of  them  was  five  times  consul,  and,  as  prse- 
tors  or  proconsuls  or  consuls,  they  had  always  a  part  in  the 
government  of  the  army,  till,  at  last,  Marcellus  fell  into  the 
trap  which  Hannibal  had  laid  for  him,  and  was  killed  in 
his  fifth  consulship.  But  all  his  craft  and  subtlety  were 
unsuccessful  upon  Fabius,  who  only  once  was  in  some  dan- 
ger  of  being  caught,  when  counterfeit  letters  came  to  him 
from  the  principal  inhabitants  of  Metapontum,  with  prom 


FABIUS. 


361 


Ises  to  deliver  up  their  town  if  he  would  come  before  it 
with  his  army,  and  intimations  that  they  should  expect 
him.  This  train  had  almost  drawn  him  in ;  he  resolved  to 
march  to  them  with  part  of  his  army,  and  was  diverted 
only  by  consulting  the  omens  of  the  birds,  which  he  found 
to  be  inauspicious ;  and  not  long  after  it  was  discovered 
that  the  letters  had  been  forged  by  Hannibal,  who,  for  his 
reception,  had  laid  an  ambush  to  entertain  him.  This, 
perhaps,  we  must  rather  attribute  to  the  favor  of  the  gods 
than  to  the  prudence  of  Fabius. 

In  preserving  the  towns  and  allies  from  revolt  by  fair 
and  gentle  treatment,  and  in  not  using  rigor,  or  showing  a 
suspicion  upon  every  light  suggestion,  his  conduct  was  re- 
markable. It  is  told  of  him,  that  being  informed  of  a  cer- 
tain Marsian,  eminent  for  courage  and  good  birth,  who  had 
been  speaking  underhand  with  some  of  the  soldiers  about 
deserting,  Fabius  was  so  far  from  using  severity  against 
him,  that  he  called  for  him,  and  told  him  he  was  sensible  of 
the  neglect  that  had  been  shown  to  his  merit  and  good  serv- 
ice, which,  he  said,  was  a  great  fault  in  the  commanders 
who  reward  more  by  favor  than  by  desert;  "but  hence- 
forth, whenever  you  are  aggrieved,"  said  Fabius,  "  I  shall 
consider  it  your  fault,  if  you  apply  yourself  to  any  one  but 
to  me  ; "  and  when  he  had  so  spoken,  he  bestowed  an  ex- 
cellent horse  and  other  presents  upon  him ;  and,  from  that 
time  forwards,  there  was  not  a  faithfuller  and  more  trusty 
man  in  the  whole  army.  With  good  reason  he  judged, 
that,  if  those  who  have  the  government  of  horses  and  dogs 
endeavor  by  gentle  usage  to  cure  their  angry  and  untract- 
able  tempers,  rather  than  by  cruelty  and  beating,  much 
more  should  those  who  have  the  command  of  men  try  to 
bring  them  to  order  and  discipline  by  the  mildest  and 
fairest  means,  and  not  treat  them  worse  than  gardeners  do 
those  wild  plants,  which,  with  care  and  attention,  lose 
gradually  the  savageness  of  their  nature,  and  bear  excel 
lent  fruit. 
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At  another  time,  some  of  his  oflRcers  informed  him  that 
one  of  their  men  was  very  often  absent  from  his  place,  and 
out  at  nights ;  he  asked  them  what  knid  of  man  he  was; 
they  all  answered,  that  the  whole  army  had  not  a  better 
man,  that  he  was  a  native  of  Lucania,  and  proceeded  to 
speak  of  several  actions  which  they  had  seen  him  perform. 
Fabius  made  strict  inquiry,  and  discovered  at  last  that 
these  frequent  excursions  which  he  ventured  upon  were  to 
visit  a  young  girl,  with  whom  he  was  in  love.  Upon  which 
he  gave  private  order  to  some  of  his  men  to  find  out  the 
woman  and  secretly  convey  her  into  his  own  tent ;  and 
then  sent  for  the  Lucanian,  and,  calling  him  aside,  told  him, 
that  he  very  well  knew  how  often  he  had  been  out  away 
from  the  camp  at  night,  which  was  a  capital  transgression 
against  military  discipline  and  the  Roman  laws,  but  he 
knew  also  how  brave  he  was,  and  the  good  services  he  had 
done  ;  therefore,  in  consideration  of  them,  he  was  willing 
to  forgive  him  his  fault;  but  to  keep  him  in  good  order, 
he  was  resolved  to  place  one  over  him  to  be  his  keeper, 
who  should  be  accountable  for  his  good  behavior.  Having 
said  this,  he  produced  the  woman,  and  told  the  soldier, 
terrified  and  amazed  at  the  adventure,  "  This  is  the  person 
who  must  answer  for  you;  and  by  your  future  behavior 
we  shall  see  whether  your  night  rambles  were  on  account 
of  love,  or  for  any  other  worse  design." 

Another  passage  there  was,  something  of  the  same  kind, 
which  gained  him  possession  of  Tarentum.  There  was  a 
young  Taren  tine  in  the  army  that  had  a  sister  in  Tarentum, 
then  in  possession  of  the  enemy,  who  entirely  loved  her 
brother,  and  wholly  depended  upon  him.  He,  being  in- 
formed that  a  certain  Bruttian,  whom  Hannibal  had  made 
a  commander  of  the  garrison,  was  deeply  in  love  with  his 
sister,  conceived  hopes  that  he  might  possibly  turn  it  to  the 
advantage  of  the  Romans.  And  having  first  communicated 
his  design  to  Fabius,  he  left  the  army  as  a  deserter  in 
show,  and  went  over  to  Tarentum.   The  first  days  passed, 
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and  the  Bruttian  abstained  from  visiting  the  sister ;  for 
neither  of  them  knew  that  the  brother  had,  notice  of  the 
amour  between  them.  The  young  Tarentine,  however,  took 
an  occasion  to  tell  his  sister  how  he  had  heard  that  a  man  of 
station  and  authority  had  made  his  addresses  to  her,  and  de- 
sired her,  therefore,  to  tell  him  who  it  was ;  "  for,"  said  he, 
"if  he  be  a  man  that  has  bravery  and  reputation,  it  matters 
not  what  countryman  he  is,  since  at  this  time  the  sword 
mingles  all  nations,  and  makes  them  equal;  compulsion 
makes  all  things  honorable ;  and  in  a  time  when  right  is 
weak,  we  may  be  thankful  if  might  assumes  a  form  of  gen- 
tleness."  Upon  this  the  woman  sends  for  her  friend,  and 
makes  the  brother  and  him  acquainted ;  and  whereas  she 
henceforth  showed  more  countenance  to  her  lover  than 
formerly,  in  the  same  degrees  that  her  kindness  increased, 
his  friendship,  also,  with  the  brother  advanced.  So  that 
at  last  our  Tarentine  thought  this  Bruttian  officer  well 
enough  prepared  to  receive  the  offers  he  had  to  make  him ; 
and  that  it  would  be  easy  for  a  mercenary  man,  who  was 
in  love,  to  accept,  upon  the  terms  proposed,  the  large 
rewards  promised  by  Fabius.  In  conclusion,  the  bargain 
was  struck,  and  the  promise  made  of  delivering  the  town. 
This  is  the  common  tradition,  though  some  relate  the  story 
otherwise,  and  say,  that  this  woman,  by  whom  the  Bruttian 
was  inveigled  to  betray  the  town,  was  not  a  native  of 
Tarentum,  but  a  Bruttian  born,  and  was  kept  by  Fabius 
as  his  concubine ;  and  being  a  countrywoman  and  an  ac- 
quaintance of  the  Bruttian  governor,  he  privately  sent  her 
to  him  to  corrupt  him. 

Whilst  these  matters  were  thus  in  process,  to  draw  oft 
Hannibal  from  scenting  the  design,  Fabius  sends  orders  to 
the  garrison  in  Rhegium,  that  they  should  waste  and  spoil 
the  Bruttian  country,  and  should  also  lay  siege  to  Caulonia, 
and  storm  the  place  with  all  their  might.  These  were  a 
body  of  eight  thousand  men,  the  worst  of  the  Roman  army, 
who  had  most  of  them  been  runaways,  and  had  been 
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brought  home  by  Miircellus  from  Sicily,  in  dishonor,  so  that 
the  loss  of  them  would  not  be  any  great  grief  to  the  Romans. 
Fabius,  therefore,  threw  out  these  men  as  a  bait  for  Han. 
nibal,  to  divert  him  from  Tarentum  ;  who  instantly  caught 
at  it,  and  led  his  forces  to  Caulonia ;  in  the  mean  time, 
Fabius  sat  down  before  Tarentum.  On  the  sixth  day  of 
the  siege,  the  young  Tarentine  slips  by  night  out  of  the 
town,  and,  having  carefully  observed  the  place  where  the 
Bruttian  commander,  according  to  agreement,  was  to  ad- 
mit the  Romans,  gave  an  account  of  the  whole  matter  to 
Fabius ;  who  thought  it  not  safe  to  rely  wholly  upon  the 
plot,  but,  while  proceeding  with  secrecy  to  the  post,  gave 
order  for  a  general  assault  to  be  made  on  the  other  side  of 
the  town,  both  by  land  and  sea.  This  being  accordingly 
executed,  while  the  Tarentines  hurried  to  defend  the  town 
on  the  side  attacked,  Fabius  received  the  signal  from  the 
Bruttian,  scaled  the  walls,  and  entered  the  town  un- 
opposed. 

Here,  we  must  confess,  ambition  seems  to  have  overcome 
him.  To  make  it  appear  to  the  world  that  he  had  taken 
Tarentum  by  force  and  his  own  prowess,  and  not  by 
treachery,  he  commanded  his  men  to  kill  the  Bruttians 
before  all  others ;  yet  he  did  not  succeed  in  establishing 
the  impression  he  desired,  but  merely  gained  the  character 
of  perfidy  and  cruelty.  Many  of  the  Tarentines  were  also 
killed,  and  thirty  thousand  of  them  were  sold  for  slaves; 
the  army  had  the  plunder  of  the  town,  and  there  was 
brought  into  the  treasury  three  thousand  talents.  Whilst 
they  were  carrying  off  everything  else  as  plunder,  the 
officer  who  took  the  inventory  asked  what  should  be  done 
with  their  gods,  meaning  the  pictures  and  statues ;  Fabius 
answered,  "Let  us  leave  their  angry  gods  to  the  Tarentines." 
Nevertheless,  he  removed  the  colossal  statue  of  Hercules, 
and  had  it  set  up  in  the  capitol,  with  one  of  himself  on 
horseback,  in  brass,  near  it;  proceedings  veiy  different  from 
those  of  Marcellus  on  a  like  occasion,  and  wliich,  indeed 


FABIUS.  36S 

very  much  set  off  in  the  eyes  of  the  world  his  clemency 
and  humanity,  as  appears  in  the  account  of  his  life. 

Hannibal,  it  is  said,  was  within  five  miles  of  Tarentum, 
when  he  was  informed  that  the  town  was  taken.  He  said 
openly,  "  Rome  then  has  also  got  a  Hannibal ;  as  we  won 
Tarentum,  so  have  we  lost  it."  And,  in  private  with  some 
of  his  confidants,  he  told  them,  for  the  first  time,  that  he 
always  thought  it  difficult,  but  now  he  held  it  impossible, 
with  the  forces  he  then  had,  to  master  Italy. 

Upon  this  success,  Fabius  had  a  triumph  decreed  him  at 
Rome,  much  more  splendid  than  his  first ;  they  looked  upon 
him  now  as  a  champion  who  had  learned  to  cope  with  his 
antagonist,  and  could  now  easily  foil  his  arts  and  prove  his 
best  skill  ineffectual.  And,  indeed,  the  army  of  Hannibal 
was  at  this  time  partly  worn  away  with  continual  action, 
and  partly  weakened  and  become  dissolute  with  overahun- 
dance  and  luxury.  Marcus  Livius,  who  was  governor  of 
Tarentum  when  it  was  betrayed  to  Hannibal,  and  then  re- 
tired into  the  citadel,  which  he  kept  till  the  town  was  re- 
taken, was  annoyed  at  these  honors  and  distinctions,  and, 
on  one  occasion,  openly  declared  in  the  senate,  that  by  his 
resistance,  more  than  by  any  action  of  Fabius,  Tarentum 
had  been  recovered ;  on  which  Fabius  laughingly  replied : 
"You  say  very  true,  for  if  Marcus  Livius  had  not  lost 
Tarentum,  Fahius  Maximus  had  never  recovered  it."  The 
people,  amongst  other  marks  of  gratitude,  gave  his  son  the 
consulship  of  the  next  year  ;  shortly  after  whose  entrance 
upon  his  office,  there  being  some  business  on  foot  about 
provision  for  the  war,  his  father,  either  by  reason  of  age 
and  infirmity,  or  perhaps  out  of  design  to  try  his  son,  came 
up  to  him  on  horseback.  While  he  was  still  at  a  distance, 
the  young  consul  observed  it,  and  bade  one  of  his  lictors 
command  his  father  to  alight,  and  tell  him  if  he  had  any 
business  with  the  consul,  he  should  come  on  foot.  The 
standers-by  seemed  offended  at  the  imperiousness  of  the 
son  towards  a  father  so  venerable  for  his  age  and  his  author 
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ity,  and  turned  their  eyes  in  silence  towards  vFabius.  Re, 
however,  instantly  alighted  from  his  horse,  and  with  open 
arras  came  up,  almost  running,  and  embraced  his  son,  say. 
ing,  "  Yes,  my  son,  you  do  well,  and  understand  well  what 
authority  you  have  received,  and  over  whom  you  are  to 
use  it.  This  was  the  way  by  which  we  and  our  forefathers 
advanced  the  dignity  of  Rome,  preferring  ever  her  honor 
and  service  to  our  own  fathers  and  children." 

And,  in  fact,  it  is  told  that  the  great-grandfather  of  our 
Fabius,  who  was  undoubtedly  the  greatest  man  of  Rome  in 
his  time,  both  in  reputation  and  authority,  who  had  been 
five  times  consul,  and  had  been  honored  with  several 
triumphs  for  victories  obtained  by  him,  took  pleasure  ia 
serving  as  lieutenant  under  his  own  son,  when  he  went  as 
consul  to  his  command.  And  when  afterwards  his  son  had 
a  triumph  bestowed  upon  him  for  his  good  service,  the  old 
man  followed,  on  horseback,  his  triumphant  chariot,  as  one 
of  his  attendants ;  and  made  it  his  glory,  that  while  he 
really  was,  and  was  acknowledged  to  be,  the  greatest  man 
in  Rome,  and  held  a  father's  full  power  over  his  son,  he 
yet  submitted  himself  to  the  laws  and  the  magistrate. 

But  the  praises  of  our  Fabius  are  not  bounded  here.  He 
afterwards  lost  his  son,  and  was  remarkable  for  bearuig 
the  loss  with  the  moderation  becoming  a  pious  father  and 
a  wise  man,  and  as  it  was  the  custom  amongst  the  Romans, 
ipon  th3  death  of  any  illustrious  person,  to  have  a  funeral 
oration  recited  by  some  of  the  nearest  relations,  he  took 
apon  himself  that  office,  and  delivered  a  speech  in  the 
forum,  which  he  committed  afterwards  to  writing. 

After  Cornelius  Scipio,  who  was  sent  into  Spain,  had 
driven  the  Carthaginians,  defeated  by  him  in  many  battles, 
out  of  the  country,  and  had  gained  over  to  Rome  many 
towns  and  nations  with  large  resources,  he  was  received 
at  his  coming  home  with  unexampled  joy  and  acclamation 
of  the  people ;  who,  to  show  their  gratitude,  elected  him 
sousul  for  the  year  ensuing.    Knowing  what  high  expectik 
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tion  they  had  of  him,  he  thought  the  occupation  of  contest, 
ing  Italy  with  Hannibal  a  mere  old  man's  employment,  and 
proposed  no  less  a  task  to  himself  than  to  make  Carthage 
the  seat  of  the  war,  fill  Africa  with  arms  and  devastation, 
and  so  oblige  Hannibal,  instead  of  invading  the  countries 
of  others,  to  draw  back  and  defend  his  own.  And  to  this 
end  he  proceeded  to  exert  all  the  influence  he  had  with  the 
people.  Fabius,  on  the  other  side,  opposed  the  undertaking 
with  all  his  might,  alarming  the  city,  and  telling  them  that 
nothing  but  the  temerity  of  a  hot  young  man  could  inspire 
them  with  such  dangerous  counsels,  and  sparing  no  means, 
by  word  or  deed,  to  prevent  it.  He  prevailed  with  the  sen- 
ate to  espouse  his  sentiments;  but  the  common  people 
thought  that  he  envied  the  fame  of  Scipio,  and  that  he  was 
afraid  lest  this  young  conqueror  should  achieve  some  great 
and  noble  exploit,  and  have  the  glory,  perhaps,  of  driving 
Hannibal  out  of  Italy,  or  even  of  ending  the  war,  which 
had  for  so  many  years  continued  and  been  protracted  under 
his  management. 

To  say  the  truth,  when  Fabius  first  opposed  this  project 
of  Scipio,  he  probably  did  it  out  of  caution  and  prudence, 
in  consideration  only  of  the  public  safety,  and  of  the  danger 
which  the  commonwealth  might  incur ;  but  when  he  found 
Scipio  every  day  increasing  in  the  esteem  of  the  people, 
rivalry  and  ambition  led  him  further,  and  made  him  violent 
and  personal  in  his  opposition.  For  he  even  applied  to 
Crassus,  the  colleague  of  Scipio,  and  urged  him  not  to  yield 
the  command  to  Scipio,  but  that,  if  his  inclinations  were  for 
it,  he  should  himself  in  person  lead  the  army  to  Carthage. 
He  also  hindered  the  giving  money  to  Scipio  for  the  war ; 
so  that  he  was  forced  to  raise  it  upon  his  own  credit  and 
interest  from  the  cities  of  Etruria,  which  were  extremely 
attached  to  him.  On  the  other  side,  Crassus  would  not 
stir  against  him,  nor  remove  out  of  Italy,  being,  in  his  own 
nature,  averse  to  all  contention,  and  also  having,  by  his 
office  of  high  priest,  religious  duties  to  retain  him.  Fabius, 
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therefore,  tried  otlier  ways  to  oppose  the  design ;  he  im. 
peded  the  levies,  and  he  dechuiiied,  both  in  the  senate 
and  to  the  people,  tliat  Scipio  was  not  only  himself  flying 
from  Hannibal,  but  was  also  endeavoring  to  drain  Italy 
of  all  its  forces,  and  to  spirit  away  the  youth  of  the  coun- 
try to  a  foreign  war,  leaving  behind  them  their  parents, 
wives,  and  children,  and  the  city  itself,  a  defenceless  prey 
to  the  conquering  and  undefeated  enemy  at  their  doors. 
With  this  he  so  far  alarmed  the  people,  that  at  last  they 
would  only  allow  Scipio  for  the  war  the  legions  whicli 
were  in  Sicily,  and  three  hundred,  whom  he  particularly 
trusted,  of  those  men  who  had  served  with  him  in  Spain. 
In  these  transactions,  Fabius  seems  to  have  followed  the 
dictates  of  his  own  wary  temper. 

But,  after  that  Scipio  was  gone  over  into  Africa,  -when 
news  almost  immediately  came  to  Rome  of  wonderful  ex 
ploits  and  victories,  of  which  the  fame  was  confirmed  oy 
the  spoils  he  sent  home ;  of  a  Xumidian  king  taken  pris- 
oner ;  of  a  vast  slaughter  of  their  men ;  of  two  camps  of 
the  enemy  burnt  and  destroyed,  and  in  them  a  great  quan- 
tity of  arms  and  horses  ;  and  when,  hereupon,  the  Cartha- 
ginians were  compelled  to  send  envoys  to  Hannibal  to  call 
him  home,  and  leave  his  idle  hopes  in  Italy,  to  defend  Car- 
thage ;  when,  for  such- eminent  and  transcending  services, 
the  whole  people  of  Rome  cried  up  and  extolled  the  actions 
of  Scipio ;  even  then,  Fabius  contended  that  a  successor 
should  be  sent  in  his  place,  alleging  for  it  only  the  old  rea- 
son of  the  mutability  of  fortune,  as  if  she  would  be  weary 
of  long  favoring  the  same  person.  With  this  language 
many  did  begin  to  feel  offended  ;  it  seemed  to  be  moiosity 
and  ill-will,  the  pusillanimity  of  old  age,  or  a  fear,  that  had 
now  become  exaggerated,  of  the  skill  of  Hannibal.  Xay, 
when  Hannibal  had  put  his  army  on  shipboard,  and  taken 
his  leave  of  Italy,  Fabius  still  could  not  forbear  to  oppose 
and  disturb  the  universal  joy  of  Rome,  expressing  his  fears 
and  apprehensions,  telling  them  that  the  commonwealth 
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was  never  in  more  danger  than  now,  and  that  Hannibal 
was  a  more  formidable  enemy  under  the  walls  of  Carthage 
than  ever  he  had  been  in  Italy ;  that  it  would  be  fatal 
to  Rome  whenever  Scipio  should  encounter  his  victorious 
army,  still  warm  with  the  blood  of  so  many  Roman  gen- 
er&is,  dictators,  and  consuls  slain.  And  the  people  were,  in 
some  degree,  startled  with  these  declamations,  and  were 
brought  to  believe  that  the  further  off  Hannibal  was,  the 
nearer  was  their  danger,  Scipio,  however,  shortly  after- 
wards fought  Hannibal,  and  utterly  defeated  him,  humbled 
the  pride  of  Carthage  beneath  his  feet,  gave  his  country- 
men joy  and  exultation  beyond  all  their  hopes,  and 

Long  shaken  on  the  seas  restored  the  sta,te. 

Fabius  Maximus,  however,  did  not  live  to  see  the  pros- 
perous end  of  this  war,  and  the  final  overthrow  of  Hanni- 
bal, nor  to  rejoice  in  the  re-established  happiness  and  se- 
curity of  the  commonwealth  ;  for  about  the  time  that  Han- 
nibal left  Italy,  he  fell  sick  and  died.  At  Thebes,  Epami- 
nondas  died  so  poor  that  he  was  buried  at  the  public 
charge;  one  small  iron  coin  was  all,  it  is  said,  that 
was  found  in  his  house.  Fabius  did  not  need  this,  but  the 
people,  as  a  mark  of  their  affection,  defrayed  the  expenses 
of  his  funeral  by  a  private  contribution  from  each  citizen 
of  the  smallest  piece  of  coin;  thus  owning  him  their 
common  father,  and  making  his  end  no  less  honoraola 
than  his  life. 
24 
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COMPARISON  OF  FABIUS  WITH  PERICLES 

We  have  here  had  two  lives  rich  in  examples,  both  ot 
civil  and  military  excellence.    Let  us  first  compare  the  two 
men  in  their  warlike  capacity.    Pericles  presided  in  his 
commonwealth  when  it  was  in  its  most  flourishing  and  opu- 
lent condition,  great  and  growing  in  power;  so  that  it  may 
be  thought  it  was  rather  the  common  success  and  fortune 
that  kept  him  from  any  fall  or  disaster.    But  the  task  of 
Fabius,  who  undertook  the  government  in  the  worst  and 
most  difficult  times,  was  not  to  preserve  and  maintahi  tlie 
well-established  felicity  of  a  prosperous  state,  but  to  raise 
and  uphold  a  sinking  and  ruinous  commonwealth.  Besides, 
the  victories  of  Cimon,  the  trophies  of  Myronides  and  Lace- 
rates, with  the  many  famous  exploits  of  Tolmides,  were 
employed  by  Pericles  rather  to  fill  the  city  with  festive  en- 
tertainments and  solemnities  than  to  enlarge  and  secure 
its  empire.    Whereas,  Fabius,  when  he  took  upon  him  the 
government,  had  the  frightful  object  before  his  eyes  of 
Roman  armies  destroyed,  of  their  generals  and  consuls 
slain,  of  lakes  and  plains  and  forests  strewed  with  the  dead 
bodies,  and  rivers  stained  with  the  blood  of  his  fellow- 
citizens;  and  yet,  with  his  mature  and  solid  counsels,  with 
the  firmness  of  his  resolution,  he,  as  it  were,  put  his 
shoulder  to  the  falling  commonwealth,  and  kept  it  up  from 
foundering  through  the  failings  and  weakness  of  others. 
Perhaps  it  may  be  more  easy  to  govern  a  city  broken  and 
tamed  with  calamities  and  adversity,  and  compelled  by 
danger  and  necessity  to  listen  to  wisdom,  than  to  set  a  bridle 
on  wantonness  and  temerity,  and  rule  a  people  pampered 
and  restive  with  long  prosperity  as  were  the  Athenians 
when  Pericles  held  the  reins  of  government.    But  then 
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Rgain,  not  to  be  daunted  nor  discomposed  with  the  vast 
heap  of  calamities  under  which  tlie  people  of  Rome  at  that 
time  groan  and  succumbed,  argues  a  courage  in  Fabius  and 
a  strength  of  purpose  more  than  ordinary. 

We  may  set  Tarentum  retaken  against  Samos  won  by 
Pericles,  and  the  conquest  of  Euboea  we  may  well  balance 
with  the  towns  of  Campania;  though  Capua  itself  was 
reduced  by  the  consuls  Fulvius  and  Appius.  I  do  not  find 
that  Fabius  won  any  set  battle  but  that  against  the  Liguri- 
ans,  for  which  he  had  his  triumph  ;  whereas  Pericles  erected 
nine  trophies  for  as  many  victories  obtained  by  land  and  by 
sea.  But  no  action  of  Pericles  can  be  compared  to  that 
memorable  rescue  of  Minucius,  when  Fabius  redeemed 
both  liim  and  his  army  from  utter  destruction ;  a  noble  act 
combining  the  highest  valor,  wisdom,  and  humanity.  On 
the  other  side,  it  does  not  appear  that  Pericles  was  ever  so 
overreached  as  Fabius  was  by  Hannibal  with  his  flaming 
oxen.  His  enemy  there  had,  without  his  agency,  put  him- 
self accidentally  into  his  power,  yet  Fabius  let  him  slip  in 
the  night,  and,  when  day  came,  was  worsted  by  him,  was 
anticipated  in  the  moment  of  success,  and  mastered  by  his 
prisoner.  If  it  is  the  part  of  a  good  general,  not  only  to 
provide  for  the  present,  but  also  to  have  a  clear  foresight 
of  things  to  come,  in  this  point  Pericles  is  the  superior ;  for 
he  admonished  the  Athenians,  and  told  them  beforehand 
the  ruin  the  war  would  bring  upon  them,  by  their  grasping 
more  than  they  were  able  to  manage.  But  Fabius  was  not 
so  good  a  prophet,  when  he  denounced  to  the  Romans  that 
the  undertaking  of  Scipio  would  be  the  destruction  of  the 
commonwealth.  So  that  Pericles  was  a  good  prophet  of 
bad  success,  and  Fabius  was  a  bad  prophet  of  success  that 
was  good.  And,  indeed,  to  lose  an  advantage  through  dif- 
fidence is  no  less  blamable  in  a  general  than  to  fall  into 
danger  for  want  of  foresight ;  for  both  these  faults, 
though  of jj^  nontrary  nature,  spring  from  the  same  root, 
Vi^ant  of  judgmf^^  experience. 
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As  for  their  civil  policy,  it  is  imputed  to  Pericles  that  he 
occasioned  the  war,  since  no  terms  of  peace,  olfered  by  the 
Lacedaemonians,  would  content  him.  It  is  true,  I  presume, 
that  Fabius,  also,  was  not  for  yielding  any  point  to  the 
Carthaginians,  but  was  ready  to  hazard  all,  rather  thau 
lessen  the  empire  of  Rome.  The  mildness  of  Fabius  to- 
wards his  colleague  Minucius  does,  by  way  of  comparison, 
rebuke  and  condemn  the  exertions  of  Pericles  to  banish 
Ciraon  and  Thucydides,  noble,  aristocratic  men,  who  by  his 
means  suffered  ostracism.  The  authority  of  Pericles  in 
Athens  was  much  greater  than  that  of  Fabius  in  Rome. 
Hence  it  was  more  easy  for  him  to  prevent  miscarriages 
arising  from  the  mistakes  and  insuflBciency  of  other  officers ; 
only  Tolmides  broke  loose  from  him,  and,  contrary  to  his 
persuasions,  unadvisedly  fought  with  the  Boeotians,  and 
was  slain.  The  greatness  of  his  influence  made  all  others 
submit  and  conform  themselves  to  his  judgment.  Where- 
as Fabius,  sure  and  unerring  himself,  for  want  of  that  gen- 
eral power,  had  not  the  means  to  obviate  the  miscarriages 
of  others ;  but  it  had  been  happy  for  the  Romans  if  his 
authority  had  been  greater,  for  so,  we  may  presume,  their 
disasters  had  been  fewer. 

As  to  liberality  and  public  spirit,  Pericles  was  eminent 
in  never  taking  any  gifts,  and  F'abius,  for  giving  his  own 
money  to  ransom  his  soldiers,  though  the  sum  did  not 
exceed  six  talents.  Than  Pericles,  meantime,  no  man  had 
ever  greater  opportunities  to  enrich  himself,  having  had 
presents  offered  him  from  so  many  kings  and  princes  and 
allies,  yet  no  man  was,  ever  more  free  from  corruption. 
And  for  the  beauty  and  magnificence  of  temples  and  public 
edifices  with  which  he  adorned  his  country,  it  must  be  con- 
fessed, that  all  the  ornaments  and  structures  of  Rome,  to 
the  time  of  the  Ctesars,  had  nothing  to  compare,  either  in 
greatness  of  design  or  of  expense,  with  the  lustre  of  those 
which  Pericles  only  erected  at  Athens. 
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ALCIBIADES. 

Alcibiades,  as  it  is  supposed,  was  anciently  descended 
from  Eurysaces,  tlie  son  of  Ajax,  by  his  fatlier's  side  ;  and 
by  his  mother's  side  from  Alcmseon.  Dinomache,  his 
mother,  was  the  daughter  of  Megacles.  His  father, 
Clinias,  having  fitted  out  a  galley  at  his  own  expense, 
gained  great  honor  in  the  sea-fight  at  Artemisium,  and 
was  afterwards  slain  in  the  battle  of  Coronea,  fighting 
against  the  Boeotians.  Pericles  and  Ariphron,  the  sons  of 
Xanthippus,  nearly  related  to  him,  became  the  guardians 
of  Alcibiades.  It  has  been  said  not  untruly  that  the 
friendship  which  Socrates  felt  for  him  has  much  contrib- 
uted to  his  fame ;  and  certain  it  is,  that,  though  we  have 
no  account  from  any  writer  concerning  ^-^'-■irf other  of 
Nicias  or  Demosthenes,  of  Lamachus  I'tiormion,  of 
Thrasybulus  or  Theramenes,  notwithsttmWh]*'  these  were 
all  illustrious  men  of  the  same  period,  yet  we  know  even 
the  nurse  of  Alcibiades,  that  her  country  was  Lacedsemon, 
and  her  name  Amycla ;  and  that  Zopyrus  was  his  teacher 
and  attendant;  the  one  being  recorded  by  Antisth^Iies, 
and  the  other  by  Plato. 

It  is  not,  perhaps,  material  to  say  anything  of  the  beauty 
of  Alcibiades,  only  that  it  bloomed  with  him  in  all  the  ages 
of  his  life,  in  his  infancy,  ;n  his  youth,  and  in  his  manhood ; 
and,  in  the  peculiar  character  becoming  to  each  of  these 
periods,  gave  him,  in  every  one  of  them,  a  grace  and  a 
charm.   What  Euripides  says,  that 

Of  all  fair  thir.gs  the  autumn,  too,  is  fair, 

5  by  no  means  universally  true.  But  it  happened  so  with 
A-lcibiades,  amongst  lew  Others,  by  reason  of  bis  happy 
constitution  and  natural  vigor  of  body.    It  is  saj4  that  his 
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As  for  their  civil  policy,  it  is  imputed  to  Pericles  that  he 
occasioned  the  war,  since  no  terms  of  peace,  olfered  by  the 
Lacedoemonians,  would  content  huu.  It  is  true,  I  presume, 
that  Fabius,  also,  was  not  for  yielding  any  point  to  the 
Carthaginians,  but  was  ready  to  hazard  all,  rather  than 
lessen  the  empire  of  Rome.  The  mildness  of  Fabius  to- 
wards his  colleague  Minucius  does,  by  way  of  comparison, 
rebuke  and  condemn  the  exertions  of  Pericles  to  banish 
Cimon  arid  Thucydides,  noble,  aristocratic  men,  who  by  his 
means  suffered  ostracism.  Tlie  authority  of  Pericles  in 
Athens  was  much  greater  than  that  of  Fabius  in  Rome. 
Hence  it  was  more  easy  for  him  to  prevent  miscarriages 
arising  from  the  mistakes  and  insufficiency  of  other  officers ; 
only  Tolmides  broke  loose  from  him,  and,  contrary  to  his 
persuasions,  unadvisedly  fought  with  the  Boeotians,  and 
was  slain.  The  greatness  of  his  influence  made  all  others 
submit  and  conform  themselves  to  his  judgment.  Where- 
as Fabius,  sure  and  unerring  himself,  for  want  of  that  gen- 
eral power,  had  not  the  means  to  obviate  the  miscarriages 
of  others ;  but  it  had  been  happy  for  the  Romans  if  his 
authority  had  been  greater,  for  so,  we  may  presume,  their 
disasters  had  been  fewer. 

As  to  liberality  and  public  spirit,  Pericles  was  eminent 
in  never  taking  any  gifts,  and  Fabius,  for  giving  his  own 
money  to  ransom  his  soldiers,  though  the  sum  did  not 
exceed  six  talents.  Than  Pericles,  meantime,  no  man  had 
ever  greater  opportunities  to  enrich  himself,  having  had 
presents  oifered  him  from  so  many  kings  and  princes  and 
allies,  yet  no  man  was^ever  more  free  from  corruption. 
And  for  the  beauty  and  magnificence  of  temples  and  public 
edifices  with  which  he  adorned  his  country,  it  must  be  con- 
fessed, that  all  the  ornaments  and  structures  of  Rome,  to 
the  time  of  tlie  Ctesars,  had  nothing  to  compare,  either  in 
greatness  of  design  or  of  expense,  with  the  ^ustre  of  those 
which  Pericles  only  erected  at  Athens. 
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Alcibiades,  as  it  is  supposed,  was  anciently  descended 
from  Eurysaces,  the  son  of  Ajax,  by  his  father's  side ;  and 
by  his  mother's  side  from  Alcmeeon.  Dinomache,  his 
mother,  was  the  daughter  of  Megacles.  His  father, 
Clinias,  having  fitted  out  a  galley  at  his  own  expense, 
gained  great  honor  in  the  sea-fight  at  Artemisium,  and 
was  afterwards  slain  in  the  battle  of  Coronea,  fighting 
against  the  Boeotians.  Pericles  and  Ariphron,  the  sons  of 
Xanthippus,  nearly  related  to  him,  became  the  guardians 
of  Alcibiades.  It  has  been  said  not  untruly  that  the 
friendship  which  Socrates  felt  for  him  has  much  contrib- 
uted to  his  fame;  and  certain  it  is,  that,  though  we  have 
no  account  from  any  writer  concernmg  ^-^^-'n'l'other  of 
Nicias  or  Demosthenes,  of  Lamachus  •  'liorm  ion,  of 
Thrasybulus  or  Theramenes,  notwitlistimWi^'  these  wei'-e 
all  illustrious  men  of  the  same  period,  yet  we  know  even 
the  nurse  of  Alcibiades,  that  her  country  was  Lacedsemon, 
and  her  name  Amycla ;  and  that  Zopyrus  was  his  teacher 
and  attendant;  the  one  being  recorded  by  Antisth^I^es, 
and  the  other  by  Plato. 

It  is  not,  perhaps,  material  to  say  anything  of  the  beauty 
of  Alcibiades,  only  that  it  bloomed  with  him  in  all  the  ages 
of  his  life,  in  his  infancy,  in  his  youth,  and  in  his  manhood ; 
and,  in  the  peculiar  charncter  becoming  to  each  of  these 
periods,  gave  him,  in  every  one  of  them,  a  grace  and  a 
charm.   What  Euripides  says,  that 

Of  all  fair  thir;gs  the  autumn,  too,  is  fair, 

^  by  no  means  universally  true.  But  it  happened  so  with 
A-lcibiades,  amongst  lew  others,  by  reason  of  his  happy 
constitution  and  natural  vigor  of  body.    It  is  sai'i  that  his 
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lisping,  when  he  spoke,  became  him  well,  and  gave  a  grace 
and  persuasiveness  io  his  rapid  speech.  Aristophanes 
takes  notice  of  it  in  the  verses  in  which  he  jests  at 
Theorus:  "How  like  a  colax  he  is,"  says  Alcibiades, 
meaning  a  corax  ;  on  which  it  is  remarked, 

How  very  happily  he  lisped  the  truth. 

Archippus  also  alludes  to  it  in  a  passage  where  he  ridicules 
the  son  of  Alcibiades  : 

That  people  may  believe  him  like  his  father. 
He  walks  like  one  dissolved  in  luxury. 
Lets  his  robe  trail  behind  him  on  the  ground, 
Carelessly  leans  his  head,  and  in  his  talk 
Affects  to  lisp. 

His  conduct  displayed  many  great  inconsistencies  and 
C^ariations,  not  unnaturally,  in  accordance  with  the  many 
and  wonderful  vicissitudes  of  his  fortunes ;  but  among  tbe 
many  strong  passions  of  his  real  character,  the  one  most 
prevailir?ig-ifiall  was  his  ambition  and  desire  of  superiority, 
which ,  appears  several  anecdotes  told  of  his  sayings 
vv'ims'ii  he  was  a  ciild.  Once  being  hard  pressed  in  wrest* 
ling,  and  fearicg  to  be  thrown,  he  got  the  hand  of  his 
antagonist  to  his  mouth,  and  bit  it  with  all  his  force ;  and 
when  tbe  other  loosed  his  bold  presently,  and  said,  "  You 
bite,- Alcibiades,  like  a  woman,"  "No,"  replied  he,  "like  a 
lion."  Another  time  as  he  played  at  dice  hi  the  street, 
being  then  but  a  child,  a  loaded  cart  came  that  way,  when 
it  was  his  turn  to  throw;  at  first  he  called  to  the  driver  to 
stop,  because  he  was  to  throw  in  the  way  over  which  the 
cart  was  to  pass;  but  the  man  giving  him  no  attention 
and  driving  on,  when  the  rest  of  the  boys  divided  and  gave 
way  Alcibiades  threw  himself  on  his  face  before  the  cart 
and,  stretching  himself  out,  bade  ihe  carter  pass  on  now  if 
he  would ;  which  so  startled  the  ram,  that  he  put  back  his 
horses,  while  all  that  saw  it  were  terrified,  and,  crying  out, 
ran  to  assist  Alcibiades.  ^Yhen  h3  began  to  study,  he 
obeyed  all  bis  other  masters  fairly  well,  but  refused  to 
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learn  upon  the  flute,  as  a  soi-did  thing,  and  not  becoming  a 
free  citizen ;  saying  that  to  play  on  the  lute  or  the  harp 
does  not  in  any  way  disfigure  a  man's  body  or  face,  but 
one  is  hardly  to  be  known  by  the  most  intimate  friends, 
wlien  playing  on  the  flute.  Besides,  one  who  plays  on  the 
harp  may  speak  or  sing  at  the  same  time ;  but  the  use  of 
the  flute  stops  the  mouth,  intercepts  the  voice,  and  prevents 
all  articulation.  "Therefore,"  said  he,  "let  the  Theban 
youths  pipe,  who  do  not  know  how  to  speak,  but  we 
Athenians,  as  our  ancestors  have  told  us,  have  Minerva  for 
our  patroness,  and  Apollo  for  our  protector,  one  of  whom 
threw  away  the  flute,  and  the  other  stripped  the  Flute- 
player  of  his  skin."  Thus,  between  raillery  and  good  ear- 
nest, Alcibiades  kept  not  only  himself  but  others  from 
learning,  as  it  presently  became  the  talk  of  the  young  boys, 
how  Alcibiades  despised  playing  on  the  flute,  and  ridiculed 
those  who  studied  it.  In  consequence  of  which,  it  ceased 
to  be  reckoned  amongst  the  liberal  accompli'^'iments,  and 
became  generally  neglected. 

It  is  stated  in  the  invective  which  Antiph ,     vrote  against 
Alcibiades,  that  once,  when  he  was  a  boy,  he  ran  away  to 
the  house  of  Democrates,  one  of  those  who  made  a  favorite 
of  him,  and  that  Ariphon  had  determined  to  cause  proc- 
lamation to  be  made  for  him,  had  not  Pericles  diverted  him 
from  it,  by  saying,  that  if  he  were  aead,  the  proclaiming  of 
him  could  only  cause  it  to  be  discovered  one  day  sooner, 
and  if  he  were  safe,  it  would  be  a  reproach  to  him  as  long 
as  he  lived.   Antiphon  also  says,  that  he  killed  one  of  his 
own  servants  with  the  blow  of  a  staff  in  Sibyrtius's  wrest- 
-  Ung  ground.   But  it  is  unreasonable  to  give  credit  to  all 
tha  It  is  objected  by  an  enemy,  who  makes  open  profession  of 
his  f  design  to  defame  him. 

''It  was  manifest  that  the  many  well-born  persons  who 
Nfere  continually  seeking  his  company,  and  making  theii 
court  to  him,  were  attracted  and  captivated  by  his  brilliant 
and  extraordinary  beauty  only,   But  the  atfection  which 
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Socrates  entertained  for  him  is  a  great  evidence  of  tlie  nat 
Ural  noble  qualities  and  good  disposition  of  the  boy,  which 
Socrates,  indeed,  detected  both  in  and  under  his  personal 
beauty  ;  and,  hearing  that  his  wealth  and  station,  and  the 
great  number  both  of  strangers  and  Athenians  who  flattered 
and  caressed  hiui,  might  at  last  corrupt  him,  resolved,  ii 
possible,  to  interpose,  and  preserve  so  hopeful  a  plant  from 
perishing  in  the  flower,  before  its  fruit  came  to  perfection. 
For  never  did  fortune  surround  and  enclose  a  man  with  so 
many  of  those  things  which  we  vulgarly  call  goods,  or  so 
protect  him  from  every  weapon  of  philosophy,  and  fence 
him  from  every  access  of  free  and  searching  words,  as  she 
did  Alcibiades ;  who,  from  the  beginning,  was  exposed  to  tlie 
flatteries  of  those  who  sought  merely  his  gratification,  such 
as  might  well  unnerve  him,  and  indispose  him  to  listen  to 
any  real  adviser  or  instructor.  Yet  such  was  the  happiness 
of  his  genius,  that  he  discerned  Socrates  from  the  rest,  and  ad- 
mitted him,  whilst  he  drove  away  the  wealthy  and  the  noble 
who  made  court  to  him.  And,  in  a  little  time,  they  grew 
intimate,  and  Alcibiades,  listening  now  to  language  entirely 
free  from  every  thought  of  unmanly  fondness  and  silly 
displays  of  affection,  finding  himself  with  one  who  sought 
to  lay  open  to  him  the  deficiencies  of  his  mind,  and  repress 
his  vain  and  foolish  arrogance. 

Dropped  like  the  craven  cock  his  conquered  wing. 

He  esteemed  these  endeavors  of  Socrates  as  most  truly 
a  means  which  the  gods  made  use  of  for  the  care  and  pres- 
ervation of  youth,  and  began  to  think  meanly  of  himself 
and  to  admire  him  ;  to  be  pleased  with  his  kindness,  and  to 
stand  in  awe  of  his  virtue  ;  and,  unawares  to  himself,  there 
became  formed  in  his  mind  that  reflex  image  and  reciproca- 
tion of  Love,  or  Anteros,  that  Plato  talks  of.  It  was  a  mat- 
ter of  general  wonder,  when  people  saw  him  joinmg  Soc- 
rates in  his  meals  and  his  exercises,  living  with  him  in  the 
same  tent,  whilst  be  wau  reserved  and  rough  to  all  others 
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who  made  their  addresses  to  hiiu,  and  acted,  indeed,  with 
great  insolence  to  some  of  them.  As  in  particular  to  Any- 
tus,  the  son  of  Anthemion,  one  who  was  very  fond  of  him, 
and  invited  him  to  an  entertainment  which  lie  had  prepared 
for  some  strangers.  Alcibiades  refused  the  invitation ;  but, 
liaving  drunk  to  excess  at  his  own  house  with  some  of  his 
companions,  went  tliither  with  them  to  play  some  frolic ; 
nnd,  standing  at  the  door  of  the  room  where  the  guests 
were  enjoying  themselves,  and  seeing  the  tables  covered 
with  gold  and  silver  cups,  he  commanded  his  servants  to 
take  away  the  one-half  of  them,  and  carry  them  to  his  own 
house ;  and  then,  disdaining  so  much  as  to  enter  into  the 
room  himself,  as  soon  as  he  had  done  this,  went  away. 
The  company  was  indignant,  and  exclaimed  at  his  rude  and 
insulting  conduct;  Anytus,  however,  said,  on  the  contrary, 
he  had  shown  great  consideration  and  tenderness  in  taking 
only  a  part  when  he  might  have  taken  all. 

He  behaved  in  the  same  manner  to  all  others  who  courted 
him  except  only  one  stranger,  who,  as  the  story  is  told, 
having  hut  a  small  estate,  sold  it  all  for  about  a  hundred 
staters,  which  he  presented  to  Alcibiades,  and  besought  him 
to  accept.  Alcibiades,  smiling  and  well  pleased  at  the  things 
invited  him  to  supper,  and,  after  a  very  kind  entertainment, 
gave  him  his  gold  again,  requiring  him,  moreover,  not  to 
fail  to  be  present  the  next  day,  when  the  public  revenue 
was  offered  to  farm,  and  to  outbid  all  others.  The  man 
would  have  exci?.sed  himselfi"  because  the  contract  was  so 
large,  and  would  cost  many  talents ;  but  Alcibiades,  who  had 
at  that  time  a  private  pique  against  the  existing  farmers  ot 
the  revenue,  threatened  to  have  him  beaten  if  he  refused 
The  next  morning,  the  stranger,  coming  to  the  market-place, 
offered  a  talent  more  than  the  existing  rate ;  upon  which 
the  farmers,  enraged  and  consulting  together,  called  upon 
him  to  name  his  sureties,  concluding  that  he  could  find 
none.  The  poor  man,  being  startled  at  the  proposal,  began 
to  retire;  but  Alcibiades,  standing  at  a  distance,  cried  out 
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to  tlie  magistrates,  "  Set  my  name  down,  he  ia  a  friend  ol 
mine  ;  1  will  be  security  for  him."  When  the  other  bidders 
heard  this,  they  perceived  that  all  their  contrivance  was  de- 
feated ;  for  their  way  was,  with  the  profits  of  the  second  year 
to  pay  the  rent  for  the  year  preceding ;  so  that,  not  seeing 
any  other  way  to  extricate  themselves  out  of  the  difficulty, 
they  began  to  entreat  the  stranger,  and  offered  him  a  sum 
of  money.  Alcibiades  would  not  suffer  him  to  accept  of 
less  than  a  talent ;  but  when  that  was  paid  down,  he  com- 
manded him  to  relinquish  the  bargain,  having  by  this  de- 
vice relieved  his  necessity. 

Though  Socrates  had  many  and  powerful  rivals,  yet  the 
natural  good  qualities  of  Alcibiades  gave  his  affection  the 
mastery.  His  words  overcame  him  so  much,  as  to  draw 
tears  from  his  eyes,  and  to  disturb  his  very  soul.  Yet  some- 
times he  would  abandon  himself  to  flatterers,  when  they 
proposed  to  him  varieties  of  pleasure,  and  would  desert 
Socrates ;  who,  then,  would  pursue  him,  as  if  he  had  been  a 
fugitive  slave.  He  despised  every  one  else,  and  had  no  rev 
erence  or  awe  for  any  one  but  him.  Cleanthes  the  phi- 
losopher, speaking  of  one  to  whom  he  was  attached,  says 
his  only  hold  on  him  was  by  his  ears,  while  his  rivals 
had  all  the  others  offered  them  ;  and  there  is  no  question 
that  Alcibiades  was  very  easily  caught  by  pleasures ;  and 
the  expression  used  by  Thucydides  about  the  excesses  of 
his  habitual  course  of  living  gives  occasion  to  believe  so. 
But  those  who  'eirdeavored~''?b^-«Qiru£i^  took 
advantage  chiefly  of  his  vanity  and  ambition/ail^  thrust  him 
on  unseasonably  to  undertake  great  enterprises>-^ersuad 
ing  him,  that  as  soon  as  he  began  to  concern  himstU  in 
public  affairs,  he  would  not  only  obscure  the  rest  of  tht 
generals  and  statesmen,  but  outdo  tlie  authority  and  the 
reputation  which  Pericles  himself  had  gained  in  Greece. 
But  in  the  same  manner  as  iron  which  is  softened  by  the 
fire  grows  hard  with  the  cold,  and  all  its  parts  are  closed 
again ;  so,  as  often  as  Socrates  observed  Alcibiades  to  bfl 
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misled  by  luxury  or  pride,  he  reduced  and  corrected  hira 
by  his  addresses,  and  made  him  humble  and  modest,  by 
showing  him  in  how  many  things  he  was  deficient,  and 
bow  very  far  from  perfection  in  virtue. 

When  he  was  past  his  childhood,  he  went  once  to  a 
grammar-school,  and  asked  the  master  for  one  of  Homer's 
books;  and  he  making  answer  that  he  had  nothing  of 
Homer's,  Alcibiades  gave  hira  a  blow  with  his  fist,  and 
went  away.  Another  schoolmaster  telling  him  that  he 
had  Homer  corrected  by  himself ;  "  How  ?  "  said  Alcibiades, 
"  and  do  you  employ  your  time  in  teaching  children  to  read  ? 
Vou,  who  are  able  to  amend  Homer,  may  well  undertake 
to  instruct  men."  Being  once  desirous  to  speak  with  Per- 
icles, ha  went  to  his  house,  and  was  told  there  that  he  was 
not  at  leisure,  but  busied  in  considering  how  to  give 
up  his  accounts  to  the  Athenians  ;  Alcibiades,  as  he  went 
away,  said,  "  It  were  better  for  him  to  consider  how  ha 
might  avoid  giving  up  his  accounts  at  all." 

Whilst  he  was  very  young,  he  was  a  soldier  in  the  ex- 
pedition against  Potidsea,  where  Socrates  lodged  in  the  same 
tent  with  him,  and  stood  next  to  him  in  battle.  Once  there 
happened  a  sharp  skirmish,  in  which  they  both  behaved 
with  signal  bravery;  but  Alcibiades  receiving  a  wound, 
Socrates  threw  himself  before  him  to  defend  him,  and  be- 
yond any  question  saved  him  and  his  arms  from  the  enemy, 
and  so  iu  all  justice  might  have  challenged  the  prize 
of  valor.  But  the  generals  appearing  eager  to  adjudge  the 
honor  to  Alcibiades,  because  of  his  rank,  Socrates,  who  de- 
sired to  increase  his  thirst  after  glory  of  a  noble  kind,  was 
the  first  to  give  evidence  for  him,  and  pressed  them  to 
crown  him,  and  to  decree  to  him  the  complete  suit  of  armor. 
Afterwards,  in  the  battle  of  Deliura,  when  the  Athenians 
were  routed,  and  Socrates  with  a  few  others  was  retreating 
on  foot,  Alcibiades,  who  was  on  horseback,  observing  it, 
would  not  pass  on,  but  stayed  to  shelter  him  from  the 
danger,  and  brought  him  safe  off,  though  the  enemy  pressed 
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hard  upon  them,  and  cut  off  many.  But  tbis  happened 
Bome  time  after. 

He  gave  a  box  on  the  ear  to  Ilipponicus,  the  father  of 
Callias,  whose  birth  and  wealth  made  him  a  person  of  great 
influence  and  repute.  And  this  he  did  unprovoked  by  any 
passion  or  quarrel  between  them,  but  only  because,  in  a  frolic, 
he  had  agreed  with  his  companions  to  do  it.  People  were 
justly  offended  at  this  insolence  when  it  became  known 
through  the  city  ;  but  early  the  next  morning,  Alcibiade8 
went  to  his  house  and  knocked  at  the  door,  and  being  ad- 
mitted to  him,  took  off  his  outer  garment,  and  presenting 
his  naked  body,  desired  him  to  scourge  and  chastise  him 
as  he  pleased.  Upon  this  Hipponicus  forgot  all  his  resent- 
ment, and  not  only  pardoned  him,  but  soon  after  gave  him 
his  daughter  Hipparete  in  marriage.  Some  say  that  it  was 
not  Hipponicus,  but  his  son  Callias,  who  gave  Hipparete 
to  Alcibiades,  together  with  a  portion  of  ten  talents, 
and  that  after,  when  she  had  a  child,  Alcibiades  forced 
him  to  give  ten  talents  more,  upon  pretence  that  such 
was  the  agreement  if  she  brought  him  any  children. 
Afterwards,  Callias,  for  fear  of  coming  to  his  death  by  his 
means,  declared,  in  a  full  assembly  of  the  people,  that,  if  be 
should  happen  to  die  without  children,  the  state  should 
inherit  his  house  and  all  his  goods.  Hipparete  was  a  vir- 
tuous and  dutiful  wife,  but,  at  last,  growing  impatient  of 
the  outrages  done  to  her  by  her  husband's  continual  enter- 
taining of  courtesans,  as  well  as  strangers  as  Athenians, 
she  departed  from  him  and  retired  to  her  brother's  house. 
Alcibiades  seemed  not  at  all  concerned  at  this,  and  lived 
on  still  in  the  same  luxury ;  but  the  law  requiring  that  she 
should  deliver  to  the  archon  in  person,  and  not  by  proxy, 
the  instrument  by  which  she  claimed  a  divorce,  when,  in 
obedience  to  the  law,  she  presented  herself  before  him  to 
perform  this,  Alcibiades  came  in,  caught  her  up,  and  car- 
ried her  home  through  the  market-place,  no  one  daring  to 
oppose  him  nor  to  take  her  from  him.    She  continued  with 
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him  till  her  death,  which  happened  not  long  after,  when 
Alcibiades  had  gone  to  Ephesus.  Kor  is  this  violence  to  be 
thought  so  very  enormous  or  unmanly.  For  the  law,  in 
making  her  who  desires  to  be  divorced  appear  in  public, 
seems  to  design  to  give  her  husband  an  opportunity  of 
treating  with  her,  and  endeavoring  to  retain  her. 

Alcibiades  had  a  dog  which  cost  him  seventy  minas,  and 
was  a  very  large  one,  and  very  handsome.  Ilis  tail,  which 
was  his  principal  ornament,  he  caused  to  be  cut  off,  and  his 
acquaintances  exclaiming  at  him  for  it,  and  telling  him  that 
all  Athens  was  sorry  for  the  dog,  and  cried  out  upon  him 
for  this  'cCtion,  he  laughed,  and  said,  "Just  what  I  wanted 
has  happened  then.  I  wished  the  Athenians  to  talk  about 
this,  that  they  might  not  say  something  worse  of  me." 

It  is  said  that  the  first  time  he  came  into  the  assembly 
was  upon  occasion  of  a  largess  of  money  which  he  made  to 
the  people.  This  was  not  done  by  design,  but  as  he  passed 
along  he  heard  a  shout,  and  inquiring  the  cause,  and  having 
learned  that  there  was  a  donative  making  to  the  people,  he 
went  in  amongst  them  and  gave  money  also.  The  multi- 
tude thereupon  applauding  him,  and  shouting,  he  was  so 
transported  at  it,  that  he  forgot  a  quail  which  he  had  under 
his  robe,  and  the  bird,  being  frighted  with  the  noise,  flew 
oif ;  upon  which  the  people  made  louder  acclamations  than 
before,  and  many  of  them  started  up  to  pursue  the  bird  ;  and 
one  Autiochus,  a  pilot,  caught  it  and  restored  it  to  him,  for 
'^hich  he  was  ever  after  a  favorite  with  Alcibiades. 

lie  had  great  advantages  for  entering  public  life ;  his 
noble  birth,  his  riches,  the  persmal  courage  he  had  shown 
in  divers  battles,  and  the  multitude  of  his  friends  and  de- 
pendants,  threw  open,  so  to  say,  folding-doors  for  his  admit- 
tance. But  he  did  not  consent  to  let  his  power  with  the 
people  rest  on  anything,  rather  than  on  his  own  gift  of 
eloquence.  That  he  was  a  master  in  the  art  of  speaking, 
the  comic  poets  bear  him  witness ;  and  the  most  eloquent 
of  public  speakers,  in  his  oration  against  Midias,  aCowa 
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that  Alcibiades,  among  other  perfections,  was  a  most  ac 
complished  orator.  If,  however,  we  give  credit  to  Theo 
phrastus,  who  of  all  philosophers  was  the  most  curious  in- 
quirer,  and  the  greatest  lover  of  history,  we  are  to  under, 
stand  that  Alcibiades  had  the  highest  capacity  for  invent, 
ing,  for  discerning  what  was  the  right  thing  to  be  said  for 
any  purpose,  and  on  any  occasion ;  but  aiming  not  only  at 
saying  what  was  required,  but  also  at  saying  it  well,  in 
respect,  that  is,  of  Avords  and  phrases,  when  these  did  not 
readily  occur,  he  would  often  pause  in  the  middle  of  his 
discourse  for  want  of  the  apt  word,  and  would  be  silent 
and  stop  till  he  could  recollect  himself,  and  had  considered 
what  to  say. 

His  expenses  in  horses  kept  for  the  public  games,  and 
n  the  number  of  his  chariots,  were  matter  of  great  obser- 
vation ;  never  did  any  one  but  he,  either  private  person  or 
king,  send  seven  chariots  to  the  Olympic  games.  And  to 
have  carried  away  at  once  the  fii'st,  the  second,  and  the 
fourth  prize,  as  Thucydides  says,  or  the  third,  as  Euripides 
relates  it,  outdoes  far  away  every  distinction  that  ever  was 
known  or  thought  of  in  that  kind.  Euripides  celebrates  his 
success  in  this  manner : — 

— ^But  my  song  to  you, 
Son  of  CUnias,  is  due. 
Victory  is  noble ;  how  much  more 
To  do  as  never  Greek  before  5 
To  obtain  in  tlie  great  chariot  race 
The  first,  the  second,  and  third  place ; 
With  easy  step  advanced  to  fame 
To  bid  the  herald  three  times  claim 
The  oUve  for  one  victor's  name. 

The  emulation  displayed  by  the  deputations  of  various 
states  in  the  presents  which  they  made  to  him,  rendered 
this  success  yet  more  illustrious.  The  Ephesians  erected  a 
tent  for  him,  adorned  magnificently  ;  the  city  of  Chios  fur- 
nished him  with  provender  for  his  horses  and  with  great 
u  umbers  of  beasts  for  sacrifice  ;  and  the  Lesbians  sent  him 
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«rine  and  other  provisions  for  the  ma*^ 
ments  which  he  made.   Yet  in  the  midsV  P^^^ 
escaped  not  without  censure,  occasioned  eitliel^  person  to 
nature  of  his  enemies  or  by  his  own  misconduct.  P3 
said,  that  one  Diomedes,  an  Athenian,  a  worthy  man  an^^'^ 
friend  to  Alcibiades,  passionately  desiring  to  obtain  the 
victory  at  the  Olympic  games,  and  having  heard  much  of  a 
chariot  which  belonged  to  tlie  state  at  Argos,  where  he  knew 
that  Alcibiades  had  great  power  and  many  friends,  pre-| 
vailed  with  him  to  undertake  to  buy  the  cliariot.  Alci- 
biades did  indeed  buy  it,  but  then  claimed  it  for  his  own, 
leaving  Diomedes  to  rage  at  him,  and  to  call  upon  the  gods 
and  men  to  bear  witness  to  the  injustice.   It  would  seem 
there  was  a  suit  at  law  commenced  upon  this  occasion,  and 
there  is  yet  extant  an  oration  concerning  the  chariot,  writ- 
ten by  Isocrates  in  defence  of  the  sou  of  Alcibiades.  But 
the  plaintiff  in  this  action  is  named  Tisias,  and  not  Dio- 
medes. 

As  soon  as  he  began  to  intermeddle  in  the  government, 
which  was  when  he  was  very  young,  he  quickly  lessened 
the  credit  of  all  who  aspired  to  the  confidence  of  the  people 
except  Phaeax,  the  son  of  Erasistratus,  and  Nicias,  the  son 
of  Niceratus,  who  alone  could  contest  it  with  him.  Nicias 
was  arrived  at  a  mature  age,  and  was  esteemed  their  first 
general.  Phseax  was  but  a  rising  statesman  like  Alcibiades . 
he  was  descended  from  noble  ancestors,  but  was  his  in- 
ferior,  as  in  many  other  tilings,  so,  principally,  in  eloquence. 
He  possessed  rather  the  art  of  persuading  in  private  con- 
versation than  of  debate  before  the  people,  and  was,  as 
Eupolis  said  of  him, 


The  best  of  talkers,  and  of  ex)eakera  worst 


There  is  extant  an  oration  written  by  Phseax  against  Aiei' 
biades,  in  which,  amongst  other  things,  it  is  said,  that 
Alcibiades  made  daily  use  at  his  table  of  many  gold  and 
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that  Alcibiades,  p-  i>slonged  to  the  commonwealth,  as  it 
complished  o^---^  own. 

phrastus. ^  certain  Hyperbolus,  of  the  township  of  Peri, 
quirer  whom  Thucydides  also  spealcs  of  as  a  man  of  bad 
pA,racter,  a  general  butt  for  the  mockery  of  all  the  comic 
Writers  of  the  time,  but  quite  unconcerned  at  the  worst  things 
they  could  say,  and,  being  careless  of  glory,  also  insensible 
of  shame ;  a  temper  which  some  people  call  boldness  and 
courage,  whereas  it  is  indeed  impudence  and  recklessness. 
He  was  liked  by  nobody,  yet  the  people  made  frequent  use 
of  him,  when  they  had  a  mind  to  disgrace  or  calumniate 
any  persons  in  authority.  At  this  time,  the  people,  by  his 
persuasions,  were  ready  to  proceed  to  pronounce  the  sen- 
tence of  ten  years'  banishment,  called  ostracism.  This  they 
made  use  of  to  humiliate  and  drive  out  of  the  city  such 
citizens  as  outdid  the  rest  in  credit  and  power,  indulging 
not  so  much  perhaps  their  apprehensions  as  their  jealous- 
ies in  this  way.  And  when,  at  this  time,  there  was  no 
doubt  but  that  the  ostracism  would  fall  upon  one  of  those 
three,  Alcibiades  contrived  to  form  a  coalition  of  parties, 
and,  communicating  his  project  to  Nicias,  turned  the  sen- 
tence upon  Hyperbolus  himself.  Others  say,  that  it  was  not 
with  Nicias,  but  Phseax,  that  he  consulted,  and  by  help  of 
his  party,  procured  the  banishment  of  Hyperbolus,  when  he 
suspected  nothing  less.  For,  before  that  time,  no  mean  or 
obscure  person  had  ever  fallen  under  that  punishment,  so 
that  Plato,  the  comic  poet,  speaking  of  Hyperbolus,  might 
well  say, 

The  man  deserved  the  fate ;  deny 't  who  can  ? 
Yes,  but  the  fate  did  not  deserve  the  man ; 
Not  for  the  like  of  him  and  his  slave-branda 
Did  Athens  put  the  sherd  into  our  hands. 

But  we  have  given  elsewhere  a  fuller  statement  of  what  is 
known  to  us  of  the  matter. 

Alcibiades  was  not  less  disturbed  at  the  distinctions 
which  Nicias  gained  amongst  the  enemies  of  Athens  than 
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at  the  honors  which  the  Athenians  themselves  paid  to  him. 
For  though  Alcibiades  was  the  proper  appointed  person  to 
receive  all  Lacedaemonians  when  they  came  to  Athens,  and 
had  taken  particular  care  of  those  that  were  made  prisoners 
at  Pylos,  yet,  after  they  had  obtained  the  peace  and  restitu- 
tion of  the  captives,  by  the  procurement  chiefly  of  Nicias, 
they  paid  him  very  special  attentions.  And  it  was  com- 
monly  said  in  Greece,  that  the  war  was  begun  by  Pericles, 
and  that  Nicias  made  an  end  of  it,  and  the  peace  was  gener- 
ally called  the  peace  of  Nicias.  Alcibiades  was  extremely 
annoyed  at  this,  and  being  full  of  envy,  set  himself  to  break 
the  league.  First,  therefore,  observing  that  the  Argives,  as 
well  out  of  fear  as  hatred  to  the  Lacedaemonians,  sought 
for  protection  against  them,  he  gave  them  a  secret  assur- 
ance of  alliance  with  Athens.  And  communicating,  as  well 
in  person  as  by  letters,  with  the  chief  advisers  of  the  people 
there,  he  encouraged  them  not  to  fear  the  Lacedsenionians, 
nor  make  concessions  to  them,  but  to  wait  a  little,  and  keep 
their  eyes  on  the  Athenians,  who,  already,  were  all  but 
sorry  they  had  made  peace,  and  would  soon  give  it  up. 
And  afterwards,  when  the  Lacedaemonians  had  made  a 
league  with  the  Boeotians,  and  had  not  delivered  up  Pan- 
actum  entire,  as  they  ought  to  have  done  by  the  treaty,  but 
only  after  first  destroying  it,  which  gave  great  offence  to  the 
people  of  Athens,  Alcibiades  laid  hold  of  that  opportunity 
to  exasperate  them  more  highly.  He  exclaimed  fiercely 
against  Nicias,  and  accused  him  of  many  things,  which 
seemed  probable  enough :  as  that,  when  he  was  general, 
he  made  no  attempt  himself  to  capture  their  enemies  that 
were  shut  up  in  the  isle  of  Sphacteria,  but,  when  they  were 
afterwards  made  prisoners  by  others,  he  procured  their 
release  and  sent  them  back  to  the  Lacedaemonians,  only  to 
get  favor  with  them ;  that  he  would  not  make  use  of  his 
credit  with  them,  to  prevent  their  entering  into  this  con- 
federacy with  the  Boeotians  and  Corinthians,  and  yet,  on 
the  other  side,  that  he  sought  to  stand  in  the  way  ol  those 
25 
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Greeks  who  -were  inclined  to  make  an  alliance  and  friend- 
ship with  Athens,  if  the  Lacedsemonians  did  not  like  it 

It  happened,  at  the  very  time  when  Nicias  was  by  these 
arts  brought  into  disgrace  with  the  people,  that  ambassadors 
arrived  from  Lacedsemon,  who,  at  their  first  coming,  said 
what  seemed  very  satisfactory,  declaring  that  they  had  full 
powers  to  arrange  all  matters  in  dispute  upon  fair  and 
equal  terms.  The  council  received  their  propositions,  and 
the  people  were  to  assemble  on  the  morrow  to  give  them 
audience.  Alcibiades  grew  very  apprehensive  of  this,  and 
contrived  to  gain  a  secret  conference  with  the  ambassadors, 
When  they  were  met,  he  said :  "  What  is  it  you  intend,  you 
men  of  Sparta  ?  Can  you  be  ignorant  that  the  council  always 
act  with  moderation  and  respect  towards  ambassadors,  but 
that  the  people  are  full  of  ambition  and  great  designs?  So 
that,  if  you  let  them  know  what  full  powers  your  commission 
gives  you,  they  will  urge  and  press  you  to  unreasonable 
conditions.  Quit,  therefore,  this  indiscreet  simplicity,  if 
you  expect  to  obtain  equal  terms  from  the  Athenians,  and 
would  not  have  things  extorted  from  you  contrary  to  your 
inclinations,  and  begin  to  treat  with  the  people  upon  some 
reasonable  articles,  not  avowing  yourselves  plenipoten- 
tiaries ;  and  I  will  be  ready  to  assist  you,  out  of  good-will 
to  the  Lacedaemonians."  When  he  had  said  thus,  be  gave 
them  his  oath  for  the  performance  of  what  he  promised, 
and  by  this  way  drew  them  from  Nicias  to  rely  entirely 
upon  himself,  and  left  them  full  of  admiration  of  the  dis- 
cernment and  sagacity  they  had  seen  in  him.  The  next  day, 
when  the  people  were  assembled  and  the  ambassadors 
introduced,  Alcibiades,  with  great  apparent  courtesy,  de- 
manded of  them.  With  what  powers  they  were  come  ?  They 
made  answer  that  they  were  not  come  as  plenipotentiaries. 

Instantly  upon  that,  Alcibiades,  with  a  loud  voice,  as 
though  he  had  received  and  not  done  the  wrong,  began  to 
call  them  dishonest  prevaricators,  and  to  urge  that  such 
men  could  not  possibly  come  with  a  purpose  to  say  or  do 
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anything  that  was  sincere.  The  council  was  incensed,  the 
people  were  in  a  rage,  and  Nicias,  who  knew  nothing  of  the 
deceit  and  the  imposture,  was  in  the  greatest  confusion, 
equally  surprised  and  ashamed  at  such  a  change  in  the 
men.  So  thus  the  Lacedseraonian  ambassadors  were  utterly 
rejected,  and  Alcibiades  was  declared  general,  who  pres- 
ently united  the  Argives,  the  Eleans,  and  the  people  of 
Mantinea,  into  a  confederacy  with  the  Athenians. 

No  man  commended  the  method  by  which  Alcibiades  ef- 
fected all  this,  yet  it  was  a  great  political  feat  thus  to  divide 
and  shake  almost  all  Peloponnesus,  and  to  combine  so 
many  men  in  arms  against  the  Lacedaemonians  in  one  day 
before  Mantinea;  and,  moreover,  to  remove  the  war  and 
the  danger  so  far  from  the  frontier  of  the  Athenians,  that 
even  success  would  profit  the  enemy  but  little,  should  they 
be  conquerors,  whereas,  if  they  were  defeated,  Sparta  itself 
was  hardly  safe. 

After  this  battle  at  Mantinea,  the  select  thousand  of  the 
army  of  the  Argives  attempted  to  overthrow  the  govern- 
ment of  the  people  in  Argos,  and  make  themselves  masters 
of  the  city ;  and  the  Lacedaemonians  came  to  their  aid  and 
abolished  the  democracy.  But  the  people  took  arms  again, 
and  gained  the  advantage,  and  Alcibiades  came  in  to  their 
aid  and  completed  the  victory,  and  persuaded  them  to  build- 
long  walls,  and  by  that  means  to  join  their  city  to  the  sea, 
and  so  to  bring  it  wholly  within  the  reach  of  the  Athenian 
power.  To  this  purpose  he  procured  them  builders  and 
masons  from  Athens,  and  displayed  the  greatest  zeal  for 
their  service,  and  gained  no  less  honor  and  power  to  him- 
self than  to  the  commonwealth  of  Athens.  He  also  per- 
suaded the  people  of  Patrse  to  join  their  city  to  the  sea,  by 
building  long  walls ;  and  when  some  one  told  them,  by  way 
of  warning,  that  the  Athenians  would  swallow  them  up  at 
last,  Alcibiades  made  answer,  "  Possibly  it  may  be  so,  but 
it  will  be  by  little  and  little,  and  beginning  at  the  feet, 
whereas  the  Lacedsemonians  will  begin  at  the  head  and 
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devour  you  all  at  once."  Nor  did  he  neglect  either  to 
advise  the  Athenians  to  look  to  their  interests  by  land,  and 
often  put  the  young  men  in  mind  of  the  oath  which  they 
had  made  at  Agraulos,  to  the  effect  that  they  would  account 
wheat  and  barley,  and  vines  and  olives,  to  be  the  Hmits  ol 
Attica ;  by  which  they  were  taught  to  claim  a  title  to  all 
land  that  was  cultivated  and  productive. 

But  with  all  these  words  and  deeds,  and  with  all  this  sa 
gacity  and  eloquence,  he  intermingled  exorbitant  luxury 
and  wantonness,  in  his  eating  and  drinking  and  dissolute 
living ;  wore  long  purple  robes  like  a  woman,  which  dragged 
after  him  as  he  went  through  the  market-place ;  caused  the 
planks  of  his  galley  to  be  cut  away,  that  so  he  might  lie 
the  softer,  his  bed  not  being  placed  on  the  boards,  but 
hanging  upon  girths.  His  shield,  again,  which  was  richly 
gilded,  had  not  the  usual  ensigns  of  the  Athenians,  but  a 
Cupid,  holding  a  thunderbolt  in  his  hand,  was  painted 
upon  it.  The  sight  of  all  this  made  the  people  of  good 
repute  in  the  city  feel  disgust  and  abhorrence,  and  appre- 
hension also,  at  his  free  living,  and  his  contempt  of  law,  as 
things  monstrous  in  themselves,  and  indicating  designs  of 
usurpation.  Aristophanes  has  well  expressed  the  people's 
feeling  towards  him, — 

They  love,  and  hate,  and  cannot  do  without  him. 

And  still  more  strongly,  under  a  figurative  expression,— 

Best  rear  no  lion  in  your  state,  'tis  true ; 
But  treat  him  like  a  lion  if  you  do. 

The  truth  is,  his  liberalities,  his  public  shows,  and  other 
munificence  to  the  people,  which  were  such  as  nothing  could 
exceed,  the  glory  of  his  ancestors,  the  force  of  his  eloquence, 
the  grace  of  his  person,  his  strength  of  body,  joined  witli 
his  great  courage  and  knowledge  in  military  affairs, 
prevailed  upon  the  Athenians  to  endure  patiently  his  ex- 
cesses, to  indulge  many  things  to  him,  and,  according  to 
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their  habit,  to  give  the  softest  names  to  his  faults,  attribut- 
ing them  to  youth  and  good  nature.  As,  for  example,  he 
kept  Agatharcus,  the  painter,  a  prisoner  till  he  had  painted 
his  whole  house,  but  then  dismissed  him  with  a  reward. 
He  publicly  struck  Taureas,  who  exhibited  certain  shows 
in  opposition  to  him  and  contended  with  him  for  the  prize. 
He  selected  for  himself  one  of  the  captive  Mehan  women, 
and  had  a  son  by  her,  whom  he  took  care  to  educate.  This 
the  Athenians  styled  great  humanity,  and  yet  he  was  the 
principal  cause  of  the  slaughter  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  the 
isle  of  Melos  who  were  of  age  to  bear  arms,  having  spoken 
in  favor  of  that  decree.  When  Aristophon,  the  painter, 
had  drawn  Xemea  sitting  and  holding  Alcibiades  in  her 
arms,  the  multitude  seemed  pleased  with  the  piece,  and 
thronged  to  see  it,  but  older  people  disliked  and  disrelished 
it,  and  looked  on  these  things  as  enormities,  and  movements 
towards  tyranny.  So  that  it  was  not  said  amiss  by  Arches- 
tratus,  that  Greece  could  not  support  a  second  Alcibiades. 
Once,  when  Alcibiades  succeeded  well  in  an  oration  which 
he  made,  and  the  whole  assembly  attended  upon  him  to  do 
him  honor,  Timon  the  misanthrope  did  not  pass  slightly  by 
him,  nor  avoid  him,  as  did  others,  but  purposely  met  him, 
and  taking  him  by  the  hand,  said,  "  Go  on  boldly,  my  son, 
and  increase  in  credit  with  the  people,  for  thou  wilt  one  day 
bring  them  calamities  enough."  Some  that  were  present 
laughed  at  the  saying,  and  some  reviled  Timon  ;  but  there 
were  others  upon  whom  it  made  a  deep  inpression;  so 
various  was  the  judgment  which  was  made  of  him,  and  so 
irregular  his  own  character. 

The  Athenians,  even  in  the  lifetime  of  Pericles,  had  al- 
ready cast  a  longing  eye  upon  Sicily  ;  but  did  not  attempt 
anything  till  after  his  death.  Then,  under  pretence  of 
aiding  their  confederates,  they  sent  succors  upon  all  occa- 
sions to  those  who  were  oppressed  by  the  Syracusans,  pre- 
paring the  way  for  sending  over  a  greater  force.  But 
Alcibiades  was  the  person  who  inflamed  this  desire  of  theirs 
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to  the  height,  and  prevailed  with  them  no  longer  to  proceed 
secretly,  and  by  little  and  little,  in  their  design,  but  to  sail 
out  with  a  great  fleet,  and  undertake  at  once  to  make  them- 
selves masters  of  the  island.  He  possessed  the  people  with 
great  hopes,  and  he  himself  entertained  yet  greater ;  and 
the  conquest  of  Sicily,  which  was  the  utmost  bound  of  their 
ambition,  was  but  the  mere  outset  of  his  expectation. 
Nicias  endeavored  to  divert  the  people  from  the  expedition, 
by  representing  to  them  that  the  taking  of  Syracuse  Arould 
be  a  work  of  great  difficulty  ;  but  Alcibiades  dreamed  of 
nothing  less  than  the  conquest  of  Carthage  and  Libya,  and 
by  the  accession  of  these  conceiving  himself  at  once  made 
master  of  Italy,  and  Peloponnesus,  seemed  to  look  upon 
Sicily  as  little  more  than  a  magazine  for  the  war.  The 
young  men  were  soon  elevated  with  these  hopes,  and 
listened  gladly  to  those  of  riper  years,  who  talked  wonders 
of  the  countries  they  were  going  to ;  so  that  you  might  see 
great  numbers  sitting  in  the  wrestling  grounds  and  public 
places,  drawing  on  the  ground  the  figure  of  the  island  and 
the  situation  of  Libya  and  Carthage.  Socrates  the  philoso- 
pher and  Meton  the  astrologer  are  said,  however,  never  to 
have  hoped  for  any  good  to  the  commonwealth  from  this 
war ;  the  one,  it  is  to  be  supposed,  presaging  what  would 
ensue,  by  the  intervention  of  his  attendant  Genius;  and 
the  other,  either  upon  rational  consideration  of  the  project 
or  by  use  of  the  art  of  divination,  conceived  fears  for  its 
issue,  and,  feigning  madness,  caught  up  a  burning  torch, 
and  seemed  as  if  he  would  have  set  his  own  house  on  fire. 
Others  report,  that  he  did  not  take  upon  him  to  act  the  mad- 
man, but  secretly  in  the  night  set  his  house  on  fire,  and 
the  next  morning  besought  the  people,  that  for  his  comfort, 
after  such  a  calamity,  they  would  spare  his  son  from  the 
expedition.  By  which  artifice,  he  deceived  his  fellow- 
citizens,  and  obtained  of  them  what  he  desired. 

Together  with  Alcibiades,  Nicias,  much  against  his  will, 
was  appointed  general ;  and  he  endeavored  to  avoid  the  com* 
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mand,  not  the  less  on  account  of  his  colleague.  But  the 
Athenians  thought  the  war  would  proceed  more  prosperous- 
ly, if  they  did  not  send  Alcibiades  free  from  all  restraint,  but 
tempered  his  heat  with  the  caution  of  Xicias.  This  they 
chose  the  rather  to  do,  because  Lamachus,  the  third  general, 
though  he  was  of  mature  years,  yet  in  several  battles  had 
appeared  no  less  hot  and  rash  than  Alcibiades  himself. 
When  they  began  to  deliberate  of  the  number  of  forces,  and 
of  the  manner  of  making  the  necessary  provisions,  Nicias 
made  another  attempt  to  oppose  the  design,  and  to  prevent 
the  war ;  but  Alcibiades  contradicted  him,  and  carried  his 
point  with  the  people.  And  one  Demostratus,  an  orator, 
proposing  to  give  the  generals  absolute  power  over  the  prep- 
arations and  the  whole  management  of  the  war,  it  was 
presently  decreed  so.  When  all  things  were  fitted  for  the 
voyage,  many  unlucky  omens  appeared.  At  that  very  time 
the  feast  of  Adonis  happened  in  which  the  women  were  used 
to  expose,  in  all  parts  of  the  city,  images  resembling  dead 
men  carried  out  to  their  burial,  and  to  represent  funeral 
solemnities  by  lamentations  and  mournful  songs.  The 
mutilation,  however,  of  the  images  of  Mercury,  most  of 
which,  in  one  night,  had  their  faces  all  disfigured,  terrified 
many  persons  who  were  wont  to  despise  most  things  of  that 
nature.  It  was  given  out  that  it  was  done  by  the  Corin- 
thians, for  the  sake  of  the  Syracusans,  who  were  their  col- 
ony, in  hopes  that  the  Athenians,  by  such  prodigies,  might 
be  induced  to  delay  or  abandon  the  war.  But  the  report 
gained  no  credit  with  the  people,  nor  yet  the  opinion  of 
those  who  would  not  believe  that  there  was  anything  omi- 
nous in  the  matter,  but  that  it  was  only  an  extravagant 
action,  committed,  in  that  sort  of  sport  which  runs  into 
licence,  by  wild  young  men  coming  from  a  debauch.  Alike 
enraged  and  terrified  at  the  thing,  looking  upon  it  to  proceed 
from  a  conspiracy  of  persons  who  designed  some  commotions 
in  the  state,  the  council,  as  well  as  the  assembly  of  the  people, 
which  were  held  frequently  in  a  few  days'  space,  examined 
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diligently  everything  that  might  administer  ground  foi 
suspicion.  During  this  examination,  Androcles,  one  of  the 
demagogues,  produced  certain  slaves  and  strangers  before 
them,  who  accused  Alcibiades  and  some  of  his  friends  of 
defacing  other  images  in  the  same  manner,  and  of  having 
profanely  acted  the  sacred  mysteries  at  a  drunken  meeting, 
where  one  Theodorus  represented  the  herald,  Polytion  the 
torch-bearer,  and  Alcibiades  the  chief  priest,  while  the  rest 
of  the  party  appeared  as  candidates  for  initiation,  and 
received  the  title  of  Initiates.  These  were  the  matters  con- 
tained in  the  articles  of  information,  which  Thessalus,  the 
son  of  Cimon,  exhibited  against  Alcibiades,  for  his  impious 
mockery  of  the  goddesses,  Ceres  and  Proserpine.  The 
people  were  highly  exasperated  and  incensed  against 
Alcibiades  upon  this  accusation,  which  being  aggravated  by 
Androcles,  the  most  malicious  of  all  his  enemies,  at  first 
disturbed  his  friends  exceedingly.  But  when  they  per- 
ceived  that  all  the  seamen  designed  for  Sicily  were  for  him, 
and  the  soldiers  also,  and  when  the  Argive  and  Mantinean 
auxiliaries,  a  thousand  men  at  arms,  openly  declared  that 
they  had  undertaken  this  distant  maritime  expedition  for 
the  sake  of  Alcibiades,  and  that,  if  he  was  ill-used,  they 
would  all  go  home,  they  recovered  their  courage,  and 
became  eager  to  make  use  of  the  present  opportunity  for 
justifying  him.  At  this  his  enemies  were  again  discouraged, 
fearing  lest  the  people  should  be  more  gentle  to  him  in 
their  sentence,  because  of  the  occasion  they  had  for  his 
service.  Therefore,  to  obviate  this,  they  contrived  that 
some  other  orators,  who  did  not  appear  to  be  enemies  to 
Alcibiades,  but  really  hated  him  no  less  than  those  who 
avowed  it,  should  stand  up  in  the  assembly  and  say  that  it 
was  a  very  absurd  thing  that  one  who  was  created  general 
of  such  an  army  with  absolute  power,  after  his  troops  were 
assembled,  and  the  confederates  were  come,  should  lose  the 
opportunity,  whilst  the  people  were  choosing  his  judges  by 
lot,  ana  appointing  times  for  the  hearing  of  the  causa 
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And,  therefore,  let  him  set  sail  at  once,  good  fortune  attend 
him  ;  and  when  the  war  should  be  at  an  end,  he  might  then 
in  person  make  his  defence  according  to  the  laws. 

Alcibiades  perceived  the  malice  of  this  postponement, 
and,  appearing  in  the  assembly,  represented  that  it  was 
monstrous  for  him  to  be  sent  with  the  command  of  so  large 
an  army,  when  he  lay  under  such  accusations  and  calum- 
nies ;  thai/  he  deserved  to  die,  if  he  could  not  clear  himself  of 
the  crimes  ociected  to  him  ;  but  when  he  had  so  done,  and 
had  proved  his  innocence,  he  should  then  cheerfully  apply 
himself  to  the  war,  as  standing  no  longer  in  fear  of  false 
accusers.  But  he  couid  not  prevail  with  the  people,  who 
commanded  him  to  sail  immediately.  So  he  departed,  to- 
gether with  the  other  generals,  having  with  them  near  140 
galleys,  5,100  men  at  arms,  and  about  1,300  archers,  slingers, 
and  light-armed  men,  and  all  the  other  pi'ovisions  corre- 
sponding. 

Arriving  on  the  coast  of  Italy,  he  landed  at  Rhegium, 
and  there  stated  his  views  of  the  manner  in  which  they 
ought  to  conduct  the  war.  He  was  opposed  by  Nicias ; 
but  Lamachus  being  of  his  opinion,  they  sailed  for  Sicily 
forthwith,  and  took  Catana.  This  was  all  that  was  done 
while  he  was  there,  for  he  was  soon  after  recalled  by  the 
Athenians  to  abide  his  trial.  At  first,  as  we  before  said, 
there  were  only  some  slight  suspicions  advanced  against 
Alcibiades,  and  accusations  by  certain  slaves  and  strangers. 
But  afterwards,  in  his  absence,  his  enemies  attacked  him 
more  violently,  and  confounded  together  the  breaking  the 
images  with  the  profanation  of  the  mysteries,  as  though 
both  had  been  committed  in  pursuance  of  the  same  con- 
spiracy for  changing  the  government.  The  people  pro- 
ceeded to  imprison  all  that  were  accused,  without  distinc- 
tion, and  without  hearing  them,  and  repented  now,  con- 
sidering  the  importance  of  the  charge,  that  they  had  not 
immediately  brought  Alcibiades  to  his  trial,  and  given 
judgment  against  him.   Any  of  his  friends  or  acquaintance 
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who  fell  into  the  people's  hands,  whilst  they  were  in  this 
fury,  did  not  fail  to  meet  with  very  severe  usage.  Thucy- 
dides  has  omitted  to  name  the  informers,  but  others  men- 
tion  Dioclides  and  Teucer.  Amongst  whom  is  Phrynichus, 
the  comic  poet,  in  whom  we  find  the  following : — 

0  dearest  Hermes !  only  do  take  care, 

And  mind  you  do  not  miss  your  footing  there ; 
Should  you  get  hurt,  occasion  may  arise 
For  a  new  Dioclides  to  tell  Ues. 

To  which  he  makes  Mercury  return  this  answer 

1  will  so,  for  I  feel  no  inclination 

To  reward  Teucer  for  more  information. 

The  truth  is,  his  accusers  alleged  nothing  that  was  certain 
or  solid  against  him.  One  of  them,  being  asked  how  he 
knew  the  men  who  defaced  the  images,  replying,  that  he 
saw  them  by  the  light  of  the  moon,  made  a  palpable  mis- 
statement, for  it  was  just  new  moon  when  the  fact  Mas 
committed.  This  made  all  men  of  understanding  cry  out 
upon  the  thing ;  but  the  people  were  as  eager  as  ever  to 
receive  further  accusations,  nor  was  their  first  heat  at  all 
abated,  but  they  instantly  seized  and  imprisoned  every  one 
that  was  accused.  Amongst  those  who  were  detained  iv 
prison  for  their  trials  was  Andocides  the  orator,  whose  de- 
scent the  historian  Hellanicus  deduces  from  Ulysses.  lie 
was  always  supposed  to  hate  popular  government,  and  to 
support  oligarchy.  The  chief  ground  of  his  being  suspected 
of  defacing  the  images  was  because  the  great  Mercury, 
which  stood  near  his  house,  and  was  an  ancient  monument 
of  the  tribe  ^ge'is,  was  almost  the  only  statue  of  all  the 
remarkable  ones  which  remained  entire.  For  this  cause, 
it  is  now  called  the  Mercury  of  Andocides,  all  men  giving 
it  that  name,  though  the  inscription  is  evidence  to  the  con- 
trary. It  happened  that  Andocides,  amongst  the  rest  who 
were  prisoners  upon  the  same  account,  contracted  paitic- 
ular  acquaintance  and  intimacy  with  one  Timseus,  a  person 
inferior  to  him  in  repute,  but  of  remarkable  dexterity  and 
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boldness.  He  persuaded  Andocides  to  accuse  himself  and 
Bome  few  others  of  this  crime,  urging  to  him  that,  upon  his 
confession,  he  would  be,  by  the  decree  of  the  people,  secure 
of  his  pardon,  whereas  the  event  of  judgment  is  uncertain 
to  all  men,  but  to  great  persons,  such  as  he  was,  most 
formidable.  So  that  it  was  better  for  him,  if  he  regarded 
himself,  to  save  his  life  by  a  falsity,  than  to  suffer  an  in- 
famous death,  as  really  guilty  of  the  crime.  And  if  he 
had  regard  to  the  public  good,  it  was  commendable  to 
sacrifice  a  few  suspected  men,  by  that  means  to  rescue 
many  excellent  persons  from  the  fury  of  the  people.  An- 
docides was  prevailed  upon,  and  accused  himself  and  some 
others,  and,  by  the  terms  of  the  decree,  obtained  his  pardon, 
while  all  the  persons  named  by  him,  except  some  few  who 
had  saved  themselves  by  flight,  suffered  death.  To  gain 
the  greater  credit  to  his  information,  he  accused  his  own 
servants  amongst  others.  But  notwithstanding  this,  thf 
people's  anger  was  not  wholly  appeased ;  and  being  no* 
no  longer  diverted  by  the  mutilators,  they  were  at  leisure 
to  pour  out  their  whole  rage  upon  Alcibiades.  And,  in  con- 
elusion,  they  sent  the  galley  named  Salaminian,  to  recall 
him.  But  they  expressly  commanded  those  that  were  sent 
to  use  no  violence,  nor  seize  upon  his  person,  but  address 
themselves  to  him  in  the  mildest  terms,  requiring  him  to 
follow  them  to  Athens  in  order  to  abide  his  trial,  and 
clear  himself  before  the  people.  For  they  feared  mutiny 
and  sedition  in  the  army  in  an  enemy's  country,  which 
indeed  it  would  have  been  easy  for  Alcibiades  to  effect,  if 
he  had  wished  it.  For  the  soldiers  were  dispirited  upon 
his  departure,  expecting  for  the  future  tedious  delays, 
and  that  the  war  would  be  drawn  out  into  a  lazy  length 
by  Nicias,  when  Alcibiades,  who  was  the  spur  to  action, 
was  taken  away.  For  though  Lamachus  was  a  soldier, 
and  a  man  of  courage,  poverty  deprived  him  of  authority 
and  respect  in  the  army.  Alcibiades,  just  upon  his  de- 
parture prevented  Messena  from  falling  into  the  hands 
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of  th9  Athenians.  There  were  some  in  that  city  whet 
were  upon  the  point  of  delivering  it  up,  but  he,  knowing 
the  persons,  gave  information  to  some  friends  of  the 
Syracusans,  and  so  defeated  the  whole  contrivance.  When 
he  arrived  at  Thurii,  he  went  on  shore,  and,  concealing 
himself  there,  escaped  those  who  searched  after  him.  But 
to  one  who  knew  him,  and  asked  him  if  he  durst  not  trust 
his  own  native  country,  he  made  answer,  "  In  everything 
else,  yes ;  but  in  a  matter  that  touches  my  life,  I  woula 
not  even  my  own  mother,  lest  she  might  by  mistake  throw 
in  the  black  ball  instead  of  the  white."  When,  afterwards, 
he  was  told  that  the  assembly  had  pronounced  judgment 
of  death  against  him,  all  he  said  was,  "  I  will  make  them 
feel  that  I  am  alive." 

The  information  against  him  was  conceived  in  this 
form : — 

"  Thessalus,  the  son  of  Cimon,  of  the  township  of  Lacia, 
lays  information  that  Alcibiades,  the  son  of  Clinias  of  the 
township  of  the  Scambonidse,  has  committed  a  crime  against 
the  goddess  Ceres  and  Proserpine,  by  representing  in  de- 
rision the  holy  mysteries,  and  showing  them  to  his  com- 
panions in  his  own  house.  Where,  being  habited  in  such 
robes  as  are  used  by  the  chief  priest  when  he  shows  the 
holy  things,  he  named  himself  the  chief  priest,  Polytion  the 
torch-bearer,  and  Theodorus,  of  the  township  of  Phegaea, 
the  herald ;  and  saluted  the  rest  of  his  company  as  In- 
itiates and  Novices,  all  which  was  done  contrary  to  the 
laws  and  institutions  of  the  Eumolpidse,  and  the  heralds 
and  priests  of  the  temple  at  Eleusis." 

He  was  condemned  as  contumacious  upon  his  not  ap- 
pearing, his  property  confiscated,  and  it  was  decreed  that 
all  the  priests  and  priestesses  should  solemnly  curse  him. 
But  one  of  them,  Theano,  the  daughter  of  Menon,  of  the. 
township  of  Agraule,  is  said  to  have  opposed  that  part  of 
the  decree,  saying  that  her  holy  office  obliged  her  to  make 
prayers,  but  not  execrations. 
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Alcibiades,  lying  under  these  heavy  decrees  and  sen- 
tences, when  first  he  fled  from  Thurii,  passed  over  into 
Peloponnesus  and  remained  some  time  at  Argos.  But  being 
there  in  fear  of  his  enemies,  and  seeing  himself  utterly 
hopeless  of  return  to  his  native  country,  he  sent  to  Sparta, 
desiring  safe  conduct,  and  assuring  them  that  he  would 
make  them  amends  by  his  future  services  for  all  the 
mischief  he  had  done  them  while  he  was  their  enemy.  The 
Spartans  giving  him  the  security  he  desired,  he  went 
eagerly,  was  well  received,  and,  at  his  very  first  coming, 
succeeded  in  inducing  them,  without  any  further  caution 
or  delay,  to  send  aid  to  the  Syracusans ;  and  so  roused  and 
excited  them,  that  they  forthwith  despatched  Gylippus 
into  Sicily  to  crush  the  forces  which  the  Athenians  had  in 
Sicily.  A  second  point  was  to  renew  the  wnr  upon  the 
Athenians  at  home.  But  the  third  thing,  and  the  most 
important  of  all,  was  to  make  them  fortify  Decelea,  which 
above  everything  reduced  and  wasted  the  resources  of 
the  Athenians. 

The  renown  which  he  earned  by  these  public  services 
was  equalled  by  the  admiration  he  attracted  to  his  private 
life ;  he  captivated  and  won  over  everybody  by  his  conform- 
ity to  Spartan  habits.  People  who  saw  liim  wearing  his 
hair  close  cut,  bathing  in  cold  water,  eating  coarse  meal, 
and  dining  on  black  broth,  doubted,  or  rather  could  not 
beheve,  that  he  ever  had  a  cook  in  his  house,  or  had  ever 
seen  a  perfumer,  or  had  worn  a  mantle  of  Milesian  purple. 
For  he  had,  as  it  was  observed,  this  peculiar  talent  and 
artifice  for  gaining  men's  afliections,  that  he  could  at  once 
:omply  with  and  really  embrace  and  enter  into  their  habits 
and  ways  of  life,  and  change  faster  than  the  chameleon. 
One  color,  indeed,  they  say  the  chameleon  cannot  assume : 
it  cannot  make  itself  appear  white ;  but  Alcibiades,  whether 
with  good  men  or  with  bad,  could  adapt  himself  to  his 
company,  and  equally  wear  the  appearance  of  virtue  or  vice. 
At  Sparta,  he  was  devoted  to  athletic  exercises,  was  fruga] 
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and  reserved ;  in  Ionia,  luxurious,  gay,  and  indolent;  in 
Thrace,  always  drinking;  in  Thessaly,  ever  on  horseback; 
and  when  he  lived  with  Tisaphernes  the  Persian  satrap, 
he  exceeded  the  Persians  themselves  in  magnificence  and 
pomp.  Not  that  his  natural  disposition  changed  so  easily, 
nor  that  his  real  character  was  so  variable,  but,  whenever 
he  was  sensible  that  by  pursuing  his  own  inclinations  he 
might  give  offence  to  those  with  whom  he  had  occasion 
to  converse,  he  transformed  himself  into  any  shape,  and 
adopted  any  fashion,  that  he  observed  to  be  most  agreeable 
to  them.  So  that  to  have  seen  him  at  Lacedsemon,  a  man, 
judging  by  the  outward  appearance,  would  have  said, 
"'Tis  not  Achilles's  son,  but  he  himself;  the  very  man" 
that  Lycurgus  designed  to  form  ;  while  his  real  feeling  and 
acts  would  have  rather  provoked  the  exclamation,  "'Tis 
the  same  woman  still."  For  while  king  Agis  was  absent, 
and  abroad  with  the  army,  he  corrupted  his  wife  Timaea, 
and  had  a  child  born  by  her.  Nor  did  she  even  deny 
it,  but  when  she  was  brought  to  bed  of  a  son,  called  him 
in  public  Leotychides,  but,  amongst  her  confidants  <and 
attendants,  would  whisper  that  his  name  was  Alcibiades. 
To  such  a  degree  was  she  transported  by  her  passion  for 
him.  He,  on  the  other  side,  would  say,  in  his  vain  way,  he 
had  not  done  this  thing  out  of  mere  wantonness  of  insult, 
nor  to  gratify  a  passion,  but  that  his  race  might  one  day 
be  kings  over  the  Lacedaemonians. 

There  vt^ere  many  who  told  Agis  that  this  was  so,  but 
time  itself  gave  the  greatest  confirmation  to  the  story.  For 
Agis,  alarmed  by  an  earthquake,  had  quitted  his  wife,  and 
for  ten  months  after  was  never  with  her ;  Leotychides, 
therefore,  being  born  after  these  ten  months,  he  would  not 
acknowledge  him  for  his  son ;  which  was  the  reason  that 
afterwards  he  was  not  admitted  to  the  succession. 

After  the  defeat  which  the  Athenians  received  in  Sicily, 
ambassadors  were  despatched  to  Sparta  at  once  from  Chios 
and  Lesbos  and  Cyzicus,  to  signify  their  purpose  of  revoltir.g 
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from  the  Athenians.  The  Boeotians  interposed  in  fa"or  of 
the  Lesbians,  and  Pharnabazus  of  the  Cyzicenes,  but  the 
Lacedaemonians,  at  the  persuasion  of  Alcibiades,  chose  to 
assist  Chios  before  all  others.  He  himself,  also,  went  in- 
stantly to  sea,  procured  the  immediate  revolt  of  almost  all 
Ionia,  and,  co-operating  with  the  Lacedaemonian  generals, 
did  great  mischief  to  the  Athenians.  But  Agis  was  his 
enemy,  hating  him  for  having  dishonored  his  wife,  and  also 
impatient  of  his  glory,  as  almost  every  enterprise  and  every 
success  was  ascribed  to  Alcibiades.  Others,  also,  of  the  most 
powerful  and  ambitious  amongst  the  Spartans,  were  pos- 
sessed with  jealousy  of  him,  and  at  last  prevailed  with  the 
magistrates  in  the  city  to  send  orders  into  Ionia  that  he 
should  be  killed.  Alcibiades,  however,  had  secret  intelli- 
gence of  this,  and  in  apprehension  of  the  result,  while  he 
communicated  all  affairs  to  the  Lacedaemonians,  yet  took 
care  not  to  put  himself  into  their  power.  At  last  he  retired 
to  Tisaphernes,  the  king  of  Persia's  satrap,  for  his  security, 
and  immediately  became  the  first  and  most  influential  per- 
son about  him.  For  this  barbarian,  not  being  himself 
sincere,  but  a  lover  of  guile  and  wickedness,  admired  his 
address  and  wonderful  subtlety.  And,  indeed,  the  charm 
of  daily  intercourse  with  him  was  more  than  any  character 
could  resist  or  any  disposition  escape.  Even  those  who 
feared  and  envied  him  could  not  but  take  delight,  and  have 
a  sort  of  kindness  for  him,  when  they  saw  him  and  were 
in  his  company.  So  that  Tisaphernes,  otherwise  a  cruel 
character,  and,  above  all  other  Persians,  a  hater  of  the 
Greeks,  was  yet  so  won  by  tlie  flatteries  of  Alcibiades,  that 
he  set  himself  even  to  exceed  him  in  responding  to  them. 
The  most  beautiful  of  his  parks,  containing  salubrious 
streams  and  meadows,  where  he  had  built  pavilions,  and 
places  of  retirement  royally  and  exquisitely  adorned  re- 
ceived by  his  direction  the  name  of  Alcibiades,  and  was 
always  so  called  and  so  spoken  of. 
Thus  Alcibiades,  quitting  the  interests  of  the  Spartans, 


400 


PLVTARCn'S  LIVES. 


whom  he  could  no  longer  trust,  because  he  stood  in  fear  of 
Agis,  endefivored  to  do  them  ill  offices,  and  render  them 
odious  to  Tisaphernes,  wh(^  by  his  means  was  hindered 
from  assisting  them  vigorously,  and  from  finally  ruining 
the  Athenians.  For  his  advice  was  to  furnish  them  but 
sparingly  with  money,  and  so  wear  them  out,  and  consume 
them  insensibly  ;  Avhen  they  had  wasted  their  strength  upon 
one  another,  they  Avould  both  become  ready  to  submit  to  the 
king.  Tisaphernes  readily  pursued  his  counsel,  and  so 
openly  expressed  the  liking  and  admiration  which  he  had 
tor  him,  that  Alcibiades  was  looked  up  to  by  the  Greeks 
of  both  parties,  and  the  Athenians,  now  in  their  misfortunes, 
repented  them  of  their  severe  sentence  against  him.  And 
he,  on  the  other  side,  began  to  be  troubled  for  them,  and 
to  fear  lest,  if  that  commonwealth  were  utterly  destroyed, 
he  should  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  Lacedaemonians,  his 
enemies. 

At  that  time  the  whole  strength  of  the  Athenians  was  in 
Samos.  Their  fleet  maintained  itself  here,  and  issued  from 
these  headquarters  to  reduce  such  as  had  revolted,  and  pro- 
tect the  rest  of  their  territories  ;  in  one  way  or  other  still 
contriving  to  be  a  match  for  their  enemies  at  sea.  What 
they  stood  in  fear  of  was  Tisaphernes  and  the  Phoenician 
fleet  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  galleys,  which  was  said  to  be 
already  under  sail ;  if  those  came,  there  remained  then  no 
hopes  for  the  commonwealth  of  Athens.  Understanding 
this,  Alcibiades  sent  secretly  to  the  chief  men  of  the 
Athenians,  who  were  then  at  Samos,  giving  them  hopes  that 
he  would  make  Tisaphernes  their  friend ;  he  was  willing, 
he  implied,  to  do  some  favor,  not  to  the  people,  nor  in 
reliance  upon  them,  but  to  the  better  citizens,  if  only,  like 
brave  men,  they  would  make  the  attempt  to  put  down  the 
insolence  of  the  people,  and,  by  taking  upon  them  the 
government,  would  endeavor  to  save  the  city  from  ruin. 
All  of  them  gave  a  ready  ear  to  the  proposal  made  by 
Alcibiades,  except  only  Phrynichus,  of  the  township  of 
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Dirades,  one  of  the  generals,  "who  suspected,  as  the  truth 
was,  that  Alcibiades  concerned  not  himself  whether  the 
government  were  m  the  people  or  the  better  citizens,  but 
only  sought  by  any  means  to  make  way  for  his  return  into 
his  native  country,  and  to  that  end  inveighed  against  the 
jeople,  thereby  to  gain  the  others,  and  to  insinuate  himself 
[nto  their  good  opinion.  But  when  Phrynichus  found  his 
20unsel  to  be  rejected  and  that  he  was  himself  become  a 
declared  enemy  of  Alcibiades,  he  gave  secret  intelligence  to 
Astyochus,  the  enemy's  admiral,  cautioning  him  to  beware 
of  Alcibiades  and  to  seize  him  as  a  double  dealer,  unaware 
that  one  traitor  was  making  discoveries  to  another.  For 
Astyochus,  who  was  eager  to  gain  the  favor  of  Tisaphernes, 
observing  the  credit  Alcibiades  had  with  him,  revealed 
to  Alcibiades  all  that  Phrynichus  had  said  against  him. 
Alcibiades  at  once  despatched  messengers  to  Samos,  to 
accuse  Phrynichus  of  the  treachery.  Upon  this,  all  the 
commanders  were  enraged  with  Phrynichus,  and  set  them- 
selves against  him,  and  he,  seeing  no  other  way  to  extricate 
himself  from  the  present  danger,  attempted  to  remedy  one 
evil  by  a  greater.  He  sent  to  Astyochus  to  reproach  him 
for  betraying  him,  and  to  make  an  offer  to  him  at  the  same 
time,  to  deliver  into  his  hands  both  the  army  and  the  navy 
of  the  Athenians.  This  occasioned  no  damage  to  the 
Athenians,  because  Astyochus  repeated  his  treachery  and 
revealed  also  this  proposal  to  Alcibiades.  But  this  again 
was  foreseen  by  Phrynichus,  who,  expecting  a  second  ac- 
cusation from  Alcibiades  to  anticipate  him,  advertised  the 
Athenians  beforehand  that  the  enemy  was  ready  to  sail  in 
order  to  surprise  them,  and  therefore  advised  them  to 
fortify  their  camp,  and  be  in  a  readiness  to  go  aboard  their 
ships.  While  the  Athenians  were  intent  upon  doing  these 
things,  they  received  other  letters  from  Alcibiades,  admon- 
ishing them  to  beware  of  Phrynichus,  as  one  who  designed 
to  betray  their  fleet  to  the  enemy,  to  which  they  then  gave 

no  credit  at  all,  conceiving  that  Alcibiades,  who  knew  per- 
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fectly  the  counsels  and  preparations  of  the  enemy,  was 
merely  making  use  of  that  knowledge,  in  order  to  im- 
pose  upon  them  in  lliis  false  accusation  of  Phryniehus. 
Yet,  afterwards,  when  Phryniehus  was  stahbed  with  a 
dagger  in  the  market-place  by  Ilermon,  one  of  the  guards, 
the  Athenians,  entering  into  an  examination  of  the  cause, 
solemnly  condenuied  Phryniehus  of  treason,  and  decreed 
crowns  to  Ilermon  and  his  associates.  And  now  the 
friends  of  Alcibiades,  carrying  all  before  them  at  Samos, 
despatched  Pisander  to  Athens,  to  attempt  a  change  of 
government,  and  to  encourage  the  aristocratical  citizens 
to  take  upon  themselves  the  government,  and  p^'ertln•ow 
the  democracy,  representing  to  them,  that  upon  these 
terms,  Alcibiades  would  procure  them  the  friendship  and 
alliance  of  Tisaphernes. 

This  was  the  color  and  pretence  made  use  of  by  those 
who  desired  to  change  the  government  of  Athens  to  an 
oligarchy.  But  as  soon  as  they  prevailed,  and  had  got  the 
administration  of  affairs  into  their  hands,  under  the  name 
of  the  Five  Thousand  (whereas,  indeed,  they  were  but  four 
hundred),  they  slighted  Alcibiades  altogether,  and  prose- 
cuted the  war  with  less  vigor ;  partly  because  they  durst 
not  yet  trust  the  citizens,  who  secretly  detested  this  change, 
and  partly  because  they  thought  the  Lacedaemonians,  wha 
always  befriended  the  government  of  the  few,  would  be 
inclined  to  give  them  favorable  terms. 

The  people  in  the  city  were  terrified  into  submission, 
many  of  those  who  had  dared  openly  to  oppose  the  four 
hundred  having  been  put  to  death.  But  those  who  were  at 
Samos,  indignant  when  they  heard  this  news,  were  eager  to 
set  sail  instantly  for  the  Piraeus ;  sending  for  Alcibiades, 
they  declared  him  general,  requiring  him  to  lead  them  on 
to  put  down  the  tyrants.  He,  however,  in  that  juncture, 
did  not,  as  it  migiit  have  been  thought  a  man  would,  on 
being  suddenly  exalted  by  the  favor  of  a  multitude,  think 
himself  under  an  obligation  to  gratify  and  submit  to  aU 
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tbe  wishes  of  those  who,  from  a  fugitive  and  an  exile,  had 
created  him  general  of  so  great  an  army,  and  given  him 
the  command  of  such  a  fleet.  But,  as  became  a  great 
captain,  he  opposed  himself  to  the  precipitate  resolutions 
which  their  rage  led  them  to,  and,  by  restraining  them 
from  the  great  error  they  were  about  to  commit,  unequivo- 
cally saved  the  commonwealth.  For  if  they  then  sailed  to 
Athens,  all  Ionia  and  the  islands  and  the  Hellespont  would 
have  fallen  into  the  enemies'  hands  without  opposition, 
while  the  Athenians,  involved  in  civil  war,  ■\\ould  have 
been  fighting  with  one  another  within  the  circuit  of  their 
own  walls.  It  was  Alcibiades  alone,  or,  at  least,  princi- 
pally, who  prevented  all  this  mischief;  for  he  not  only 
used  persuasion  to  the  whole  army,  and  showed  them  the 
danger,  but  applied  himself  to  them,  one  by  one,  entreating 
some,  and  constraining  others.  He  was  much  assisted, 
however,  by  Thrasybulus  of  Stiria,  who  having  the  loudest 
voice,  as  we  are  told,  of  all  the  Athenians,  went  along  with 
him,  and  cried  out  to  those  who  were  ready  to  be  gone.  A 
second  great  service  which  Alcibiades  did  for  them  was, 
his  undertaking  that  the  Phoenician  fleet,  which  the 
Lacedaemonians  expected  to  be  sent  to  them  by  the  king 
of  Persia,  should  either  come  in  aid  of  the  Athenians  or 
otherwise  should  not  come  at  all.  He  sailed  off  with  all  ex- 
pedition in  order  to  perform  this,  and  the  ships,  which  had 
already  been  seen  as  near  as  Aspendus,  were  not  brought 
any  further  by  Tisaphernes,  who  thus  deceived  the  Lacedae- 
monians ;  and  it  was  by  both  sides  believed  that  they  had 
been  diverted  by  the  procurement  of  Alcibiades.  The 
Lacedaemonians,  in  particular,  accused  him,  that  he  had 
advised  the  Barbarian  to  stand  still,  and  suffer  the  Greeks 
to  waste  and  destroy  one  another j  as  it  was  evident  that 
the  accession  of  so  great  a  force  to  either  party  would  enable 
them  to  take  away  the  entire  dominion  of  the  sea  from  the 
other  side. 

Soon  after  this,  the  four  hundred  usurpers  were  driven 
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out,  the  friends  of  Alcibiades  vigorously  assisting  those  whA 
were  for  the  popular  government.  And  now  the  people  in  the 
city  not  only  desired,  but  commanded  Alcibiades  to  return 
home  from  his  exile.  lie,  however,  desired  not  to  owe  liis 
return  to  the  mere  grace  and  commiseration  of  the  people, 
and  resolved  to  come  back,  not  with  empty  hands,  but  with 
glory,  and  after  some  service  done.  To  this  end,  he  sailed 
from  Samos  with  a  few  ships,  and  cruised  on  the  sea  of 
Cnidos,  and  about  the  isle  of  Cos  ;  but  receiving  intelligence 
there  that  Mindarus,  the  Spartan  admiral,  had  sailed  with 
his  whole  army  into  the  Hellespont,  and  that  the  Athenians 
had  followed  him,  he  hurried  back  to  succor  the  Athenian 
commanders,  and,  by  good  fortune,  arrived  with  eighteen 
galleys  at  a  critical  time.  For  both  the  fleets  having  en- 
gaged near  Abydos,  the  fight  between  them  had  lasted  till 
night,  the  one  side  having  the  advantage  on  one  quarter, 
and  the  other  on  another.  Upon  his  first  appearance,  both 
sides  formed  a  false  impression  ;  the  enemy  was  encouraged 
and  the  Athenians  terrified.  But  Alcibiades  suddenly  raised 
the  Athenian  ensign  in  the  admiral  ship,  and  fell  upon 
those  galleys  of  the  Peloponnesians  which  had  the  advantage 
and  were  in  pursuit.  He  soon  put  these  to  flight,  and  fol- 
lowed them  so  close  that  he  forced  them  on  shore,  and 
broke  the  ships  in  pieces,  the  sailors  abandoning  them  and 
swimming  away  in  spite  of  all  the  efforts  of  Pharnabazus, 
who  had  come  down  to  their  assistance  by  land  and  did  what 
he  could  to  protect  them  from  the  shore.  In  fine,  the  Athe- 
nians, having  taken  thirty  of  the  enemy's  ships,  and  re- 
covered all  their  own,  erected  a  trophy.  After  the  gaining 
of  so  glorious  a  victory,  his  vanity  made  him  eager  to  show 
himself  to  Tisaphernes,  and,  having  furnished  himself  with 
gifts  and  presents,  and  an  equipage  suitable  to  his  dignity, 
he  set  out  to  visit  him.  But  the  thing  did  not  succeed  as 
he  had  imagined,  for  Tisaphernes  had  been  long  suspected 
by  the  Lacedaemonians,  and  was  afraid  to  fall  into  disgrace 
with  his  king  upon  that  aceount,  and  therefore  thought 
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that  Alcibiades  arrived  very  opportunely,  and  immediately 
caused  him  to  be  seized,  and  sent  away  prisoner  to  Sardis ; 
fancying,  by  this  act  of  injustice,  to  clear  himself  from  all 
former  imputations. 

But  about  thirty  days  after,  Alcibiades  escaped  from  his 
keeping,  and  having  got  a  horse,  fled  to  Clazomense,  where 
he  procured  Tisaphernes  additional  disgrace  by  professing 
he  was  a  party  to  his  escape.  From  there  he  sailed  to  the 
Athenian  camp,  and,  being  informed  there  that  Mindarus 
and  Pharnabazus  were  together  at  Cyzicus,  he  made  a 
speech  to  the  soldiers,  telling  them  that  sea-fighting,  land- 
flghting,  and,  by  the  gods,  fighting  against  fortified  cities 
too,  must  be  all  one  for  them,  as  unless  they  conquered 
everywhere,  there  was  no  money  for  them.  As  soon  as 
ever  he  got  them  on  shipboard,  he  hastened  to  Proconnesus, 
and  gave  command  to  seize  all  the  small  vessels  they  met, 
and  guard  them  safely  in  the  interior  of  the  fleet,  that  the 
enemy  might  have  no  notice  of  his  coming ;  and  a  great 
storm  of  rain,  accompanied  with  thunder  and  darkness, 
which  happened  at  the  same  time,  contributed  much  to  the 
concealment  of  his  enterprise.  Indeed,  it  was  not  only 
undiscovered  by  the  enemy,  but  the  Athenians  themselves 
were  ignorant  of  it,  for  he  commanded  them  suddenly  on 
board,  and  set  sail  when  they  had  abandoned  all  intention 
of  it.  As  the  darkness  presently  passed  away,  the  Pelopon- 
nesian  fleet  were  seen  riding  out  at  sea  in  front  of  the  har- 
bor of  Cyzicus.  Fearing,  if  they  discovered  the  number  of 
his  ships,  they  might  endeavor  to  save  themselves  by  land, 
he  commanded  the  rest  of  the  captains  to  slacken,  and  follow 
him  slowly,  whilst  he,  advancing  with  forty  ships,  showed 
himself  to  the  enemy,  and  provoked  them  to  fight.  The 
enemy,  being  deceived  as  to  their  numbers,  despised  them, 
and,  supposing  they  were  to  contend  with  those  only,  made 
themselves  ready  and  began  the  fight.  But  as  soon  as  they 
were  engaged,  they  perceived  the  other  part  of  the  fleet 
coming  down  upon  tnem,  at  which  they  were  so  terrified 
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that  they  fled  immediately.  Fpon  that,  Alcibiades,  break, 
iiig  through  the  midst  of  them  with  twenty  of  his  best 
ships,  hastened  to  the  shore,  disembarked,  and  pursued 
those  who  abandoned  their  ships  and  fled  to  land,  ancj 
made  a  great  slaughter  of  them.  ]Mindarus  and  Pharna- 
bazus,  coming  to  their  succor,  Avere  utterly  defeated.  Min. 
darus  was  slain  upon  the  place,  fighting  valiantly ;  Phar- 
nabazus  saved  himself  by  flight.  The  Athenians  slew 
great  numbers  of  their  enemies,  won  much  spoil,  and  took 
all  their  ships.  They  also  made  themselves  masters  of 
Cyzicus,  which  was  deserted  by  Pharnabazus,  and  destroyed 
its  Peloponnesian  garrison,  and  thereby  not  only  secured 
to  themselves  the  Hellespont,  but  by  force  drove  the  Lace- 
daemonians from  out  of  all  the  rest  of  the  sea.  They  inter- 
cepted some  letters  written  to  the  ephors,  which  gave  an 
account  of  this  fatal  overthrow,  after  their  short  laconic 
manner.  "  Our  hopes  are  at  an  end.  Mindarus  is  slain. 
The  men  starve.    We  know  not  what  to  do." 

The  soldiers  who  followed  Alcibiades  in  this  last  fight 
were  so  exalted  with  their  success,  and  felt  that  degree  of 
pride,  that,  looking  on  themselves  as  invincible,  they  dis- 
dained to  mix  with  the  other  soldiers,  who  had  been  often 
overcome.  For  it  happened  not  long  before,  Thrasylliis 
had  received  a  defeat  near  Ephesus,  and,  upon  that  occa- 
sion, the  Ephesians  erected  their  brazen  trophy  to  the  dis- 
grace of  the  Athenians.  The  soldiers  of  Alcibiades  re- 
proached those  who  were  under  the  command  of  Thrasyllus 
with  this  misfortune,  at  the  same  time  magnifying  them- 
selves and  their  own  commander,  and  it  went  so  far  that 
they  would  not  exercise  with  them,  nor  lodge  in  the  same 
quarters.  But  soon  after,  Pharnabazus,  with  a  great  force 
of  horse  and  foot,  falling  upon  the  soldiers  of  Thrasyllus. 
as  they  were  laying  waste  the  territory  of  Abydos,  Alci- 
biades came  to  their  aid,  routed  Pharnabazus,  and  together 
with  Thrasyllus  pursued  him  till  it  was  night;  and  in  this 
action  the  troops  united,  and  returned  together  to  the 
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great  numbers  of  their  enemies,  won  much  spoil,  and  took 
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Cyzicus,  which  was  deserted  by  Pharnabazus,  and  destroyed 
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daemonians from  out  of  all  the  rest  of  the  sea.  They  inter- 
cepted some  letters  written  to  the  ephors,  which  gave  an 
account  of  this  fatal  overthrow,  after  their  short  laconic 
manner.  "  Our  hopes  are  at  an  end.  Mindarus  is  slain. 
The  men  starve.    We  know  not  what  to  do." 

The  soldiers  Avho  followed  Alcibiades  in  this  last  fight 
were  so  exalted  with  their  success,  and  felt  that  degree  of 
pride,  that,  looking  on  themselves  as  invincible,  they  dis- 
dained to  mix  with  the  other  soldiers,  who  had  been  often 
overcome.  For  it  happened  not  long  before,  Thrasylhis 
had  received  a  defeat  near  Ephesus,  and,  upon  that  occa- 
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with  this  misfortune,  at  the  same  time  magnifying  them- 
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camp,  rejoicing  and  congratulating  one  another.-  The  next 
day  he  erected  a  trophy,  and  then  proceeded  to  lay  waste 
with  fire  and  sword  the  whole  province  which  was  under 
Pharnabazus,  where  none  ventured  to  resist ;  and  he  took 
divers  priests  and  priestesses,  but  released  them  without 
ransom.  He  prepared  next  to  attack  the  Chalcedonians, 
who  had  revolted  from  the  Athenians,  and  had  received  a 
Lacedaemonian  governor  and  garrison.  But  having  intelli- 
gence that  they  had  removed  their  corn  and  cattle  out  of 
the  fields,  and  were  conveying  it  all  to  the  Bithynians,  who 
were  their  friends,  he  drew  down  his  army  to  the  fron- 
tier of  the  Bithynians,  and  then  sent  a  herald  to  clMff^ 
them  with  this  proceeding.  The  BithynianstAeaKffiftddf  siplirfe 
approach,  delivered  up  to  him  the  bootj>^i^db!iea^ed^^aitb 
alliance  with  him.  'i  siiki^-  ifii 

Afterwards  he  proceeded  to  the  siege  ofi^fefcedon,  and 
enclosed  it  with  a  wall  from  sea  to  sea.  Pharnabazus  ad- 
vanced with  his  forces  to  raise  the  siege,  and  Hippocrates, 
the  governor  of  the  town,  at  the  same  time,  gathering 
together  all  the  strength  he  had,  made  a  sally  upon  the 
Athenians.  Alcibiades  divided  his  army  so  as  to  engage 
both  at  once,  and  not  only  forced  Pharnabazus  to  a  dishon- 
orable flight,  but  defeated  Hippocrates,  and  killed  him  and 
a  number  of  the  soldiers  with  him.  After  this  he  sailed 
into  the  Hellespont,  in  order  to  raise  supplies  of  money, 
and  took  the  city  of  Selymbria,  in  which  action,  through 
his  precipitation,  he  exposed  himself  to  great  danger.  For 
some  within  the  town  had  undertaken  to  betray  it  into  his 
hands,  and,  by  agreement,  were  to  give  him  a  signal  by  a 
lighted  to;'ch  about  midnight.  But  one  of  the  conspirators 
beginning  to  repent  himself  of  the  design,  the  rest,  for  fear 
of  being  discovered,  were  driven  to  give  the  signal  before 
the  appointed  hour.  Alcibiades,  as  soon  as  he  saw  the 
torch  lifted  up  in  the  air,  though  his  army  was  not  in  readi- 
ness to  march,  ran  instantly  towards  the  walls,  taking 
with  bim  about  thirty  men  only,  and  commanding  the  rest 
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oi  the  array  to  follow  him  with  all  possible  speed.  When 
ne  came  thither,  he  found  the  gate  opened  for  him  and  en- 
tered with  his  thirty  men,  and  about  twenty  more  light 
armed  men,  who  were  come  up  to  them.  They  were  no 
sooner  in  the  city,  but  he  perceived  the  Selymbrians  all 
armed,  coming  down  upon  him  ;  so  that  there  was  no  hope 
of  escaping  if  he  stayed  to  receive  them ;  and,  on  the  ■bther 
hand,  having  been  always  successful  till  that  day,  wherever 
he  commanded,  he  could  not  endure  to  be  defeated  and  fly. 
So,  requiring  silence  by  sound  of  a  trumpet,  be  commandeU 
one  of  his  men  to  make  proclamation  that  the  Selymbrians 
ifetjai^  not  take  arms  against  the  Athenians.  This  cooled 
fiu6h  ofciJiJief#^babitants  as  were  fiercest  for  the  fight,  for 
thay  *SMppDse<t(thJl't  all  their  enemies  were  within  the  walls, 
nffd  it  raised  the  Jiopes  of  others  who  were  disposed  to  an 
accommod'a^ifeir  Whilst  they  were  parleying,  and  propo- 
sitions making  on  one  side  and  the  other,  Alcibiades's  whole 
army  came  up  to  the  town.  And  now,  conjecturing 
rightly  that  the  Selymbrians  were  well  inclined  to  peace, 
and  fearing  lest  the  city  might  be  sacked  by  the  Thracians, 
who  came  in  great  numbers  to  his  army  to  serve  as  volun- 
teers, out  of  kindness  for  him,  he  commanded  them  all  to 
retreat  without  the  walls.  And  upon  the  submission  ot 
the  Selymbrians,  he  saved  them  from  being  pillaged,  only 
taking  of  them  a  sum  of  money,  and,  after  placing  an 
Athenian  garrison  in  the  town,  departed. 

During  this  action,  the  Athenian  captains  who  besieged 
Chalcedon  concluded  a  treaty  with  Pharnabazus  upon  these 
articles  :  That  he  should  give  them  a  sum  of  money ;  that 
the  Chalcedonians  should  return  to  the  subjection  of  Athens, 
and  that  the  Athenians  should  make  no  inroad  into  the 
province  whereof  Pharnabazus  was  governor ;  and  Phar- 
nabazus was  also  to  provide  safe  conducts  for  the  Athenian 
ambassadors  to  the  king  of  Persia,  Afterwards,  when 
Alcibiades  returned  thither,  Pharnabazus  required  that  ho 
also  should  be  sworn  to  the  treaty  j  but  he  refused  it)  un* 
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less  Pharnabazus  would  swear  at  the  same  time.  When 
the  treaty  was  sworn  to  on  both  sides,  xVlcibiades  went 
against  the  Byzantines,  who  had  revolted  from  the  Athe- 
nians, and  drew  a  line  of  circumvallation  about  the  city. 
But  Anaxilaus  and  Lycurgus,  together  with  some  others, 
having  undertaken  to  betray  the  city  to  him  upon  his 
engagement  to  preserve  the  lives  and  property  of  the  in- 
habitants,  he  caused  a  report  to  be  spread  abroad,  as  if  by 
reason  of  some  unexpected  movement  in  Ionia,  he  should  be 
obliged  to  raise  the  siege.  And,  accordingly,  that  day  he 
made  a  show  to  depart  with  his  whole  fleet ;  but  returned 
the  same  night,  and  went  ashore  with  all  his  men  at  arms, 
and,  silently  and  undiscovered,  marched  up  to  the  walls. 
At  the  same  time,  his  ships  rowed  into  the  harbor  with  all 
possible  violence,  coming  on  with  much  fury,  and  with 
great  shouts  and  outcries.  The  Byzantines,  thus  surprised 
and  astonished,  while  they  all  hurried  to  the  defence  of 
their  port  and  shipping,  gave  opportunity  to  those  who 
favored  the  Athenians  securely  to  receive  Alcibiades  into 
the  city.  Yet  the  enterprise  was  not  accomplished  with- 
out fighting,  for  the  Peloponnesians,  Boeotians,  and  Mega- 
rians,  not  only  repulsed  those  who  came  out  of  the  ships, 
and  forced  them  on  board  again,  but,  heai'ing  that  the 
Athenians  were  entered  on  the  other  side,  drew  up  in 
order,  and  went  to  meet  them.  Alcibiades,  however,  gained 
the  victory  after  some  sharp  fighting,  in  which  he  himself 
had  the  command  of  the  right  wing,  and  Theramenes  of 
the  left,  and  took  about  three  hundred,  who  survived  of 
the  enemy,  prisoners  of  war.  After  the  battle,  not  one  of 
the  Byzantines  was  slain,  or  driven  out  of  the  city,  accord 
ing  to  the  terms  upon  which  the  city  was  put  into  his 
hands,  that  they  should  receive  no  prejudice  in  life  or  prop- 
erty. And  thus  Anaxilaus,  being  afterwards  accused  at 
Lacedsemon  for  this  treason,  neither  disowned  nor  pi-ofessed 
to  be  ashamed  of  the  action  ;  for  he  urged  that  he  was  not 
a  Lacedsemonian,  but  a  Byzantine,  and  saw  not  Sparta,  but 
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Byzantium,  in  extreme  danger  ;  the  city  so  blockaded  thai 
it  was  not  possible  to  bring  in  any  new  provisions,  and  thei 
Peloponnesians  and  Boeotians,  who  were  in  garrison  de- 
vouring  the  old  stores,  whilst  the  Byzantines,  with  their 
wives  and  children,  were  starving,  that  he  had  not,  there- 
fore, betrayed  his  country  to  enemies,  but  had  delivered  it 
from  the  calamities  of  war,  and  had  but  followed  the 
example  of  the  most  worthy  Lacedsemonians,  who  esteemed 
nothing  to  be  honorable  and  just,  but  what  was  profitable 
for  their  country.  The  Lacedaemonians,  upon  hearing  his 
defence,  respected  it,  and  discharged  all  that  were  accused. 

And  now  Alcibiades  began  to  desire  to  see  his  native 
country  again,  or  rather  to  show  his  fellow-citizens  a  per- 
son who  had  gained  so  many  victories  for  them.  He  set 
sail  for  Athens,  the  ships  that  accompanied  him  being 
adorned  with  great  numbers  of  shields  and  other  spoils, 
and  towing  after  them  many  galleys  taken  from  the  enemy, 
and  the  ensigns  and  ornaments  of  many  others  which  he 
had  sunk  and  destroyed ;  all  of  them  together  amounting 
to  two  hundred.  Little  credit,  perhaps,  can  be  given  to 
what  Duris  the  Samian,  who  professed  to  be  descended 
from  Alcibiades,  adds,  that  Chrysogonus,  who  had  gained 
a  victory  at  the  Pythian  games,  played  upon  his  flute  for 
the  galleys,  whilst  the  oars  kept  time  with  the  music ;  and 
that  Call^ppides,  the  tragedian,  attired  in  his  buskins,  his 
purple  robes,  and  other  ornaments  used  in  the  theatre,  gave 
the  word  to  the  rowers,  and  that  the  admiral  galley  entered 
into  the  port  with  a  purple  sail.  Neither  Theopompus. 
nor  Ephorus,  nor  Xenophon,  mention  them.  Nor,  indeed, 
is  it  credible,  that  one  who  returned  from  so  long  an  exile, 
and  such  variety  of  misfortunes,  should  come  home  to  his 
countrymen  in  the  style  of  revellers  breaking  up  from  a 
drinking-party.  On  the  contrary,  he  ventured  the  harbor 
full  of  fear,  nor  would  he  veiiture  to  go  on  shore,  till,  stand- 
ing on  the  deck,  he  saw  Euryptolemus,  his  cousin,  and 
others  of  his  friends  and  acquaintance,  -^l^p  were  ready  to 
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receive  him,  and  invited  him  to  land.  As  soon  as  he  was 
landed,  the  multitude  who  came  out  to  meet  him  scarcely 
seemed  so  much  as  to  see  any  of  the  other  captains,  but 
came  in  throngs  about  Alcibiades,  and  saluted  him  with 
loud  acclamations,  and  still  followed  him  ;  those  who  could 
press  near  him  crowned  him  with  garlands,  and  they  who 
could  not  come  up  so  close  yet  stayed  to  behold  him  afar 
off,  and  the  old  men  pointed  him  out,  and  showed  him  to 
the  young  ones.  Nevertheless,  this  public  joy  was  mixed 
with  some  tears,  and  the  present  happiness  was  alloyed 
by  the  remembrances  of  the  miseries  they  had  endured. 
They  made  reflections,  that  they  could  not  have  so  unfort- 
unately miscarried  in  Sicily,  or  been  defeated  in  any  of 
their  other  expectations,  if  they  had  left  the  management 
of  their  affairs  formerly,  and  the  command  of  their  forces, 
to  Alcibiades,  since,  upon  his  undertaking  the  administra- 
tion, when  they  were  in  a  manner  driven  from  the  sea,  and 
could  scarce  defend  the  suburbs  of  their  city  by  land,  and, 
at  the  same  time,  were  miserably  distracted  with  intestine 
factions,  he  had  raised  them  up  from  this  low  and  deplor- 
able condition,  and  had  not  only  restored  them  to  their 
ancient  dominion  of  the  sea,  but  had  also  made  them  every- 
where victorious  over  their  enemies  on  land. 

There  had  been  a  decree  for  recalling  him  from  his  ban- 
ishment already  passed  by  the  people,  at  the  instance  ot 
Critias,  the  son  of  Callseschrus,  as  appears  by  his  elegies,  in 
which  he  puts  Alcibiades  in  mind  of  this  service  : — 

From  my  proposal  did  that  edict  come, 

Which  from  your  tedious  exile  brought  you  home. 

The  public  vote  at  first  was  moved  by  me. 

And  my  voice  put  the  seal  to  the  decree. 

The  people  being  summoned  to  an  assembly,  Alcibiades 
came  in  amongst  them,  and  first  bewailed  and  lamented 
his  own  sufferings,  and,  in  gentle  terms  complaining  of 
the  usage  he  had  received,  imputed  all  to  his  hard  fortune, 
and  some  ill-genius  that  attended  him :  then  he  spoke  at 
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large  of  their  prospects,  and  exhorted  them  to  courage 
and  good  hope.  The  people  crowned  him  with  crowiu 
of  gold,  and  created  him  general,  both  at  land  and  sea, 
with  absolute  power.  They  also  made  a  decree  that  his 
estate  should  be  restored  to  him,  and  that  the  Eumolpidae 
and  the  holy  herald  should  absolve  him  from  the  curses 
which  they  had  solemnly  pronounced  against  him  by  sen- 
tence  of  the  people.  Which  when  all  the  rest  obeyed,  Theo- 
doras, the  high-priest,  exciised  himself,  "  For,"  said  he,  "  if 
he  is  innocent,  I  never  cursed  him." 

But  notwithstanding  the  affairs  of  Alcibiades  went  so 
prosperously,  and  so  much  to  his  glory,  yet  many  were  still 
somewhat  disturbed,  and  looked  upon  the  time  of  his  ar- 
rival  to  be  ominous.  For  on  the  day  that  he  came  into  the 
port,  the  feast  of  the  goddess  Minerva,  which  they  call 
the  Plynteria,  was  kept.  It  is  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  Thar- 
gelion,  when  the  Praxiergidse  solemnize  their  secret  rites, 
taking  all  the  ornaments  from  off  her  image,  and  keeping 
the  part  of  the  temple  where  it  stands  close  covered. 
Hence  the  Athenians  esteem  this  day  most  inauspicious, 
and  never  undertake  anything  of  importance  upon  it;  and, 
therefore,  they  imagined  that  the  goddess  did  not  receive 
Alcibiades  graciously  and  propitiously,  thus  hiding  her  face 
and  rejecting  him.  Yet,  notwithstanding,  everything  suc- 
ceeded according  to  his  wish.  When  the  one  hundred  gal- 
leys, that  were  to  return  with  him,  were  fitted  out  and 
ready  to  sail,  an  honorable  zeal  detained  him  till  the  cele- 
bration of  the  mysteries  was  over.  For  ever  since  Decelea 
had  been  occupied,  as  the  enemy  commanded  the  roads 
leading  from  Athens  to  Eleusis,  the  procession,  being  con- 
ducted by  sea,  had  not  been  performed  with  any  proper 
solemnity ;  they  were  forced  to  omit  the  sacrifices  and 
dances  and  other  holy  ceremonies,  which  had  usually  been 
performed  in  the  way,  when  they  led  forth  lacchus.  Alci- 
biades, therefore,  judged  it  would  be  a  glorious  action, 
which  would  do  honor  to  the  gods  and  gain  him  esteem 
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with  men,  if  he  restored  the  ancient  splendor  to  these  rites, 
escorting  the  procession  again  by  land,  and  protecting  it 
with  his  army  in  the  face  of  the  enemy.  For  either,  if 
Agis  stood  still  and  did  not  oppose,  it  wonld  very  much 
diminish  and  obscure  his  reputation,  or,  in  the  other  alter- 
native, Alcibiades  would  engage  in  a  holy  war,  in  the  cause 
of  the  gods,  and  in  defence  of  the  most  sacred  and  solemn 
ceremonies  ;  and  this  in  the  sight  of  his  country,  where  he 
should  have  all  his  fellow-citizens  witnesses  of  his  valor. 
As  soon  as  he  had  resolved  upon  this  design,  and  had  com- 
municated it  to  the  Eumolpidae  and  heralds,  he  placed  sen- 
tinels on  the  tops  of  the  hills,  and  at  the  break  of  day  sent 
forth  his  scouts.  And  then  taking  with  him  the  priests  and 
Initiates  and  the  Initiators,  and  encompassing  them  with  his 
soldie/s,  he  conducted  them  with  great  order  and  profound 
silence ;'  an  august  and  venerable  procession,  wherein  all 
who  did  not  envy  him  said  he  performed  at  once  the  ofBce 
oi  a  high-priest  and  of  a  general.  The  enemy  did  not  dare 
to  attempt  anything  against  them,  and  thus  he  brought 
them  back  in  safety  to  the  city.  Upon  which,  as  he  was 
exalted  in  his  own  thought,  so  the  opinion  which  the 
people  had  of  his  conduct  was  raised  to  that  degree,  that 
they  looked  upon  their  armies  as  irresistible  and  invincible 
while  he  commanded  them  ;  and  he  so  won,  indeed,  upon 
the  lower  and  meaner  sort  of  people,  that  they  passionately 
desired  to  have  him  "  tyrant"  over  them,  and  some  of  them 
did  not  scruple  to  tell  him  so,  and  to  advise  him  to  put 
himself  out  of  the  reach  of  envy,  by  abolishing  the  laws 
and  ordinances  of  the  people,  and  suppressing  the  idle 
talkers  that  were  ruining  the  state,  that  so  he  might  act 
and  take  upon  him  the  management  of  affairs,  without 
standing  in  fear  of  being  called  to  an  account. 

How  far  his  own  inclinations  led  him  to  usurp  sovereign 
power,  is  uncertain,  but  the  most  considerable  persons  in 
ihe  city  were  so  much  afraid  of  it,  that  they  hastened  him 
ya.  shipboard  as  speedily  as  they  could,  appointing  the  col- 


414 


PLUTARCH'S  LIVES. 


leagues  whom  he  chose,  and  allowing  him  all  other  things 
as  he  desired.    Thereupon  he  set  sail  with  a  fleet  of  one 
hundred  ships,  and,  arrivmg  at  .Vndros,  he  there  fought 
with  and  defeated  as  well  the  inhabitants  as  the  Lacedae- 
monians who  assisted  them.    He  did  not,  however,  take 
the  city ;  which  gave  the  first  occasion  to  his  enemies  for 
all  their  accusations  against  him.    Certainly,  if  ever  man 
was  ruined  by  his  own  glory,  it  was  Alcibiades.   For  bis 
continual  success  had  produced  such  an  idea  of  his  courage 
and  conduct,  that  if  he  failed  in  anything  he  undertook,  it 
was  imputed  to  his  neglect,  and  no  one  would  believe  it  was 
through  want  of  power.    For  they  thought  nothing  was 
too  hard  for  him,  if  he  went  about  it  in  good  earnest.  They 
fancied,  every  day,  that  they  should  hear  news  of  the  reduC' 
tion  of  Chios,  and  of  the  rest  of  Ionia,  and  grew  impatient 
that  things  were  not  effected  as  fast  and  as  rapidly  as  they 
could  wish  for  them.  They  never  considered  how  extremely 
money  was  wanting,  and  that,  having  to  carry  on  war  with 
an  enemy  who  had  supplies  of  all  things  from  a  great  king, 
he  was  often  forced  to  quit  his  armament,  in  order  to  pro- 
cure money  and  provisions  for  the  subsistence  of  his  soldiers. 
This  it  was  which  gave  occasion  for  the  last  accusation 
which  was  made  against  him.    For  Lysander,  being  sent 
from  Lacedsemon  with  a  commission  to  be  admiral  of  their 
fleet,  and  being  furnished  by  Cyrus  with  a  great  sum  of 
money,  gave  every  sailor  four  obols  a  day,  whereas  before 
they  had  but  three.   Alcibiades  could  hardly  allow  his  men 
three  obols,  and  therefore  was  constrained  to  go  into  Caria 
to  furnish  himself  with  money.    He  left  the  care  of  the 
fleet,  in  his  absence,  to  Antiochus,  an  experienced  seaman, 
but  rash  and  inconsiderate,  who  had  express  orders  from 
Alcibiades  not  to  engage,  though  the  enemy  provoked  him. 
But  he  slighted  and  disregarded  these  directions  to  that 
degree,  that,  having  made  ready  his  own  galley  and  another, 
he  stood  for  Ephesus,  where  the  enemy  lay,  and,  as  he 
sailed  before  the  heads  of  their  galleys,  used  every  pro- 
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vocation  possible,  both  in  wcgds  and  deeds.  Lysander  at 
fii-st  manned  out  a  few  ship&Qxnd  pursued  him.  But  all 
the  Athenian  ships  coming  in  to  his  assistance,  Lysander, 
also,  brought  up  his  whole  fleet,  which  gained  an  entire 
victory.  He  slew  Autiochus  himself,  took  many  men  and 
ships,  and  erected  a  trophy. 

As  soon  as  Alcibiades  heard  this  news,  he  returned  to 
Samos,  and  loosing  from  hence  with  his  whole  fleet,  came 
and  offered  battle  to  Lysander.  But  Lysander,  content 
with  the  victory  he  had  gained,  would  not  stir.  Amongst 
others  in  the  army  who  hated  Alcibiades,  Thrasybulus,  the 
son  of  Thrason,  was  his  particular  enemy,  and  went  pur- 
posely to  Athens  to  accuse  him,  and  to  exasperate  his 
enemies  in  the  city  against  him.  Addressing  the  people, 
he  represented  that  Alcibiades  had  ruined  their  affairs  and 
lost  their  ships  by  mere  self-conceited  neglect  of  his  duties, 
committing  the  government  of  the  army,  in  his  absence,  to 
men  who  gained  his  favor  by  drinking  and  scurrilous  talk- 
ing, whilst  he  wandered  up  and  down  at  pleasure  to  raise 
money,  giving  himself  up  to  every  sort  of  luxury  and  excess 
amongst  the  courtesans  of  Abydos  and  Ionia  at  a  time 
when  the  enemy's  navy  were  on  the  watch  close  at  hand. 
It  was  also  objected  to  him,  that  he  had  fortified  a  castle 
near  Bisanthe  in  Thrace,  for  a  safe  retreat  for  himself,  as 
one  that  either  could  not,  or  would  not,  live  in  his  own 
coantry.  The  Athenians  gave  credit  to  these  informations, 
and  showed  the  resentment  and  displeasure  which  they  had 
conceived  against  him,  by  choosing  other  generals. 

As  soon  as  Alcibiades  heard  of  this,  he  immediately  for- 
sook the  army,  afraid  of  what  might  follow ;  and,  collect- 
ing a  body  of  mercenary  soldiers,  made  war  upon  his  own 
account  against  those  Thracians  who  called  themselves 
free,  and  acknowledged  no  king.  By  this  means  he 
amassed  to  himself  a  considerable  treasure,  and,  at  the 
same  time,  sectired  the  bordering  Greeks  from  the  incur- 
Bions  of  the  barbariana. 
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Tydeus,  Menander,  "t.vT^jf^climantns,  the  new-made  gen. 
erals,  were  at  that  time  po  y  1  at  ^Egospotami,  with  all  the 
ships  which  tlie  Athenians  had  left.    From  whence  they 
were  used  to  go  out  to  sea  every  morning,  and  offer  battle 
to  Lysander,  who  lay  near  Lampsacus ;  and  when  they  had 
done  so,  returning  back  again,  lay,  all  the  rest  of  the  day, 
carelessly  and  without  order,  in  contempt  of  the  enemy. 
Alcibiades,  who  was  not  far  off,  did  not  think  so  slightly  of 
their  danger,  nor  neglect  to  let  them  know  it,  but,  mount- 
ing  his  horse,  came  to  the  generals,  and  represented  to  them 
that  they  had  chosen  a  very  inconvenient  station,  where 
there  was  no  safe  harbor,  and  where  they  were  distant  from 
any  town ;  so  that  they  were  constrained  to  send  for  their 
necessary  provisions  as  far  as  Sestos.    He  also  pointed  out 
to  them  their  carelessness  in  suffering  the  soldiers,  when 
they  went  ashore,  to  disperse  and  wander  up  and  down  at 
their  pleasure,  while  the  enemy's  fleet,  under  the  command 
of  one  general,  and  strictly  obedient  to  discipline,  lay  so 
very  near  them.   He  advised  them  to  remove  the  fleet 
to  Sestod.    But  the  admirals  not  only  disregarded  what  he 
said,  bub  Tydeus,  with  insulting  expressions,  commanded 
him  to  be  gone,  saying,  that  now  not  he,  but  others,  had  the 
command  of  the  forces.    Alcibiades,  suspecting  something 
of  treachery  in  them,  departed,  and  told  his  friends,  who 
accompanied  him  out  of  the  camp,  that  if  the  generals  had 
not  used  him  with  such  insupportable  contempt,  he  would 
within  a  few  days  have  forced  the  Lacedaemonians,  however 
unwilling,  either  to  have  fought  the  Athenians  at  sea  or  to 
have  deserted  their  ships.    Some  looked  upon  this  as  a 
piece  of  ostentation  only ;  others  said,  the  thing  was  prob- 
able, for  that  he  might  have  brought  down  by  land  great 
numbers  of  the  Thracian  cavalry  and  archers,  to  assault  and 
disorder  them  in  their  camp.    The  event,  however,  soon 
made  it  evident  how  rightly  he  had  judged  of  the  errors 
which  the  Athenians  committed.    For  Lysander  fell  upon 
them  on  a  sudden,  when  they  least  suspected  it,  with  sucb 
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fury  that  Conon  alone,  with  eight  galleys,  escaped  him ;  all 
the  rest,  which  were  about  two  hundred,  he  took  and  carried 
away,  together  with  three  thousand  prisoners,  whom  he 
put  to  death.  And  within  a  short  time  after,  he  took 
Athens  itself,  burnt  all  the  ships  which  he  found  there,  and 
demolished  their  long  walls. 

After  this,  Alcibiades,  standing  in  dread  of  the  Lacedae- 
monians, who  were  now  masters  both  at  sea  and  land,  re- 
tired into  Bithynia.  He  sent  thither  great  treasure  before 
him,  took  much  with  him,  but  left  much  more  in  the  castle 
where  he  had  before  resided.  But  he  lost  great  part  of  his 
wealth  in  Bithynia,  being  robbed  by  some  Thracians  who 
lived  in  those  parts,  and  thereupon  determined  to  go  to  the 
court  of  Artaxerxes,  not  doubting  but  that  the  king,  if  lie 
would  make  trial  of  his  abilities,  would  find  him  not  in- 
ferior to  Themistocles,  besides  that  he  was  recommended  by 
a  more  honorable  cause.  For  he  went  not,  as  Themistocles 
did,  to  offer  his  service  against  his  fellow-citizens,  but 
against  their  enemies,  and  to  implore  the  king's  aid  for  the 
defence  of  his  country.  He  concluded  that  Pharnabazus 
would  most  readily  procure  him  a  safe  conduct,  and  there- 
fore went  into  Phrygia  to  him,  and  continued  to  dwell  there 
some  time,  paying  him  great  respect,  and  being  honorably 
treated  by  him.  The  Athenians,  in  the  mean  time,  were 
miserably  afficted  at  their  loss  of  empire ;  but  when  they 
were  deprived  of  liberty  also,  and  Lysander  set  up  thirty 
despotic  rulers  in  the  city,  in  their  ruin  now  they  began  to 
turn  to  those  thoughts  which,  while  safety  was  yet  possible, 
they  would  not  entertain  ;  they  acknowledged  and  bewailed 
their  former  errors  and  follies,  and  judged  this  second  ill- 
usage  of  Alcibiades  to  be  of  all  the  most  inexcusable.  For 
he  was  rejected  without  any  fault  committed  by  himself, 
and  only  because  they  were  incensed  against  his  subordinate 
for  having  shamefully  lost  a  few  ships,  they  much  more 
shamefully  deprived  the  commonwealth  of  its  most  valiant 
and  accomplished  general.  Yet  in  this  sad  state  of  affairs, 
27 
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they  had  still  some  faint  liopc.-;  left  them,  nor  would  they 
utterly  despair  of  the  Allieuiau  conimoinvealth,  while 
Alcibiades  was  safe.  For  they  persuaded  themselves  that 
if  before,  when  he  was  an  exile,  he  could  not  contect 
himself  to  live  idly  and  at  ease,  much  less  now,  if  he  could 
find  any  favorable  opportunity,  Avould  he  endure  the  in. 
solence  of  the  Lacedaemonians,  and  the  outrages  of  the 
Thirty.  Nor  was  it  an  absurd  thing  in  the  people  to  enter- 
tain  such  imaginations,  when  the  Thirty  themselves  were  so 
very  solicitous  to  be  informed  and  to  get  intelligence  of  all 
his  actions  and  designs.  In  fine,  Critias  represented  to 
Lysander  that  the  Lacedsemonians  could  never  securely 
enjoy  the  dominion  of  Greece,  till  the  Athenian  democracy 
was  absolutely  destroyed ;  and,  though  now  the  people  of 
Athens  seemed  quietly  and  patiently  to  submit  to  so  small 
a  number  of  governors,  yet  so  long  as  Alcibiades  lived,  the 
knowledge  of  this  fact  would  never  suffer  them  to  acqui- 
esce in  their  present  circumstances. 

Yet  Lysander  would  not  be  prevailed  upon  by  these  rep- 
resentations, till  at  last  he  received  secret  orders  from  the 
magistrates  of  Lacedsemon,  expressly  requiring  him  to  get 
Alcibiades  despatched:  whether  it  was  that  they  feared 
his  energy  and  boldness  in  enterprising  what  was  hazard- 
ous, or  that  it  was  done  to  gratify  king  Agis.  Upon  re- 
ceipt  of  this  order,  Lysander  sent  away  a  messenger  to 
Pharnabazus,  desiring  him  to  put  it  in  execution.  Phar- 
nabazus  committed  the  afifair  to  Magseus,  his  brother,  and 
to  his  uncle  Susamithres.  Alcibiades  resided  at  that  time 
in  a  small  village  in  Phrygia,  together  with  Timandra,  a 
mistress  of  his.  As  he  slept,  he  had  this  dream  :  he  thought 
himself  attired  in  his  mistress's  habit,  and  that  she,  hold- 
ing him  in  her  arms,  dressed  his  head  and  painted  his  face 
as  if  he  had  been  a  woman ;  others  say,  he  dreamed  that 
he  sawMagajus  cut  off  his  head  and  burn  his  body ;  at  any 
rate,  it  was  but  a  little  while  before  his  death  that  he  had 
these  visions.    Those  who  were  sent  to  assassinate  him  had 
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not  courage  enough  to  enter  the  house,  but  surrounded  it 
first,  and  set  it  on  fire.  Alcibiades,  as  soon  as  he  perceived 
it,  getting  together  great  quantities  of  clothes  and  furni- 
ture, threw  them  upon  the  fire  to  cliolce  it,  and,  having 
wrapped  his  cloal?;  about  his  left  arm,  and  holding  his 
naked  sword  in  his  right,  he  cast  himself  into  the  middle 
of  the  fire,  and  escaped  securely  through  it  before  his 
clothes  were  burnt.  The  barbarians,  as  soon  as  they  saw 
him,  retreated,  and  none  of  them  durst  stay  to  wait  fur 
him,  or  to  engage  with  him,  but,  standing  at  a  distance, 
they  slew  him  with  their  darts  and  arrows.  When  he  was 
dead  the  barbarians  departed,  and  Timandra  took  up  bis 
dead  body,  and,  covering  and  wrapping  it  up  in  her  own 
robes,  she  buried  it  as  decently  and  as  honorably  a-s  ber  cir- 
cumstances  would  allow.  It  is  said,  that  the  famous  Lais, 
Avho  was  called  the  Corinthian,  though  she  was  a  native  of 
Hyccara,  a  small  town  in  Sicily,  from  whence  she  was 
brought  a  captive,  was  the  daughter  of  this  Timandra. 
There  are  some  who  agree  with  this  account  of  Alcibiades's 
death  in  all  points,  except  that  they  impute  the  cause  of  it 
neither  to  Pharnabazus,  nor  Lysander,  nor  the  Lacedaemo- 
nians ;  but  they  say,  he  was  keeping  with  him  a  young  lady 
of  a  noble  house,  whom  he  had  debauched,  and  that  her 
brothers,  not  being  able  to  endure  the  indignity,  set  fire  by 
night  to  the  house  where  he  was  living,  and,  as  he  endeav- 
ored to  save  himself  from  the  flames  slew  him  with  theil 
darts,  in  the  manner  just  related. 


PLUTARCH'S  LIVES. 


VOLUME  II. 


PLUTARCH'S  LIVES. 


CORIOLANUS. 

The  patrician  house  of  the  Marcii  in  Rome  produce'! 
many  men  of  distinction,  and  among  the  rest,  Ancus  Mar- 
cius,  grandson  to  Numa  by  liis  daughter,  and  king  after 
Tullus  Hostilius ;  of  the  same  family  wei'e  also  Publius  and 
Quintus  Marcius,  which  two  conveyed  into  the  city  the  best 
and  most  abundant  supply  of  water  they  have  at  Rome. 
As  likewise  Censorinus,  who,  having  been  twice  chosen 
censor  by  the  people,  afterwards  himself  induced  them 
to  make  a  law  that  nobody  should  bear  that  ofiBce 
twice.  But  Cains  Marcius  of  whom  I  now  write,  being 
left  an  orphan,  and  brought  up  under  the  widowhood  oi 
his  mother,  has  shown  us  by  experience,  that,  although  the 
early  loss  of  a  father  may  be  attended  with  other  disad- 
vantages, yet  it  can  hinder  none  from  being  either  virtuous 
or  eminent  in  the  world,  and  that  it  is  no  obstacle  to  true 
goodness  and  excellence ;  however  bad  men  may  be  pleased 
to  lay  the  blame  of  their  corruptions  upon  that  misfortune 
and  the  neglect  of  them  in  their  minority.  While  the 
force  and  vigor  of  his  soul,  and  a  persevering  constancy  in 
all  he  undertook,  led  him  successfully  into  many  noble 
achievements,  yet,  on  the  other  side,  also,  by  indulging  the 
vehemence  of  his  passion,  and  through  an  obstinate  reluct- 
ance, to  yield  or  accommodate  his  humors  and  sentiments 
to  those  of  a  people  about  him,  he  rendered  himself  inca- 
pable of  acting  and  associating  with  others.   Those  who 
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saw  with  admiration  how  proof  his  nature  was  against  all 
the  softnesses  of  pleasure,  the  hardships  of  service,  and  the 
allurements  of  gain,  while  allowing  to  that  universal  flrra- 
ness  of  his  the  respective  names  of  temi)erance,  fortitude, 
and  justice,  yet,  in  the  life  of  the  citizen  and  the  states- 
man, could  not  choose  but  be  disgusted  at  the  severity  and 
ruggedness  of  his  deportment,  and  with  his  overbearing, 
haughty,  and  imperious  temper.  Education  and  study,  and 
the  favors  of  the  muses,  confer  no  greater  benefit  on  those 
that  seek  them,  than  these  humanizing  and  civilizing  les- 
sons, which  teach  our  natural  qualities  to  submit  to  the 
limitations  prescribed  by  reason,  and  to  avoid  the  wildness 
of  extremes. 

Those  were  times  at  Rome  in  which  that  kind  of  worth 
was  most  esteemed  which  displayed  itself  in  military 
achievements ;  one  evidence  of  which  we  find  in  the  Latin 
word  for  virtue,  which  is  properly  equivalent  to  manly  cour- 
age. As  if  valor  and  all  virtue  h  ad  been  the  same  thing,  they 
used  as  the  common  term  the  name  of  the  particular  excel- 
lence. But  Marcivjs,  having  a  more  passionate  inclination 
than  any  of  that  age  for  feats  of  war,  began  at  once,  from  his 
very  childhood,  to  handle  arms ;  and  feeling  that  adventitious 
implements  and  artificial  arms  would  effect  little,  and  be 
of  small  use  to  such  as  have  not  their  native  and  natural 
weapons  well  fixed  and  prepared  for  service,  he  so  exercised 
and  inured  his  body  to  all  sorts  of  activity  and  encounter, 
that  besides  the  lightness  of  a  racer,  he  had  a  weight  in 
close  seizures;  and  wrestlings  with  an  enemy,  from  which 
it  was  hard  for  any  to  disengage  himself;  so  that  his 
competitors  at  home  in  displays  of  bravery,  loath  to  own 
themselves  inferior  in  that  respect,  were  wont  to  ascribe 
their  deficiencies  to  his  strength  of  body,  which  they  said 
no  resistance  and  no  fatigue  could  exhaust. 

The  first  time  he  went  out  to  the  wars,  being  yet  a  strip- 
ling, was  when  Tarquinius  Superbus,  who  had  been  king  of 
Korae  and  was  afterwards  expelled,  after  many  unsuccessful 
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attempts,  now  entered  upon  his  last  effort,  and  proceeded  lo 
hazard  all  as  it  were  upon  a  single  throw.  A  great  number 
of  the  Latins  and  other  people  of  Italy  joined  their  forces, 
and  were  marching  with  him  toward  the  city,  to  procure  his 
restoration ;  not,  however,  so  much  out  of  a  desire  to  serve 
and  oblige  Tarquin,  as  to  gratify  their  own  fear  and  envy 
at  the  increase  of  the  Roman  greatness ;  which  they  were 
anxious  to  check  and  reduce.  The  armies  met  and  engaged 
in  a  decisive  battle,  in  the  vicissitudes  of  which,  Marcius, 
while  fighting  bravely  in  the  dictator's  presence,  saw  a 
Roman  soldier  struck  down  at  a  little  distance,  and 
immediately  stepped  in  and  stood  before  him,  and  slew  his 
assailant.  The  general,  after  having  gained  the  victory, 
crowned  him  for  this  act,  one  of  the  first,  with  a  garland  of 
oaken  branches ;  it  being  the  Roman  custom  thus  to  adorn 
those  who  had  saved  the  life  of  a  citizen ;  whether  that  the 
law  intended  some  special  honor  to  the  oak,  in  memory  of 
the  Arcadians,  a  people  the  oracle  had  made  famous  by  the 
name  of  acorn-eaters ;  or  whether  the  reason  of  it  was  be- 
cause they  might  easily,  and  in  all  places  where  they  fought, 
have  plenty  of  oak  for  that  purpose ;  or,  finally,  whether 
the  oaken  wreath,  being  sacred  to  Jupiter,  the  guardian  of 
the  city,  might,  therefore,  be  thought  a  proper  ornament 
for  one  who  preserved  a  citizen.  And  the  oak,  in  truth,  is 
the  tree  which  bears  the  most  and  the  prettiest  fruit  of  any 
that  grow  wild,  and  is  the  strongest  of  all  that  are  under 
cultivation ;  its  acorns  were  the  principal  diet  of  the  first 
mortals,  and  the  honey  found  in  it  gave  them  drink.  I  may 
say,  too,  it  furnished  fowl  and  other  creatures  as  dainties, 
in  producing  mistletoe  for  bird-lime  to  ensnare  them.  In 
this  battle,  meantime,  it  is  stated  that  Castor  and  Pollux 
appeared,  and  immediately  after  the  battle  were  seen  at 
Rome  just  by  the  fountain  where  their  temple  now  stands, 
with  their  horses  foaming  with  sweat,  and  told  the  news  of 
the  victory  to  the  people  in  the  forum.  The  fifteenth  of 
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July,  being  the  day  of  this  conquest,  became  consequently 
a  solemn  holiday  sacred  to  the  Twin  Brothers. 

It  may  be  observed,  in  general,  that  when  young  men 
arrive  early  at  fame  and  repute,  if  they  are  of  a  nature  but 
slightly  touched  with  emulation,  this  early  attainment  is 
apt  to  extinguish  their  thirst  and  satiate  their  small  appetite , 
whereas  the  first  distinctions  of  more  solid  and  weighty 
characters  do  but  stimulate  and  quicken  them  and  take 
them  away  like  a  wind,  in  the  pursuit  of  honor;  they  look 
upon  these  marks  and  testimonies  to  their  virtue  not  as  a 
recompense  received  for  what  they  have  already  done,  but 
as  a  pledge  given  by  themselves  of  what  they  will  per- 
form  hereafter,  ashamed  now  to  forsake  or  underlive  the 
credit  they  have  won,  or,  rather,  not  to  exceed  and  obscure 
all  that  is  gone  before  by  the  lustre  of  their  followiug 
actions.  Marcius,  having  a  spirit  of  this  noble  make,  was 
ambitious  always  to  surpass  himself,  and  did  nothing,  how 
extraordinary  soever,  but  he  thought  he  was  bound  to 
outdo  it  at  the  next  occasion ;  and  ever  desiring  to  give 
continual  fresh  instances  of  his  prowess,  he  added  one 
exploit  to  another,  and  heaped  up  trophies  upon  trophies, 
so  as  to  make  it  matter  of  contest  also  among  his  command- 
ers, the  latter  still  vying  with  the  earlier,  which  should  pay 
him  the  greatest  honor  and  speak  highest  in  his  commenda- 
tion. Of  ali  the  numerous  wars  and  conflicts  in  those  days 
there  was  not  one  from  which  he  returned  without  laurels 
and  rewards.  And,  whereas  others  made  glory  the  end  of 
their  daring,  the  end  of  his  glory  was  his  mother's  gladness; 
the  delight  she  took  to  hear  him  praised  and  to  see  him 
crowned,  and  her  weeping  for  joy  in  his  embraces  ren. 
dered  him  in  his  own  thoughts  the  most  honored  and  most 
happy  person  in  the  world.  Epaminondas  is  similarly  said 
to  have  acknowledged  his  feeling,  that  it  was  the  greatest 
felicity  of  his  whole  life  that  his  father  and  mother  survived 
to  hear  of  his  successful  generalship  and  his  victory  at 
Leuctra.   And  he  had  the  advantage,  indeed,  to  have  both 
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i  parents  partake  with  him,  and  enjoy  the  pleasure  of  his 
)d  fortune.  But  Marcius,  believing  himself  bound  to  pay 
mother  Volumnia  all  that  gratitude  and  duty  which 
nld  have  belonged  to  his  father,  had  he  also  been  alive, 
lid  never  satiate  himself  in  his  tenderness  and  respect  to 
'.  He  took  a  wife,  also,  at  her  request  and  wish,  and  con. 
ued,  even  after  he  had  children,  to  live  still  with  his 
ither,  without  parting  families. 

The  repute  of  his  integrity  and  courage  had,  by  this  time, 
nedhim  a  considerable  influence  and  authority  in  Rome, 
len  the  senate,  favoring  the  wealthier  citizens,  began  to 
at  variance  with  the  common  people,  who  made  sad 
npiaints  of  the  rigorous  and  inhuman  usage  they  received 
m  the  money-lenders.  For  as  many  as  were  behind  with 
;m,  and  had  any  sort  of  property,  they  stripped  of  all 
jy  Had,  by  the  way  of  pledges  and  sales ;  and  such  as 
■ough  former  exactions  were  reduced  already  to  extreme 
ligence,  and  had  nothing  more  to  be  deprived  of,  these 
jy  led  away  in  person  and  put  their  bodies  under  con- 
aint,  notwithstanding  the  scars  and  wounds  that  they 
lid  show  in  attestation  of  their  public  services  in  nu- 
srous  campaigns ;  the  last  of  which  had  been  against  the 
bines,  which  they  undertook  upon  a  promise  made  by 
3ir  rich  creditors  that  they  would  treat  them  with  more 
titleness  for  the  future,  Marcus  Valei'ius,  the  consul, 
ving,  by  order  from  the  senate,  engaged  also  for  the  per- 
•mance  of  it.  But  when,  after  they  had  fought  courage- 
sly  and  beaten  the  enemy,  there  was,  nevertheless,  no 
)deration  or  forbearance  used,  and  the  senate  also  pro- 
sed to  remember  nothing  of  that  agreement,  and  sat 
thout  testifying  the  least  concern  to  see  them  dragged 
ay  like  slaves  and  their  goods  seized  upon  as  formerly, 
3re  began  now  to  be  open  disorders  and  dangerous  meet- 
jrs  in  the  city  ;  and  the  enemy,  also,  aware  of  the  popular 
afusion,  invaded  and  laid  waste  the  country.  And  when 
3  consuls  now  gave  notice,  that  all  who  were  of  an  age 
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to  bear  arms  should  malce  their  personal  appearance,  bal 
found  no  one  regard  the  summons,  the  members  of  th( 
government,  then  coming  to  consult  what  course  should 
be  taken,  were  themselves  again  divided  in  opinion ;  som( 
thought  it  most  advisable  to  comply  a  little  in  favor  of  th« 
poor,  by  relaxing  their  overstrained  rights,  and  mitigatinj 
the  extreme  rigor  of  the  law,  while  others  withstood  thij 
proposal ;  Marcius  in  particular,  with  more  vehemena 
than  the  rest,  alleging  that  the  business  of  money  on  eithei 
side  was  not  the  main  thing  in  question,  urged  that  thij 
disorderly  proceeding  was  but  the  first  insolent  ste| 
towards  open  revolt  against  the  laws,  which  it  would  1» 
come  the  wisdom  of  the  government  to  check  at  the  earliesl 
moment. 

There  had  been  frequent  assemblies  of  the  whole  senate, 
within  a  small  compass  of  time,  about  this  difficulty,  bui 
without  any  certain  issue ;  the  poor  commonalty,  therefore, 
perceiving  there  was  likely  to  be  no  redress  of  their  griev- 
ances,  on  a  sudden  collected  in  a  body,  and,  encouraging 
each  other  in  their  resolution,  forsook  the  city,  with  one 
accord,  and  seizing  the  hill  which  is  now  called  the  Holj 
Mount,  sat  down  by  the  river  Anio,  without  committing 
any  sort  of  violence  or  seditious  outrage,  but  merely  ex- 
claiming, as  they  went  along,  that  they  had  this  long  time 
past  been,  in  fact,  expelled  and  excluded  from  the  city  bj 
the  cruelty  of  the  rich;  that  Italy  would  everywhere 
afford  them  the  benefit  of  air  and  water  and  a  placed 
burial,  which  was  all  they  could  expect  in  the  city,  un- 
less  it  were,  perhaps,  the  privilege  of  being  wounded  and 
killed  in  time  of  war  for  the  defence  of  their  creditors. 
The  senate,  apprehending  the  consequences,  sent  the  most 
moderate  and  popular  men  of  their  own  order  to  treat  with 
them. 

Menenius  Agrippa,  their  chief  spokesman,  after  much 
entreaty  to  tlie  people,  and  much  plain-speaking  on  behall 
of  the  senate,  concluded,  at  longtli,  with  the  celebrated 
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fable.  *'It  once  happened,"  he  said,  "that  all  the  other 
members  of  a  man  mutinied  against  the  stomach,  which 
they  accused  as  the  only  idle,  uncontributing  part  in  the 
whole  body,  while  the  rest  were  put  to  hardships  and  the 
expense  of  much  labor  to  supply  and  minister  to  its  appe- 
tites. The  stomach,  however,  merely  ridiculed  the  silli- 
ness of  the  members,  who  appeared  not  to  be  aware  that 
the  stomach  certainly  does  receive  the  general  nourish- 
ment, but  only  to  return  it  again,  and  redistribute  it 
amongst  the  rest.  Such  is  the  case,"  he  said,  "  ye  citizens, 
between  you  and  the  senate.  The  counsels  and  plans  that 
are  there  duly  digested,  convey  and  secure  to  all  of  you 
your  proper  benefit  and  support." 

A  reconciliation  ensued,  the  senate  acceding  to  the  re- 
quest of  the  people  for  the  annual  election  of  five  protectors 
for  those  in  need  of  succor,  the  same  tliat  are  now  called 
the  tribunes  of  the  people  ;  and  the  first  two  they  pitched 
upon  were  Junius  Brutus  and  Sicinnius  Vellutus,  their 
leaders  in  the  secession. 

The  city  being  thus  united,  the  commons  stood  presently 
to  their  arms,  and  followed  their  commanders  to  the  war 
with  great  alacrity.  As  for  Marcius,  though  he  was  not  a 
little  vexed  himself  to  see  the  populace  prevail  so  far,  and 
gain  ground  of  the  senators,  and  might  observe  many  other 
patricians  have  the  same  dislike  of  the  late  concessions,  he 
yet  besought  them  not  to  yield  at  least  to  the  common 
people  in  the  zeal  and  forwardness  they  now  showed  for 
their  country's  service,  but  to  prove  that  they  were  superior 
to  them,  not  so  much  in  power  and  riches,  as  in  merit  and 
worth. 

The  Romans  were  now  at  war  with  the  Volscian  nation, 
whose  principal  city  was  Corioli ;  when,  therefore,  Cominius 
the  consul  had  invested  this  important  place,  the  rest  of 
the  Volscians,  fearing  it  would  be  taken,  mustered  up 
whatever  force  they  could  from  all  parts,  to  relieve  it, 
designing  to  give  the  Romans  battle  before  the  city,  and  so 
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attack  them  on  both  sides.  Comhiius,  to  avoid  this  incon. 
venience,  divided  liis  army,  marching  himself  Avith  on« 
body  to  encounter  the  ^'olscians  on  their-  approach  fron 
without  and  leaving  Titus  Lartius,  one  of  the  bravesi 
Romans  of  his  time,  to  command  the  other  and  continu( 
the  siege.  Those  within  Corioli,  despising  now  the  smaU 
ness  of  their  number,  made  a  sally  upon  them,  and  pr& 
vailed  at  first,  and  pursued  the  Romans  into  their  trenches 
Here  it  was  that  Marcius,  flying  out  with  a  slender  com 
pany,  and  cutting  those  in  pieces  that  first  engaged  him 
obliged  the  other  assailants  to  slacken  their  speed ;  and 
then,  with  loud  cries,  called  upon  the  Romans  to  renew  tlu 
battle.  For  he  had,  what  Cato  thought  a  great  point  in  i 
soldier,  not  only  strength  of  hand  and  stroke,  but  also  a 
voice  and  look  that  of  themselves  were  a  terror  to  an  eneray, 
Divers  of  his  own  party  now  rallying  and  making  up  to 
him,  the  enemies  soon  retreated ;  but  Marcius,  not  content 
to  see  them  draw  off  and  retire,  pressed  hard  upon  the 
rear,  and  drove  them,  as  they  fled  away  in  haste,  to  the 
very  gates  of  their  city  ;  where,  perceiving  the  Romans  to 
fall  back  from  their  pursuit,  beaten  off  by  the  multitude  of 
darts  poured  in  upon  them  from  the  walls,  and  that  none 
of  his  followers  had  the  hardiness  to  think  of  falling  in 
pell-mell  among  the  fugitives  and  so  entering  a  city  full  of 
enemies  in  arms,  he,  nevertheless,  stood  and  urged  thcra  to 
the  attempt,  crying  out,  that  fortune  had  now  set  open 
Corioli,  not  so  much  to  shelter  the  vanquished,  as  to  receive 
the  conquerors.  Seconded  by  a  few  that  were  willing  to 
venture  with  him,  he  bore  along  through  the  crowd,  made 
good  his  passage,  and  thrust  himself  into  the  gate  through 
the  midst  of  them,  nobody  at  first  daring  to  resist  him. 
But  when  the  citizens  on  looking  about  saw  that  a  very 
small  number  had  entered,  they  now  took  courage,  and 
came  up  and  attacked  them.  A  combat  ensued  of  the  most 
extraordinary  description,  in  which  Marcius,  by  strengtll 
of  hand,  and  swiftness  of  foot,  and  daring  of  soul,  over 
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powering  every  one  that  he  assailed,  succeeded  in  drivnig 
the  enemy  to  seelc  refuge,  for  the  most  part,  in  tlie  interior 
of  the  town,  while  the  remaining  submitted,  and  threw 
down  their  arms;  thus  affording  Lartius  abundant  oj»por- 
tunity  to  bring  in  the  rest  of  the  Romans  with  ease  and 
safety. 

Corioli  being  thus  surprised  and  taken,  the  greater  part 
of  the  soldiers  employed  themselves  in  spoiling  and  pil- 
laging  it,  while  Marcius  indignantly  reproached  them,  and 
exclaimed  that  it  was  a  dishonorable  and  unworthy  thing, 
when  the  consul  and  their  fellow-citizens  had  now  perhaps 
encountered  the  other  Volscians,  and  were  hazarding  their 
lives  in  battle,  basely  to  misspend  the  time  in  running  up 
and  down  for  booty,  and,  under  a  pretence  of  enriching 
themselves,  keep  out  of  danger.  Few  paid  him  any  atten- 
tion, but,  putting  himself  at  the  head  of  these,  he  took  the 
road  by  which  the  consul's  army  had  marched  before  him, 
encouraging  his  companions,  and  beseeching  them,  as  they 
went  along,  not  to  give  up,  and  praying  often  to  the  gods, 
too,  that  he  might  be  so  happy  as  to  arrive  before  the  fight 
was  over,  and  come  seasonably  up  to  assist  Cominius,  and 
partake  in  the  peril  of  the  action. 

It  Avas  customary  with  the  Romans  of  that  age,  when 
they  were  moving  into  battle  array,  and  were  on  the  point 
of  taking  up  their  bucklers,  and  girding  their  coats  about 
them,  to  make  at  the  same  time  an  unwritten  will,  or  verbal 
testament,  and  to  name  who  should  be  their  heirs,  in  the 
bearing  of  three  or  four  witnesses.  In  this  precise  posture 
Marcius  found  them  at  his  arrival,  the  enemy  being  ad- 
vanced within  view. 

They  were  not  a  little  disturbed  by  his  first  appearance, 
seeing  him  covered  with  blood  and  sweat,  and  attended 
with  a  small  train ;  but  when  he  hastily  made  up  to  the 
consul  with  gladness  in  his  looks,  giving  him  his  hand,  and 
recounting  to  him  how  the  city  had  been  taken,  and  when 
they  saw  Cominius  also  embrace  and  salute  him,  every  one 
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took  fresh  heart ;  those  that  wei  e  near  enough  hearing 
and  those  that  were  at  a  distance  guessing,  what  had  hap. 
pened ;  and  all  cried  out  to  be  led  to  battle.  First,  how- 
ever,  Marcius  desired  to  know  of  hiui  how  the  Volscians 
had  arrayed  their  army,  and  ^\  here  they  had  placed  their 
best  men,  and  on  his  answering  that  he  took  the  troops  of 
the  Antiates  in  the  centre  to  be  their  prime  warriors,  that 
would  yield  to  none  in  bravery,  "  Let  me  demand  and  ob- 
tain of  you,"  said  Marcius,  "  that  we  may  be  posted  against 
them."  The  consul  granted  the  request,  with  much 
admiration  for  his  gallantry.  And  when  the  conflict  began 
by  the  soldiers  darting  at  each  other,  and  Marcius  sallied 
out  before  the  rest,  the  Volscians  opposed  to  him  were  not 
able  to  make  head  against  him ;  wherever  he  fell  in,  he 
broke  their  ranks,  and  made  a  lane  through  them  ;  but  the 
parties  turning  again,  and  enclosing  him  on  each  side  with 
their  weapons,  the  consul,  who  observed  tlie  danger  he  was 
in,  despatched  some  of  the  choicest  men  he  had  for  his  res- 
cue. The  conflict  then  growing  warm  and  sharp  about 
Marcius,  and  many  falling  dead  in  a  little  space,  the 
Romans  bore  so  hard  upon  the  enemies,  and  pressed  them 
with  such  violence,  that  they  forced  them  at  length  to 
abandon  their  ground,  and  to  quit  the  field.  And  going 
now  to  prosecute  the  victory,  they  besought  Marcius,  tired 
out  with  his  toils,  and  faint  and  heavy  through  the  loss  of 
blood,  that  he  would  retire  to  the  camp.  He  replied,  how- 
ever, that  weariness  was  not  for  conquerors,  and  joined 
with  them  in  the  pursuit.  The  rest  of  the  Volscian  army 
was  in  like  manner  defeated,  great  numbers  killed,  and  no 
less  taken  captive. 

The  day  after,  when  Marcius,  with  the  rest  of  the  army, 
presented  themselves  at  the  consul's  tent,  Cominius  rose, 
and  having  rendered  all  due  acknowledgment  to  the  gods 
for  the  success  of  that  enterprise,  turned  next  to  Marcius, 
and  first  of  all  delivered  the  strongest  encomium  upon  his 
rare  exploits  which  he  had  partly  been  an  eye-witness  of 
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himself,  in  the  late  battle,  and  had  partly  learned  from  the 
testimony  of  Lartius.  And  then  he  required  him  to  choose 
a  tenth  part  of  all  the  treasure  and  horses  and  captives 
that  had  fallen  into  their  hands,  before  any  division  should 
be  made  to  others ;  besides  which,  he  made  him  the  special 
present  of  a  horse  with  trappings  and  ornaments,  in  honor 
of  his  actions.  The  whole  army  applauded ;  Marcius,  how- 
ever, stepped  forth,  and  declaring  his  thankful  acceptance 
of  the  horse,  and  his  gratification  at  the  praises  of  his  gen- 
eral, said,  that  all  other  things,  which  he  could  only  regard 
rather  as  mercenary  advantages  than  any  significations  of 
honor,  he  must  waive,  and  should  be  content  with  the  or- 
dinary proportion  of  such  rewards.  "  I  have  only,"  said  he, 
"one  special  grace  to  beg,  and  this  I  hope  you  will  not 
deny  me.  There  was  a  certain  hospitable  friend  of  mine 
among  the  Volscians,  a  man  of  probity  and  virtue,  who  is 
become  a  prisoner,  and  from  former  wealth  and  freedom  is 
now  reduced  to  servitude.  Among  his  many  misfortunes 
let  my  intercession  redeem  him  from  the  one  of  being 
sold  as  a  common  slave."  Such  a  refusal  and  such  a  re- 
quest on  the  part  of  Marcius  were  followed  with  yet  louder 
acclamations ;  and  he  had  many  more  admirers  of  this  gen- 
erous superiority  to  avarice,  than  of  the  bravery  he  had 
shown  in  battle.  The  very  persons  who  conceived  some 
envy  and  despite  to  see  him  so  specially  honored,  could  not 
but  acknowledge,  that  one  who  so  nobly  could  refuse  re- 
ward, was  beyond  others  worthy  to  receive  it ;  and  were 
more  charmed  with  that  virtue  which  made  him  despise 
advantage,  than  with  any  of  those  former  actions  that  have 
gained  him  his  title  to  it.  It  is  the  higher  accomplishment 
to  use  money  well  than  to  use  arms ;  but  not  to  need  it  is 
more  noble  than  to  use  it. 

When  the  noise  of  approbation  and  applause  ceased, 
Cominius,  resuming,  said :  "  It  is  idle,  fellow-soldiers,  to 
force  and  obtrude  those  other  gifts  of  ours  on  one  who  ia 
unwilling  to  accept  them ;  let  us,  therefore,  give  him  one 
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of  such  a  kind  that  he  cannot  well  reject  it ;  let  U9  pass  a 
vote,  I  mean,  that  he  shall  hereafter  be  called  Coriolanug, 
unless  you  think  that  his  performance  at  Corioli  has  itseli 
anticipated  any  such  resolution."  Hence,  therefore,  he 
had  his  third  name  of  Coriolanus,  making  it  all  the  plainer 
that  Caius  was  a  personal  proper  name,  and  the  second,  or 
surname,  Marcius,  one  connnon  to  his  house  and  family; 
the  third  being  a  subsequent  addition  -which  used  to  be 
imposed  either  from  some  particular  act  or  fortune,  bodily 
characteristic,  or  good  quality  of  the  bearer.  Just  as  the 
Greeks,  too,  gave  additional  names  in  old  time,  in  some 
cases  from  some  achievement,  Soter,  for  example,  and 
Callinicus ;  or  personal  appearance,  as  Physcon  and 
Grypus;  good  qualities,  Euergetes  and  Philadelphus ;  good 
fortune,  Eudsemon,  the  title  of  the  second  Battus.  Several 
monarfihs  have  also  had  names  given  them  in  mockery, 
as  Antigonus  was  called  Doson,  and  Ptolemy,  Lathyrus. 
This  sort  of  title  was  yet  more  common  among  the  Romans. 
One  of  the  Metelli  was  surnamed  Diadematus,  because  he 
walked  about  for  a  long  time  with  a  bandage  on  his  head 
to  conceal  a  scar  ;  and  another,  of  the  same  family,  got  the 
name  of  Celer,  from  the  rapidity  he  displayed  in  giving  a 
funeral  entertainment  of  gladiators  within  a  few  days  after 
his  father's  death,  his  speed  and  energy  in  doing  which 
was  thought  extraordinary  There  are  some,  too,  who  even 
at  this  day  take  names  from  certain  casual  incidents  at 
their  nativity  :  a  child  that  is  born  when  his  father  is  away 
from  home  is  called  Proculus ;  or  Postumus,  if  after  his 
decease;  and  when  twins  come  into  the  world,  and  one  dies 
at  the  birth,  the  survivor  has  the  name  of  Vopiscus.  From 
bodily  peculiarities  they  derive  not  only  their  Syllas  and 
Nigers,  but  their  Cteci  and  Claudii ;  wisely  endeavoring  tc 
accustom  their  people  not  to  reckon  either  the  loss  of  sight 
or  any  other  bodily  misfortune,  as  a  matter  of  disgrace  to 
Uiem,  but  to  answer  to  such  names  without  shame,  as  iJ 
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they  were  really  their  own.  But  this  discussion  bettei 
befits  another  place. 

The  war  against  the  Volscians  was  no  sooner  at  an  end, 
than  the  popular  orators  revived  domestic  troubles,  and 
raised  another  sedition,  without  any  new  cause  or  complaint 
or  just  grievance  to  proceed  upon,  but  merely  turning  the 
very  mischiefs  that  unavoidably  ensued  from  their  former 
contests  into  a  pretext  against  the  patricians.  The  greatest 
part  of  their  arable  land  had  been  left  unsown  and  without 
tillage,  and  the  time  of  war  allowing  them  no  means  or  lei- 
sure to  import  provision  from  other  countries,  there  was 
an  extreme  scarcity.  The  movers  of  the  people  then  ob- 
serving that  there  was  no  corn  to  be  bought,  and  that  if 
there  had  been  they  had  no  money  to  buy  it,  began  to  calum- 
niate the  wealthy  -with  false  stories  and  whisper  it  about, 
as  if  they,  out  of  their  malice,  had  purposely  contrived  the 
famine.  Meanwhile,  there  came  an  embassy  from  the 
Velitrani,  proposing  to  deliver  up  their  city  to  the  Romans, 
and  desiring  they  would  send  some  new  inhabitants  to 
people  it,  as  a  late  pestilential  disease  had  swept  away  so 
many  of  the  natives,  that  there  was  hardly  a  tenth  part 
remaining  of  their  whole  community.  This  necessity  of 
the  Velitrani  was  considered  by  all  more  prudent  people 
as  most  opportune  in  tlie  present  state  of  affairs ;  since  the 
dearth  made  it  needful  to  ease  the  city  of  its  superfluous 
members,  and  they  were  in  hope  also,  at  the  same  time,  to 
dissipate  the  gathering  sedition  by  ridding  themselves  of 
the  more  violent  and  heated  partisans,  and  discharging,  so 
to  say,  the  elements  of  disease  and  disorder  in  the  state.  The 
consuls,  therefore,  singled  out  such  citizens  to  supply  the 
desolation  at  Velitrse,  and  gave  notice  to  others,  that  they 
should  be  ready  to  march  against  the  Volscians,  with  the 
politic  design  of  preventing  intestine  broils  by  employment 
abroad,  and  in  the  hope,  that  when  rich  as  well  as  poor, 
plebeians  and  patricians,  should  be  mingled  again  in  the 
same  army  and  the  same  camp,  and  engage  in  one  couuuou 
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service  for  the  public,  it  would  mutually  dispose  them  to 
reconciliation  and  friendship. 

But  Sicinnius  and  Brutus,  the  popular  orators,  interposed, 
crying  out,  that  the  consuls  disguised  the  most  cruel  and 
barbarous  action  in  the  world  under  that  mild  and  plausi. 
ble  name  of  a  colony,  and  were  simply  precipitating  so  many 
poor  citizens  into  a  mere  pit  of  destruction,  bidding  tiiera 
settle  down  in  a  country  where  the  air  was  charged  with 
disease,  and  the  ground  covered  with  dead  bodies,  and  ex- 
pose themselves  to  the  evil  influence  of  a  strange  and  an- 
gered deity.  And  then,  as  if  it  would  not  satisfy  their 
hatred  to  destroy  some  by  hunger,  and  offer  others  to  tlie 
mercy  of  a  plague,  they  must  proceed  to  involve  them  also 
in  a  needless  war  of  their  own  making,  that  no  calamity 
might  be  Avanting  to  complete  the  punishment  of  the  citizens 
for  refusing  to  submit  to  that  of  slavery  to  the  rich. 

By  such  addresses,  the  people  were  so  possessed,  that 
none  of  them  would  appear  upon  the  consular  summons  to 
be  enlisted  for  the  war ;  and  they  showed  entire  aversion 
to  the  proposal  for  a  new  plantation ;  so  that  the  senate 
was  at  a  loss  what  to  say  or  do.  But  Marcius,  who  began 
now  to  bear  himself  higher  and  to  feel  confidence  in  his  past 
actions,  conscious,  too,  of  the  admiration  of  the  best  and 
greatest  men  of  Rome,  openly  took  the  lead  in  opposing  the 
favorers  of  the  people.  The  colony  was  despatched  to 
Velitrse,  those  that  were  chosen  by  lot  being  compelled  tn 
depart  upon  high  penalties;  and  when  they  obstinately 
persisted  in  refusing  to  enrol  tliemselves  for  the  Volsciaii 
service,  he  mustered  up  his  own  clients,  and  as  many  others 
as  could  be  wrought  upon  by  persuasion,  and  with  these 
made  inroad  into  the  territories  of  the  Antiates,  where,  find- 
ing a  considerable  quantity  of  corn,  and  collecting  much 
booty,  both  of  cattle  and  prisoners,  he  reserved  nothing  for 
himself  in  private,  but  returned  safe  to  Rome,  while  those 
that  ventured  out  with  him  were  seen  laden  with  pillage, 
and  driving  their  prey  before  them.    This  sight  filled  tbos« 
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tiiat  had  stayed  at  home  Avith  regret  for  their  perverseness, 
with  envy  at  their  fortunate  fellow-citizens,  and  with  feel- 

'^'7  ings  of  dislike  to  Marcius,  and  hostility  to  his  growing  rep- 
utation  and  power,  which  might  probably  be  used  against 

^•1    the  popular  interest. 

58*'      Not  long  after  he  stood  for  the  consulship ;  when,  how- 
>i%    ever,  the  people  began  to  relent  and  incline  to  favor  him, 
wi.,    being  sensible  what  a  shame  it  would  be  to  repulse  and 
ilil   affront  a  man  of  his  birth  and  merit,  after  he  had  done 
IB     them  so  many  signal  services.   It  was  usual  for  those  who 
stood  for  offices  among  them  to  solicit  and  address  them- 
selves personally  to  the  citizens,  presenting  themselves  in 
the  forum  with  the  toga  on  alone,  and  no  tunic  under  it ; 
either  to  promote  their  supplications  by  the  humility  of 
•      their  dress,  or  that  such  as  had  received  wounds  might 
more  readily  display  those  marks  of  their  fortitude.  Cer- 
tainly, it  was  not  out  of  suspicion  of  bribery  and  corruption 
,      that  they  required  all  such  petitioners  for  their  favor  to 
appear  ungirt  and  open,  without  any  close  garment ;  as  it 
was  much  later,  and  many  ages  after  this,  that  buying  and 
{      selling  crept  in  at  their  elections,  and  money  became  an 
ingredient  in  the  public  suffrages;  proceeding  thence  to 
attempt  their  tribunals,  and  even  attack  their  camps,  till, 
by  hiring  the  valiant,  and  enslaving  iron  to  silver,  it  grew 
master  of  the  state,  and  turned  their  commonwealth  into  a 
monarchy.   For  it  was  well  and  truly  said  that  the  first 
destroyer  of  the  liberties  of  a  people  is  he  who  first  gave 
them  bounties  and  largesses.   At  Rome  the  mischief  seems 
,^    to  have  stolen  secretly  in,  and  by  little -and  little,  not  be  - 
rff   '"S  fit  once  discerned  and  taken  notice  of.   It  is  not  cer- 
tamly  known  who  the  man  was  that  did  there  first  either 
'      ^ribe  the  citizens,  or  corrupt  the  courts ;  whereas,  in 
Athens,  Anytus,  the  son  of  Anthemion,  is  said  to  have  been 
the  first  that  gave  money  to  the  judges,  when  on  his  trial, 
toward  the  latter  end  of  the  Peloponnesian  war,  for  let- 
, ,.    ting  the  fort  of  Pylos  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy ;  in  a 
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period  wliile  tin;  pun^  and  golden  race  of  men  were  still  in 
possession  of  the  Roman  foium. 

Marcius,  therefore,  as  the  fashion  of  candidates  wag, 
showing  the  scars  and  gashes  that  were  still  visible  on  his 
body,  from  the  many  conflicts  in  which  he  had  signalized 
himself  during  a  service  of  seventeen  years  together,  they 
were,  so  to  say,  put  out  of  countenance  at  this  display  of 
merit,  and  told  one  another  that  they  ought  in  commoc 
modesty  to  create  hini  consul.  But  when  the  day  of  elec- 
tion was  now  come,  and  Marcius  appeared  in  the  forum, 
with  a  pompous  train  of  senators  attending  him,  and  the 
patricians  all  manifested  greater  concern,  and  seemed  to  be 
exerting  greater  efforts,  than  they  had  ever  done  before  on 
the  like  occasion,  the  commons  then  fell  off  again  from  the 
kindness  they  had  conceived  for  him,  and  in  the  place  of 
their  late  benevolence,  began  to  feel  something  of  indigna- 
tion and  envy ;  passions  assisted  by  the  fear  they  enter- 
tained, that  if  a  man  of  such  aristocratic  temper  and  so 
influential  among  the  patricians  should  be  invested  with 
the  power  which  that  office  would  give  him,  he  might  em- 
ploy it  to  deprive  the  people  of  all  that  liberty  which  was 
yet  left  them.  In  conclusion,  they  rejected  Marcius.  Two 
other  names  were  announced,  to  the  great  mortiflcation  of 
the  senators,  who  felt  as  if  the  indignity  reflected  rather 
upon  themselves  than  on  Marcius.  He,  for  his  part,  could 
not  bear  the  affront  with  any  patience.  He  had  always 
indulged  his  temper,  and  had  regarded  the  proud  and 
contentious  element  of  human  nature  as  a  sort  of  nobleness 
and  magnanimity ;  reason  and  discipline  had  not  imbued 
him  with  that  solidity  and  equanimity  which  enters  so 
largely  into  the  virtues  of  the  statesman.  He  had  never 
learned  how  essential  it  is  for  any  one  who  undertakes 
public  business,  and  desires  to  deal  with  mankind,  to  avoid 
above  all  things  that  self-will,  Avhich,  as  Plato  says,  belongs 
to  the  family  of  solitude  ;  and  to  pursue,  above  all  things, 
that  capacity  so  generally  ridiculed,  of  aubmissiou  to  ilt 
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treatment.  Marcius  straightforward  and  direct,  and  pos- 
sessed with  the  idea  that  to  vanquish  and  overbear  all 
opposition  is  the  true  part  of  bravery,  and  never  imagin- 
ing  that  it  was  the  weakness  and  wonianishness  of  his 
nature  that  broke  out,  so  to  say,  in  these  ulcerations  of 
auger,  retired,  full  of  fury  and  bitterness  against  the  people. 
The  young  patricians,  too,  all  that  were  proudest  and  most 
conscious  of  their  noble  birth,  had  always  been  devoted  to 
his  interest,  and,  adhering  to  him  now,  with  a  fidelity  that 
did  him  no  good,  aggravated  his  resentment  with  the  ex- 
pression of  their  indignation  and  condolence.  He  had  been 
their  captain,  and  their  willing  instructor  in  the  arts  of  war, 
when  out  upon  expeditions,  and  their  model  in  that  true 
emulation  and  love  of  excellence  which  makes  men  extol, 
without  envy  or  jealousy,  each  other's  brave  achievements. 

In  the  midst  of  these  distempers,  a  large  quantity  of 
corn  reached  Rome,  a  great  part  bought  up  in  Italy,  but 
an  equal  amount  sent  as  a  present  from  Syracuse,  from 
Gelo,  then  reigning  there.  Many  began  now  to  hope  well 
of  their  affairs,  supposing  the  city,  by  this  means,  would  be 
delivered  at  once,  both  of  its  want  and  discord.  A  coun- 
cil, therefore,  being  presently  held,  the  people  came  flocking 
about  the  senate-house,  eagerly  awaiting  the  issue  of  that 
deliberation,  expecting  that  tlie  market-prices  would  now 
be  less  cruel,  and  that  what  had  come  as  gift  would  be  dis- 
tributed as  such.  There  were  some  within  who  so  advised 
the  senate;  but  Marcius,  standing  up,  sharply  inveighed 
against  those  who  spoke  in  favor  of  the  multitude,  calling 
them  flatterers  of  the  rabble,  traitors  to  the  nobility,  and 
alleging,  that,  by  such  gratifications,  they  did  but  cherish 
those  ill  seeds  of  boldness  and  petulance  that  had  been 
sown  among  the  people,  to  their  own  prejudice,  which  they 
should  have  done  well  to  observe  and  stifle  at  their  first 
appearance,  and  not  have  suffered  the  plebeians  to  grow  so 
strong,  by  granting  them  magistrates  of  such  authority  as 
the  tribunes.  They  were,  indeed,  even  now  formidable  to 
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the  state  since  everything  they  desired  was  granted  them, 
no  constraint  was  put  on  their  will ;  they  refused  obedience 
to  the  consuls  and,  overthrowing  all  law  and  magistracy, 
gave  the  title  of  magistrate  to  their  private  factious 
leaders.  »'  When  things  are  come  to  such  a  pass  for  us  to 
sit  here  and  decree  largesses  and  bounties  for  them,  like 
those  Greeks  where  the  populace  is  supreme  and  absolute, 
what  would  it  be  else,"  said  he,  "but  to  take  their  dis 
obedience  into  pay  and  maintain  it  for  the  common  ruin  ol 
us  all  ?  They  certainly  cannot  look  upon  these  liberalities 
as  a  reward  of  public  service,  which  they  know  they  have 
so  often  deserted ;  nor  yet  of  those  secessions,  by  which 
they  openly  renounced  their  country;  much  less  of  the 
calumnies  and  slanders  they  have  been  always  so  ready  to 
entertain  against  the  senate ;  but  will  rather  conclude  that 
a  bounty  which  seems  to  have  no  other  visible  cause  oi 
reason,  must  needs  be  the  effect  of  our  fear  and  flattery, 
and  will,  therefore,  set  no  limit  to  their  disobedience,  noi 
ever  cease  from  disturbances  and  sedition.  Concessiou  is 
mere  madness ;  if  we  have  any  wisdom  and  resolution  at 
all,  we  shall,  on  the  contrary,  never  rest  till  we  have  re- 
covered from  them  that  tribunician  power  they  have  ex- 
torted from  us ;  as  being  a  plain  subversion  of  the  consul- 
ship, and  a  perpetual  ground  of  separation  in  our  city  that  is 
no  longer  one,  as  heretofore,  but  has  in  this  received  such 
a  wound  and  rupture,  as  is  never  likely  to  close  and  unite 
again,  or  suffer  us  to  be  of  one  mind,  and  to  give  over 
inflaming  our  distempers,  and  being  a  torment  to  each 
other," 

Marcius,  with  much  more  to  this  purpose,  succeeded,  to 
an  extraordinary  degree,  in  inspii-ing  the  younger  men 
with  the  same  furious  sentiments,  and  had  almost  all  the 
wealthy  on  his  side,  who  cried  him  up  as  the  only  person 
their  city  had,  superior  alike  to  force  and  flattery;  someol 
the  older  men,  however,  opposed  him,  suspecting  the  con- 
gequenees.   As,  indeed,  there  came  no  good  of  it;  for  the 
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tribunes,  who  were  present,  perceiving  how  the  proposal 
of  Marcius  took,  ran  out  into  the  crowd  with  exclamations, 
Bailing  on  the  plebeians  to  stand  together,  and  come  in  to 
their  assistance.  The  assembly  met,  and  soon  became  tu- 
multuous. The  sura  of  what  Marcius  had  spoken,  having 
been  reported  to  the  people,  excited  them  to  such  fury, 
that  they  were  ready  to  break  in  upon  the  senate.  The 
tribunes  prevented  this,  by  laying  all  the  blame  on  Cor- 
iolanus,  whom,  therefore,  they  cited  by  their  messengers 
to  come  before  them,  and  defend  himself.  And  when  he 
contemptuously  repulsed  the  oflScers  who  brought  him  the 
Bummons,  they  came  themselves,  with  the  ^diles,  or  over- 
seers of  the  market,  proposing  to  carry  him  away  by  force, 
and,  accordingly,  began  to  lay  hold  on  his  person.  The 
patricians,  however,  comhig  to  his  rescue,  not  only  thrust 
off  the  tribunes,  but  also  beat  the  ^diles,  that  were  their 
seconds  in  the  quarrel ;  night  approaching,  put  an  end  to 
the  contest.  But,  as  soon  as  it  was  day,  the  consuls,  observ- 
ing the  people  to  be  highly  exasperated,  and  that  they  ran 
from  all  quarters  and  gathered  in  the  forum,  were  afraid 
for  the  whole  city,  so  that,  convening  the  senate  afresh, 
they  desired  them  to  advise  how  they  might  best  compose 
and  pacify  the  incensed  multitude  by  equitable  language 
and  indulgent  decrees ;  since,  if  they  wisely  considered  the 
state  of  thuigs,  they  would  find  that  it  was  no  time  to 
stand  upon  terms  of  honor  and  a  mere  point  ot  glory  ;  such 
a  critical  conjuncture  called  for  gentle  methods,  and  for 
temperate  and  humane  counsels.  The  majority,  therefore, 
of  the  senators  giving  way,  the  consuls  proceeded  to  pacify 
the  people  in  the  best  manner  they  were  able,  answering 
gently  to  such  imputations  and  charges  as  had  been  cast 
upon  the  senate,  and  using  much  tenderness  and  modera- 
tion in  the  admonitions  and  reproofs  they  gave  them.  On 
the  point  of  the  price  ot  provisions,  they  said,  there  should 
be  no  difference  at  all  between  them.  When  a  great  part 
of  the  commonalty  was  grown  cool,  and  it  appeared  from 
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their  orderly  and  peaceful  behavior  that  thej-  had  been  verj 
much  appeased  by  what  they  had  heard,  the  tribunes, 
standing  up,  declared,  in  the  name  of  the  people,  that  since 
the  senate  was  pleased  to  act  soberly  and  do  them  reason, 
they,  likewise,  should  be  ready  to  yield  in  all  that  was 
fair  and  equitable  on  their  side ;  they  must  insist,  however, 
that  Marcius  should  give  in  his  answer  to  the  several 
charges  as  follows :  first,  could  he  deny  that  he  instigated 
the  senate  to  overthrow  the  government  and  annul  the 
privileges  of  the  people  ?  and,  in  the  next  place,  when  called 
to  account  for  it,  did  he  not  disobey  the  summons  ?  and, 
lastly,  by  the  blows  and  other  public  affronts  to  the  -^diles, 
had  he  not  done  all  he  could  to  commence  a  civil  war? 

These  articles  were  brought  in  against  him,  with  a  design 
either  to  humble  Marcius,  and  show  his  submission,  if, 
contrary  to  his  nature,  he  should  now  court  and  sue  the 
people;  or,  if  he  should  follow  his  natural  disposition, 
which  they  rather  expected  fi'om  their  judgment  of  his 
character,  then  that  he  might  thus  make  the  breach  final 
between  himself  and  the  people. 

He  came,  therefore,  as  it  were,  to  make  his  apology,  and 
clear  himself;  in  which  belief  the  people  kept  silence,  and 
gave  him  a  quiet  hearing.  But  when,  instead  of  the  sub- 
missive and  deprecatory  language  expected  from  iiim,  he 
began  to  use  not  only  an  offensive  kind  of  freedom,  seem- 
ing rather  to  accuse  than  apologize,  but,  as  well  by  the 
tone  of  his  voice  as  the  air  of  his  countenance,  displayed  a 
security  that  was  not  far  from  disdain  and  contempt  of 
them,  the  whole  multitude  then  became  angry,  and  giive 
evident  signs  of  impatience  and  disgust;  and  Sicinnius, 
the  most  violent  of  the  tribunes,  after  a  little  private  con 
ference  with  his  colleagues,  i)roceeded  solemnly  to  pr& 
nounce  before  them  all,  that  Marcius  was  condemned  to 
(lie  by  the  tribunes  of  the  people,  and  bid  the  ^Ediles  take 
him  to  the  Tarpeian  rock,  and  without  delay  throw  him 
headlong  from  the  precipice.    When  they,  however,  in 
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alM  compliance  with  the  order,  came  to  seize  upon  his  body, 
fc'  many,  even  of  the  plebeian  party,  felt  it  to  be  a  horrible 
■xj-  and  extravagant  act;  the  patricians,  meantime,  wholly 
■:i  beside  themselves  with  distress  and  horror,  hurried  up 
ii^;  with  cries  to  the  rescue;  and  while  some  made  actual 
5    use  of  their  hands  to  hinder  the  arrest,  and  surrounding 
Marcius,  got  him  in  among  them,  others,  as  in  so  great  a 
jj,  tumult  no  good  could  be  done  by  words,  stretched  out 
theirs,  beseeching  the  multitude  that  they  would  not  pro- 
ceed to  such  furious  extremities ;  and  at  length,  the  friends 
and  acquaintance  of  the  tribunes,  wisely  perceiving  how 
J    impossible  it  would  be  to  carry  off  Marcius  to  punishment 
J,    without  much  bloodshed  and  slaughter  of  the  nobility, 
persuaded  them  to  forbear  everything  unusual  and  odious  ; 
not  to  despatch  him  by  any  sudden  violence,  or  without 
regular  process,  but  refer  the  cause  to  the  general  suffrage 
of  the  people.   Sicinnius  then,  after  a  little  pause,  turning 
'    to  the  patricians,  demanded  what  their  meaning  was,  thus 
'J.^  forcibly  to  rescue  Marcius  out  of  the  people's  hands,  as 
they  were  going  to  punish  him ;  when  it  was  replied  by 
them,  on  the  other  side,  and  the  question  put,  "  Rather, 
how  came  it  into  your  minds,  and  what  is  it  you  design, 
thus  to  drag  one  of  the  worthiest  men  of  Rome,  without 
,'■  trial,  to  a  barbarous  and  illegal  execution  ?  "  "  Very  well," 
said  Sicinnius,  "  you  shall  have  no  ground  in  this  respect 
for  quarrel  or  complaint  against  the  people.    The  people 
grant  your  request,  and  your  partisan  shall  be  tried.  We 
"    appoint  you,  Marcius,"  directing  his  speech  to  him,  "  the 
^    third  market-day  ensuing,  to  appear  and  defend  yourself, 
and  to  try  if  you  can  satisfy  the  Roman  citizens  of  your 
•^V  innocence,  who  will  then  judge  your  case  by  vote."  The 
patricians  were  content  with  such  a  truce  and  respite 
for  that  time,  and  gladly  returned  home,  having  for  the 
•     present  brought  oft"  Marcius  in  safety, 
ti*''    During  the  interval  before  the  appointed  time  (for  the 
••ij '  Romans  hold  their  sessions  every  ninth  day,  which  from 
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that  cause  are  called  numlince  in  Latin),  a  war  fell  out 
with  the  Antiates,  likely  to  be  of  some  continuance,  which 
gave  them  hope  they  might  one  way  or  other  elude  the 
judgment.  The  people,  they  presumed,  would  become 
tractable,  and  their  indignation  lessen  and  languish  by 
degrees  in  so  long  a  space,  if  occupation  and  war  did  not 
wholly  put  it  out  of  their  mind.  But  when,  contrary  to 
expectation,  they  made  a  speedy  agreement  with  the  people 
of  Antium,  and  the  army  came  back  to  Rome,  the  patricians 
were  again  in  great  perplexity,  and  had  frequent  meetings 
to  consider  how  things  might  be  arranged,  without  either 
abandoning  Marcius,  or  yet  giving  occasion  to  the  popular 
orators  to  create  new  disorders.  Appius  Claudius,  whom 
they  counted  among  the  senators  most  averse  to  the 
popular  interest,  made  a  solemn  declaration,  and  told  them 
beforehand,  that  the  senate  would  utterly  destroy  itself 
and  betray  the  government,  if  they  should  once  suffer  the 
people  to  assume  the  authority  of  pronouncing  sentence 
upon  any  of  the  patricians ;  but  the  oldest  senators  and 
most  favorable  to  the  people  maintained,  on  the  other  side, 
that  the  people  would  not  be  so  harsh  and  severe  upon 
them,  as  some  were  pleased  to  imagine,  but  rather  become 
more  gentle  and  humane  upon  the  concession  of  that 
power,  since  it  was  not  contempt  of  the  senate,  but  the 
impression  of  being  contemned  by  it,  which  made  them 
pretend  to  such  a  prerogative.  Let  that  be  once  allowed 
them  as  a  mark  of  respect  and  kind  feeling,  and  the  mere 
possession  of  this  power  of  voting  would  at  once  dispossess 
them  of  their  animosity. 

When,  therefore,  Marcius  saw  that  the  senate  was  In 
pain  and  suspense  upon  his  account,  divided,  as  it  were, 
betwixt  their  kindness  for  him  and  their  apprehensions 
from  the  people,  he  desired  to  know  of  the  tribunes  what 
the  crimes  were  they  intended  to  charge  him  with,  and 
what  the  heads  of  the  indictment  they  would  oblige  hira 
to  plead  to  before  the  people  ;  and  being  told  by  them  that 
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be  was  to  be  impeached  for  attempting  usurpation,  and  that 
they  would  prove  him  guilty  of  designing  to  establish  ar- 
bitrary government,  stepping  forth  upon  this,  "  Let  me  go 
then,"  he  said,  "to  clear  myself  from  that  imputation  be- 
fore an  assembly  of  them  ;  I  freelj"^  offer  myself  to  any  sort 
of  trial,  nor  do  I  refuse  any  kind  of  punishment  what- 
soever; only,"  he  continued,  "  let  what  you  now  mention  be 
really  made  my  accusation,  and  do  not  you  play  false  with 
the  senate."  On  their  consenting  to  these  terms,  he  came 
to  his  trial.  But  when  the  people  met  together,  the  tribunes, 
contrary  to  all  former  practice,  extorted  first,  that  votes 
should  be  taken,  not  by  centuries,  but  tribes ;  a  change,  by 
which  the  indigent  and  factious  rabble,  that  had  no  respect 
for  honesty  and  justice,  would  be  sure  to  carry  it  against 
those  who  were  rich  and  well  known,  and  accustomed  to  serve 
the  state  in  war.  In  the  next  place,  whereas  they  had  en- 
gaged to  prosecute  Marcius  upon  no  other  head  but  that  of 
tyranny,  which  could  never  be  made  out  against  him,  they 
relinquished  this  plea,  and  urged  instead,  his  language  in 
the  senate  against  an  abasement  of  the  price  of  corn,  and  for 
the  overthrow  of  the  tribunician  power ;  adding  further,  as 
a  new  impeachment,  the  distribution  that  was  made  by 
him  of  the  spoil  and  booty  he  had  taken  from  the  Antiates, 
when  he  overran  their  country,  which  he  had  divided 
among  those  that  had  followed  him,  whereas  it  ought  rather 
to  have  been  brought  into  the  public  treasury ;  which  last 
accusation  did,  they  say,  more  discompose  Marcius  than  all 
the  rest,  as  he  had  not  anticipated  he  should  ever  be 
questioned  on  that  subject,  and,  therefore,  was  less  provided 
with  any  satisfactory  answer  to  it  on  the  sudden.  And 
when,  by  way  of  excuse,  he  began  to  magnify  the  merits 
jf  those  who  had  been  partakers  with  him  in  the  action, 
those  that  had  stayed  at  home,  being  more  numerous  than 
;he  other,  interrupted  him  with  outcries.  In  conclusion, 
ivhen  they  came  to  vote,  a  majority  of  three  tribes  con 
lemned  him;  the  penalty  being  perpetual  banishment 
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The  sentence  of  bis  condemnation  being  pronounced,  the 
people  went  away  with  greater  triumph  and  exultation 
than  they  bad  ever  shown  for  any  victory  over  enemies; 
while  the  senate  was  in  grief  and  deep  dejection,  repenting 
now  and  vexed  to  the  soul  that  they  had  not  done  and  suf 
fered  all  things  rather  than  give  way  to  the  insolence  ot 
the  people,  and  permit  them  to  assume  and  abuse  so  great 
an  authority.  There  was  no  need  then  to  look  at  men's 
dresses,  or  other  marks  of  distinction,  to  know  one  from 
another:  any  one  who  was  glad  was,  beyond  all  doubt, a 
plebeian,  any  one  who  looked  sorrowful,  a  patrician. 

Marcius  alone,  himself,  was  neither  stunned  nor  humili- 
ated. In  mien,  carriage,  and  countenance,  he  bore  the  ap 
pearance  of  entire  composure,  and  while  all  his  friends  were 
full  of  distress,  seemed  the  only  man  that  was  not  touched 
with  his  misfortune.  Not  that  either  reflection  taught  hiui, 
or  gentleness  of  temper  made  it  natural  for  him,  to  submit 
be  was  wholly  possessed,  on  the  contrary,  with  a  profound 
and  deep-seated  fury,  which  passes  with  many  for  no  paiu 
at  all.  And  pain,  it  is  true,  transmuted,  so  to  say,  by  its 
own  fiery  heat  into  anger,  loses  every  appearance  of  depres- 
sion and  feebleness  ;  the  angry  man  makes  a  show  c*  energy, 
as  the  man  in  a  high  fever  does  of  natural  heat  while,  in 
fact,  all  this  action  of  the  soul  is  but  mere  diseased  palpita- 
tion, distension,  and  inflammation.  Tbat  such  was  his 
distempered  state  appeared  presently  plainly  enough  in  his 
actions.  On  his  return  home,  after  saluting  his  mother 
and  his  wife,  who  were  all  in  tears  and  full  of  loud  lamen- 
tations, and  exhorting  them  to  moderate  the  sense  they  had 
of  his  calamity,  he  proceeded  at  once  to  tbe  city  gates, 
wbitlier  all  the  nobility  came  to  attend  him ;  and  so  not  so 
much  as  taking  anything  with  him,  or  making  any  request 
to  the  company,  he  departed  from  them,  having  only  three 
or  four  clients  with  him.  He  continued  solitary  for  a  few 
days  In  a  place  in  tbe  country,  distracted  with  a  variety  of 
counsels,  such  as  rage  and  indignation  suggested  to  him- 
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and  proposing  to  himself  no  honorable  or  useful  end,  hut 
only  how  he  might  best  satisfy  his  revenge  on  the  Romans, 
lie  resolved  at  length  to  raise  up  a  heavy  war  against  them 
from  their  nearest  neighbors.  He  determined,  first  to  raake 
trial  of  the  Volscians,  whom  he  knew  to  be  still  vigorous 
and  flourishing,  both  in  men  and  treasure,  and  he  imagined 
their  force  and  power  was  not  so  much  abated  as  their  spite 
and  anger  increased,  by  the  late  overthrows  they  had  re- 
ceived  from  the  Romans. 

There  was  a  man  of  Antium,  called  Tullus  Aufidius,  whoi 
for  his  wealth  and  bravery  and  the  splendor  of  his  family, 
had  the  respect  and  privilege  of  a  king  among  the  Vol- 
sians,  but  whom  Marcius  knew  to  have  a  particular  hostility 
to  himself,  above  all  other  Romans.  Frequent  menaces 
and  challenges  had  passed  in  battle  between  them,  and 
those  exchanges  of  defiance  to  which  their  hot  and 
eager  emulati>„n  is  apt  to  prompt  young  soldiers  had  added 
private  animosity  to  their  national  feelings  of  opposition. 
Yet  for  all  this,  considering  Tullus  to  have  a  certain  gen- 
erosity of  temper,  and  knowing  that  no  Volscian,  so  much 
as  he,  desired  an  occasion  to  requite  upon  the  Romans  the 
evils  they  had  done,  he  did  what  much  confirms  the  saying, 
that 

Hard  and  unequal  Is  with  wrath  the  strife, 
Which  makes  us  buy  its  pleasure  with  our  lite. 

Putting  on  such  a  dress  as  would  make  him  appear  to  any 
whom  he  might  meet  most  unlike  what  he  really  was,  like 
Dlysses, — 

The  town  he  entered  of  his  mortal  foes. 

His  arrival  at  Antium  was  about  evening,  and,  though 
several  met  him  in  the  streets,  yet  he  passed  along  without 
being  known  to  any  and  went  directly  to  the  house  of  Tullus, 
and,  entering  undiscovered,  and  went  up  to  the  fire-hearth, 
and  seated  himself  there  without  speaking  a  word,  covering 
up  his  head.   Those  of  the  family  could  not  but  won- 
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tier,  and  yet  they  were  afraid  either  to  raise  or  question 
him,  for  there  was  a  certain  air  of  majesty  both  in  his  post- 
lire  and  silence,  but  they  recounted  to  Tullus,  being  then 
at  supper,  the  strangeness  of  this  accident.  He  iinmedi- 
ately  rose  from  table  and  came  in,  and  asked  who  he  was, 
and  for  what  business  he  came  thither  ;  and  then  Mar- 
cius,  unmuffling  himself,  and  pausing  awhile,  "If,"  said 
he,  "  you  cannot  call  me  to  mind,  Tullus,  or  do  not  believe 
your  eyes  concerning  me,  I  must  of  necessity  be  my  own 
accuser.  I  am  Cains  Marcius,  the  author  of  so  much 
mischief  to  the  Volscians  ;  of  which,  were  I  seeking  to 
deny  it,  the  surname  of  Coriolanus  I  now  bear  would  be 
a  sufficient  evidence  against  me.  The  one  recompense  I 
have  received  for  all  the  hardships  and  perils  I  have  gone 
through  was  the  title  that  proclaims  my  enmity  to  your 
nation,  and  this  is  the  only  thing  which  is  still  left  me. 
Of  all  other  advantages,  I  have  been  stripped  and  deprived 
by  the  envy  and  outrage  of  the  Koman  people,  and  tiie 
cowardice  and  treachery  of  the  magistrates  and  those  of 
my  own  order.  I  am  driven  out  as  an  exile,  and  become  an 
humble  suppliant  at  your  hearth,  not  so  much  for  safety  and 
protection  (should  I  have  come  hither,  had  I  been  afraid  to 
die  ?)  as  to  seek  vengeance  against  those  that  expelled  me ; 
which,  methiuks,  I  have  already  obtained,  by  putting  my- 
self into  your  hands.  If,  therefore,  you  have  really  a  mind 
to  attack  your  enemies,  come  then,  make  use  of  that  afflic- 
tion you  see  me  in  to  assist  the  enterprise,  and  convert  my 
personal  infelicity  into  a  common  blessing  to  the  Volscians ; 
as,  indeed,  I  am  likely  to  be  more  serviceable  in  fighting 
for  than  against  you,  with  the  advantage  which  1  now 
possess,  of  knowing  all  the  secrets  of  the  enemy  that  I  am 
attacking.  Bat  if  you  decline  to  make  any  further  attempts 
I  am  neither  desirous  to  live  myself,  nor  will  it  be  well  in 
you  to  preserve  a  person  wlio  has  been  your  rival  and 
adversary  of  old,  and  now,  when  lie  offers  you  his  service, 
appears  unprofitable  and  useless  to  you." 
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Tullus,  on  hearing  this,  was  extremly  rejoiced,  and  giv- 
tag  him  his  right  hand,  exclaimed,  "  Rise,  Marcius,  and  be 
of  good  courage ;  it  is  a  great  happiness  you  bring  to  An- 
tium,  in  the  present  you  make  use  of  yourself ;  expect  every- 
thing that  is  good  from  the  Volscians."  He  then  proceeded 
to  feast  and  entertain  him  with  every  display  of  kindness, 
and  for  several  days  after  they  were  in  close  deliberation 
together  on  the  prospects  of  a  war. 

While  this  design  was  forming,  there  were  great  troubles 
and  commotions  at  Rome,  from  the  animosity  of  the  sena- 
tors against  the  people,  heightened  just  now  by  the  late  con- 
demnation of  Marcius.    Besides  that  their  soothsayers  and 
priests,  and  even  private  persons  reported  signs  and  prodi- 
gies not  to  be  neglected ;  one  of  which  is  stated  to  have 
occurred  as  follows :  Titus  Latinus,  a  man  of  ordinary  condi- 
tion, but  of  a  quiet  and  virtuous  character,  free  from  all 
superstitious  fancies,  and  yet  more  from  vanity  and  exagger- 
ation, had  an  apparition  in  his  sleep,  as  if  Jupiter  came  and 
bade  him  tell  the  senate,  that  it  was  with  a  bad  and  unaccept- 
able dancer  that  they  had  headed  his  procession.  Having 
beheld  the  vision,  he  said,  he  did  not  much  attend  to  it  at 
the  first  appearance  ;  but  after  he  had  seen  and  slighted  it 
a  second  and  third  time,  he  had  lost  a  hopeful  son,  and  was 
himself  struck  with  a  palsy.    He  was  brought  into  the 
senate  on  a  litter  to  tell  this,  and  the  story  goes  that  he  had 
no  sooner  delivered  his  message  there,  but  he  at  once  felt 
his  strength  return  and  got  upon  his  legs,  and  went  home 
alone  without  need  of  any  support.   The  senators,  in 
wonder  and  surprise,  made  a  diligent  search  into  the  matter. 
That  which  his  dream  alluded  to  was  this :  some  citizen 
had,  for  some  heinous  offence,  given  up  a  servant  of 
his  to  the  rest  of  his  fellows  with  charge  to  whip 
him  first  through  the  market,  and  then  to  kill  him ;  and 
while  they  were  executing  this  command,  and  scourging 
the  wretch,  who  screwed  and  turned  himself  into  all  manner 
of  shapes  and  unseemly  motions,  through  the  pain  he 


28 


PLUTAIiCii'S  LIVES. 


was  in,  the  solemn  procession  in  honor  of  Jupiter  chanced 
to  follow  at  their  heels.  Several  of  the  attendants  on  which 
were,  indeed,  scandalized  at  the  sight,  yet  no  one  of  them 
interfered,  or  acted  further  in  the  matter  than  merely  to 
utter  some  common  reproaches  and  execrations  on  a  master 
who  inflicted  so  cruel  a  punishment.  For  the  Romans 
treated  their  slaves  with  great  humanity  in  these  times, 
when,  working  and  laboring  themselves,  and  living  together 
among  them,  they  naturally  were  more  gentle  and  famil. 
iar  with  them.  It  was  one  of  the  severest  punishments 
for  a  slave  who  had  committed  a  fault  to  have  to  take  the 
piece  of  wood  which  supports  the  pole  of  a  wagon,  and  carry 
it  about  through  the  neighborhood ;  a  slave  who  had  once 
undergone  the  shame  of  this,  and  been  thus  seen  by  the 
household  and  the  neighbors,  had  no  longer  any  trust  or 
credit  among  them,  and  had  the  name  of  furdfer  /  f urea 
being  the  Latin  word  for  a  prop,  or  support. 

When,  therefore,  Latinus  had  related  his  dream,  and  the 
senators  were  considering  who  this  disagreeable  and  un- 
gahily  dancer  could  be,  some  of  the  company,  having  been 
struck  with  the  strangeness  of  the  punishment,  called  to 
mind  and  mentioned  the  miserable  slave  who  was  lashed 
through  the  streets  and  afterwards  put  to  death.  The 
priests,  when  consulted,  confirmed  the  conjecture;  the 
master  was  punished ;  and  orders  given  for  a  new  celebra- 
tion of  the  procession  and  the  spectacles  in  honor  of  the 
god.  Numa,  in  other  respects  also  a  wise  arranger  of  re- 
ligious offices,  would  seem  to  have  been  especially  judicious 
in  his  direction,  with  a  view  to  the  attentiyeness  of  the 
people,  that,  when  the  magistrates  or  priests  performed  any 
divine  worship,  a  herald  should  go  before,  and  proclaim  with 
a  loud  voice,  Bbc  age.  Do  this  you  are  about,  and  so 
warn  them  to  mind  whatever  sacred  action  they  were  en- 
gaged in,  and  not  suffer  any  business  or  worldly  avocation 
to  disturb  and  interrupt  it ;  most  of  the  things  which  men 
do  of  this  kind  being  in  a  manner  forced  from  them,  au(> 
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effected  by  constraint.  It  is  usual  with  the  Romans  to 
recommence  their  sacrifices  and  processions  and  spectacles, 
not  only  upon  such  a  cause  as  this,  but  for  any  slighter 
reason.  If  but  one  of  the  horses  which  drew  the  chariots 
called  Tensce,  upon  which  the  images  of  their  gods  were 
placed,  happened  to  fail  and  falter,  or  if  the  driver  took  hold 
of  the  reins  with  his  left  hand,  they  would  decree  that  the 
whole  operation  should  commence  anew  ;  and,  in  latter  ages, 
one  and  the  same  sacrifice  was  performed  thirty  times  over, 
because  of  the  occurrence  of  some  defect  or  mistake  or  acci- 
dent in  the  service.  Such  was  the  Roman  reverence  and 
caution  in  religious  matters. 

Marcius  and  Tullus  were  now  secretly  discoursing  of 
their  project  with  the  chief  men  of  Antium,  advising  them 
to  invade  the  Romans  while  they  were  at  variance  among 
themselves.  And  when  shame  appeared  to  hinder  them 
from  embracing  the  motion,  as  they  had  sworn  to  a  truce 
and  cessation  of  arms  for  the  space  of  two  years,  the 
Romans  themselves  soon  furnished  them  with  a  pretence, 
by  making  proclamation,  out  of  some  jealousy  or  slander 
ous  report,  in  the  midst  of  the  spectacles,  that  all  the 
Volscians  who  had  come  to  see  them  should  depart  the  city 
before  sunset.  Some  affirm  that  this  was  a  contrivance  of 
Marcius,  who  sent  a  man  privately  to  the  consuls,  falsely 
to  accuse  the  Volscians  of  intending  to  fall  upon  the 
Romans  during  the  games,  and  to  set  the  city  on  fire.  This 
public  affront  roused  and  inflamed  their  hostility  to  the 
Romans ;  and  Tullus,  perceiving  it,  made  his  advantage  of 
it,  aggravating  the  fact,  and  working  on  their  indignation, 
till  he  persuaded  them,  at  last,  to  despatch  ambassadors  to 
Rome,  requiring  the  Romans  to  restore  that  part  of  their 
country  and  those  towns  which  they  had  taken  from  the 
Volscians  in  the  late  war.  When  the  Romans  heard  the 
message,  they  indignantly  replied,  that  the  Volscians  were 
the  first  that  took  up  arms,  but  the  Romans  would  be  the 
last  to  lay  them  down.   This  answer  being  brought  baclsi 
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TuUus  called  a  general  assembly  of  the  Volscians ;  and  the 
vote  passing  for  a  war,  he  then  proposed  that  they  should 
call  in  Marcius,  laying  aside  the  remembrance  of  former 
grudges,  and  assuring  themselves  that  the  services  they 
should  now  receive  from  him  as  a  friend  and  associate 
would  abundantly  outweigh  any  harm  or  d-amage  he  had 
done  them  when  he  was  their  enemy.  Marcius  was  ac- 
cordingly summoned,  and  having  made  his  entrance,  and 
spoken  to  the  people,  won  their  good  opinion  of  his  capac- 
ity, his  skill,  counsel,  and  boldness,  not  less  by  his  pres- 
ent words  than  by  his  past  actions.  They  joined  him  in 
commission  with  TuUus,  to  have  full  power  as  the  gen- 
eral of  their  forces  in  all  that  related  to  the  war.  And 
he,  fearing  lest  the  time  that  would  be  requisite  to  bring 
all  the  Volscians  together  in  full  preparation  might  be  so 
long  as  to  lose  him  the  opportunity  of  action,  left  order 
with  the  chief  persons  and  magistrates  of  the  city  to 
provide  other  things,  while  he  himself,  prevailing  ujwn 
the  most  forward  to  assemble  and  march  out  with  him 
as  volunteers  without  staying  to  be  enrolled,  made  a  sud- 
den inroad  into  the  Roman  confines,  when  nobody  ex 
pected  him,  and  possessed  himself  of  so  much  booty,  that 
the  Volscians  found  they  had  more  than  they  could  either 
carry  away  or  use  in  the  camp.  The  abundance  of  provi- 
sion which  he  gained,  and  the  waste  and  havoc  of  the 
country  which  he  made,  were,  however,  of  themselves  and 
in  his  account,  the  smallest  results  of  that  invasion ;  the  great 
mischief  he  intended,  and  his  special  object  in  all,  was  t& 
increase  at  Rome  the  suspicions  entertained  of  tlie  patri- 
cians, and  to  make  them  upon  worse  terms  with  the  people. 
With  this  view,  while  spoiling  all  the  fields  and  destroy 
ing  the  property  of  other  men,  he  took  special  care  to  pre 
serve  their  farms  and  lands  untouched,  and  would  not  allow 
his  soldiers  to  ravage  there,  or  seize  upon  anything  which 
belonged  to  them.  From  hence  their  invectives  and 
quarrels  against  one  another  broke  out  afresh,  and  rose  to 
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a  greater  height  than  ever ;  the  senators  reproaching  those 
of  the  commonalty  with  their  late  injustice  to  Marcius ; 
while  the  plebeians,  on  their  side,  did  not  hesitate  to  ac- 
cuse them  of  having,  out  of  spite  and  revenge,  solicited 
him  to  this  enterprise,  and  thus,  when  others  were  involved 
in  the  miseries  of  a  war  by  their  means,  they  sat  like  un- 
concerned spectators,  as  being  furnished  with  a  guardian 
and  protector  abroad  of  their  wealth  and  fortunes,  in  the 
very  person  of  the  public  enemy.  After  this  incursion 
and  exploit,  which  was  of  great  advantage  to  the  Volscians, 
as  they  learned  by  it  to  grow  more  hardy  and  to  contemn 
their  enemy,  Marcius  drew  them  off,  and  returned  in 
safety. 

But  when  the  whole  strength  of  the  Volscians  was 
brought  together  in  the  field,  with  great  expedition  and 
alacrity,  it  appeared  so  considerable  a  body,  that  they 
agreed  to  leave  part  in  garrison,  for  the  security  of  their 
towns,  and  with  the  other  part  to  march  against  the 
Romans.  Marcius  now  desired  Tullus  to  choose  which  of 
the  two  charges  would  be  most  agreeable  to  him.  Tullus 
answered  that  since  he  knew  Marcius  to  be  equally  valiant 
with  himself,  and  far  more  fortunate,  he  would  have  him 
take  the  command  of  those  that  were  going  out  to  the  war, 
while  he  made  it  his  care  to  defend  their  cities  at  home, 
and  provide  all  conveniences  for  the  army  abroad.  Marcius 
thus  reinforced,  and  much  stronger  than  before,  moved  first 
towards  the  city  called  Circseum,  a  Roman  colony.  He 
received  its  surrender  and  did  the  inhabitants  no  injury ; 
passing  thence,  he  entered  and  laid  waste  the  country  of  the 
Latins,  where  he  expected  the  Romans  would  meet  him,  as 
the  Latins  were  their  confederates  and  allies,  and  had  often 
sent  to  demand  succors  from  them.  The  people,  however, 
on  their  part,  showing  little  inclination  for  the  service,  and 
the  consuls  themselves  being  unwilling  to  run  the  hazard 
of  a  battle,  when  the  time  of  their  ofQ.ce  was  almost  ready 
to  expire,  they  dismissed  the  Latin  ambassadors  without 
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any  effect ;  so  that  Marcius,  finding  no  army  to  oppose  him, 
marched  up  to  tlieir  cities,  and  liaving  taken  by  forc« 
Toleria,  Lavici,  Peda,  and  Bola,  all  of  which  offered  resis^ 
ance,  not  only  plundered  their  houses,  but  made  a  prey 
likewise  of  their  persons.  Meantime  he  showed  particulai 
regard  for  all  such  as  came  over  to  his  party,  and,  for  feat 
they  might  sustain  any  damage  against  his  will,  encamped 
at  the  greatest  distance  he  could,  and  wholly  abstained 
from  the  lands  of  their  property. 

After,  however,  that  he  had  made  himself  master  of  Bola, 
a  town  not  above  ten  miles  from  Rome,  where  he  found 
great  treasure,  and  put  almost  ail  the  adults  to  the  sword; 
and  when  on  this,  the  other  Volscians  that  were  ordered  tc 
stay  behind  and  protect  their  cities,  hearing  of  his  achieve- 
ments and  success,  had  not  patience  to  remain  any  longei 
at  home,  but  came  hastening  in  their  arms  to  Marcius,  say- 
ing that  he  alone  was  their  general  and  the  sole  commandei 
they  would  own ;  with  all  this,  his  name  and  renown  spread 
throughout  all  Italy,  and  universal  wonder  prevailed  at  the 
sudden  and  mighty  revolution  ia  the  fortunes  of  two  nations 
which  the  loss  and  the  accession  of  a  single  man  had 
effected. 

All  at  Rome  was  in  great  disorder ;  they  were  utterly 
averse  from  fighting,  and  spent  their  whole  time  in  cabals 
and  disputes  and  reproaches  against  each  other ;  until  news 
was  brought  that  the  enemy  had  laid  close  siege  to  Lavin- 
ium,  where  were  the  images  and  sacred  things  of  their  tute- 
lar gods,  and  from  whence  they  derived  the  origin  of  their 
nation,  that  being  the  first  city  which  ^neas  built  in  Italy. 
These  tidings  produced  a  change  as  universal  as  it  was 
extraordinary  in  the  thoughts  and  inclinations  of  the  people, 
but  occasioned  a  yet  stranger  revulsion  of  feelings  among 
the  patricians.  The  people  now  were  for  repealing  the 
sentence  against  Marcius,  and  calling  him  back  into  the 
city ;  whereas  the  senate,  being  assembled  to  preconsider 
the  decree,  opposed  and  finally  rejected  the  proposal,  eithei 
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out  of  the  mere  humor  of  contradicting  and  withstanding 
the  people  in  whatever  they  should  desire,  or  because  they 
were  unwilling,  perhaps,  that  he  should  own  his  restoration 
to  their  kindness ;  or  having  now  conceived  a  displeasure 
against  Marcius  himself,  who  was  bringing  distress  upon 
all  alike,  though  he  had  not  been  ill-treated  by  all,  and 
was  become  a  declared  enemy  to  his  whole  country,  though 
he  knew  well  enough  that  the  principal  and  all  the  better 
men  condoled  with  him  and  suffered  in  his  injuries. 

This  resolution  of  theirs  being  made  public,  the  people 
could  proceed  no  further,  having  no  authority  to  pass  any- 
thing by  suffrage,  and  enact  it  for  a  law,  without  a  pre- 
vious decree  from  the  senate.  When  Marcius  heard  of 
this,  he  was  more  exasperated  than  ever,  and,  quitting  the 
siege  of  Lavinium,  marched  furiously  towards  Rome,  and 
encamped  at  a  place  called  the  Cluilian  ditches,  about  five 
miles  from  the  city.  The  nearness  of  his  approach  did, 
indeed,  create  much  terror  and  disturbance,  yet  it  also  ended 
their  dissensions  for  the  present ;  as  nobody  now,  whether 
consul  or  senator,  durst  any  longer  contradict  the  people 
in  their  design  of  recalling  Marcius ;  but,  seeing  their 
women  running  affrighted  up  and  down  the  streets,  and 
the  old  men  at  prayer  in  every  temple  with  tears  and  sup- 
plications, and  that,  in  short,  there  was  a  general  absence 
among  them  both  of  courage  and  wisdom  to  provide-  for 
their  own  safety,  they  came  at  last  to  be  all  of  one  mind, 
that  the  people  had  been  in  the  right  to  propose  as  they 
did  a  reconciliation  Avith  Marcius,  and  that  the  senate  was 
guilty  of  a  fatal  error  to  begin  a  quarrel  with  him  when 
it  was  a  time  to  forget  offences,  and  they  should  have 
studied  rather  to  appease  him.  It  was,  therefore,  unani- 
mously agreed  by  all  parties,  that  ambassadors  should  be 
despatched,  oftering  him  return  to  his  country,  and  desir- 
ing he  would  free  them  from  the  terrors  and  distresses  of 
the  war.  The  persons  sent  by  the  senate  with  this  mes- 
sage were  chosen  out  ol  his  kindred  and  acquaintance,  who 
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naturally  expected  a  very  kind  reception  at  their  first  inter 
view,  upon  the  score  of  that  relation  and  their  old  famil. 
iarity  and  friendship  with  him ;  in  which,  however,  they 
•were  much  mistaken.  Being  led  through  the  enemy's 
camp,  they  found  him  sitting  in  state  amidst  the  chief  men 
of  the  Volscians,  looking  insupportably  proud  and  arrogant. 
He  bade  them  declare  the  cause  of  their  coming,  which  they 
did  in  the  most  gentle  and  tender  terms,  and  with  a  be- 
havior suitable  to  their  language.  When  they  had  made 
an  end  of  speaking,  he  returned  them  a  sharp  answer,  full 
of  bitterness  and  angry  resentment,  as  to  what  concerned 
himself  and  the  ill-usage  he  had  received  from  them ;  but 
as  general  of  the  Volscians,  he  demanded  restitution  of  the 
cities  and  the  lands  which  had  been  seized  upon  during  the 
late  war,  and  that  the  same  rights  and  franchises  should 
be  granted  them  at  Rome,  which  had  been  before  accorded 
to  the  Latins ;  since  there  could  be  no  assurance  that  a 
peace  would  be  firm  and  lasting  without  fair  and  just 
conditions  on  both  sides.  He  allowed  them  thirty  days  to 
consider  and  resolve. 

The  ambassadors  being  departed,  he  withdrew  his  forces 
out  of  the  Roman  territory.  This,  those  of  the  Volscians 
who  had  long  envied  his  reputation,  and  could  not  endure 
to  see  the  influence  he  had  with  the  people,  laid  hold  of,  as 
the  first  matter  of  complaint  against  him.  Among  thera 
was  also  Tullus  himself,  not  for  any  Avrong  done  him  per- 
sonally by  Marcius,  but  through  the  weakness  incident  to 
human  nature.  He  could  not  help  feeling  mortified  to  find 
his  own  glory  thus  totally  obscured,  and  himself  overlooked 
and  neglected  now  by  the  Volscians,  who  had  so  great  an 
opinion  of  their  new  leader,  that  he  alone  was  all  to  them, 
while  other  captains,  they  thought,  should  be  content  with 
that  share  of  power  which  he  might  think  fit  to  accord. 
From  hence  the  first  seeds  of  complaint  and  accusation 
were  scattered  about  in  secret,  and  the  malcontents  met 
and  heightened  each  other's  indignation,  saying,  that  to 
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retreat  as  he  did,  was  in  effect  to  betray  and  deliver  up, 
though  not  their  cities  and  their  arms,  yet  what  was  as 
bad,  the  ci'itical  times  and  opportunities  for  action,  on  which 
depend  the  preservation  or  the  loss  of  everything  else ; 
since  in  less  than  thirty  days'  space,  for  which  lie  had 
given  a  respite  from  the  war,  there  might  happen  the 
greatest  changes  in  the  world.  Yet  Marcius  spent  not  any 
part  of  the  time  idly,  but  attacked  the  confederates  of  the 
enemy,  ravaged  their  land,  and  took  from  them  seven  great 
and  populous  cities  in  that  interval.  The  Romans,  in  the 
meanwhile,  durst  not  venture  out  to  their  relief ;  but  were 
utterly  fearful,  and  showed  no  more  disposition  or  capacity 
for  action,  than  if  their  bodies  had  been  struck  with  a  palsy, 
and  become  destitute  of  sense  and  motion.  But  when  the 
thirty  days  were  expired,  and  Marcius  appeared  again  with 
his  whole  army,  they  sent  another  embassy  to  beseech  him 
that  he  would  moderate  his  displeasure  and  would  with- 
draw the  Volscian  army,  and  then  make  any  proposals  he 
thought  best  for  both  parties ;  the  Romans  would  make  no 
concessions  to  mcEaces,  but  if  it  were  his  opinion  that  the 
Volscians  ought  to  have  any  favor  shown  them,  upon  lay- 
ing down  their  arms  they  might  obtain  all  they  could  in 
reason  desire. 

The  reply  of  Marcius  was,  that  he  should  make  no  an- 
swer to  this  as  general  of  the  Yolscians,  but,  in  the  quality 
still  of  a  Roman  citizen,  he  would  advise  and  exhort  them, 
as  the  case  stood,  not  to  carry  it  so  high,  but  think  rather 
of  just  compliance,  and  return  to  him,  before  three  days 
were  at  an  end,  with  a  ratification  of  his  previous  demands  ; 
otherwise,  they  must  understand  that  they  could  not  have 
any  further  freedom  of  passing  through  his  camp  upon  idle 
errands. 

When  the  ambassadors  were  come  back,  and  had  ac- 
quainted the  senate  with  the  answer,  seeing  the  whole  state 
now  threatened  as  it  were  by  a  tempest,  and  the  waves 
ready  to  overwhelm  them,  they  were  forced,  as  we  say  in 
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extreme  perils,  to  let  down  the  sacred  anchor.  A  decree 
was  made,  that  the  whole  order  of  their  priests,  those  who 
initiated  in  the  mysteries  or  had  the  custody  of  them,  and 
those  who,  according  to  the  ancient  practice  of  the  country, 
divined  from  birds,  should  all  and  every  one  of  theingoiii 
full  procession  to  Marcius  w  ith  their  pontifical  array,  and 
the  dress  and  habit  which  they  respectively  used  in  their 
several  functions,  and  should  urge  him,  as  before,  to  with- 
draw his  forces,  and  then  treat  with  his  countrymen  in 
favor  of  the  Volscians.  lie  consented  so  far,  indeed,  as  to 
give  the  deputation  an  admittance  into  his  camp,  but 
granted  nothing  at  all,  nor  so  much  as  expressed  himself 
more  mildly ;  but  without  capitulating  or  receding,  bade 
them  once  for  all  choose  whether  they  would  yield  or  fight, 
since  the  old  terms  were  the  only  terms  of  peace.  When 
this  solemn  application  proved  ineffectual,  the  priests,  tm, 
returning  unsuccessful,  they  determined  to  sit  still  within 
the  city,  and  keep  watch  about  their  walls,  intending  only 
to  repulse  the  enemy,  should  he  offer  to  attack  them,  and 
placing  their  hopes  chiefly  in  time  and  in  extraordinary  ac- 
cidents of  fortune;  as  to  themselves,  they  felt  incapable  of 
doing  anything  for  their  own  deliverance ;  mere  confusion 
and  terror  and  ill-boding  reports  possessed  the  whole  city ; 
till  at  last  a  thing  happened  not  unlike  what  we  so  often 
find  represented,  without,  however,  being  accepted  as  true 
by  people  in  general,  in  Homer.  On  some  great  and  unusual 
occasion  we  find  him  say, — 

But  him  the  blue-eyed  goddess  did  inspire! 

and  elsewhere, — 

But  some  Immortal  turned  my  mind  away. 
To  think  what  others  of  the  deed  would  say; 

and  again, — 

Were't  his  own  thought  or  were't  a  god's  command  ? 
People  are  apt,  in  such  passages,  to  censure  and  disregard 
the  poet,  as  if,  by  the  introduction  of  ineie  impossibilities 
and  idle  fictions,  he  were  denying  the  nvtion  of  a  man's  own 


COmOLANUS. 


37 


deliberate  thought  and  free  choice ;  which  is  not,  in  the 
least,  the  case  in  Homer's  representation,  where  the 
ordinary,  probable,  and  habitual  conclusions  that  common 
reason  leads  to  are  continually  ascribed  to  our  own  direct 
agency.   He  certainly  says  frequently  enough, — 

But  I  consulted  with  my  own  great  soul; 

or,  as  in  another  passage, — 

He  spoke.  Achilles,  with  quick  pain  possessed. 
Resolved  two  purposes  in  his  strong  breast; 

and  in  a  third, — 

—Yet  never  to  her  wishes  won 

The  just  mind  of  the  brave  Bellerophon. 

But  where  the  act  is  something  out  of  the  way  and  ex- 
traordinary, and  seems  in  a  manner  to  demand  some  im- 
pulse of  divine  possession  and  sudden  inspiration  to  account 
for  it,  here  he  does  introduce  divine  agency,  not  to  destroy, 
but  to  prompt  the  human  will ;  not  to  create  in  us  another 
agency,  but  offering  images  to  stimulate  our  own ;  images 
that  in  no  sort  or  kind  make  our  action  involuntary,  but 
give  occasion  rather  to  spontaneous  action,  aided  and 
sustained  by  feelings  of  confidence  and  hope.  For  either 
we  must  totally  dismiss  and  exclude  divine  influences  from 
every  kind  of  causality  and  origination  in  what  we  do,  or 
else  what  other  way  can  we  conceive  in  which  divine  aid 
and  co-operation  can  act  ?  Certainly  we  cannot  suppose 
that  the  divine  beings  actually  and  literally  turn  our  bodies 
and  direct  our  hands  and  our  feet  this  way  or  that,  to  do 
what  is  right :  it  is  obvious  that  they  must  actuate  the 
practical  and  elective  element  of  our  nature,  by  certain 
initial  occasions,  by  images  presented  to  the  imagination, 
and  thoughts  suggested  to  the  mind,  such  either  as  to 
excite  it  to,  or  avert  and  withhold  it  from,  any  particular 
course. 

In  the  perplexity  which  I  have  described,  the  Roman 
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women  went,  some  to  other  temples,  but  the  greatif  par^ 
and  the  ladies  of  highest  rank,  to  the  altar  of  Jupiter 
Capitolinus.  Among  tliese  suppliants  was  Valeria,  sister 
to  the  great  Poplicola,  who  did  the  Romans  eminent  service 
both  in  peace  and  war.  Poplicola  himself  was  now 
deceased,  as  is  told  in  the  history  of  his  life ;  but  Valeria 
lived  still,  and  enjoyed  great  respect  and  honor  at  Rome, 
her  life  and  conduct  no  way  disparaging  her  birth.  She, 
suddenly  seized  with  the  sort  of  instinct  or  emotion  of  mind 
which  I  have  described,  and  happily  lighting,  not  witliout 
divine  guidance,  on  the  right  expedient,  both  rose  herself, 
and  bade  the  others  rise,  and  went  directly  with  them  tc 
the  house  of  Volumnia,  the  mother  of  Marcius.  And  coming 
in  and  finding  her  sitting  with  her  daughter  in-law,  and 
with  her  little  grandchildren  on  her  lap,  Valeria,  then  sur 
rounded  by  her  female  companions,  spoke  in  the  name  of 
them  all : — 

"  We  that  now  make  our  appearance,  O  Volumnia,  and 
you,  Vergilia,  are  come  as  mere  women  to  women,  not  by 
direction  of  the  senate,  or  an  order  from  the  consuls,  or  the 
appointment  of  any  other  magistrate ;  but  the  divine  being 
himself,  as  I  conceive,  moved  to  compassion  byour  prajers, 
prompted  us  to  visit  you  in  a  body,  and  request  a  thing  on 
which  our  own  and  the  common  safety  depends,  and  which, 
if  you  consent  to  it,  will  raise  your  glory  above  that  of  the 
daughters  of  the  Sabines,  who  won  over  their  fathers  and 
tlieir  husbands  from  mortal  enmity  to  peace  and  friend- 
ship. Arise  and  come  with  us  to  Marcius;  join  in  our 
supplication,  and  bear  for  your  country  this  true  and  just 
testimony  on  her  behalf :  that,  notwithstanding  the  many 
mischiefs  that  have  been  done  her,  yet  she  has  never  out- 
raged you,  nor  so  much  as  thought  of  treating  you  ill,  in 
all  her  resentment,  but  does  now  restore  you  safe  into  bis 
hands,  though  there  be  small  likelihood  she  should  obtain 
from  him  any  equitable  terms." 

The  words  of  Valeria  were  seconded  by  the  acclaroaj 
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tions  of  the  other  women,  to  which  Voluinnia  made 
answer  : — 

"  I  and  Vergilia,  my  countrywomen,  have  an  equal  share 
with  you  all  in  the  common  miseries,  and  we  have  the  addi- 
tional sorrow,  which  is  wholly  ours,  that  we  have  lost  the 
merit  and  good  fame  of  Marcius,  and  see  his  person  con- 
fined, rather  than  protected,  by  the  arms  of  the  enemy. 
Yet  I  account  this  the  greatest  of  all  misfortunes,  if  indeed 
the  affairs  of  Rome  be  sunk  to  so  feeble  a  state  as  to  have 
their  last  dependence  upon  us.  For  it  is  hardly  imagin- 
able he  should  have  any  consideration  left  for  us,  when  he 
has  no  regard  for  the  country  which  he  was  wont  to  prefer 
before  his  mother  and  wife  and  children.  Make  use,  how- 
ever, of  our  service;  and  lead  us,  if  you  please,  to  him; 
we  are  able,  if  nothing  more,  at  least  to  spend  our  last 
breath  in  making  suit  to  him  for  our  country." 

Having  spoken  thus,  she  took  Vergilia  by  the  hand,  and 
the  young  children,  and  so  accompanied  them  to  the  Vol- 
scian  camp.  So  lamentable  a  sight  much  affected  the  ene- 
mies themselves,  who  viewed  them  in  respectful  silence. 
Marcius  was  then  sitting  in  his  place,  with  his  chief  officers 
about  him,  and,  seeing  the  party  of  women  advance  toward 
them,  wondered  what  should  be  the  matter ;  but  perceiv- 
ing at  length  that  his  mother  was  at  the  head  of  them,  he 
would  fain  have  hardened  himself  in  his  former  inexoi'able 
temper,  but,  overcome  by  his  feelings,  and  confounded  at 
what  he  saw,  he  did  not  endure  they  should  approach  him 
sitting  in  state,  but  came  down  hastily  to  meet  them,  salut- 
ing his  mother  first,  and  embracing  her  a  long  time,  and 
then  his  wife  and  children,  sparing  neither  tears  norcaresses, 
but  suffering  himself  to  be  borne  away  and  carried  head- 
long, as  it  were,  by  the  impetuous  violence  of  his  passion. 

When  he  had  satisfied  himself,  and  observed  that  his 
mother  Volumnis,  was  desirous  to  say  something,  the  Vol- 
scian  council  being  first  called  in,  he  heard  her  to  the  fol- 
lowing effect:  "Our  dress  and  our  very  persons,  my  son, 
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might  te'.l  yon,  tlinugh  we  should  say  nothing  ourselves,  in 
how  forlorn  a  condition  we  have  lived  at  home  since  your 
banishment  and  absence  from  ns  ;  and  now  consider  witli 
yourself,  \\hetlier  we  may  not  pass  for  the  most  unfortu- 
nate of  all  women,  to  have  that  sight,  which  should  be  the 
sweetest  tliat  we  could  see,  converted,  through  I  know  not 
\\  hat  fatality,  to  one  of  all  others  the  most  formidable  and 
dreadful, — ^'olumnia  to  behold  her  son,  and  Vergilia  her 
husband,  in  arms  against  the  walls   of   Rome.  Even 
prayer  itself,  whence  others  gain  comfort  and  relief  in  all 
manner  of  misfortunes,  is  that  which  most  adds  to  our  con. 
fusion  and  distress  ;  since  our  best  wishes  are  inconsistent 
with  themselves,  nor  can  we  at  the  same  time  petition  the 
gods  for  Rome's  victory  and  your  preservation,  but  what 
the  worst  of  our  enemies  would  imprecate  as  a  curse,  is  the 
very  object  of  our  vows.    Your  wife  and  children  are 
under  the  sad  necessity,  that  they  must  either  be  deprived 
of  you,  or  of  their  native  soil.    As  for  myself,  I  am  resolved 
not  to  wait  till  war  shall  determine  this  alternative  for 
me ;  but  if  I  cannot  prevail  with  you  to  prefer  amity  and 
concord  to  quarrel  and  hostility,  and  to  be  the  benefactor 
to  both  parties,  rather  than  the  destroyer  of  one  of  thero, 
be  assured  of  this  from  me,  and  reckon  steadfastly  upon  it. 
that  you  shall  not  be  able  to  reach  j^our  country,  unless 
you  trample  first  upon  the  corpse  of  her  that  brought  you 
hi  to  life.    For  it  will  be  ill  in  me  to  wait  and  loiter  in  the 
world  till  the  day  come  wherein  I  shall  see  a  child  of  mine, 
either  led  in  triumph  by  his  own  countrymen,  or  triumph- 
ing over  them.    Did  I  require  you  to  save  your  country  by 
ruining  the  Volscians,  then,  I  confess,  my  son,  the  case 
would  be  hard  for  yon  to  solve.    It  is  base  to  bring  destitu- 
tion on  our  fellow-citizens  ;  it  is  unjust  to  betray  those  who 
have  placed  their  confidence  in  us.    But,  as  it  is,  we  do  but 
desire  a  deliverance  equally  expedient  for  them  and  us; 
only  more  glorious  and  honorable  on  the  Volscian  side,  who, 
as  superior  in  arms,  will  bu  tlrmglit  freely  to  bestow  tli" 
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two  greatest  of  blessings,  peace  and  friendship,  even  when 
they  themselves  receive  the  same.  If  we  obtain  these,  the 
common  thanks  will  be  chiefly  due  to  you  as  the  principal 
cause ;  but  if  they  be  not  granted,  you  alone  must  expect 
to  bear  the  blame  from  both  nations.  The  chance  of  all 
war  is  uncertain,  yet  thus  much  is  certain  in  the  present, 
that  you,  by  conquering  Rome,  will  only  get  the  reputation 
of  having  undone  your  country ;  but  if  the  Yolscians  hap- 
pen to  be  defeated  under  your  conduct,  then  the  world  will 
say,  that,  to  satisfy  a  revengeful  humor  you  brought  misery 
on  your  friends  and  patrons." 

Marcius  listened  to  his  mother  while  she  spoke,  without 
answering  her  a  word;  and  Volumnia,  seeing  him  stand 
mute  also  for  a  long  time  after  she  had  ceased,  resumed  : 
"0  my  son,"  said  she,  "what  is  the  meaning  of  this 
silence?  Is  it  a  duty  to  postpone  everything  to  a  sense  of 
injuries,  and  wrong  to  gratify  a  mother  in  a  request  like 
this?  Is  it  the  characteristic  of  a  great  man  to  remember 
wrongs  that  have  been  done  him,  and  not  the  part  of  a 
great  and  good  man  to  remember  benefits  such  as  those 
that  children  receive  from  parents,  and  to  requite  them 
with  honor  and  respect  ?  You,  methinks,  who  are  so 
relentless  in  the  punishment  of  the  ungrateful,  should  not 
be  more  careless  than  others  to  be  grateful  yourself.  You 
have  punished  your  country  already  ;  you  have  not  yet 
paid  your  debt  to  me.  Nature  and  religion,  sarely,  unat- 
tended by  any  constraint,  should  have  won  your  consent 
to  petitions  so  worthy  and  so  just  as  these ;  but  if  it  must 
be  so,  I  will  even  use  my  last  resource."  Having  said  this, 
she  threw  herself  down  at  his  feet,  as  did  also  his  wife  and 
children;  upon  which  Marcius,  crying  out,  "O  mother', 
what  is  it  you  have  done  to  me  ! "  raised  her  up  from  the 
ground,  and  pressing  her  right  hand  with  more  than  ordi- 
nary vehemence,  "  You  have  gained  a  victory,"  said  he, 
"fortunate  enough  for  the  Romans,  but  destructive  to 
your  son ;  whom  you,  though  none  else,  have  defeated." 
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After  which,  and  a  little  private  conference  with  hig 
mother  and  his  wife,  he  sent  them  back  again  to  Rome,  as 
they  desired  of  him. 

The  next  morning,  he  broke  up  his  camp,  and  led  the 
Volscians  homeward,  variously  affected  with  what  he  had 
done  ;  some  of  them  complaining  of  him  and  condemning 
his  act,  others,  who  were  inclined  to  a  peaceful  conclusion, 
unfavorable  to  neither.  A  third  party,  while  much  dis- 
liking his  proceedings,  yet  could  not  look  upon  Marcius 
as  a  treacherous  person,  but  thought  it  pardonable  in  hira 
to  be  thus  shaken  and  driven  to  surrender  at  last,  under 
such  compulsion.  None,  however,  opposed  his  commands; 
they  all  obediently  followed  him,  though  rather  from  ad- 
miration of  his  virtue,  than  any  regard  they  now  had  to 
his  authority.  The  Roman  people,  meantime,  more  effect- 
ually manifested  how  much  fear  and  danger  they  had  been 
in  while  the  war  lasted,  by  their  deportment  after  they 
were  freed  from  it.  Those  that  guarded  the  walls  had  no 
sooner  given  notice  that  the  Volscians  were  dislodged  and 
drawn  off,  but  they  set  open  all  their  temples  in  a  moment, 
and  began  to  crown  themselves  with  garlands  and  prepare 
for  sacrifice,  as  they  were  wont  to  do  upon  tidings  brought 
of  any  signal  victory.  But  the  joy  and  transport  of  the 
whole  city  was  chiefly  remarkable  in  the  honors  and  marks 
of  affection  paid  to  the  women,  as  well  by  the  senate 
as  the  people  in  general ;  every  one  declaring  that  they 
were,  beyond  all  question,  the  instruments  of  the  pub- 
lie  safety.  And  the  senate  having  passed  a  decree  that 
whatsoever  they  would  ask  in  the  way  of  any  favor  or 
honor  should  be  allowed  and  done  for  them  by  the  magis- 
trates, they  demanded  simply  that  a  temple  might  be 
erected  to  Female  Fortune,  the  expense  of  which  they 
offered  to  defray  out  of  their  own  contributions,  if  the  city 
would  be  at  the  cost  of  sacrifices,  and  other  matters  per- 
taining to  the  due  honor  of  the  gods,  out  of  the  common 
treasury.    The  senate,  much  commending  their  public 
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spirit,  caused  the  temple  to  be  built  and  a  statue  set  up  in  it 
at  the  public  charge  ;  they,  however,  made  up  a  sum  among 
themselves,  for  a  second  image  of  Fortune,  which  the 
Romans  say  uttered,  as  it  was  putting  up,  words  to  this 
effect,  "  Blessed  of  the  gods,  O  women,  is  your  gift." 

These  words,  they  profess,  were  repeated  a  second  time, 
expecting  our  belief  for  what  seems  pretty  nearly  an  impos- 
sibility. It  may  be  possible  enough,  that  statues  may 
seem  to  sweat,  and  to  run  with  tears,  and  to  stand  with 
certain  dewy  drops  of  a  sanguine  color ;  for  timber  and 
stones  are  frequently  known  to  contract  a  kind  of  scurf 
and  rottenness,  productive  of  moisture ;  and  various  tints 
may  form  on  the  surfaces,  both  from  within  and  from  tlie 
action  of  the  air  outside;  and  by  these  signs  it  is  not 
absurd  to  imagine  that  the  deity  may  forewarn  us.  It  may 
happen,  also,  that  images  and  statues  may  sometimes  make 
a  noise  not  unlike  that  of  a  moan  or  groan,  through  a  rup- 
ture or  violent  internal  separation  of  the  parts ;  but  that 
an  articulate  voice,  and  such  express  words,  and  language 
so  clear  and  exact  and  elaborate,  should  proceed  from 
inanimate  things,  is,  in  my  judgment,  a  thing  utterly  out 
of  possibility.  For  it  was  never  known  that  either  the 
soul  of  man,  or  the  deity  himself,  uttered  vocal  sounds  and 
language,  alone,  without  an  organized  body  and  members 
fitted  for  speech.  But  where  history  seems  in  a  manner 
to  force  our  assent  by  the  concurrence  of  numerous  and 
credible  witnesses,  we  are  to  conclude  that  an  impression 
distinct  from  sensation  affects  the  imaginative  part  of  our 
nature,  and  then  carries  away  the  judgment,  so  as  to  be- 
lieve it  to  be  a  sensation ;  just  as  in  sleep  we  fancy  we  see 
and  hear,  without  really  doing  either.  Persons,  however, 
whose  strong  feelings  of  reverence  to  the  deity,  and  tender- 
ness  for  religion,  will  not  allow  them  to  deny  or  invalidate 
anything  of  this  kind,  have  certainly  a  strong  argument 
for  their  faith,  in  the  wonderful  and  transcendent  character 
of  the  divine  power ;  which  admits  no  manner  of  com  pari- 
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Bon  with  ours,  either  in  its  nature  or  its  action,  the  modes 
or  the  strength  of  its  operations.  It  is  no  contradiction  to 
reason  that  it  should  do  things  that  we  cannot  do,  and 
elfect  what  for  us  is  impracticable  :  differing  from  us  in  all 
respects,  in  its  acts  yet  more  than  in  other  points  we  may 
well  believe  it  to  be  unlike  us  and  remote  from  us.  Knowl- 
edge of  divine  things  for  the  most  part,  as  Heraclitus 
says,  is  lost  to  us  by  incredulity. 

When  Marcius  came  back  to  Antium,  TuUus,  who  thor 
oughly  hated  and  greatly  feared  him,  proceeded  at  once  to 
contrive  how  he  might  immediately  despatch  him,  as,  if  he 
escaped  now,  he  was  never  likely  to  give  him  such  another 
advantage.  Having  therefore  got  together  and  suborned 
several  partisans  against  him,  he  required  Marcius  to  resign 
his  charge,  and  give  the  Volscians  an  account  of  his  adminis- 
tration. He,  apprehending  the  danger  of  a  private  condi- 
tion, while  Tullus  held  the  office  of  general  and  exercised 
the  greatest  power  among  his  fellow-citizens,  made  answer, 
that  he  was  ready  to  lay  down  his  commission,  whenever 
those  from  Avhose  common  authority  he  had  received  it 
should  think  fit  to  recall  it,  and  that  in  the  mean  time  lie 
was  ready  to  give  the  Antiates  satisfaction,  as  to  all  par- 
ticulars of  his  conduct,  if  they  were  desirous  of  it. 

An  assembly  was  called,  and  popular  speakers,  as  had 
been  concerted,  came  forward  to  exasperate  and  incense  the 
multitude;  but  when  Marcius  stood  up  to  answer,  the  more 
unruly  and  tumultuous  part  of  the  people  became  quiet  on  .1 
sudden,  and  out  of  reverence  allowed  him  to  speak  without 
tlie  least  disturbance  ;  while  all  the  better  people,  and  such 
as  were  satisfied  with  a  peace,  made  it  evident  by  their 
whole  behavior,  that  they  would  give  him  a  favorable  hear- 
ing, and  judge  and  pronounce  according  to  equity. 

Tullus,  therefore,  began  to  dread  the  issue  of  the  defence 
he  was  going  to  make  for  himself ;  for  he  was  an  admirable 
speaker,  and  llie  former  services  he  had  done  the  Volscians 
"had  procured  and  still  r<resp7-ved  for  him  greater  kindnew 
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than  could  be  outweighed  by  any  blame  for  his  late  conduct. 
Indeed,  the  very  accusation  itself  was  a  proof  and  testimony 
of  tlie  greatness  of  his  merits,  since  people  could  never 
have  complained  or  tliought  themselves  wronged,  because 
Rome  was  not  brouglit  into  their  power,  but  that  by  his 
means  they  had  come  so  near  to  taking  it.  For  these 
reasons,  the  conspirators  judged  it  prudent  not  to  make 
any  further  delays,  jior  to  test  the  general  feeling ;  but  the 
boldest  of  their  faction,  crying  out  that  they  ought  not  to 
listen  to  a  traitor,  nor  allow  him  still  to  retain  office  and  play 
the  tyrant  among  them,  fell  upon  Marcius  in  a  body,  and  slew 
him  there,  none  of  those  that  were  present  offering  to 
defend  him.  But  it  quickly  appeared  that  the  action  was 
in  nowise  approved  by  the  majority  of  the  Volscians,  who 
hurried  out  of  their  several  cities  to  show  respect  to  his 
corpse;  to  which  they  gave  honorable  interment,  adorning 
his  sepulchre  with  arms  and  trophies,  as  the  monument  of  a 
noble  hero  and  a  famous  general.  Wlien  tlie  Romans  heard 
tidings  of  his  death,  they  gave  no  other  signification  either 
of  honor  or  of  anger  towards  him,  but  simply  granted  tlie 
request  of  the  women,  that  they  might  put  themselves  into 
mourning  and  bewail  him  for  ten  months,  as  the  usage  was 
upon  the  loss  of  a  father  or  a  son  or  a  brother;  that  being 
the  period  fixed  for  the  longest  lamentation  by  the  laws  of 
Numa  Pompilius,  as  is  more  amply  told  in  the  account  of  him. 

Marcius  was  no  sooner  deceased,  but  the  Volscians  felt 
the  need  of  his  assistance.  They  quarrelled  first  with  the 
^quians,  their  confederates  and  their  friends,  about  the 
appointment  of  the  general  of  their  joint  forces,  and  carried 
their  dispute  to  the  length  of  bloodshed  and  slaughter ;  and 
were  then  defeated  by  the  Romans  in  a  pitched  battle, 
where  not  only  Tullus  lost  his  life,  but  the  principal  flower 
of  their  whole  army  was  cut  in  pieces ;  so  that  they  were 
lorced  to  submit  and  accept  of  peace  upon  very  dishonor- 
able terms,  becoming  subjects  of  Rome,  and  pledging  them- 
selves to  submissioa, 
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COMPARISON  OF  ALCIBIADES  WITH 
CORIOLANUS. 

Having  described  all  their  actions  that  seem  to  deserve 
commemoration,  their  military  ones,  we  may  say,  incline 
the  balance  very  decidedly  upon  neither  side.  They  bolli, 
in  pretty  equal  measure,  displayed  on  numerous  occasions 
the  daring  and  courage  of  the  soldier,  and  the  skill  and 
foresight  of  the  general;  unless,  indeed,  the  fact  that 
Alcibiades  was  victorious  and  successful  in  many  contests 
both  by  sea  and  land,  ought  to  gain  him  the  title  of  a  more 
complete  commander.  That  so  long  as  they  remained  and 
held  command  in  their  respective  countries,  they  eminently 
sustained,  and  when  they  were  driven  into  exile,  yet  more 
eminently  damaged  the  fortunes  of  those  countries,  is 
common  to  both.  All  the  sober  citizens  felt  disgust  at  the 
petulance,  the  low  flattery,  and  base  seductions  which 
Alcibiades,  in  his  public  life,  allowed  himself  to  employ 
with  the  view  of  winning  the  people's  favor;  and  the 
ungraciousness,  pride,  and  oligarchical  haughtiness  which 
Marcius,  on  the  other  hand,  displayed  in  his,  were  the 
abhorrence  of  the  Roman  populace.  Neither  of  these 
courses  can  be  called  commendable;  but  a  man  who  ingra- 
tiates himself  by  indulgence  and  flattery  is  hardly  so 
censurable  as  one  who,  to  avoid  the  appearance  of  flatter- 
ing, insults.  To  seek  power  by  servility  to  the  people  is  a 
disgrace,  but  to  maintain  it  by  terror,  violence,  and  oppres- 
sion, is  not  a  disgrace  only,  but  an  injustice. 

iMarcius,  according  to  our  common  conceptions  of  his 
character,  was  undoubtedly  simple  and  straightforward; 
Alcibiades,  unscrupulous  as  a  public  man,  and  false.  He  i> 
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more  especially  blamed  for  the  dishonorable  and  treach- 
erous way  in  which,  as  Thucydides  relates,  he  imposed 
upon  the  Lacedsemonian  ambassadors,  and  disturbed  the 
continuance  of  the  peace.  Yet  this  policy,  which  engaged 
the  city  again  in  war,  nevertheless  placed  it  in  a  powerful 
and  formidable  position,  by  the  accession,  which  Alcibiades 
obtained  for  it,  of  the  alliance  of  Argos  and  Mantinea. 
And  Coriolanus  also,  Dionysius  relates,  used  unfair  means 
to  excite  war  between  the  Romans  and  the  Volscians, 
in  the  false  report  which  he  spread  about  the  visitors  at 
the  Games ;  and  the  motive  of  this  action  seems  to  make 
it  the  worse  of  the  two ;  since  it  was  not  done,  like  the 
other,  out  of  ordinary  political  jealousy,  strife,  and  coin- 
petition.  Simply  to  gratify  anger  from  which,  as  Ion 
says,  no  one  ever  yet  got  any  return,  he  threw  whole 
districts  of  Italy  into  confusion,  and  sacrificed  to  his 
passion  against  his  country  numerous  innocent  cities. 
It  is  true,  indeed,  that  Alcibiades  also,  by  his  resent- 
ment, was  the  occasion  of  great  disasters  to  his  country, 
but  he  relented  as  soon  as  he  found  their  feelings  to 
be  changed ;  and  after  he  was  driven  out  a  second  time, 
so  far  from  taking  pleasure  in  the  errors  and  inadvertencies 
of  their  commanders,  or  being  indifferent  to  the  danger 
they  were  thus  incurring,  he  did  the  very  thing  that 
Aristides  is  so  highly  commended  for  doing  to  Themis- 
tocles ;  he  came  to  the  generals  who  were  his  enemies,  and 
pointed  out  to  them  what  they  ought  to  do.  Coriolanus, 
on  the  other  hand,  first  of  all  attacked  the  whole  body  of 
his  countrymen,  though  only  one  portion  of  them  had  done 
him  any  wrong,  while  the  other,  the  better  and  nobler 
portion,  had  actually  suffered,  as  well  as  sympathized, 
with  him.  And,  secondly,  by  the  obduracy  with  which  he 
resisted  numerous  embassies  and  supplications,  addressed 
in  propitiation  of  his  single  anger  and  offence,  he  showed 
that  it  had  been  to  destroy  and  overthrow,  not  to  recover 
and  regain  his  country,  that  he  had  excited  bitter  and  im- 
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placable  hostilities  against  it.  There  is,  indeed,  one  dis 
tinction  that  may  be  drawn.  Alcibiades,  it  may  be  said, 
was  not  safe  among  the  Spartans,  and  had  the  inducements 
at  once  of  fear  and  of  liatred  to  lead  him  again  to  Athens; 
\\hereas  Marcius  could  not  honorably  have  left  the 
Volscians,  when  they  were  behaving  so  well  to  him :  he,  in 
the  command  of  their  forces  and  the  enjoyment  of  their 
entire  confidence,  was  in  a  very  different  position  from 
Alcibiades,  whom  the  Lacedaemonians  did  not  so  much 
wish  to  adopt  into  their  service,  as  to  use,  and  then 
abandon.  Driven  about  from  house  to  house  in  the  city, 
and  from  general  to  general  in  the  camp,  the  latter  had  no 
resort  but  to  place  himself  in  the  hands  of  Tisaphernes ;  un- 
less, indeed,  we  are  to  suppose  that  his  object  in  courting 
favor  with  him  was  to  avert  the  entire  destruction  of  his 
native  city,  whither  he  wished  himself  to  return. 

As  regards  money,  Alcibiades,  we  are  told,  was  often 
guilty  of  procuring  it  by  accepting  bribes,  and  spent  it  ill 
in  luxury  and  dissipation.  Coriolanus  declined  to  receive 
it,  even  when  pressed  upon  him  by  his  commanders  as  an 
honor;  and  one  great  reason  for  the  odium  he  incurred 
with  the  populace  in  the  discussions  about  their  debts  was, 
that  he  trampled  upon  the  poor,  not  for  money's  sake,  but 
out  of  pride  and  insolence. 

Antipater,  in  a  letter  written  upon  the  death  of  Aristotle 
the  philosopher,  observes,  "  Amongst  his  other  gifts  he  had 
that  of  persuasiveness ; "  and  the  absence  of  this  in  the 
character  of  IMarcius  ma  le  all  his  great  actions  and  noble 
qualities  unacceptable  to  those  whom  they  benefited  :  pride, 
and  self-will,  the  consort,  as  Plato  calls  it,  of  solitude,  made 
him  insufferable.  AVith  the  skill  which  Alcibiades,  on  the 
contrary,  possessed  to  treat  every  one  in  the  way  most 
agreeable  to  him,  we  cannot  wonder  that  all  his  successes 
were  attended  with  the  most  exuberant  favor  and  honor; 
his  very  errors,  at  times,  being  acconipanied  by  something 
of  grace  and  felicity.   And  so  in  spite  of  great  and  frequent 
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hurt  that  he  had  done  the  city,  he  was  repeatedly  appointed 
to  office  and  command  ;  while  Coriolanus  stood  in  vain  for 
a  place  which  his  great  services  had  made  his  due.  The 
one,  in  spite  of  the  harm  he  occasioned,  could  not  make 
himself  hated,  nor  the  other,  with  all  the  admiration  he 
attracted,  succeed  in  being  beloved  by  his  countrymen. 

Coriolanus,  moreover,  it  should  be  said,  did  not  as  a  gen- 
eral obtain  any  successes  for  his  country,  but  only  for  his 
enemies  against  his  country.  Alcibiades  was  often  of 
service  to  Athens,  both  as  a  soldier  and  as  a  commander. 
So  long  as  he  was  personally  present,  he  had  the  perfect 
mastery  of  his  political  adversaries ;  calumny  only  suc- 
ceeded in  his  absence.  Coriolanus  was  condemned  in 
person  at  Rome ;  and  in  like  manner  killed  by  the  Yolscians, 
not  indeed  with  any  right  or  justice,  yet  not  without  some 
pretext  occasioned  by  his  own  acts  ;  since,  after  rejecting 
all  conditions  of  peace  in  public,  in  private  he  yielded  to 
the  solicitations  of  the  women  and,  without  establishing 
peace,  threw  up  the  favorable  chances  of  war.  He  ought, 
before  retiring,  to  have  obtained  the  consent  of  those  who 
had  placed  their  trust  in  him  ;  if  indeed  he  considered 
their  claims  on  him  to  be  the  strongest.  Or,  if  we  say  that 
he  did  not  care  about  the  Yolscians,  but  merely  had  prose- 
cuted the  war,  which  he  now  abandoned,  for  the  satisfaction 
of  his  own  resentment,  then  the  noble  thing  would  have 
been,  not  to  spare  his  country  for  his  mothers  sake,  but  his 
mother  in  and  with  his  country  ;  since  both  his  mother  and 
his  wife  were  part  and  parcel  of  that  endangered  country. 
After  harshly  repelling  public  supplications,  the  entreaties 
of  ambassadors,  and  the  prayers  of  priests,  to  concede  all 
as  a  private  favor  to  his  mother  was  less  an  honor  to  her 
than  a  dishonor  to  the  city  which  thus  escaped,  in  spite, 
,  it  would  seem,  of  its  own  demerits  through  the  interces- 
kSion  of  a  single  woman.  Such  a  grace  could,  indeed,  seem 
;,merely  invidious,  ungracious,  and  unreasonable  in  the  eyes 
of  both  parties ;  be  retreated  without  listening  to  the  per- 
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suasions  of  his  opponents  or  asking  the  consent  of  hii 
friends.  The  origin  of  all  lay  in  his  unsociable,  supercilious, 
and  self-willed  disposition,  which,  in  all  cases,  is  offensive 
to  most  people ;  and  when  combined  with  a  passion  for 
distinction  passes  into  absolute  savageness  and  merciless- 
ness.  Men  decline  to  ask  favors  of  the  people,  professing 
not  to  need  any  honors  from  them ;  and  then  are  indignant 
if  they  do  not  obtain  them.  Metellus,  Aristides,  and  Epam- 
inondas  certainly  did  not  beg  favors  of  the  multitude; 
but  that  was  because  they,  in  real  truth,  did  not  value  the 
gifts  which  a  popular  body  can  either  confer  or  refuse ;  and 
when  they  were  more  than  once  driven  into  exile,  rejected 
at  elections,  and  condemned  in  courts  of  justice,  they  showed 
no  resentment  at  the  ill-humor  of  their  fellow-citizens,  but 
were  willing  and  contented  to  return  and  be  reconciled 
when  the  feeling  altered  and  they  were  wished  for.  He 
who  least  likes  courting  favor,  ought  also  least  to  think  of 
resenting  neglect ;  to  feel  wounded  at  being  refused  a  dis- 
tinction can  only  arise  from  an  overweening  appetite  to 
have  it. 

Alcibiades  never  professed  to  deny  that  it  was  pleasant 
to  him  to  be  honored,  and  distasteful  to  him  to  be  over- 
looked ;  and,  accordingly,  he  always  tried  to  place  himself 
upon  good  terms  with  all  that  he  met ;  Coriolanus's  pride 
forbade  him  to  pay  attentions  to  those  who  could  have 
promoted  his  advancement,  and  yet  his  love  of  distinction 
made  him  feel  hurt  and  angry  when  he  was  disregarded. 
Such  are  the  faulty  parts  of  his  character,  which  in  all 
other  respects  was  a  noble  one.  For  his  temperance,  con- 
tinence, and  probity,  he  claims  to  be  compared  with  tlie 
best  and  purest  of  the  Greeks ;  not  in  any  sort  or  kind 
with  Alcibiades,  the  least  scrupulous  and  most  entirely 
careless  of  human  beings  in  all  these  points. 
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TIMOLEON. 

It  was  for  the  sake  of  others  that  I  flrst  commenced 
writing  biographies ;  but  I  find  myself  proceeding  and 
attaching  myself  to  it  for  my  own ;  the  virtues  of  these 
great  men  serving  me  as  a  sort  of  looking-glass,  in  which 
I  may  see  how  to  adjust  and  adorn  my  own  life.  Indeed, 
it  can  be  compared  to  nothing  but  daily  living  and  as- 
sociating together ;  we  receive,  as  it  were,  in  our  inquiry, 
and  entertain  each  successive  guest,  view 

Their  stature  and  their  quaUties, 

and  select  from  their  actions  all  that  is  noblest  and  worth- 
iest to  know. 

Ah,  and  what  greater  pleasure  could  one  have  ? 

or,  what  more  effective  means  to  one's  moral  improvement  ? 
Democritus  tells  us  we  ought  to  pray  that  of  the  phantasms 
appearing  in  the  circumambient  air,  such  may  present 
themselves  to  us  as  are  propitious,  and  that  we  may  rather 
meet  with  those  that  are  agreeable  to  our  natures  and  are 
good  than  the  evil  and  unfortunate;  which  is  simply 
introducing  into  philosophy  a  doctrine  untrue  in  itself,  and 
leading  to  endless  superstitions.  My  method,  on  the  con- 
trary, is,  by  the  study  of  history,  and  by  the  familiarity 
acquired  in  writing,  to  habituate  my  memory  to  receive 
and  retain  images  of  the  best  and  worthiest  characters. 
I  thus  am  enabled  to  free  myself  from  any  ignoble,  base, 
or  vicious  impressions,  contracted  from  the  contagion  of 
ill  company  that  I  may  be  unavoidably  engaged  in ;  by 
the  remedy  of  turning  my  thoughts  in  a  happy  and  calm 
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temper  to  view  these  noble  examples.  Of  this  kind  ait 
those  of  Timoleou  the  Corinthian,  and  Paulus  ^Emilius, 
to  write  whose  lives  is  my  present  business  ;  men  equally 
famous,  not  only  for  their  virtues,  but  success  ;  insomuch 
that  they  have  left  it  doubtful  whether  they  owe  their 
greatest  achievements  to  good  fortune,  or  their  own  pru- 
dence  and  conduct. 

The  affairs  of  the  Syracusans,  before  Timoleon  was  seut 
into  Sicily,  were  in  this  posture ;  after  Dion  had  driven 
out  Dionysius  the  tyrant,  he  was  slain  by  treachery,  and 
those  that  had  assisted  him  in  delivering  Syracuse  were 
divided  among  themselves ;  and  thus  the  city  by  a  continual 
change  of  governors,  and  a  train  of  mischiefs  that  succeeded 
each  other,  became  almost  abandoned;  wliile  of  the  rest 
of  Sicily,  part  was  now  utterly  depopulated  and  desolate 
through  long  continuance  of  war,  and  most  of  the  cities 
that  had  been  left  standing  were  in  the  hands  of  barba- 
rians and  soldiers  out  of  employment,  that  were  ready  to 
embrace  every  turn  of  government.  Such  being  the  state 
of  things,  Dionysius  takes  the  opportunity,  and  in  the 
tenth  year  of  his  banishment,  by  the  help  of  some  merce- 
nary troops  he  had  got  together,  forces  out  Nysseus,  then 
master  of  Syracuse,  recovers  all  afresh,  and  is  again  settled 
in  his  dominion ;  and  as  at  first  he  had  been  strangely  de- 
prived of  the  greatest  and  most  absolute  power  that  ever 
was,  by  a  very  small  party,  so  now  in  a  yet  stranger  man. 
ner,  when  in  exile  and  of  mean  condition,  he  became  the 
sovereign  of  those  who  had  ejected  him.  All  therefore 
that  remained  in  Syracuse  had  to  serve  under  a  tyrant, 
who  at  the  best  was  of  an  ungentle  nature,  and  exasperated 
now  to  a  degree  of  savageness  by  the  late  misfortunes 
and  calamities  he  had  suffered.  The  better  and  more  dis- 
tinguished citizens,  having  timely  retired  thence  to  Hicete^ 
ruler  of  the  Leontines,  put  themselves  under  his  protection 
and  chose  him  for  their  general  in  the  war ;  not  tliat  ha 
was  much  preferable  to  any  open  and  avowed  tyrant,  but 
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they  had  no  other  sanctuary  at  present,  and  it  gave  them 
some  ground  of  confidence,  that  he  was  of  a  Syracusan 
family,  and  had  forces  able  to  encounter  those  of  Dionysius. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Carthaginians  appeared  before 
Sicily  with  a  great  navy,  watching  when  and  where  they 
might  make  a  descent  upon  the  island  ;  and  terror  at  this 
fleet  made  the  Sicilians  incline  to  send  an  embassy  into 
Greece  to  demand  succors  from  the  Corinthians,  whom  they 
confided  in  rather  than  others,  not  only  upon  the  account 
of  their  near  kindred,  and  the  great  benefits  they  had  often 
received  by  trusting  them,  but  because  Corinth  had  ever 
shown  herself  attached  to  freedom  and  averse  from  tyranny 
and  had  engaged  in  many  noble  wars,  not  for  empire  or 
aggrandizement,  but  for  the  sole  liberty  of  the  Greeks. 
But  Hicetes,  who  made  it  the  business  of  his  command  not 
so  much  to  deliver  the  Syracusans  from  other  tyrants,  as 
to  enslave  them  to  himself,  had  already  entered  into  some 
secrtot  conferences  with  those  of  Carthage,  while  in  public 
he  commended  the  design  of  his  Syracusan  clients,  and 
despatched  ambassadors  from  himself,  together  with  theirs, 
into  Peloponnesus ;  not  that  he  reallj'^  desired  any  relief  to 
come  from  there,  but,  in  case  the  Corinthians,  as  was  likely 
enough,  on  account  of  the  troubles  of  Greece  and  occupa- 
tion at  home,  should  refuse  their  assistance,  hoping  then 
he  should  be  able  with  less  difficulty  to  dispose  and  incline 
things  for  the  Carthaginian  interest,  and  so  make  use  of 
these  foreign  pretenders,  as  instruments  and  auxiliaries 
for  himself,  either  against  the  Syracusans  or  Dionysius,  as 
occasion  served.    This  was  discovered  a  while  after. 

The  ambassadors  being  arrived,  and  their  request  known, 
the  Corinthians,  who  had  always  a  great  concern  fo^.  all 
their  colonies  and  plantations,  but  especially  for  Syracu>3, 
since  by  good  fortune  there  was  nothing  to  molest  them  in 
their  own  country,  where  they  were  enjoying  peace  and 
leisure  at  that  time,  readily  and  with  one  accord  passed  a 
.vote  for  their  assistance.    And  when  they  were  deliberat- 
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Ing  about  the  choice  of  a  captain  for  the  expedition,  and 
the  magistrates  were  urging  tlie  claims  of  various  aspirants 
for  reputation,  one  of  the  crowd  stood  up  and  named  Tirao. 
leon,  son  of  Tiraodemus,  who  had  long  absented  himself 
from  public  business,  and  had  neither  any  thoughts  of,  not 
the  least  pretensions  to,  an  employment  of  that  nature. 
Some  god  or  othei-,  it  might  rather  seem,  had  put  it  in  the 
man's  heart  to  mention  him  ;  such  favor  and  good-will  on  the 
part  of  Fortune  seemed  at  once  to  be  shown  in  his  election, 
and  to  accompany  all  his  following  actions,  as  though  it  were 
on  purpose  to  commend  his  worth,  and  add  grace  and  orna- 
ment, to  his  personal  virtues.  As  regards  his  parentage, 
both  Timodemus  his  father,  and  his  mother  Deniariste, 
were  of  high  rank  in  the  city;  and  as  for  himself,  he  was 
noted  for  his  love  of  his  country,  and  his  gentleness  of  tem- 
per, except  in  his  extreme  hatred  to  tyrants  and  wicked  men. 
His  natural  abilities  for  war  v/ere  so  happily  tempered,  that 
while  a  rare  prudence  might  be  seen  in  all  the  enterprises 
of  his  younger  years,  an  equal  courage  showed  itself  intlie 
last  exploits  of  his  declining  age.  lie  had  an  elder  brother, 
whose  name  was  Timophanes,  who  was  every  way  unliite 
him,  being  indiscreet  and  rash,  and  infected  by  the  sugges- 
tions of  some  friends  and  foreign  soldiers,  whom  he  kept 
always  about  him,  with  a  passion  for  absolute  power.  He 
seemed  to  have  a  certain  force  and  vehemence  in  all  military 
service,  and  even  to  delight  in  dangers,  and  thus  he  took 
much  with  the  people,  and  was  advanced  to  the  highest 
charges,  as  a  vigorous  and  effective  warrior ;  in  the  obtain- 
ing of  which  officers  and  promotions,  Timoleon  much  as- 
sisted him,  helping  to  conceal  or  at  least  to  extenuate  his 
errors,  embellishing  by  his  praise  whatever  was  commend- 
able in  him,  and  setting  off  his  good  qualities  to  the  best 
advantage. 

It  happened  once  in  the  battle  fought  by  the  Corinthians 
against  the  forces  of  Aryos  and  Cleonaj,  that  Timoleon 
served  among  the  infantry,  when  Timophanes,  commanding 
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their  cavalry,  was  brought  into  extreme  danger;  as  his 
horse  being  wounded  fell  forward  and  threw  him  headlong 
amidst  the  enemies,  while  part  of  his  companions  dispersed 
at  once  in  a  panic,  and  the  small  number  that  remained, 
bearing  up  against  a  great  multitude,  had  much  ado  to 
maintain  any  resistance.    As  soon,  therefore,  as  Timoleon 
was  aware  of  the  accident,  he  ran  hastily  in  to  his  brother's 
rescue,  and  covering  the  fallen   Timophanes  with  his 
buckler,  after  having  received  abundance  of  darts,  and 
several  strokes  by  the  sword  upon  his  body  and  his  armor, 
he  at  length  with  much  difficulty  obliged  the  enemies  to 
retire,  and  brought  off  his  brother  alive  and  safe.  But 
when  the  Corinthians,  for  fear  of  losing  their  city  a  second 
time,  as  they  had  once  before,  by  admitting  their  allies, 
made  a  decree  to  maintain  four  hundred  mercenaries  for 
its  security,  and  gave  Timophanes  the  command  over  them, 
he,  abandoning  all  regard  to  honor  and  equity,  at  once  pro- 
ceeded to  put  into  execution  his  plans  for  making  himself 
absolute,  and  bringing  the  place  under  his  own  powei ;  and 
having  cut  off  many  principal  citizens,  uncondemned  and 
without  trial,  who  were  most  likely  to  hinder  his  designs, 
he  declared  himself  tyrant  of  Corinth ;  a  procedure  that  in- 
finitely afflicted  Timoleon,  to  whom  the  wickedness  of  such 
a  brother  appeared  to  be  his  own  reproach  and  calamity. 
He  undertook  to  persuade  him  by  reasoning,  that  desisting 
from  that  wild  and  unhappy  ambition,  he  would  bethink 
himself  how  he  should  make  the  Corinthians  some  amends, 
ind  find  out  an  expedient  to  remedy  and  correct  the  evils 
le  had  done  them.    When  his  single  admonition  was  re- 
jected and  contemned  by  him,  he  makes  a  second  attempt, 
aking  with  him  ^schylus  his  kinsman,  brother  to  the  wife 
)f  Timophanes,  and  a  certain  diviner,  that  was  his  friend, 
vhom  Theopompus  in  his  history  calls  Satyrus,  but 
Sphorus  and  Timseus  mention  in  theirs  by  the  name  of 
Mhagoras.    After  a  few  days,  then,  he  returns  to  his 
•rother  with  this  company,  all  three  of  them  surrounding 
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and  earnestly  importuning  liiin  upon  tiie  same  subject, thi 
now  at  length  he  would  listi'u  to  l  euson,  and  be  of  anotht 
mind.    But  when  Timophanes  began  first  to  laugh  at  tl 
men's  simplicity,  and  pi  esently  broke  out  into  rage  andii 
dignation  against  them,  Timoleon  stepped  aside  from  hii 
and  stood  weeping  with  his  face  covered,  while  the  oth( 
two,  drawing  out  their  swords,  despatched  him  in  a  moraen 
On  the  rumor  of  this  act  being  soon  scattered  about,  tb 
better  and  more  generous  of  the  Corinthians  highly  a) 
plauded  Timoleon  for  the  hatred  of  wrong  and  the  greatnes 
of  soul  that  had  made  him,  though  of  a  gentle  dispositio 
and  full  of  love  and  kindness  for  his  family,  think  tb 
obligations  to  his  country  stronger  than  the  ties  of  cot 
sanguinity,  and  prefer  that  which  is  good  and  just  befoi 
gain  and  interest  and  his  own  particular  advantage.  Ffl 
the  same  brother,  who  with  so  much  bravery  had  beo 
saved  by  him  when  he  fought  valiantly  in  the  cause  C 
Corinth,  he  had  now  as  nobly  sacrificed  for  enslaving  he 
afterwards  by  a  base  usurpation.    But  then,  on  the  otbl 
side,  those  that  knew  not  how  to  live  in  a  democracy,  an 
had  been  used  to  make  their  humble  court  to  the  men  'k 
power,  thougli  they  openly  professed  to  rejoice  at  the  deafl 
of  the  tyrant,  nevertheless,  secretly  reviling  Timoleon,  i 
one  that  had  committed  an  impious  and  abominable  ac^ 
drove  him  into  melancholy  and  dejection.   And  when  1 
came  to  understand  how  heavily  his  mother  took  it,  ai 
that  she  likewise  uttered  the  saddest  complaints  and  mo 
terrible  imprecations  against  him,  he  went  to  satis 
and  comfort  her  as  to  what  had  happened;  and  findir 
that  she  would  not  endure  so  much  as  to  look  upon  hir 
but  caused  her  doors  to  be  shut,  that  he  might  have  i 
admission  into  her  presence,  with  grief  at  this  he  grew  i 
disordered  in  bis  mind  and  so  disconsolate,  that  he  date 
mined  to  put  an  end  to  his  perplexity  with  his  life,  1 
abstaining  from  all  manner  of  sustenance.    But  thnwg 
the  care  and  diligence  of  his  friends,  who  were  very  insta 
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with  him,  and  added  force  to  their  entreaties,  he  oarae  to 
resolve  and  promise  at  last,  that  he  would  endure  Hying, 
provided  it  might  be  in  solitude,  and  remote  from  company  \ 
so  that,  quitting  all  civil  transactions  and  commerce  with 
the  world  for  a  long  while  after  his  first  retirement,  he 
never  came  into  Corinth,  but  wandered  up  and  down  the 
fields,  full  of  anxious  and  tormenting  thoughts,  and  spent 
his  time  in  desert  places,  at  the  farthest  distance  from 
society  and  human  intercourse.    So  true  it  is  that  the  minds 
of  men  are  easily  shaken  and  carried  off  from  their  own 
sentiments  through  the  casual  commendation  or  reproof  of 
others,  unless  the  judgments  that  we  make,  and  the 
purposes  we  conceive,  be  confirmed  by  reason  and  philoso- 
phy, and  thus  obtain  strength  and  steadiness.   An  action 
must  not  only  be  just  and  laudable  in  its  own  nature,  but 
it  must  proceed  likewise  from  solid  motives  and  a  lasting 
principle,  that  so  we  may  fully  and  constantly  approve  the 
thing,  and  be  perfectly  satisfied  in  what  we  do;  for  other- 
wise, after  having  put  our  resolution  into  practice,  we  sliall 
out  of  pure  weakness  come  to  be  troubled  at  the  perform- 
ance, when  the  grace  and  godliness,  which  rendered  it 
before  so  amiable  and  pleasing  to  us,  begin  to  decay  and 
wear  out  of  our  fancy  ;  like  greedy  people,  who,  seizing  on 
the  more  delicious  morsels  of  any  dish  with  a  keen  appetite, 
are  presently  disgusted  when  they  grow  full,  and  find 
themselves  oppressed  and  uneasy  now  by  what  they  be- 
fore so  greedily  desired.   For  a  succeeding  dislike  spoils 
the  best  of  actions,  and  repentance  makes  that  which  was 
never  so  well  done,  become  base  and  faulty;  whereas  the 
ehoice  that  is  founded  upon  knowledge  and  wise  reasoning, 
ioes  not  change  by  disappointment,  or  suffer  us  to  repent, 
though  it  happen  perchance  to  be  less  prosperous  in  the 
■ssue.  And  thus,  Phocion,  of  Athens,  having  always  vigor- 
msly  opposed  the  measures  of  Leosthenes,  when  success 
ippeared  to  attend  them,  and  he  saw  his  countrymen 
^joiciug  and  offering  sacrifice  in  honor  of  their  victory, 
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I  should  have  been  as  glad,"  said  he  to  them,  "  that  I 
myself  had  been  the  author  of  what  Leosthenes  has 
achieved  for  you,  as  I  am  that  I  gave  you  my  own  counsel 
against  it."  A  more  vehement  reply  is  recorded  to  have 
been  made  by  Aristides  the  Locrian,  one  of  Plato's  com. 
panions,  to  Dionysius  the  elder,  who  demanded  one  of  his 
daughters  in  marriage :  "  I  had  rather,"  said  he  to  him, 
"  see  the  virgin  in  her  grave,  than  in  the  palace  of  a  tyrant." 
And  when  Dionysius,  enraged  at  the  affront,  made  liis 
sons  be  put  to  death  a  while  after,  and  then  again  insult- 
ingly asked,  whether  he  were  still  in  the  same  mind  as  to, 
the  disposal  of  his  daughters,  his  answer  was,  "  I  cannot 
but  grieve  at  the  cruelty  of  your  deeds,  but  am  not  sorry 
for  the  freedom  of  my  own  words."  Such  expressions 
as  these  may  belong  perhaps  to  a  more  sublime  and  ac- 
complished virtue. 

The  grief,  however,  of  Timoleon  at  what  had  been  done, 
whether  it  arose  from  commiseration  of  his  brother's  fate, 
or  the  reverence  he  bore  his  mother,  so  shattered  and 
broke  his  spirits,  that  for  the  space  of  almost  t^\■enty  years 
he  had  not  offered  to  concern  himself  in  any  honorable  or 
public  action.  When,  therefore,  he  was  pitched  upon  for 
a  general,  and,  joyfully  accepted  as  such  by  the  suffrages 
of  the  people,  Teleclides,  who  was  at  that  time  the  most 
powerful  and  distinguished  man  in  Corinth,  began  to  ex- 
hort him  that  he  would  act  now  like  a  man  of  worth  and 
gallantry :  "  For,"  said  he,  "  if  you  do  bravely  in  this  service 
we  shall  believe  that  you  delivered  us  from  a  tyrant ;  but 
if  otherwise  that  you  killed  your  brother."  While  he  was 
yet  preparing  to  set  sail,  and  enlisting  soldiers  to  embark 
with  him,  there  came  letters  to  the  Corinthians  from 
Hicetes,  plainly  disclosing  his  revolt  and  treachery.  For 
his  ambassadors  had  no  sooner  gone  for  Corinth,  but  lie 
openly  joined  the  Carthaginians,  negotiating  that  they 
might  assist  him  to  throw  out  Dionysius,  and  become 
master  of  Syracuse  in  his  room.    And  fearing  he  might  ba 
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disappointed  of  his  aim  if  troops  and  a  commander  should 
come  from  Corinth  hefore  this  were  etfected,  he  sent  a  letter 
it  advice  thither,  in  all  haste,  to  prevent  their  setting  out, 
telling  them  they  need  not  be  at  any  cost  and  trouble  upon 
Lis  account,  or  run  the  hazard  of  a  Sicilian  voyage,  espe- 
cially since  the  Carthaginians,  alliance  with  whom  against 
Dionysius  the  slowness  of  their  motions  had  compelled  him 
to  embrace,  would  dispute  their  passage,  and  lay  in  wait  to 
attack  them  with  a  numerous  fleet.  This  letter  being  pub- 
licly read,  if  any  had  been  cold  and  indifferent  before  as  to 
the  expedition  in  hand  the  indignation  they  now  conceived 
against  Hicetes  so  exasperated  and  inflamed  them  all  that 
they  willingly  contributed  to  supply  Timoleon,  and  endeav- 
ored with  one  accord  to  hasten  his  departure. 

When  the  vessels  were  equipped,  and  his  soldiers  every 
way  provided  for,  the  female  priest  of  Proserpina  had  a 
dream  or  vision  wherein  she  and  her  mother  Ceres  appeared 
to  them  in  a  travelling  garb,  and  were  heard  to  say  that 
they  were  going  to  sail  with  Timoleon  into  Sicily  ;  where- 
upon the  Corinthians,  having  built  a  sacred  galley,  devoted 
it  to  them,  and  called  it  the  galley  of  the  goddesses.  Ti- 
moleon went  in  person  to  Delphi,  where  he  sacrificed  to 
Apollo,  and,  descending  into  tlie  place  of  prophecy,  was 
surprised  with  the  following  marvellous  occurrence.  A 
riband,  with  crowns  and  figures  of  victory  embroidered 
upon  it,  slipped  off  from  among  the  gifts  that  were  there 
consecrated  and  hung  up  in  the  temple,  and  fell  directly 
down  upon  his  head;  so  that  Apollo  seemed  already  to 
crown  him  with  success,  and  send  him  thence  to  conquer 
and  triumph.  He  put  to  sea  only  with  seven  ships  of 
Corinth,  two  of  Corcyra,  and  a  tenth  which  was  furnished 
by  the  Leucadians ;  and  when  he  was  now  entered  into  the 
deep  by  night,  and  carried  with  a  prosperous  gale,  the 
heaven  seemed  all  on  a  sudden  to  break  open,  and  a  bright 
spreading  flame  to  issue  forth  from  it,  and  hover  over  the 
ship  he  was  in ;  and,  having  formed  itself  into  a  torch,  not 
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unlike  those  that  are  ust-d  in  the  mysteries,  it  began  to 
steer  the  same  course,  and  run  along  in  their  company, 
guiding  them  by  its  liglit  to  tliat  quarter  of  Italy  where 
they  designed  to  go  ashore.  The  soothsayers  affirmed,  that 
this  apparition  agreed  with  the  dream  of  the  holy  woman, 
since  the  goddesses  were  now  visibly  joining  in  the  expe- 
dition, and  sending  this  liglit  from  heaven  before  them: 
Sicily  being  thought  sacred  to  Proserpina,  as  poets  feign 
that  the  rape  was  committed  there,  and  that  the  island 
was  given  her  in  dowry  when  she  married  Pluto. 

These  early  demonstrations  of  divine  favor  greatly  en- 
couraged his  whole  army ;  so  that  making  all  the  speed 
they  were  able,  by  a  voyage  across  the  open  sea,  they  were 
soon  passing  along  the  coast  of  Italy.    But  the  tidings  that 
came  from  Sicily  much  pei'plexed  Timoleon,  and  disheart- 
ened his  soldiers.    For  Ilicetes,  having  already  beaten  Dio- 
iiysius  out  of  the  field,  and  reduced  most  of  the  quarters  of 
Syracuse  itself,  now  hemmed  him  in  and  besieged  him  in  the 
citadel  and  what  is  called  the  Island,  whither  he  was  fled  for 
his  last  refuge ;  while  the  Carthaginians,  by  agreement,  were 
to  make  it  their  business  to  hinder  Timoleon  from  landing  in 
any  port  of  Sicily  ;  so  that  he  and  his  party  being  driven 
back,  they  might  with  ease  and  at  their  own  leisure  divide 
the  island  among  themselves.  In  pursuance  of  which  design 
the  Carthaginians  sent  away  twenty  of  their  galleys  toRhe 
gium,  having  aboard  them  certain  ambassadors  from  Hi 
cctes  to  Timoleon,  who  carried  instructions  suitable  f( 
tliese  proceedings,  specious  amusements,  and  plausible 
stories,  to  color  and  conceal  dishonest  purposes.    Tliey  liad 
order  to  propose  and  demand  that  Timoleon  himself,  if  he 
liked  the  offer,  should  come  and  advise  with  Ilicetes  and 
partake  of  all  his  conquests,  but  that  he  might  send 
hack  his  ships  and  forces  to  Corinth,  since  the  war  was  in 
a  manner  finished,  and  the  Cartliaginians  had  blocked np 
the  passage,  determined  to  oppose  Uiein  if  they  sliould  try 
to  force  their  way  towards  the  shore.    When,  tlierefore 
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the  Corinthians  met  witli  tliese  envoys  at  Rliegium,  and 
received  their  message,  and  saw  the  Phoenician  vessels  rid- 
ing at  anchor  in  the  bay,  they  became  Iteenly  sensible  of 
the  abuse  that  was  put  upon  them,  and  felt  a  general  in- 
dignation against  Hicetes,  and  great  apprehensions  for  the 
Siceliots,  whom  they  now  plainly  perceived  to  be  as  it  were 
a  prize  and  recompense  to  Hicetes  on  one  side  for  his  per- 
fidy, and  to  the  Carthaginians  on  the  other  for  the  sover- 
eign power  they  secured  to  him.  For  it  seemed  utterly 
impossible  to  force  and  overbear  the  Carthaginian  ships 
that  lay  before  them  and  were  double  their  number,  as  also 
to  vanquish  the  victorious  troops  which  Hicetes  had  with 
him  in  Syracuse,  to  take  the  lead  of  which  very  troops 
they  had  undertaken  their  voyage. 

The  case  being  thus,  Timoleon,  after  some  conference 
with  the  envoys  of  Hicetes  and  the  Carthaginian  captains, 
told  them  he  should  readily  submit  to  their  proposals  (to 
what  purpose  would  it  be  to  refuse  compliance  ?) :  he  was 
desirous  only,  before  his  return  to  Corinth,  that  what  had 
passed  between  them  in  private  might  be  solemnly  declared 
before  the  people  of  Rhegium,  a  Greek  city,  and  a  common 
friend  to  the  parties  ;  this,  he  said,  would  very  much  con- 
duce to  his  own  security  and  discharge  ;  and  they  likewise 
would  more  strictly  observe  articles  of  agreement,  on  behall 
of  the  Syracusans,  which  they  had  obliged  themselves  to 
in  the  presence  of  so  many  witnesses.  The  design  of  all 
which  was  only  to  divert  their  attention,  while  he  got  an 
opportunity  of  slipping  away  from  their  fleet ;  a  contriv- 
ance that  all  the  principal  Rhegians  were  privy  and  assist- 
ing to,  who  had  a  great  desire  that  the  affairs  of  Sicily 
should  fall  into  Corinthian  hands,  and  dreaded  the  conse- 
quences of  having  barbarian  neighbors.  An  assembly  was 
therefore  called,  and  the  gates  shut,  that  the  citizens  might 
have  no  liberty  to  turn  to  other  business  ;  and  a  succession 
of  speakers  came  forward,  addressing  the  people  at  great 
length,  to  the  same  effect,  without  bringing  the  subject  to 
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any  conclusion,  making  way  caL-li  for  another  and  purposely 
spinning  out  the  time,  till  the  C  orinthian  galleys  should 
get  clear  of  the  haven  ;  the  Carthaginian  commanders  being 
detained  there  without  any  suspicion,  as  also  Timoleon  still 
remained  present,  and  gave  signs  as  if  he  were  just  pre- 
paring  to  make  an  oration.  But  upon  secret  notice  that 
the  rest  of  the  galleys  were  already  gone  off,  and  that  his 
alone  remained  waiting  for  him,  by  the  help  and  conceiil- 
ment  of  those  Rhegians  that  were  about  the  hustings  and 
favored  his  departure,  he  made  shift  to  slip  away  through 
the  crowd,  and  running  down  to  the  port,  set  sail  with  all 
speed  ;  and  having  reached  his  other  vessels,  they  came  all 
safe  to  Tauromenium  in  Sicily,  whither  they  had  beeu  for- 
merly invited,  and  where  they  were  now  kindly  received 
by  Andromachus,  then  ruler  of  the  city.  This  man  was 
father  of  Timseus  the  historian,  and  incomparably  the  best 
of  all  those  that  bore  sway  in  Sicily  at  that  time,  governing 
his  citizens  according  to  law  and  justice,  and  openly  pro- 
fessing an  aversion  and  enmity  to  all  tyrants ;  upon  which 
account  he  gave  Timoleon  leave  to  muster  up  his  troops 
there,  and  to  make  that  city  the  seat  of  war,  persuading  the 
inhabitants  to  join  their  arms  with  the  Corinthian  forces, 
and  assist  them  in  the  design  of  delivering  Sicily. 

But  the  Carthaginians  who  were  left  in  Rhegium  per- 
ceiving, when  the  assembly  was  dissolved,  that  Timoleon 
had  given  them  the  go-by,  were  not  a  little  vexed  to  see 
themselves  outwitted,  much  to  the  amusement  of  the  Rhe- 
gians,  who  could  not  but  smile  to  find  Phoenicians  complain 
of  being  cheated.  However,  they  despatched  a  messenger 
Aboard  one  of  their  galleys  to  Tauromenium,  who,  after 
much  blustering  in  the  insolent  barbaric  way,  and  many 
meiiaces  to  Andromachus  if  he  did  not  forthwith  send  the 
Corinthians  off,  stretched  out  his  hand  with  the  inside 
upward,  and  then  turning  it  down  again,  threatened  he 
would  handle  their  city  even  so,  and  turn  it  topsy-turvy 
In  as  little  time,  and  with  as  much  ease.  Andromachus. 
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laughing  at  the  man's  confidence,  made  no  other  reply,  but, 
imitating  his  gesture,  bid  him  hasten  his  own  departure, 
unless  he  had  a  mind  to  see  that  kind  of  dexterity  practised 
first  upon  the  galley  which  brought  him  hither. 

Hicetes,  informed  that  Timoleon  had  made  good  his  pas- 
sage, was  in  great  fear  of  what  might  follow,  and  sent  to 
desire  the  Carthaginians  that  a  large  number  of  galleys 
might  be  ordered  to  attend  and  secure  the  coast.  And  now 
it  was  that  the  Syracusans  began  wholly  to  despair  of 
safety,  seeing  the  Carthaginians  possessed  of  their  haven, 
Hicetes  master  of  the  town,  and  Dionysius  supreme  in  the 
citadel ;  while  Timoleon  had  as  yet  but  a  slender  hold  of 
Sicily,  as  it  were  by  the  fringe  or  border  of  it,  in  the  small 
city  of  the  Tauromenians,  with  a  feeble  hope  and  a  poor 
company ;  having  but  a  thousand  soldiers  at  the  most,  and 
no  more  provisions,  either  of  corn  or  money,  than  were  just 
necessary  for  the  maintenance  and  the  pay  of  that  incon- 
siderable number.  Nor  did  the  other  towns  of  Sicily  con- 
fide in  him,  overpowered  as  they  were  with  violence  and 
outrage,  and  embittered  against  all  that  should  offer  to 
lead  armies,  by  the  treacherous  conduct  chiefly  of  Callipus, 
an  Athenian,  and  Pharax,  a  Lacedaemonian  captain,  both  of 
whom,  after  giving  out  that  the  design  of  their  coming  was 
to  introduce  liberty  and  to  depose  tyrants,  so  tyrannized 
themselves,  that  the  reign  of  former  oppressors  seemed  to 
be  a  golden  age  in  comparison,  and  the  Sicilians  began  to 
consider  those  more  happy  who  had  expired  in  servitude, 
than  any  that  had  lived  to  see  such  a  dismal  freedom. 

Looking,  therefore,  for  no  better  usage  from  the  Corin- 
thian general,  but  imagining  that  it  was  only  the  same  old 
course  of  things  once  more,  specious  pretences  and  false 
professions  to  allure  them  by  fair  hopes  and  kind  promises 
into  the  obedience  of  a  new  master,  they  all,  with  one  ac- 
cord, unless  it  were  the  people  of  Adranum,  suspected  the 
exhortations,  and  rejected  the  overtures  that  were  made 
them  in  his  name.   These  were  inhabitants  of  a  small  city, 
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consecrated  to  Adranus,  a  certain  god  that  was  in  higlj 
veneration  tlirougbout  Sicily,  and,  as  it  happened,  they 
were  then  at  variance  among  themselves,  insomuch  that 
one  party  called  in  Ilicetes  and  the  Carthaginians  to  assist 
them,  while  the  other  sent  proposals  to  Timoleon.  It  so 
fell  out  that  these  auxiliaries,  striving  ^^•hicll  should  be 
soonest,  both  arrived  at  Adranum  about  the  same  time; 
Ilicetes  bringing  with  him  at  least  five  thousand  men, 
while  all  the  force  Timoleon  could  make  did  not  exceed 
twelve  hundred.  With  these  he  marched  out  of  Tauro- 
menium,  which  was  about  three  hundred  and  forty  fur- 
longs distant  from  that  city.  The  first  day  he  moved  but 
slowly,  and  took  up  his  quarters  betimes  after  a  short  jour- 
ney; but  the  day  following  he  quickened  his  pace,  and, 
having  passed  through  much  difficult  ground,  towards 
evening  received  advice  that  Ilicetes  was  just  approaching 
Adranum,  and  pitching  his  camp  before  it;  upon  which 
intelligence,  his  captains  and  other  officers  caused  the  van- 
guard to  halt,  that  the  army  being  refreshed,  and  having 
reposed  a  while,  might  engage  the  enemy  with  better 
heart.  But  Timoleon,  coming  up  in  haste,  desired  them 
not  to  stop  for  that  reason,  but  rather  use  all  possible  dili- 
gence to  surprise  the  enemy,  whom  probably  they  would 
now  find  in  disorder,  as  having  lately  ended  their  march 
and  being  taken  up  at  present  in  erecting  tents  and  pre- 
paring supper ;  Avhicli  he  had  no  sooner  said,  but  laying 
hold  of  his  buckler  and  putting  himself  m  the  front,  he  led 
them  on  as  it  were  to  certain  victory.  The  braveness  of 
such  a  leader  made  them  all  follow  him  with  like  courage 
and  assurance.  They  were  now  within  less  than  thirty 
furlongs  of  Adranum,  which  they  quickly  traversed,  and 
immediately  fell  in  upon  the  enemy,  who  were  seized  with 
confusion,  and  began  to  retire  at  their  first  approaches ;  one 
consequence  of  which  was  that,  amidst  so  little  opposition, 
and  so  early  and  general  a  flight,  there  were  not  many 
more  than  three  hundred  slain,  and  about  twice  the  num- 
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ber  made  prisoners.  Their  camp  and  baggage,  however, 
was  all  taken.  The  fortune  of  this  onset  soon  induced 
the  Adranitans  to  unlock  their  gates,  and  to  embrace 
the  interest  of  Timoleon,  to  whom  they  recounted,  with  a 
mixture  of  affright  and  admiration,  how,  at  the  very  minute 
of  the  encounter,  the  doors  of  their  temple  flew  open  of 
their  owji  accord,  that  the  javelin  also,  which  their  god 
held  in  his  hand,  was  observed  to  tremble  at  the  point,  and 
that  drops  of  sweat  had  been  seen  running  down  his  face ; 
prodigies  that  not  only  presaged  the  victory  then  obtained, 
but  were  an  omen,  it  seems,  of  all  his  future  exploits,  to 
which  this  lirst  happy  action  gave  the  occasion. 

For  now  the  neighboring  cities  and  potentates  sent  depu- 
ties, one  upon  another,  to  seek  his  friendship  and  make 
offer  of  their  service.  Among  the  I'est  Mamercus,  the 
tyrant  of  Catana,  an  experienced  warrior  and  a  wealthy 
prince,  made  proposals  of  alliance  with  him,  and  what  was 
of  greater  importance  still,  Dionysius  himself  being  now 
grown  desperate,  and  well-nigh  forced  to  surrender,  despis- 
ing Hieetes  who  hp d  been  thus  shamefully  baffled,  and  ad- 
miring the  valor  of  Timoleon,  found  means  to  advertise 
him  and  his  Corinthians  that  he  should  be  content  to  de- 
liver up  himself  and  the  citadel  into  their  hands.  Timoleon, 
gladly  embracing  this  unlooked-for  advantage,  sends  away 
Euclides  and  Telemachus,  two  Corinthian  captains,  with 
four  hundred  men,  for  the  seizure  and  custody  of  the  castle, 
with  directions  to  enter  not  all  at  once,  or  in  open  view, 
that  being  impracticable  so  long  as  the  enemy  kept  guard, 
but  by  stealth,  and  in  small  companies.  And  so  they  took 
possession  of  the  fortress  and  the  palace  of  Dionysius,  with 
all  the  stores  and  ammunition  he  had  prepared  and  laid  up 
to  maintain  the  war.  They  found  a  good  number  of  horses, 
every  variety  of  engines,  a  multitude  of  darts,  and  weapons 
to  arm  seventy  thousand  men  (a  magazine  that  had  been 
formed  from  ancient  time),  besides  two  thousand  soldiers 
that  were  then  with  him,  whom  he  gave  up  with  the  rest 
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for  Timoleon's  service.  Dionysius  himself,  putting  his 
treasure  aboard,  and  talcing  a  few  friends,  sailed  away 
unobserved  by  Hicetes,  and  being  brouglit  to  the  camp  of 
Timoleon,  there  first  appeared  in  the  humble  dress  of  a 
private  person,  and  was  shortly  after  sent  to  Corinth  with 
a  single  ship  and  a  small  sum  of  money.  Born  and  educated 
in  the  most  splendid  court  and  the  most  absolute  mouarchy 
that  ever  was,  which  he  held  and  kept  up  for  the  space  of 
ten  years  succeeding  his  father's  death,  he  had,  after  Dion's 
expedition,  spent  twelve  other  years  in  a  continual  agitation 
of  wars  and  contests,  and  great  variety  of  fortune,  during 
which  time  all  the  mischiefs  he  had  committed  in  his  former 
reign  were  more  than  repaid  by  the  ills  he  himself  then 
suffered,  since  he  lived  to  see  the  deaths  of  his  sons  in  the 
prime  and  vigor  of  their  age,  and  the  rape  of  his  daughters 
in  the  flower  of  their  virginity,  and  the  wicked  abuse  of 
his  sister  and  his  wife,  who,  after  being  first  exposed  to  all 
the  lawless  insults  of  the  soldiery,  was  then  murdered  with 
her  children,  and  cast  into  the  sea  ;  the  particulars  of  which 
are  more  exactly  given  in  the  life  of  Dion. 

Upon  the  news  of  his  landing  at  Corinth,  there  was 
hardly  a  man  in  Greece  who  had  not  the  curiosity  to  come 
and  view  the  late  formidable  tyrant,  and  say  some  words 
to  him ;  part,  rejoicing  at  his  disasters,  were  led  thither 
out  of  mere  spite  and  hatred,  that  they  might  have  the 
pleasure  of  trampling,  as  it  were,  on  the  ruins  of  his  broken 
fortune;  but  others,  letting  their  attention  and  their 
sympathy  turn  rather  to  the  changes  and  revolutions  of 
his  life,  could  not  but  see  in  them  a  proof  of  the  strength 
and  potency  with  which  divine  and  unseen  causes  operate 
amidst  the  weakness  of  human  and  visible  things.  For 
neither  art  nor  nature  did  in  that  age  produce  anything 
comparable  to  this  work  and  wonder  of  fortune  which 
showed  the  very  same  man,  that  was  not  long  before  su- 
preme monarch  of  Sicily,  loitering  about  perhaps  in  the  fish- 
market,  or  sitting  in  a  perfumer's  shop  drinking  the  diluted 
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wine  of  taverns,  or  squabbliug  in  the  street  with  common 
women,  or  pretending  to  instruct  the  singing  women  of 
the  theatre,  and  seriously  disputing  with  them  about  the 
measure  and  harmony  of  pieces  of  music  that  were  per- 
formed there.  Such  beliavior  on  his  part  was  variously 
criticised.  He  was  thought  by  many  to  act  thus  out  of 
pure  compliance  with  his  own  natural  indolent  and  vicious 
inclinations ;  while  finer  judges  were  of  the  opinion,  that 
in  all  this  he  was  playing  a  politic  part,  with  a  design  to 
be  contemned  among  them,  and  that  the  Corinthians  might 
not  feel  any  apprehension  or  suspicion  of  his  being  uneasy 
under  his  reverse  of  fortune,  or  solicitous  to  retrieve  it ; 
to  avoid  which  danger,  he  purposely  and  against  his  true 
nature  affected  an  appearance  of  folly  and  want  of  spirit  in 
his  private  life  and  amusements. 

However  it  be,  there  are  sayings  and  repartees  of  his  left 
still  upon  record,  which  seem  to  show  that  he  not  ignobly 
accommodated  himself  to  his  present  circumstances ;  as 
may  appear  in  part  from  the  ingenuousness  of  the  avowal 
he  made  on  coming  to  Leucadia,  which,  as  well  as  Syracuse, 
was  a  Corinthian  colony,  where  he  told  the  inhabitants, 
that  he  found  himself  not  unlike  boys  who  had  been  in 
fault,  who  can  talk  cheerfully  with  their  brothers,  but  are 
ashamed  to  see  their  father ;  so  likewise  he,  he  said,  could 
gladly  reside  with  them  in  that  island,  whereas  he  felt  a 
certain  awe  upon  his  mind,  which  made  him  averse  to  the 
sight  of  Corinth,  that  was  a  common  mother  to  them  both. 
The  thing  is  further  evident  from  the  reply  he  once  made 
to  a  stranger  in  Corinth,  who  deriding  him  in  a  rude  and 
scornful  manner  about  the  conferences  he  used  to  have 
with  philosophers,  whose  company  had  been  one  of  his 
pleasures  while  yet  a  monarch,  and  demanding,  in  fine, 
what  he  was  the  better  now  for  all  those  wise  and  learned 
discourses  of  Plato,  "  Do  you  think,"  said  he,  "  I  have 
made  no  profit  of  his  philosophy,  when  you  see  me  bear 
my  change  of  fortune  as  I  do  ? "   And  when  Aristoxenus 
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the  musician,  and  several  others,  deisired  to  know  how 
Plate  oli'eiided  him,  and  what  had  been  the  ground  of  hi« 
displeasure  with  him,  he  made  answer,  that  of  the  manv 
evils  attaching  to  the  condition  of  sovereignty,  the  oiio 
greatest  infelicity  was  that  none  of  those  who  were 
accounted  friends  would  venture  to  speak  freely,  oi 
tell  the  plain  truth ;  and  that  by  means  of  such  he  had 
been  deprived  of  Plato's  kindness.  At  another  time, 
when  one  of  those  pleasant  companions  that  are  desirous 
to  pass  for  wits,  in  mockery  to  Dionysius,  as  if  he  were 
still  the  tyrant,  shook  out  the  folds  of  liis  cloak,  as  he  was 
entering  into  a  room  where  he  was,  to  show  there  were 
no  concealed  weapons  about  him,  Dionysius,  by  way  of 
retort,  observed,  that  he  would  prefer  he  would  do  so 
on  leaving  the  room,  as  a  security  that  he  was  carrying 
nothing  off  with  him.  And  when  Philip  of  Macedon,  at  a 
drinking  party,  began  to  speak  in  banter  about  the  verses 
and  tragedies  which  his  father,  Dionysius  the  elder,  had 
left  behind  him,  and  pretended  to  wonder  how  he  could  get 
any  time  from  his  other  business  to  compose  such  elaboratfl 
and  ingenious  pieces,  he  replied,  very  much  to  the  pur 
pose,  "  It  was  at  those  leisurable  hours,  which  such  as  yoa 
and  I,  and  those  we  call  happy  men,  bestow  upon  our  cups." 
Plato  had  not  the  opportunity  to  see  Dionysius  at  Corinth, 
being  already  dead  before  he  came  thither ;  but  Diogenes 
of  Sinope,  at  their  first  meeting  in  the  street  there,  saluted 
him  with  the  ambiguous  expression,  "  O  Dionysius,  how 
little  you  deserve  your  present  life  ! ''  Upon  which  Diony. 
Bins  stopped  and  replied,  "  I  thank  you,  Diogenes,  for  your 
condolence."  "Condole  with  you!"  replied  Diogenes; 
«'do  you  not  suppose  that,  on  the  contrary,  1  am  indignant 
that  such  a  slave  as  you,  who,  if  you  had  your  due,  should 
have  been  let  alone  to  grow  old,  and  die  in  the  state  of 
tyranny,  as  your  father  did  before  you,  should  now  enjoy 
the  ease  of  private  persons,  and  be  here  to  sport  and  frolio 
la  our  society  ? "    So  that  when  1  compare  those  sad 
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stories  of  Philistus,  touching  tlie  dangliters  of  Leptines, 
wliere  he  raalces  pitiful  moan  on  their  behalf,  as  fallen  from 
all  the  blessings  and  advantages  of  powerful  greatness  to 
the  miseries  of  an  humble  life,  they  seem  to  me  like  the 
lamentations  of  a  woman  who  has  lost  her  box  of  ointment, 
her  purple  dresses,  and  her  golden  trinkets.  Such  anec- 
dotes will  not,  I  conceive,  be  thought  either  foreign  to  my 
purpose  of  writing  Lives,  or  unprofitable  in  tliemselves,  by 
such  readers  as  are  not  in  too  much  haste,  or  busied  and 
taken  up  with  other  concerns. 

But  if  the  misfortune  of  Dionysius  appears  strange  and 
extraordinary,  we  shall  have  no  less  reason  to  wonder  at 
the  good  fortune  of  Timoleon,  who,  within  fifty  days  after 
his  landing  in  Sicily,  both  recovered  the  citadel  of  Syra- 
cuse, and  sent  Dionysius  an  exile  into  Peloponnesus.  Tliis 
lucky  beginning  so  animated  the  Corinthians,  that  they 
ordered  him  a  supply  of  two  thousand  foot  and  two  hun- 
dred horse,  who,  reaching  Thurii,  intended  to  cross  over 
chence  into  Sicily ;  but  finding  the  whole  sea  beset  witli 
Carthaginian  ships,  which  made  their  passage  impractica- 
ble, they  were  constrained  to  stop  there,  and  watch  their 
opportunity:  which  time,  however,  was  employed  in  a 
noble  action.  For  the  Thurians,  going  out  to  war  against 
their  Bruttian  enemies,  left  their  city  in  charge  with  these 
Corinthian  strangers,  who  defended  it  as  carefully  as  if  it 
had  been  their  own  country,  and  faithfully  resigned  it  up 
again. 

Hicetes,  in  the  interim,  continued  still  to  besiege  the 
castle  of  Syracuse,  and  hindered  all  provisions  from 
coming  in  by  sea  to  relieve  the  Coi'inthians  that  were  in  it 
He  had  engaged  also,  and  despatched  towards  Adranum, 
two  unknown  foreigners  to  assassinate  Timoleon,  whr- 
at  no  time  kept  any  standing  guard  about  his  person, 
and  was  then  altogether  secure,  diverting  himself, 
without  any  apprehension,  among  the  citizens  of  the 
p^-ace,  it  being  a  festival  in  honor  of  their  gods.  The 
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two  men  that  were  sent,  having  casually  heard  that 
Tinioleon  was  about  to  sacrifice,  came  directly  into  the 
temple  with  poniards  under  their  cloaks,  and  pressing  in 
among  the  crowd,  by  little  and  little  got  up  close  to  the  altar ; 
but,  as  they  were  just  looking  for  a  sign  from  each  other 
to  begin  the  attempt,  a  third  person  struck  one  of  them  over 
the  head  with  a  sword,  upon  whose  sudden  fall,  neither 
he  that  gave  the  blow,  nor  the  partisan  of  hira  that  re- 
ceived it,  kept  their  stations  any  longer;  but  the  one, 
making  way  with  his  bloody  sword,  put  no  stop  to  his 
flight,  till  he  gained  the  top  of  a  certain  lofty  precipice, 
while  the  other,  laying  hold  of  the  altar,  besought  Timoleon 
to  spare  his  life,  and  he  would  reveal  to  him  the  whole  con. 
spiracy.  His  pardon  being  granted,  he  confessed  that  both 
himself  and  his  dead  companion  were  sent  thither  purposely 
to  slay  him.  While  this  discovery  was  made,  he  that  killed 
the  other  conspirator  had  been  fetched  down  from  his  sanct- 
uary  of  the  rock,  loudly  and  often  protesting,  as  he  came 
along,  that  there  was  no  injustice  in  the  fact,  as  he  had  only 
taken  righteous  vengeance  for  his  father's  blood,  whom  this 
man  had  murdered  before  in  the  city  of  Leontini ;  the  truth 
of  which  was  attested  by  several  there  present,  who  could  not 
choose  but  wonder  too  at  the  strange  dexterity  of  fortune's 
operations,  the  facility  with  which  she  makes  one  event  the 
spring  and  motion  to  something  wholly  different,  uniting 
every  scattered  accident  and  loose  particular  and  remote 
action,  and  interweaving  tliem  together  to  serve  her  pur- 
post,  ;  so  that  things  that  in  theinselves  seem  to  have  no 
connection  or  interdciiendence  whatsoever,  become  in  her 
hands,  so  to  say,  tlie  t  nd  and  the  beginning  of  each  other. 
The  Corinthians,  satisfied  as  to  the  innocence  of  this  season- 
ible  feat,  honored  and  rewarded  the  author  with  a  present 
^f  ten  pounds  in  their  nidnev,  since  he  had,  as  it  were,  lent 
ihe  use  of  his  just  resentment  to  the  tutelar  genius  that 
seemed  to  be  protecting  Tinioleon,  and  liad  not  itre-expended 
this  anger,  so  long  ago  cuneeived,  but  had  reser"«d  and 
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deferred,  under  fortune's  guidance,  for  his  preservation,  tlia 
revenge  of  a  private  quarrel. 

But  this  fortunate  escape  had  effects  and  consequences 
beyond  the  present,  as  it  inspired  the  highest  hopes  and 
future  expectations  of  Timoleon,  making  people  reverence 
and  protect  him  as  a  sacred  person  sent  by  heaven  to  revenge 
and  redeem  Sicily.  Hicetes,  having  missed  his  aim  in  this 
enterprise,  and  perceiving,  also,  that  many  went  off  and  sided 
with  Timoleon,  began  to  chide  himself  for  his  foolish  modesty, 
that,  when  so  considerable  a  force  of  the  Carthaginians  lay 
ready  to  be  commanded  by  him,  he  had  employed  them 
hitiierto  by  degrees  and  in  small  numbers,  introducing  their 
reinforcements  by  stealth  and  clandestinely,  as  if  he  had  been 
ashamed  of  the  action.  Therefore,  now  laying  aside  hia 
former  nicety,  he  calls  in  Mago,  their  admiral,  with  his  whole 
navy,  who  presently  set  sail,  and  seized  upon  the  port  with  a 
formidable  fleet  of  at  least  a  hundred  and  fifty  vessels,  land, 
ing  there  sixty  thousand  foot,  which  were  all  lodged  within 
the  city  of  Syracuse;  so  that,  in  all  men's  opinion,  the  time 
anciently  talked  of  and  long  expected,  wherein  Sicily  should 
be  subj  ugated  by  barbarians,  was  now  come  to  its  fatal  period. 
For  in  all  their  preceding  wars  and  many  desperate  conflicts 
with  Sicily,  the  Carthaginians'had  never  been  able,  before 
this,  to  take  Syracuse ;  whereas  Hicetes  now  receiving  them 
and  putting  them  into  their  hands,  you  might  see  it  become 
now  as  it  were  a  camp  of  barbarians.  By  this  means,  the 
Corinthian  soldiers  that  kept  the  castle  found  themselves 
brought  into  great  danger  and  hardship ;  as,  besides  that 
their  provision  grew  scarce,  and  they  began  to  be  in  want, 
because  the  havens  were  strictly  guarded  and  blocked  up, 
the  enemy  exercised  them  still  with  skirmishes  and  combats 
about  their  walls,  and  they  were  not  only  obliged  to  be  con- 
tinually in  arms,  but  to  divide  and  prepare  themselves  for 
assaults  and  encounters  of  every  kind,  and  to  repel  every 
variety  of  the  means  of  offence  employed  by  a  besieging  army. 

Timoleon  made  shift  to  relieve  them  in  these  straits,  send 
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ing  corn  from  Catana  by  small  fishing-boats  and  little  sklfig, 
which  commonly  gained  a  passage  througli  the  Carthaginian 
galleys  in  times  of  storm,  stealing  up  when  the  blockading 
ships  were  driven  apart  and  dispersed  by  the  stress  oi 
weather ;  which  Mago  and  Hicetes  observing,  they  agreed 
to  fall  upon  Catana,  from  whence  these  supplies  were  brought 
in  to  the  besieged,  and  accordingly  put  off  from  Syracuse, 
taking  with  them  the  best  soldiers  in  their  whole  army. 
Upon  this  Neon  the  Corinthian,  who  was  captain  of  those 
that  kept  the  citadel,  taking  notice  that  the  enemies  who 
stayed  there  beliind  were  very  negligent  and  careless  in 
keeping  guard,  made  a  sudden  sally  upon  them  as  they  lay 
scattered,  and,  killing  some  and  putting  others  to  flight, 
he  took  and  possessed  himself  of  that  quarter  which  they 
call  Acradina,  and  was  thought  to  be  the  strongest  and 
most  impregnable  part  of  Syracuse,  a  city  made  up  and 
compacted,  as  it  were,  of  several  towns  put  together. 
Having  thus  stored  himself  with  corn  and  money,  he  did 
not  abandon  the  place,  nor  retire  again  into  the  castle,  but 
fortifying  the  precincts  of  Acradina,  and  joining  it  by  works 
to  the  citadel,  he  undertook  the  defence  of  both.  Mago 
and  Hicetes  were  now  come  near  to  Catana,  when  a  horse- 
man, despatched  from  Syracuse,  brought  them  tidings  that 
Acradina  was  taken ;  upon  which  they  returned,  in  all 
haste,  with  great  disorder  and  confusion,  having  neither 
been  able  to  reduce  the  city  they  went  against,  nor  to  pre 
serve  that  they  wei"e  masters  of. 

These  successes,  indeed,  were  such  as  might  leave  fore- 
sight and  courage  a  pretence  still  of  disputing  it  with  fort- 
une, which  contributed  most  to  the  result.  But  the  next 
following  event  can  scarcely  be  ascribed  to  anything  but 
pure  felicity.  The  Corinthian  soldiers  who  stayed  at 
Thurii,  partly  for  fear  of  the  Carthaginian  galleys  whieb 
lay  in  wait  for  them  under  the  command  of  Ilannp,  and 
partly  because  of  tempestuous  weather  which  had  lasted 
for  many  days,  and  rendered  the  sea  dangerous,  took  8  res 
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jlution  to  march  by  land  over  the  Bruttian  territories,  and 
what  with  persuasion  and  force  together,  made  good  their 
passage  through  those  barbarians  to  the  city  of  Rhegiuni,, 
the  sea  being  still  rough  and  raging  as  before.  But  Hanno, 
not  expecting  the  Corinthians  would  venture  out,  and  sup 
posing  it  would  be  useless  to  wait  there  any  longer,  be 
thought  himself,  as  he  imagined,  of  a  most  ingenious  and 
clever  stratagem  apt  to  delude  and  ensnare  the  enemy ;  in 
pursuance  of  which  he  commanded  the  seamen  to  crown 
themselves  with  garlands,  and  adorning  his  galleys  with 
bucklers  both  of  the  Greek  and  Carthaginian  make,  he 
sailed  away  for  Syracuse  in  this  triumphant  equipage,  and 
using  all  his  oars  as  he  passed  under  the  castle  with  raucb 
shouting  and  laughter,  cried  out,  on  purpose  to  dishearten 
the  besieged,  that  he  was  come  from  vanquishing  and  tak 
ing  the  Corinthian  succors,  which  he  fell  upon  at  sea  as 
they  were  passing  over  into  Sicily.  While  he  was  thus 
trifling  and  playing  his  tricks  before  Syracuse,  the  Cor 
Inthians,  now  come  as  far  as  Rhegium,  observing  the  coast 
clear,  and  that  the  wind  was  laid  as  it  were  by  miracle,  to 
afford  them  in  all  appearance  a  quiet  and  smooth  passage, 
went  immediately  aboard  on  such  little  barks  and  fishing- 
boats  as  were  then  at  hand,  and  got  over  to  Sicily  with 
such  complete  safety  and  in  such  an  extraordinary  calm, 
that  they  drew  their  horses  by  the  reins,  swimming  along 
by  them  as  the  vessels  went  across. 

When  they  were  all  landed,  Timoleon  came  to  receive 
them,  and  by  their  means  at  once  obtained  possession  of 
Messena,  from  whence  he  marched  in  good  order  to  Syra- 
cuse, trusting  more  to  his  late  prosperous  achievements 
than  his  present  strength,  as  the  whole  army  he  had  then 
with  him  did  not  exceed  the  number  of  four  thousand . 
Mago,  however,  was  troubled  and  fearful  at  the  first  notice 
of  his  coming,  and  grew  more  apprehensive  and  jealous 
Btill  upon  the  following  occasion.  The  marshes  about 
Syracuse,  that  receive  a  great  deal  of  fresh  water,  as  wet 
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from  springs  as  from  lakes  and  rivers  discharging  them 
selves  into  the  sea,  breed  abundance  of  eels,  which  may  bi 
always  taken  there  in  great  quantities  by  any  that  will  fish 
for  them.   The  mercenary  soldiers  that  served  on  both  sides 
were  wont  to  follow  the  sport  together  at  their  vacant 
hours,  and  upon  any  cessation  of  arms ;  who  being  all 
Greeks,  and  having  no  cause  of  private  enmity  to  each 
other,  as  they  would  venture  bravely  in  fight,  so  in  times 
of  truce  used  to  meet  and  converse  amicably  together. 
And  at  this  present  time,  while  engaged  about  this  com- 
mon business  of  fishing,  they  fell  into  talk  together ;  and 
some  expressing  their  admiration  of  the  neighboring  sea, 
and  others  telling  how  much  they  were  taken  with  the 
convenienco  and  commodiousness  of  the  buildings  and 
public  works,  one  of  the  Corinthian  party  took  occasion  to 
demand  of  the  others :  "  And  is  it  possible  that  you  who 
are  Grecians  born  should  be  so  forward  to  reduce  a  city  ot 
this  greatness,  and  enjoying  so  many  rare  advantages,  into 
the  state  of  barbarism  ;  and  lend  your  assistance  to  plant 
Carthaginians,  that  are  the  worst  and  bloodiest  of  men,  so 
much  the  nearer  to  us  ?  whereas  you  should  rather  wish 
there  were  many  more  Sicilies  to  lie  between  them  and 
Greece.   Have  you  so  little  sense  as  to  believe,  that  they 
come  hither  with  an  army,  from  the  Pillars  of  Hercules 
and  the  Atlantic  Sea,  to  hazard  themselves  for  the  estab- 
lishment  of  Hicetes  ?  who,  if  he  had  had  the  consideration 
which  becomes  a  general,  would  never  have  thrown  out  his 
ancestors  and  founders  to  bring  in  the  enemies  of  his  country 
in  the  room  of  them,  when  he  might  have  enjoyed  all 
suitable  honor  and  command,  with  consent  of  Timoleon 
and  the  rest  of  Corinth."   The  Greeks  that  were  in  pay 
with  Hicetes,  noising  these  discourses  about  their  carap, 
gave  Mago  some  ground  to  suspect,  as  indeed  he  had  long 
Bought  for  a  pretence  to  be  gone,  that  there  was  treachery 
contrived  against  him  ;  so  that,  altliough  Hicetes  entreated 
him  to  tarry,  and  made  it  appear  how  much  stronger  the) 
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rere  than  the  enemy,  yet,  conceiving  they  came  far  more 
Bhort  of  Timoleon  in  respect  of  courage  and  fortune,  than 
they  surpassed  him  in  number,  he  presently  went  aboard 
and  set  sail  for  Africa,  letting  Sicily  escape  out  of  his  hands 
with  dishonor  to  himself,  and  for  such  uncertain  causes, 
that  no  human  reason  could  give  an  account  of  his  de- 
parture. 

The  day  after  he  went  away,  Timoleon  came  up  before 
tlie  city,  In  array  for  a  battle.  But  when  he  and  his  com- 
pany heard  of  this  sudden  flight,  and  saw  the  docks  all 
empty,  they  could  not  forbear  laughing  at  the  cowardice  of 
Mago,  and  in  mockery  caused  proclamation  to  be  made 
through  the  city  that  a  reward  would  be  given  to  any  one 
who  could  bring  them  tidings  whither  the  Carthaginian 
fleet  had  conveyed  itself  from  them.  However,  Hicetes 
resolving  to  fight  it  out  alone,  and  not  quitting  his  hold  of 
the  city,  but  sticking  close  to  the  quarters  he  was  in  pos- 
session of,  places  that  were  well  fortified  and  not  easy  to 
be  attacked,  Timoleon  divided  his  forces  into  three  parts, 
and  fell  himself  upon  the  side  where  the  river  Anapus  ran, 
which  was  most  strong  and  difiicult  of  access  ;'and  he  com- 
manded those  that  were  led  by  Isias,  a  Corinthian  captain, 
to  make  their  assault  from  the  post  of  Acradina,  while 
Dinarchus  and  Demaretus,  that  brought  him  the  last  supply 
from  Corinth,  were,  with  a  third  division,  to  attempt  the 
quarter  called  Epipolse.  A  considerable  impression  being 
made  from  every  side  at  once,  the  soldiers  of  Hicetes  were 
beaten  off  and  put  to  flight ;  and  this, — that  the  city  came 
to  be  taken  by  storm,  and  fall  suddenly  into  their  hands, 
upon  the  defeat  and  rout  of  the  enemy, — we  must  in  all 
justice  ascribe  to  the  valor  of  the  assailants,  and  the  wise 
conduct  of  their  general ;  but  that  not  so  much  as  a  man  of 
the  Corinthians  was  either  slain  or  wounded  in  the  action, 
this  the  good  fortune  of  Timoleon  seems  to  challenge  for 
her  own  work,  as  though,  in  a  sort  of  rivalry  with  liis  own 
personal  exertions,  she  made  it  her  aim  to  exceed  ;uid  ob- 
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Bcuve  his  actions  by  her  favors,  that  tliose  who  heard  him 
commended  for  liis  noble  deeds  might  rather  admire  the 
happiness  than  the  merit  of  them.  For  the  fame  of  what 
was  done  not  only  passed  through  all  Sicily,  and  iSlled  Italy 
with  wonder,  but  even  Greece  itself,  after  a  few  days,  came 
to  ring  with  the  greatness  of  his  exploit ;  insomuch  that 
those  of  Corinth,  who  had  as  yet  no  certainty  that  their 
auxiliaries  were  landed  on  the  island,  had  tidings  brought 
them  at  the  same  time  that  they  were  safe  and  were  con- 
querors.  In  so  prosperous  a  course  did  affairs  run,  and 
such  was  the  speed  and  celerity  of  execution  with  rihich 
fortune,  as  with  a  new  ornament,  set  off  the  native  lustres 
of  the  performance. 

Timoleon,  being  master  of  the  citadel,  avoided  the  error 
which  Dion  had  been  guilty  of.  He  spared  not  the  place 
for  the  beauty  and  sumptuousness  of  its  fabric,  and,  keeping 
clear  of  those  suspicions  which  occasioned  first  the  unpopu- 
larity and  afterwards  the  fall  of  Dion,  made  a  public  crier 
give  notice,  that  all  the  Syracusans  who  were  willing  to 
have  a  hand  in  the  work,  should  bring  pick-axes  and  mat- 
tocks, and  other  instruments,  and  help  him  to  demolish  the 
fortifications  of  the  tyrants.  When  they  all  came  up  with 
one  accord,  looking  upon  that  order  and  that  day  as  the 
surest  foundation  of  their  liberty,  they  not  only  pulled 
down  the  castle,  but  overturned  the  palaces  and  monuments 
adjoining,  and  whatever  else  might  preserve  any  memory 
of  former  tyrants.  Having  soon  levelled  and  cleared  the 
place,  he  there  presently  erected  courts  for  administration 
of  justice,  ratifying  the  citizens  by  this  means,  and  build- 
ing popular  government  on  the  fall  and  ruin  of  tyranny. 
But  since  he  had  recovered  a  city  destitute  of  inhabitants, 
some  of  them  dead  in  civil  wavs  and  insurrections,  and 
others  being  fled  to  escape  tyrants,  so  that  through  solitude 
and  want  of  people  the  great  market-place  of  Syracuse  was 
overgrown  with  such  quantity  of  rank  herbage  that  it  be- 
came a  pasture  for  their  horses,  the  grooms  lying  along  in 
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the  grass  as  they  fed  by  them ;  while  also  other  towns, 
very  few  excepted,  were  become  full  of  stags  and  wild 
boars,  so  that  those  who  had  nothing  else  to  do  went  fre- 
quently a- hunting,  and  found  game  in  the  suburbs  and  about 
the  walls ;  and  not  one  of  those  who  possessed  themselves 
of  castles,  or  made  garrisons  in  the  country,  could  be  per- 
suaded to  quit  their  present  abode,  or  would  accept  an 
invitation  to  return  back  into  the  city,  so  much  did  they  all 
dread  and  abhor  the  very  name  of  assemblies  and  forms  of 
government  and  public  speaking,  that  had  produced  the 
gi-eater  part  of  those  usurpers  who  had  successively  assumed 
a  dominion  over  them, — Timoleon,  therefore,  with  the 
Syracusans  that  remained,  considering  this  vast  desolation, 
and  how  little  hope  there  was  to  have  it  otherwise  supplied, 
thought  good  to  write  to  the  Corinthians,  requesting 
that  they  would  send  a  colony  out  of  Greece  to  repeople 
Syracuse.  For  else  the  land  about  it  would  lie  unim- 
proved ;  and  besides  this,  they  expected  to  be  involved 
in  a  greater  war  from  Africa,  having  news  brought 
them  that  Mago  had  killed  himself,  and  that  the  Car- 
thaginians, out  of  rage  for  his  ill-conduct  in  the  late 
expedition,  had  caused  his  body  to  be  nailed  upon  a 
cross  and  that  they  were  raising  a  mighty  force,  with 
design  to  make  their  descent  upon  Sicily  the  next 
summer. 

These  letters  from  Timoleon  being  delivered  at  Corinth, 
and  the  ambassadors  of  Syracuse  beseeching  them  at  the 
same  time  that  they  would  take  upon  them  the  care  of 
■•^heir  poor  city,  and  once  again  become  the  founders  of  it, 
the  Corinthians  were  not  tempted  by  any  feeling  of  cupidity 
to  lay  hold  of  the  advantage.  Nor  did  they  seize  and  ap- 
propriate the  city  to  themselves,  but  going  about  first  to 
the  games  that  are  kept  as  sacred  in  Greece,  and  to  the 
most  numerously  attended  religious  assemblages,  they  made 
publication  by  heralds,  tluit  the  Corinthians,  having  de- 
stroyed the  usurpation  at  Syracuse  and  driven  out  the  tyrant, 
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did  thereby  invite  tlie  Syracusan  exiles,  and  any  other  Sice, 
liots,  to  return  and  inhabit  the  city,  with  full  enjoyment  of 
freedom  under  tlieir  own  laws,  the  land  being  divided 
among  them  in  just  and  equal  proportions.   And  after  this, 
sending  messengers  into  Asia  and  the  several  islands  where 
they  understood  that  most  of  the  scattered  fugitives  were 
then  residing,  they  bade  them  all  repair  to  Corinth,  engag. 
ing  that  the  Corinthians  would  afford  them  vessels  and 
commanders,  and  a  safe  convoy,  at  their  own  charges,  tc 
Syracuse.    Such  generous  pi-oposals,  being  thus  spread 
about,  gained  them  the  just  and  honorable  recompense  of 
general  praise  and  benediction,  for  delivering  the  country 
from  oppressors,  and  saving  it  from  barbarians,  and  restor. 
ing  it  at  length  to  the  rightful  owners  of  the  place.  These, 
when  they  were  assembled  at  Corinth,  and  found  how  in- 
suflBcient  their  company  was,  besought  the  Corinthians 
that  they  might  have  a  supplement  of  other  persons,  as 
well  out  of  their  city  as  the  rest  of  Greece,  to  go  with  them 
as  joint  colonists  ;  and  so  raising  themselves  to  the  number 
of  ten  thousand,  they  sailed  together  to  Syracuse.   By  this 
time  great  multitudes,  also,  from  Italy  and  Sicily  had 
flocked  in  to  Timoleon,  so  that,  as  Athanis  reports,  their 
entire  body  amounted  now  to  sixty  thousand  men.  Among 
these  he  divided  the  whole  territory,  and  sold  the  houses 
for  a  thousand  talents ;  by  which  method  he  both  left  it 
in  the  power  of  the  old  Syracusans  to  redeem  their  own, 
and  made  it  a  means  also  for  raising  a  stock  for  the  com- 
munity, which  had  been  so  much  impoverished  of  late  and 
was  so  unable  to  defray  other  expenses,  and  especially  those 
of  a  war,  that  they  exposed  their  very  statues  to  sale,  a 
regular  process  being  observed,  and  sentence  of  auction 
passed  upon  each  of  tliem  by  majority  of  votes,  as  if  they 
had  been  so  many  criminals  taking  their  trial;  in  the 
course  of  wliich  it  is  said  that  while  condemnation  was  pro- 
nounced upon  all  other  statues,  that  of  the  ancient  usurper 
Gelo  was  exempted,  out  of  admiration  and  honor  and  for 
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the  sake  of  the  victory  he  gained  over  the  Carthaginian 
forces  at  the  river  Himera. 

Syracuse  being  thus  happily  revived,  and  replenished 
Bgain  by  the  general  concourse  of  inhabitants  from  all  parts, 
Timoleon  was  desirous  now  to  rescue  other  cities  from  the 
like  bondage,  and  wholly  and  once  for  all  to  extirpate  arbi- 
trary government  out  of  Sicily.  And  for  this  purpose, 
marching  into  the  territories  of  those  that  used  it,  he  com- 
pelled Hicetes  first  to  renounce  the  Carthaginian  interest, 
and,  demolishing  the  fortresses  which  were  held  by  him,  to 
live  henceforth  among  the  Leontinians  as  a  private  person, 
Leptines,  also,  the  tyrant  of  Apollonia  and  divers  other 
little  towns,  after  some  resistance  made,  seeing  the  danger 
he  was  in  of  being  taken  by  force,  surrendered  himself ; 
upon  which  Timoleon  spared  his  life,  and  sent  him  away  to 
Corinth,  counting  it  a  glorious  thing  that  the  mother  city 
should  expose  to  the  view  of  other  Greeks  these  Sicilian 
tyrants,  living  now  in  an  exiled  and  a  low  condition.  After 
this  he  returned  to  Syracuse,  that  he  might  have  leisure 
to  attend  to  the  establishment  of  the  new  constitution,  and 
assist  Cephalus  and  Dionysius,  who  were  sent  from  Corinth 
to  make  laws,  in  determining  the  most  important  points  of 
it.  In  the  meanwhile,  desirous  that  his  hired  soldiers 
should  not  want  action,  but  might  rather  enrich  themselves 
by  some  plunder  from  the  enemy,  he  despatched  Dinarchus 
and  Demaretus  with  a  portion  of  them  into  the  part  of  the 
island  belonging  to  the  Carthaginians,  where  they  obliged 
several  cities  to  revolt  from  the  barbarians,  and  not  only 
lived  in  great  abundance  themselves,  but  raised  monej 
from  their  spoil  to  carry  on  the  war. 

Meantime,  the  Carthaginians  landed  at  the  promontory 
of  Lilybseum,  bringing  with  them  an  army  of  seventy 
thousand  men  on  board  two  hundred  galleys,  besides  a 
thousand  other  vessels  laden  with  engines  of  battery, 
chariots,  corn,  and  other  military  stores,  as  if  they  did  not 
intend  to  manage  the  war  by  piecemeal  and  in  parts  »s 
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heretofore,  but  to  drive  the  Greeks  altogether  and  at  once 
out  of  all  Sicily.  And  indeed  it  was  a  force  sufficient  to 
overpower  the  Siceliots,  even  though  they  had  been  at  per- 
fect union  among  themselves,  and  had  never  been  enfeebled 
by  intestine  quarrels.  Hearing  that  part  of  their  subject 
territory  was  suffering  devastation,  they  forthwith  mada 
toward  the  Corinthians  with  great  fury,  having  Asdrubal 
and  Ilamilcar  for  their  generals  ;  the  report  of  vt'hose  num. 
bers  and  strength  coming  suddenly  to  Syracuse,  the  citi- 
zens  were  so  terrified,  that  hardly  three  thousand,  among 
so  many  myriads  of  them,  had  the  courage  to  take  up  arms 
and  join  Timoleon.  The  foreigners,  serving  for  pay,  were 
not  above  four  thousand  in  all,  and  about  a  thousand  of 
these  grew  faint-hearted  by  the  way,  and  forsook  Timoleon 
in  his  march  towards  the  enemy,  looking  on  him  as  frantic 
and  distracted,  destitute  of  the  sense  which  might  have 
been  expected  from  his  time  of  life,  thus  to  venture  out 
against  an  army  of  seventy  thousand  men,  with  no  more 
than  five  thousand  foot  and  a  thousand  horse ;  and,  when 
he  should  have  kept  those  forces  to  defend  the  city,  choos. 
ing  rather  to  remove  them  eight  days'  journey  from  Syra- 
cuse, so  that  if  they  were  beaten  from  the  field,  they  would 
have  no  retreat,  nor  any  burial  if  they  fell  upon  it.  Timo- 
leon, however,  reckoned  it  some  kind  of  advantage,  that 
these  had  thus  discovered  themselves  before  the  battle,  and 
encouraging  the  rest,  led  them  with  all  speed  to  the  river 
Crimesus,  where  it  was  told  him  the  Carthaginians  were 
drawn  together. 

As  he  was  marching  up  an  ascent,  from  the  top  of  which 
they  expected  to  have  a  view  of  the  army  and  of  the 
strength  of  the  enemy,  there  met  him  by  chance  a  train  of 
mules  loaded  with  parsley;  which  his  soldiers  conceived 
to  be  an  ominous  occurrence  or  ill-boding  token,  because 
this  is  the  herb  with  which  we  not  unfrequently  adorn  the 
sepulchres  of  the  dead;  and  there  is  a  proverb  derived 
from  the  custom,  used  of  one  who  is  dangerously  sick,  that 
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he  hiis  need  of  nothing  but  parsley.  So  to  ease  their 
minds,  and  free  them  from  any  superstitious  thoughts  or 
forebodings  of  evil,  Timoleon  halted,  and  concluded  an 
address  suitable  to  the  occasion,  by  saying,  that  a  garland 
of  triumph  was  here  luckily  brought  them,  and  had  fallen 
into  their  hands  of  its  own  accord,  as  an  anticipation  of  vic- 
tory :  the  same  with  which  the  Corinthians  crown  the  victors 
in  the  Isthmian  games,  accounting  chaplets  of  parsley  the 
sacred  wreath  proper  to  their  country ;  parsley  being  at 
that  time  still  the  emblem  of  victory  at  the  Isthmian,  as  it 
is  now  at  the  Nemean  sports ;  and  it  is  not  so  very  long 
ago  that  the  pine  first  began  to  be  used  in  its  place. 

Timoleon,  therefore,  having  thus  bespoke  his  soldiers, 
took  part  of  the  parsley,  and  with  it  made  himself  a  chap- 
let  first,  his  captains  and  their  companies  all  following  the 
example  of  their  leader.  The  soothsayers  then,  observing 
also  two  eagles  on  the  wing  towards  them,  one  of  which 
bore  a  snake  struck  through  with  her  talons,  and  the  other, 
as  she  flew,  uttered  a  loud  cry  indicating  boldness  and 
assurance,  at  once  showed  them  to  the  soldiers,  who  with 
one  consent  fell  to  supplicate  the  gods,  and  call  them  in  to 
their  assistance.  It  was  now  about  the  beginning  of  sum- 
mer,  and  conclusion  of  the  month  called  Thargelion,  not  far 
from  the  solstice  ;  and  the  river  sending  up  a  thick  mist,  all 
the  adjacent  plain  was  at  first  darkened  with  the  fog,  so  that 
for  a  while  they  could  discern  nothing  from  the  enemy's 
camp ;  only  a  confused  buzz  and  undistinguished  mixture  of 
voices  came  up  to  the  hill  from  the  distant  motions  and 
clamors  of  so  vast  a  multitude.  When  the  Corinthians 
had  mounted,  and  stood  on  the  top,  and  had  laid  down 
their  bucklers  to  take  breath  and  repose  themselves,  the 
smi  coming  round  and  dtawing  up  the  vapors  from  below, 
the  gross  foggy  air  that  was  now  gathered  and  condensed 
above  formed  in  a  cloud  upon  the  mountains ;  and,  all  the 
under  places  being  clear  and  open,  the  river  Crimesus  ap- 
peared to  them  again,  and  they  could  descry  the  enemies 
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passing  over  it,  first  with  their  formidable  four-hoisa 
chariots  of  war,  and  then  ten  thousand  footmen  bear- 
ing white  sliields,  whom  they  guessed  to  be  all  Carthagin- 
ians, from  the  splendor  of  their  arms,  and  the  slowness  and 
order  of  their  march.  And  when  now  the  troops  of  vari- 
ous other  nations,  flowing  in  behind  them,  began  to  throng 
for  passage  in  a  tumultuous  and  unruly  manner,  Tiinoleon, 
perceiving  that  the  river  gave  them  opportunity  to  single 
off  whatever  number  of  their  enemies  they  had  a  mind  to 
engage  at  once,  and  bidding  his  soldiers  observe  how  their 
forces  were  divided  into  two  separate  bodies  by  the  inter- 
vention of  the  stream,  some  being  already  over,  and  others 
still  to  ford  it,  gave  Demaretus  command  to  fall  in  upon 
the  Carthaginians  with  his  horse,  and  disturb  their  ranks 
before  they  should  be  drawn  up  into  form  of  battle ;  and 
coming  down  into  the  plain  himself  forming  his  right  and 
left  w;Qg  of  other  Sicilians,  intermingling  only  a  few 
strangers  in  each,  he  placed  the  natives  of  Syracuse  in  the 
middle,  with  the  stoutest  mercenaries  he  had  about  his  own 
person;  and  waiting  a  little  to  observe  the  action  of  his 
horse,  when  they  saw  they  were  not  only  hindered  from 
grappling  with  the  Carthaginians  by  the  armed  chariots 
that  ran  to  and  fro  before  the  army,  but  forced  continually 
to  wheel  about  to  escape  having  their  ranks  broken,  and  so 
to  repeat  their  charges  anew,  he  took  his  buckler  in  his  hand, 
and  crying  out  to  the  foot  that  they  should  follow  him 
with  courage  and  confidence,  he  seemed  to  speak  with  a 
more  than  human  accent,  and  a  voice  stronger  than  ordi- 
nary ;  whether  it  were  that  he  naturally  raised  it  so  high  in 
the  vehemence  and  ardor  with  his  mind  to  assault  the 
enemy,  or  else,  as  many  then  thought,  some  god  or  other 
spoke  with  him.  When  his  soldiers  quickly  gave  an  echo 
to  it,  and  besought  him  to  lead  them  on  without  any 
further  delay,  he  made  a  sign  to  the  horse,  that  they  should 
draw  off  from  the  front  where  the  chariots  were,  and  pass 
sidewards  to  £|.ttack  their  enemies  in  the  flank ;  then,  mak- 
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fog  his  vanguard  firm  by  joining  man  to  man  and  bucltler 
to  buckler,  he  caused  the  trumpet  to  sound,  and  so  bore  in 
upon  the  Carthaginians. 

They,  for  their  part,  stoutly  received  and  sustained  his 
first  onset;  and  having  their  bodies  armed  with  breast- 
plates of  iron,  and  helmets  of  brass  on  their  heads,  besides 
great  bucklers  to  cover  and  secure  them,  they  could  easily 
repel  the  charge  of  the  Greek  spears.  But  when  the  busi- 
ness came  to  a  decision  by  the  sword,  where  mastery 
depends  no  less  upon  art  than  strength,  all  on  a  sudden 
from  the  mountain-tops  violent  peals  of  thunder  and  vivid 
flashes  of  lightning  broke  out ;  following  upon  which  tlie 
darkness,  that  had  been  hovering  about  the  higher  grounds 
and  the  crests  of  the  hills,  descending  to  the  place  of  battle 
and  bringing  a  tempest  of  rain  and  of  wind  and  hail  along 
with  it,  was  driven  upon  the  Greeks  behind,  and  fell  only  at 
their  backs,  but  discharged  itself  in  the  very  faces  of  the  bar- 
barians, the  rain  beating  on  them,  and  the  lightning  dazzling 
them  without  cessation ;  annoyances  that  in  many  ways  dis- 
tressed at  any  rate  the  inexperienced,  who  had  not  been 
used  to  such  hardships,  and,  in  particular,  the  claps  of  thun- 
der, and  the  noise  of  the  rain  and  hail  beating  on  their 
arms,  kept  them  from  hearing  the  commands  of  their 
ofiScers.  Besides  which,  the  very  mud  also  was  a  great  hin- 
drance to  the  Carthaginians,  who  were  not  lightly  equipped, 
but,  as  I  said  before,  loaded  with  heavy  armor ;  and  then 
their  shirts  underneath  getting  drenched,  the  foldings 
about  the  bosom  filled  with  water,  grew  unwieldly  and 
cumbersome  to  them  as  they  fought,  and  made  it  easy  for 
the  Greeks  to  throw  them  down,  and,  when  they  were  once 
down,  impossible  for  them,  under  that  weight,  to  disengage 
themselves  and  rise  again  with  weapons  in  their  hands. 
The  river  Crimesus,  too,  swollen  partly  by  the  rain,  and 
partly  by  the  stoppage  of  its  course  with  the  numbers 
that  were  passing  through,  overfiowed  its  banks  ;  and  tha 
level  ground  by  the  side  of  it,  being  so  situated  as  to  have  a 
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iiuiiibcr  of  siuiill  ravines  and  hollows  of  the  hillside  de. 
spending  upon  it,  was  now  filled  with  rivulets  and  current! 
that  had  no  certaui  channel,  in  which  the  Carthaginians 
stumbled  and  rolled  about,  and  found  themselves  in  great 
difficulty.  So  that,  in  fine,  the  storm  bearmg  still  upon 
them,  and  the  Greeks  having  cut  in  pieces  four  hundred  men 
of  their  first  ranks,  the  whole  body  of  their  army  began  to  fly. 
Great  numbers  were  overtaken  in  the  plain,  and  put  to  the 
nvord  there;  and  many  of  them,  as  they  were  making  their 
way  back  through  the  river,  falling  foul  upon  others  that 
were  yet  coming  over,  were  borne  away  and  overwhelmed 
by  the  waters ;  but  the  major  part,  attempting  to  get  up 
the  hill  so  as  to  make  their  escape,  were  intercepted  and 
destroyed  by  the  light-armed  troops.  It  is  said,  that  o* 
ten  thousand  who  lay  dead  after  the  fight,  three  thousand, 
at  least,  were  Carthaginian  citizens ;  a  heavy  loss  and  great 
grief  to  their  countrymen ;  those  that  fell  being  men  in 
ferior  to  none  among  them  as  to  birth,  wealth,  or  reputa- 
tion. Nor  do  their  records  mention  that  so  many  native 
Carthaginians  were  ever  cut  off  before  in  any  one  battle; 
as  they  usually  employed  Africans,  Spaniards,  and  \umid- 
ians  in  their  wars,  so  that  if  they  chanced  to  be  defeated, 
it  was  still  at  the  cost  and  damage  of  other  nations. 

The  Greeks  easily  discovered  of  what  condition  and  ac- 
count the  slain  were,  by  the  richness  of  their  spoils;  for 
when  they. came  to  collect  the  booty,  there  Avas  little  reck- 
oning  made  either  of  brass  or  iron,  so  abundant  were  better 
metals,  and  so  common  were  silver  and  gold.  Passing  over 
the  river  they  became  masters  of  their  camp  and  carriages. 
As  for  captives,  a  great  many  of  them  were  stolen  away, 
and  sold  privately  by  the  soldiers,  but  about  five  thousand 
were  brought  in  and  delivered  up  for  the  benefit  of  tiie  pul> 
lie;  two  hundred  of  their  chariots  of  war  were  also  taken. 
The  tent  of  Timoleon  then  presented  a  most  glorious  and 
magnificent  appearance,  being  heaped  up  and  hung  round 
with  every  variety  of  spoils  and  military  ornaments,  among 
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which  there  were  a  thousand  breastplates  of  rare  work- 
niansbip  and  beauty,  and  bucklers  to  the  number  of  ten 
thousand.  The  victors  being  but  few  to  strip  so  many 
that  were  vanquished,  and  having  such  valuable  booty  to 
occupy  them,  it  was  tlie  third  day  after  the  fight  before 
they  could  erect  and  finish  the  trophy  of  their  conquest. 
Timoleon  sent  tidings  of  his  victory  to  Corinth,  with  the 
best  and  goodliest  arms  he  had  taken  as  a  proof  of  it ;  that 
lie  thus  might  render  his  country  an  object  of  emulation 
to  tlie  whole  world,  when,  of  all  the  cities  of  Greece,  men 
should  there  alone  behold  the  chief  temples  adorned,  not 
with  Grecian  spoils,  nor  offerings  obtained  by  the  blood- 
shed and  plunder  of  their  own  countrymen  and  kindred, 
and  attended,  therefore,  with  sad  and  unhappy  remem- 
brances, but  with  such  as  had  been  stripped  from  bar- 
barians and  enemies  to  their  nation,  with  tlie  noblest  titles 
uiscribed  upon  them,  titles  telling  of  the  justice  as  well 
as  fortitude  of  the  conquerors  ;  namely,  that  the  people  of 
Corinth,  and  Timoleon  their  general,  having  redeemed  the 
Greeks  of  Sicily  from  Carthaginian  bondage,  made  oblation 
of  these  to  the  gods,  in  grateful  acknowledgment  of  their 
favor. 

Having  done  this,  he  left  his  hired  soldiers  in  the  enemy's 
country,  to  drive  and  carry  away  all  they  could  throughout 
the  subject-territory  of  Carthage,  and  so  marched  with  the 
rest  of  his  army  to  Syracuse,  where  he  issued  an  edict  for 
banishing  the  thousand  mercenaries  who  had  basely  de- 
serted him  before  the  battle,  and  obliged  them  to  quit  the 
city  before  sunset.  They,  sailing  into  Italy,  lost  their  lives 
there  by  the  hands  of  the  Bruttians,  in  spite  of  a  public 
assurance  of  safety  previously  given  them  ;  thus  receiving, 
from  the  divine  powei',  a  just  reward  of  their  own  treach- 
ery. Mamercus,  however,  the  tyrant  of  Catana,  and  Ili- 
cetes,  after  all,  either  envying  Timoleon  the  glory  of  his 
exploits,  or  fearing  him  as  one  that  would  keep  no  agree- 
Jflent,  or  having  any  peace  with  tyrants,  made  a  league 
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with  the  Carthaginians,  and  pressed  them  much  to  send  a 
new  army  and  commander  into  Sicily,  unless  they  would 
be  content  to  hazard  all,  and  to  be  wholly  ejected  out  of  that 
island.   And  in  consequence  of  this,  Gisco  was  despatched 
with  a  navy  of  seventy  sail.    lie  took  numerous  Greek 
mercenaries  also  into  pay,  that  being  the  first  time  they  had 
ever  been  enlisted  for  the  Carthaginian  service ;  but  then 
it  seems  the  Carthaginians  began  to  admire  them,  as  the  most 
irresistible  soldiers  of  all  mankind.    Uniting  their  forces  : 
in  the  territory  of  Messena,  they  cut  off  four  hundred  of 
Timoleon's  paid  soldiers,  and  within  the  dependencies  of 
Carthage,  at  a  place  called  Hierse,  destroyed,  by  an  ambus-  i 
cade,  the  whole  body  of  mercenaries  that  served  under  i 
Euthymus  the  Leucadian  ;  which  accidents,  however,  made  i 
the  good  fortune  of  Timoleon  accounted  all  the  more  t 
remarkable,  as  these  were  the  men  that,  with  Philomelus 
of  Phocis  and  Onomarchus,  had  forcibly  broken  into  the  > 
temple  of  Apollo  at  Delphi,  and  were  partakers  with  them  -i 
in  the  sacrilege ;  so  that  being  hated  and  shunned  by  all, 
as  persons  under  a  curse,  they  were  constrained  to  wander  -u 
about  in  Peloponnesus  ;  when,  for  want  of  others,  Timoleon  :H 
was  glad  to  take  them  into  service  in  his  expedition  for 
Sicily,  where  they  were  successful  in  whatever  enterprise 
they  attempted  under  his  conduct.    But  now,  when  all  the 
important  dangers  were  past,  on  his  sending  them  out  for  - 
the  relief  and  defence  of  his  party  in  several  places,  they 
perished  and  were  destroyed  at  a  distance  from  him,  not 
all  together,  but  in  small  parties ;  and  the  vengeance  which  \ 
was  destined  for  them,  so  accommodating  itself  to  the  good 
fortune  which  guarded  Timoleon  as  not  to  allow  any  harm  '^^ 
or  prejudice  for  good  men  to  arise  from  the  punishment  of  ;([,| 
the  wicked,  the  benevolence  and  kindness  which  the  gods  5,1  j 
had  for  Timoleon  was  thus  as  distinctly  recognized  in  his 
disasters  as  in  his  successes.  Iiil, 
"What  most  annoyed  the  Syracusans  was  their  being  1,^ 
insulted  and  mocked  by  the  tyrants ;  as,  for  example,  by 
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Maraercus,  who  valued  himself  much  upon  his  gift  for 
writing  poems  and  tragedies,  and  took  occasion,  when 
coming  to  present  the  gods  with  the  bucklers  of  the  hired 
soldiers  whom  he  had  killed,  to  make  a  boast  of  his  victory 
in  an  insulting  elegiac  inscription : 

These  shields  with  purple,  gold,  and  Ivory  wrought, 
Were  won  by  us  that  but  with  poor  ones  fought. 

After  this,  while  Timoleon  marched  to  Calauiia,  Hicetes 
made  an  inroad  into  the  borders  of  Syracuse,  where  he 
met  with  considerable  booty,  and  having  done  much  mischief 
and  havoc,  returned  back  by  Calauria  itself,  in  contempt 
of  Timoleon,  and  the  slender  force  he  had  then  with  him. 
He,  suffering  Hicetes  to  pass  forward,  pursued  him  with 
his  horsemen  and  light  infantry,  which  Hicetes  perceiving, 
crossed  the  river  Damyrias,  and  then  stood  in  a  posture  to 
receive  him ;  the  diflScuIty  of  the  passage,  and  the  height 
and  steepness  of  the  bank  on  each  side,  giving  advantage 
enough  to  make  him  confident.  A  strange  contenticn  and 
dispute,  meantime,  among  the  officers  of  Timoleon,  a  little 
retarded  the  conflict ;  no  one  of  them  was  willing  to  let 
another  pass  over  before  him  to  engage  the  enemy  ;  each 
man  claiming  it  as  a  right  to  venture  first  and  begin  the 
onset ;  so  that  their  fording  was  likely  to  be  tumultuous 
and  without  order,  a  mere  general  struggle  which  should 
be  the  foremost.  Timoleon,  therefore,  desiring  to  decide 
the  quarrel  by  lot,  took  a  ring  from  each  of  the  pretenders, 
which  he  cast  into  his  own  cloak  and,  after  he  had  shaken 
all  together,  the  first  he  drew  out  had,  by  good  fortune, 
the  figure  of  a  trophy  engraved  as  a  seal  upon  it ;  at  the 
sight  of  which  the  young  captains  all  shouted  for  joy,  and, 
without  waiting  any  longer  to  see  how  chance  would  de- 
termine it  for  the  rest,  took  every  man  his  way  through  the 
river  with  all  the  speed  they  could  make,  and  fell  to  blows 
with  the  enemies,  who  were  not  able  to  bear  up  against 
the  violence  of  their  attack,  but  fled  in  haste  and  left  thei/ 
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arms  behind  them  all  alike,  and  a  thousand  dead  upon  the 
place. 

Not  long  after,  Timoleon,  marching  up  to  the  city  of  the 
Leontines,  took  Hicetes  alive,  and  his  son  Eupolemus,  and 
Euthymus,  the  commander  of  his  horse,  who  were  bound 
and  brought  to  him  by  their  own  soldiers.  Ilicetes  and  the 
stripling  his  son  were  then  executed  as  tyrants  and  traitors ; 
and  Euthymus,  though  a  brave  man,  and  one  of  singular 
courage,  could  obtain  no  mercy,  because  he  was  charged 
with  contemptuous  language  in  disparagement  of  the  Cor- 
inthians when  they  first  sent  their  forces  into  Sicily ;  it  is 
said  that  he  told  the  Leontini  in  a  speech,  that  the  news  did 
not  sound  terrible,  nor  was  any  great  danger  to  be  feared 
because  of 

Corinthian  women  coming  out  of  doors. 

So  true  it  is  that  men  are  usually  more  stung  and  galled 
by  reproachful  words  than  hostile  actions :  and  they  bear 
an  affront  with  less  patience  than  an  injury ;  to  do  harm 
and  mischief  by  deeds  is  counted  pardonable  from  enemies, 
as  nothing  less  can  be  expected  in  a  state  of  war ;  whereas 
virulent  and  contumelious  words  appear  to  be  the  expres- 
sion  of  needless  hatred,  and  to  proceed  from  an  excess  of 
rancor. 

When  Timoleon  came  back  to  Syracuse,  the  citizens 
brought  the  wives  and  daughters  of  Hicetes  and  his  son  to 
a  public  trial,  and  condemned  and  put  them  to  death.  This 
seems  to  be  the  least  pleasing  action  of  Timoleon 's  life ; 
since  if  he  had  interposed,  the  unhappy  women  would  have 
been  spared.  He  would  appear  to  have  disregarded  the 
thing,  and  to  have  given  them  up  to  the  citizens,  who  were 
eager  to  take  vengeance  for  the  wrongs  done  to  Dion,  who 
expelled  Dionysius ;  since  it  was  this  very  Hicetes  who 
took  Arete  the  wife  and  Aristomache  the  sister  of  Dion,  with 
a  son  that  had  not  yet  passed  his  childhood,  and  threw 
them  all  together  into  the  sea  alive,  as  related  in  the  life  of 
Dion. 
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After  this,  he  moved  towards  Catana  against  Mamercus, 
who  gave  him  battle  near  the  river  Abolus,  and  Tvas  over' 
thrown  and  put  to  flight,  losing  above  two  thousand  men, 
a  considerable  part  of  whom  were  the  Phoenician  troops 
sent  by  Gisco  to  his  assistance.  After  this  defeat,  the 
Carthaginians  sued  for  peace ;  which  was  granted  on  the 
conditions  that  they  should  confine  themselves  to  the  coun- 
try within  the  river  Lycus,  that  those  of  the  inhabitants 
who  wished  to  remove  to  the  Syracusan  territories  should 
be  allowed  to  depart  with  their  whole  families  and  fortunes, 
and,  lastly,  that  Carthage  should  renounce  all  engagements 
to  the  tyrants.  Mamercus,  now  forsaken  and  despairing  of 
success,  took  ship  for  Italy  with  the  design  of  bringing  in 
the  Lucanians  against  Timoleon  and  the  people  of  Syracuse ; 
but  the  men  in  his  galleys  turning  back  and  landing  again 
and  delivering  up  Catana  to  Timoleon,  thus  obliged  him  to 
fly  for  his  own  safety  to  Messena,  where  Hippo  was  tyrant. 
Timoleon,  however,  coming  up  against  them,  and  besieg- 
ing the  city  both  by  sea  and  laud,  Hippo,  fearful  of  the 
event,  endeavored  to  slip  away  in  a  vessel ;  which  the  peo- 
pie  of  Messena  surprised  as  it  was  puting  off,  and  seizing 
on  his  person,  and  bringing  all  their  children  from  school 
into  the  theatre,  to  witness  the  glorious  spectacle  of  a 
tyrant  punished,  they  first  publicly  scourged  and  then  put 
him  to  death.  Mamercus  made  surrender  of  himself  to 
Timoleon,  with  the  proviso,  that  he  should  be  tried  at 
Syracuse,  and  Timoleon  should  take  no  part  in  his  accusa- 
tion. Thither  he  was  brought  accordingly,  and  presenting 
himself  to  plead  before  the  people,  he  essayed  to  pronounce 
an  oration  he  had  long  before  composed  in  his  own  defence ; 
but  finding  himself  interrupted  by  noise  and  clamors,  and 
observing  from  their  aspect  and  demeanor  that  the  assembly 
was  inexorable,  he  threw  off  his  upper  garment,  and  run- 
ning across  the  theatre  as  hard  as  he  could,  dashed  his  head 
against  one  of  the  stones  under  the  seats  with  intention  to 
have  killed  himself ;  but  he  had  not  the  fortune  to  perish. 
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as  he  designed,  but  was  taken  up  alive,  and  suffered  th« 
death  of  a  robber. 

Thus  did  Timoleon  cut  the  nerves  of  tyranny,  and  put  a 
period  to  the  wars ;  and,  whereas,  at  his  first  entering  upon 
Sicily,  the  island  was  as  it  were  become  wild  again,  and 
was  liateful  to  the  very  natives  on  account  of  the  evils  and 
miseries  they  suffered  there,  he  so  civilized  and  restored  it, 
and  rendered  it  so  desirable  to  all  men,  that  even  strangers 
now  came  by  sea  to  inhabit  those  towns  and  places  which 
their  own  citizens  had  formerly  forsaken  and  left  desolate. 
Agrigentum  and  Gela,  two  famous  cities  that  had  been 
ruined  and  laid  waste  by  the  Carthaginians  after  the  Attio 
war,  were  then  peopled  again,  the  one  by  Megellus  and 
Pheristus  from  Elea,  the  other  by  Gorgus,  from  the  island 
of  Ceos,  partly  with  new  settlers,  partly  with  the  old  in- 
habitants whom  they  collected  again  from  various  parts ;  to 
all  of  whom  Timoleon  not  only  afforded  a  secure  and  peace- 
ful abode  after  so  obstinate  a  war,  but  was  further  so 
zealous  in  assisting  and  providing  for  them  that  he  was 
honored  among  them  as  their  founder.  Similar  feelings 
also  possessed  to  such  a  degree  all  the  rest  of  the  Sicilians, 
that  there  was  no  proposal  for  peace,  nor  reformation  of 
laws,  nor  assignation  of  land,  nor  reconstitution  of  govern, 
ment,  which  they  could  think  well  of,  unless  he  lent  his  aid 
as  a  chief  architect,  to"  finish  and  adorn  the  work,  and 
superadd  some  touches  from  his  own  hand,  which  might 
render  it  pleasing  both  to  God  and  man. 

Although  Greece  had  in  his  time  produced  several  per- 
sons of  extraordinary  worth,  and  much  renowned  for  their 
achievements,  such  as  Timotheus  and  Agesilaus  and  Pelop- 
Idas  and  (Timoleon's  chief  model)  Epaminondas,  yet  the 
lustre  of  their  best  actions  was  obscured  by  a  degree  of 
violence  and  labor,  insomuch  that  some  of  them  were  matter 
of  blame  and  of  repentance ;  whereas  there  is  not  any  one 
act  of  Timoleon's,  setting  aside  the  necessity  he  was  placed 
under  in  reference  to  his  brother,  to  which,  as  Tiniseus 
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observes,  we  may  not  fitly  apply  that  exclamation  ol 
Sophocles, — 

0  gods !  what  Venns,  or  what  grace  divine. 
Did  here  with  human  workmanship  combine  T 

For  as  the  poetry  of  Antimachus,  and  the  paintmgntJ'OT^^ 
sius,  the  artists  of  Colophon,  though  Ijill  o/xorce  and  vigor, 
yet  appeared  to  bp  "t.-itiuetl  aiid' elaborate  in  comparison 
with  the  pictures  of  Nicomachus  and  the  verses  of  Homer, 
which,  besides  their  general  strength  and  beauty,  have 
the  peculiar  charm  of  seeming  to  have  been  executed  with 
perfect  ease  and  readiness  ;  so  the  expeditions  and  acts  of 
Eparainondas  or  Agesilaus,  that  were  full  of  toil  and  effort, 
•when  compared  with  the  easy  and  natural  as  well  as  noble 
and  glorious  achievements  of  Timoleon,  compel  our  fair 
and  unbiassed  judgment  to  pronounce  the  latter  not  indeed 
the  effect  of  fortune,  but  the  success  of  fortunate  merit. 
Though  he  himself  indeed  ascribed  that  success  to  the 
sole  favor  of  fortune;  and  both  in  the  letters  which  he 
wrote  to  his  friends  at  Corinth,  and  in  the  speeches  he  made 
to  the  people  of  Syracuse,  he  would  say,  that  he  was  thank- 
ful unto  God,  who,  designing  to  save  Sicily,  was  pleased 
to  honor  him  with  the  name  and  title  of  the  deliverance  he 
vouchsafed  it.  And  having  built  a  chapel  in  his  house,  he 
there  sacrificed  to  Good  Hap,  as  a  deity  that  had  favored  him, 
and  devoted  the  house  itself  to  the  Sacred  Genius ;  it  be- 
ing  a  house  which  the  Syracusans  had  selected  for  him,  as  a 
special  reward  and  monument  of  his  brave  exploits,  granting 
him  together  with  it  the  most  agreeable  and  beautiful  piece 
of  land  in  the  whole  country,  where  he  kept  his  residence 
for  the  most  part,  and  enjoyed  a  private  life  with  his  wife 
and  children,  who  came  to  him  from  Corinth.  For  he 
returned  thither  no  more,  unwilling  to  be  concerned  in  the 
broils  and  tumults  of  Greece,  or  to  expose  himself  to  public 
envy  (the  fatal  mischief  which  great  commanders  contin- 
ually run  into,  from  the  insatiable  appetite  for  honors  and 
authority)  ;  but  wisely  chose  to  spend  the  remainder  of  his 
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choose  rather  to  stay  here  and  end  his  days  among  tliam, 
Of  the  various  things  decreed  and  done  in  honor  of  Time 
leon,  I  consider  one  most  signal  testimony  to  have  been 
the  vote  which  they  passed,  tliat,  whenever  they  should  be 
at  war  with  any  foreign  nation,  tliey  should  make  use  ot 
none  but  a  Corinthian  general.  The  method,  also,  of  their 
proceeding  in  council,  was  a  noble  demonstration  of  the 
same  deference  for  his  person.  For,  determining  matters 
of  less  consequence  themselves,  they  always  called  him  to 
advise  in  the  more  diflBcult  cases,  and  such  as  were  of 
greater  moment.  He  was,  on  these  occasions,  carried 
through  the  market-place  in  a  litter,  and  brought  in,  sit- 
ting,  into  the  theatre,  where  the  people  with  one  voice 
saluted  him  by  his  name ;  and  then,  after  returning  the 
courtesy,  and  pausing  for  a  time,  till  the  noise  of  their 
gratulations  and  blessings  began  to  cease,  he  heard 
the  business  in  debate,  and  delivered  his  opinion. 
This  being  confirmed  by  a  general  suffrage,  his  serv> 
ants  went  back  with  the  litter  through  the  midst  of 
the  assembly,  the  people  waiting  on  him  out  with  acclama- 
tions and  applauses,  and  then  returning  to  consider  other 
public  matters,  which  they  could  despatch  in  his  absence. 
Being  thus  cherished  in  his  old  age,  with  all  the  respect 
and  tenderness  due  to  a  common  father,  he  was  seized  with 
a  very  slight  indisposition,  which,  however,  was  sufficient, 
with  the  aid  of  time,  to  put  a  period  to  his  life.  There  was 
an  allotment  then  of  certain  days  given,  within  the  space 
of  which  the  Syracusans  were  to  provide  whatever  should 
be  necessary  for  his  burial,  and  all  the  neighboring  country 
people  and  strangers  were  to  make  their  appearance  in  a 
body ;  so  that  the  funeral  pomp  was  set  out  with  great 
splendor  and  magnificence  in  all  other  respects,  and  the 
bier,  decked  with  ornaments  and  trophies,  was  borne  by  a 
select  body  of  young  men  over  that  ground  where  the 
palace  and  castle  of  Dionysius  stood  before  they  were  de- 
molished by  Timoleon.    There  attended  on  the  solemnity 
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several  thousands  of  men  and  women,  all  crowned  with 
flowers,  and  arrayed  in  fresh  and  clean  attire,  which  made 
it  look  like  the  procession  of  a  public  festival ;  while  the 
language  of  all,  and  their  tears  mingling  with  their  praise 
and  benediction  of  the  dead  Timoleon,  manifestly  showed 
that  it  was  not  any  superficial  honor,  or  commanded  hom- 
age, which  they  paid  him,  but  the  testimony  of  a  just  sor- 
row for  his  death,  and  the  expression  of  true  affection. 
The  bier  at  length  being  placed  upon  the  pile  of  wood  that 
was  kindled  to  consume  his  corpse,  Demetrius,  one  of  their 
loudest  criers,  proceeded  to  read  a  proclamation  to  the 
following  purpose :  "  The  people  of  Syracuse  have  made  a 
special  decree  to  inter  Timoleon,  the  son  of  Timodemus, 
the  Corinthian,  at  the  common  expense  of  two  hundred 
minas,  and  to  honor  his  memory  forever,  by  the  establish- 
ment of  annual  prizes  to  be  competed  for  in  music,  and 
horse-races,  and  all  sorts  of  bodily  exercise ;  and  this,  be- 
cause he  suppressed  the  tyrants,  overthrew  the  barbarians, 
replenished  the  principal  cities,  that  were  desolate,  with 
new  inhabitants,  and  then  restored  the  Sicilian  Greeks  to 
the  privilege  of  living  by  their  own  laws."  Besides  this, 
they  made  a  tomb  for  him  in  the  market-place,  which  they 
afterwards  built  round  with  colonnades,  and  attached  to  it 
places  of  exercise  for  the  young  men,  and  gave  it  the  name 
of  the  Timoleonteum.  And  keeping  to  that  form  and  order 
of  civil  policy  and  observing  those  laws  and  constitutions 
which  he  left  them,  they  lived  themselves  a  lorg  time  in 
great  prosperity. 
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^MILIUS  PAULUS. 

Almost  all  historians  agree  that  the  ^tnilii  were  one  of 
the  ancient  and  patrician  houses  in  IJonie  ;  and  those  authors 
who  aflflrm  that  king  Numa  was  pupil  to  Pythagoras  tell  us 
that  the  first  who  gave  name  to  his  posterity  was  Mamercus, 
the  son  of  Pythagoras,  who,  for  his  grace  and  address  in 
speaking,  was  called  ^milius.  Most  of  this  race  that  have 
risen  through  their  merit  to  reputation  also  enjoyed  good 
fortune :  and  even  the  misfortune  of  Lucius  Paulus  at  the 
battle  of  Cannae  gave  testimony  to  his  wisdom  and  valor. 
For  not  being  able  to  persuade  his  colleague  not  to  hazard  the 
battle,  he,  though  against  his  judgment,  joined  with  him  in 
the  contest,  but  was  no  companion  in  his  flight :  on  the  con- 
trary, when  he  that  was  so  resolute  to  engage  deserted  hirain 
the  midst  of  danger  he  kept  the  field,  and  died  fighting.  This 
-^milius  had  a  daughter  named  Emilia,  who  was  married  to 
Scipio  the  Great,  and  a  son  Paulus,  who  is  the  subject  of  my 
present  history. 

In  his  early  manhood,  which  fell  at  a  time  when  Rome 
was  flourishing  with  illustrious  characters,  he  was  distin- 
guished for  not  attaching  himself  to  the  studies  usual  with 
the  young  men  of  mark  of  that  age,  nor  treading  the  same 
paths  to  fame.  For  he  did  not  practise  oratory  withaviev^ 
to  pleading  causes,  nor  would  he  stoop  to  salute,  embrace, 
and  entertain  the  vulgar,  which  were  the  usual  insinuating 
arts  by  which  many  grew  popular.  Not  that  he  was  inca- 
pable of  either,  but  he  chose  to  purchase  a  much  more  last- 
ing  glory  by  his  valor,  justice,  and  integrity,  and  in  these 
virtues  he  soon  outstripped  all  his  equals. 

The  first  honorable  office  he  aspired  to  was  that  of  sedile^ 
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which  he  carried  against  twelve  competitors  of  such  merit, 
that  all  of  them  in  process  of  time  were  consuls.  Being 
afterwards  chosen  into  the  number  of  priests  called  augurs, 
appointed  amongst  the  Romans  to  observe  and  register  div- 
inations made  by  the  flight  of  birds  or  prodigies  in  the  air, 
he  so  carefully  studied  the  ancient  customs  of  his  country, 
and  so  thoroughly  understood  the  religion  of  his  ancestors, 
that  this  oflBce,  which  was  before  only  esteemed  a  title  of 
honor  and  merely  upon  that  account  sought  after,  by  his 
means  rose  to  the  rank  of  one  of  the  highest  arts,  and  gave 
a  confirmation  to  the  correctness  of  the  definition,  which 
some  philosophers  have  given  of  religion,  that  it  is  the 
science  of  worshipping  the  gods.  When  he  performed  any 
part  of  his  duty,  he  did  it  with  great  skill  and  utmost  care, 
making  it,  when  he  was  engaged  in  it,  his  only  business, 
not  omitting  any  one  ceremony,  or  adding  the  least  circum- 
stance, but  always  insisting,  with  his  companions  of  the 
same  order,  even  on  points  that  might  seem  inconsidcable, 
and  urging  upon  them,  that  though  they  might  thinh  the 
Deity  was  easily  pacified,  and  ready  to  forgive  fau'ts  of 
inadvertency,  yet  any  such  laxity  was  a  very  dang'jrous 
thing  for  a  commonwealth  to  allow ;  because  no  man  ever 
began  the  disturbance  of  his  country's  peace  by  a  notorious 
breach  of  its  laws ;  and  tliose  who  are  careless  in  trifles, 
give  a  precedent  for  remissness  in  important  duties.  Nor 
was  he  less  severe  in  requiring  and  observing  the  a?  cient 
Roman  discipline  in  military  affairs ;  not  endeavoring,  when 
he  had  the  command,  to  ingratiate  himself  with  his  soMiers 
by  popular  flattery,  though  this  custom  prevailed  at  that 
time  amongst  many,  who,  by  favor  and  gentleness  to  those 
that  were  under  them  in  their  first  employment,  sought  to 
be  promoted  to  a  second ;  but,  by  instructing  them  in  the 
laws  of  military  discipline  with  the  same  care  and  ex:act- 
ness  a  priest  would  use  in  teaching  ceremonies  and  dread- 
ful mysteries,  and  by  severity  to  such  as  transgressed  and 
contemned  those  laws,  he  maintained  his  country  in  ita 
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former  greatness,  esteeming  victory  over  enemies  itself  but 
as  an  accessory  to  the  proper  training  and  disciplining  of 
the  citizens. 

Whilst  the  Romans  were  engaged  in  war  with  Antiochus 
the  Great,  against  whom  their  most  experienced  command, 
ers  were  employed,  there  arose  another  war  in  the  west, 
and  they  were  all  up  in  arms  in  Spain.  Thither  they  sent 
.^milius,  in  the  quality  of  prsetor,  not  with  six  axes,  which 
number  other  praetors  were  accustomed  to  have  carried  be- 
fore them,  but  with  twelve ;  so  that  in  his  prsetorship  he 
was  honored  with  the  dignity  of  a  consul.  lie  twice  over- 
came the  barbarians  in  battle,  thirty  thousand  of  whom 
were  slain :  successes  chiefly  to  be  ascribed  to  the  wisdom 
and  conduct  of  the  commander,  who  by  his  great  skill  in 
choosing  the  advantage  of  the  ground,  and  making  the 
onset  at  the  passage  of  a  river,  gave  his  soldiers  an  easy 
victory.  Having  made  himself  master  of  two  hundred  and 
fifty  cities,  whose  inhabitants  voluntarily  yielded,  and 
bound  themselves  by  oath  to  fidelity,  he  left  the  province 
in  peace,  and  returned  to  Rome,  not  enriching  himself  a 
drachma  by  the  war.  And,  indeed,  in  general,  he  Avas  but 
remiss  in  making  money ;  though  he  always  lived  freely 
and  generously  on  what  he  had,  which  was  so  far  from 
being  excessive,  that  after  his  death  there  was  barely 
enough  left  to  answer  his  wife's  dowry. 

His  first  wife  was  Papiria,  the  daughter  of  Maso,  who 
had  formeiiy  been  consul.  With  her  he  lived  a  consider- 
able time  in  wedlock,  and  then  divorced  her,  though  she 
had  made  him  the  father  of  noble  children,  being  mother  of 
the  renowned  Scipio  and  Fabius  Maximus.  The  reason  of 
this  separation  has  not  come  to  our  knowledge ;  but  there 
seems  to  be  a  truth  conveyed  in  the  account  of  another 
Roman's  being  divorced  from  his  wife,  which  may  be  ap- 
plicable here.  This  person  being  highly  blamed  by  his 
friends,  who  demanded,  Was  she  not  chaste  ?  was  she  not 
fair?  was  she  not  fruitful?  holding  out  his  shoe,  asked 
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them,  Whether  it  was  not  new?  and  well  made?  Yet, 
added  he,  none  of  you  can  tell  where  it  pinches  me.  Cer- 
tain it  is,  that  great  and  open  faults  have  often  led  to  no 
separation ;  while  mere  petty  repeated  annoyances,  arising 
from  unpleasantness  or  incongruity  of  character,  have  been 
the  occasion  of  such  estrangement  as  to  make  it  impossible 
for  man  and  wife  to  live  together  with  any  content. 

^milius,  having  thus  put  away  Papiria,  married  a  second 
wife,  by  whom  he  had  two  sons,  whom  he  brought  up  in 
his  own  house,  transferring  the  two  former  into  the  great- 
est and  the  most  noble  families  of  Rome.  The  elder  was 
adopted  into  the  house  of  Fabius  Maximus,  who  was  five 
times  consul ;  the  younger  by  the  son  of  Scipio  Africanus, 
his  cousin-german,  and  A\'as  by  him  named  Scipio. 

Of  the  daughters  of  ^Emilius,  one  was  married  to  the  son 
of  Cato,  the  other  to  ^-Elius  Tubero,  a  most  worthy  man, 
and  the  one  Roman  who  best  succeeded  in  combining  liberal 
habits  with  poverty.  For  there  were  sixteen  near  relations, 
all  of  them  of  the  family  of  the  ^Elii,  possessed  of  but  one 
farm,  A\5|iich  sufficed  them  all,  whilst  one  small  house,  or 
rather  cottage,  contained  them,  their  numerous  offspring, 
and  their  wives ;  amongst  ^^•hom  was  the  daughter  of  our 
uEmilius,  who,  although  her  father  had  been  twice  consul, 
and  had  twice  triumphed,  was  not  ashamed  of  her  bus- 
hand's  poverty,  but  proud  of  his  virtue  that  kept  him  poor. 
Far  otherwise  it  is  with  the  brothers  and  relations  of  this 
age,  who,  unless  whole  tracts  of  land,  or  at  least  walls  and 
rivers,  part  their  inheritances,  and  keep  them  at  a  distance 
never  cease  from  mutual  quarrels.  History  suggests  a 
variety  of  good  counsel  of  this  sort,  by  the  way,  to  those 
who  desire  to  learn  and  improve. 

To  proceed :  ^milius,  being  chosen  consul,  waged  war 
with  the  Ligurians,  or  Ligustines,  a  people  near  the  Alps. 
They  were  a  bold  and  warlike  nation,  and  their  neighbor- 
hood to  the  Romans  had  begun  to  give  them  skill  in  the 
arts  of  war.    They  occupy  the  further  parts  of  Italy  ending 
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under  the  Alps,  and  those  parts  of  the  Alps  themseWes 
which  are  washed  by  the  Tuscan  sea  and  face  toward  Africa, 
mingled  there  with  Gauls  and  Iberians  of  the  coast.  Be- 
sides, at  that  time  they  had  turned  their  thoughts  to  the 
seas,  and  sailing  as  far  as  the  Pillars  of  Hercules  in  light 
vessels  fitted  for  that  purpose,  robbed  and  destroyed  all 
that  trafficked  in  those  parts.  They,  with  an  army  of 
forty  thousand,  waited  the  coming  of  ^Emilius,  who  brought 
with  him  not  above  eight  thousand,  so  that  the  enemy  was 
five  to  one  when  they  engaged ;  yet  he  vanquished  and  put 
them  to  flight,  forcing  them  to  retire  into  their  walled  towns, 
and  in  this  condition  offered  them  fair  conditions  of  accom- 
modation ;  it  being  the  policy  of  the  Romans  not  utterly  to 
destroy  the  Ligurians,  because  they  were  a  sort  of  guard  and 
bulwark  against  the  frequent  attempts  of  the  Gauls  to  over, 
run  Italy.  Trusting  wholly  therefore  to  ^niilius,  they 
delivered  up  their  towns  and  shipping  into  his  hands. 
He,  at  the  utmost,  razed  only  the  fortifications  and  delivered 
their  tov\^ns  to  them  again,  but  took  away  all  their  shipping 
with  him,  leaving  them  no  vessels  bigger  thanj^hose  of 
three  oars,  and  set  at  liberty  great  numbers  of  prisoners 
they  had  taken  both  by  sea  and  land,  strangers  as  well  as 
Romans.  These  were  the  acts  most  worthy  of  remark  ia 
his  first  consulship. 

Afterwards  he  frequently  intimated  his  desire  of  being  a 
second  time  consul,  and  was  once  candidate  ;  but  meeting 
with  a  repulse  and  being  passed  by,  he  gave  up  all  thought 
of  it,  and  devoted  himself  to  his  duties  as  augur,  and  to  the 
education  of  his  children,  whom  he  not  only  brought  up,  as 
he  himself  had  been,  in  the  Roman  and  ancient  disciplme, 
but  also  with  unusual  zeal  in  that  of  Greece.  To  this  pur- 
pose he  not  only  procured  masters  to  teach  thera  grammar, 
logic,  and  rhetoric,  but  had  for  them  also  preceptors  in  mod- 
elling and  drawing,  managers  of  horses  and  dogs,  and  in- 
structors in  field  sports,  all  from  Greece.  And,  if  he  was 
not  hindered  by  public  affairs,  he  himself  would  be  witli 
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them  at  their  studies,  and  see  them  perform  their  exercises, 
being  the  most  affectionate  father  in  Rome. 

This  was  the  time,  in  public  matters,  when  the  Romans 
were  engaged  in  war  with  Perseus,  king  of  the  Macedo- 
nians, and  great  complaints  were  made  of  their  commanders, 
who,  either  through  their  want  of  skill  or  courage,  were 
conducting  matters  so  shamefully,  that  they  did  less  hurt 
to  the  enemy  than  they  received  from  him.  They  that  not 
long  before  had  forced  Antiochus  the  Great  to  quit  the  rest 
of  Asia,  to  retire  beyond  Mount  Taurus,  and  confine  him- 
self to  Syria,  glad  to  buy  his  peace  with  fifteen  thousand 
talents ;  they  that  not  long  since  had  vanquished  king  Philip 
in  Thessaly,  and  freed  the  Greeks  from  the  Macedonian 
yoke ;  nay,  had  overcome  Hannibal  himself,  who  far  sur- 
passed all  kings  in  daring  and  power, — thought  it  scorn 
that  Perseus  should  think  himself  an  enemy  fit  to  match 
the  Romans,  and  to  be  able  to  wage  war  with  them  so  long 
on  equal  terms,  with  the  remainder  only  of  his  father's 
routed  forces ;  not  being  aware  that  Philip  after  his  defeat 
had  greatly  improved  both  the  strength  and  discipline  of 
the  Macedonian  army.  To  make  which  appear,  I  shall 
briefly  recount  the  story  from  the  beginning. 

Antigonus,  the  most  powerful  amongst  the  captains  and 
successors  of  Alexander,  having  obtained  for  himself  and 
his  posterity  the  title  of  king,  had  a  son  named  Demetrius, 
father  to  Antigonus,  called  Gonatas,  and  he  had  a  son  De- 
metrius, who,  reigning  some  short  time,  died  and  left  a 
young  son  called  Philip.  The  chief  men  of  Macedon,  fear- 
ing great  confusion  might  arise  in  his  minority,  called  in 
Antigonus,  cousin-german  to  the  late  king,  and  married 
him  to  the  widow,  the  mother  of  Philip.  At  first  they  only 
styled  him  regent  and  general,  but  when  they  found  by 
experience  that  he  governed  the  kingdom  with  moderation 
and  to  general  advantage,  gave  him  the  title  of  king.  This 
was  he  that  was  surnamed  Doson,  as  if  he  was  a  great 
promisor,  and  a  bad  performer.   To  him  succeeded  Philip, 
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who  in  his  youth  gave  great  hopes  of  equalling  the  best  of 
kings,  and  that  he  one  day  would  restore  Macedon  to  its 
former  state  and  dignity,  and  prove  himself  the  one  man 
able  to  check  the  power  of  the  Romans,  now  rising  and  ex. 
tending  over  the  whole  world.  But,  being  vanquished  in  a 
pitched  battle  by  Titus  Flamininus  near  Scotussa,  his  reso- 
lution  failed,  and  he  yielded  himself  and  all  that  he  had  to 
the  mercy  of  the  Romans,  well  contented  that  he  could  es- 
cape  with  paying  a  small  tribute.  Yet  afterwards,  recollect, 
ing  himself,  he  bore  it  with  great  impatience,  and  thought 
he  lived  rather  like  a  slave  that  was  i^leased  with  ease,  than  a 
man  of  sense  and  courage,  whilst  he  held  his  kingdom  at  the 
pleasure  of  his  conquerors ;  which  made  him  turn  his  whole 
mind  to  war,  and  prepare  himself  with  as  much  cunning  and 
privacy  as  possible.  To  this  end,  he  left  his  cities  on  the 
high  roads  and  sea-coast  ungarrisoned,  and  almost  desolate, 
that  they  might  seem  inconsiderable ;  in  the  mean  time,  col- 
lecting large  forces  up  the  country,  and  furnishing  his  inland 
posts,  strongholds,  and  towns,  with  arms,  money,  and  men 
fit  for  service,  he  thus  provided  himself  for  war,  and  yet 
kept  his  preparations  close.  He  had  in  his  armory  arras  for 
thirty  thousand  men ;  in  granaries,  in  places  of  strength,  eight 
millions  of  bushels  of  corn,  and  as  much  ready  money  as 
would  defray  the  charge  of  maintaining  ten  thousand  merce- 
nary soldiers  for  ten  years  in  defence  of  the  country.  But 
before  he  could  put  these  things  into  motion,  and  carry  his 
designs  into  effect,  he  died  for  grief  and  anguish  of  mind, 
being  sensible  he  had  put  his  innocent  son  Demetrius  to 
death,  upon  the  calumnies  of  one  that  was  far  more  guilty 
Perseus,  his  son  that  survived,  inherited  his  hatred  to  the 
Romans  as  well  as  his  kingdom,  but  was  incompetent  to 
carry  out  his  designs,  through  want  of  courage,  and  the 
viciousness  of  a  character  in  which,  among  faults  and  dis- 
eases of  various  sorts,  covetousness  bore  the  chief  place. 
There  is  a  statement  also  of  his  not  being  true-born ;  that  the 
wiie  of  king  Philip  took  him  from  his  mother,  Gnatheenion  (a 
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woman  of  Argos,  that  earned  her  living  as  a  seamstress),  as 
soon  as  he  was  born,  and  passed  him  upon  her  husband  as 
her  own.  And  this  might  be  the  chief  cause  of  his  contriv- 
ing the  death  of  Demetrius ;  as  he  might  well  fear,  that  so 
long  as  there  was  a  lawful  successor  in  the  family,  there  was 
ho  security  that  his  spurious  birth  might  not  be  revealed. 

Notwithstanding  all  this,  and  though  his  spirit  was  so 
mean,  and  temper  so  sordid,  yet  trusting  to  the  strength  of 
his  resources,  he  engaged  in  a  war  with  the  Romans,  and  for 
a  long  time  maintained  it ;  repulsing  and  even  vanquishing 
some  generals  of  consular  dignity,  and  some  great  armies 
and  fleets.    He  routed  Publius  Licinius,  who  was  the  first 
that  invaded  Macedonia,  in  a  cavalry  battle,  slew  twenty-five 
hundred  practised  soldiers,  and  took  six  hundred  prisoners  ; 
and  surprising  their  fleet  as  they  rode  at  anchor  before  Orens, 
he  took  twenty  ships  of  burden  with  all  their  lading,  sunk 
the  rest  that  were  freighted  with  corn,  and,  besides  this, 
made  himself  master  of  four  galleys  with  five  banks  of 
oars.   He  fought  a  second  battle  with  Hostilius,  a  consular 
officer,  as  he  was  making  his  way  into  the  country  at  Elimife, 
and  forced  him  to  retreat;  and,  when  he  afterwards  by 
stealth  designed  an  invasion  through  Thessaly,  challenged 
him  to  fight,  which  the  other  feared  to  accept.    Nay  more, 
to  show  his  contempt  to  the  Romans,  and  that  he  wanted 
employment,  as  a  war  by  the  by,  he  made  an  expedition 
igainst  the  Dardanians,  in  which  he  slew  ten  thousand  of 
ihose  barbarian  people,  and  brought  a  great  spoil  away, 
[le  privately,  moreover,  solicited  the  Gauls  (also  called  Bas- 
^rnse),  a  warlike  nation,  and  famous  for  horsemen,  dwell- 
ng  near  the  Danube ;  and  incited  the  Hlyrians,  by  the 
neans  of  Genthius  their  king,  to  join  with  him  in  the  war. 
twas  also  reported  that  the  barbarians,  allured  by  promise 
if  rewards,  were  to  make  an  irruption  into  Italy,  through 
he  lower  Gaul  by  the  shore  of  the  Adriatic  Sea. 
The  Romans,  being  advertised  of  these  things,  thought 
t  necessary  no  longer  to  choose  their  commanders  by  favor 
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or  solicitation,  but  of  their  own  motion  to  select  a  genera! 
of  wisdom  and  capacity  for  the  management  of  great  affairs 
And  such  was  Paulus  ^Emilius,  advanced  in  years,  beinj 
nearly  threescore,  yet  vigorous  in  his  own  person,  and  ricl 
in  valiant  sons  and  sons-in-law,  besides  a  great  number  of  in. 
fluential  relations  and  friends,  all  of  whom  joined  in  urging 
him  to  yield  to  the  desires  of  the  people,  who  called  him  tc 
the  consulship.  He  at  first  manifested  some  shyness  ol 
the  people,  and  withdrew  himself  fi'om  their  importunity, 
professing  reluctance  to  hold  office ;  but,  when  they  daily 
came  to  his  doors,  urging  him  to  come  forth  to  the  place 
of  election,  and  pressing  him  with  noise  and  clamor,  he 
acceded  to  their  request.  When  he  appeared  amongst  the 
candidates,  it  did  not  look  as  if  it  were  to  sue  for  the  con. 
sulship,  but  to  bring  victory  and  success,  that  he  came  down 
into  the  Campus ;  they  all  received  him  there  with  such 
hopes  and  such  gladness,  unanimously  choosing  hira  a 
second  time  consul ;  nor  would  they  suffer  the  lots  to  be 
cast,  as  was  usual,  to  determine  which  province  should  fall 
to  his  share,  but  immediately  decreed  him  the  command 
of  the  Macedonian  war.  It  is  told,  that  when  he  had  been 
proclaimed  general  against  Perseus,  and  was  honorably 
accompanied  home  by  great  numbers  of  people,  he  found  his 
daughter  Tertia,  a  very  little  girl,  weeping,  and  taking  lier 
to  him  asked  her  why  she  was  crying.  She,  catching  him 
about  the  neck  and  kissing  him,  said,  "  O  father,  do  you  not 
know  that  Perseus  is  dead  ?  "  meaning  a  little  dog  of  that 
name  that  was  brought  up  in  the  house  with  her;  to  which 
^milius  replied,  "  Good  fortune,  my  daughter ;  I  embrace 
the  omen."  This  Cicero,  the  orator,  relates  in  his  book  on 
divination. 

It  was  the  custom  for  such  as  were  chosen  consuls,  from 
a  stage  designed  for  such  purposes,  to  address  the  people 
and  return  them  thanks  for  their  favor,  .^milius,  there- 
fore, having  gathered  an  assembly,  spoke  and  said  thatlifl 
sued  for  the  first  consulship,  because  he  himself  stood  ii 
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neecl  of  such  honor ;  but  for  the  second,  because  they  wanted 
a  general ;  upon  which  account  he  thought  there  was  no 
thanks  due :  if  they  judged  they  could  manage  the  war  by 
any  other  to  more  advantage,  he  would  willingly  yield  up 
his  charge ;  but,  if  they  confided  in  him,  they  were  not  to 
make  themselves  his  colleagues  in  his  oflBlce,  or  raise  reports, 
and  criticise  his  actions,  but,  without  talking,  supply  him 
with  means  and  assistance  necessary  to  the  carrj'ing  on  of 
the  war;  for  if  they  proposed  to  command  their  own  com- 
mander, they  would  render  this  expedition  more  ridiculous 
than  the  former.  By  this  speech  he  inspired  great  reverence 
for  him  amongst  the  citizens,  and  great  expectations  of 
future  success ;  all  were  well  pleased,  that  they  had  passed 
by  such  as  sought  to  be  preferred  by  flattery,  and  fixed  upon 
a  commander  endued  with  wisdom  and  courage  to  tell  them 
the  truth.  So  entirely  did  the  people  of  Rome,  that  they 
might  rule,  and  become  masters  of  the  world,  yield  obedience 
and  service  to  reason  and  superior  virtue. 

That  ^milius,  setting  forward  to  the  war,  by  a  prosper- 
ous voyage  and  successful  journey,  arrived  with  speed  and 
safety  at  his  camp  I  attribute  to  good  fortune ;  but,  when  I 
see  how  the  war  under  his  command  was  brought  to  a 
happy  issue,  partly  by  his  own  daring  boldness,  partly  by 
his  good  counsel,  partly  by  the  ready  administration  of  his 
Mends,  partly  by  his  presence  of  mind  and  skill  toembrace 
the  most  proper  advice  in  the  extremity  of  danger,  I  cannot 
ascribe  any  of  his  remarkable  and  famous  actions  (as  I  can 
those  of  other  commanders)  to  his  so  much  celebrated  good 
fortune ;  unless  you  will  say  that  the  covetousness  of  Per- 
seus was  the  good  fortune  of  ^milius.  The  truth  is.  Per- 
seus's  fear  of  spending  his  money  was  the  destruction  and 
utter  ruin  of  all  those  splendid  and  great  preparations  with 
which  the  Macedonians  were  in  high  hopes  to  carry  on  the 
war  with  success.  For  there  came  at  his  request  ten 
thousand  horsemen  of  the  BasternEe,  and  as  many  foot,  who 
Were  to  keep  pace  with  them,  and  supply  their  places  in 
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case  of  faihire ;  all  of  them  professed  soldiers,  men  skilled 
neither  in  tilling  of  land,  nor  in  navigation  of  ships,  nor 
able  to  get  their  living  by  grazing,  but  whose  oidy  business 
and  single  art  and  trade  it  was  to  fight  and  conquer  all 
that  resisted  them.  "SMien  these  came  into  the  district  of 
Msedica,  and  encamped  and  mixed  witli  the  king's  soldiers, 
being  men  of  great  stature,  admirable  at  their  exercises, 
great  boasters,  and  loud  in  their  threats  against  their 
enemies,  they  gave  new  courage  to  the  Macedonians,  who 
were  ready  to  think  the  Romans  would  not  be  able  to  con- 
front them,  but  would  be  struck  with  terror  at  their  looks 
and  motions,  they  were  so  strange  and  so  formidable  to  be- 
hold. When  Perseus  had  thus  encouraged  his  men,  and 
elevated  them  witli  these  great  hopes,  as  soon  as  a  thousand 
gold  pieces  were  demanded  for  each  captain,  he  was  so 
amazed  and  beside  himself  at  the  vastness  of  the  amount 
that  out  of  mere  stinginess  he  drew  back  and  let  liiiuself 
lose  their  assistance,  as  if  he  had  been  some  steward,  no| 
the  enemj''  of  the  Romans,  and  would  have  to  give  an  ex- 
act account  of  the  expenses  of  the  war  to  those  with  whom 
he  waged  it.  Nay,  when  he  had  his  foes  as  tutors,  to  in- 
struct him  what  h-a  had  to  do,  who,  besides  their  othei 
preparations,  had  a  hundred  thousand  men  drawn  together 
and  in  readiness  for  their  service  ;  yet  he  that  was  to  en- 
gage against  so  considerable  a  force,  and  in  a  war  that  was 
maintaining  such  numbers  as  this,  nevertheless  doled  out 
his  money,  and  put  seals  on  his  bags,  and  was  as  fearful  of 
touching  it,  as  if  it  had  belonged  to  some  one  else.  And 
all  this  was  done  by  one  not  descended  from  Lydians  or 
Phoenicians,  but  who  could  pretend  to  some  share  of  the 
virtues  of  Alexander  and  Philip,  whom  he  was  allied  to  by 
birth  ;  men  who  conquered  the  world  by  judging  that  em- 
pire was  to  be  purchased  by  money,  not  money  by  empire. 
Certainly  it  became  a  proverb,  that  not  Philip,  but  his 
gold,  took  the  cities  of  Greece.  And  Alexander,  when  he 
undertook  his  expedition  against  the  Indians,  and  found 
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nis  Macedonians  encumbered  and  appear  to  march  heavily 
with  their  Persian  spoils,  first  set  fire  to  his  own  carriages, 
and  thence  persuaded  the  rest  to  imitate  his  example,  that 
thus  freed  they  might  proceed  to  the  war  without  hin- 
drance. Whereas  Perseus,  abounding  in  wealth,  would  not 
preserve  himself,  his  children,  and  his  kingdom,  at  the  ex- 
pense of  a  small  part  of  his  treasure  ;  but  chose  rather  to 
be  carried  away  with  numbers  of  his  subjects  with  the  name 
of  the  wealthy  captive,  and  show  the  Romans  what  great 
riches  he  had  husbanded  and  preserved  for  them.  For  he 
hot  only  played  false  with  the  Gauls,  and  sent  them  away, 
but  also,  after  alluring  Genthius,  king  of  the  Illyrians,  by 
the  hopes  of  three  hundred  talents,  to  assist  him  in  the 
war,  he  caused  the  money  to  be  counted  out  in  the  presence 
of  his  messengers,  and  to  be  sealed  up.  Upon  which 
Genthius,  thinking  himself  possessed  of  what  he  desired, 
committed  a  wicked  and  shameful  act ;  he  seized  and  im- 
prisoned the  ambassadors  sent  to  him  from  the  Romans. 
Whence  Perseus,  concluding  that  there  was  no  need  of 
money  to  make  Genthius  an  enemy  to  the  Romans,  but  that 
he  had  given  a  lasting  earnest  of  his  enmity,  and  by  his 
flagrant  injustice  sufiiciently  involved  himself  in  the  war, 
defrauded  the  unfortunate  king  of  his  three  hundred  talents, 
ind  without  any  concern  beheld  him,  his  wife,  and  children, 
m  a  short  time  after,  carried  out  of  their  kingdom,  as  from 
iheir  nest,  by  Lucius  Anicius,  who  was  sent  against  him 
ivith  an  army. 

.iEmilius,  coming  against  such  an  adversary,  made  light 
ndeed  of  him,  but  admired  his  preparation  and  power. 
?or  he  had  four  thousand  horse,  and  not  much  fewer  than 
orty  thousand  full-armed  foot  of  the  phalanx ;  and  planting 
limself  along  the  seaside,  at  the  foot  of  Mount  Olympus, 
n  ground  with  no  access  on  any  side,  and  on  all  sides  for 
ified  with  fences  and  bulwarks  of  wood,  remained  in  great 
ecurity,  thinking  by  delay  and  expense  to  weary  out  ^mih 
us.  But  he,  ia  the  mean  time,  busy  in  thought,  weighed 
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all  counsels  and  all  means  of  attack,  and  perceiving  his 
soldiers,  from  their  former  want  of  discipline,  to  be  im- 
patient  of  delay,  and  ready  on  all  occasions  to  teach  their 
general  his  duty,  rebulced  them,  and  l)ade  them  not  meddle 
with  what  was  not  their  concern,  but  only  take  care  that  they 
and  their  arms  were  in  readiness,  and  to  use  tl:ieir  swords 
like  Romans  when  their  commander  should  think  fit  to 
employ  them.  Further  he  ordered,  tliat  tlie  sentinels  by 
night  sliould  watch  without  javelins,  that  thus  they 
might  be  more  careful  and  surer  to  resist  sleep,  liaviiig 
no  arms  to  defend  themselves  against  any  attacks  of  an 
enemy. 

What  most  annoyed  the  army  was  the  want  of  water; 
for  only  a  little,  and  that  foul,  flowed  out,  or  rather  came  by 
drops  from  a  spring  adjoining  the  sea ;  but  ^milius,  considej- 
ing  that  he  was  at  the  foot  of  the  high  and  woody  mountaL' 
Olympus,  and  conjecturing  by  the  flourisliing  growtli  ot 
the  trees  that  there  were  springs  that  had  their  course  under- 
ground, dug  a  great  many  holes  and  wells  along  the  foot  of 
the  mountain,  which  were  presently  filled  with  pure  water 
escaping  from  its  confinement  into  the  vacuum  they  afford- 
ed. Although  there  are  some,  indeed,  who  deny  that  there 
are  reservoirs  of  water  lying  ready  provided  out  of  sight, 
in  the  places  from  whence  springs  flow,  and  that  when 
they  appear,  they  merely  issue  and  run  out ;  on  the  con- 
trary, they  say,  they  are  then  formed  and  come  into  exist- 
ence for  the  first  time,  by  the  liquefaction  of  the  surround- 
ing matter  ;  and  that  this  change  is  caused  by  density  and 
cold,  when  the  moist  vapor,  by  being  closely  pressed 
together,  becomes  fluid.  As  women's  breasts  are  not  like 
vessels  full  of  milk  always  prepared  and  ready  to  flow 
from  them  ;  but  their  nourishment  being  changed  in  their 
breasts,  is  there  made  milk,  and  from  thence  is  pressed  cut- 
in  likfl  manner,  places  of  the  earth  that  are  cold  and  full  of 
springs,  do  not  contain  any  hidden  waters  or  receptacles 
whiob  are  capable,  as  from  a  source  always  ready  and  fur 


^MILIUS  PAULUS. 


109 


nished,  of  supplying  all  the  brooks  and  deep  rivers ;  but 
by  compressing  and  condensing  the  vapors  and  air,  they 
turn  them  into  that  substance.  And  thus  places  that 
are  dug  open  flow  by  that  pressure,  and  afford  the  more 
water  (as  the  breasts  of  women  do  milk  by  their  being 
sucked),  the  vapor  thus  moistening  and  becoming  fluid ; 
whereas  ground  that  remains  idle  and  undug  is  not  capa- 
ble of  producing  any  water,  whilst  it  wants  the  motion 
which  is  the  cause  of  liquefaction.  But  those  that  assert 
this  opinion  give  occasion  to  the  doubtful  to  argue,  that 
on  the  same  ground  there  should  be  no  blood  in  living 
creatures,  but  that  it  must  be  formed  by  the  wound,  some 
sort  of  spirit  or  flesh  being  changed  into  a  liquid  and  flow- 
ing matter.  Moreover,  they  are  refuted  by  the  fact  that 
men  who  dig  mines,  either  in  sieges  or  for  metals,  meet 
with  rivers,  which  are  not  collected  by  little  and  little  (as 
must  necessarily  be,  if  they  had  their  being  at  the  very  in- 
stant the  earth  was  opened),  but  break  out  at  once  with 
violence ;  and  upon  the  cutting  through  a  rock,  there  often 
gush  out  great  quantities  of  water,  which  then  as  suddenly 
cease.   But  of  this  enough. 

.^milius  lay  still  for  some  days,  and  it  is  said,  that  there 
were  never  two  great  armies  so  nigh,  that  enjoyed  so  much 
quiet.  "When  he  had  tried  and  considered  all  things,  he 
was  informed  that  there  was  yet  one  passage  left  unguarded, 
through  Perrhsebia  by  the  temple  of  Apollo  and  the  Rock 
Gathering,  therefore,  more  hope  from  the  place  being  left 
defenceless  than  fear  from  the  roughness  and  difficulty  of 
the  passage,  he  proposed  it  for  consultation.  Amongst 
those  that  were  present  at  the  council,  Scipio,  surnamed 
Nasica,  son-in-law  to  Scipio  Africanus,  who  afterwards  was 
so  powerful  in  the  senate-house,  was  the  first  that  offered 
himself  to  command  those  that  should  be  sent  to  encompass 
the  enemy.  Next  to  him,  Fabius  Maximus,  eldest  son  of 
^milius,  although  yet  very  young,  offered  himself  with 
great  zeal,  .JJmilius,  rejoicing,  gave  them,  not  so  many  as 
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Polybius  states,  but,  as  Nasica  himself  tells  us  in  a  briel 
letter  which  he  wrote  to  one  of  the  kings  with  an  account 
of  the  expedition,  three  thousand  Italians  that  were  not 
Romans,  and  his  left  wing  consisting  of  five  thousand. 
Taking  with  him,  besides  these,  one  hundred  and  twenty 
horsemen,  and  two  hundred  Thracians  and  Cretans  inter, 
mixed  that  Harpalus  had  sent,  he  began  his  journey  to. 
wards  the  sea,  and  encamped  near  the  temple  of  Hercules, 
as  if  he  designed  to  embark,  and  so  to  sail  round  and  en- 
viron the  enemy.  But  when  the  soldiers  had  supped  and 
it  was  dark,  he  made  the  captains  acquainted  with  his  real 
intentions,  and  marching  all  night  in  the  opposite  direction 
away  from  the  sea,  till  he  came  under  the  temple  of  Apollo, 
there  rested  his  army.  At  this  place  Mount  Olympus  rises 
in  height  more  than  ten  furlongs,  as  appears  by  the  epi- 
gram made  by  the  man  that  measured  it : 

The  summit  of  Olympus,  at  the  site 
Where  stands  Apollo's  temple,  has  a  height 
Of  full  ten  furlongs  by  the  line,  and  more, 
Ten  furlongs,  and  one  hundred  feet,  less  four. 
Eumelus's  son,  Xenagoras,  reached  the  place. 
Adieu,  0  king,  and  do  thy  pilgrim  grace. 

It  is  allowed,  say  the  geometricians,  that  no  mountain  in 
height  or  sea  in  depth  exceeds  ten  furlongs,  and  yet  it 
seems  probable  that  Xenagoras  did  not  take  his  admeasure- 
ment carelessly,  but  according  to  the  rules  of  art,  and  with 
instruments  for  the  purpose.  Here  it  was  that  Nasica 
passed  the  night. 

A  Cretan  deserted,  who  fled  to  the  enemy  during  tlie 
march,  discovered  to  Perseus  the  design  which  the  Romans 
liad  to  encompass  him :  for  he,  seeing  that  ^Emilius  lay 
still,  had  not  suspected  any  such  attempt.  He  was  startled 
at  the  news,  yet  did  not  put  his  army  in  motion,  but  sent 
ten  thousand  mercenary  soldiers  and  two  thousand  Mace- 
donians, under  command  of  Mile,  with  order  to  hasten  and 
possess  themselves  of  the  passes.  Polybius  relates  that 
the  Romans  found  these  men  asleep  when  they  attacked 
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them  ;  but  Nasica  says  there  was  a  sharp  and  severe  con- 
flict on  the  top  of  the  mountain,  that  he  himself  encountered 
a  mercenary  Thracian,  pierced  him  through  with  his  javelin, 
and  slew  him  ;  and  that  the  enemy  being  forced  to  retreat, 
Mile  stripped  to  his  coat  and  fled  shamefully  without  his 
armor,  while  he  followed  without  danger,  and  conveyed 
the  whole  army  down  into  the  country. 

After  this  event,  Perseus,  now  grown  fearful,  and  fallen 
from  his  hopes,  removed  his  camp  in  all  haste ;  he  was 
under  the  necessity  either  to  stop  before  Pydna,  and  there 
run  the  hazard  of  a  battle,  or  disperse  his  army  into  cities, 
and  there  expect  the  event  of  the  war,  which,  having  once 
made  its  way  into  his  country,  could  not  be  driven  out 
without  great  slaughter  and  bloodshed.  But  Perseus,  being 
told  by  his  friends  that  he  was  much  superior  in  number, 
and  that  men  fighting  in  the  defence  of  their  wives  and 
children  must  needs  feel  all  the  more  courage,  especially 
when  all  was  done  in  the  sight  of  their  king,  who  himself 
was  engaged  in  equal  danger,  was  thus  again  encouraged  ; 
and,  pitching  his  camp,  prepared  himself  to  fight,  viewed 
the  country,  and  gave  out  the  commands,  as  if  he  designed 
to  set  upon  the  Romans  as  soon  as  they  approached.  The 
place  was  a  field  fit  for  the  action  of  a  phalanx,  which 
requires  smooth  standing  and  even  ground,  and  also  had 
divers  little  hills,  one  joining  another,  fit  for  the  motions 
whether  in  retreat  or  advance  of  light  troops  and  skir- 
mishers. Through  the  middle  ran  the  rivers  .^son  and 
Leucus,  which  though  not  very  deep,  it  being  the  latter  end 
of  summer,  yet  were  likely  enough  to  give  the  Romans 
some  trouble. 

As  soon  as  ^milius  had  rejoined  Nasica,  he  advanced  in 
battle  array  against  the  enemy ;  but  when  he  found  how 
they  were  drawn  up,  and  the  number  of  their  forces,  he 
regarded  them  with  admiration  and  surprise,  and  halted, 
considering  within  himself.  The  young  commanders,  eager 
to  fight,  riding  along  by  his  side,  pressed  him  not  to  delay, 
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and  most  of  all  Xasica,  flushed  with  his  late  sncoess  on 
Olympus.  To  whom  .Emilius  answered  with  a  smile; 
"  So  would  I  do  were  I  of  your  age ;  but  many  victories 
liave  taught  me  the  wa}  s  in  which  men  are  defeated,  and 
forbid  me  to  engage  soldiars  weary  with  a  long  march, 
against  an  army  drawn  up  and  pre[iared  for  battle." 

Then  he  gave  command  that  the  front  of  his  army,  and 
such  as  were  in  sight  of  the  enemy,  should  form  as  if  ready 
to  engage,  and  those  in  the  rear  sliould  cast  up  the  trenches 
and  fortify  the  camp  ;  so  that  the  hindmost  in  succession 
wheeling  off  by  degrees  and  withdrawing,  their  wholeorder 
was  insensibly  broken  up,  and  the  army  encamped  without 
noise  or  trouble. 

When  it  was  night,  and,  supper  being  over,  all  were 
turning  to  sleep  and  rest,  on  a  sudden  tlie  moon,  which 
was  then  at  full  and  high  in  the  lieavens,  grew  dark,  and 
by  degrees  losing  her  light,  passed  through  various  colors, 
and  at  length  was  totally  eclipsed.  The  Romans,  accord- 
ing to  their  custom,  clattering  brass  pans  and  lifting  up 
fire-brands  and  torches  into  the  air,  invoked  the  return  of 
her  light;  the  Macedonians  behaved  far  otherwise:  terror 
and  amazement  seized  their  whole  army,  and  a  rumor  crept 
by  degrees  into  their  camp  that  this  eclipse  portended  even 
that  of  their  king.  iEmilius  was  no  novice  in  these  things, 
nor  was  ignorant  of  the  nature  of  the  seeming  irregularities 
of  eclipses, — that  in  a  certain  revolution  of  time,  the  moon 
in  her  course  enters  the  shadow  of  the  earth  and  is  there 
obscured,  till,  passing  the  region  of  darkness,  she  is  again 
enlightened  by  the  sun.  Yet  being  a  devout  man,  a  relit;- 
ious  observer  of  sacrifices  and  the  art  of  divination,  as  soon 
as  he  perceived  the  moon  beginning  to  regain  her  former 
lustre,  he  offered  up  to  her  eleven  heifers.  At  the  break 
of  day  he  sacrificed  as  many  as  twenty  in  succession  to 
Hercules,  without  any  token  that  his  offering  was  accepted ; 
but  at  the  one-and-twentieth,  the  signs  promised  victory 
to  defenders.    lie  then  vowed  a  hecatomb  and  solemu 
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sports  to  Hercules,  and  commanded  his  captains  to  make 
ready  for  battle,  staying  only  till  the  sun  should  decline 
and  come  round  to  the  west,  lest,  being  in  their  faces  in 
the  morning,  it  should  dazzle  the  eyes  of  his  soldiers.  Thus 
he  whiled  away  the  time  in  his  tent,  which  was  open 
towards  the  plain  where  his  enemies  were  encamped. 

When  it  grew  towards  evening,  some  tell  us,  ^milius 
himself  used  a  stratagem  to  induce  the  enemy  to  begin  the 
fight;  that  he  turned  loose  a  horse  without  a  bridle,  and 
sent  some  of  the  Romans  to  catch  him,  upon  whose  follow- 
hig  the  beast  the  battle  began.  Others  lelate  that  the 
Thracians,  under  the  command  of  one  Alexander,  set  upon 
the  Roman  beasts  of  burden  that  were  bringing  forage  to 
the  camp;  that  to  oppose  these,  a  party  of  seven  hundred 
Ligurians  were  immediately  detached ;  and  that,  relief 
coining  still  from  both  armies,  the  main  bodies  at  last  en- 
gaged, ^milius,  like  a  wise  pilot,  foreseeing  by  the  pres- 
ent waves  and  motion  of  the  armies,  the  greatness  of  the 
following  storm,  came  out  of  his  tent,  went  through  the 
legions,  and  encouraged  his  soldiers.  Nasica,  in  the  mean 
time,  who  had  ridden  out  to  the  skirmishers,  saw  the  whole 
force  of  the  enemy  on  the  point  of  engaging.  First  marched 
the  Thracians,  who,  he  himself  tells  us,  inspired  him  with 
most  terror;  they  were  of  great  stature,  with  bright  and 
glittering  shields  and  black  frocks  under  them,  their  legs 
armed  with  greaves,  and  they  brandished,  as  they  moved, 
straight  and  heavily-ironed  spears  over  their  right  shoul- 
ders. Next  the  Thracians  marched  the  mercenary  soldiers, 
armed  after  different  fashions ;  with  these  the  Pseonians 
were  mingled.  These  were  succeeded  by  a  third  division, 
of  picked  men,  native  Macedonians,  the  choicest  for  courage 
and  strength,  in  the  prime  of  life,  gleaming  with  gilt  armor 
•and  scarlet  coats.  As  these  were  taking  their  places  they 
were  followed  from  the  camp  by  the  troops  in  phalanx 
called  the  Brazen  Shields,  so  that  the  whole  plain  seemed 
alive  with  the  flashing  of  steel  and  the  glistening  of  brass ; 
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and  the  hills  also  with  their  shouts,  as  they  cheered  eacl 
other  on.  In  this  order  they  marched,  and  with  such  hold 
ness  and  speed,  that  those  that  were  first  slain  died  at  bu 
two  furlongs  distance  from  the  Roman  camp. 

The  battle  being  begun,  ^railius  came  in  and  lom 
that  the  foremost  of  the  Macedonians  had  already  fixed  th 
ends  of  their  spears  into  the  shields  of  his  Romans,  so  tha 
it  was  impossible  to  come  near  them  with  their  swords 
When  he  saw  this,  and  observed  that  the  rest  of  the  Mace 
donians  took  the  targets  that  hung  on  their  left  shoulders 
and  brought  them  round  before  them,  and  all  at  ono 
stooped  their  pikes  against  their  enemies'  shields,  and  con 
sidered  the  great  strength  of  this  wall  of  shields,  and  tb 
formidable  appearance  of  a  front  thus  bristling  with  arras 
he  was  seized  with  amazement  and  alarm :  nothing  he  hw 
ever  seen  before  had  been  equal  to  it ;  and  in  aftertime 
he  frequently  used  to  speak  both  of  the  sight  and  of  iii 
own  sensations.  These,  however,  he  dissembled,  and  rodi 
through  his  army  without  either  breastplate  or  helmet 
with  a  serene  and  cheerful  countenance. 

On  the  contrary,  as  Polybius  relates,  no  sooner  was  tht 
battle  begun,  but  the  Macedonian  king  basely  withdrew  t( 
the  city  Pydna,  under  a  pretence  of  sacrificing  to  Hercules 
a  god  that  is  not  wont  to  regard  the  faint  offerings  ol 
cowards,  or  to  fulfil  unsanctioned  vows.  For  truly  it  cai 
hardly  be  a  thing  that  heaven  would  sanction,  that  he  thai 
never  shoots  should  carry  away  the  prize ;  he  triumph  thai 
slinks  from  the  battle ;  he  that  takes  no  pains  meet  witt 
success,  or  the  wicked  man  prosper.  But  to  jEiniliu.s'« 
petitions  the  god  listened ;  he  prayed  for  victory  witli  liil 
sword  in  his  hand,  and  fought  while  entreating  diviiH 
assistance. 

A  certain  Posidonius,  who  has  at  some  length  written  1 
history  of  Perseus,  and  professes  to  have  lived  at  the  tlmfl 
and  to  have  been  himself  engaged  in  these  events,  denia 
that  Peraeus  left  the  field  either  through  fear  or  pretWJOj 
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of  sacrificing,  but  tliat,  the  very  day  before  the  fight,  he 
received  a  kick  from  a  horse  on  liis  thigh :  that  though 
very  much  disabled,  and  dissuaded  by  all  his  friends,  he 
commanded  one  of  his  riding-horses  to  be  brought,  and 
entered  the  field  unarmed ;  that  amongst  an  infinite 
number  of  darts  that  flew  about  on  all  sides,  one  of  iron 
lighted  on  him,  and  though  not  with  the  point,  yet  by  a 
glance  struck  him  with  such  force  on  his  left  side,  that  it 
tore  his  clothes  and  so  bruised  his  flesh,  that  the  mark 
remained  a  long  time  after.  This  is  what  Posidonius  says 
in  defence  of  Perseus. 

The  Komans  not  being  able  to  make  a  breach  in  the  pha- 
lanx, one  Salius,  a  commander  of  the  Pelignians,  snatched 
the  ensign  of  his  company  and  threw  it  amongst  the 
enemies ;  on  seeing  which,  the  Pelignians  (as  amongst  the 
Italians  it  is  always  thought  the  greatest  breach  of  honor 
to  abandon  a  standard)  rushed  with  great  violence  towards 
the  place,  where  the  conflict  grew  very  fierce,  and  the 
slaughter  terrible  on  both  sides.  For  these  endeavored  to 
cut  the  spears  asunder  with  their  SAvords,  or  to  beat  them 
back  with  their  shields,  or  put  them  by  with  their  hands; 
and,  on  the  other  side,  the  Macedonians  held  their  long 
sarissas  in  both  hands,  and  pierced  those  that  came  in  their 
way  quite  through  their  armor,  no  shield  or  corslet  being 
able  to  resist  the  force  of  that  weapon.  The  Pelignians 
and  Marrucinians  were  thrown  headlong  to  the  ground, 
having  without  consideration,  with  mere  animal  fury, 
rushed  upon  a  certain  death.  Their  first  ranks  being  slain, 
those  that  were  behind  were  forced  to  give  back  ;  it  cannot 
be  said  they  fled,  but  they  retreated  towards  Mount 
Olocrus.  When  ^milius  saw  this,  Posidonius  relates, 
he  rent  his  clothes,  some  of  his  men  being  ready  to  fly, 
and  the  rest  not  willing  to  engage  with  a  phalanx  into 
which  they  could  not  hope  to  make  any  entrance, — a  sort 
of  palisade,  as  it  Avere,  impregnable  and  unapproachable, 
with  its  close  array  of  long  spears  everywhere  meeting  the 
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assailant.  Xevertlieless,  the  unequalness  of  the  ground 
would  not  permit  a  widely  extended  front  to  be  so  exactly 
drawn  up  as  to  have  their  shields  everywhere  joined ;  and 
iErailius  perceived  that  there  were  a  great  many  interstices 
and  breaches  in  the  ^Macedonian  phalanx;  as  it  usually 
happens  in  all  great  armies,  according  to  the  different 
efforts  of  the  combatants,  who  in  one  part  press  for- 
ward with  eagerness,  and  in  another  are  forced  to  fall 
back.  Taking,  therefore,  this  occasion,  with  all  speed  he 
broke  up  his  men  into  their  cohorts,  and  gave  them  order 
to  fall  into  the  intervals  and  openings  of  the  enemy's  body, 
and  not  to  make  one  general  attack  upon  them  all,  but  to 
engage,  as  they  were  divided,  in  several  partial  battles. 
These  commands  JEmilius  gave  to  his  captains,  and  they 
to  their  soldiers ;  and  no  sooner  had  they  entered  the 
spaces  and  separated  their  enemies,  but  they  charged  them, 
some  on  their  sides  where  they  were  naked  and  exposed, 
and  others,  making  a  circuit,  behind ;  and  thus  destroyed 
the  force  of  the  phalanx,  which  consists  in  common  action 
and  close  union.  And  now,  come  to  fight  man  to  man,  or 
in  small  parties,  the  Macedonians  smote  in  vain  upon  firm 
and  long  shields  with  their  little  swords,  whilst  their  slight 
bucklers  were  not  able  to  sustain  the  weight  and  force  ol 
the  Roman  swords,  which  pierced  through  all  their  armor 
to  their  bodies  ;  they  turned,  in  fine,  and  fled. 

The  conflict  was  obstinate.  And  here  IMarcus,  the  son  ot 
Cato,  and  son-in-law  of  ^milius,  whilst  he  showed  all 
possible  courage,  let  fall  his  sword.  Being  a  young  man 
carefully  brought  up  and  disciplined,  and,  sou  of  so  re. 
nowned  a  father,  bound  to  give  proof  of  more  than  ordi- 
nary virtue,  he  thought  his  life  but  a  burden,  should  he  live 
and  permit  his  enemies  to  enjoy  this  spoil.  He  hurried 
hither  and  thither,  and  wherever  he  espied  a  friend  or 
companion,  declared  his  misfortune,  and  begged  their 
assistance ;  a  considerable  number  of  brave  men  being  thus 
collected,  with  one  accord  they  mad^»  thejr  way  through 
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their  fellows  after  their  leader,  and  fell  upon  the  enemy; 
whom  after  a  sharp  conflict,  many  wounds,  and  much 
slaughter,  they  repulsed,  possessed  the  place  that  was  now 
ieserted  and  free,  and  set  themselves  to  search  for  the 
jword,  which  at  last  they  found  covered  with  a  great  heap 
3f  arms  and  dead  bodies.  Overjoyed"  with  this  success, 
they  raised  the  song  of  triumph,  and,  with  more  eagerness 
than  ever,  charged  the  foes  that  yet  remained  firm  and  un- 
broken. In  the  end,  three  thousand  of  the  chosen  men, 
(vho  kept  their  ground  and  fought  valiantly  to  the  last, 
svere  all  cut  in  pieces,  while  the  slaughter  of  such  as  fled 
was  also  very  great.  The  plain  and  the  lower  part  of  the 
hills  were  filled  with  dead  bodies,  and  the  water  of  the 
river  Leucus,  which  the  Romans  did  not  pass  till  the  next 
lay  after  the  battle,  was  then  mingled  with  blood.  For  it 
is  said  there  fell  more  than  twenty-five  thousand  of  the 
enemy ;  of  the  Romans,  as  Posidonius  relates,  a  hundred ; 
as  Nasica,  only  fourscore.  This  battle,  though  so  great, 
was  very  quickly  decided,  it  being  three  in  the  afternoon 
when  they  first  engaged,  and  not  four  when  the  enemy  was 
vanquished;  the  rest  of  the  day  was  spent  in  pursuit  of  the 
fugitives,  whom  they  followed  about  thirteen  or  fourteen 
miles,  so  that  it  was  far  in  the  night  when  tliey  returned. 

All  the  others  were  met  by  their  servants  with  torches,  and 
brought  back  with  joy  and  great  triumph  to  their  tents, 
which  were  set  out  with  lights,  and  decked  with  wreaths 
of  ivy  and  laurel.  But  the  general  himself  was  in  great 
grief.  Of  the  two  sons  that  served  under  him  in  the  war, 
the  youngest  was  missing,  whom  he  held  most  dear,  and 
whese  courage  and  good  qualities  he  perceived  much  to 
excel  those  of  his  brothers.  Bold  and  eager  for  distinction, 
and  still  a  mere  child  in  age,  he  concluded  that  he  had  per- 
ished, whilst  for  want  of  experience  he  had  engaged  him- 
self too  far  amongst  his  enemies.  His  sorrow  and  fears 
became  known  to  the  army ;  the  soldiers,  quitting  their 
suppers,  ran  about  with  lights,  some  to  JEmilius's  tent, 
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some  oul  of  the  trenches,  to  seek  him  aniongst  such  as  wer« 
slain  in  the  first  onset.  There  was  nothing  but  grief  in  the 
camp,  and  the  plain  was  filled  with  the  cries  of  men  calling 
out  for  Scipio;  for,  from  his  very  youth,  he  was  an  object 
of  admiration ;  endowed  above  any  of  his  equals  witli  the 
good  qualities  requisite  either  for  command  or  counsel. 
At  length,  when  it  was  late,  and  they  almost  despaired,  he 
returned  from  the  pursuit  with  only  two  or  three  of  iiis 
companions  all  covered  with  the  fresh  blood  of  his  enemies, 
having  been,  like  some  dog  of  noble  breed,  carried  awav 
by  the  pleasure,  greater  than  he  could  control,  of  his  first 
victory.  This  was  that  Scipio  that  afterwards  destroyed 
Carthage  and  Xumantia,  and  was,  Avithout  dispute,  the  first 
of  the  Romans  in  merit,  and  had  the  greatest  authority 
amongst  them.  Thus  Fortune,  deferring  her  displeasure 
and  jealousy  of  such  great  success  to  some  other  time,  let 
^milius  at  present  enjoy  this  victory,  without  any  detrac 
tion  or  diminution. 

As  for  Perseus,  from  Pydna  he  fled  to  Pella  with  his 
cavalry,  which  was  as  yet  almost  entire.  But  when  tlie 
foot  came  up  with  them,  and,  upbraiding  them  as  cowards 
and  traitors,  tried  to  pull  them  off  their  horses,  and  fell  to 
blows,  Perseus,  fearing  the  tumult,  forsook  the  common 
road,  and,  lest  he  should  be  known,  pulled  off  his  purple, 
and  carried  it  before  him,  and  took  his  crown  in  his  hand 
and,  that  he  might  the  better  converse  with  his  friends, 
alighted  from  his  horse  and  led  him.  Of  those  that  were 
about  him,  one  stopped,  pretending  to  tie  his  shoe  that  was 
loose,  another  to  water  his  horse,  a  third  to  drink  himself; 
and  thus  lagging  behind,  by  degrees  left  him,  they  having 
notio  much  reason  to  fear  their  enemies  as  his  cruelty;  for 
he,  disordered  by  his  misfortune,  sought  to  clear  himself  by 
laying  the  cause  of  the  overthrow  upon  everybody  else. 
He  arrived  at  Pella  in  the  night,  where  Euctus  and  Eudseus, 
two  of  his  treasurers,  came  to  him,  and,  what  with  their 
reflecting  on  his  former  faults,  and  their  free  and  ill-timed 
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dmonitions  and  counsels,  so  exasperatea  him,  that  he 
illed  them  both,  stabbing  them  with  his  own  dagger. 
Ifter  this,  nobody  stuck  to  him  but  Evander  the  Cretan, 
irchedemus  the  ^tolian,  and  Xeon  the  BcBotian.    Of  the 
ommon  soldiers  there  followed  him  only  those  from  Crete, 
ot  out  of  any  good- will,  but  because  they  were  as  constant 
)liis  riches  as  the  bees  to  their  hive.  For  he  carried  a  great 
■easure  with  him,  out  of  which  he  had  suffered  them  to 
ike  cups,  bowls,  and  other  vessels  of  silver  and  gold,  to  the 
ilue  of  fifty  talents.   But  when  he  was  come  to  Amphipolis, 
id  afterwards  to  Galepsus,  and  his  fears  were  a  little  abated, 
3  relapsed  into  his  old  and  constitutional  disease  of  covet- 
isiiess,  and  lamented  to  his  friends  that  he  had,  through 
ladvertency,  allowed  some  gold  plate  which  had  belonged 
I  Alexander  the  Great  to  go  into  the  hands  of  the  Cretans, 
id  besought  those  that  had  it,  with  tears  in  his  eyes,  to 
:change  with  him  again  for  money.    Those  that  under- 
ood  him  thoroughly  knew  very  well  that  he  only  played 
e  Cretan  with  the  Cretans,  but  those  that  believed  him, 
id  restored  what  they  had,  were  cheated ;  as  he  not  only 
d  not  pay  the  money,  but  by  craft  got  thirty  talents  more 
his  friends  into  his  hands  (which  in  a  short  time  after 
1  to  the  enemy),  and  with  them  sailed  to  Samothrace, 
d  there  fled  to  the  temple  of  Castor  and  Pollux  for 
Euge. 

The  Macedonians  were  always  accounted  great  lovers  of 
sir  kings,  but  now,  as  if  their  chief  prop  was  broken,  they 
gave  way  together,  and  submitted  to  ^milius,  and  in 

0  days  made  him  master  of  their  whole  country.  This 
;ms  to  confirm  the  opinion  which  ascribes  whatever  he 

1  to  good  fortune.  The  omen,  also,  that  happened  at 
aphipolis  has  a  supernatural  character.  When  he  was 
iriflcing  there,  and  the  holy  rites  were  just  begun,  on  a 
Iden,  lightning  fell  upon  the  altar,  set  the  wood  on  5re, 
1  completed  the  immolation  of  the  sacrifice.  The  most 
ual  manifestation,  however,  of  preternatural  agency 


120 


PLUTARCWS  LIVES. 


appears  in  tlie  story  of  the  rumor  of  his  success.  For  fl 
the  fourth  day  after  Perseus  was  vanquished  at  Pydna 
whilst  tlie  people  at  Rome  were  seeing  the  horse- races,  a  re 
port  suddenly  rose  at  the  entrance  of  the  theatre  that^Emil 
ius  had  defeated  Perseus  in  a  great  battle,  and  was  reduc 
ing  all  Macedonia  under  his  power;  and  from  thence  i 
spread  amongst  the  people,  and  created  general  joy,  witi 
shoutings  and  acclamations  for  that  whole  day  through  tlu 
city.  But  when  no  certain  author  was  found  of  the  news,  an^ 
every  one  alike  had  taken  it  at  random,  it  was  abandonee 
for  the  present  and  thought  no  more  of,  until,  a  few  dayi 
after,  certain  intelligence  came,  and  then  the  first  was  looketi 
upon  as  no  less  than  a  miracle,  having,  under  an  appearand 
of  fiction,  contained  what  was  real  and  true.  It  is  reported, 
also,  that  the  news  of  the  battle  fought  in  Italy,  near  thl 
river  Sagra,  was  conveyed  into  Peloponnesus  the  same  day, 
and  of  that  at  Mycale  against  the  Medes,  to  Platsea.  When 
the  Romans  had  defeated  the  Tarquins,  who  were  com- 
bined  with  the  Latins,  a  little  after,  there  were  seen  a( 
Rome  two  tall  and  comely  men,  who  professed  to  bring  the 
news  from  the  camp.  They  were  conjectured  to  be  (Mat 
and  Pollux.  The  first  man  that  spoke  to  them  in  the  forumi 
near  the  fountain  where  they  were  cooling  their  horses, 
which  were  all  of  a  foam,  expressed  surprise  at  the  report 
of  the  victory,  when,  it  is  said,  they  smiled,  and  gentlj 
touched  his  beard  with  their  hands,  the  hair  of  whid 
from  being  black  was,  on  the  spot,  changed  to  yellow 
This  gave  credit  to  what  they  said,  and  fixed  the  name  o 
Ahenobarbus,  or  Brazen-beard,  on  the  man.  And  a  thinj 
which  happened  in  our  own  time  will  make  all  tliesf 
credible.  For  when  Antonius  rebelled  against  Doniitian 
and  Rome  was  in  consternation,  expecting  great  wars  fron 
the  quart  er  of  Germany,  all  on  a  sudden,  and  nobody  know 
upon  what  account,  the  people  spontaneously  gave  out  f 
rumor  of  victory,  and  the  news  ran  current  through  tli( 
city,  that  Antonius  himsulf  was  slain,  his  whole  armyde 
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Btroyed,  and  not  so  much  as  a  part  of  it  escaped ,  nay,  this 
belief  was  so  strong  and  positive,  that  many  of  the  magis- 
trates offered  up  sacrifice.  But  when,  at  length,  the  author 
was  sought  for,  and  none  was  to  be  found,  it  vanished  by 
degrees,  every  one  shifting  it  off  from  himself  to  another, 
and,  at  last,  was  lost  in  the  numberless  crowd,  as  in  a  vast 
ocean,  and,  having  no  solid  ground  to  support  its  credit, 
was  in  a  short  time  not  so  much  as  named  in  the  city. 
Nevertheless,  when  Domitian  marched  out  with  his 
forces  to  the  war,  he  met  with  messengers  and  letters  that 
gave  him  a  relation  of  the  victory;  and  the  rumor,  it  was 
found,  had  come  the  very  day  it  was  gained,  though  the 
distance  between  the  places  was  more  than  twenty-five 
hundred  miles.  The  truth  of  this  no  man  of  our  time  is 
ignorant  of. 

But  to  proceed.  Cnaeus  Octavius,  who  was  joined  in  com- 
mand with  .iEmilius,  came  to  an  anchor  with  his  fleet  under 
Samothrace,  where,  out  of  respect  to  the  gods,  he  permitted 
Perseus  to  enjoy  the  benefit  of  refuge,  but  took  care  that  he 
shouldnot  escape  by  sea.  Xotwithstanding,  Perseus  secretly 
persuaded  Oroandes  of  Crete,  master  of  a  small  vessel,  to 
convey  him  and  his  treasure  away.  He,  however,  playing  the 
true  Cretan,  took  in  the  treasure,  and  bade  him  come,  in  the 
night,  with  his  children  and  most  necessary  attendants,  to  tlie 
port  by  the  temple  of  Ceres ;  but,  as  soon  as  it  was  evening, 
set  sail  without  him.  It  had  been  sad  enough  for  Perseus  to 
be  forced  to  let  down  himself,  his  wife,  and  children  through 
a  narrow  window  by  a  wall, — people  altogether  unaccus- 
tomed to  hardship  and  flying;  but  that  which  drew  a  far 
sadder  sigh  from  his  heart  was,  when  he  was  told  by  a  man, 
as  he  wandered  on  the  shore,  that  he  had  seen  Oroandes 
under  sail  in  the  main  sea ;  it  being  now  about  day- 
break. So,  there  being  no  hopes  left  of  escaping,  he  fled 
back  again  to  the  wall,  which  he  and  his  wife  recovered, 
though  they  were  seen  by  the  Romans,  before  they  could 
ceach  them.   His  children  he  himself  had  delivered  into 
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the  hands  ol  Ion,  one  that  had  been  his  favorite,  bat 
now  proved  his  betrayer,  and  was  the  chief  cause  that 
forced  him  (beasts  themselves  will  do  so  when  their 
young  ones  are  taken)  to  come  and  yield  himself  up  to 
those  that  had  them  in  their  power.  His  greatest  confi- 
dence was  in  Nasica,  and  it  was  for  him  he  called,  but  he  not 
being  there,  he  bewailed  his  misfortune,  and,  seeing  there 
was  no  possible  remedy,  surrendered  himself  to  Octaviiis. 
And  here,  in  particular,  he  made  it  manifest  that  he  was 
possessed  with  a  vice  more  sordid  than  covetousness  itself, 
namely,  the  fondness  of  life ;  by  which  he  deprived  himself 
even  of  pity,  the  only  thing  that  fortune  never  takes  away 
from  the  most  wretched.  He  desired  to  be  brought  to  .Einil- 
ius,  who  arose  from  his  seat,  and,  accompanied  with  his 
friends,  went  to  receive  him,  Avith  tears  in  his  eyes,  as  a  great 
man  fallen  by  the  anger  of  the  gods  and  his  own  ill-fortune; 
when  Perseus — the  most  shameful  of  sights — threw  himself 
at  his  feet,  embraced  his  knees,  and  uttered  unmanly  cries 
and  petitions,  such  as  ^railius  was  not  able  to  bear,  nor 
would  vouchsafe  to  hear:  but  looking  on  him  with  a  sad  and 
angry  countenance  he  said,  "  Why,  unhappy  man,  do  you 
thus  take  pains  to  exonerate  fortune  of  your  heaviest 
charge  against  her,  by  conduct  that  will  make  it  seem  that 
you  are  not  unjustly  in  calamity,  and  that  it  is  not  your 
present  condition,  but  your  former  happiness,  that  was 
more  than  your  deserts  ?  And  why  depreciate  also  my 
victory,  and  make  my  conquests  insignificant,  by  proving 
yourself  a  coward,  and  a  foe  beneath  a  Roman  ?  Distressed 
valor  challenges  great  respect,  even  from  enemies;  but 
cowardice,  though  never  so  successful,  from  the  Romans 
has  always  met  with  scorn."  Yet  for  all  this  he  took  him 
up,  gave  him  his  hand,  and  delivered  him  into  the  custody 
of  Tubero.  Meantime,  he  himself  carried  his  sons,  his 
sons-in-law,  and  others  of  cliief  rank,  especially  of  the 
younger  sort,  back  with  him  into  bis  tent,  where  for  a  long 
time  he  sat  down  without  speaking  on^  word,  insomucij 
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that  they  all  wondered  at  him.  At  last,  he  began  to  dis- 
course of  fortune  and  human  affairs.  "  Is  it  meet,"  said  he, 
•'for  him  that  knows  he  is  but  man,  in  liis  greatest  prosper- 
ity to  pride  himself,  and  be  exalted  at  the  conquest  of  a  city, 
nation,  or  kingdom,  and  not  rather  well  to  weigh  this  change 
of  fortune,  in  which  all  warriors  may  see  an  example  of  their 
common  frailty,  and  learn  a  lesson  that  there  is  nothing  dura- 
ble or  constant  ?  For  what  time  can  men  select  to  think 
ibemselves  secure,  when  that  of  victory  itself  forces  us 
more  than  any  to  dread  our  own  fortune  ?  and  a  very  little 
consideration  on  the  law  of  things,  and  how  all  are  hurried, 
round,  and  each  man's  station  changed,  will  introduce  sad- 
ness in  the  midst  of  the  greatest  joy.  Or  can  you,  when 
you  see  before  your  eyes  the  succession  of  Alexander  him- 
self,  who  arrived  at  the  height  of  power  and  ruled  the 
greatest  empire,  in  the  short  space  of  an  hour  trodden 
under  foot, — when  you  behold  a  king,  that  was  but  even 
now  surrounded  with  so  numerous  an  array,  receiving 
nourishment  to  support  his  life  from  the  hands  of  his  con- 
querors,— can  you,  I  say,  believe  there  is  any  certainty  in 
what  we  now  possess,  whilst  there  is  such  a  thing  as 
chance?  No,  young  men,  cast  off  that  vain  pride  and 
empty  boast  of  victory ;  sit  down  with  humility,  looking 
always  for  what  is  yet  to  come,  and  the  possible  future 
reverses  which  the  divine  displeasure  may  eventually  make 
the  end  of  our  present  happiness."  It  is  said  that  ^milius, 
having  spoken  much  more  to  the  same  purpose,  dismissed 
the  young  men  properly  humbled,  and  with  their  vain- 
glory and  insolence  thoroughly  chastened  and  curbed  by 
his  address. 

When  this  was  done,  he  put  his  army  into  garrisons,  to 
refresh  themselves,  and  went  himself  to  visit  Greece,  and 
to  spend  a  short  time  in  relaxations  equally  honorable  and 
humane.  For  as  he  passed,  he  eased  the  people's  grievances, 
reformed  their  governments,  and  bestowed  gifts  upon  them ; 
to  some,  corn, — to  others,  oil  out  of  the  king's  storehouses, 
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in  which,  they  l  oixn  t,  there  were  such  VList  quantities  iaSi 
up,  that  receivers  uiid  petitioners  were  lacking  before  they 
oould  be  exhausted.    In  Delphi  he  found  a  great  squiiro 
pillar  of  white  marble,  designed  for  the  pedestal  of  king 
Perseus's  golden  statue,  on  which  he  commanded  his  own  to 
be  placed,  alleghig  that  it  was  but  just  that  the  conquered 
should  give  place  to  the  conquerors.    In  Olyrapia  he  is 
said  to  have  uttered  the  saying  everybody  has  heard,  that 
Pliidias  had  carved  Homer's  JujXter.    When  the  ten  com 
niissioners  arrived  from  Rome,  he  delivered  up  again  to 
the  Macedonians  their  cities  and  country,  granting  them 
to  live  at  liberty,  and  according  to  their  own  laws,  only 
paying  the  Romans  the  tribute  of  a  hundred  talents,  doubla 
which  sum  they  had  been  wont  to  pay  to  their  kings. 
Then  he  celebrated  all  manner  of  shows  and  games,  and 
sacrifices  to  the  gods,  and  made  great  entertainments  and 
feasts ;  the  charge  of  all  which  he  liberally  defrayed  out  of 
the  king's  treasury ;  and  showed  that  he  understood  the 
ordering  and  placing  of  his  guests,  and  how  every  man 
should  be  received,  answerably  to  their  rank  and  quality, 
with  such  nice  exactness,  that  the  Greeks  were  full  of 
wonder,  finding  the  care  of  these  matters  of  pleasure  did 
not  escape  him,  and  that  though  involved  in  such  impor- 
tant business,  he  could  observe  correctness  in  these  trifles. 
Nor  was  it  least  gratifying  to  him,  that,  amidst  all  the 
magnificent  and  splendid  preparations,  he  himself  was 
always  the  most  grateful  sight,  and  greatest  pleasure  to 
those  he  entertained.   And  he  told  those  that  seemed  to 
Avonder  at  his  diligence,  that  there  Avas  the  same  spirit 
shown  in  marshalling  a  banquet  as  an  army ;  in  rendering 
the  one  formidable  to  the  enemy,  the  other  acceptable  to 
the  guests.    Kor  did  men  less  praise  his  liberality,  and  tlie 
greatness  of  his  soul,  than  his  other  virtues;  for  he  would 
not  so  much  as  see  those  great  quantities  of  silver  and  gold, 
which  were  heaped  togetlu  r  out  of  the  king's  palaces,  buf 
delivered  them  to  the  cimestors,  to  be  put  into  the  public 
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treasury.  He  only  permitted  his  own  sons,  who  were  great 
lovers  of  learning,  to  take  the  king's  books  ;  and  when  he 
distributed  rewards  due  to  extiaordinary  valor,  he  gave  his 
son-in-law,  Julius  Tubero,  a  bowl  that  weighed  five  pounds. 
This  is  that  Tubero  we  have  already  mentioned,  who  was  one 
of  sixteen  relations  that  lived  tofijether,  and  were  all  main 
tained  out  of  one  little  farm ,  and  it  is  said  that  this  was 
the  first  plate  that  ever  entered  the  house  of  the  ^lii, 
brought  thither  as  an  honor  and  reward  of  virtue ;  before 
this  time,  neither  they  nor  their  wives  ever  made  use 
either  of  silver  or  gold. 

Having  thus  settled  everything  well,  taking  his  leave  of 
the  Greeks,  and  exhorting  the  ]Macedonians,  that,  mindful 
of  the  liberty  they  had  received  from  the  Romans,  they 
should  endeavor  to  maintain  it  by  their  obedience  to  the 
laws,  and  concord  amongst  themselves,  he  departed  for 
Epirus,  having  orders  from  the  senate  to  give  the  soldiers 
that  followed  him  in  the  war  against  Perseus  the  pillage  of 
the  cities  of  that  country.  That  he  might  set  upon  them 
all  at  once  by  surprise  and  unawares,  he  summoned  ten  of 
the  principal  men  out  of  each,  whom  he  commanded,  on 
such  an  appointed  day,  to  bring  all  the  gold  and  silver  they 
had  either  in  their  private  houses  or  temples ;  and,  with 
every  one  of  these,  as  if  it  were  for  this  very  purpose,  and 
under  a  pretence  of  searching  for  and  receiving  the  gold, 
he  sent  a  centurion  and  a  guard  of  soldiers  ;  who,  the  set 
day  being  come,  rose  all  at  once,  and  at  the  very  self-same 
time  fell  upon  them,  and  proceeded  to  ransack  the  cities ; 
so  that  in  one  hour  a  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  persons 
were  made  slaves,  and  threescore  and  ten  cities  sacked, 
y^et  what  was  given  to  each  soldier,  out  of  so  vast  a  de- 
struction and  utter  ruin,  amounted  to  no  more  than  eleven 
drachmas  ;  so  that  men  could  only  shudder  at  the  issue  of  a 
war,  where  the  wealth  of  a  whole  nation  thus  divided,  turned 
to  so  little  advantage  and  profit  to  each  particular  man. 

^Vhen  ^milius  had  done  this, — an  action  perfectly  con- 
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travy  to  his  gentle  and  mild  natui  e,— ho  went  down  to  Oricus, 
where  ho  eiuharked  liis  army  for  Italy  He  sailed  up  the 
rivor  Tilier  in  ihe  king's  galley,  that  luid  sixteen  banks  of 
oars,  and  was  richly  adorned  w  ith  captured  arms  and  with 
cloths  of  i)urple  ajid  scarlet;  so  that,  the  vessel  rowing 
slowly  against  the  stream,  the  liomiais  that  crowded  on  the 
snore  to  meet  him  had  a  foretaste  of  his  following  triumpp. 
But  the  soldiers,  who  had  cast  a  covetous  eye;  on  tlie 
treasures  of  Perseus,  when  tliey  did  not  obtain  as  nuich  as 
they  thought  they  deserved,  were  secretly  enraged  and 
angry  with  ^milius  for  this,  but  openly  complained  that 
he  had  been  a  severe  and  tyrannical  commander  over  them ; 
nor  were  they  ready  to  show  their  desire  of  his  triumph. 
When  Servius  Galba,  who  was  ^milius's  enemy,  though 
he  commanded  as  tribune  under  him,  understood  this,  he 
had  the  boldness  plainly  to  affirm  that  a  triumph  was  not 
to  be  allowed  him ;  and  sowed  various  calumnies  amongst 
the  soldiers,  which  yet  further  increased  tlieir  ill-will.  Nay 
more,  he  desired  the  tribunes  of  the  people,  because  the  four 
hours  that  were  remaining  of  the  day  could  not  suffice  for 
the  accusation,  to  let  him  put  it  off  till  another.  But  when 
the  tribunes  commanded  him  to  speak  then,  if  he  bad  any- 
thing to  say,  he  began  a  long  oration,  filled  with  all  man- 
ner of  reproaches,  in  which  he  spent  the  remaining  part  of 
the  time,  and  the  tribunes,  when  it  was  dark,  dismissed  the 
assembly.  The  soldiers  growing  more  vehement  on  this, 
thronged  all  to  Galba,  and  entering  into  a  conspiracy,  early 
in  the  morning  beset  the  capitol,  where  the  tribunes  had 
appointed  the  following  assembly  to  be  held. 

As  soon  as  it  was  day,  it  was  put  to  the  vote,  and  the  first 
tribe  was  proceeding  to  refuse  the  triumph ;  and  the  news 
spread  amongst  the  people  and  to  the  senate.  The  people 
were  indeed  much  grieved  that  yEmilius  should  meet  with 
such  ignominy ;  but  this  was  only  in  words,  which  had  no 
effect.  The  chief  of  the  senate  exclaimed  against  it  as  a  basa 
actic«i,  and  excited  one  another  to  repress  the  boldness  and 
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Insolence  of  the  soldiers,  wliich  would  ere  long  become 
altogether  ungovernable  and  violent,  were  they  now  per- 
mitted to  deprive  ^milius  of  his  triumph.  Forcing  a  pas- 
sage through  the  crowd,  they  came  up  in  great  numbers, 
and  desired  the  tribunes  to  defer  polling,  till  they  had 
spoken  what  they  had  to  say  to  the  people.  All  things  thus 
suspended,  and  silence  being  made,  Marcus  Servilius  stood 
up,  a  man  of  consular  dignity,  and  who  had  killed  twenty- 
three  of  his  enemies  that  had  challenged  him  in  single 
combat.  "  It  is  now  more  than  ever,"  said  he,  "  clear  to 
my  mind  how  great  a  commander  our  ^milius  Paulus  is, 
when  I  see  he  was  able  to  perform  such  famous  and  great 
exploits  with  an  army  so  full  of  sedition  and  baseness ;  nor 
can  I  sufficiently  wonder,  that  a  people  that  seemed  to  glory 
in  the  triumphs  over  Illyrians  and  Ligurians,  should  now 
through  envy  refuse  to  see  the  Macedonian  king  led  alive, 
and  all  the  glory  of  Philip  and  Alexander,  in  captivity  to 
the  Roman  power.  For  is  it  not  a  strange  thing  for  you, 
who  upon  a  slight  rumor  of  victory  that  came  by  chance 
into  the  city,  did  offer  sacrifices  and  put  up  your  requests 
unto  the  gods  that  you  might  see  the  report  verified,  now, 
when  the  general  is  returned  with  an  undoubted  conquest, 
to  defraud  the  gods  of  honor,  and  yourselves  of  joy,  as  if  you 
feared  to  behold  the  greatness  of  his  warlike  deed,  or  were 
resolved  to  spare  your  enemy  ?  And  of  the  two,  much  better 
were  it  to  put  a  stop  to  the  triumph,  out  of  pity  to  him, 
than  out  of  envy  to  your  general ;  yet  to  such  a  height  of 
power  is  malice  arrived  amongst  you,  that  a  man  without 
one  scar  to  show  on  his  skin,  that  is  smooth  and  sleek  with 
ease  and  home-keeping  habits,  will  undertake  to  define  the 
ofiQce  and  duties  of  a  general  before  us,  who  with  our  own 
wounds  have  been  taught  how  to  judge  of  the  valor  or  the 
cowardice  of  commanders."  And,  at  the  same  time,  putting 
aside  his  garment,  he  showed  an  infinite  number  of  scars 
upon  his  breast,  and,  turning  about,  he  exposed  some  parts 
Df  hia  person  which  it  is  usual  to  conceal ;  and,  addressing 
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Galba,  said :  "  You  deride  me  for  these,  in  which  I  glorj 
before  my  fellow-citizens,  for  it  is  in  their  service,  in  which 
I  have  ridden  night  and  day,  that  I  received  them ;  but  ga 
collect  the  votes,  whilst  I  follow  after,  and  note  the  base 
and  ungrateful,  and  such  as  choose  rather  to  be  flattered 
and  courted  than  commanded  by  their  general."  It  is  said 
this  speech  so  stopped  the  soldiers'  mouths,  and  altered 
their  minds,  that  all  the  tribes  decreed  a  triumph  foi 
J^miUus ;  which  was  performed  after  this  manner. 

The  people  erected  scaffolds  in  the  forum,  in  the  cir 
cuses,  as  they  call  their  buildings  for  horse-races,  and  in  all 
other  parts  of  the  city  where  they  could  best  behold  tiie 
show.  The  spectators  were  clad  in  white  garments ;  all 
the  temples  were  open,  and  full  of  garlands  and  perfumes; 
the  ways  were  cleared  and  kept  open  by  numerous  officers, 
who  drove  back  all  who  crowded  into  or  ran  across  the  main 
avenue.  This  triumph  lasted  three  days.  On  tlie  flret, 
which  was  scarcely  long  enough  for  the  sight,  were  to  ba 
seen  the  statues,  pictures,  and  colossal  images  which  were 
taken  from  the  enemy,  drawn  upon  two  hundred  and  fifty 
chariots.  On  the  second  was  carried  in  a  great  many 
wagons  the  finest  and  richest  armor  of  the  Macedoniana, 
both  of  brass  and  steel,  all  newly  polished  and  glittering; 
the  pieces  of  which  were  piled  up  and  arranged  purposely 
with  the  greatest  art,  so  as  to  seem  to  be  tumbled  in  heaps 
carelessly  and  by  chance:  helmets  were  thrown  upon 
Bhields,  coats  of  mail  upon  greaves ;  Cretan  targets,  and 
Thracian  bucklers  and  quivers  of  arrows,  lay  huddled 
amongst  horses'  bits,  and  through  these  there  appeared 
the  points  of  naked  swords,  intermixed  with  long  Macedo. 
nian  sarissas.  AH  these  arms  were  fastened  together  with 
just  so  much  looseness  that  they  struck  against  one  another 
as  they  weie  drawn  along,  and  made  a  harsh  and  alarming 
noise,  so  that,  even  as  spoils  of  a  conquered  enemy, 
they  could  not  be  beheld  without  dread.  After  thesa 
wagons  loaded  witli  armor  there  followed  three  thousand 
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men  who  carried  the  silver  that  was  coined,  in  seven  hun- 
dred and  fifty  vessels,  each  of  which  weighed  three  talents, 
aad  was  carried  by  four  men.  Others  brought  silver  bowls 
and  goblets  and  cups,  all  disposed  in  such  order  as  to  make 
the  best  show,  ?,nd  all  curious  as  well  for  their  size  as  the 
solidity  of  their  embossed  work. 

On  the  third  day,  early  in  the  morning,  first  came  the  trum- 
peters,  who  did  not  sound  as  they  were  wont  in  a  proces- 
sion or  solemn  entry,  but  such  a  charge  as  the  Romans  use 
when  they  encourage  the  soldiers  to  fight.  Next  followed 
young  men  wearing  frocks  with  ornamented  borders,  who 
led  to  the  sacrifice  a  hundred  and  twenty  stalled  oxen,  witli 
their  horns  gilded,  and  their  heads  adorned  with  ribbons 
and  garlands ;  and  with  these  were  boys  that  carried  basins 
for  libation,  of  silver  and  gold.  After  this  was  brought  the 
jold  coin,  which  was  divided  into  vessels  that  weighed 
ihree  talents,  like  those  that  contained  the  silver  ;  they  were 
in  number  seventy-seven.  These  were  followed  by  those 
that  brought  the  consecrated  bowl  which  ^milius  had 
.3aused  to  be  made,  that  weighed  ten  talents,  and  was  set 
ffith  precious  stones.  Then  were  exposed  to  view  the  cups 
)f  Antigonus  and  Seleucuse,  and  those  of  the  Thericlean 
Tiake,  and  all  the  gold  plate  that  was  used  at  Perseus's 
-able.  Next  to  these  came  Perseus'  chariot,  in  which  his 
irmor  was  placed,  and  on  that  his  diadem.  And,  after  a 
ittle  intermission,  the  king's  children  were  led  captives,  and 
N\\h.  them  a  train  of  their  attendants,  masters,  and  teachers, 

ill  shedding  tears,  and  stretching  out  hands  to  the  specta- 
,'Ors,  and  making  the  children  themselves  also  beg  and 

intreat  their  compassion.  There  were  two  sons  and  a 
slaughter,  whose  tender  age  made  them  but  little  sensible  of 
,;he  greatness  of  their  misery,  which  very  insensibility  of 
,  jheir  condition  rendered  it  the  more  deplorable ;  insomuch 
i'Aiat  Perseus  himself  was  scarcely  regarded  as  he  went 
Siilong,  whilst  pity  fixed  the  eyes  of  the  Romans  upon  the 

iifants;  and  many  of  them  could  not  forbear  tears,  and  all 
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beheld  the  sight  with  a  mixture  of  sorrow  and  pleasure,  untfl 
the  children  were  passed. 

After  his  children  and  tlieir  attendants  came  Perseui 
himself,  clad  all  in  black,  and  wearing  the  boots  of  his 
country,  and  looking  like  one  altogether  stunned  and 
deprived  of  reason,  through  the  greatness  of  his  misfort- 
unes. Next  followed  a  great  company  of  his  friends  and 
familiars,  whose  countenances  were  disfigured  with  grief, 
and  who  let  the  spectators  see,  by  their  tears  and  their 
continual  looking  upon  Perseus,  that  it  was  his  fortune 
they  so  much  lamented,  and  that  they  were  regardless  of 
their  own.  Perseus  sent  to  -^milius  to  entreat  that  he 
might  not  be  led  in  pomp,  but  be  left  out  of  the  triumph ; 
who,  deriding,  as  was  but  just,  his  cowardice  and  fondness 
of  life,  sent  him  this  answer,  that  as  for  that,  it  had  been 
before,  and  was  now,  in  his  own  power;  giving  him  to 
understand  that  the  disgrace  could  be  avoided  by  death; 
which  the  faint-hearted  man  not  having  the  spirit  for,  and 
made  effeminate  by  1  know  not  what  hopes,  allowed  him- 
self to  appear  as  a  part  of  his  own  spoils.  After  these 
were  carried  four  hundred  crowns,  all  made  of  gold,  sent 
from  the  cities  by  their  respective  deputations  to  Emilias, 
in  honor  of  his  victory.  Then  he  hinaself  came,  seated  on 
a  chariot  magnificently  adorned  (a  man  well  worthy  to  be 
looked  at,  even  without  these  ensigns  of  power),  dressed 
in  a  robe  of  purple,  interwoven  with  gold,  and  holding  a 
laurel  branch  in  his  right  hand.  All  the  army,  in  like 
manner,  with  boughs  of  laurel  in  their  hands,  divided  into 
their  bands  and  companies,  followed  the  chariot  of  their 
commander ;  some  singing  verses,  according  to  the  usual 
custom,  mingled  with  raillery;  others,  songs  of  triumph, 
and  the  praise  of  ^niilius's  deeds;  who^  indeed,  was 
admired  and  accounted  happy  by  all  men,  and  unenvied 
by  every  one  that  was  good  ;  except  so  far  as  it  seems  the 
provmce  ot  some  god  to  lessen  that  happiness  which  is  too 
great  wd  luordmate,  and  so  to  mingle  the  affairs  ot  hman 
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iife  that  no  one  should  be  entirely  free  and  exempt  from 
calamities ;  but,  as  we  read  in  Homer,  that  those  should 
think  themselves  truly  blessed  to  whom  fortune  has  given 
an  equal  share  of  good  and  evil. 

iEmilius  had  four  sons,  of  whom  Scipio  and  Fabius,  as 
is  already  related,  were  adopted  into  other  families ;  the 
jther  two,  whom  he  had  by  a  second  wife,  and  who  Avere 
fet  but  young,  he  brought  up  in  his  own  house.  One  of 
hese  died  at  fourteen  years  of  age,  five  days  before  his 
'ather's  triumph,  the  other  at  twelve,  three  days  after ;  so 
,hat  there  was  no  Roman  without  a  deep  sense  of  his 
;ufEering,  and  who  did  not  shudder  at  the  cruelty  of  fort- 
ine,  that  had  not  scrupled  to  bring  so  much  sorrow  into 
.  house  replenished  with  happiness,  rejoicing,  and  sacrifices, 
nd  to  intermingle  tears  and  laments  with  songs  of  victory 
,nd  triumph. 

iEmilius,  however,  reasoning  justly  that  courage  and 
esolution  was  not  merely  to  resist  armor  and  spears,  but 
11  the  shocks  of  ill-fortune,  so  met  and  so  adapted  himself 
0  these  mingled  and  contrasting  circumstances,  as  to  out- 
alance  the  evil  with  the  good,  and  his  private  concerns 
nth  those  of  the  public ;  and  thus  did  not  allow  anything 
ither  to  take  away  from  the  grandeur,  or  sully  the  dignity 
t  his  victory.  For  as  soon  as  he  had  buried  the  first  of 
is  sons  (as  we  have  already  said),  he  triumphed ;  and  the 
3Cond  dying  almost  as  soon  as  his  triumph  was  over,  he 
athered  together  an  assembly  of  the  people,  and  made  an 
ration  to  them,  not  like  a  man  that  stood  in  need  of  com- 
)rt  from  others,  but  one  that  undertook  to  support  his 
illow-citizens  in  their  grief  for  the  suiferings  he  himself 
nderwent. 

"I,"  he  said,  "who  never  yet  feared  anything  that  waa 
uman,  have,  amongst  such  as  were  divine,  always  had  a 
read  of  Fortune  as  faithless  and  inconstant ;  and,  for  the 
3ry  reason  that  in  this  war  she  had  been  as  a  favorable 
^le  in  all  my  affairs,  I  still  expected  some  change  au<J 
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roflux  of  things.  In  one  day  1  P'-^ssecl  the  Ionian  sea, 
and  reached  Corcyra  from  Drandisium ;  thence  m  flvt 
more  I  sacrificed  at  Delphi,  and  in  other  five  days  came  to 
niy  forces  in  ^klacedonia,  where,  after  I  had  finished  the 
nsual  sacrifices  for  the  purifying  of  the  army,  I  entered  on 
my  duties,  and,  in  the  space  of  fifteen  days,  put  an  honor- 
able period  to  the  war.  Still  retaining  a  jealousy  of  Fort 
une,  even  from  the  smooth  current  of  my  affairs,  and  see 
ing  myself  secure  and  free  from  the  danger  of  any  enmjjj^ 
I  chiefly  dreaded  the  change  of  the  goddess  at  sea,  whilst 
conveying  home  my  victoi-ious  army,  vast  spoils,  and  a  ca])- 
five  king.  Nay,  indeed,  after  I  was  returned  to  you  safe, 
and  saw  the  city  full  of  joy,  congratulating,  and  sacrifices, 
yet  still  I  distrusted,  well  knowing  that  Fortune  never  con- 
ferred any  great  benefits  that  were  unmixed  and  unattended 
with  probabilities  of  reverse.  Nor  could  my  mind,  that  was 
still  as  it  were  in  labor,  and  always  foreseeing  somethinj,' 
to  befall  this  city,  free  itself  from  this  fear,  until  this  great 
misfortune  befell  me  in  my  own  family,  and  till,  in  the 
midst  of  those  days  set  apart  for  triumph,  I  carried  two  of 
the  best  of  sons,  my  only  destined  successors,  one  after 
another  to  their  funerals.  Now,  therefore,  I  am  myself 
safe  from  danger,  at  least  as  to  what  was  my  greatest  care; 
and  I  trust  and  am  verily  persuaded  that  for  the  time  to 
come  Fortune  will  prove  constant  and  harmless  unto  you ; 
since  she  has  sufficiently  wreaked  her  jealousy  at  our  great 
successes  on  me  and  mine,  and  has  made  the  conqueror  as 
mai  ked  an  example  of  human  instability  as  the  captive 
wlioni  lie  led  i)i  triumph,  with  this  only  difference,  that 
Perseus,  though  conquered,  does  yet  enjoy  his  children, 
while  the  conqueror,  .Emilius,  is  deprived  of  his."  This 
was  the  generous  and  magnanimous  oration  ^raihus  \i 
said  to  luive  spoken  to  the  people,  from  a  heart  traiy 
sincere  and  free  from  all  artifice. 

Although  he  xvry  nmch  pitied  the  condition  of  PerseiW 
and  studied  to  befriend  liim  in  what  he  was  able,  yet  in 
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could  procure  no  other  favor,  than  his  removal  from  the 
common  prison,  the  Career,  into  a  more  cleanly  and  hu- 
mane place  of  security,  where,  whilst  he  was  guarded,  it  is 
said,  he  starved  himself  to  death.  Others  state  his  death 
to  be  of  the  strangest  and  most  unusual  character :  thi.t 
the  soldiers  who  were  his  guard,  having  conceived  a  spite 
and  hatred  against  him  for  some  reason,  and  finding  no 
other  way  to  grieve  and  afflict  him,  kept  him  from  sleep, 
took  pains  to  disturb  him  when  he  was  disposed  to  rest, 
and  found  out  contrivances  to  keep  him  continually  awake, 
by  which  means  at  length  he  was  utterly  worn  out,  and 
expired.  Two  of  his  children,  also,  died  soon  after  him ; 
the  third,  who  was  named  Alexander,  they  say  proved  an 
exquisite  artist  in  turning  and  graving  small  figures,  and 
learned  so  perfectly  to  speak  and  write  the  Roman  lan- 
guage, that  he  became  clerk  to  the  magistrates,  and  behaved 
himself  in  his  office  with  great  skill  and  conduct. 

They  ascribed  to  JEmilius's  conquest  of  Macedonia  this 
most  acceptable  benefit  to  the  people,  that  he  brought  so 
vast  a  quantity  of  money  into  the  public  treasury,  that 
ihey  never  paid  any  taxes,  until  Ilirtius  and  Pansa  were 
X)nsuls,  which  was  in  the  first  war  between  Antony  and 
dsesar.  This  also  was  peculiar  and  remarkable  in  yEmilius, 
;hat  though  he  was  extremely  beloved  and  honored  by  the 
people,  yet  he  always  sided  with  the  nobles ;  nor  would  he 
iither  say  or  do  anything  to  ingratiate  himself  with  the 
nultitude,  but  constantly  adhered  to  the  nobilitj^  in  all 
Jolitical  matters,  which  in  aftertimes  was  cast  in  Scipio 
\fricanus's  teeth  by  Ai)pius ;  these  two  being  in  their  time 
.he  moot  considerable  men  in  the  city,  and  standing  in 
iompetition  for  the  office  of  censor.  The  one  had  on  his 
lide  the  nobles  and  the  senate,  to  which  party  the  Appii 
vere  always  attached  ;  the  other,  although  his  own  interest 
ras  great,  yet  made  use  of  the  favor  and  love  of  the 
)eople.  When,  therefore,  Appius  saw  Scipio  come  to  tha 
narket  place,  surrounded  with  men  of  mean  rank,  and  such 
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as  were  but  newly  made  free,  yet  were  very  fit  to  main( 
a  debute,  to  gatlier  together  the  rabble,  and  to  carry  wha 
soever  they  designed  by  importunity  and  noise,  crying  o 
with  a  loud  voice:  "Groan  now,"  said  he,  "0  ^milii 
Paulus,  if  you  have  knowledge  in  your  grave  of  what 
done  above,  that  your  son  aspires  to  be  censor,  by  the  he 
of  J^milius,  the  common  crier,  and  Licinius  Philonicns 
Scipio  always  had  the  good- will  of  the  people,  because  1 
was  constantly  heaping  favors  on  them  ;  but  ^Emilius,  i 
though  he  still  took  part  with  the  nobles,  yet  was  as  mu( 
the  people's  favorite  as  those  who  most  sought  popularil 
and  used  every  art  to  obtain  it.  This  they  made  nianifes 
when,  amongst  other  dignities,  they  thought  him  wortll 
of  the  office  of  censor,  a  trust  accounted  most  sacred  ar 
of  great  authority,  as  well  in  other  things,  as  in  the  strii 
examination  into  men's  lives.  For  the  censors  had  powi 
to  expel  a  senator,  and  enrol  whom  they  judged  most  i 
in  his  room,  and  to  disgrace  such  young  men  as  lived  lica 
tiously,  by  taking  away  their  horses..  Besides  this,  th« 
were  to  value  and  assess  each  man's  estate,  and  register  tt 
number  of  the  people.  There  were  numbered  by  -^miliij 
347,452  men.  He  declared  Marcus  ^milius  Lepidus  fin 
senator,  who  had  already  four  times  held  that  honor,  an 
he  removed  from  their  office  three  of  the  senators  of  tl 
least  note.  The  same  moderation  he  and  his  fellow-censo 
Marcius  Philippus,  used  at  the  muster  of  the  knights. 

Whilst  he  was  thus  busy  about  many  and  weighty  affai 
he  fell  sick  of  a  disease,  which  at  first  seemed  hazardoui 
and  although  after  a  while  it  proved  without  danger,  f 
was  troublesome  and  difficult  to  be  cured ;  so  that  by  tl 
advice  of  his  physicians  he  sailed  to  Velia,  in  south  Ital; 
and  there  dwelt  a  long  time  near  the  sea,  where  he  enjoye 
all  possible  quietness.  The  Romans,  in  the  meanwlill 
onged  for  his  return,  and  oftentimes  by  their  expressio^ 
n  ne  theatres  gave  public  testimony  of  their  great  desi|| 
and  impatience  io  «ee  bin..    When,  therefore,  the  ti.J 


JEMILI VS  PA  UL  Vs. 


135 


di-ew  uigli  that  a  solemn  sacrifice  wag  of  i>,ecessity  to  be 
offered,  and  he  found,  as  he  thought,  his  body  strong 
enough,  he  came  back  again  to  Rome,  and  there  performed 
the  holy  rites  with  the  rest  of  the  priests,  the  people  in  the 
mean  time  crowding  about  him,  and  congratulating  his  re- 
turn. The  next  day  he  sacrificed  again  to  the  gods  for  his 
recovery ;  and,  having  finished  the  sacrifice,  returned  to  his 
house  and  sat  down  to  dinner,  when,  all  on  a  sudden  and 
when  no  change  was  expected,  he  fell  into  a  fit  of  delirium, 
and,  being  quite  deprived  of  his  senses,  the  third  day  after 
ended  a  life  in  which  he  had  wanted  no  manner  of  thing 
which  is  thought  to  conduce  to  happiness.  Nay,  his  very 
funeral  pomp  had  something  in  it  remarkable  and  to  be 
admired,  and  his  virtue  was  graced  with  the  most  solemn 
and  happy  rites  at  his  burial ;  consisting,  not  in  gold  and 
ivory,  or  in  the  usual  sumptuousness  and  splendor  of  such 
preparations,  but  in  the  good-will,  honor,  and  love,  not 
only  of  his  fellow-citizens,  but  of  his  enemies  themselves. 
For  as  many  Spaniards,  Ligurians,  and  Macedonians  as 
happened  to  be  present  at  the  solemnity,  that  were  young 
and  of  vigorous  bodies,  took  up  the  bier  and  carried  it ; 
whilst  the  more  aged  followed,  calling  ^milius  the  bene- 
factor and  preserver  of  their  countries.  For  not  only  at 
the  time  of  his  conquest  had  he  acted  to  all  with  kindness 
and  clemency,  but,  through  the  whole  course  of  his  life,  he 
continued  to  do  them  good  and  look  after  their  concerns, 
as  if  they  had  been  his  familiars  and  relations.  They  re- 
port that  the  whole  of  his  estate  scarce  amounted  to  three 
hundred  and  seventy  thousand  drachmas  ;  to  which  he  left 
his  two  sons  co-heirs  ;  but  Scipio,  who  was  the  youngest, 
being  adopted  into  the  more  wealthy  family  of  Africanus, 
gave  it  all  to  his  brother.  Such  are  said  to  ha^e  beeo  the 
life  and  manners  of  -lEmiliusc 
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COMPARISON  OF  TIMOLEON  WITH 
^MILIUS  PAULUS. 

Such  being  the  story  of  these  two  great  men's  lives, 
without  doubt  in  the  comparison  very  little  difference  will 
be  found  between  them.  They  made  war  with  two  power- 
ful enemies :  the  one  against  the  Macedonians,  and  the 
other  with  the  Carthaginians;  and  the  success  was  in 
both  cases  glorious.  One  conquered  Macedon  from  the 
seventh  succeeding  heir  of  Antigonus ;  the  other  freed 
Sicily  from  usurping  tyrants,  and  restored  the  island  to 
its  former  liberty.  Unless,  indeed,  it  be  made  a  point  of 
-iEmilius's  side,  that  he  engaged  with  Perseus  wlien  his 
forces  were  entire,  and  composed  of  men  that  had  often 
successfully  fought  with  the  Romans ;  whereas,  Timoleon 
found  Dionysius  in  a  despairing  condition,  his  affairs 
being  reduced  to  the  last  extremity:  or,  on  the  con- 
trary, it  be  urged  in  favor  of  Timoleon,  that  he  van- 
quished several  tyrants,  and  a  powerful  Carthaginian  army, 
with  an  inconsiderable  number  of  men  gatliered  together 
from  all  parts,  not  with  such  an  army  as  Jimilius  had,  of 
well  disciplined  soldiers,  experienced  in  war,  and  accus- 
tomed to  obey ;  but  with  such  as  through  the  hopes  of  gain 
restored  to  him,  unskilled  in  fighting  and  ungovernable 
And  when  actions  are  equally  glorious,  and  the  means  to 
compass  them  unequal,  the  greatest  esteem  is  certainly  due 
to  that  general  who  conquers  with  the  smaller  power. 

Both  have  the  reputation  of  having  behaved  themselves 
with  an  uncorrupted  integrity,  in  all  the  affairs  they  man- 
aged ;  but  ^milius  had  the  advantage  of  being,  from  his 
infancy,  by  the  laws  and  customs  of  his  country  brought  up 
to  the  proper  management  of  public  affairs,  which  Timoleon 
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brought  himself  to  by  nis  own  efforts.  And  this  is  plain  ; 
for  at  that  time  all  the  Romans  were  uniformly  oi"clerly 
and  obedient,  respectful  to  the  laws  and  to  their  fellow- 
citizens  :  whereas  it  is  remarkable,  that  not  one  of  the 
Greek  generals  commanding  in  Sicily  could  keep  himself 
uncorrupted,  except  Dion,  and  of  him  many  entertained  a 
jealousy  that  he  would  establish  a  monarchy  there,  after 
the  Lacedaemonian  manner.  Timseus  writes,  that  the  !Syra- 
cusans  sent  even  Gylippus  home  dishonorably,  and  with  a 
reputation  lost  by  the  unsatiable  covetousness  he  displayed 
when  he  commanded  the  army.  And  numerous  historians 
tell  us  of  the  wicked  and  perfidious  acts  committed  by 
Pharax  the  Spartan  and  Callippus  the  Athenian,  with  the 
view  of  making  themselves  kings  of  Sicily.  Yet  what 
were  these  men,  and  what  strength  had  they,  to  entertain 
such  a  thought  ?  The  first  of  them  was  a  follower  of 
Dionysius,  when  he  was  expelled  from  Syracuse,  and  the 
other  a  hired  captain  of  foot  under  Dion,  and  came  into 
Sicily  with  him.  But  Timoleon,  at  the  request  and  prayers 
of  the  Syracusans,  was  sent  to  be  their  general,  and  had 
no  need  to  seek  for  power,  but  had  a  perfect  title,  founded 
on  their  own  offers,  to  hold  it ;  and  yet  no  sooner  had  he 
freed  Sicily  from  her  oppressors,  but  he  willingly  surren- 
dered it. 

It  is  truly  worthy  our  admiration  in  J^milius,  that 
though  he  conquered  so  great  and  so  rich  a  realm  as  that 
of  Macedon,  yet  he  would  not  touch,  nor  see  any  of  the 
money,  nor  did  he  advantage  himself  one  farthing  by  it, 
though  he  was  very  generous  of  his  own  to  others.  I 
would  not  intend  any  reflection  on  Timoleon,  for  accepting 
of  a  house  and  handsome  estate  in  the  country,  which  the 
Syracusans  presented  him  with ;  there  is  no  dishonor  in 
accepting ;  but  yet  there  is  greater  glory  in  a  refusal,  and 
the  supremest  virtue  is  shown  in  not  wanting  what  it 
niight  fairly  take.  And  as  that  body  is,  without  doubt, 
the  most  strong  and  healthful,  which  can  the  easiest  sup- 
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port  extreme  cold  and  excessive  heat  iti  the  change  of  sea- 
sons,  and  that  the  most  firm  and  collected  mind  which  is 
not  puffed  up  with  prosperity,  nor  dejected  with  adversity; 
so  the  virtue  of  ^milius  was  eminently  seen  in  his  coun. 
tenance  and  behavior,  continuing  as  noble  and  lofty  upon 
the  loss  of  two  dear  sons,  as  when  he  achieved  his  greatest 
victories  and  triumphs.  But  Timoleon,  after  he  had  justly 
punished  his  brother,  a  truly  heroic  action,  let  his  reason 
yield  to  a  causeless  sorrow,  and  humiliated  with  grief  and 
remorse,  forbore  for  twenty  years  to  appear  in  any  public 
place,  or  meddle  with  any  affairs  of  the  commonwealth. 
It  is  truly  very  commendable  to  abhor  and  shun  the  doing 
any  base  action ;  but  to  stand  in  fear  of  every  kind  of 
censure  or  disrepute  may  argue  a  gentle  and  open-heartea, 
but  not  an  heroic  temper. 


PELOPIDAS. 

Cato  Major,  hearing  some  commend  one  that  was  rash, 
and  inconsiderately  daring  in  a  battle,  said,  "  There  is  a  dif. 
ference  between  a  man's  prizing  valor  at  a  great  rate,  cand 
valuing  life  at  little  ; "  a  very  just  remark.  Antigonus,  we 
know,  at  least,  had  a  soldier,  a  venturous  fellow,  but  of 
wretched  health  and  constitution  ;  the  reason  of  whose  ill- 
look  he  took  the  trouble  to  inquire  into;  and,  on  under- 
standing from  him  that  it  was  a  disease,  commanded  his 
physicians  to  employ  their  utmost  skill,  and  if  possible  re- 
cover him  ;  which  brave  hero,  when  once  cured,  never  after- 
wards sought  danger  or  showed  himself  venturous  in  battle ; 
and,  when  Antigonus  wondered  and  upbraided  him  with 
his  change,  made  no  secret  of  the  reason,  and  said,  "  Sir, 
you  are  the  cause  of  my  cowardice,  by  freeing  me  from 
those  miseries  which  made  me  care  little  for  life."  With 
the  same  feeling,  the  Sybarite  seems  to  have  said  of  th« 
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Spartans,  that  it  was  no  commendable  thing  in  them  to  be 
so  ready  to  die  in  the  wars,  since  by  that  they  were  freed 
from  such  hard  labor  and  miserable  living.  In  truth,  the 
Sybarites,  a  soft  and  dissolute  people,  might  well  imagine 
they  hated  life,  because  in  their  eager  pursuit  of  virtue  and 
glory,  they  were  not  afraid  to  die ;  but,  in  fact,  the  Lace- 
daemonians found  their  virtue  secured  them  happiness 
alike  in  living  or  in  dying ;  as  we  see  in  the  epitaph  that 
says,— 

They  died,  but  not  as  lavish  of  their  blood, 
Or  thinking  death  itself  was  simply  good ; 
Their  wishes  neither  were  to  live  nor  die, 
But  to  do  both  alike  commendably. 

An  endeavor  to  avoid  death  is  not  blamable,  if  we  do  not 
basely  desire  to  live ;  nor  a  willingness  to  die  good  and 
virtuous,  if  it  proceeds  from  a  contempt  of  life.  And  there- 
fore Homer  always  takes  care  to  bring  his  bravest  and  most 
daring  heroes  well  armed  into  battle ;  and  the  Greek  law- 
givers punished  those  that  threw  away  their  shields,  but 
not  him  that  lost  his  sword  or  spear ;  intimating  that  self- 
defence  is  more  a  man's  business  than  offence.  This  is 
especially  true  of  a  governor  of  a  city,  or  a  general ;  for  if, 
as  Iphicrates  divides  it  out,  the  light-armed  are  the  hands  ; 
the  horse  the  feet ;  the  infantry  the  breast ;  and  the  general 
the  head ;  he,  when  he  puts  himself  upon  danger,  not  only 
TOntures  his  own  person,  but  all  those  whose  safety  depends 
on  his ;  and  so  on  the  contrary.  Callicratidas,  therefore, 
though  otherwise  a  great  man,  was  wrong  in  his  answer  to 
the  augur  who  advised  him,  the  sacrifice  being  unlucky, 
to  be  careful  of  his  life  ;  "  Sparta,"  said  he,  "  will  not  miss 
one  man."  It  was  true,  Callicratidas,  when  simply  serving 
in  any  engagement  either  at  sea  or  land,  was  but  a  single 
person,  but  as  a  general,  he  united  in  his  life  the  lives  of 
all,  and  could  hardly  be  called  one,  when  his  death  involved 
the  ruin  of  so  many.  The  saying  of  old  Antigonus  was 
better,  who,  when  he  was  to  fight  at  Andros,  and  one  told 
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him,  « The  enemy's  ships  are  more  than  ours;"  replied, 
For  how  many  then  wilt  thou  reckon  me  ?  "  intimating 
that  a  brave  and  experienced  commander  is  to  be  highly 
valued,  one  of  the  first  duties  of  whose  oflBce  indeed  it  is  to 
save  him  on  whose  safety  depends  that  of  others.  And 
therefore  I  applaud  Timotheus,  who,  when  Chares  showed 
the  wounds  he  had  received,  and  his  shield  pierced  Ly  a 
dart,  told  him,  "  Yet  how  ashamed  I  was,  at  the  siege  of 
Samos,  when  a  dart  fell  near  me,  for  exposing  myself,  more 
like  a  boy  than  like  a  general  in  command  of  a  large  army," 
Indeed,  where  the  general's  hazarding  himself  will  go  far 
to  decide  the  result,  there  he  must  fight  and  veiitui'e  his 
person,  and  not  mind  their  maxims,  who  would  have  a 
general  die,  if  not  of,  at  least  in  old  age ;  but  when  the  ad- 
vantage will  be  but  small  if  he  gets  the  better,  and  the  loss 
considerable  if  he  falls,  who  then  would  desire,  at  tlie  risk 
of  the  commander's  life,  a  piece  of  success  which  a  common 
soldier  might  obtain  ?  This  I  thought  fit  to  premise  before 
the  lives  of  Pelopidas  and  Marcellus,  who  were  both  great 
men,  but  who  both  fell  by  their  own  rashness.  For,  being 
gallant  men,  and  having  gained  their  respective  countries 
great  glory  and  reputation  by  their  conduct  in  war  against 
terrible  enemies,  the  one,  as  history  relates,  overthrowing 
Hannibal,  who  was  till  then  invincible ;  the  other,  in  a  set 
battle  beating  the  Lacedaemonians,  then  supreme  both  at 
sea  and  land ;  they  ventured  at  last  too  far,  and  were  heed, 
lessly  prodigal  of  their  lives,  when  there  was  the  greatest 
need  of  men  and  commanders  such  as  they.  And  this 
agreement  in  their  characters  and  their  deaths  is  the  reason 
why  I  compare  their  lives. 

Pelopidas,  the  son  of  Hippoclus,  was  descended,  as  like- 
wise Epaminondas  was,  from  an  honorable  family  in  Thebes; 
and,  being  brought  up  to  opulence,  and  having  a  fair  estate 
left  him  whilst  he  was  young,  he  made  it  his  business  to  re- 
lieve the  good  and  deserving  amongst  the  poor,  that  he  might 
show  himself  lord  and  not  slave  of  his  estate.  For  amongst 
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men,  as  Aristotle  observes,  some  are  too  narrow-minded  to 
use  their  wealth,  and  some  are  loose  and  abuse  it ;  and  these 
live  perpetual  slaves  to  their  pleasures,  as  the  others  to 
their  gain.  Others  permitted  themselves  to  be  obliged  by 
Pelopidas,  and  thankfully  made  use  of  his  liberality  and  kind- 
ness ;  but  amongst  all  his  friends,  he  could  never  persuade 
Epaminondas  to  be  a  sharer  in  his  wealth.  He,  however, 
stepped  down  into  his  poverty,  and  took  pleasure  in  the  same 
poor  attire,  spare  diet,  unwearied  endurance  of  hardships, 
and  unshrinking  boldness  in  war  :  like  Capaneus  in  Eurip^ 
Mes,  who  had 

Abunflant  wealth  and  In  that  wealth  no  pride, 

he  was  ashamed  any  one  should  think  that  he  spent  more 
upon  his  person  than  the  meanest  Theban.  Epaminondas 
made  his  familiar  and  hereditary  poverty  more  light  and 
easy,  by  his  philosophy  and  single  life ;  but  I'elopidas  mar- 
ried a  woman  of  good  family,  and  bad  children  ;  yet  still 
thinking  little  of  his  private  interests,  and  devoting  all  his 
time  to  the  public,  he  ruined  his  estate  :  and,when  his  friends 
admonished  and  told  him  how  necessary  that  money  M  hich 
he  neglected  was :  "  Yes,"  he  replied,  "  necessary  to  Nicode- 
mus,"  pointing  to  a  blind  cripple. 

Both  seemed  equally  fitted  by  nature  for  all  sorts  of  ex- 
cellence ;  but  bodily  exercises  chiefly  delighted  Pelopidas, 
learning  Epaminondas ;  and  the  one  spent  his  spare  hours  in 
hunting  and  the  Palaestra,  the  otlier  in  hearing  lectures  of 
philosophizing.  And,  amongst  a  thousand  points  for  praise 
in  both,  the  judicious  esteem  nothing  equal  to  that  constant 
benevolence  and  friendship,  which  tbey  inviolably  preserved 
in  all  their  expeditions,  public  actions,  and  administration  of 
the  commonwealth.  For  if  any  one  looks  on  the  administra- 
tions of  Aristides  and  Themistocles,  of  Cimon  and  Pericles, 
of  Nicias  and  Alcibiades,  what  confusion,  what  envy,  what 
mutual  jealousy  appears  ?  And  if  he  then  casts  his  eye  on 
the  kindness  and  reverence  that  Pelopidas  showed»Epami< 


142 


PLUTARCH'S  LIVES. 


nondas,  he  must  needs  confess,  that  these  are  more  trulj 
and  more  justly  styled  colleagues  in  government  and  com- 
niand  than  the  others,  who  strove  rather  to  overcome  one 
another  than  their  enemies.  The  true  cause  of  this  was  their 
virtue ;  whence  it  came  that  they  did  not  make  their  actions 
aim  at  wealth  and  glory,  an  endeavor  sure  to  lead  to  bitter 
and  contentious  jealousy  ;  but  both  from  the  beginning  being 
inflamed  with  a  divine  desire  of  seeing  their  country  glorious 
by  their  exertions,  they  used  to  that  end  one  another's  excel- 
lences  as  their  own.   Many,  inaeed,  think  this  strict  and 
entire  affection  is  to  be  dated  from  the  battle  at  Mantinea, 
where  they  both  fought,  being  part  of  the  succors  that  were 
sent  from  Thebes  to  the  Lacedaemonians,  their  then  friends 
and  allies.    For,  being  placed  together  amongst  the  in- 
fantry,  and  engaging  the  Arcadians,  when  the  Lacedsemo. 
nian  wing,  in  which  they  fought,  gave  ground,  and  many 
fled,  they  closed  their  shields  together  and  resisted  the  as- 
sailants.   Pelopidas,  having  received  seven  wounds  in  the 
forepart  of  his  body,  fell  upon  an  heap  of  slain  friends  and 
enemies ;  but  Epamhiondas,  though  he  thought  him  past 
recovery,  advanced  to  defend  his  arms  and  body,  and  singly 
fought  a  multitude,  resolving  rather  to  die  than  forsake  his 
helpless  Pelopidas.    And  now,  he  being  much  distressed, 
being  wounded  in  the  breast  by  a  spear,  and  in  the  arm 
by  a  sword,  Agesipolis,  the  king  of  the  Spartans,  came  to 
his  succor  from  the  other  wing,  and  beyond  hope  delivered 
both. 

After  this  the  Lacedsemonians  pretended  to  be  friends  to 
Thebes,  but  in  truth  looked  with  jealous  suspicions  on  the 
designs  and  power  of  the  city,  and  chiefly  hated  the  party 
of  Ismenias  and  Androclides,  in  which  Pelopidas  also  was 
an  associate,  as  tending  to  liberty,  and  the  advancement 
of  the  commonalty.  Therefore  Archias,  Leontidas,  and 
Philip,  all  rich  men,  and  of  oligarchical  principles,  and  ira- 
moderately  ambitious,  urged  Phoebidas  the  Spartan,  as  he 
was  Oft  his  way  past  the  city  with  a  considerable  force,  to 
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surprise  the  Cadmea,  and,  banishing  the  contrary  faction, 
to  establish  an  oligarchy,  and  by  that  means  subject  the 
city  to  the  supremacy  of  the  Spartans.  He,  accepting  the 
proposal,  at  the  festival  of  Ceres  unexpectedly  fell  on  the 
Thebans,  and  made  himself  master  of  the  citadel.  Isme- 
nias  was  taken,  carried  to  Sparta,  and  in  a  short  time  mur- 
dered; but  Pelopidas,  Pherenicus,  Androclides,  and  many 
more  that  fled  were  publicly  proclaimed  outlaws.  Epami- 
nondas  stayed  at  home,  being  not  much  looked  after,  as 
one  whom  philosophy  had  made  inactive,  and  poverty  in- 
capable. 

The  Lacedaemonians  cashiered  Phoebidas,  and  flLued  him 
one  hundred  thousand  drachmas,  yet  still  kept  a  garrison 
in  the  Cadmea  ;  which  made  all  Greece  wonder  at  their  in- 
consistency, since  they  punished  the  doer,  but  approved  the 
deed.  And  though  the  Thebans,  having  lost  their  polity, 
and  being  enslaved  by  Archias  and  Leontidas,  had  no  hopes 
to  get  free  from  this  tyranny,  Avhich  they  saw  guarded  by 
the  whole  military  power  of  the  Spartans,  and  had  no 
means  to  break  the  yoke,  unless  these  could  be  deposed 
from  their  command  of  sea  and  land ;  yet  Leontidas  and 
his  associates,  understanding  the  exiles  lived  at  Athens  in 
favor  with  the  people,  and  with  honor  from  all  the  good 
and  virtuous,  formed  secret  designs  against  their  lives,  and, 
suborning  some  unknown  fellows,  despatched  Androclides, 
but  were  not  successful  on  the  rest.  Letters,  besides,  were 
sent  from  Sparta  to  the  Athenians,  warning  them  neither 
to  receive  nor  countenance  the  exiles  but  expel  them  as 
declared  common  enemies  of  the  confederacy.  But  the 
Athenians,  from  their  natural  hereditary  inclination  to  be 
kind,  and  also  to  make  a  grateful  return  to  the  Thebans, 
who  had  very  much  assisted  them  in  restoring  their  de- 
mocracy, and  had  publicly  enacted,  that  if  any  Athenian 
would  march  armed  through  Boeotia  against  the  tyrants, 
that  no  Boeotian  should  either  see  or  hear  it,  did  the  The« 
bans  no  harm, 
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Pelopidas,  though  one  of  the  youngest,  was  active  in  prl 
Vately  exciting  each  single  exile  ;  and  often  told  them  al 
their  meetings,  that  it  was  both  dishonorable  and  impious 
to  neglect  their  enslaved  and  engarrisoned  country,  and, 
lazily  contented  with  their  own  lives  and  safety,  depend 
on  the  decree  of  the  Athenians,  and  through  fear  fawn  on 
every  smooth-tongued  orator  that  was  able  to  work  upon 
the  people:  no,  they  must  venture  for  this  great  prize, 
taking  Thrasybulus's  bold  courage  for  example,  and  as  he 
advanced  from  Thebes  and  broke  the  power  of  the  Athe- 
nian tyrants,  so  they  should  march  from  Athens  and  free 
Tliebes.    When  by  this  method  he  had  persuaded  them, 
they  privately  despatched  some  persons  to  those  friends 
they  had  left  at  Thebes,  and  acquainted  them  with  theli 
designs.    Their  plans  being  approved,  Charon,  a  man  of  the 
greatest  distinction,  offered  his  house  for  their  reception ; 
Phillidas  contrived  to  get  himself  made  secretary  to 
Archias  and  Philip,  who  then  held  the  office  of  polemarch 
or  chief  captain ;  and  Epaminondas  had  already  inflamed 
the  youth.   For,  in  their  exercises,  he  had  encouraged  them 
to  challenge  and  wrestle  with  the  Spartans,  and  again, 
when  he  saw  them  puffed  up  with  victory  and  success, 
sharply  told  them,  that  it  was  the  greater  shame  to  be  such 
cowards  as  to  serve  those  whom  in  strength  they  so  much 
excelled. 

The  day  for  action  being  fixed,  it  was  agreed  upon  by 
the  exiles,  that  Pherenicus  with  the  rest  should  stay  at  the 
Tlu-iasian  plain,  while  some  few  of  the  younger  men  tried 
the  first  danger,  by  endeavoring  to  get  into  the  city ;  and, 
if  they  were  surprised  by  their  enemies,  the  others  should 
take  care  to  provide  for  their  children  and  parents.  Pelop 
idas  first  offered  to  undertake  the  business ;  then  Melon, 
Damoclides,  and  Tlieopompus,  men  of  noble  families,  who, 
in  other  things  loving  and  faithful  to  one  another,  were 
rivals  constant  only  in  glory  and  courageous  exploits 
They  were  tw  elve  in  all,  and  having  taken  leave  of  thoa^ 
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that  stayed  behind,  and  sent  a  messenger  to  Charon,  the^ 
went  forward,  clad  in  short  coats,  and  carrying  hounds  and 
hunting-poles  with  them,  that  they  might  be  taken  for 
hunters  beating  over  the  fields,  and  prevent  all  suspicion 
ui  those  that  met  them  on  the  way.  When  the  messenger 
came  to  Charon,  and  told  him  they  were  approaching,  he 
did  not  change  his  resolution  at  the  sight  of  danger,  but, 
being  a  man  of  his  word,  offered  them  his  house.  But  one 
Hippos thenid as,  a  man  of  no  ill  principles,  a  lover  of  his 
country,  and  a  friend  to  the  exiles,  but  not  of  as  much  reso- 
lution as  the  shortness  of  time  and  the  character  of  the 
action  required,  being  as  it  were  dizzied  at  the  greatness  of 
the  approaching  enterprise;  and  beginning  now  for  the 
first  time  to  comprehend  that  relying  on  that  weak  assist- 
ance which  could  be  expected  from  the  exiles,  they  were 
undertaking  no  less  a  task  than  to  shake  the  government, 
and  overthrow  the  whole  power  of  Sparta;  went  pri- 
vately to  hia  house  and  sent  a  friend  to  Melon  and 
Pelopidas,  desiring  them  to  forbear  for  the  present,  to 
return  to  Athens  and  expect  a  better  opportunity.  The 
messenger's  name  was  Chlidon,  who,  going  home  in  haste 
and  bringing  out  his  horse,  asked  for  the  bridle  ;  but,  his 
wife  not  knowing  where  it  was,  and,  when  it  could  not 
be  found,  telling  him  she  had  lent  it  to  a  friend,  first 
they  began  to  chide,  then  to  curse  one  another,  and  his 
wife  wished  the  journey  might  prove  ill  to  him,  and 
those  that  sent  him ;  insomuch  that  Chlidon's  passion 
made  him  waste  a  great  part  of  the  day  in  this  quarrel 
ling,  and  then,  looking  on  this  chance  as  an  omen,  he  laid 
aside  all  thoughts  of  his  journey,  and  went  away  to 
some  other  business.  So  nearly  had  these  great  and 
glorious  d(  signs,  even  in  their  very  birth,  lost  their  op- 
portunity. 

But  Pel',  pidas  and  his  companions,  dressing  themselves 
like  countvymen,  divided,  and,  whilst  it  was  yet  day,  entered 
at  different  quarters  of  the  city.   It  was,  besides,  a  windj 
10 
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day,  and  now  it  just  began  to  snow,  which  contril)uted  much 
to  their  concealment,  because  most  people  were  gone  indoors 
to  avoid  the  weather.   Those,  however,  that  were  concerned 
in  the  design,  received  them  as  they  came,  and  conducted 
them  to  Charon's  house,  where  the  exiles  and  others  made 
up  forty-eight  in  number.   The  tyrant's  affairs  stood  thus . 
the  secretary,  Phillidas,  as  I  have  already  observed,  was  an 
accomplice  in,  and  privy  to  all  the  contrivance  of  the  exiles, 
and  he  a  while  before  had  invited  Archias,  with  others,  to  an 
entertainment  on  that  day,  to  drink  freely,  and  meet  some 
women  of  the  town,  on  purpose  that  when  they  were  drunk, 
and  given  up  to  their  pleasures,  he  might  deliver  them  ovei 
to  the  conspirators.   But  before  Archias  was  thoroughly 
heated,  notice  was  given  him  that  the  exiles  were  privately 
in  the  town ;  a  true  report  indeed,  but  obscure,  and  not  weP 
confirmed :  nevertheless,  though  Phillidas  endeavored  to 
divert  the  discourse,  Archias  sent  one  of  his  guards  to  Cha- 
ron, and  commanded  him  to  attend  immediately.    It  Mas 
evening,  and  Pelopidas  and  his  friends  with  him  in  the 
house  were  putting  themselves  into  a  fit  posture  for  action, 
having  their  breastplates  on  already,  and  their  swords 
girt :  but  at  the  sudden  knocking  at  the  door,  one  stepping 
forth  to  inquire  the  matter,  and  learning  from  the  officer  that 
Charon  was  sent  for  by  the  polemarch,  returned  in  great  con. 
fusion  and  acquainted  those  within ;  and  immediately  con- 
jectured that  the  whole  plot  was  discovered,  and  they  should 
be  cut  in  pieces,  before  so  much  as  achieving  any  action  to 
do  credit  to  their  bravery :  yet  all  agreed  that  Charon  should 
obey  and  attend  the  polemarch,  to  prevent  suspicion. 
Charon  was,  indeed,  a  man  of  courage  and  resolution  in  all 
dangers,  yet  in  this  ease  he  was  extremely  concerned,  lest 
any  should  suspect  that  he  was  the  traitor  and  the  death 
ot  so  many  brave  citizens  be  laid  on  him.   And,  therefore, 
when  he  was  ready  to  depart,  he  brought  his  son  out  of  the 
women's  apartment,  a  little  boy  as  yet,  but  one  of  the  best 
iooKmg  and  strongest  of  ail  tlaose  of  his  age,  and  delivered 


PELOPIDAS. 


14? 


hlM  to  Pelopidas  with  these  words:  "If  you  find  me  a 
traitor,  treat  the  boy  as  an  enemy  without  any  mercy." 
The  concern  which  Charon  showed  drew  tears  from  many ; 
but  all  protested  vehemently  against  his  supposing  any  one 
of  them  so  mean-spirited  and  base,  at  the  appearance  of 
approaching  danger,  as  to  suspect  or  blame  him  ;  and  there- 
fore desired  him  not  to  involve  his  son,  but  to  set  him  out 
of  harm's  way :  that  so  he,  perhaps  escaping  the  tyrant's 
power,  might  live  to  revenge  the  city  and  his  friends. 
Charon,  however,  refused  to  remove  him,  and  asked,  "  What 
life,  what  safety  could  be  more  honorable,  than  to  die  bravely 
v/ith  his  father,  and  such  generous  companions  ?  "  Thus, 
imploring  the  protection  of  the  gods,  and  saluting  and 
encouraging  them  all,  he  departed,  considering  with  himself, 
and  composing  his  voice  and  countenance,  that  he  might 
look  as  little  like  as  possible  to  what  in  fact  he  really  was. 

When  he  was  come  to  the  door,  Archias  with  Phillidas 
came  out  to  him,  and  said,  "  I  have  heard,  Charon,  that 
there  are  some  men  just  come,  and  lurking  in  the  town, 
and  that  some  of  the  citizens  are  resorting  to  tbem."  Charon 
was  at  first  disturbed,  but  asking,  "  Who  are  they  ?  and 
who  conceals  them  ? "  and  finding  Archias  did  not 
thoroughly  understand  the  matter,  he  concluded  that  none 
of  those  privy  to  the  design  had  given  this  information, 
and  replied,  "Do  not  disturb  yourselves  for  an  empty 
rumor :  I  will  look  into  it,  however,  for  no  report  in  such  a 
case  is  to  be  neglected."  Phillidas,  who  stood  by,  com- 
mended  him,  and  leading  back  Archias,  got  him  deep  in 
drink,  still  prolonging  the  entertainment  with  the  hopes  of 
the  women's  company  at  last.  But  when  Charon  returned, 
and  found  the  men  prepared,  not  as  if  they  hoped  for 
safety  and  success,  but  to  die  bravely  and  with  the 
slaughter  of  their  enemies,  he  told  Pelopidas  and  his 
friends  the  truth,  but  pretended  to  others  in  the  house 
that  Archias  talked  to  him  about  something  else,  invent- 
ing a  story  for  the  occasion.    This  storm  H'as  just  blowing 
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over,  when  fortune  brought  another  for  a  messenger  rami 
with  a  letter  from  one  Archias,  the  Ilierophant  at  Athens, 
to  his  namesake  Archias,  who  was  his  friend  and  guest 
This  did  not  merely  contain  a  vague  conjectural  suspicion, 
but,  as  it  appeared  afterwards,  disclosed  every  particular  of 
the  design.  The  messenger  being  brought  in  to  Archias, 
who  was  now  pretty  well  drunk,  and  delivering  the  letter, 
said  to  him,  "  The  writer  of  this  desired  it  might  be  read 
at  once ;  it  is  on  urgent  business."  Archias,  with  a  smile, 
replied,  "Urgent  business  to-morrow,"  and  so  receiving 
the  letter,  he  put  it  under  his  pillow,  and  returned  to  what 
he  had  been  speaking  of  with  Phillidas,  and  these  words 
of  his  are  a  proverb  to  this  day  amongst  the  Greeks. 

Now  when  the  opportunity  seemed  convenient  for  action, 
they  set  out  in  two  companies ;  Pelopidas  and  Danioclides 
with  their  party  went  against  Leontidas  and  Hypates,  that 
lived  near  together ;  Charon  and  Melon  against  Archias 
and  Philip,  having  put  on  women's  apparel  over  their 
breastplates,  and  thick  garlands  of  fir  and  pine  to  shade 
their  faces ;  and  so,  as  soon  as  they  came  to  the  door,  the 
guests  clapped  and  gave  an  huzza,  supposmg  them  to  be 
the  women  they  expected.   But  when  tl  9  conspirators  had 
looked  about  the  room,  ana  careiully  marked  all  that  were 
at  the  entertainment,  they  drew  their  swords,  and  making 
at  Archias  and  Philip  amongst  the  tables,  disclosed  who 
they  were.    Phillidas  persuaded  some  few  of  his  guests  to 
sit  still,  and  those  that  got  up  and  endeavored  to  assist 
the  poleraarch,  being  drunk,  were  easily  despatched.  Bnt 
Pelopidas  and  his  party  met  with  a  harder  task ;  as  they 
attempted  Leontidas,  a  sober  and  formidable  man,  and 
when  they  came  to  his  house  found  his  door  shut,  he  being 
already  gone  to  bed.    They  knocked  a  long  time  before 
any  one  would  answer,  but  at  last,  a  servant  that  heard 
them,  coming  out  and  unbarring  the  door,  as  soon  as  the 
gate  gave  way,  they  rushed  in,  and,  overturning  the  man, 
made  all  haste  to  Leontidas's  chamber    But  Leontidas, 
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guessing  at  the  matter  by  the  noise  and  running,  leaped 
from  his  bed  and  drew  his  dagger,  but  forgot  to  put  out 
the  lights,  and  by  that  means  make  them  fall  foul  on  one 
another  in  the  dark.  As  it  was,  being  easily  seen  by 
reason  of  the  light,  he  received  them  at  his  chamber  door 
and  stabbed  Cephisodorus,  the  first  man  that  entered  :  on 
his  falling,  the  next  that  he  engaged  was  Pelopidas ;  and 
the  passage  being  narrow  and  C'ephisodorus's  body  lying 
in  the  way,  there  Avas  a  fierce  and  dangerous  conflict.  At 
last  Pelopidas  prevailed,  and  having  killed  Leoutidas,  he 
and  his  companions  went  in  pursuit  of  Hypates,  and  after 
the  same  manner  broke  into  his  house.  He  perceived  the 
design,  and  fled  to  his  neighbors  ;  but  they  closely  followed, 
and  caught  and  killed  him. 

This  done  they  joined  Melon,  and  sent  to  hasten  the  ex- 
Qes  they  had  left  in  Attica :  and  called  upon  the  citizens  to 
maintain  their  liberty,  and  taking  down  the  spoils  from 
the  porches,  and  breaking  open  all  the  armorers'  shops  that 
were  near,  equipped  those  that  came  to  their  assistance. 
Epaminondas  and  Gorgidas  came  in  already  armed,  with  a 
gallant  train  of  young  men,  and  the  best  of  the  old.  Now 
the  city  was  in  a  great  excitement  and  confusion,  a  great 
^Qoise  and  hurry,  lights  set  up  in  every  house,  men  running 
iere  and  there ;  however,  the  p.'Ople  did  not  as  yet  gather 
into  a  body,  but,  amazed  at  the  proceed uigs,  and  not  clearly 
anderstanding  the  matter,  waited  for  the  day.  And, 
therefore,  the  Spartan  officers  were  tliought  to  have  been 
Ji  fault  for  not  falling  on  at  once,  since  their  garrison  con- 
sisted of  about  fifteen  hundred  men,  and  many  of  the 
3itizens  ran  to  them ;  but,  alarmed  with  the  noise,  the 
;ires,  and  the  confused  running  of  the  people,  they  kept 
,iuietly  within  the  Cadmea.  As  soon  as  day  appeared,  the 
ixiles  from  Attica  came  in  armed,  and  there  was  a  gen- 
eral assembly  of  the  people.  Epaminondas  and  Gorgidas 
prought  forth  Pelopidas  and  his  party,  encompassed  by  the 
priests,  who  held  out  garlands,  and  exhorted  the  people  to 
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fight  for  their  country  and  their  gods.  The  assembly,  &J 
their  appearance,  rose  up  in  a  body  and  with  shouts  and 
acclamations  received  the  men  as  their  deliverers  and  bene- 
factors. 

Then  Pelopidas,  behig  chosen  chief  captain  of  BcEotia, 
together  with  Melon  and  Charon,  proceeded  at  once  to 
blockade  the  citadel,  and  stormed  it  on  all  sides,  being  ex. 
tremely  desirous  to  expel  the  Lacedaemonians,  and  free  the 
Cadmea,  before  an  army  could  come  from  Sparta  to  their 
relief.    And  he  just  so  narrowly  succeeded,  that  they, 
having  surrendered  on  terms  and  departed,  on  their  way 
home  met  Cleombrotus  at  Megara  marching  towards  Thebes 
with  a    considerable    force.     The  Spartans  condemned 
and  executed  Herippidas  and  Arcissus,  two  of  their  gov. 
ernors,  at  Thebes,  and  Lysanoridas  the  third,  being  severely 
fined,  fled  to  Peloponnesus.    This  action  so  closely  resem- 
bling that  of  Thrasybulus,  in  the  courage  of  the  actors,  the 
danger,  the  encounters,  and  equally  crowned  with  success, 
was  called  the  sister  of  it  by  the  Greeks.   For  we  can 
scarcely  find  any  other  examples  where  so  small  and  weak 
a  party  of  men  by  bold  courage  overcame  such  numerous 
and  powerful  enemies,  or  brought  greater  blessings  to  their 
eountrjr  by  so  doing.    But  the  subsequent  change  of  affairs 
made  this  action  the  more  famous ;  for  the  war  which  for- 
ever ruined  the  pretensions  of  Sparta  to  command,  and  put 
an  end  to  the  supremacy  she  then  exercised  alike  by  sim 
and  by  land,  proceeded  from  that  night,  in  which  Pelopidiis 
not  surprising  any  fort,  or  castle,  or  citadel,  but  coming, 
the  twelfth  man,  to  a  private  house,  loosed  and  broke,  if  we 
may  speak  truth  in  metaphor,  the  claims  of  the  Spartan 
sway,  which  before  seemed  of  adamant  and  indissoluble. 

But  now  the  Lacedaemonians  invading  Bceotia  with  a 
great  army,  the  Athenians,  aifrighted  at  the  danger,  de- 
clared them.--.clN'cs  no  allies  to  Tliebes,  and  prosecuting 
those  that  stood  for  the  L,jjotian  interest,  executed  some, 
and  banished  and  fined  others :  and  the  cause  of  Thebei^ 
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destitute  of  allies,  seemed  in  a  desperate  condition.  But 
Pelopiaas  and  Gorgidas,  lidding  the  office  of  captains  of 
BoBotia,  designing  to  breed  a  quarrel  between  the  LacedsB- 
monians  and  Athenians,  made  this  contrivance.  One 
Sphodrias,  a  Spartan,  a  man  famous  indeed  for  courage  in 
battle,  but  of  no  sound  judgment,  full  of  ungrounded  hopes 
and  foolish  ambition,  was  left  with  an  army  at  Thespise,  to 
receive  and  succor  the  Theban  renegades.  To  him  Pelopi- 
das  and  his  colleagues  privately  sent  a  merchant,  one  of 
their  friends,  with  money,  and,  what  proved  more  efficient, 
advice, — that  it  more  became  a  man  of  his  worth  to  set 
upon  some  great  enterprise,  and  that  he  should,  making  a 
sudden  incursion  on  the  unprotected  Athenians,  surprise 
the  Piraeus ;  since  nothing  could  be  so  grateful  to  Sparta, 
as  to  take  Athens ;  and  the  Thebans,  of  course,  would  not 
stir  to  the  assistance  of  men  whom  they  now  hated  and 
looked  upon  as  traitors.  Sphodrias,  being  at  last  wrought 
upon,  marched  into  Attica  by  night  with  his  army,  and 
advanced  as  far  as  Eleusis ;  but  there  his  soldiers*  hearts 
failing,  after  exposing  his  project  and  involving  the  Spar- 
tans in  a  dangerous  war,  he  retreated  to  Thespiae.  After 
this  the  Athenians  zealously  sent  supplies  to  Thebes,  and 
putting  to  sea,  sailed  to  many  places,  and  offered  support 
and  protection  to  all  those  of  the  Greeks  who  were  willing 
to  revolt. 

The  Thebans,  meantime,  singly,  having  many  skirmishes 
with  the  Spartans  in  Bceotia,  and  fighting  some  battles,  not 
great  indeed,  but  important  as  training  and  instructing 
them,  thus  had  their  minds  raised,  and  their  bodies  inured 
to  labor,  and  gained  both  experience  and  courage  by  these 
frequent  encounters,  insomuch  that  we  have  it  related  that 
Antalcidas,  the  Spartan,  said  to  Agesilaus,  returning  wound- 
ed from  Bceotia,  "Indeed,  the  Thebans  have  paid  you 
handsomely  for  instructing  them  in  the  art  of  war,  against 
their  wills."  In  real  truth,  however,  Agesilaus  was  not 
their  master  in  this,  but  those  that  prudently  and  oppor- 
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tuuely,  as  men  do  young  tlogs,  set  them  on  their  enemies, 
and  brouglit  tiieni  safely  off  after  they  had  tasted  the 
sweets  of  victory  and  resolution.    Of  all  those  leaders, 
Pelopidas  deserves  the  most  honor :  as  after  they  had  once 
chosen  him  general,  he  was  every  year  in  command  as  long 
as  h6  lived ;  either  captain  of  the  sacred  band,  or,  what 
was  most  frequent,  chief  captain  of  Boeotia.    About  Plataea 
and  Thespise  the  Spartans  were  routed  and  put  to  flight, 
and  Plioebidas,  that  surprised  the  Cadmea,  slain;  and  at 
Tanagra  a  considerable  force  was  Avorsted,  and  the  leader 
Panthoides  killed.    But  these  encounters,  though  they 
raised  the  victor's  spirits,  did  not  thoroughly  dishearten 
the  unsuccessful;  for  there  was  no  set  battle,  or  regular 
fighting,  but  mere  incursions  on  advantage,  in  which,  ac- 
cording to  occasion,  they  charged,  retired  again,  or  pur- 
sued.   But  the  battle  at  Tegyrae,  which  seemed  a  prelude 
to  Leuctra,  won  Pelopidas  great  reputation ;  for  none  of 
the  other  commanders  could  claim  any  hand  in  the  design, 
nor  the  enemies  any  show  of  victory.   The  city  of  the 
Orchomenians  siding  with  the  Spartans,  and  havmg  re- 
ceived two  companies  for  its  guard,  he  kept  a  constant  eye 
upon  it,  and  watched  his  opportunity.   Hearing  that  the 
garrison  had  moved  into  Locris,  and  hoping  to  find  Orcho- 
menus  defenceless,  he  marched  with  his  sacred  band  and 
some  few  horsemen.   But  when  he  approached  the  city, 
and  found  that  a  reinforcement  of  the  garrison  was  on  its 
march  from  Sparta,  he  made  a  circuit  round  the  foot  of  the 
mountains,  and  retreated  with  his  little  army  through  Te- 
gyrae,  that  being  the  only  way  he  could  pass.   For  the  river 
Melas,  ahnost  as  soon  as  it  rises,  spreads  itself  into  marshes 
and  navigable  pools,  and  makes  all  the  plain  between  im- 
passable.   A  little  below  the  marshes  stands  the  temple 
and  oracle  of  Apollo  TegyraBus,  forsaken  not  long  before 
that  time,  liaving  flourished  till  the  Median  wars,  Eche- 
cratesthen  being  priest.    Here  they  profess  that  the  god 
was  born ;  the  neighboring  mountain  is  called  Delos,  ;inQ 
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there  the  river  Melas  comes  again  into  a  cliannel ;  behind 
the  temple  rises  two  springs,  admirable  for  the  sweetness, 
abundance,  and  coolness  of  the  streams ;  one  they  called 
PhcBiiix,  the  other  Elaea,  even  to  the  present  time,  as  if 
Lucina  had  not  been  delivered  between  two  trees,  but  fount- 
ains. A  place  hard  by,  ailed  Ptoum,  is  shown,  where 
they  say  she  was  affrighted  by  the  appearance  of  a  boar; 
and  the  stories  of  the  Pyth.  n  and  Tityus  are  in  like  man- 
ner appropriated  by  these  localities.  I  omit  many  of  the 
points  that  are  used  as  arguments.  For  our  tradition 
does  not  rank  this  god  amongst  those  that  were  born,  and 
then  made  immortal,  as  Hercules  and  Bacchus,  whom 
their  virtue  raised  above  a  mortal  and  passible  condi- 
tion ;  but  Apollo  is  one  of  the  eternal  unbegotten  deities,  if 
we  may  collect  any  certainty  concerning  these  things,  from 
the  statements  of  the  oldest  and  wisest  in  such  subjects. 

As  the  Thebans  were  I'etreating  from  Orchomenus  towards 
Tegyrse,  the  Spartans,  at  the  same  time  marching  from 
Locris,  met  them.  As  soon  as  they  came  in  view,  advanc- 
ing through  the  straits,  one  told  l^elopidas,  "  We  are  fallen 
into  our  enemy's  hands  ;  "  he  replied,  "  And  why  not  they 
into  ours?"  and  immediately  commanded  his  horse  to  come 
up  from  the  rear  and  charge,  wliile  he  himself  drew  his 
infantry,  being  three  hundred  in  number,  into  a  close  body, 
hoping  by  that  means,  at  whatsover  point  he  made  the 
attack,  to  break  his  way  through  his  more  numeimis 
enemies.  The  Spartans  had  two  companies  (the  company 
consisting,  as  Ephorus  states,  of  five  hundred  ;  Callisthenes 
says  seven  hundred  ;  others,  as  Polybius,  nine  hundred) ;  and 
their  leaders,  Gorgoleon  and  Theoponipus,  confident  of  suc- 
cess, advanced  upon  the  Thebans.  The  charge  being  made 
with  much  fury,  chiefly  where  the  commanders  were  posted, 
the  Spartan  captains  that  engaged  Pelopidas  were  first 
killed ;  and  those  immediately  around  them  suffering 
severely,  the  whole  army  was  thus  disheartened,  and  opened 
a  lane  for  the  Thebans  as  if  they  desired  to  pass  through 
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and  escape.  But  when  Peloptdas  entered,  and  turning 
against  those  that  stood  their  ground,  still  went  on  with  a 
bloody  slaughter,  an  open  flight  ensued  amongst  the  Spar- 
tans.  The  pursuit  was  carried  but  a  little  way,  because 
they  feared  the  neighboring  Orchomenians,  and  the  rein, 
forcements  from  Lacedsemon ;  they  had  succeeded,  however, 
in  fighting  a  way  through  their  enemies,  and  overpowering 
their  whole  force ;  and,  therefore,  erecting  a  trophy,  and 
spoiling  the  slain,  they  i-eturned  home  extremely  encouraged 
with  their  achievements.  For  in  all  the  great  wars  there 
had  ever  been  against  Greeks  or  barbarians,  the  Spartans 
were  never  before  beaten  by  a  smaller  company  than  their 
own ;  nor,  indeed,  in  a  set  battle,  when  their  number  was 
equal.  Hence  their  courage  was  thought  irresistible,  and 
their  high  repute  before  the  battle  made  a  conquest  already 
of  enemies,  who  thought  themselves  no  match  for  the  men  of 
Sparta  even  on  equal  terms.  But  this  battle  first  taught  the 
other  Greeks,  that  not  only  Eurotas,  or  the  country  between 
Babyce  and  Cnacion,  breeds  men  of  courage  and  resolution, 
but  that  where  the  youth  are  ashamed  of  baseness,  and  ready 
to  venture  in  a  good  cause,  where  they  fly  disgrace  more 
than  danger,  there,  wherever  it  be,  are  found  the  bravest 
and  most  formidable  opponents. 

Gorgidas,  according  to  some,  first  formed  the  Sacred  Band 
of  three  hundred  chosen  men,  to  whom,  as  being  a  guard 
for  the  citadel,  the  State  allowed  provision,  and  all  things 
necessary  for  exercise :  and  hence  they  were  called  the  city 
band,  as  citadels  of  old  were  usually  called  cities.  Others 
say  that  it  was  composed  of  young  men  attached  to  each 
other  by  personal  affection,  and  a  pleasant  saying  of  Pani- 
menes  is  current,  that  Homer's  Nestor  Avas  not  well  skilled 
in  ordering  an  army,  when  he  advised  the  Greeks  to  rank 
tribe  and  tribe,  and  family  and  family  together,  that 

So  tribe  might  tribe,  and  kinsmen  kinsmen  aid, 

but  that  he  should  have  joined  lovers  and  their  beloved 
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For  men  of  the  same  tribe  or  family  little  value  one  another 
when  dangers  press ;  but  a  band  cemented  by  friendship 
grounded  upon  love  is  never  to  be  broken,  and  invincible ; 
since  the  lovers,  ashamed  to  be  base  in  sight  of  their  beloved, 
and  the  beloved  before  their  lovers,  willingly  rush  into  dan- 
ger for  the  relief  of  one  another.  Nor  can  that  be  wondered 
at  since  they  have  more  regard  for  their  absent  lovers  than 
for  others  present ;  as  in  the  instance  of  the  man,  who,  when 
his  enemy  was  going  to  kill  him,  earnestly  requested  him  to 
run  him  through  the  breast,  that  his  lover  might  not  blush 
to  see  him  wounded  in  the  back.  It  is  a  tradition  likewise, 
that  lolaiis,  who  assisted  Hercules  in  his  labors  and  fought 
at  his  side,  was  beloved  of  him  ;  and  Aristotle  observes,  that 
even  in  his  time,  lovers  plighted  their  faith  at  lolatis's  tomb. 
It  is  likely,  therefore,  that  this  band  was  called  sacred 
on  this  account ;  as  Plato  calls  a  lover  a  divine  friend.  It  is 
stated  that  it  was  never  beaten  till  the  battle  at  Chseronea : 
and  when  Philip,  after  the  fight,  took  a  view  of  the  slain, 
and  came  to  the  place  where  the  three  hundred  that  fought 
Iiis  phalanx  lay  dead  together,  he  wondered,  and  under- 
standing that  it  was  the  band  of  lovers,  he  shed  tears  and 
said,  "  Perish  any  man  who  suspects  that  these  men  either 
did  or  suffered  anything  that  was  base." 

It  was  not  the  disaster  of  Laius,  as  the  poets  imagine,  that 
first  gave  rise  to  this  form  of  attachment  amongst  the  The- 
bans,  but  their  lawgivers,  designing  to  soften  whilst  they 
were  young,  their  natural  fierceness,  brought,  for  example, 
the  pipe  into  great  esteem,  both  in  serious  and  sportive 
occasions,  and  gave  great  encouragement  to  tliese  friend- 
ships in  the  Palaestra,  to  temper  the  manners  and  characters 
of  the  youth.  With  a  view  to  this  they  did  well,  again,  to 
make  Harmony,  the  daughter  of  Mars  and  Venus,  their 
tutelar  deity ;  since,  where  force  and  courage  is  joined  with 
gracefulness  and  winning  behavior,  a  harmony  ensues  that 
combines  all  the  elements  of  society  in  perfect  consonance 
and  order.    Gorgidas  distributed  this  Sacred  Band  all 
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through  the  front  ranks  of  the  infantry,  and  thus  made  theli 
gallantry  less  conspicuous;  not  heing  uiiiti'd  in  one  body, 
but  mingled  with  so  many  others  of  inferior  resolution,  they 
had  no  fair  opportunity  of  showing  what  they  could  do.  But 
Pelopidas,  having  sufficiently  tried  their  l/ravery  at  Tegyrae 
where  they  had  fought  alone,  and  around  his  own  person, 
never  afterward  divided  them,  but,  keeping  them  entire, 
and  as  one  man,  gave  them  the  first  duty  in  the  greatest 
battles.  For  as  horses  run  brisker  in  a  chariot  than  singly, 
not  that  their  joint  force  divides  the  air  with  greater  ease, 
but  because  being  matched  one  against  the  other  emulation 
kindles  and  inflames  their  courage;  thus  he  thought, 
brave  men,  provoking  one  another  to  noble  actions,  would 
proA'^e  most  serviceable,  and  most  resolute,  where  all  were 
united  together. 

Now  when  the  Lacedaemonians  had  made  peace  with  the 
other  Greeks,  and  united  all  their  strengtli  against  the 
Thebans,  only,  and  their  king,  Cleombrotus,  had  passed  the 
frontier  with  ten  thousand  foot  and  one  thousand  horse, 
and  not  only  subjection,  as  heretofore,  but  total  dispersion 
and  annihilation  threatened,  and  Boeotia  was  in  a  greater 
fear  than  ever, — Pelopidas,  leaving  his  house,  when  liis 
wife  followed  him  on  his  way,  and  with  tears  begged  him 
to  be  careful  of  his  life,  made  answer,  "  Private  men,  iny 
wife,  should  be  advised  to  look  to  themselves,  generals  to 
save  others."    And  wlien  he  came  to  the  camp,  and  found 
the  chief  captains  disagreeing,  he,  first,  joined  the  side  of 
Epaminondas,  who  advised  to  fight  the  enemy ;  though 
Pelopidas  himself  was  not  then  in  office  as  chief  captahi  of 
Boiotia,  but  in  command  of  the  Sacred  Band,  and  trusted 
as  it  was  fit  a  man  should  be,  avIio  had  given  his  country 
such  proofs  of  his  zeal  for  its  fi'eedom.    And  so  when » 
battle  was  agreed  on,  and  they  encamped  in  front  of  the 
Spartans  at  hcuutra,  Pelopidas  saw  a  vision,  which  much 
discomposed  him.    In  that  plain  lie  ihe  bc  .dies  of  the  daugh- 
ters of  cue  Scedasua,  ciilled  from  the  place  Leuctrida^ 
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having  been  buried  there,  after  having  been  ravished  by 
some  Spartan  strangers.  When  this  base  and  lawless  deed 
was  done,  and  their  father  could  get  no  satisfaction  at 
Lacedgemon,  with  bitter  imprecations  on  the  Spartans,  he 
killed  himself  at  his  daughters'  tombs :  and  from  that 
time,  the  prophecies  and  oracles  still  warned  them  to  have 
a  great  care  of  the  divine  vengeance  at  Leuctra.  Many, 
however,  did  not  understand  the  meaning,  being  uncertain 
about  the  place,  because  there  was  a  little  maritime  town  of 
Jiaconia  called  Leuctron,  and  near  Megalopolis  in  Arcadia  a 
place  of  the  same  name ;  and  the  villany  was  committed 
long  before  this  battle. 

Now  Pelopidas,  being  asleep  in  the  camp,  thought  he 
saw  the  maidens  weeping  about  their  tombs,  and  cui'sing 
the  Spartans,  and  Scedasus  commanding,  if  they  desired 
the  victory,  to  sacrifice  a  virgin  with  chestnut  hair  to  his 
daughters.  Pelopidas  looked  on  this  as  an  harsh  and  im- 
pious injunction,  but  rose  and  told  it  to  the  prophets  and 
commanders  of  the  army,  some  of  whom  contended  that  it 
was  fit  to  obey,  and  adduced  as  examples  from  the  ancients, 
Menceceus,  son  of  Creon ;  ]Macaria,  daughter  of  Hercules  ; 
and  from  later  times,  Pherecydes  the  philosopher,  slain  by 
the  Lacedgemonians,  and  his  skin,  as  the  oracles  advised, 
still  kept  by  their  kings.  Leonidas,  again,  warned  by  the 
oracle,  did  as  it  were  sacrifice  himself  for  the  good  of 
Greece ;  Themistocles  offered  human  victims  to  Bacchus 
Omestes,  before  the  engagement  at  Salamis ;  and  success 
showed  their  actions  to  be  good.  On  the  contrary, 
Agesilaus,  going  from  the  same  place,  and  against  the  same 
enemies  that  Agamemnon  did,  and  being  commanded  in  a 
dream  at  Aulis  to  sacrifice  his  daughter,  was  so  weak  as  to 
disobey  ;  the  consequence  of  which  was,  that  his  expedition 
Was  unsuccessful  and  inglorious.  But  some  on  the  other 
side  urged  that  such  a  barbarous  and  impious  obligation 
could  not  be  pleasing  to  any  Superior  Beings  ;  that  typhous 
and  giants  did  not  preside  over  the  world,  but  the  general 
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father  of  gods  and  men ;  that  it  was  absurd  to  imagine  any 
divinities  or  powers  delighted  in  slaughter  and  sacrifices  of 
men ;  or,  if  there  were  any  such,  they  were  to  be  neglected 
as  weak  and  unable  to  assist ;  such  unreasonable  and  cruel 
desires  could  only  proceed  from,  and  live  in,  weak  and  de- 
praved minds. 

The  commanders  thus  disputing,  and  Pelopidas  being  in 
a  great  perplexity,  a  mare  colt  breaking  from  the  herd,  ran 
through  the  camp,  and  when  she  came  to  the  place  where 
they  were,  stood  still;  and  whilst  some  admired  her  bright 
chestnut  color,  others  her  mettle,  or  the  strength  and  fury 
of  her  neighing,  Theocritus,  the  augur,  took  thought,  and 
cried  out  to  Pelopidas,  "  O  good  friend !  look,  the  sacrifice 
is  come ;  expect  no  other  virgin,  but  use  that  which  the 
gods  have  sent  thee."  With  that  they  took  the  colt,  and, 
leading  her  to  the  maidens'  sepulchres,  with  the  usual 
solemnity  and  prayers,  offered  her  with  joy,  and  spread 
through  the  whole  army  the  account  of  Pelopidas's  dream, 
and  how  they  had  given  the  required  sacrifice. 

In  the  battle,  Epaminondas,  bending  his  phalanx  to  the 
left,  that,  as  much  as  possible,  he  might  divide  the  rijfht 
wing,  composed  of  Spartans,  from  the  other  Greeks,  and 
distress  Cleombrotus  by  a  fierce  charge  in  column  on  that 
wing,  the  enemies  perceived  the  design,  and  began  to 
change  their  order,  to  open  and  extend  their  right  wing, 
and,  as  they  far  exceeded  him  in  number,  to  encompass 
Epaminondas.  But  Pelopidas  with  the  three  hundred  came 
rapidly  up,  before  Cleombrotus  could  extend  his  line,  and 
close  up  his  divisions,  and  so  fell  upon  the  Spartans  while 
in  disorder ;  though  the  Lacedaemonians,  the  expertest  and 
most  practised  soldiers  of  all  mankind,  used  to  train  and 
accustom  themselves  to  nothing  so  much  as  to  keep  them 
selves  from  confusion  upon  any  change  of  position,  and  to 
follow  any  leader,  or  right-hand  man,  and  form  in  order, 
and  fight  on  what  part  soever  dangers  press.  In  this 
battle,  however,  Epaminondas  with  his  phalanx,  neglecting 
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the  other  Greeks,  and  charging  them  alone,  and  Pelopidas 
comiug  up  with  such  incredible  speed  and  fury,  so  broke 
their  courage  and  baffled  their  art,  that  there  began  such  a 
flight  and  slaughter  amongst  the  Spartans,  as  was  never 
before  known.  And  so  Pelopidas,  though  in  no  high  office, 
but  only  captain  of  a  small  band,  got  as  much  reputation 
by  the  victory,  as  Epaminondas,  who  was  general  and  chief 
captain  of  Boeotia. 

Into  Peloponnesus,  however,  they  both  advanced  together 
as  colleagues  in  supreme  command,  and  gained  the  greater 
part  of  the  nations  there  from  the  Spartan  confederacy  ; 
EHs,  Argos,  all  Arcadia,  and  much  of  Laconia  itself.  It 
was  the  dead  of  winter,  and  but  few  of  the  last  days  of  the 
month  remained,  and,  in  the  beginning  of  the  next,  new 
officers  were  to  succeed,  and  whoever  failed  to  deliver  up 
his  charge,  forfeited  his  head.  Therefore,  the  other  chief 
captains  fearing  the  law,  and  to  avoid  the  sharpness  of 
the  winter,  advised  a  retreat.  But  Pelopidas  joined  with 
Epaminondas,  and,  encouragijig  his  countrymen,  led  them 
against  Sparta,  and,  passing  the  Eurotas,  took  many  of  the 
towns,  and  wasted  the  country  as  far  as  the  sea.  This 
army  consisted  of  seventy  thousand  Greeks,  of  which  num- 
ber the  Thebans  could  not  make  the  twelfth  part;  but 
the  reputation  of  the  men  made  all  their  allies  contented  to 
follow  them  as  leaders,  though  no  articles  to  that  effect  had 
been  made.  For,  indeed,  it  seems  the  first  and  paramount 
law,  that  he  that  wants  a  defender  is  naturally  a  subject 
to  him  that  is  able  to  defend :  as  mariners,  though  in  a  calm 
or  in  the  port  they  grow  insolent,  and  brave  the  pilot,  yet 
when  a  storm  comes,  and  danger  is  at  hand,  they  all  attend, 
and  put  their  hopes  in  him.  So  the  Argives,  Eleans,  and 
Arcadians,  in  their  congresses,  would  contend  with  the  The- 
bans for  superiority  in  command,  yet  in  a  battle,  or  any 
hazardous  undertaking,  of  their  own  will  followed  their 
Theban  captains.  In  this  expedition,  they  united  all  Arca- 
(lia  into  one  body,  and  expelling  the  Spartans  that  inhabited 
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Messeiiia,  they  called  back  the  old  ;.Icsscnians,  and  estab. 
lished  thciii  ill  Ithonic  in  (Hie  body; — and,  returning 
through  Ccnchrea',  they  dispersed  the  Athenians,  who 
designed  to  set  upon  them  in  the  straits,  and  hinder  their 
march. 

For  these  exploits,  all  the  other  Greeks  loved  their  coui 
age,  and  admired  their  success ;  but  among  their  own 
citizens,  envy,  still  increasing  with  tiieir  glory,  prepared 
them  no  pleasing  nor  agreeable  reception.  Both  were  tried 
for  their  lives,  because  they  did  not  deliver  up  their  com- 
mand in  the  tirst  month,  Bucatius,  as  the  law  required,  but 
kept  it  four  months  longer,  in  whicli  time  they  did  these 
memorable  actions  in  Messenia,  Arcadia,  and  Laconia 
Pelopidas  was  first  tried,  and  therefore  in  greatest  danger, 
but  both  were  acquitted.  Epaminondas  bore  the  accu- 
sation and  trial  very  patiently,  esteeming  it  a  great  and 
essential  part  of  courage  and  generosity  not  to  resent  in- 
juries in  political  life.  But  Pelopidas,  being  a  man  of  a 
fiercer  temper,  and  stirred  on  by  his  friends  to  revenge 
the  affront,  took  the  following  occasion.  JVIeneclidas,  the 
orator,  was  one  of  those  that  had  met  with  Melon  and 
Pelopidas  at  Charon's  house ;  but  not  receiving  equal 
honor,  and  being  powerful  in  his  speech,  but  loose  in 
his  manners,  and  ill-natured,  he  abused  his  natural  en- 
dowments, even  after  this  trial,  to  accuse  and  caluniniiit« 
his  betters.  lie  excluded  Epaminondas  from  the  chief  cap- 
taincy, and  for  a  long  time  kept  the  upper  hand  of  hini,  but 
he  was  not  powerful  enough  to  bring  Pelopidas  out  of  the 
people's  favor,  and  therefore  endeavored  to  raise  a  quar 
rel  between  him  and  Charon.  And  since  it  is  some  com- 
fort to  the  envious  to  make  those  men,  whom  themselveg 
cannot  excel,  appear  worse  than  others,  he  studiously  en- 
larged upon  Charon's  actions  in  his  speeches  to  the 
people,  and  made  panegyrics  on  his  expeditions  and 
victories ;  and,  of  the  victory  which  the  horsemen  won  at 
Plataja,  before  the  battle  ut  i^euctra,  under  Charon's  com- 
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fliand,  he  endeavored  to  make  the  following  sacred  me- 
morial. Androcydes,  the  Cyzicenian,  had  undertaken  t-j 
paiat  a  previous  battle  for  the  city,  and  was  at  woik  in 
Thebes ;  and  when  the  revolt  began,  and  the  war  came  on, 
the  Thebans  kept  the  picture  that  was  then  almost  finished. 
This  picture  Meneclidas  persuaded  them  to  dedicate,  in- 
scribed with  Charon's  name,  designing  by  that  means  to 
obscm-ethe  glory  of  Epaminondas  and  Pelopidas.  This 
was  a  ludicrous  piece  o£  pretension,  to  set  a  single  victory, 
where  only  one  Gerandas,  an  obscure  Spartan,  and  forty 
more  were  slain,  above  such  numerous  and  important 
battles.  This  motion  Pelopidas  opposed,  as  contrary  to 
law,  alleging  that  it  was  not  the  custom  of  the  Thebans  to 
honor  any  single  man,  but  to  attribute  the  victory  to  their 
country ;  yet  in  all  the  contest  he  extremely  commended 
Charon,  and  confined  himself  to  showing  Meneclidas  to  be 
a  troublesome  and  envious  fellow,  asking  the  Thebans,  if 
they  had  done  nothuig  that  was  excellent  .  insomuch 
that  Meneclidas  was  severely  fined  ;  and  he,  being  unable 
to  pay,  endeavored  afterwards  to  disturb  the  government. 
These  things  give  us  some  light  into  Pelopidas's  life. 

Now  when  Alexander,  the  tyrant  of  Pherse,  made  open 
war  against  some  of  the  Thessalians,  and  had  designs 
against  all,  the  cities  sent  an  embassy  to  Thebes,  to  desire 
succors  and  a  general;  and  Pelopidas,  knowing  that 
Epaminondas  was  detained  by  the  Peloponnesian  affairs, 
offered  himself  to  lead  the  Thessalians,  being  unwilling  to 
let  his  courage  and  skill  lie  idle,  and  thinking  it  unfit  that 
Epaminondas  should  be  withdrawn  from  his  present  duties. 
When  he  came  into  Thessaly  with  his  army,  he  presently 
took  Larissa,  and  endeavored  to  reclaim  Alexander,  who 
submitted,  and  bring  him,  from  being  a  tyrant,  to  govern 
gently,  and  according  to  law  ;  but  finding  him  untractable 
and  brutish,  and  hearing  great  complaints  of  his  lust  and 
cruelty,  Pelopidas  began  to  be  severe,  and  used  him 
roughly,  insomuch  that  the  tyrant  stole  away  privately 
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with  his  guard.  But  Pclopidas,  leaving  the  Thessallana 
fearless  of  the  tyrant,  and  friends  amongst  themselves, 
marehe.l  into  :\hieedonia,  where  rtolemy  was  then.it  war 
with  Alexander,  the  king  of  :Macedon ;  both  parties  having 
sent  for  him  to  hear  and  determine  their  differences,  and 
assist  the  one  that  appeared  injured.  When  he  came,  he 
reconciled  them,  calhng  back  the  exiles ;  and  receiving  for 
hostages  Philip  the  king's  brother,  and  thirty  children  o( 
the  nobles,  he  brought  them  to  Thebes ;  showing  the  otliei 
Greeks  how  wide  a  reputation  the  Thebans  had  gained  foi 
lionesty  and  courage.  This  was  that  Philip  who  after- 
wards endeavored  to  enslave  the  Greeks :  then  he  was  a 
boy,  and  lived  with  Pammenes  in  Thebes ;  and  hence  some 
conjecture,  that  he  took  Epaminondas's  actions  for  the 
rule  of  his  own ;  and  perhaps,  indeed,  he  did  take  example 
from  his  activity  and  skill  in  war,  which,  however,  was 
but  a  small  portion  of  his  virtues;  of  his  temperance, 
justice,  generosity,  and  mildness,  in  which  he  was  truly 
great,  Philip  enjoyed  no  share  either  by  nature  or  imitation 
After  this,  upon  a  second  complaint  of  the  Thessaliaiis 
against  Alexander  of  I'hersB,  as  a  disturber  of  the  cities, 
Pelopidas  was  joined  with  Ismenias,  in  an  embassy  to  him; 
but  led  no  forces  from  Thebes,  not  expectmg  any  war,  and 
therefore  was  necessitated  to  make  use  of  the  Thessaliana 
upon  the  emergency.  At  the  same  time,  also,  Macedon  was 
in  confusion  again,  as  Ptolemy  had  murdered  the  king, 
and  seized  the  government :  but  the  king's  friends  sent  for 
Pelopidas,  and  he  being  willing  to  interpose  in  the  matter, 
but  having  no  soldiers  of  his  own,  enlisted  some  merce- 
naries in  the  country,  and  with  them  marched  against  Ptol- 
emy. When  they  faced  one  another  Ptolemy  corrupted 
these  mercenaries  with  a  sum  of  money,  and  persuaded 
them  to  revolt  to  him  ;  but  yet  fearing  the  very  name  and 
reputation  ot  I'elopidas,  he  came  to  him  as  his  superior, 
submitted,  be-.-ed  his  pardon,  and  protested  that  he  kepi 
ihG  ifovcrumcuL  only  for  the  brothers  of  the  dead  kmg- 
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and  would  prove  a  friend  to  the  friends,  and  an  enemy  to 
the  enemies  of  Thebes ;  and,  to  confirm  this,  he  gave  his 
6on,  Philoxenus,  and  fifty  of  his  companions,  for  hostages. 
These  Pelopidas  sent  to  Thebes ;  but  he  himself,  being 
vexed  at  the  treachery  of  the  mercenaries,  and  understand- 
ing that  most  of  their  goods,  their  wives,  and  children  lay 
at  Pharsalus,  so  that  if  he  could  take  them,  the  injury 
would  be  sufficiently  revenged,  got  together  some  of  the 
Thessalians,  and  marched  to  Pharsalus.  When  he  just 
entered  the  city,  Alexander,  the  tyrant,  appeared  before  it 
with  an  army  ;  but  Pelopidas  and  his  friends,  thinking  that 
he  came  to  clear  himself  from  those  crimes  that  were  laid 
to  his  charge,  went  to  him ;  and  though  they  knew  very 
well  that  he  was  profligate  and  cruel,  yet  they  imagined 
that  the  authority  of  Thebes,  and  their  own  dignity  and 
reputation,  would  secure  them  from  violence.  But  the  ty 
rant^  seeing  them  come  unarmed  and  alone,  seized  them,  and 
made  himself  master  of  Pharsalus.  Upon  this  his  subjects 
were  much  intimidated,  thinking  that  after  so  great  and  so 
bold  an  iniquity,  he  would  spare  none,  but  behave  himself 
toward  all,  and  in  all  matters,  as  one  despairing  of  his  life. 

The  Thebans,  when  they  heard  of  this,  were  very  much 
enraged,  and  despatched  an  army,  Epaminondas  being  then 
in  disgrace,  under  the  command  of  other  leaders.  When 
the  tyrant  brought  Pelopidas  to  Pherse,  at  first  he  permitted 
those  that  desired  it  to  speak  with  him,  imagining  that  this 
disaster  would  break  his  spirit,  and  make  him  appear  con 
temptible.  But  when  Pelopidas  advised  the  complaining 
Pherseans  to  be  comforted,  as  if  the  tyrant  was  now  cer 
tarn  in  a  short  time  to  smart  for  his  injuries,  and  sent  to 
tell  him,  "that  it  was  absurd  daily  to  torment  and  murder 
his  wretched  innocent  subjects,  and  yet  spare  him,  who, 
he  well  knew,  if  ever  he  got  his  liberty,  would  be  bitterly 
revenged;"  the  tyrant,  wondering  at  his  boldness  and  free- 
dom of  speech,  replied,  "  And  why  is  Pelopidas  in  haste  to 
^ie?"   He,  bearing  of  it,  rejoined,  "That  you  may  be  the 
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sooner  ruined,  being  then  more  hated  by  the  gods  thaik 
now."  From  thcat  time  he  forbade  any  to  converse  with 
him ;  but  Thebe,  the  daugliter  of  Jason  and  wife  to  Alex- 
ander, hearing  from  the  keepe-is  of  tlie  bravery  and  noble 
behavior  of  Pelopidas,  had  a  great  desire  to  see  and  speak 
with  him.  Now  wlien  she  came  into  the  prison,  and,  as  a 
woman,  could  not  at  once  iliscern  his  greatness  in  his  c* 
lamity,  only  judging  by  the  meanness  of  his  attire  and  geo' 
era!  appearance,  that  he  \vm,s  used  basely  and  not  befitting 
a  man  of  his  reputation,  .<he  wept.  Pelopidas,  at  first  not 
knowing  who  she  was,  stood  amazed ;  but  when  he  under- 
stood, saluted  her  by  h^.r  father's  name — Jason  andhehav« 
ing  been  friends  and  familiars — and  she  saying,  "  1  pity 
your  wife,  sir,"  he  replied,  "  And  1  you,  that  though  not  in 
chains,  can  endu)-e  Alexander."  This  touched  the  woman, 
who  already  hated  Alexander  for  his  cruelty  and  injustice, 
for  his  general  debaucheries,  and  for  his  abuse  of  her 
youngest  brother.  She,  therefore,  often  went  to  Pelopidas, 
and,  speaking  freely  of  the  indignities  she  suffered,  grew 
more  enraged  and  more  exasperated  against  Alexander. 

The  llreban  generals  that  were  sent  into  Thessaly  did 
nothing,  ))nt,  being  either  unskilful  or  unfortunate,  made  a 
dishonorable  retreat,  for  which  the  city  fined  each  of  them 
ten  thousand  drachmas,  and  sent  Epaminondas  with  their 
forces.  The  Thessalians,  inspirited  by  the  fame  of  this 
general,  at  once  began  to  stir,  and  the  tyrant's  affairs  were 
at  the  verge  of  destruction;  so  great  was  the  fear  that 
possessed  his  captains  and  his  friends,  and  so  eager  the 
desire  of  his  subjects  to  revolt,  in  hope  of  liis  speedy  pun- 
ishment. But  Epaminondas,  more  solicitous  for  the  safety 
of  Pelopidas  than  his  own  glory,  and  fearing  that  if  things 
came  to  extremity,  Alexander  would  grow  desperate,  and, 
like  a  wild  beast,  turn  and  worry  him,  did  not  prosecutt 
the  war  to  the  utmost ;  but,  hovering  still  over  him  with 
his  army,  he  so  handled  the  tyi'ant  as  not  to  leave  him  any 
confidence,  and  yet  not  to  drive  him  to  despair  and  fury. 
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He  was  aware  of  his  savageness,  and  the  little  value  he  had 
for  right  and  justice,  insomuch  that  sometimes  he  buried 
men  alive,  and  sometimes  dressed  them  in  bears'  and 
boars'  skins,  and  then  baited  them  witli  dogs,  or  shot  at 
them  for  his  divertisement.  At  Meliboea  and  Scotussa, 
two  cities,  his  allies,  he  called  all  the  inhabitants  to  an  as- 
sembly, and  then  surrounded  them  and  cut  them  to  pieces 
with  his  guards.  He  consecrated  the  spear  with  which  he 
killed  his  uncle  Polyphron,  and,  crowning  it  with  garlands, 
sacrificed  to  it  as  a  god,  and  called  it  Tychon.  And  once  see- 
ing a  tragedian  act  Euripides's  Troades,  he  left  the  theatre ; 
but  sending  for  the  actor,  bade  him  not  to  be  concerned  at  his 
departure,  but  act  as  he  had  been  used  to  do,  as  it  was  not 
in  contempt  of  him  that  he  departed,  but  because  he  was 
ashamed  that  his  citizens  should  see  him,  who  never  pitied 
any  man  that  he  murdered,  weep  at  the  sufferings  of 
Hecuba  and  Andromache.  This  tyrant,  however,  alarmed 
at  the  very  name,  report,  and  appearance  of  an  expedition 
under  the  conduct  of  Epaminondas,  presently 

Dropped  like  a  craven  cocK  his  conquered  wing, 

and  sent  an  embassy  to  entreat  and  offer  satisfaction. 
Epaminondas  refused  to  admit  such  a  man  as  an  ally  to 
the  Thebans,  but  granted  him  a  truce  of  thirty  days, 
and,  Pelopidas  and  Ismenias  being  delivered  up,  returned 
iiome. 

Now  the  Thebans,  understanding  that  the  Spartans  and 
Athenians  had  sent  an  embassy  to  the  Persians  for  assist- 
mce,  themselves,  lil^ewise,  sent  Pelopidas ;  an  excellent  de- 
sign to  increase  his  glorj%  no  man  iiaving  ever  before  passed 
through  the  dominions  of  the  king  with  greater  fame  and 
•eputation.  For  the  glory  that  he  won  against  the  Spar- 
tans did  not  creep  slowly  or  obscurely  ;  but,  after  the  fame 
)f  the  first  battle  at  Leuctra  was  gone  abroad,  the  report 
)f  new  victories  continually  following,  exceedingly  increased, 
md  spread  his  celebrity  far  and  near.   Whatever  satraps 
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or  generals  or  cnmnianders  he  met,  he  was  the  object  01 
their  wonder  and  discourse.  "  This  is  the  man,"  they  said 
"who  hath  beaten  tlie  LacedcBmonians  from  sea  am 
land,  and  confined  that  Sparta  within  Taygetus  and  Euro 
tas,  which,  but  a  little  before,  under  the  conduct  of  Agesi 
laus,  was  entering  upon  a  war  with  the  great  king  aboul 
Susa  and  Ecbatana."  This  pleased  Artaxerxes,  and  he  was 
the  more  inclined  to  show  Pelopidas  attention  and  honor 
being  desirous  to  seem  reverenced,  and  attended  by  tlw 
greatest.  But  when  he  saw  him  and  heard  his  discourse 
more  solid  than  the  Athenians,  and  not  so  haughty  as  the 
Spartans,  his  regard  was  heightened,  and,  truly  acting  like 
a  king,  he  openly  showed  the  respect  that  he  felt  for  him 
and  this  the  other  ambassadors  perceived.  Of  all  otliei 
Greeks  he  had  been  thought  to  have  done  Antalcidas,  the 
Spartan,  the  greatest  honor,  by  sending  him  that  garland 
dipped  in  an  unguent,  which  he  himself  had  worn  at  an 
entertainment.  Indeed,  he  did  not  deal  so  delicately  with 
Pelopidas,  but,  according  to  the  custom,  gave  him  the  most 
splendid  and  considerable  presents,  and  granted  him  liia 
desires, — that  the  Grecians  should  be  free,  ]\[es.senia  in- 
habited,  and  the  Thebans  accounted  the  king's  hereditary 
friends.  With  these  answers,  but  not  accepting  one  of  the 
presents,  except  what  was  a  pledge  of  kindness  and  good' 
will,  he  returned.  This  behavior  of  Pelopidas  ruined  the 
other  ambassadors  ;  the  Athenians  condemned  and  executed 
their  Timagoras,  and,  indeed,  if  they  did  it  for  receiving  sc 
many  presents  from  the  king,  their  sentence  was  just  and 
good ;  as  he  not  only  took  gold  and  silver,  but  a  rich  bed, 
and  slaves  to  make  it,  as  if  the  Greeks  were  unskilful  in  that 
art;  besides  eighty  cows  and  herdsmen,  professing  he 
needed  cows'  milk  for  some  distemper;  and,  lastly,  be  was 
carried  in  a  litter  to  the  seaside,  with  a  present  of  foul 
talents  for  his  attendants.  But  the  Athenians,  perhaps, 
were  not  so  much  irritated  at  his  greediness  for  the  presents. 
For  Epicrates  the  baggage-carrier  not  only  confessed  toths 
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people  that  he  had  received  gifts  from  the  king,  but  made 
a  motion,  that  instead  of  nine  archons,  they  should  yearly 
choose  nine  poor  citizens  to  be  sent  ambassadors  to  the 
king,  and  enriched  by  his  presents,  and  the  people  only 
laughed  at  the  joke.  But  they  were  vexed  that  the  The- 
bans  obtained  their  desires,  never  considering  that  Pelopi- 
das's  fame  was  more  powerful  than  all  their  rhetorical  dis- 
course, with  a  man  who  still  inclined  to  the  victorious  in 
arms.  This  embassy,  having  obtained  the  restitution  of 
Messenia,  and  the  freedom  of  the  other  Greeks,  got  Pelopi- 
das  a  great  deal  of  good- will  at  his  return. 

At  this  time,  Alexander  the  Phersean  falling  back  to  his 
old  nature,  and  having  seized  many  of  the  Thessalian  cities, 
and  put  garrisons  upon  the  Achaeans  of  Phthiotis,  and  the 
Magnesians,  the  cities,  hearing  that  Pelopidas  was  returned, 
sent  an  embassy  to  Thebes,  requesting  succors,  and  him  for 
their  leader.  The  Thebans  willingly  granted  their  desire ; 
and  now  when  all  things  were  prepared,  and  the  general 
beginning  to  march,  the  sun  was  eclipsed,  and  darkness 
spread  over  the  city  at  noonday.  Now  when  Pelopidas 
saw  them  startled  at  the  prodigy,  he  did  not  think  it  fit  to 
force  on  men  who  were  afraid  and  out  of  heart,  nor  to 
hazard  seven  thousand  of  his  citizens  ;  and  therefore  with 
only  three  hundred  horse  volunteers,  set  forward  himself 
to  Thessaly,  much  against  the  will  of  the  augurs  and  his 
fellow-citizens  in  general,  who  all  nnagined  this  marked 
portent  to  have  reference  to  this  great  man.  But  he  was 
heated  against  Alexander  for  the  injuries  he  had  received, 
and  hoped  likewise,  from  the  discourse  which  formerly  he 
had  with  Thebe,  that  his  family  by  this  time  was  divided 
and  in  disorder.  But  the  glory  of  the  expedition  chiefly 
excited  hira ;  for  he  was  extremely  desirous  at  this  time, 
when  the  Lacedaemonians  were  sending  out  military  oflScers 
to  assist  Dionysius  the  Sicilian  tyrant,  and  the  Athenians 
took  Alexander's  pay,  and  honored  him  with  a  brazen 
statue  as  a  benefactor,  that  the  Thebans  should  be  seen, 


168 


VT.CTAnCII '  LIVE-^ 


Rlone,  of  all  the  Greeks,  undertaking  Iko  cause  of  thosfl 
who  were  oppiesscd  by  tyrants,  ami  ckslroying  the  violent 
and  illegal  forms  of  govL'riinient  in.  Greece. 

When  Pelopidas  ^^•as  come  to  Pharsalus,  he  formed  an 
army,   and   picsently   marched   against  Alexander;  ;ind 
Alexander  understanding  that  Pelopidas  had  few  Thebang 
with  him,  and  that  his  own  infantry  Avas  double  the  num- 
ber of  the  Thessalians,  faced  him  at  Thetidium.  Someone 
told  Pelopidas,  "  The  tyrant  nuM'ts  us  with  a  great  army;* 
"  So  much  the  better,"  he  replied,  "  for  then  we  shall  over 
come  the  more."    Between  the  two  armies  lay  vsome  steep 
high  hills  about  Cynoscephala?,  which  both  parties  en- 
deavored to  take  by  the'r  foot.    Pelopidas  commanded  bis 
hoT'se,  which  were  good  and  many,  to  charge  that  of  thg 
enemies;  they  routed  and  pursued  them  through  the  plain. 
But  Alexander  meantime  took  the  hills,  and  charging  the 
Thessalian  foot  that  came  up  later,  and  strove  to  climb  the 
steep  and  craggy  ascent,  killed  the  foremost,  and  the 
others,  much  distressed,  could  do  the  enemies  no  harm 
Pelopidas,  observing  this,  sounded  a  retreat  to  his  horse, 
and  gave  orders  that  they  should  charge  the  enemies  that 
kept  their  ground  ;  and  he  himself,  taking  his  shield, 
quickly  joined  those  that  fought  about  the  hills,  and  ad- 
vancing to  the  front,  filled  his  men  with  such  courage  and 
alacrity,  that  the  enemies  imagined  they  came  with  othei 
spirits  and  other  bodies  to  the  onset.    They  stood  two  oi 
three  charges,  but  finding  these  come  on  stoutly,  and  tlie 
horse,  also,  returning  from  the  pursuit,  gave  ground,  and 
retreated  in  order.    Pelopidas  now  perceiving,  from  the 
rising  ground,  that  the  enemy's  army  was,  though  not  yet 
routed,  full  of  disorder  and  confusion,  stood  and  looked 
about  for  Alexander ;  and  when  ho  saw  him  in  the  right 
wing,  encouraging  and  ordering  his  mercenaries,  he  could 
xiot  moderate  his  anger^  but  inflamed  at  the  sight,  and 
blindly  following  his  passion,  regardless  alike  of  hi<  nwr 
life  and  his  command,  advarieed  Uu  ii,>f,,re  his  soldier.'* 
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crying  ont  and  cliallenging  the  tyrant  who  did  not  dare  to 
receive  him,  but  retreating,  hid  himself  amongst  his  guard. 
Tiie  foremost  of  the  mercenaries  that  came  hand  to  hand 
were  driven  back  by  Pelopidas,  and  some  killed ;  but  many 
at  a  distance  shot  through  his  armor  and  wounded  him, 
till  the  Thessalians,  in  anxiety  for  the  result,  ran  down 
from  the  hill  to  his  relief,  but  found  him  already  slain. 
The  horse  came  up,  also,  and  routed  the  phalanx,  and  fol- 
lowing the  pursuit  a  great  way,  filled  the  whole  country 
with  the  slain,  which  were  above  three  thousand. 

No  one  can  wonder  that  the  Thebans  then  present  should 
show  great  grief  at  the  death  of  Pelopidas,  calling  him  their 
father,  deliverer,  and  instructor  in  all  that  was  good  and 
commendable.  But  the  Thessalians  and  the  allies,  out- 
doing in  their  public  edicts  all  the  just  honors  that  could 
be  paid  to  human  courage,  gave,  in  their  display  of  feel- 
ing,  yet  stronger  demonstrations  of  the  kindness  they  had 
for  him.  It  is  stated  that  none  of  the  soldiers,  when  they 
heard  of  his  death,  would  put  off  their  armor,  unbridle 
their  horses,  or  dress  their  wounds,  but  still  hot  and  with 
their  arms  on,  ran  to  the  corpse,  and,  as  if  he  had  been 
yet  alive  and  could  see  what  they  did,  heaped  up  spoils 
about  his  body.  They  cut  off  their  horses'  manes  and 
their  own  hair,  many  kindled  no  fire  in  their  tents,  took  no 
supper,  and  silence  and  sadness  was  spread  over  all  the 
array;  as  if  they  had  not  gained  the  greatest  and  most 
glorious  victory,  but  were  overcome  by  the  tyrant,  and  en- 
slaved. As  soon  as  it  was  known  in  the  cities,  the  magis- 
trates, youths,  children,  and  priests  came  out  to  meet  the 
body,  and  brought  trophies,  crowns,  and  suits  of  golden 
armor ;  and,  when  he  was  to  be  interred,  the  elders  of  the 
Thessalians  came  and  begged  the  Thebans,  that  they  might 
give  the  funeral ;  and  one  of  them  said,  "  Friends,  we  ask 
a  favor  of  you,  that  will  prove  both  an  honor  and  comfort 
to  us  in  this  our  great  misfortune.  The  Thessalians  shall 
never  again  wait  on  the  living  Pelopidas,  shall  never  give 
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honors  of  which  he  can  be  sensible,  but  if  we  may  havehu 
body,  adorn  his  funeral,  and  inter  him,  we  shall  hope  to 
show  that  we  esteem  his  death  a  greater  loss  to  the 
Thessalians  than  to  the  Thebans.  You  have  lost  oiUy  a 
good  general,  we  both  a  general  and  our  liberty.  For  how 
shall  we  dare  to  desire  from  you  another  captain,  since  we 
cannot  restore  Pelopidas  ?  " 

The  Thebans  granted  their  request,  and  there  was  never 
a  more  splendid  funeral  in  the  opinion  of  those  who  do  not 
think  the  glory  of  such  solemnities  consists  only  in  gold, 
ivory,  and  purple;  as  Philistus  did,  who  extravagantly 
celebrates  the  funeral  of  Dionysius,  in  which  his  tyranny 
concluded  like  the  pompous  exit  of  some  great  tragedy. 
Alexander  the  Great,  at  the  death  of  Heplisestion,  not  only 
cut  off  the  manes  of  his  horses  and  his  mules,  but  took 
down  the  battlements  from  the  city  walls,  that  even  the 
towns  might  seem  mourners,  and  instead  of  their  former 
beauteous  appearance,  look  bald  at  his  funeral.  But  such 
honors,  being  commanded  and  forced  from  the  mourners, 
attended  with  feelings  of  jealousy  towards  those  who  re- 
ceived them,  and  of  hatred  towards  those  who  exacted 
them,  were  no  testimonies  of  love  and  respect,  but  of  the 
barbaric  pride,  luxury,  and  insolence  of  those  who  lavished 
their  wealth  in  these  vain  and  undesirable  displays.  But 
that  a  man  of  common  rank,  dying  in  a  strange  country, 
neither  his  wife,  children,  nor  kinsmen  present,  none  either 
asking  or  compelling  it,  should  be  attended,  buried,  and 
crowned  by  so  many  cities  that  strove  to  exceed  one  an- 
other  in  the  demonstrations  of  their  love,  seems  to  be  the 
sum  and  completion  of  happy  fortune.  For  the  death  of 
happy  men  is  not,  as  ^sop  observes,  most  grievous,  but 
most  blessed,  since  it  secures  their  felicity,  and  puts  it  out 
of  fortune's  power.  And  that  Spartan  advised  well,  who, 
embracmg  Diagoras,  that  had  himself  been  crowned  in  the 
Olympic  Games,  and  saw  his  sons  and  grandchildren 
victors,  said,  "Die,  Diagoras,  for  thou  canst  not  be  a  god." 
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And  yet  who  would  compare  all  the  victories  in  the  Pythian 
and  Olympian  Games  put  together,  with  one  of  those  en- 
terprises of  Pelopidas,  of  which  he  successfully  performed 
so  many?  Having  spent  his  life  in  brave  and  glorious 
actions,  he  died  at  last  in  the  chief  command,  for  the  thir- 
teenth time,  of  the  Boeotians,  fighting  bravely  and  in  the 
ict  of  slaying  a  tyrant,  in  defence  of  the  liberty  of  the 
Thessalians. 

His  death,  as  It  brought  grief,  so  hkewise  it  produced 
advantage  to  the  allies ;  for  the  Thebans,  as  soon  as  they 
heard  of  his  fall,  delayed  not  their  revenge,  but  presently 
sent  seven  thousand  foot  and  seven  hundred  horse,  under 
the  command  of  Malcitas  and  Diogiton.     And  they,  find- 
(tig  Alexander  weak  and  without  forces,  compelled  him  to 
restore  the  cities  he  had  taken,  to  withdraw  his  garrisons 
from  the  Magnesians  and  Achseans  of  Phthiotis,  and  swear 
to  assist  the  Thebans  against  whatsoever  enemies  they 
should  require.   This  contented  the  Thebans,  but  punish- 
ment overtook  the  tyrant  for  his  wickedness,  and  the  death 
Pelopidas  was  revenged  by  Heaven  in  the  following 
Tianner.    Pelopidas,  as  1  have  already  mentioned,  had 
;aught  his  wife  Thebe  not  to  fear  the  outward  splendor  and 
ihow  of  the  tyrant's  defences,  since  she  was  admitted 
vithin  them.   She,  of  herself,  too,  dreaded  his  inconstancy, 
nd  hated  his  cruelty ;  and  therefore,  conspiring  witli  her 
hree  brothers,  Tisiphonus,  Pytholaus,  and  Lycophron, 
lade  the  following  attempt  upon  him.    All  the  othei 
partments  were  full  of  the  tyrant's  night  guards,  bui 
heir  bed-chamber  was  an  upper  room,  and  before  the  door 
ly  a  chained  dog  to  guard  it,  which  would  fly  at  all  but 
le  <iyrant  and  his  wife  and  one  servant  that  fed  him. 
^hen  Thebe,  therefore,  designed  to  kill  her  husband,  she 
id  her  brothers  all  day  in  a  room  hard  by,  and  she,  going 
I  alone,  according  to  her  usual  custom,  to  Alexander*  who 
as  asleep  already,  in  a  little  time  came  out  agairi,  cOid 
•mmauded  the  servant  to  lead  away  the  dog,  for  Alex* 
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ftuder  wished  to  rest  quietly  Slie  c  >veretl  tlie  stairs  wit 
wool,  tliat  tlie  young  men  miglit  uialce  no  noise  as  the 
came  up ;  and  tlien,  bringing  up  her  brothers  witli  the] 
weapons,  and  leaving  them  at  the  chamber  door,  slie  wen 
ia,  and  brought  away  the  tyrant's  sword  that  hung  ov« 
his  head,  and  showed  it  them  for  confirmation  that  he  wa 
fast  asleep.  The  young  men  appearing  fearful,  and  uiiwil 
ing  to  do  tlie  murder,  she  chid  them,  and  angrily  vuwe 
she  would  wake  Alexander,  and  discover  the  conspiracy 
and  so,  with  a  lamp  in  her  hand,  she  conducted  them  li 
they  being  both  ashamed  and  afraid,  and  brought  them  t 
the  bed ;  when  one  of  them  caught  him  by  the  feet,  th 
other  pulled  him  backwards  by  the  hair,  and  the  third  ra 
him  through.  The  death  was  more  speedy,  perhaps,  thai 
was  fit ;  but,  in  that  he  was  the  first  tyrant  that  was  ki\l& 
by  the  contrivance  of  his  wife,  and  as  his  corpse  m 
abused,  thrown  out,  and  trodden  under  foot  by  th 
Pherseans,  he  seems  to  have  suffered  what  his  villauie 
deserved. 


MARCELLUS. 

Thkt  say  that  Marcus  Claudius,  who  was  five  times  co 
Bul  of  the  Romans,  was  the  eon  of  Marcus ;  and  that  1 
was  the  first  of  his  family  called  Marcellus ;  that  is,  marik 
as  Posidonius  affirms.  He  was,  indeed,  by  long  experienc 
skilful  in  the  art  of  war,  of  a  strong  body,  valiant  of  ban 
and  by  natural  inclinations  addicted  to  war.  Tliis  hig 
temper  and  lieat  he  showed  conspicuously  in  battle;  i 
other  respects  he  was  modest  and  obliging,  and  so  h 
studious  of  Greek  learning  and  discii)line,  as  to  honor  an 
admire  those  that  excelled  in  it,  though  he  did  not  himse 
attain  a  proficiency  in  them  equal  to  his  desire,  by  reaso 
of  his  employments.  For  if  ever  there  were  any  me 
whom,  as  Homer  saysj,  Jieuven 
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From  their  first  youth  nnto  their  utmost  ag«. 
Appointed  the  laborious  wars  to  wage, 

certainly  they  were  the  chief  Romans  of  that  time ;  who  In 
their  youth  had  war  with  the  Carthaginians  in  Sicily,  in 
their  middle  age  with  the  Gauls  in  the  defence  of  Italy, 
itself;  and  at  last,  when  now  grown  old,  struggled  again 
with  Hannibal  and  the  Carthaginians,  and  wanted  in  their 
latest  years  what  is  granted  to  most  men,  exemption  from 
military  toils;  their  rank  and  their  great  qualities  still 
making  them  be  called  upon  to  \indertake  the  command. 

MarceUus,  ignorant  or  unskilful  of  no  kind  of  fighting,  in 
single  combat  surpassed  himself;  he  never  declined  a  chal- 
lenge, and  never  accepted  without  killing  his  challenger. 
In  Sicily,  he  protected  and  saved  his  brother  Otacilius 
when  surrounded  in  battle,  and  slew  the  enemies  that 
pressed  upon  him  ;  for  which  act  he  was  by  the  generals, 
while  he  was  yet  but  young,  presented  with  crowns  and 
other  honorable  rewards ;  and,  his  good  qualities  more  and 
more  displaying  themselves,  he  was  created  Curule  ^dile 
by  the  people  and  by  the  high-priests  Augur ;  which  is  that 
priesthood  to  which  chiefly  the  law  assigns  the  observation 
)f  auguries.  In  his  sedileship,  a  certain  mischance  brought 
aim  to  the  necessity  of  bringing  an  impeachment  into  the 
lenate.  He  had  a  son  named  Marcus,  of  great  beauty,  in 
:he  flower  of  his  age,  and  no  less  admired  for  the  goodness 
)f  his  character.  This  youth,  Capitolinus,  a  bold  and  ill- 
Bannered  man,  Marcellus's  colleague,  sought  to  abuse, 
the  boy  at  first  himself  repelled  him  ;  but  when  the  other 
igain  persecuted  him,  told  his  father.  Marcellus,  highly 
ndignant,  accused  the  man  in  the  senate :  where  he,  having 
.ppealed  to  the  tribunes  of  the  people,  endeavored  by  vari 
'US  shifts  and  exceptions  to  elude  the  impeachment ;  and, 
Then  the  tribunes  refused  their  protection,  by  flat  denial 

ejected  the  charge.    As  there  was  no  witness  of  the  fact. 

he  senate  thought  fit  to  call  the  youth  himself  before 

hem :  on  witnessing  whose  blushes  and  tears,  and  shame 
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mixed  with  the  highest  hidlgnatlon,  seeking  no  furthei 
evidence  oi  tlie  crime,  tliey  condemned  Capitolinus,  am 
Bet  a  tine  npon  him ;  of  the  money  of  which,  Marcellm 
caused  silver  vessels  for  libation  to  be  made,  which  lu 
dedicated  to  the  gods. 

After  the  end  of  the  first  Punic  war,  which  lasted  one 
and-twenty  years,  the  seed  of  Gallic  tumults  sprang  up, 
and  began  again  to  trouble  Rome.  The  Insubrians,  a  peo- 
ple inhabiting  the  subalpine  region  of  Italy,  strong  in  theii 
own  forces,  raised  from  among  the  other  Gauls  aids  ol 
mercenary  soldiers,  called  Gsesatse.  And  it  was  a  sort  oj 
miracle,  and  special  good  fortune  for  Rome,  that  the  Gallifl 
war  was  not  coincident  with  the  Punic,  but  that  the  Gaula 
had  with  fidelity  stood  quiet  as  spectators,  while  the  Punic 
war  continued,  as  though  they  had  been  under  engage- 
ments  to  await  and  attack  the  victors,  and  now  only  were 
at  liberty  to  come  forward.  Still  the  position  itself,  and 
the  ancient  renown  of  the  Gauls,  struck  no  little  fear  into 
the  minds  of  the  Romans,  who  were  about  to  undertake  a 
war  so  near  home  and  upon  their  own  borders ;  and  re- 
garded the  Gauls,  because  they  had  once  taken  their  city, 
with  more  apprehension  than  any  people,  as  is  apparent 
from  the  enactment  which  from  that  time  forth  provided, 
that  the  high-priests  should  enjoy  an  exemption  from  aD 
military  duty,  except  only  in  Gallic  insurrections. 

The  great  preparations,  also,  made  by  the  Romans  for 
war  (for  it  is  not  reported  that  the  people  of  Rome  ever 
had  at  one  time  so  many  legions  in  arras,  either  before  or 
since),  and  their  extraordinary  sacrifices,  were  plain  argu- 
ments of  their  fear.  For  though  they  were  most  averse  to 
barbarous  and  cruel  rites,  and  entertained  more  than  any 
nation  the  same  pious  and  reverent  sentiments  of  the  gods 
with  the  Greeks ;  yet,  when  this  war  was  coming  npon 
them,  they  then,  from  some  prophecies  in  the  Sibyls'  books, 
put  alive  underground  a  pair  of  CJreeks,  one  male,  the  other 
female;  and  likewise  two  Cauls,  one  of  each  sex,intli« 
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mrket  called  the  beast  market :  continuing  even  to  this 
day  to  offer  to  these  Greelfs  and  Gauls  certain  ceremonial 
observances  in  the  month  of  November. 

In  the  beginning  of  this  war,  in  which  the  Romans  some- 
times obtained  remarkable  victories,  sometimes  were  shame- 
fully beaten,  nothing  was  done  toward  the  determination 
of  the  contest,  until  Flaminius  and  Furius,  being  consuls, 
led  large  forces  against  the  Insubrians.  At  the  time  of 
their  departure,  the  river  that  runs  through  the  country 
of  Picenum  was  seen  flowing  with  blood ;  there  was  a  re- 
port, that  three  moons  had  been  seen  at  once  at  Ariminum ; 
and,  in  the  consular  assembly,  the  augurs  declared,  that 
the  consuls  had  been  unduly  and  inauspiciously  created. 
The  senate,  therefore,  immediately  sent  letters  to  the  camp, 
recalling  the  consuls  to  Rome  with  all  possible  speed,  and 
lommanding  them  to  forbear  from  acting  against  the  ene- 
mies, and  to  abdicate  the  consulship  on  the  first  opportu- 
nity. These  letters  being  brought  to  Flaminius,  he  deferred 
to  open  them  till,  having  defeated  and  put  to  flight  the 
enemy's  forces,  he  wasted  and  ravaged  their  borders.  The 
people,  therefore,  did  not  go  forth  to  meet  him  when  he 
returned  with  huge  spoils ;  nay,  because  he  had  not  in- 
stantly obeyed  the  command  in  the  letters,  by  which  he 
was  recalled,  but  slighted  and  contemned  them,  they  were 
fery  near  denying  him  the  honor  of  a  triumph.  Nor  was 
the  triumph  sooner  passed  than  they  deposed  him,  with 
his  colleague,  from  the  magistracy,  and  reduced  them  to 
the  state  of  private  citizens.  So  much  were  all  things  at 
Rome  made  to  depend  upon  religion ;  they  would  not  allow 
any  contempt  of  the  omens  and  the  ancient  rites,  even 
though  attended  with  the  highest  success :  thinking  it  to 
be  of  more  importance  to  the  public  safety  that  the  magis- 
trates should  reverence  the  gods,  than  that  they  should 
overcome  their  enemies.  Thus  Tiberius  Sempronius,  whom 
tor  his  probity  au\\  virtue  the  citizens  highly  esteemed, 
created  Scipio  Nasica  and  Cains  Marcius  consuls  to  succeed 
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hiin :  and  when  they  were  gone  hito  their  provinces,  Ut 

upon  books  concerning  the  religious  observances,  where  he 
found  something  he  Iiad  not  Icnown  before  ;  which  was  tliis. 
When  the  consul  took  his  auspices,  he  sat  without  the  city 
in  a  house,  or  tent,  hired  for  that  occasion ;  but,  if  it  hap 
pened  that  he,  for  any  urgent  cause,  returned  into  the  city, 
without  having  yet  seen  any  certain  signs,  he  was  obliged 
to  leave  that  first  building,  or  tent,  and  to  seek  another  to 
repeat  the  survey  from.  Tiberius,  it  appears,  in  ignorance 
of  this,  had  twice  used  the  same  building  before  announc- 
ing the  new  consuls.  Now,  understanding  his  error,  he 
referred  the  matter  to  the  senate :  nor  did  the  senate  neg- 
lect this  minute  fault,  but  soon  wrote  expressly  of  it  to 
Scipio  Nasica  and  Caius  Marcius  ;  who,  leaving  their  prov- 
inces and  without  delay  returning  to  Rome,  laid  down 
their  magistracy.  Tliis  happened  at  a  later  period.  About 
the  same  time,  too,  the  priesthood  was  taken  away  from  two 
men  of  very  great  honor,  Cornelius  Cethegus  and  Quintus 
Sulpiciuf  :  from  the  former,  because  he  had  not  rightly 
held  out  the  entrails  of  a  beast  slain  for  sacrifice;  from  the 
latter,  because,  while  he  was  immolating,  the  tufted  cap 
which  the  Flamens  wear  had  fallen  from  his  head.  Minu 
cius,  the  dictator,  who  had  already  named  Caius  Flaininius 
master  of  the  horse,  they  deposed  from  his  command,  be- 
cause the  squeak  of  a  mouse  was  heard,  and  put  others 
into  their  places.  And  yet,  notwithstanding,  by  observing 
so  anxiously  these  little  niceties  they  did  not  run  into  any 
superstition,  because  tliey  never  varied  from  nor  exceeded 
the  observances  of  their  ancestors. 

So  soon  as  Flaminius  with  his  colleague  had  resigned  th( 
consulate,  Marcellus  was  declared  consul  by  the  presiding 
officers  called  Interrexes  ;  and,  entering  into  the  magistracy, 
chose  Cna3us  Cornelius  his  colleague.  There  was  a  report 
that,  the  Gauls  proposing  a  pacification,  and  the  senate  also 
inclining  to  peace,  :MiircelIu.s  inflanu'd  the  people  to  war; 
but  a  peace  appears  to  have  been  agreed  upon,  which  the 
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Jaesato  broke ;  who,  passing  the  Alps,  stirred  up  the  In- 
ubrians  (they  being  tliirty  thousand  in  number,  and  the 
nsubrians  more  numerous  by  far) ;  and  proud  of  their 
trength,  marched  directly  to  Acerrse,  a  city  seated  on  the 
lorth  of  the  river  Po.    From  thence  Britomartus,  king  of 
heGsesatae,  taking  with  him  ten  thousand  soldiers,  harassed 
he  country  round  about,    Kews  of  whicli  being  brouglifc 
0  Marcellus,  leaving  his  colleague  at  Acerrje  with  the  foot 
,nd  all  the  heavy  arms  and  a  third  part  of  the  horse,  and 
arrying  with  hira  tlie  rest  of  the  horse  and  six  hundred 
iglit-armed  foot,  marching  niglit  and  day  without  remis 
ion,  he  stayed  not  till  he  came  up  to  these  ten  thousand 
lear  a  Gaulish  village  called  Clastidium,  which  not  long 
lefore  had  been  reduced  under  the  Roman  jurisdiction, 
^or  had  he  time  to  refresh  his  soldiers,  or  to  give  theju 
est.  For  the  barbarians,  that  were  then  present,  immedi 
tely  observed  his  approach,  and  contemned  him,  because 
le  had  very  few  foot  with  him.   The  Gauls  were  shigularly 
kilfulin  horsemanship,  and  thought  to  excel  in  it;  and  as 
\i  present  they  also  exceeded  Marcellus  in  number,  they 
aade  no  account  of  him.   They,  therefore,  with  their  king 
it  their  head,  instantly  charged  upon  him,  as  if  tliey  would 
raraple  him  under  their  horses'  feet,  threatening  all  kind 
if  cruelties.   Marcellus,  because  his  men  were  few,  that 
hey  might  not  be  encompassed  and  charged  on  all  sides 
)y  the  enemy,  extended  his  wings  of  horse,  and,  riding 
ibout,  drew  out  his  wings  of  foot  in  length,  till  he  came 
lear  to  the  enemy.   Just  as  he  was  in  the  act  of  turning 
•ound  to  face  the  enemy,  it  so  happened  that  his  hnr.se, 
itartled  with  their  fierce  look  and  their  cries,  gave  back, 
ffid  carried  him  forcibly  aside.    Fearing  lest  this  accident, 
f  converted  into  an  omen,  might  discourage  his  soldiers, 
le  quickly  brought  his  horse  round  to  confront  the  enemy, 
mdmade  a  gesture  of  adoration  to  tlie  sun,  as  if  he 
«ed  about  not  by  chance,  but  for  a  purpose  of  d^vo  i  • 
foritwaa  customarv  to  cha  Romans,  when  they  oHere 
12 
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worship  to  the  gods,  to  turn  round;  and  in  this  moment  ol 
meeting  the  enemy,  he  is  said  to  have  vowed  the  best  ofth< 
arms  to  Jupiter  Feretrius. 

The  king  of  the  Gauls  beholding  Marcellus,  and  from  the 
badges  of  his  authority  conjecturing  him  to  be  the  general, 
advanced  some  way  before  his  embattled  army,  and  with « 
loud  voice  challenged  him,  and,  brandishing  his  lance,  fiercelj 
ran  in  full  career  at  him ;  exceeding  the  rest  of  the  Gauls  in 
stature,  and  with  his  armor,  that  was  adorned  with  yold  and 
silver  and  various  colors,  shining  like  lightning.  These  arras 
seeming  to  Marcellus,  while  he  viewed  the  enemy's  arinj 
drawn  up  in  battalia,  to  be  the  best  and  fairest,  and  thinking 
them  to  be  those  he  had  vowed  to  Jupiter,  he  instantly  ran 
upon  the  king,  and  pierced  through  his  breastplate  with  his 
lance ;  then  pressing  upon  him  with  the  weight  of  his  horse, 
threw  him  to  the  ground,  and  with  two  or  three  strokes 
more,  slew  him.  Immediately  he  leapt  from  his  horse, 
laid  his  hand  upon  the  dead  king's  arms,  and,  looking  up 
towards  Heaven,  thus  spoke :  "  O  Jupiter  Feretrius,  arbiter 
of  the  exploits  of  captains,  and  of  the  acts  of  commander? 
m  war  and  battles,  be  thou  witness  that  I,  a  general,  have 
slain  a  general :  1,  a  consul,  have  slain  a  king  with  my  own 
hand,  third  of  all  the  Romans  ;  and  that  to  thee  I  conse 
crate  these  first  and  most  excellent  of  the  spoils.  Grant  tt 
us  to  despatch  the  relics  of  the  war,  with  the  same  course 
of  fortune."  Then  the  Roman  horse  joining  battle  notoni; 
with  the  enemy's  horse,  but  also  with  the  foot  who  attacks 
them,  obtained  a  singular  and  unheard-of  victory.  Fo 
never  before  or  since  have  so  few  horse  defeated  sucl 
numerous  forces  of  horse  and  foot  together.  The  enemie 
beuig  to  a  great  number  slain,  and  the  spoils  collected,  hi 
returned  to  his  colleague,  who  was  conducting  the  war 
with  lU-success,  against  the  enemies  near  the  greatest  anc 
most  populous  of  the  Gallic  cities,  .Alilan.  This  was  theii 
capital,  and,  therefore,  lighting  valiantly  in  defence  of  it 
they  were  not  so  nmch  besieged  by  Cornelius,  as  they  be 


MABCELLUS. 


179 


sieged  him.  But  Marcellus  liaving  returned,  and  tlie 
Gsesatse  retiring  as  scon  as  they  were  certified  of  tlie  death 
of  the  king  and  the  defeat  of  his  army,  Milan  was  taken. 
The  rest  of  tlieir  towns,  and  all  thej'  had,  the  Gauls 
deUvered  up  of  their  own  accord  to  the  Romans,  and  had 
peace  upon  equitable  conditions  granted  to  them. 

Marcellus  alone,  by  a  decree  of  the  senate,  triumphed. 
The  triumph  was  in  magnificence,  opulence,  spoils,  and  the 
gigantic  bodies  of  the  captives  most  remarkable.  But  tlie 
most  grateful  and  most  rare  spectacle  of  all  was  the  general 
himself,  carrying  the  arms  of  the  barbarian  king  to  the 
god  to  whom  he  had  Yo^ved  them.  He  had  taken  a  tall  and 
straight  stock  of  an  oak,  and  had  lopped  and  formed  it  to 
a  trophy.  Upon  this  he  fastened  and  hung  about  the  arms 
of  the  king,  arranging  all  the  pieces  in  their  suitable  places. 
The  procession  advancing  solemnly,  he,  carrying  this  trophy, 
ascended  the  chariot;  and  thus,  himself  the  fairest  and 
most  glorious  triumphant  image,  was  conveyed  into  the 
city.  The  army  adorned  with  shining  armor  followed  in 
order,  and  with  verses  composed  for  the  occasion,  and  with 
songs  of  victory  celebrated  the  praises  of  Jupiter  and  of 
their  general.  Then  entering  the  temple  of  Jupiter  Fere- 
trius,  he  dedicated  his  gift;  tlie  third,  and  to  our  memory 
tlie  last,  that  ever  did  so.  The  first  was  Romulus,  after 
having  slain  Acron,  king  of  the  Cseninenses:  the  second, 
Cornelius  Cossus,  who  slew  Toluuniius  the  Etruscan :  after 
them  Marcellus,  having  killed  Britomartus,  king  of  the 
Gauls;  after  Marcellus,  no  man.  The  god  to  whom  these 
spoils  were  consecrated  is  called  Jupiter  Feretrius,  from  the 
trophy  carried  on  the  feretrum,  one  of  the  Greek  words 
which  at  that  time  still  existed  in  great  numbers  in  Latin 
or,  as  others  say,  it  is  the  surname  of  the  Thundering 
Jupiter  derived  from/mVe,  to  strike.  Others  there  are  who 
would  have  the  name  to  be  deduced  from  the  strokes  that 
are  given  in  flight ;  since  even  now  in  battles,  when  they 
press  upon  thei'c  enemies,  they  constantly  call  out  to  each 
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other,  strike.  In  Latin  fcrt.  Spoils  in  general  they  caD 
Spolia,  and  these  in  particnlar  Opinia ;  though,  indeed, 
they  say  tliat  Xuma  PonipiJius,  in  his  commentaries,  makes 
mention  of  first,  second,  and  third  Spolia  Opima ;  and  that 
he  prescribes  that  the  first  taken  be  consecrated  to  Jupitei 
Feretrius,  the  second,  to  Mars,  the  third  to  Quirinus ;  as 
also  that  the  reward  of  the  first  be  three  hundred  asses  ;  of 
the  second,  two  hundred;  of  the  third,  one  hundred 
The  general  account,  however,  prevails,  that  those  spoils 
only  are  Opima  which  the  general  first  takes  in  set  battle, 
and  takes  from  the  enemy's  chief  captain  whom  he  has 
slain  with  his  own  hand.  But  of  this  enough.  The  victory 
and  the  ending  of  the  war  was  so  welcome  to  the  people  of 
Rome,  that  they  sent  to  Apollo  of  Delphi,  in  testimeny  of 
their  gratitude,  a  present  of  a  golden  cup  of  an  hundred 
pound  weight,  and  gave  a  great  part  of  tlie  spoil  to  tlieir 
associate  cities,  and  took  care  that  many  presents  should 
be  sent  also  to  Hiero,  king  of  the  Syracusans,  their  friend 
and  al^y. 

When  Hannibal  invaded  Italy,  Marcellus  was  despatched 
with  a  fleet  to  Sicily.  And  when  tlie  army  had  been  .de- 
feated at  Cannse,  and  many  thousands  of  them  perished,  and 
few  had  saved  themselves  by  flying  to  Canusium,  and  all 
feared  lest  Hannibal,  who  had  destroyed  the  strength  of  tlie 
Roman  army,  should  advance  at  once  with  his  victorious 
troops  to  Rome,  Marcellus  first  sent  for  the  protection  of 
the  city  Lfteen  hundred  soldiers  from  the  fleet.  Then,  by 
decree  of  the  senate,  going  to  Canusium,  having  lieard  that 
many  of  the  soldiers  had  come  together  in  that  place,  he  led 
them  out  of  the  fortifications  to  prevent  tlio  enemy  from 
ravaging  the  country.  The  chief  Roman  commanders  had 
most  of  them  fallen  in  battles ;  and  the  citizens  complained 
that  the  extreme  caution  of  Fabius  Maximus,  wlioso  in- 
tegrity and  wisdom  gave  liiui  the  liighest  authority,  verged 
upon  timidity  and  inaction.  They  confided  in  him  to  keep 
them  out  of  danger,  but  could  not  expect  that  he  would 
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enable  them  to  retaliate.  Fixing,  therefore,  their  thoughts 
upon  Marcellns,  and  hoping  to  combine  his  boldness,  confi- 
dence, and  promptitude  with  Fabius's  caution  and  prudence, 
and  to  temper  the  one  by  the  other,  they  sent,  sometimes 
both  with  consular  command,  sometimes  one  as  consul,  the 
othei  as  proconsul,  against  the  enemy.  Posidonius  writes, 
that  Fabius  was  called  the  buckler,  Marcellus  the  sword 
of  Rome.  Certainly,  Hannibal  himself  confessed  that 
he  feared  Fabius  as  a  schoolmaster,  Marcellus  as  an  ad 
versary:  the  former,  lest  he  should  be  hindered  from 
doing  mischief;  the  latter,  lest  he  should  receive  harm 
himself. 

And  first,  when  among  Hannibal's  soldiers,  proud  of  their 
victory,  carelessness  and  boldness  had  grown  to  a  great 
height,  Marcellus,  attacking  all  their  stragglers  and  plunder- 
ing parties,  cut  them  off,  and  by  little  and  little  diminished 
their  forces.  Then  carrying  aid  to  the  Neapolitans  and 
Nolans,  he  confirmed  the  minds  of  the  former,  who,  indeed, 
were  of  their  own  accord  faithful  enough  to  the  Romans ;  buc 
in  Nolahe  found  a  state  of  discord,  the  senate  not  being  able 
to  rule  and  keep  in  the  common  people,who  were  generally 
favorers  of  Hannibal.  There  was  in  the  town  one  Bantius, 
a  man  renowned  for  his  high  birth  and  courage.  This  man, 
after  he  had  fought  most  fiercely  at  Cannje,  and  had  killed 
many  of  the  enemies,  at  last  was  found  lying  in  a  heap  of  dead 
bodies,  covered  with  darts,  and  was  brought  to  IIannibal,who 
BO  honored  him,  that  he  not  only  dismissed  him  without  ran- 
som, but  also  contracted  friendship  with  him,  and  made  him 
his  guest.  In  gratitude  for  this  great  favor,  he  became  one 
of  the  strongest  partisans  of  Hannibal,  and  urged  the  people 
to  revolt.  Marcellus  could  not  be  induced  to  put  to  death  a 
man  of  such  eminence,  and  who  had  endured  such  dangers 
in  fighting  on  the  Roman  side ;  bat,  knowing  himself  able, 
by  the  general  kindliness  of  his  disposition,  and  in  particular 
by  the  attractiveness  of  his  address,  to  gain  over  a  character 
Whoso  passion  was  for  honor,  one  day  when  Bantius  saluted 


him,  he  asked  hhn  who  be  was  ,  not  that  he  knew  him  not 
before,  but  seeking  an  occasion  of  further  conference.  When 
Bantius  had  told  who  he  was,  INLircellus,  seeming  surprised 
with  joy  and  wonder,  replied :  "Are  you  that  Bantius  whom 
the  Romans  commend  above  the  rest  that  fought  at  Caniia, 
and  praise  as  the  one  man  that  not  only  did  not  forsake  the 
consul  Paulus  ^milius,  but  received  in  his  own  body  many 
darts  thrown  at  him  ?  "  Bantius  owning  himself  to  be  that 
very  man,  and  showing  his  scars :  "  Why,  then,"  said  Mar- 
cellus,  "  did  not  you,  having  such  proofs  to  show  of  your 
affection  to  us,  come  to  me  at  my  first  arrival  here?  Do 
you  think  that  we  are  unwilling  to  requite  with  favor 
those  who  have  well  deserved,  and  who  are  honored  even  by 
our  enemies  ?  "  He  followed  up  his  courtesies  by  a  present 
of  a  war-horse  and  five  hundred  drachmas  in  money 
From  that  time  Bantius  became  the  most  faithful  assistant 
and  ally  of  Marcellus,  and  a  most  keen  discoverer  of  those 
that  attempted  innovation  and  sedition. 

These  were  many,  and  had  entered  into  a  conspiracy  to 
plunder  the  baggage  of  the  Romans,  when  they  should  make 
an  irruption  against  the  enemy.  Marcellus,  therefore,  hay. 
ing  marshalled  his  army  within  the  city,  placed  the  bag- 
gage near  to  the  gates,  and,  by  an  edict,  forbade  the  Xolans 
to  go  to  the  walls.  Thus,  outside  the  city,  no  anus  could 
be  seen ;  by  which  prudent  device  he  allured  Hannibal  to 
move  with  his  army  in  some  disorder  to  the  city,  thinking 
that  things  were  in  a  tumult  there.  Then  Marcellus,  the 
nearest  gate  being,  as  he  had  commanded,  thrown  open,  issu- 
ing forth  with  tlie  flower  of  his  horse  in  front,  charged  the 
enemy.  By  and  by  the  foot,  sallying  out  of  another  gate, 
with  a  loud  shout  joined  in  the  battle.  And  while  Hannibal 
opposes  part  of  his  foi'ces  to  these,  the  third  gate  also  is 
opened,  out  of  which  the  rest  break  fortli,  and  on  all  quarters 
fall  upon  the  enemies,  \\  ho  were  dismayed  at  this  unex- 
pected encounter,  and  did  but  feebly  resist  those  with 
whoui  they  had  been  first  engaged,  Ij^cause  of  tlieir  attack 
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by  these  others  who  sallied  out  later.  Here  Hannibara 
soldiers,  with  much  bloodshed  and  many  wounds,  were 
beaten  back  to  their  camp,  and  for  the  first  time  turned 
their  backs  to  the  Romans.  There  fell  in  this  action,  as  it  is 
related,  more  than  five  thousand  of  them  ;  of  the  Romans, 
not  above  five  hundred.  Livy  does  not  aflBrm  that  either 
the  victory  or  the  slaughter  of  the  enemy  was  so  great ; 
but  certain  it  is,  that  the  adventure  brought  great  glory  to 
Marcellus,  and  to  the  Romans,  after  their  calamities,  a  great 
revival  of  confidence,  as  they  began  now  to  entertain  a 
hope  that  the  enemy  with  whom  they  contended  was  not 
invincible,  but  liable  like  themselves  to  defeats. 

Therefore,  the  other  consul  being  deceased,  the  people 
recalled  Marcellus,  that  they  might  put  him  into  his  place ; 
and,  in  spite  of  the  magistrates,  succeeded  in  postponing 
the  election  till  his  arrival,  when  he  was  by  all  the  suffrages 
created  consul.   But  because  it  happened  to  thunder,  the 
augurs  accounting  that  he  was  not  legitimately  created, 
and  yet  not  daring,  for  fear  of  the  people,  to  declare  their 
sentence  openly,  Marcellus  voluntarily  resigned  the  con- 
sulate, retaining  however  his  command.    Being  created 
proconsul,  and  returning  to  the  camp  at  Nola,  he  proceeded 
;o  harass  those  that  followed  the  party  of  the  Carthaginian ; 
)n  whose  coming  with  speed  to  succor  them,  Marcellus 
leclined  a  challenge  to  a  set  battle,  but  when  Hannibal  had 
tent  out  a  party  to  plunder,  and  now  expected  no  fight,  he 
)roke  out  upon  him  with  his  army.    He  had  distributed  to 
he  foot  long  lances,  such  as  are  commonly  used  in  naval 
ights;  and  instructed  them  to  throw  them  with  great 
orce  at  convenient  distances  against  the  enemies,  who  were 
nexperienced  in  that  way  of  darting,  and  used  to  fight 
nth  short  darts  hand  to  hand.   This  seems  to  have  been 
he  cause  of  the  total  rout  and  open  flight  of  all  the 
'arthaginians  who  were  then  engaged ;  there  fell  of  them 
ve  thousand ;  four  elephants  were  killed,  and  two  taken ; 
ut  what  was  of  the  greatest  moment,  on  the  third  daj 
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after,  more  than  three  hundred  luase,  Spaniaros  an 
Numidians  mixed,  deserted  to  him,  a  disaster  that  ha 
never  to  that  day  happened  to  Hannibal,  avIio  had  Ion 
kept  together  in  harmony  an  army  of  barbarians,  collecte 
out  of  many  various  and  discordant  nations.  Marcellti 
and  his  successors  in  all  this  war  made  good  use  of  tli 
faithful  service  of  these  horsemen. 

lie  now  vi'as  a  third  time  created  consul,  and  sale 
over  mto  Sicily.    For  the  success  of  Hannibal  bad  excite 
the  Carthaginians  to  lay  claim  to  that  whole  island 
chiefly  because,  after  the  murder  of  the  tyrant  Hieronymni 
all  things  had  been  iu  tumult  and  confusion  at  Syracua 
For  which  reason  the  Romans  also  had  sent  before  t 
that  city  a  force  under  the  conduct  of  Appius,  as  prsetoi 
While  Marcellus  was  receiving  that  army,  a  number  o 
Roman  soldiers  cast  themselves  at  his  feet,  upon  occasioi 
of  the  following  calamity.     Of  those  that  survived  th 
battle  at  Cannse,  some  had  escaped  by  flight,  and  sora 
were  taken  alive  by  the  enemy  ;  so  great  a  multitude,  tha 
it  was  thought  there  were  not  remaining  Romans  enongj 
to  defend  the  walls  of  the  city.   And  yet  the  magnanimi^ 
and  constancy  of  the  city  was  such,  that  it  would  no 
redeem  the  captives  from  Hannibal,  though  it  iniffli 
have  done  so  for  a  small  ransom ;  a  decree  of  the  senat 
forbade  it,  and  chose  rather  to  leave  them  to  be  kille 
by  the  enemy,  or  sold  out  of  Italy;  and  commanded  th; 
all  who  had  saved  themselves  by  flight  should  hetran 
ported  into  Sicily,  and  not  permitted  to  return  intoibi 
until  the  war  with  Hannibal  should  be  ended.  Tliese,  tlier 
fore,  when  IMarcellus  was  arrived  in  Sicily,  addressed  then 
selves  to  him  in  great  immbers ;  and  casting  themselves  i 
his  feet,  with  much  lamentation  and  tears  humbly  besougl 
him  to  admit  them  to  honorable  service;  and  promised  t 
make  it  appear  by  their  future  fidelity  and  exertions,  tlw 
that  defeat  had  been  received  ratlier  bv  misfortune  tha 
by  cowardice.    Mareellus,  pitying  tiieui,  petitioned  tliese-i 
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ate  by  letters,  that  he  might  have  leave  at  all  times  to  re- 
cruit his  legions  out  of  them.  After  much  debate  about  the 
thing,  the  senate  decreed  they  were  of  opinion  that  the 
commonwealth  did  not  require  the  service  of  cowardly  sol- 
diers, if  Marcellus  perhaps  thought  otherwise,  he  might 
make  use  of  them,  provided  no  one  of  them  be  honored  on 
any  occasion  with  a  crown  or  military  gift,  as  a  reward  of 
his  virtue  or  courage.  This  decree  stung  Marcellus ;  and 
on  his  return  to  Rome,  after  the  Sicilian  war  was  ended, 
he  upbraided  the  senate,  that  they  had  denied  to  him,  who 
had  so  highly  deserved  of  the  republic,  liberty  to  relieve 
so  great  a  number  of  citizens  in  great  calamity. 

At  this  time  Marcellus,  first  incensed  by  injuries  done 
him  by  Hippocrates,  commander  of  the  Syracusans  (who,  to 
give  proof  of  his  good  affection  to  the  Carthaginians,  and 
to  acquire  the  tyranny  to  himself,  had  killed  a  number  of 
Romans  at  Leontini),  besieged  and  took  by  force  the  city  of 
Leontini ;  yet  violated  none  of  the  townsmen  ;  only  desert- 
ers, as  many  as  he  took,  he  subjected  to  the  punishment  of 
the  rods  and  axe.  But  Hippocrates,  sending  a  report  to 
Syracuse,  that  Marcellus  had  put  all  the  adult  popalation 
to  the  sword,  and  then  coming  upon  the  Syracusans,  who 
had  risen  in  tumult  upon  that  false  report,  made  himself 
master  of  the  city.  Upon  this  Marcellus  moved  with  his 
whole  army  to  Syracuse,  and  encamping  near  the  wall, 
sent  ambassadors  into  the  city  to  relate  to  the  Syracusans 
the  truth  of  what  had  been  done  in  Leontini.  When  these 
could  not  prevail  by  treaty,  the  whole  power  being  now  in 
the  hands  of  Hippocrates,  he  proceeded  to  attack  the  city 
both  by  land  and  by  sea.  The  land-forces  were  conducted 
by  Appius :  Marcellus,  with  sixty  galleys,  each  with  five 
rows  of  oars,  furnished  with  all  sorts  of  arms  and  missiles, 
and  a  huge  bridge  of  planks  laid  upon  eight  ships  chained 
together,  upon  which  was  carried  the  engine  to  cast  stones 
and  darts,  assaulted  the  walls,  relying  on  the  abundance 
and  -magnificence  of  his  preparations,  and  on  his  own  pre 
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vious  glory;  all  which,  however,  were,  it  would  seem,  but 
trifles  for  Archimedes  and  his  machines. 

These  machines  he  had  designed  and  contrived,  not  a? 
matters  of  any  importance,  hut  as  mere  amusements  in 
geometry;  in  compliance  with  king  Iliero's  desire  and  re- 
quest, some  little  time  before,  that  he  should  reduce  to 
practice  some  part  of  his  admirable  speculation  in  science, 
and  by  accommodating  the  theoretic  truth  to  sensation  and 
ordinary  use,  bring  it  more  within  the  appreciation  (if  the 
people  in  general.  Eudoxus  and  Archytas  had  been  tlie 
first  originators  of  this  far-famed  and  highly-prized  art  of 
mechanics,  which  they  employed  as  an  elegant  illustration 
of  geometrical  truths,  and  as  means  of  sustaining  experi- 
mentally,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  senses,  conclusions  too 
intricate  for  proof  by  words  and  diagrams.  As,  for  example, 
to  solve  the  problem,  so  often  required  in  constructing 
geometrical  figures,  given  the  two  extremes,  to  find  the 
two  mean  lines  of  a  proportion,  both  these  mathematicians 
had  recourse  to  the  aid  of  instruments,  adapting  to  tlieir 
purpose  certain  curves  and  sections  of  lines.  But  what 
with  Plato's  indignation  at  it,  and  his  invectives  against  it 
as  the  mere  corruption  and  annihilation  of  the  one  good  ol 
geometry, — which  was  thus  shamefully  turning  its  back 
upon  the  unembodied  objects  of  pure  intelligence  to  recur 
to  sensation,  and  to  ask  help  (not  to  be  obtained  without 
base  supervisions  and  depravation)  from  matter ;  so  it  was 
that  mechanics  came  to  be  separated  from  geometry,  and, 
repudiated  and  neglected  by  philosophers,  took  its  place  as 
a  military  art.  Archimedes,  however,  in  writing  to  king 
Hiero,  whose  friend  and  near  relation  he  was,  had  stated 
that  given  the  force,  any  given  weight  might  be  moved, 
and  even  boasted,  we  are  told,  relying  on  the  strength  of 
demonstration,  that  if  there  were  another  earth,  by  going 
Into  it  he  could  remove  this.  Iliero  being  struck  with 
amazement  at  this,  and  entreating  him  to  make  good  this 
problem   by  actual  experiment,  and   show  some  great 
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reight  moved  by  a  small  engine,  he  fixed  accordingly  upon 
a  ship  of  burden  out  of  the  king's  arsenal,  which  could  not 
be  drawn  out  of  the  dock  without  great  labor  and  many 
men;  and,  loading  her  with  many  passengers  and  a  full 
freight,  sitting  himself  the  while  far  off,  with  no  great  en- 
deavor,  but  only  holding  the  head  of  the  pulley  in  his  hand 
and  drawing  the  cords  by  degrees,  he  drew  the  ship  in  a 
straight  line,  as  smoothly  and  evenly,  as  if  she  had  been  in 
the  sea.  The  king,  astonished  at  this,  and  convinced  of  the 
power  of  the  art,  prevailed  upon  Archimedes  to  make  him 
engines  accommodated  to  all  the  purposes,  offensive  and 
defensive,  of  a  siege.  These  the  king  himself  never  made 
use  of,  because  he  spent  almost  all  his  life  in  a  profound 
quiet,  and  the  highest  affluence.  But  the  apparatus  was, 
in  most  opportune  time,  ready  at  hand  for  the  Syracusans, 
and  with  it  also  the  engineer  himself. 

When,  therefore,  the  Romans  assaulted  the  walls  in  two 
places  at  once,  fear  and  consternation  stupefied  the  Syracu- 
sans, believuig  that  nothing  was  able  to  resist  that  violence 
and  those  forces.  But  when  Archimedes  began  to  ply  his 
engines,  he  at  once  shot  against  tlie  land-forces  all  sorts  of 
missile  weapons,  and  immense  masses  of  stone  that  came 
down  with  incredible  noise  and  violence ;  against  which  no 
man  could  stand ;  for  they  knocked  down  those  upon  whom 
they  fell,  in  heaps,  breaking  all  their  ranks  and  files.  lu 
the  mean  time  huge  poles  thrust  out  from  the  walls  over  the 
ships  sunk  some  by  the  great  weights  which  they  let  down 
from  on  high  upon  them  ;  others  they  lifted  up  into  the  air 
by  an  iron  hand  or  beak  like  a  crane's  beak,  and,  when  they 
had  drawn  them  up  by  the  prow,  and  set  them  on  end  upon 
the  poop,  they  plunged  them  to  the  bottom  of  the  sea ;  or 
else  the  ships,  drawn  by  engines  within,  and  whirled  about, 
were  dashed  against  steep  rocks  that  stood  jutting  out 
Under  the  walls,  with  great  destruction  of  the  soldiers  that 
were  aboard  them.  A  ship  was  frequently  lifted  up  to  a 
great  height  in  the  air  (a  dreadful  thing  to  behold),  and 
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was  roUed  to  and  fro,  and  kept  s^vinging,  until  the  raannen 
were  all  thrown  out,  when  at  length  it  was  dashed  against 
the  rocks,  or  let  fall.  At  the  engine  that  Marcellus  brouglit 
upon  the  bridge  of  ships,  which  was  called  SambucOy  from 
Bome  resemblance  it  had  to  an  instrument  of  music,  while 
it  was  as  yet  approaching  the  wall,  there  was  discharged  a 
piece  of  a  rock  of  ten  talents'  weight,  then  a  second  and  a 
third,  which,  striking  upon  it  with  immense  force  and  a 
noise  like  thunder,  broke  all  its  foundation  to  pieces,  shook 
out  all  its  fastenings,  and  completely  dislodged  it  from  the 
bridge.  So  Marcellus,  doubtful  what  counsel  to  pursue, 
drew  off  his  ships  to  a  safer  distance,  and  sounded  a  retreat 
to  his  forces  on  land.  They  then  took  a  resolution  of  com. 
ing  up  under  the  walls,  if  it  wera possible,  in  the  night; 
thinking  that  as  Archimedes  used  ropes  stretclied  at  length 
in  playing  his  engines,  the  soldiers  would  now  be  under  the 
shot,  and  the  darts  would,  for  want  of  sufficient  distance  to 
throw  them,  fly  over  their  heads  without  effect.  But  he, 
it  appeared,  had  long  before  framed  for  such  occasions 
engines  accommodated  to  any  distance,  and  sliorter  weap* 
ens ;  and  had  made  numerous  small  openings  in  the  walls, 
through  which,  with  engines  of  a  shorter  range,  unexpected 
blows  were  inflicted  on  the  assailants.  Thus,  when  tliey  who 
thought  to  deceive  the  defenders  came  close  up  to  the  walls, 
instantly  a  shower  of  darts  and  other  missile  weapons  was 
again  cast  upon  them.  And  when  stones  came  tumbling 
down  pei'pendicularly  upon  their  heads,  and,  as  it  were,  the 
wliole  wall  shot  out  arrows  at  them,  they  retired.  Auc 
now,  agiiin,  as  they  were  going  off,  arrows  and  darts  of  i 
longer  range  inflicted  a  great  slaughter  among  them,  and 
their  ships  were  driven  one  against  another ;  while  thej 
themselves  were  not  able  to  retaliate  in  any  way.  Foi 
Archimedes  had  provided  and  fixed  most  of  his  enginei 
innnediately  under  the  wall;  whoiico  the  Romans,  seeing 
tuat  indefinite  mischiefs  overwhelmed  them  from  no  visible 
means,  began  to  think  they  \n  ej  e  lighting  with  the  goda. 
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fet  Marcellus  escaped  unhurt,  and  deriding  his  own  ar- 
tiflcers  and  engineers,  "  AVhat,"  said  he,  "  must  we  give  up 
fighting  with  this  geometrical  Briareus,  who  plays  pitch- 
and-toss  with  our  ships,  and,  with  the  multitude  of  darts 
which  he  showers  at  a  single  moment  upon  us,  really  out- 
i'oes  the  hundred-handed  giants  of  mythology?"  And, 
doubtless,  the  rest  of  the  Syracusans  were  but  the  body  of 
Archimedes's  designs,  one  soul  moving  and  governing  all ; 
for,  laying  aside  all  other  arras,  with  liis  alone  they  infested 
the  Romans,  and  protected  themselves.  In  fine,  when  such 
terror  had  seized  upon  the  Romans,  that,  if  they  did  but 
see  a  little  rope  or  a  piece  of  wood  from  the  wall,  instantly 
crying  out,  that  there  it  was  again,  Arcliimedes  was  about 
to  let  fly  some  engine  at  them,  they  turned  their  backs 
and  fled,  Marcellus  desisted  from  conflicts  and  assaults, 
putting  all  his  hope  in  a  long  siege.  Yet  Archimedes 
possessed  so  high  a  spirit,  so  profound  a  soul,  and  such 
treasures  of  scientific  knowledge,  that  though  these  inven- 
tions had  now  obtained  him  the  renown  of  more  than 
human  sagacity,  he  yet  would  not  deign  to  leave  behind 
him  any  commentary  or  writing  on  such  subjects ;  but,  re- 
pudiating as  sordid  and  ignoble  the  whole  trade  of  engineer- 
ing, and  every  sort  of  art  that  lends  itself  to  mere  use  and 
profit,  he  placed  his  whole  affection  and  ambition  in  those 
purer  speculations  where  there  can  be  no  reference  to  the 
vulgar  needs  of  life ;  studies,  the  superiority  of  which  to  all 
others  is  unquestioned,  and  in  which  the  only  doubt  can  be 
whether  the  beauty  and  grandeur  of  the  subjects  examined, 
of  the  precision  and  cogency  of  the  methods  and  means  of 
proof,  most  deserve  our  admiration.  Is  is  not  possible  to 
find  in  all  geometry  more  diflBcult  and  intricate  questions, 
or  more  simple  and  lucid  explanations.  Some  ascribe  this 
to  his  natural  genius ;  while  others  think  that  incredible 
effort  and  toil  produced  these,  to  all  appearances,  easy  and 
iUnlabored  results.  No  amount  of  investigation  of  yours 
;  would  succeed  in  attaining  the  proof,  and  yet,  once  seen, 
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you  Immediately  believe  you  would  have  discovered  it;  by 
so  smootli  and  so  rapid  a  path  he  leads  you  to  the  conclu- 
gion  required.  And  thus  it  ceases  to  be  incredible  that  (as 
is  commonly  told  of  him)  the  charm  of  his  familiar  and 
domestic  Siren  made  him  forget  his  food  and  neglect  hia 
person,  to  that  degree  that  when  he  was  occasionally  carried 
by  absolute  violence  to  bathe  or  have  iiis  body  anointed,  he 
used  to  trace  geometrical  figures  in  the  ashes  of  the  fire, 
and  diagrams  in  the  oil  on  his  body,  being  in  a  state  of  en- 
tire preoccupation,  and,  in  the  truest  sense,  divine  posses- 
sion  with  his  love  and  delight  in  science.  His  discoveries 
were  numerous  and  admirable ;  but  he  is  said  to  have  re- 
quested his  friends  and  relations  that  when  he  was  dead, 
they  would  place  over  his  tomb  a  sphere  containing  a 
cylinder,  inscribing  it  with  the  ratio  which  the  containing 
solid  bears  to  the  contained. 

Such  was  Archimedes,  who  now  showed  himself,  and  so  far 
as  lay  in  him,  the  city  also  invincible.  While  the  siege  con- 
tinued, Marcellus  took  Megara,  one  of  the  earliest  founded  of 
•ihe  Greek  cities  in  Sicily,  and  capturing  also  the  camp  of  Hip- 
\|ocrates  at  Acilse,  killed  above  eight  thousand  men,  having 
attacked  them  whilst  they  were  engaged  in  forming  tlieir 
fortifications.  He  overran  a  great  part  of  Sicily ;  gained 
over  many  towns  from  the  Carthaginians,  and  overcame  all 
that  dared  to  encounter  him.  As  the  siege  went  on,  one 
Damippus,  a  Lacedaemonian,  putting  to  sea  in  a  ship  from 
Syracuse,  was  taken.  When  the  Syracusans  much  desired  to 
redeem  this  man,  and  there  were  many  meetings  and  treaties 
about  the  matter  betwixt  them  and  Marcellus,  he  had  oppor- 
tunity to  notice  a  tower  into  which  a  body  of  men  might  be 
secretly  introduced,  as  the  wall  near  to  it  was  not  difBcult 
to  surmount,  and  it  was  itself  carelessly  guarded.  Coming 
often  thither,  and  entertaining  conferences  about  the  release 
of  Damippus,  he  had  pretty  well  calculated  the  height  of  the 
tower,  and  got  ladders  prepared.  The  Syracusans  celebrated 
a  feast  to  Diaua ;  this  juncture  of  time,  when  they  wert 
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given  irp  entirely  to  wine  and  sport,  Marcellus  laid  hold  of, 
and  before  the  citizens  perceived  it,  not  only  possessed  him- 
self of  the  tower,  but,  before  the  break  of  day,  filled  the  wall 
around  with  soldiers,  and  made  his  way  into  the  Hexapy- 
lura.  The  Syracusans  now  beginning  to  stir,  and  to  be 
rviarmed  at  the  tumult,  he  ordered  the  trumpets  everywhere 
to  sound,  and  thus  frightened  them  all  into  flight,  as  if  all 
parts  of  the  city  were  already  won,  though  the  most  forti- 
fied, and  the  fairest,  and  most  ample  quarter  was  still  un. 
gained.  It  is  called  Acradina,  and  was  divided  by  a  wall 
from  the  outer  city,  one  part  of  which  they  call  Neapolis, 
the  other  Tycha.  Possessing  himself  of  these,  Marcellus, 
about  break  ot  day,  entered  through  the  Hexapylura,  all 
his  officers  congratulating  him.  But  looking  down  from 
the  higher  places  upon  the  beautiful  and  spacious  city  be- 
low, he  is  said  to  have  wept  much,  commiserating  the  cal- 
amity that  hung  over  it,  when  his  thoughts  represented  to 
hira  how  dismal  and  foul  the  face  of  the  city  would  in  a 
few  hours  be,  when  plundered  and  sacked  by  the  soldiers. 
For  among  the  officers  of  his  army  there  was  not  one  man 
that  durst  deny  the  plunder  of  the  city  to  the  soldier's  de- 
mands ;  nay,  many  were  instant  that  it  should  be  set  on 
fire  and  laid  level  to  the  ground :  but  this  Marcellus  would 
not  listen  to.  Yet  he  granted,  but  with  great  unwilling- 
ness and  reluctance,  that  the  money  and  slaves  should  be 
made  prey ;  giving  orders,  at  the  same  time,  that  none 
should  violate  any  free  person,  nor  kill,  misuse,  or  make  a 
slave  of  any  of  the  Syracusans.  Though  he  had  used  thia 
moderation,  he  still  esteemed  the  condition  of  that  city  to 
be  pitiable,  and,  even  amidst  the  congratulations  and  joy, 
showed  his  strong  feelings  of  sympathy  and  commiseration 
at  seeing  all  the  riches  accumulated  during  a  long  felicity, 
DOW  dissipated  in  an  hour.  For  it  is  related,  that  no  less 
prey  and  plunder  was  taken  here  than  afterward  in  Car- 
thage. For  not  long  after  they  obtained  also  the  plunder  ol 
the  other  parts  of  the  city,  which  were  taken  by  treachery  j 
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leaving  nothing  untouched  but  the  king's  money,  which 
was  brought  into  the  public  treasury.  But  nothing  afflicted 
Marcellus  so  much  as  the  death  of  Arcliimedes,  wlio  waa 
then,  as  fate  would  have  it,  intent  upon  working  out  some 
problem  by  a  diagram,  and  having  fixed  his  mind  alike  and 
his  eyes  upon  the  subject  of  his  speculation,  he  never 
noticed  the  incursion  of  the  Romans,  nor  that  the  city  was 
taken.  In  this  transport  of  study  and  contemplation,  a 
soldier,  unexpectedly  coming  up  to  him,  commanded  him 
to  follow  to  Marcellus ;  which  he  declining  to  do  before  he 
had  worked  out  his  problem  to  a  demonstration,  the  soldier, 
enraged,  drew  his  sword  and  ran  him  through.  Others 
write,  that  a  Roman  soldier,  running  upon  him  with  a 
drawn  sword,  offered  to  kill  him ;  and  that  Archimedes, 
looking  back,  earnestly  besought  him  to  hold  his  hand  a 
little  wbile,  that  he  might  not  leave  what  he  was  then  at 
work  upon  inconclusive  and  imperfect ;  but  the  soldier, 
nothing  moved  by  his  entreaty,  instantly  killed  him. 
Others  again  relate,  that  as  Archimedes  was  carrying  to 
Marcellus  mathematical  instruments,  dials,  spheres,  and 
angles,  by  which  the  magnitude  of  the  sun  might  be 
measured  to  the  sight,  some  soldiers  seeing  him,  and  think- 
ing that  he  carried  gold  in  a  vessel,  slew  him.  Certain  it 
is,  that  his  death  was  very  afflicting  to  Marcellus ;  and  that 
Marcellus  ever  after  regarded  him  that  killed  him  as  a 
murderer ;  and  that  he  sought  for  his  kindred  and  honored 
them  with  signal  favors. 

Indeed,  foreign  nations  had  held  the  Romans  to  be  excel- 
lent soldiers  and  formidable  in  battle ;  but  they  had  hitherto 
given  no  memorable  example  of  gentleness,  or  hunnanity, 
or  civil  virtue;  and  Marcellus  seems  first  to  have  shown  to 
the  Greeks,  that  his  countrymen  were  most  illustrious  for 
their  justice.  For  such  was  his  moderation  to  all  with  whom 
he  had  anything  to  do,  and  such  his  benignity  also  to  many 
cities  and  private  men,  that,  if  anything  hard  or  severe  was 
decreed  concerning  the  people  of  Enna,  Megara,or  Syracusey 
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the  blame  was  thought  to  belong  rather  to  those  upon  whom 
the  storm  fell,  than  to  those  who  brought  it  upon  them. 
One  example  of  many  I  will  commemorate.  In  Sicily  there 
is  a  town  called  Engvium,  not  indeed  great,  but  very  ancient 
and  ennobled  by  the  presence  of  the  goddesses,  called  the 
Mothers.  The  temple,  they  say,  was  built  by  the  Cretans ; 
and  they  show  some  spears  and  brazen  helmets,  'nscribed 
with  the  names  of  Mei'iones,  and  (with  the  same  spelling  as 
in  Latin)  of  Ulysses,  who  consecrated  them  to  the  goddesses. 
This  city  highly  favoring  the  party  of  the  Carthaginians, 
Mcias,  the  most  eminent  of  the  citzens,  counselled  them 
to  go  over  to  the  Romans  ;  to  that  end  acting  freely  and 
openly  in  harangues  to  their  assemblies,  arguing  the  im- 
prudence and  madness  of  the  opposite  course.  They,  fear- 
ing his  power  and  authority,  resolved  to  deliver  him  in  bonds 
to  the  Carthaginians.  Nicias,  detecting  the  design,  and 
seeing  that  his  person  was  secretly  kept  in  watch,  proceed- 
ed to  speak  irreligiously  to  the  vulgar  of  the  Mothers,  and 
showed  many  signs  of  disrespect,  as  if  he  denied  and  con- 
temned the  received  opinion  of  the  presence  of  those. god- 
desses; his  enemies  the  while  rejoicing,  that  he,  of  his  own 
accord,  sought  the  destruction  hanging  over  his  head. 
When  they  were  just  now  about  to  lay  hands  upon  him,  an 
assembly  was  held,  and  here  Xicias,  making  a  speech  to  the 
people  concerning  some  affair  then  under  deliberation,  in 
the  midst  of  his  address,  cast  himself  upon  the  ground ;  and 
soon  after,  while  amazement  (as  usually  happens  on  such 
surprising  occasions)  held  the  assembly  immovable,  raising 
and  turning  his  head  round,  he  began  in  a  trembling  and 
deep  tone,  but  by  degrees  raised  and  sharpened  his  voice. 
When  he  saw  the  whole  theatre  struck  with  horror  and 
silence,  throwing  off  his  mantle  and  rending  his  tunic,  he 
leaps  up  half  naked,  and  runs  towards  the  door,  crying  out 
aloud  that  he  was  driven  by  the  wrath  of  the  Mothers.  When 
no  man  durst,  out  of  religious  fear,  lay  hands  upon  him  or 
stop  him,  but  all  gave  way  before  him,  he  ran  out  of  the  gate, 
IS 
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not  omitting  any  shriek  or  gesture  of  men  possessed  and  mad 
His  wife,  conscious  of  his  counteifeitiug,  and  privy  to  his 
design,  taking  her  children  with  her,  first  cast  herself  as  a 
suppliant  before  the  temple  of  the  goddesses;  then, pre- 
tending to  seek  her  wandering  husband,  no  man  hindering 
her,  went  out  of  the  town  in  safety  ;  and  by  this  means  they 
all  escaped  to  Marcellus  at  Syracuse.  After  many  other 
such  affronts  offered  him  by  the  men  of  Engyium,  Marcel- 
lus, having  taken  them  all  prisoners  and  cast  them  into 
bonds,  was  preparing  to  inflict  upon  them  the  last  punish- 
meuL ;  when  Nicias,  with  tears  in  his  eyes,  addressed  him- 
self to  him.  In  fine,  casting  himself  at  Marcellus's  feet, 
and  deprecating  for  his  citizens,  he  begged  most  earnestly 
their  lives,  chiefly  those  of  his  enemies.  Marcellus,  relent- 
ing, set  them  all  at  liberty,  and  rewarded  Nicias  with  ample 
lands  and  rich  presents.  This  history  is  recorded  by 
Posidonius  the  philosopher. 

Marcellus,  at  length  recalled  by  the  people  of  Rome  to 
the  immediate  war  at  home,  to  illustrate  his  triumph,  and 
adorn  the  city,  carried  away  with  him  a  great  number  of 
the  most  beautiful  ornaments  of  Syracuse.  For,  before 
that,  Rome  neither  had,  nor  had  seen,  any  of  those  fine  and 
exquisite  rarities ;  nor  was  any  pleasure  taken  in  graceful 
and  elegant  pieces  of  workmanship.  Stuffed  with  barbar- 
ous arms  and  spoils  stained  with  blood,  and  everywhere 
crowned  with  triumphal  memorials  and  trophies,  she  was 
no  pleasant  or  delightful  spectacle  for  the  eyes  of  peaceful 
or  refined  spectators ;  but,  as  Epaminondas  named  the  fields 
of  Boeotia  the  stage  of  Mars ;  and  Xenophon  called  Ephesus 
the  workhouse  of  war ;  so,  in  my  judgment,  may  you  call 
Rome,  at  that  time  (to  use  the  words  of  Pindar),  "  the  pre- 
cinct  of  the  peaceless  Mars."  Whence  Marcellus  was  more 
popular  with  the  people  in  general,  because  he  had  adorned 
the  city  with  beautiful  objects  that  had  all  the  charms  ol 
Grecian  grace  and  symmetry ;  but  Fabius  Maximus,  who 
neither  touched  nor  brought  away  anything  of  this  kin<! 
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from  Tarentum,  when  he  had  taken  it,  was  more  approved 
of  by  the  elder  men.  He  carried  oif  the  money  and  valu- 
ables, but  forbade  the  statues  to  be  moved ;  adding,  as  it  is 
commonly  related,  "  Let  us  leave  to  the  Tarentines  these 
offended  gods."  They  blamed  Marcellus,  first  for  placing 
the  city  in  an  invidious  position,  as  it  seemed  now  to  cele- 
brate victories  and  lead  processions  of  triumph,  not  only 
over  men,  but  also  over  the  gods  as  captives  ;  then,  that  be 
had  divei'ted  to  idleness,  and  vain  talk  about  curious  arts 
and  artificers,  the  common  people,  wbich,  bred  up  in  wars 
and  agriculture,  had  never  tasted  of  luxury  and  sloth,  and, 
as  Euripides  said  of  Hercules,  had  been 

Rude,  unreflned,  only  for  great  things  good, 

BO  that  now  they  misspent  much  of  their  time  in  examining 
and  criticising  trifles.  And  yet,  notwithstanding  this 
reprimand,  Marcellus  made  it  his  glory  to  the  Greeks 
themselves,  that  he  had  taught  his  ignorant  countrymen  to 
esteem  and  admire  the  elegant  and  wonderful  productions 
of  Greece. 

But  when  the  envious  opposed  his  being  brought  triumph- 
ant  into  the  city,  because  there  were  some  relics  of  the 
war  in  Sicily,  and  a  third  triumph  would  be  looked  upon 
with  jealousy,  he  gave  way.  He  triumphed  upon  the  Al- 
ban  mount,  and  thence  entered  the  city  in  ovation,  as  it  is 
called  in  Latin,  in  Greek  eua ;  but  in  this  ovation  he  was 
neither  carried  in  a  chariot,  nor  crowned  with  laurel,  nor 
ushered  by  trumpets  sounding ;  but  went  afoot  with  shoes 
on,  many  flutes  or  pipes  sounding  in  concert,  while  he 
passed  along,  wearing  a  garland  of  myrtle,  in  a  peaceable 
aspect,  exciting  rather  love  and  respect  than  fear.  Whence 
I  am,  by  conjecture,  led  to  think  that,  originally,  the  dif- 
ference observed  betwixt  ovation  and  triumph  did  not  de- 
pend upon  the  greatness  of  the  achievements,  but  the  man- 
ner  of  performing  them.  For  they  who,  having  fought  a 
eet  battle,  and  slain  the  enemy,  returned  victors,  led  that 
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martial,  terrible  triumph,  and,  as  the  ordinary  custom 
then  was  in  lustrating  the  army,  adorned  the  arras  and 
the  soldiers  with  a  great  deal  of  laurel.  But  they  who 
without  force,  by  colloquy,  persuasion,  and  reasoning,  hud 
done  the  business,  to  these  captains  custom  gave  the  honor 
of  the  unmilitary  and  festive  ovation.  For  the  pipe  is  the 
badge  of  peace,  and  myrtle  the  plant  of  Yenus,  who  more 
than  the  rest  of  the  gods  and  goddesses  abhors  force  and 
war.  It  is  called  ovation,  not  as  most  think,  from  tlie 
Greek  eiiasmus,  because  they  act  it  with  shouting  and 
cries  of  JEJua:  for  so  do  they  also  the  proper  triumphs. 
The  Greeks  have  wrested  the  word  to  their  own  language, 
thinking  that  this  honor,  also,  must  have  some  connection 
with  Bacchus,  who  in  Greek  has  the  titles  of  Euius  and 
Thriambus,  But  the  thing  is  otherwise.  For  it  was  the 
custom  for  commanders,  in  their  triumph,  to  immolate  an 
ox,  but  in  their  ovation,  a  sheep:  hence  they  named  it 
Ovation,  from  the  Latin  ovis.  It  is  worth  observing,  how 
exactly  opposite  the  sacrifices  appointed  by  the  Spart;\n 
legislator  are  to  those  of  the  Romans.  For  at  Lacedsemon, 
a  captain,  who  had  performed  the  work  he  had  undertook 
by  cunning,  or  courteous  treaty,  on  laying  down  his  com- 
mand, ^immolated  an  ox ;  he  that  did  the  business  by 
battle,  offered  a  cock ;  the  Lacedaemonians,  though  most 
warlike,  thinking  an  exploit  performed  by  reason  and 
wisdom,  to  be  more  excellent  and  more  congruous  to  man, 
than  one  effected  by  mere  force  and  courage.  Which  of 
the  two  is  to  be  preferred  I  leave  to  the  determination  of 
others. 

Marcellus  being  the  fourth  time  consul,  his  enemies  sub. 
orned  the  Syracusans  to  come  to  Rome  to  accuse  him,  and 
to  complain  that  they  had  suffered  hidignities  and  wrongs, 
contrary  to  the  conditions  gi-anted  them.  It  happened  that 
Marcellus  was  in  the  capitol  offering  sacrifice  when  the 
Syracusans  petitioned  the  senate,  yet  sitting,  that  they 
might  have  leave  to  accuse  him  and  present  their  grieT' 
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ances.  Marcellus's  colleague,  eager  to  protect  him  in  his 
absence,  put  them  out  of  the  court.  But  Marcellus  himself 
came  as  soon  as  he  heard  of  it.  And  first,  in  his  curule 
chair  as  consul,  he  referred  to  the  senate  the  cognizance 
of  other  matters :  but  when  these  were  transacted,  rising 
from  his  seat,  he  passed  as  a  private  man  into  the  place 
where  the  accused  were  wont  to  make  their  defence,  and 
gave  free  liberty  to  the  Syracusans  to  impeach  him.  But 
they,  struck  with  consternation  by  his  majesty  and  confi- 
dence, stood  astonished ;  and  the  power  of  his  presence 
now,  in  his  robe  of  state,  appeared  far  more  terrible  and 
severe  than  it  had  done  when  he  was  arrayed  in  armor. 
Yet  reanimated  at  length  by  Marcellus's  I'ivals,  they  began 
their  impeachment,  and  made  an  oration  in  which  pleas  of 
justice  mingled  with  lamentation  and  complaint ;  the  sum 
of  which  was,  that  being  allies  and  friends  of  the  people  of 
Rome,  they  had,  notwithstanding,  suffered  things  which 
other  commanders  had  abstained  from  inflicting  upon  ene- 
mies. To  this  Marcellus  answered ;  that  they  had  com- 
mitted many  acts  of  hostility  against  the  people  of  Rome, 
and  had  suffered  nothing  but  wliat  enemies  conquered  and 
captured  in  war  cannot  possibly  be  protected  from  suffering: 
that  it  was  their  own  fault  they  had  been  made  captives, 
because  they  refused  to  give  ear  to  his  frequent  attempts 
to  persuade  them  by  gentle  means :  neither  were  they 
forced  into  war  by  the  power  of  tyrants,  but  had  rather 
chosen  the  tyrants  themselves  for  the  express  object  that 
they  might  make  war.  The  orations  ended,  and  the 
Syracusans,  according  to  the  custom,  having  retired,  Mar- 
cellus left  his  colleague  to  ask  the  sentences,  and  with- 
drawing with  the  Syracusans,  stayed  expecting  at  the  doors 
of  the  senate-house ;  not  in  the  least  discomposed  in  spirit, 
«ither  with  alarm  at  the  accusation,  or  by  anger  against 
the  Syracusans ;  but  with  perfect  calmness  and  serenity 
attending  the  issue  of  the  cause.  The  sentences  at  length 
Being  all  asked,  and  a  decree  of  the  senate  made  in  vindica 
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tion  of  Marcellus,  the  Syracusans,  with  tears  flowing  from 
their  eyes,  cast  themselves  at  bis  knees,  beseeching  him  to 
forgive  themselves  there  present,  and  to  be  moved  by  the 
misery  of  the  rest  of  their  city,  which  would  ever  be 
mindful  of,  and  grateful  for,  his  benefits.  Thus  Marcellus, 
softened  by  their  tears  and  distress,  was  not  only  recon. 
oiled  to  the  deputies,  but  ever  afterwards  continued  to  find 
opportunity  of  doing  kindness  to  the  Syracusans.  The 
liberty  which  he  had  restored  to  them,  and  their  rights, 
laws,  and  goods  that  were  left,  the  senate  confirmed. 
Upon  which  account  the  Syracusans,  besides  other  signal 
honors,  made  a  law,  that  if  Marcellus  should  at  any  time 
come  into  Sicily,  or  any  of  his  posterity,  the  Syracusans 
should  wear  garlands  and  offer  public  sacrifice  to  the  gods. 

After  this  he  moved  against  Hannibal.  And  whereas 
the  other  consuls  and  commanders,  since  the  defeat  received 
at  Cannse,  had  all  made  use  of  the  same  policy  against 
Hannibal,  namely,  to  decline  coming  to  a  battle  with  him ; 
and  none  had  had  the  courage  to  encounter  him  in  the 
field,  and  put  themselves  to  the  decision  by  the  sword ; 
Marcellus  entered  upon  the  opposite  course,  thinking  that 
Italy  would  be  destroyed  by  the  very  delay  by  which  they 
looked  to  wear  out  Hannibal ;  and  that  Fabius,  who,  ad- 
hering  to  his  cautious  policy,  waited  to  see  the  war  ex- 
tinguished, while  Rome  itself  meantime  wasted  away  (like 
timid  physicians,  who,  dreading  to  administer  remedies, 
stay  waiting,  and  believe  that  what  is  the  decay  of  the 
patient's  strength  is  the  decline  of  the  disease),  was  not 
taking  a  right  course  to  heal  the  sickness  of  his  country. 
And  first,  the  great  cities  of  the  Saranites,  which  had 
revolted,  came  into  his  power ;  in  which  he  found  a  large 
quantity  of  corn  and  money,  and  three  thousand  of  Hanni- 
bal's soldiers,  that  were  left  for  the  defence.  After  this, 
the  proconsul  Cn^eus  Fulvius  with  eleven  tribunes  of  the 
soldiers  being  slain  in  Apulia,  and  the  greatest  part  of  the 
army  also  at  the  same  time  cut  off,  he  despatched  letters  to 
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Rome,  and  bade  the  people  be  of  good  courage,  for  that  he 
was  now  upon  the  march  against  Hannibal,  to  turn  his 
triumph  into  sadness.  On  these  letters  being  read,  Livy 
writes  that  the  people  were  not  only  not  encouraged,  but 
more  discouraged,  than  before.  For  danger,  they  thought, 
was  but  the  greater  in  proportion  as  Marcellus  was  of  more 
value  than  Fulvius,  He,  as  he  had  written,  advancing 
into  the  territories  of  the  Lucanians,  came  up  to  him  at 
Numistro,  and,  the  enemy  keeping  himself  upon  the  hills, 
pitched  his  camp  in  a  level  plain,  and  the  next  day  drew 
forth  his  army  in  order  for  fight.  Nor  did  Hannibal  refuse 
the  challenge.  They  fought  long  and  obstinately  on  both 
sides,  victory  yet  seeming  undecided,  when,  after  three 
hours'  conflict,  night  hardly  parted  them.  The  next  day, 
as  soon  as  the  sun  was  risen,  Marcellus  again  brought  forth 
his  troops,  and  ranged  them  among  the  dead  bodies  of  the 
slain,  challenging  Hannibal  to  solve  the  question  by  another 
trial.  When  he  dislodged  and  drew  off,  Marcellus,  gather- 
ing up  the  spoils  of  the  enemies,  and  burying  the  bodies 
of  his  slain  soldiers,  closely  followed  him.  And  though 
Hannibal  often  used  stratagems,  and  laid  ambushes  to 
entrap  Marcellus,  yet  he  never  could  circumvent  him.  By 
skirmishes,  meantime,  in  all  of  which  he  was  superior, 
Marcellus  gained  himself  such  high  repute,  that,  when  the 
time  of  the  Comitia  at  Rome  was  near  at  hand,  the  senate 
thought  fit  rather  to  recall  the  other  consul  from  Sicily, 
than  to  withdraw  Marcellus  from  his  conflict  with  Hanni- 
bal; and  on  his  arrival  they  bid  him  name  Quintus  Fulvius 
dictator.  For  the  dictator  is  created  neither  by  the  people, 
nor  by  the  senate,  but  the  consul  of  the  praetor,  before  the 
popular  assembly,  pronounces  him  to  be  dictator,  whom  he 
himself  chooses.  Hence  he  is  called  dictator,  dicere  mean- 
ing to  name.  Others  say  that  he  is  named  dictator,  be- 
cause his  word  is  a  law,  and  he  orders  what  he  pleases, 
without  submitting  it  to  the  vote.  For  the  Romans  call 
the  orders  of  magistrates  Edicts. 
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And  now  because  Marcellus's  colleague,  who  was  recalled 
from  Sicily,  had  a  mind  to  name  another  man  dictator,  and 
would  not  be  forced  to  change  his  opinion,  he  sailed  away  by 
night  back  to  Sicily.    So  the  common  people  made  an  order 
that  Quintus  Fulvius  should  be  chosen  dictator :  and  the 
senate,  by  an  express,  commanded  Marcellus  to  nominate 
him.    He  obeying  proclaimed  him  dictator  according  to  the 
order  of  the  people ;  but  the  office  of  proconsul  w;is  con- 
tinued to  himself  for  a  year.   And  having  arranged  with 
Fabius  Maximus,  that  while  he  besieged  Tarentuni,  he  him. 
self  would,  by  following  Hannibal  and  drawing  him  up  and 
down,  detain  him  from  coming  to  the  relief  of  the  Taren- 
tines,  he  overtook  him  at  Canusium :  and  as  Hannibal 
often  shifted  his  camp,  and  still  declined  the  combat,  he 
everywhere  sought  to  engage  him.   At  last  pressing  upon 
him  while  encamping  by  light  skirmishes  he  provoked  him 
to  a  battle ;  but  night  again  divided  them  in  the  very  heat 
of  the  conflict.    The  next  day  Marcellus  again  showed  him. 
self  in  arms,  and  brought  up  his  forces  in  array.  Hannibal, 
in  extreme  grief,  called  his  Carthaginians  together  to  an 
harangue :  and  vehemently  prayed  them,  to  fight  to-day 
worthily  of  all  their  former  successes ;  "  For  you  see,"  said 
he,  "  how,  after  such  great  victories,  we  have  not  liberty  to 
respire,  nor  to  repose  ourselves,  though  victors ;  unless  we 
drive  this  man  back."   Then  the  two  armies  joining  battle, 
fought  fiercely ;  when  the  event  of  an  untimely  movement 
showed  Marcellus  to  have  been  guilty  of  an  error.  The  right 
wing  being  hard  pressed  upon,  he  commanded  one  of  the 
legions  to  be  brought  up  to  the  front.   This  change  disturb- 
ing the  array  and  posture  of  the  legions,  gave  the  victory 
to  the  enemies  ;  and  there  fell  two  thousand  seven  hundred 
Romans.    Marcellus,  after  he  had  retreated  into  his  camp, 
called  his  soldiers  together ;  "  I  see,"  said  he,  "  many  Roman 
arms  and  bodies,  but  I  see  not  so  much  as  one  Roman."  To 
their  entreaties  for  his  pardon,  he  returned  a  refusal  while 
they  remained  beaten,  but  promised  to  give  it  so  soon  M 
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they  should  overcome ;  and  he  resolved  to  bring  them  into 
the  field  again  the  next  day,  that  the  fame  of  their  victory 
might  arrive  at  Rome  before  that  of  their  flight.  Dismiss- 
ing the  assembly,  he  commanded  barley  instead  of  wheat 
to  be  given  to  those  companies  that  had  turned  their  backs. 
These  rebubjs  were  so  bitter  to  the  soldiers,  that  though  a 
great  number  of  them  were  grievously  wounded,  yet  they 
relate  there  was  not  one  to  whom  the  general's  oration  was 
not  more  painful  and  smarting  than  his  wounds. 

The  day  breaking,  a  scarlet  toga,  the  sign  of  instant 
battle,  was  displayed.  The  companies  marked  with  igno- 
miny begged  they  might  be  posted  in  the  foremost  place, 
and  obtained  their  request.  Then  the  tribunes  bring  forth 
the  rest  of  the  forces,  and  draw  them  up.  On  news  of 
which,  "  O  strange ! "  said  Hannibal,  "  what  will  you  do 
with  this  man,  who  can  bear  neither  good  nor  bad  fortune? 
He  is  the  only  man  who  neither  suffers  us  to  rest  when  he 
is  victor,  nor  rests  himself  when  he  is  overcome.  We  shall 
have,  it  seems,  perpetually  to  fight  with  him ;  as  in  good 
success  his  confidence,  and  in  ill  success  his  shame,  still 
urges  him  to  some  further  enterprise  ?  "  Then  the  armies 
engaged.  When  the  fight  was  doubtful,  Hannibal  com- 
manded the  elephants  to  be  brought  into  the  first  battalion, 
and  to  be  driven  upon  the  van  of  the  Romans.  When  the 
beasts,  trampling  upon  many,  soon  caused  disorder.  Flavins, 
a  tribune  of  soldiers,  snatching  an  ensign,  meets  them,  and 
wounding  the  first  elephant  with  the  spike  at  the  bottom 
of  the  ensign  stafl:,  puts  him  to  flight.  The  beast  turned 
around  upon  the  next,  and  drove  back  both  him  and  the 
rest  that  followed.  JNIarcellus,  seeing  this,  pours  in  his 
horse  with  great  force  upon  the  elephants,  and  upon  the 
enemy  disordered  by  their  flight.  The  horse,  making  a 
fierce  impression,  pursued  the  Carthaginians  home  to  their 
camp,  while  the  elephants,  wounded  and  running  upon  their 
own  party,  caused  a  considerable  slaughter.  It  is  said, 
more  than  eight  thousand  were  slain  ;  of  the  Roman  army 
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three  thousand,  and  almost  all  wounded.  This  gave  Han. 
nibal  opportunity  to  retire  in  the  silence  of  the  night,  and 
to  remove  to  greater  distance  from  Marcellus ;  who  was 
kept  from  pursuing  by  the  number  of  his  wounded  men, 
and  removed,  by  gentle  marches,  into  Campania,  and  spent 
the  summer  at  Sinuessa,  engaged  in  restoring  them. 

But  as  Hannibal,  having  disentangled  himself  from  Mar. 
cellus,  ranged  with  his  army  round  about  the  country,  and 
wasted  Italy  free  from  all  fear,  at  Rome  Marcellus  was 
evil  spoken  of.  Ills  detractors  induced  Publicius  Bibulus, 
tribune  of  the  people,  an  eloquent  and  violent  nun,  to 
undertake  his  accusation.  He,  by  assiduous  harangues, 
prevailed  upon  the  people  to  withdraw  from  Marcellus  the 
command  of  the  army ;  "•  Seeing  that  Marcellus,"  said  he, 
"  after  brief  exercise  in  the  war,  has  withdrawn  as  it  might 
be  from  the  wrestling  ground  to  the  warm  baths  to  refresh 
himself."  Marcellus,  on  hearing  this,  appointed  lieutenants 
over  his  camp,  and  hasted  to  Rome  to  refute  the  charge? 
against  him :  and  there  found  ready  drawn  up  an  impeach, 
ment  consisting  of  these  calumnies.  At  the  day  prefixed, 
In  the  Flaminian  circus,  into  which  place  the  people  had 
assembled  themselves,  Bibulus  rose  and  accused  him. 
Marcellus  himself  answered,  briefly  and  simply,  but  the 
first  and  mpst  approved  men  of  the  city  spoke  largely  and  iu 
high  terms,  very  freely  advising  the  people  not  to  show  thera. 
selves  worse  judges  than  the  enemy,  condemning  Marcellus 
of  timidity,  from  whom  alone  of  all  their  captains  the 
enemy  fled,  and  as  perpetually  endeavored  to  avoid  fighting 
with  him,  as  to  fight  with  others.  When  they  made  iin 
end  of  speaking,  the  accuser's  hope  to  obtain  judgment  so 
far  deceived  him,  that  Marcellus  was  not  only  absolved, 
but  the  fifth  time  created  consul. 

No  sooner  had  he  entered  upon  this  consulate,  but  he 
suppressed  a  great  commotion  in  Etruria,that  had  proceeded 
near  to  revolt,  and  visited  and  quieted  the  cities.  Then,wlien 
i.A.-  dfdication  of  the  temple,  which  he  had  vowed  outof 
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Sicilian  spoils  to  Honor  and  Virtue,  was  objected  to  by  the 
priests,  because  they  denied  that  one  temple  could  be  law- 
fully dedicated  to  two  gods,  he  began  to  adjoin  another  to 
it,  resenting  the  priests'  opposition,  and  almost  converting 
the  thing  into  an  omen.  And,  truly,  many  other  prodigies 
also  affrighted  him ;  some  temples  had  been  struck  with 
hghtning,  and  in  Jupiter's  temple  mice  had  gnawed  tlie 
gold;  it  was  reported,  also,  that  an  ox  had  spoken,  and  that 
a  boy  had  been  born  with  a  head  like  an  elephant's.  All 
which  prodigies  had  indeed  been  attended  to,  but  due 
reconciliation  had  not  been  obtained  from  the  gods.  The 
aruspices  therefore  detained  him  at  Rome,  glowing  and 
burning  with  desire  to  retui-n  to  the  war.  For  no  man  was 
ever  inflamed  with  so  great  desire  of  anything,  as  was  he 
to  fight  a  battle  with  Hannibal.  It  was  the  subject  of  his 
dreams  in  the  night,  the  topic  of  all  his  consultations  with 
his  friends  and  familiars,  nor  did  he  present  to  the  gods 
any  other  wish,  but  that  he  might  meet  Hannibal  in  the 
field.  And  I  think,  that  he  would  most  gladly  have  set 
upon  him,  with  both  armies  environed  within  a  single  camp. 
Had  he  not  been  even  loaded  with  honors,  and  had  he  not 
given  proofs  in  many  ways  of  his  maturity  of  judgment 
and  of  prudence  equal  to  that  of  any  commander,  you  might 
have  said,  that  he  was  agitated  by  a  youthful  ambition, 
above  what  became  a  man  of  that  age :  for  he  had  passed 
the  sixtieth  year  of  his  life  when  he  began  his  fifth  consul- 
ship. 

The  sacrifices  having  been  offered,  and  all  that  belonged 
to  the  propitiation  of  the  gods  performed,  according  to  the 
prescription  of  the  diviners,  he  at  last  with  his  colleague 
went  forth  to  carry  on  the  war.  He  tried  all  possible 
means  to  provoke  Hannibal,  who  at  that  time  had  a  standing 
camp  betwixt  Bantia  and  Venusia.  Hannibal  declined  an 
engagement,  but  having  obtained  intelligence  that  some 
troops  were  on  their  way  to  the  town  of  Locri  Epizephyrii, 
placing  an  ambush  under  the  little  hill  of  Petelia,  he  slew 
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two  thousand  five  IiuikUlhI  soldiers.  This  incensed  Mar. 
cellus  to  revenge  ;  and  he  therefore  moved  nearer  HanuibaL 
Betwixt  the  two  camps  was  a  httle  hill,  a  tolerably  secure 
post,  covered  with  wood ;  it  had  steep  descents  on  either 
side,  and  there  were  springs  of  water  seen  trickling  down. 
This  place  was  so  fit  and  advantageous,  that  the  Romans 
wondered  that  IlaQnibal,  who  had  come  thither  before 
them,  had  not  seized  upon  it,  but  had  left  it  to  the  enemies. 
But  to  him  the  place  had  seemed  commodious  indeed  for  a 
camp,  but  yet  more  commodious  for  an  ambuscade ;  and  to 
that  use  he  chose  to  put  it.  So  in  the  wood  and  tlie  hollows 
he  hid  a  number  of  archers  and  spearmen,  confident  that 
the  commodiousness  of  the  place  would  allure  the  Romans. 
Nor  was  he  deceived  in  his  expectation.  For  presently  in 
the  Roman  camp  they  talked  and  disputed,  as  if  they  had 
all  been  captains,  how  the  place  ought  to  be  seized,  and  what 
great  advantage  they  should  thereby  gain  upon  the  enemies, 
chiefly  if  they  transferred  their  camp  thither,  at  any  rate, 
if  they  strengthened  the  place  with  a  fort.  Marcellus 
resolved  to  go,  with  a  few  horse,  to  view  it.  Having  called 
a  diviner  he  proceeded  to  sacrifice.  In  the  first  victim  the 
aruspex  showed  him  the  liver  without  a  head ;  in  the 
second  the  Lead  appeared  of  unusual  size,  and  all  the  other 
indications  highly  promising.  When  these  seemed  sufiB- 
cient  to  free  them  from  the  dread  of  the  former,  the 
diviners  declared,  that  they  were  all  the  more  terrified  by 
the  latter;  because  entrails  too  fair  and  promising,  when 
they  appear  after  others  that  are  maimed  and  monstrous, 
render  the  change  doubtful  and  suspicious.  But 

Nor  Are  nor  brazen  wall  can  keep  out  fate; 

as  Pindar  observes.  Marcellus,  therefore,  taking  with  him 
his  colleague  Crispinus,  and  his  son,  a  tribune  of  soldiers, 
with  two  hundred  and  twenty  horse  at  most  (among  whom 
there  was  not  one  Roman,  but  all  were  Etruscans,  except 
forty  Fregellans,  of  whose  courage  and  fidelity  he  bad  oo 
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all  occasions  received  full  proof),  goes  to  view  the  place. 
The  hill  was  covered  with  woods  all  over ;  on  the  top  of  it 
sat  a  scout  concealed  from  the  sight  of  the  enemy,  but  hav- 
ing the  Roman  camp  exposed  to  his  view.  Upon  signs 
received  from  him,  the  men  that  were  placed  in  ambush 
stirred  not  till  Marcellus  came  near ;  and  then  all  starting 
ap  in  an  instant,  and  encompassing  him  from- all  sides, 
attacked  him  with  darts,  struck  about  and  wounded  the 
backs  of  those  that  fled,  and  pressed  upon  those  who  re- 
sisted. These  were  the  forty  Fregellans.  For  though  the 
Etruscans  fled  in  the  very  beginning  of  the  fight,  the  Fi-e- 
gellans  formed  themselves  into  a  ring,  bravely  defending 
the  consuls,  till  Crispinus,  struck  with  two  darts,  turned 
his  horse  to  fly  away ;  and  Marcellus's  side  was  run 
through  with  a  lance  with  a  broad  head.  Then  the  Fre- 
gellans, also,  the  few  that  remained  alive,  leaving  the  fallen 
consul,  and  rescuing  young  Marcellus,  who  also  was 
wounded,  got  into  the  camp  by  flight.  There  were  slain 
not  much  above  forty ;  flve  lictors  and  eighteen  horsemen 
came  alive  into  the  enemy's  hands.  Crispinus  also  died  of 
his  wounds  a  few  days  after.  Such  a  disaster  as  the  loss 
of  both  consuls  in  a  single  engagement  was  one  that  had 
never  before  befallen  the  Romans. 

Hannibal,  little  valuing  the  other  events,  as  soon  as  he 
was  told  of  Marcellus's  death,  immediately  hasted  to  the 
hill.  Viewing  the  body,  and  continuing  for  some  time  to 
observe  its  strength  and  shape,  he  allowed  not  a  word  to 
fall  from  hira  expressive  of  the  least  pride  or  arrogancy, 
nor  did  he  show  in  his  countenance  any  sign  of  gladness, 
as  another  perhaps  would  have  done,  when  his  fierce  and 
troublesome  enemy  had  been  taken  away ;  but  amazed  by 
BO  sudden  and  unexpected  an  end,  taking  off  nothing  but 
his  ring,  gave  order  to  have  the  body  properly  clad  and 
adorned  and  honorably  burned.  The  relics  put  into  a  sil- 
ver urn,  with  a  crown  of  gold  to  cover  it,  he  sent  back  to 
his  son.   But  some  of  the  Numidians  setting  upon  these 
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that  were  carrying  the  urn,  took  it  from  them  by  force,  and 
cast  away  the  bones;  which  being  told  to  Hannibal,  «'It 
is  impossible,  it  seems  then,"  he  said,  "  to  do  anything 
against  the  will  of  God!"  lie  punished  the  Numidians; 
but  took  no  further  care  of  sending  or  re-collecting  the 
bones ;  conceiving  that  Marcellus  so  fell,  and  so  lay  un- 
buried,  by  a  certain  fate.  So  Cornelius  Nepos  and  Vaerius 
Maximus  have  left  upon  record :  but  Livy  and  Augustus 
Csesar  af&rm,  that  the  urn  was  brought  to  his  son,  and 
honored  with  a  magnificent  funeral.  Besides  the  menu, 
ments  raised  for  him  at  Rome,  there  was  dedicated  to  his 
memory  at  Catana  in  Sicily,  an  ample  wrestling  place  called 
after  him ;  statues  and  pictures,  out  of  those  he  took  from 
Syracuse,  were  set  up  in  Samothrace,  in  the  temple  of  the 
gods,  named  Cabiri,  and  in  that  of  Minerva  at  Lindus, 
where  also  there  was  a  statue  of  him,  says  Posidonius,  with 
the  following  inscription  : — 

This  was,  0  stranger,  once  Bome's  star  divine, 
Claudius  Marcellus  of  an  ancient  line ; 
To  fight  her  wars  seven  times  her  consul  made, 
Low  in  the  dust  her  enemies  he  laid. 

The  writer  of  the  inscription  has  added  to  Marcellus's 
five  consulates,  his  two  proconsulates.  His  progeny  con- 
tinued in  high  honor  even  down  to  Marcellus,  son  of 
Octavia,  sister  of  Augustus,  whom  she  bore  to  her  husband 
Caius  Marcellus ;  and  who  died  a  bridegroom,  in  the  year 
of  his  sedileship,  having  not  long  before  married  Caesar's 
daughter.  His  mother,  Octavia,  dedicated  the  library  to 
his  honor  and  memory,  and  Csesar,  the  theatre  which  bears 
his  name. 
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These  are  the  memorable  things  I  have  found  in  hlsto- 
r'ans,  concerning  Marcellus  and  Pelopidas.  Betwixt  which 
two  great  men,  though  in  natural  character  and  manners 
they  nearly  resembled  each  other,  because  both  were 
valiant  and  diligent,  daring  and  high-spirited,  there  was 
yet  some  diversity  in  the  one  point,  that  Marcellus  in  many 
cities  which  he  reduced  under  his  power,  committed  great 
slaughter ;  but  Epaminondas  and  Pelopidas  never  after  any 
victory  put  men  to  death,  or  reduced  citizens  to  slavery. 
And  we  are  told,  too,  that  the  Thebans  would  not,  had  these 
been  present,  have  taken  the  measures  they  did,  against 
the  Orchomenians.  Marcellus's  exploits  against  the  Gauls 
are  admirable  and  ample ;  when,  accompanied  by  a  few 
horse,  he  defeated  and  put  to  flight  a  vast  number  of  horse 
and  foot  together  (an  action  you  cannot  easily  in  historians 
find  to  have  been  done  by  any  other  captain),  and  took  their 
king  prisoner.  To  which  honor  Pelopidas  aspired,  but  did 
not  attain ;  he  was  killed  by  the  tyrant  in  the  attempt.  But 
to  these  you  may  perhaps  oppose  those  two  most  glorious 
battles  at  Leuctra  and  Tegyrse  ;  and  we  have  no  statement 
of  any  achievement  of  Marcellus,  by  stealth  or  ambuscade, 
such  as  were  those  of  Pelopidas,  when  he  returned  from 
exile,  and  killed  the  tyrants  at  Thebes  ;  which,  indeed,  may 
claim  to  be  called  the  first  in  rank  of  all  achievements  ever 
performed  by  secrecy  and  cunning.  Hannibal  was,  indeed, 
a  most  formidable  enemy  for  the  Romans ;  but  so  for  that 
matter  were  the  Lacedaemonians  for  the  Thebans.  And 
that  these  were,  in  the  fights  of  Leuctra  and  Tegyrse, 
beaten  and  put  to  flight  by  Pelopidas,  is  confessed  j  whereas^ 
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Polybius  writes,  that  Hannibal  was  never  so  much  as  once 
vanquished  by  :\rarcellus,  but  remained  invincible  in  all 
encounters,  till  Scipio  came.  I  myself,  indeed,  have  fol. 
lowed  rather  Livy,  Cajsar,  Cornelius  Xepos,  and,  anions^ 
the  Greeks,  king  Juba,  in  stating  that  the  troops  of  Hanni- 
bal  were  in  some  encounters  routed  and  put  to  flight  by 
Marcellus ;  but  certainly  these  defeats  conduced  little  to 
the  sum  of  the  war.  It  would  seem  as  if  they  had  been 
merely  feints  of  some  sort  on  the  part  of  the  Carthaginians 
What  was  indeed  truly  and  really  admirable  was,  that  the 
Romans,  after  the  defeat  of  so  many  armies,  the  slaughter 
of  so  many  captains,  and,  in  fine,  the  confusion  of  almost 
the  whole  Roman  empire,  still  showed  a  courage  equal  to 
their  losses,  and  were  as  willing  as  their  enemies  to  engage 
in  new  battles.  And  Marcellus  was  the  one  man  who 
overcame  the  great  and  inveterate  fear  and  dread,  and 
revived,  raised,  and  confirraed  the  spirits  of  the  soldiers  to 
that  degree  of  emulation  and  bravery,  that  would  not  let 
them  easily  yield  the  victory,  but  made  them  contend  for 
it  to  the  last.  For  the  same  men,  whom  continual  defeats 
had  accustomed  to  think  themselves  happy,  if  they  could 
but  save  themselves  by  running  from  Hannibal,  were  by 
him  taught  to  esteem  it  base  and  ignominious  to  return  safe 
but  unsuccessful;  to  be  ashamed  to  confess  that  they  had 
yielded  one  step  in  the  terrors  of  the  fight ;  and  to  grieve 
to  extremity  if  they  were  not  victorious. 

In  short,  as  Pelopidas  was  never  overcome  in  any  battle, 
where  himself  was  present  and  commanded  in  chief,  and  as 
Marcellus  gained  more  victories  than  any  of  his  contempo- 
raries, truly  he  that  could  not  be  easily  overcome,  consid 
ering  his  many  successes,  may  fairly  be  compared  with  him 
who  was  undefeated.  Marcellus  took  Syracuse ;  whereas  Pe- 
lopidas was  frustrated  of  his  hope  of  capturing  Sparta,  But 
in  my  judgment  it  w-ns  more  difficult  to  advance  his  stand- 
ard even  to  the  walls  of  Sparta,  and  to  be  the  first  of  mortals 
that  ever  passed  the  river  Eurotas  in  arms,  than  it  was  to  re- 
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duce  Sicily ;  unless,  indeed,  we  say  that  that  adventure  is 
with  more  of  right  to  be  attributed  to  Epaniinondas,  as  was 
also  the  Leuctrian  battle;  whereas  Marcellus's  renown,  and 
the  glory  of  his  brave  actions,  came  entire  and  undiminished 
to  him  alone.  For  he  alone  took  Syracuse ;  and  without 
his  colleague's  help  defeated  the  Gauls,  and,  when  all  others 
declined,  alone,  without  one  companion,  ventured  to  en- 
gage with  Hannibal ;  and  changing  the  aspect  of  the  war 
first  showed  the  example  of  daring  to  attack  him. 

I  cannot  commend  the  death  of  either  of  these  great 
men ;  the  suddenness  and  strangeness  of  their  ends  gives 
me  a  feeling  rather  of  pain  and  distress.  Hannibal  has  my 
admiration  who,  in  so  many  severe  conflicts,  more  than 
can  be  reckoned  in  one  day,  never  received  so  much  as  one 
wound.  I  honor  Chrysantes  also  (in  Xenophon's  Cyropse- 
dia),  who,  having  raised  his  sword  in  the  act  of  striking 
his  enemy,  so  soon  as  a  retreat  was  sounded,  left  him,  and 
retired  sedately  and  modestly.  Yet  the  anger  which  pro- 
voked Pelopidas  to  pursue  revenge  in  the  heat  of  fight  may 
excuse  him. 

The  first  thing  tor  a  captain  is  to  gain 

Safe  victory ;  the  next  to  be  with  honor  slain, 

as  Euripides  says.  For  then  he  cannot  be  said  to  suffer 
death ;  it  is  rather  to  be  called  an  action.  The  very  object, 
too,  of  Pelopidas's  victory,  which  consisted  in  the  slaughter 
of  the  tyrant,  presenting  itself  to  his  eyes,  did  not  wholly 
carry  him  away  unadvisedly :  he  could  not  easily  expect 
again  to  have  another  equally  glorious  occasion  for  the 
exercise  of  his  courage,  in  a  noble  and  honorable  cause. 
But  Marcellus,  when  it  made  little  to  his  advantage,  and 
when  no  such  violent  ardor  as  present  danger  naturally 
calls  out  transported  him  to  passion,  throwing  himself  into 
danger  fell  into  an  unexplored  ambush  ;  he,  namely,  who 
had  borne  five  consulates,  led  three  triumphs,  won  the 
spoils  and  glories  of  kings  and  victories,  to  act  the  part  of 
a  mere  scout,  or  sentinel,  and  to  expose  all  his  achieve* 
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ments  to  be  trod  under  foot  by  the  mercenary  Spaniards  and 
Numidians,  who  sold  themselves  and  their  lives  to  the  Car- 
thaginians ;  so  that  even  they  themselves  felt  unworthy, 
and  almost  grudged  themselves  the  unhoped-for  success  of 
having  cut  off,  among  a  few  Fregellan  scouts,  the  most 
valiant,  the  most  potent,  and  most  renowned  of  the  Ro- 
mans.  Let  no  man  think  that  w^e  have  thus  spoken  out  of 
a  design  to  accuse  these  noble  men  ;  it  is  merely  an  expres 
sion  of  frank  indignation  in  their  own  behalf,  at  seeing 
them  thus  wasting  all  their  other  virtues  upon  that  of 
bravery,  and  throwing  away  their  lives,  as  if  the  loss 
would  be  only  felt  by  themselves,  and  not  by  their  country, 
allies,  and  friends. 

After  Pelopidas's  death,  his  friends,  for  whom  he  died, 
made  a  funeral  for  him ;  the  enemies,  by  whom  he  had 
been  killed,  made  one  for  Marcellus.  A  noble  and  happy 
lot  indeed  the  former ;  yet  there  is  something  higher  and 
greater  in  the  admiration  rendered  by  enemies  to  the  vir- 
tue that  had  been  their  own  obstacle,  than  in  the  grateful 
acknowledgments  of  friends.  Since,  in  the  one  case,  it  is 
virtue  alone  that  challenges  itself  the  honor ;  while,  in  the 
other,  it  may  be  rather  men's  personal  profit  and  advan- 
tage that  is  the  real  origin  of  what  they  do. 


ahistwes. 
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ARISTIDES. 

Aeistides,  the  son  of  Lysimachus,  was  of  the  tribe  Anti- 
ochis,  and  township  of  Alopece.  As  to  wealth,  statements 
differ ;  some  say  he  passed  his  life  in  extreme  poverty,  and 
left  behind  liim  two  daughters  whose  indigence  long  kept 
tbera  unmarried  ;  but  Demetrius,  the  Phalerian,  in  opposi- 
tion to  this  general  report,  professes  in  his  Socrates,  to 
know  a  farm  at  Phalerum  going  by  Artistides's  name, 
where  he  was  interred  ;  and,  as  marks  of  his  opulence,  ad- 
duces first,  tlie  office  of  archon  eponymus,  which  he  ob- 
tained by  the  lot  of  the  bean  ;  which  was  confined  to  the 
highest  assessed  families,  called  the  Pentacosiomedimni ; 
second,  the  ostracism,  which  was  not  usually  inflicted  on 
the  poorer  citizens,  but  on  those  of  great  houses,  whose 
station  exposed  them  to  envy  ;  third  and  last,  that  he  left 
certain  tripods  in  the  temple  of  Bacchus,  offerings  for  his 
victory  in  conducting  the  representation  of  dramatic  per- 
formances, which  were  even  in  our  age  still  to  be  seen,  re- 
taining this  inscription  upon  them,  "  The  tribe  Antiochis 
obtained  the  victory :  Aristides  defrayed  the  chai'ges ; 
Archestratus's  play  was  acted."  But  this  argument,  though 
in  appearance  the  strongest,  is  of  the  least  moment  of  any. 
For  Epaminondas,  who  all  the  world  knows  was  educated, 
and  lived  his  whole  life  in  much  poverty,  and  also  Plato, 
the  philosopher,  exhibited  magnificent  shows,  the  one  an 
entertainment  of  flute-players,  the  other  of  dithyrambio 
singers ;  Dion,  the  Syracusan,  supplying  the  expenses  of 
the  latter,  and  Pelopidas  those  of  Epaminondas.  For  good 
men  do  not  allow  themselves  in  any  inveterate  and  irrecon- 
cilable hostility  to  receiving  presents  from  their  friends, 
but  while  looking  upon  those  that  are  accepted  to  be  hoard- 
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ed  up  and  w  ith  avaricious  intentions,  as  sordid  and  mean, 
they  do  not  refuse  such  as,  apart  from  all  profit,  gratify  the 
pure  love  of  honor  and  magnificence.  Pangetius,  again, 
shows  that  Demetrius  was  deceived  concerning  the  tripod 
by  an  identity  of  name.  For,  from  the  Persian  war  to  the 
end  of  the  Peloponnesian,  there  are  upon  record  only  two 
of  the  name  of  Aristides,  who  defrayed  the  expense  of  rep- 
resenting  plays  and  gained  the  prize,  neither  of  which  was 
the  same  with  the  son  of  Lysimachus ;  but  the  father  of 
the  one  was  Xenophilus,  and  the  other  lived  at  a  mucii 
later  time,  as  the  way  of  writing,  which  is  that  in  use  since 
the  time  of  Euclides,  and  the  addition  of  the  name  of  Ar- 
chestratus  prove,  a  name  which,  in  the  time  of  the  Persian 
war,  no  writer  mentions,  but  which  several,  during  tlie 
Peloponnesian  war,  record  as  that  of  a  dramatic  poet.  The 
argument  of  Panaetius  requires  to  be  more  closely  con- 
sidered. But  as  for  the  ostracism,  every  one  was  liable  to 
it,  whom  his  reputation,  birth,  or  eloquence  raised  above 
the  common  level ;  insomuch  that  even  Damon,  preceptor 
to  Pericles,  was  thus  banished,  because  he  seemed  a  man 
of  more  than  ordinary  sense.  And,  moreover,  Idomeneus 
says,  that  Aristides  was  not  made  archon  by  the  lot  of  the 
bean,  but  the  free  election  of  the  people.  And  if  he  held 
the  office  after  the  battle  of  Platasa,  as  Demetrius  himself 
has  written,  it  is  very  probable  that  his  great  reputation 
and  success  in  the  war  made  him  be  preferred  for  his 
virtue  to  an  office  which  others  received  in  consideration 
of  their  wealth.  But  Demetrius  manifestly  is  eagernot 
only  to  exempt  Aristides,  but  Socrates  likewise,  from 
poverty,  as  from  a  great  evil;  telling  us  that  the  latter  had 
not  only  a  house  of  his  own,  but  also  seventy  minse  put  out 
at  interest  with  Crito. 

Aristides  being  tlie  friend  and  supporter  of  that  Clis- 
thenes,  who  settled  the  government  after  the  expulsion  of  the 
tyrants,  and  emulating  and  admiring  Lycurgus,  the  Lace* 
•isemonian,  above  all  politicians,  adhered  to  the  aristocratt-i 
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jsal  principles  of  government ;  and  had  Themis tocles,  son  to 
Neocles,  his  adversary  on  the  side  of  the  populace.  Some 
say  that,  being  boys  and  bred  up  together  from  their 
infancy,  they  were  always  at  variance  with  each  other  in  all 
their  words  and  actions,  as  well  serious  as  playful,  and  that 
in  this  their  early  contention  they  soon  made  proof  of  their 
natural  inclinations;  the  one  being  ready,  adventurous, 
and  subtle,  engaging  readily  and  eagerly  in  everything; 
the  other  of  a  staid  and  settled  temper,  intent  on  the  ex- 
ercise  of  justice,  not  admitting  any  degree  of  falsity,  inde- 
corum, or  trickery,  no,  not  so  much  as  at  his  play.  Ariston 
of  Chios  says  the  first  origin  of  the  enmity  which  rose  to 
so  gi'eat  a  height,  was  a  love  affair ;  they  were  rivals  for 
the  affection  of  the  beautiful  Stesilaus  of  Ceos,  and  were 
passionate  beyond  all  moderation,  and  did  not  lay  aside 
their  animosity  when  the  beauty  that  had  excited  it  passed 
iway;  but,  as  if  it  had  only  exercised  them  in  it,  imme- 
iiately  carried  their  heats  and  differences  into  public 
jusiness. 

Themistocles,  therefore,  joining  an  association  of  parti- 
lans,  fortified  himself  with  considerable  strength;  inso- 
nuch  that  when  some  one  told  him  that  were  he  impartial, 
le  would  make  a  good  magistrate  ;  "  I  wish,"  replied  he, 
'  I  may  never  sit  on  that  tribunal  where  my  friends  shall 
lot  plead  a  greater  privilege  than  strangers."    But  Aristi- 
es  walked,  so  to  say,  alone  on  his  own  path  in  politics, 
eing  unwilling,  in  the  first  place,  to  go  along  with  his  asso- 
iates  in  ill-doing,  or  to  cause  them  vexation  by  not  gratify- 
ig  their  wishes ;  and,  secondly,  observing  that  many  were 
acouraged  by  the  support  they  had  in  their  friends  to  act 
ijuriously,  he  was  cautious;  being  of  opinion  that  the 
itegrity  of  his  words  and  actions  was  the  only  right 
Jcurity  for  a  good  citizen. 

However,  Themistocles  making  many  dangerous  altera- 
ons,  and  withstanding  and  interrupting  him  in  the  whole 
iries  of  his  actions,  Aristides  also  was  necessitated  to  set 
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himself  against  all  Theniistocles  did,  partly  in  self-deiena 

and  partly  to  impede  his  power  from  still  increasing  by  th 
favor  of  the  multitude;  esteeming  it  better  to  let  slip  som* 
public  conveniences,  rather  than  that  he  by  prevailinj 
should  become  powerful  in  all  things.  In  fine,  when  h( 
once  had  opposed  Themistocles  in  some  measures  that  we« 
expedient,  and  had  got  the  better  of  him,  he  could  not  w. 
frain  from  saying,  when  he  left  the  assembly,  that  unless 
they  sent  Themistocles  and  himself  to  the  barathrum,  there 
could  be  no  safety  for  Athens.  Another  time,  when  nrg. 
ing  some  proposal  upon  the  people,  though  there  were 
much  opposition  and  stirring  against  it,  he  yet  was  gaining 
the  day ;  but  just  as  the  president  of  the  assembly  was 
about  to  put  it  to  the  vote,  perceiving  by  what  had  been 
said  in  debate  the  inexpediency  of  his  advice,  he  let  it  fall 
Also  he  often  brought  in  his  bills  by  other  persons,  lest 
Themistocles,  through  party  spirit  against  him,  should  be 
any  hindrance  to  the  good  of  the  public. 

In  all  the  vicissitudes  of  public  affairs,  the  constancy 
he  showed  was  admirable,  not  being  e'^ted  with  honors, 
and  demeaning  himself  tranquilly  and  sedately  in  adver 
sity ;  holding  the  opinion  that  he  ought  to  offer  himself  t« 
the  service  of  his  country  without  mercenary  views  and 
irrespectively  of  any  reward,  not  only  of  riches,  but  even 
of  glory  itself.  Hence  it  came,  probably,  that  at  the  recital 
of  these  verses  of  ^schylus  in  the  theatre,  relating  to 
Amphiaraus, 

For  not  at  seeming  just,  but  being  so 
He  alms ;  and  from  his  depth  ot  soil  below 
Harvests  of  wise  and  prudent  counsels  grow, 

the  eyes  of  all  the  spectators  turned  on  Aristides,a3  if  thii 
virtue,  in  an  especial  manner,  belonged  to  him. 

He  was  a  most  determined  champion  for  justice,  not  only 
against  feelings  of  friendship  and  favor,  but  wrath  and 
malice.  Thus  it  is  reported  of  him  that  when  prosecutinj 
the  law  against  one  who  was  his  enemy,  on  the  judges  aftei 


accusation  refusing  to  hear  the  criminal,  and  proceeding 
immediately  to  pass  sentence  upon  him,  he  rose  in  haste 
from  his  seat  and  joined  in  petition  with  him  for  a  hearing, 
and  that  he  might  enjoy  the  privilege  of  the  law.  Another 
time,  when  judging  between  two  private  persons,  on  the 
one  declaring  his  adversary  had  very  much  injured  Aris- 
tides ;  "  Tell  me  rather,  good  friend,"  he  said,  "  what  wrong 
he  has  done  you ;  for  it  is  your  cause,  not  my  own,  which  I 
now  sit  judge  of."  Being  chosen  to  the  charge  of  the 
public  revenue,  he  made  it  appear,  that  not  only  those  of 
his  time,  but  the  preceding  ofiBcers,  had  alienated  much 
treasure,  and  especially  Themistocles  : — 

Well  known  he  was  an  able  man  to  be. 
But  with  his  Angers  apt  to  be  too  free. 

Therefore,  Themistocles  associating  several  persons  against 
Aristides,  and  impeaching  him  when  he  gave  in  his  ac- 
counts, caused  hira  to  be  condemned  of  robbing  the  public ; 
so  Idomeneus  states ;  but  the  best  and  chiefest  men  of  the 
city  much  resenting  it,  he  wus  not  only  exempted  from  the 
fine  imposed  upon  him,  but  likewise  again  called  to  the 
game  employment.   Pretending  now  to  repent  him  to  his 
former  practice,  and  carrying  himself  with  more  remiss- 
ness, he  became  acceptable  to  such  as  pillaged  the  treasury, 
by  not  detecting  or  calling  them  to  an  exact  account.  So 
that  those  who  had  their  fill  of  the  public  money  began 
liighly  to  applaud  Aristides,  and  sued  to  the  people  making 
nterest  to  have  him  once  more  chosen  treasurer.  But 
yhen  they  were  upon  the  point  of  election,  he  reproved  the 
Uhenians.   "  When  I  discharged  my  office  well  and  faith- 
fully," said  he,  "  Iwas  insulted  and  abused;  but  now  that  I 
lave  allowed  the  public  thieves  in  a  variety  of  malpractices, 
am  considered  an  admirable  patriot.   I  am  more  ashamed, 
'herefore,  of  this  present  honor  than  of  the  former  sen- 
snce ;  and  I  commiserate  your  condition,  with  whom  it  is 
lore  praiseworthy  to  oblige  ill  men  than  to  conserve  the 
Bvenueof  the  public."    Saying  thus,  and  proceeding  to 
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expose  the  thefts  that  had  been  committed,  he  stopped  the 
mouths  of  those  who  cried  hiin  up  and  vouched  for  him 
but  gamed  real  and  true  commendations  from  the  best 
men. 

When  Datis,  behig  sent  by  Darius  under  pretence  of  pun- 
ishing  the  Athenians  for  their  burning  of  Sardis,  but  in 
reality  to  reduce  the  Greeks  under  his  dominion,  landed 
at  Marathon  and  laid  waste  the  country,  among  the  ten 
commanders  appointed  by  the  Athenians  for  the  war, 
Miltiades  was  of  the  greatest  name ;  but  the  second  place, 
both  for  reputation  and  power,  was  possessed  by  Aristides- 
and  when  his  opinion  to  join  battle  was  added  to  thatol 
Miltiades,  it  did  much  to  incline  the  balance.  Kvery  leader 
by  his  day  having  the  command  in  chief  when  it  came  to 
Aristides's  turn,  he  delivered  it  into  the  hands  of  Miltiades, 
showing  his  fellow-officers,  that  it  is  not  dishonorable  to 
obey  and  follow  wise  and  able  men,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
noble  and  prudent.  So  appeasing  their  rivalry,  and  bring- 
ing them  to  acquiesce  in  one  and  the  best  advice,  he  con- 
firmed Miltiades  in  the  strength  of  an  undivided  and  un- 
molested  authority.  For  now  every  one,  yielding  his  day 
of  command,  looked  for  orders  only  to  him.  During  the 
fight  the  main  body  of  the  Athenians  being  the  hardest  put 
to  it,  the  barbarians,  for  a  long  time,  making  opposition 
there  against  the  tribes  Leontis  and  Antiochis,  Themistocles 
and  Aristides  being  ranged  together,  fouglit  valiantly ;  the 
one  being  of  the  tribe  Leontis,  the  other  of  the  Antiochis. 
But  after  they  had  beaten  the  barbarians  back  to  tlieir 
ships,  and  perceived  that  they  sailed  not  for  the  isles,  but 
were  driven  in  by  the  force  of  sea  and  wind  towards  the 
country  of  Attica,  fearing  lest  they  should  take  the  city, 
unprovided  of  defence,  they  hurried  away  thither  with 
nine  tribes,  and  reached  it  the  same  day.  Aristides,  being 
left  with  his  tribe  at  Marathon  to  guard  the  plunder  and 
prisoners,  did  not  disappoint  tlie  opinion  they  nad  of  him. 
Amidst  the  profusion  of  gold  and  silver,  all  sorts  of  appaM 
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and  other  property,  more  than  can  be  mentioned,  that  were 
in  the  tents  and  the  vessels  which  they  hud  taken,  he 
neither  felt  the  desire  to  meddle  with  anything  himself, 
nor  suffered  others  to  do  it;  unless  it  might  be  some  who 
took  away  anything  unknown  to  him;  as  Callias,  the 
torch-bearer,  did.  One  of  the  barbarians,  it  seems, 
prostrated  himself  before  this  man,  supposing  him  to  be  a 
king  by  his  hair  and  fillet ;  and,  when  he  had  so  done,  tak- 
ing him  by  the  hand,  showed  him  a  great  quantity  of  gold 
hid  in  a  ditch.  But  Callias,  most  cruel  and  impious  of 
men,  took  away  the  treasure,  but  slew  the  man,  lest  he 
should  tell  of  him.  Hence,  they  say,  the  comic  poets 
gave  his  family  the  name  of  Zaccoj^Iuti,  or  enriched  by  the 
ditch,  alluding  to  the  place  where  Callias  found  the  gold. 
Aristides,  immediately  after  this,  was  archon;  although 
Demetrius,  the  Phalerian,  says  he  lield  the  office  a  little 
before  he  died  after  the  battle  of  Plattea.  But  in  the 
records  of  the  successors  of  Xanthippides,  in  whose  year 
Mardonius  was  overthrown  at  Platsea,  amongst  very  many 
there  mentioned,  there  is  not  so  much  as  one  of  the  same 
name  as  Aristides;  while  immediately  after  Phtenippus, 
during  whose  term  of  office  they  obtained  the  victory  of 
Marathon,  Aristides  is  registered. 

Of  all  his  virtues,  the  common  people  were  most  affected 
with  his  justice,  because  of  its  continual  and  common  use  ; 
and  thus,  although  of  mean  fortune  and  ordinary  birth,  he 
possessed  himself  of  the  most  kingly  and  divine  appella- 
tion of  Just :  Avhich  kings  however  and  tyrants  have  never 
sought  after;  but  have  taken  delight  to  be  surnamed 
besiegers  of  cities,  thunderers,  conquerors,  or  eagles  again, 
and  hawks ;  affecting,  it  seems,  the  reputation  which  pro- 
ceeds from  power  and  violence,  rather  than  that  of  virtue. 
Although  the  divinity,  to  whom  they  desire  to  compare 
and  assimilate  themselves,  excels,  it  is  supposed,  in  three 
things,  immortality,  power,  and  virtue;  of  which  three 
the  noblest  and  divinest  is  virtue.   For  the  elements'  ai^ij 
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vacuum  have  an  everlasting  existence ;  earthquakes,  thun. 
ders,  storms,  and  torrents  have  great  power ;  but  in  justice 
and  equity  nothing  participates  except  by  means  of  reason 
and  the  knowledge  of  that  which  is  divine.  And  thus, 
taking  the  three  varieties  of  feeling  commonly  entertained 
towards  the  deity,  the  sense  of  his  happiness,  fear,  and 
honor  of  him,  people  would  seem  to  think  him  blest  and 
happy  for  his  exemption  from  death  and  corruption,  to  fear 
and  dread  him  for  his  power  and  dominion,  but  to  love, 
honor,  and  adore  him  for  his  justice.  Yet  though  thus  dis- 
posed,  they  covet  that  immortality  which  our  nature  is  not 
capable  of,  and  that  power  the  greatest  part  of  which  is  at 
the  disposal  of  fortune  ;  but  give  virtue,  the  only  divine  good 
really  in  our  reach,  the  last  place,  most  unwisely ;  since 
justice  makes  the  life  of  such  as  are  in  prosperity,  power, 
and  authority  the  life  of  a  god,  and  injustice  turns  it  to 
that  of  a  beast. 

Aristides,  therefore,  had  at  first  the  fortune  to  be  be- 
loved for  this  surname,  but  at  length  envied.  Especially 
when  Themistocles  spread  a  rumor  amongst  the  people, 
that,  by  determining  and  judging  all  matters  privately,  he 
had  destroyed  the  courts  of  judicature,  and  was  secretly 
making  way  for  a  monarchy  in  his  own  person,  without  the 
assistance  of  guards.  Moreover,  the  spirit  of  the  people, 
now  grown  high,  and  confident  with  their  late  victory, 
naturally  entertained  feelings  of  dislike  to  all  of  more  than 
common  fame  and  reputation.  Coming  together,  therefore, 
from  all  parts  into  the  city,  they  banished  Aristides  by  the 
ostracism,  giving  their  jealousy  of  his  reputation  the 
name  of  fear  of  tyraiuiy.  For  ostracism  was  not  the  pun- 
ishment of  any  criminal  act,  but  was  speciously  said  to  be 
the  mere  depression  and  humiliation  of  excessive  greatness 
and  power;  and  was  in  fact  a  gentle  relief  and  mitigation 
of  envious  feeling,  wliicli  was  thus  allowed  to  vent  itself  in 
inflicting  no  intolerable  injury,  only  a  ten  years'  banish- 
ment.   But  after  it  came  to  be  exercised  upon  base  and 


AHlSTILES. 


villanous  fellows,  they  desisted  from  it ;  Hyperbolus  being 
the  last  whom  they  banished  by  the  ostracism. 

The  cause  of  Hyperbolus's  banishment  is  said  to  have 
been  this.   Alcibiades  and  Nicias,  men  that  bore  the  great- 
est sway  in  the  city,  were  of  different  factions.   As  the 
people,  therefore,  were  about  to  vote  the  ostracism,  and 
obviously  to  decree  it  against  one  of  them,  consulting  to- 
gether and  uniting  their  parties,  they  contrived  the  ban- 
ishment of  Hyperbolus.    Upon  which  the  people,  being 
offended,  as  if  some  contempt  or  affront  was  put  upon  the 
thing,  left  off  and  quite  abolished  it.   It  was  performed,  to 
be  short,  in  this  manner.   Every  one  taking  an  ostracon,  a 
sherd,  that  is,  or  piece  of  earthenware,  wrote  upon  it  the 
citizen's  name  he  would  have  banished,  and  carried  it  to 
a  certain  part  of  the  market-place  surrounded  with  wooden 
rails.  First,  the  magistrates  numbered  all  the  sherds  in 
?ross  (for  if  there  were  less  than  six  thousand,  the  ostra- 
jism  was  imperfect)  ;  then,  laying  every  name  by  itself,  they 
aronounced  him  whose  name  was  written  by  the  larger 
lumber  banished  for  ten  years,  with  the  enjoyment  of  his 
state.  As,  therefore,  they  were  writing  the  names  on  the 
herds,  it  is  reported  that  an  illiterate  clownish  fellow, 
;iving  Aristides  his  sherd,  supposing  him  a  common  citizen, 
legged  him  to  write  Aristides  upon  it ;  and  he  being  sur- 
rised  and  asking  if  Aristides  had  ever  done  him  any  injury. 
None  at  all,"  said  he,  "  neither  know  I  the  man  ;  but  I  am 
red  of  hearing  him  everywhere  called  the  Just."  Aris- 
des,  hearing  this,  is  said  to  have  made  no  reply,  but  re- 
irnedthe  sherd  with  his  own  name  inscribed.   At  his  de- 
irtnve  from  the  city,  lifting  up  his  hands  to  heaven,  he 
lade  a  prayer  (the  reverse,  it  would  seem,  of  that  of 
chilles),  that  the  Athenians  might  never  have  any  occa- 
on  which  should  constrain  them  to  remember  Aristides. 
Nevertheless,  three  years  after,  when  Xerxes  marched 
irough  Thessaly  andBoeotia  into  the  country  of  Attica,  re- 
alingthe  law,  they  decreed  the  return  of  the  banished: 
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chiefly  fearing  Aristides,  lest,  joining  liimself  to  the  enemy, 
he  should  corrupt  and  bring  over  many  of  his  fellow-citizena 
to  the  party  of  the  barbarians  ;  much  mistaking  tlie  man, 
who,  already  before  the  decree,  was  exerting  liimself  to  excite 
and  encourage  the  Greeks  to  the  defence  of  their  liberty. 
And  afterwards,  when  Themistocles  was  general  with  abso- 
lute power,  he  assisted  him  in  all  ways  both  in  action  and 
counsel ;  rendering,  in  consideration  of  the  common  secu. 
rity,  the  greatest  enemy  he  had  the  most  glorious  of  men. 
For  when  Eurybiades  was  deliberating  to  desert  the  isle 
of  Salarais,  and  the  galleys  of  the  barbarians  putting  out 
by  night  to  sea  surrounded  and  beset  the  narrow  passage 
and  islands,  and  nobody  was  aware  how  they  were  envi- 
roned, Aristides,  with  great  hazard,  sailed  from  .Egiiia 
through  the  enemy's  fleet ;  and  coming  by  night  to  Tlienils. 
tocles's  tent,  and  calling  him  out  by  himself ;  "  If  we  have 
any  discretion,"  said  he,  "Themistocles,  laying  aside  at  this 
time  our  vain  and  childish  contention,  let  us  enter  upon  a 
safe  and  honorable  dispute,  vying  with  each  other  for  the 
preservation  of  Greece  ;  you  in  the  ruling  and  commanding, 
I  in  the  subservient  and  advising  part ;  even,  indeed.,  as  I 
now  understand  you  to  be  alone  adhering  to  the  best  advice, 
in  counselling  without  any  delay  to  engage  in  the  straits. 
And  in  this,  though  our  own  party  oppose,  the  enemy  seems 
to  assist  you.    For  the  sea  behind,  and  all  around  us,  is 
covered  with  their  fleet ;  so  that  we  are  under  a  necessity 
of  approving  ourselves  men   of  courage,   and  fighting, 
whether  we  will  or  no ;  for  there  is  no  room  left  us  for 
flight."    To  which  Themistocles  answered,  "  I  would  not 
willingly,  Aristides,  be  overcome  by  you  on  this  occasion; 
and  shall  endeavor,  in  emulation  of  this  good  beginning,  to 
outdo  it  in  my  actions."    Also  relating  to  him  the  stratagem 
he  had  framed  against  the  barbarians,  he  entreated  him  to 
persuade  Eurybiades  and  show  him,  how  it  was  impossible 
they  should  save  themselves  without  an  engagement;  as 
ne  was  the  more  likely  to  be  believed,    \\rhence,  in  tb? 
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council  of  war,  Cleocntus,  the  Corinthian,  telling  Theniis- 
tocles  that  Aristides  did  not  like  his  advice  as  he  was  pres- 
ent and  said  nothing,  Aristides  answered,  That  he  should 
not  have  held  his  peace,  if  Themistocles  had  not  been  giv- 
ing the  best  advice  ;  and  that  he  was  now  silent  not  out  of 
any  good-will  to  the  person,  but  in  approbation  of  his 
counsel. 

Thus  the  Greek  captains  were  employed.  But  Aristides 
perceiving  Psyttalea,  a  small  island  that  lies  within  the 
straits  over  against  Salamis,  to  be  filled  by  a  body  of  the 
enemy,  put  aboard  his  small  boats  the  most  forward  and 
courageous  of  his  countrymen,  and  went  ashore  upon  it ; 
and,  joining  battle  with  the  bai'barians,  slew  theni  all,  ex- 
cept such  more  remarkable  persons  as  were  taken  alive. 
Amongst  these  were  three  children  of  Sandauce,  the  king's 
sister,  whom  he  immediately  sent  away  to  Themistocles, 
and  it  is  stated  that,  in  accordance  with  a  certain  oracle, 
they  were,  by  the  command  of  Euphrantides,  the  seer, 
sacrificed  to  Bacchus,  called  Omestes,  or  the  devourer.  But 
Aristides,  placing  armed  men  all  around  the  island,  lay  in 
wait  for  such  as  were  cast  upon  it,  to  the  intent  that  none 
of  his  friends  should  perish,  nor  any  of  his  enemies  escape. 
For  the  closest  engagement  of  the  ships,  and  the  main  fury 
of  the  whole  battle,  seems  to  have  been  about  this  place ; 
for  which  reason  a  trophy  was  erected  in  Psyttalea. 

After  the  fight,  Themistocles,  to  sound  Aristides,  told  him 
they  had  performed  a  good  piece  of  service,  but  there  was 
a  better  yet  to  be  done,  the  keeping  Asia  in  Europe,  by 
saihng  forthwith  to  the  Hellespont,  and  cutting  in  sunder 
the  bridge.  But  Aristides,  with  an  exclamation,  bid  him 
think  no  more  of  it,  but  deliberate  and  find  out  means  for 
removing  the  Mede,  as  quickly  as  possible,  out  of  Greece ; 
lest  being  enclosed,  through  want  of  means  to  escape, 
necessity  should  compel  him  to  force  his  way  with  so  great 
au  army.  So  Themistocles  once  more  despatched  Arnaces, 
the  eunuch,  his  prisoner,  giving  him  in  command  privately 
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to  advertise  the  king  that  he  had  diverted  the  Greeks  from 
their  intention  of  setting  sail  for  the  bridges,  out  of  tha 
desire  he  felt  to  preserve  hira. 

Xerxes,  being  much  terrified  with  this,  immediately  hasted 
to  the  Hellespont.   But  Mardonius  was  left  with  the  most 
serviceable  part  of  the  army,  about  three  hundred  thousand 
men,  and  was  a  formidable  enemy,  confident  in  his  infantry 
and  writing  messages  of  defiance  to  the  Greeks:  "You 
have  overcome  by  sea  men  accustomed  to  fight  on  land,  and 
unskilled  at  the  oar ;  but  there  lies  now  the  open  country 
of  Thessaly ;  and  the  plains  of  Boeotia  offer  a  broad  and 
worthy  field  for  brave  men,  either  horse  or  foot,  to  contend 
in."   But  he  sent  privately  to  the  Athenians,  both  by  letter 
and  word  of  mouth  from  the  king,  promising  to  rebuild 
their  city,  to  give  them  a  vast  sum  of  money,  and  con- 
stitute them  lords  of  all  Greece,  on  condition  they  were  not 
engaged  in  the  war.   The  Lacedaemonians,  receiving  news 
of  this,  and  fearing,  despatched  an  embassy  to  the  Athe- 
nians, entreating  that  they  would  send  their  wives  and 
children  to  Sparta,  and  receive  support  from  them  for  their 
superannuated.   For,  being  despoiled  both  of  their  city  and 
country,  the  people  were  sulfering  extreme  distress.  Hav- 
ing given  audience  to  the  ambassadors,  they  returned  au 
answer,  upon  the  motion  of  Aristides,  worthy  of  the  high- 
est admiration ;  declaring,  that  they  forgave  their  enemies 
if  they  thought  all  things  purchasable  by  wealth,  than 
which  they  knew  nothing  of  greater  value ;  but  that  they 
felt  offended  at  the  Lacedaemonians,  for  looking  only  to 
their  present  poverty  and  exigence,  without  any  remem- 
brance of  their  valor  and  magnanimity,  offering  them  theii 
victuals  to  fight  in  the  cause  of  Greece.   Aristides,  making 
this  proposal  and  bringing  back  the  ambassadors  into  the 
assembly,  charged  them  to  tell  the  Lacedaemonians,  that 
all  the  treasure  on  the  earth  or  under  it  was  of  less  value 
with  the  people  of  Athens  than  the  liberty  of  Greece. 
And,  showing  the  sun  to  those  who  came  from  Mardonius, 
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« As  long  as  that  retains  the  same  course,  so  long,"  said 
he,  "  shall  the  citizens  of  Athens  wage  war  with  the  Per- 
sians for  the  country  which  has  been  wasted,  and  the  tem- 
ples that  have  been  profaned  and  burnt  by  them."  More- 
over, he  proposed  a  decree,  that  the  priests  should  anathe- 
matize him  who  sent  any  herald  to  the  Medes,  or  deserted 
the  alliance  of  Greece, 

When  Mardonius  made  a  second  incursion  into  the  coun- 
try of  Attica,  the  people  passed  over  again  into  the  isle  of 
Salamis.  Aristides,  being  sent  to  Lacedsemon,  reproved 
them  for  their  delay  and  neglect  in  abandoning  Athens 
once  more  to  the  barbarians ;  and  demanded  their  assist- 
ance for  that  part  of  Greece,  which  was  not  yet  lost.  The 
Ephori,  hearing  this,  made  show  of  sporting  all  day,  and 
of  carelessly  keeping  holy  day  (for  they  were  then  celebrating 
the  Hyacinthian  festival),  but  in  the  night,  selecting  five 
thousand  Spartans,  each  of  whom  was  attended  by  seven 
Helots,  they  sent  them  forth  unknown  to  those  from 
Athens.  And  when  Aristides  again  reprehended  them, 
they  told  him  in  derision  that  he  either  doted  or  dreamed, 
for  the  army  was  already  at  Oresteum,  in  their  march  to. 
wards  the  strangers  ;  as  they  called  the  Persians.  Aristides 
answered,  that  they  jested  unseasonably,  deluding  their 
friends,  instead  of  their  enemies.  Thus  says  Idomeneus. 
But  in  the  decree  of  Aristides,  not  himself,  but  Cimon, 
Xanthippus,  and  Myronicles  are  appointed  ambassadors. 

Being  chosen  general  for  the  war,  he  repaired  to  Plataea, 
with  eight  thousand  Athenians,  where  Pausanias,  generalis- 
simo of  all  Greece,  joined  him  with  the  Spartans ;  and  the 
forces  of  the  other  Greeks  came  into  them.  The  whole  en- 
campment of  the  barbarians  extended  all  along  the  bank  of 
the  river  Asopus,  their  numbers  being  so  great,  there  was 
no  enclosing  them  all,  but  their  baggage  and  most  valuable 
things  were  surrounded  with  a  square  bulwark,  each  side 
of  which  was  the  length  of  ten  furlongs. 

Tisameiius,  the  Elean,  had  prophesied  to  Pausanias  and 


224 


PLUTABCWS  LIVES. 


all  the  Greeks,  and  foretold  them  victory  if  they  made  no  at 
tempt  upon  the  enemy,  hut  stood  on  their  defence.  But  Avis- 
tides  sending  to  Delphi,  the  god  answered,  that  the  Athenians 
should  overcome  their  enemies,  in  case  they  made  supplica- 
tion to  Jupiter  and  Juno  of  Cithseron,  Pau,  and  the  nymplig 
Sphragitides,  and  sacrificed  to  the  heroes  Androcrates,  I^u- 
con,  Pisander,  Damocrates,  Hypsion,  Actceon,  and  Polyidus; 
and  if  they  fought  within  their  own  territories  in  the  plaii 
of  Ceres  Eleusinia  and  Proserpine.  Aristides  was  perplexed 
upon  the  tidings  of  this  oracle ;  since  the  heroes  to  whom  it 
commanded  him  to  sacrifice  had  heen  chieftains  of  the  Platae- 
ans,  and  the  cave  of  the  nymphs  Sphragitides  was  on  the  top 
of  Mount  Cithseron,  on  the  side  facing  the  setting  sun  ol 
summer  time ;  in  which  place,  as  the  story  goes,  there  was 
formerly  an  oracle,  and  many  that  lived  in  the  district  were 
inspired  with  it,  whom  they  called  JVympholepti,  possessed 
with  the  nymphs.  But  the  plain  of  Ceres  Eleusinia,  and 
the  offer  of  victory  to  the  Athenians,  if  they  fought  in 
their  own  territories,  recalled  them  again,  and  transferred 
the  war  into  the  country  of  Attica.  In  this  juncture, 
Arimnestus,  who  commanded  the  Platseans,  dreamed  that 
Jupiter,  the  Saviour,  asked  him  what  the  Greeks  had 
resolved  upon ;  and  that  he  answered,  "  To-morrow,  iny 
Lord,  we  march  our  army  to  Eleusis,  and  there  give  the  bar- 
barians battle  according  to  the  directions  of  the  oracle  ol 
Apollo."  rmd  that  the  god  replied,  they  were  utterly  mis- 
taken, for  that  the  places  spoken  of  by  the  oracle  were 
within  the  bounds  of  Platsea,  and  if  they  sought  there 
they  should  find  them.  This  manifest  vision  having  ap- 
peared  to  Arimnestus,  when  he  awoke  he  sent  for  the  most 
aged  and  experienced  of  his  countrymen,  with  whom  cora- 
municating  and  examining  the  matter,  he  found  that  near 
Hysiae,  at  the  foot  of  Mount  Cith^ron,  there  was  a  very 
ancient  temple  called  the  temple  of  Ceres  Eleusinia  and 
Proserpme.  He  therefore  forthwith  took  Aristides  to  the 
place,  which  was  very  convenient  for  drawing  up  an  arm/ 
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of  foot,  because  the  slopes  at  the  bottom  of  the  mountain 
Cithseron  rendered  the  plain,  where  it  comes  up  to  the 
temple,  unfit  for  the  movements  of  cavalry.   Also,  in  the 
same  place,  there  was  the  fane  of  Androcrates,  environed 
with  a  thick  shady  grove.   And  that  the  oracle  might  be 
accomplished  in  all  particulars  for  the  hope  of  victory, 
Arimnestus  proposed,  and  the  Plataeans  decreed,  that  the 
frontiers  of  their  country  towards  Attica  should  be  re- 
moved, and  the  land  given  to  the  Athenians,  that  they 
might  fight  in  defence  of  Greece  in  theiv  own  proper  terri- 
tory. This  zeal  and  liberality  of  the  Platieaiis  became  so 
famous,  that  Alexander,  many  years  after,  when  he  had 
obtained  the  dominion  of  all  Asia,  upon  erecting  tlie  walls 
of  Platsea,  caused  proclamation  to  be  made  by  the  herald 
at  the  Olympic  games,  that  the  king  did  the  Plataeans  this 
favor  in  consideration  of  their  nobleness  and  magnanimity, 
because,  in  the  war  with  the  Medes,  tliey  freely  gave  up 
their  land  and  zealously  fought  witla  tlie  Greeks. 

The  Tegeatans,  contesting  the  post  of  honor  with  the 
Athenians,  demanded  that,  according  to  custom,  the  Lace- 
daemonians being  ranged  on  the  right  wing  of  the  battle, 
they  might  have  the  left,  alleging  several  matters  in  com- 
mendation of  their  ancestors.    The  Athenians  being  indig- 
nant at  the  claim,  Aristides  came  forward:  "To  contend 
with  the  Tegeatans,"  said  he,  "for  noble  descent  and 
valor,  the  present  time  permits  not ;  but  this  we  say  to  you, 
0  you  Spartans,  and  you  the  rest  of  the  Greeks,  that  place 
neither  takes  away  nor  contributes  courage  ;  we  shall  en- 
deavor by  crediting  and  maintaining  the  post  you  assign 
»s,  to  reflect  no  dishonor  on  our  former  performances. 
For  we  are  come,  not  to  differ  with  our  friends,  but  to  fight 
our  enemies ;  not  to  extol  our  ancestors,  but  ourselves  to 
behave  as  valiant  men.    This  battle  will  manifest  how 
much  each  city,  captain,  and  private  soldier  is  worth  to 
Greece."   The  council  of  war,  upon  this  address,  decided  for 
the  Athenians,  and  gave  them  the  other  wing  of  the  battle. 
16 
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all  the  Greeks,  and  foretold  them  victory  if  they  made  no  at 
tempt  upon  the  enemy,  but  stood  on  their  defence.  But  Arls- 
tides  sendmg  to  Delphi,  the  god  answered,  that  the  Athenians 
should  overcome  their  enemies,  in  case  they  made  supplica- 
tion  to  Jupiter  and  Juno  of  Cithseron,  Pau,  and  the  nymphs 
Sphragitides,  and  sacrificed  to  the  heroes  Androcrates,  Leu- 
con,  Pisander,  Damocrates,  Hypsion,  Actseon,  and  Polyidus; 
and  if  they  fought  within  their  own  territories  in  the  plair 
of  Ceres  Eleusinia  and  Proserpine.  Aristides  was  perplexed 
upon  the  tidings  of  this  oracle ;  since  the  heroes  to  whom  it 
commanded  him  to  sacrifice  had  been  chieftains  of  the  Platae- 
ans,  and  the  cave  of  the  nymphs  Sphragitides  was  on  the  top 
of  Mount  Cithaeron,  on  the  side  facing  the  setting  sun  of 
summer  time ;  in  which  place,  as  the  story  goes,  there  was 
formerly  an  oracle,  and  many  that  lived  in  the  district  were 
inspired  with  it,  whom  they  called  NiimplwUpti^  possessed 
with  the  nymphs.  But  the  plain  of  Ceres  Eleusinia,  and 
the  olfer  of  victory  to  the  Athenians,  if  they  fought  in 
their  own  territories,  recalled  them  again,  and  transferred 
the  war  into  the  country  of  Attica.  In  this  juncture, 
Arimnestus,  who  commanded  the  Platseans,  dreamed  that 
Jupiter,  the  Saviour,  asked  him  what  the  Greeks  had 
resolved  upon ;  and  that  he  answered,  "  To-morrow,  my 
Lord,  we  march  our  army  to  Eleusis,  and  there  give  the  bar- 
barians battle  according  to  the  directions  of  the  oracle  of 
Apollo."  ?i.nd  that  the  god  replied,  they  were  utterly  mis- 
taken, for  that  the  places  spoken  of  by  the  oracle  were 
within  the  bounds  of  Platsea,  and  if  they  sought  there 
they  should  find  them.  This  manifest  vision  having  ap- 
peared to  Arimnestus,  when  he  awoke  he  sent  for  the  most 
aged  and  experienced  of  his  countrymen,  with  whom  cora« 
inunicating  and  examining  the  matter,  he  found  that  near 
Hysise,  at  the  foot  of  Mount  Cithaeron,  there  was  a  very 
ancient  temple  called  the  temple  of  Ceres  Eleusinia  and 
Proserpine.  He  therefore  forthwith  took  Aristides  to  the 
place,  which  was  very  convenient  for  drawing  up  an  army 
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of  foot,  because  the  slopes  at  the  bottom  of  the  mountain 
Cithseron  rendered  the  plain,  where  it  comes  up  to  the 
temple,  unfit  for  the  movements  of  cavalry.  Also,  in  the 
same  place,  there  was  the  fane  of  Androcrates,  environed 
with  a  thick  shady  grove.  And  that  the  oracle  might  be 
accomplished  in  all  particulars  for  the  hope  of  victory, 
Arimnestus  proposed,  and  the  Plataeans  decreed,  that  the 
frontiers  of  their  country  towards  Attica  should  be  re- 
moved, and  the  land  given  to  the  Athenians,  that  they 
might  fight  in  defence  of  Greece  in  theii  own  proper  terri- 
tory. This  zeal  and  liberality  of  the  Plat<Bans  became  so 
famous,  that  Alexander,  many  years  after,  when  he  had 
obtained  the  dominion  of  all  Asia,  upon  erecting  the  walls 
of  Plataea,  caused  proclamation  to  be  made  by  the  herald 
at  the  Olympic  games,  that  tlie  king  did  the  Plataeans  this 
favor  in  consideration  of  their  nobleness  and  magnanimity, 
because,  in  the  war  with  the  Medes,  they  freely  gave  up 
their  land  and  zealously  fought  with  the  Greeks. 

The  Tegeatans,  contesting  the  post  of  honor  with  the 
Athenians,  demanded  that,  according  to  custom,  the  Lace- 
daemonians being  ranged  on  the  right  wing  of  the  battle, 
they  might  have  the  left,  alleging  several  matters  in  com- 
mendation of  their  ancestors.  The  Athenians  being  indig- 
nant at  the  claim,  Aristides  came  forward :  "  To  contend 
with  the  Tegeatans,"  said  he,  "  for  noble  descent  and 
valor,  the  present  time  permits  not ;  but  this  we  say  to  you, 
0  you  Spartans,  and  you  the  rest  of  the  Greeks,  that  place 
neither  takes  away  nor  contributes  courage  ;  we  shall  en- 
deavor by  crediting  and  maintaining  the  post  you  assign 
us,  to  reflect  no  dishonor  on  our  former  performances. 
For  we  are  come,  not  to  differ  with  our  friends,  but  to  fight 
our  enemies  ;  not  to  extol  our  ancestors,  but  ourselves  to 
behave  as  valiant  men.  This  battle  will  manifest  how 
much  each  city,  captain,  and  private  soldier  is  worth  to 
Greece."  The  council  of  war,  upon  this  address,  decided  for 
tbf>  Athenians,  and  gave  them  the  other  wing  of  the  battle, 
1& 
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All  Greece  being  in  suspense,  and  especially  the  affain 
of  the  Athenians  unsettled,  certain  persons  of  great  families 
and  possessions  having  been  impoverished  by  the  war,  and 
seeing  all  their  authority  and  reputation  in  the  city  van- 
ished  with  their  wealth,  and  others  in  possession  of  their 
honors  and  places,  convened  privately  at  a  house  in  Plataea, 
and  conspired  for  the  dissolution  of  the  democratic  govern- 
ment ;  and,  if  the  plot  should  not  succeed,  to  ruin  the  cause 
and  betray  all  to  the  barbarians.  These  matters  being  in 
agitation  in  the  camp,  and  many  persons  already  corrupted, 
Aristides,  perceiving  the  design,  and  dreading  the  present 
juncture  of  time,  determined  neither  to  let  the  business 
pass  unanimadverted  upon,  nor  yet  altogether  to  expose 
it ;  not  knowing  how  many  the  accusation  might  reach, 
and  willing  to  set  bounds  to  his  justice  with  a  view  to  the 
public  convenience.  Therefore,  of  many  that  were  con. 
cerned,  he  apprehended  eight  only,  two  of  whom,  who 
were  first  proceeded  against  and  most  guilty,  JEschines  of 
Lampra  and  Agesias  of  Acharnse,  made  their  escape  out  of 
the  camp.  The  rest  he  dismissed ;  giving  opportunity  to 
such  as  thought  themselves  concealed,  to  take  courage  and 
repent ;  intimating  that  they  had  in  the  war  a  great  tribu- 
nal, where  they  might  clear  their  guilt  by  manifesting  their 
sincere  and  good  intentions  towards  their  country. 

After  this,  Mardonius  made  trial  of  the  Grecian  courage, 
by  sending  his  whole  number  of  horse,  in  which  he  thought 
himself  much  the  stronger,  against  them,  while  they  were 
all  pitched  at  the  foot  of  Mount  Cithseron,  in  strong  and 
rocky  places,  except  the  Megarians.  They,  being  three 
thousand  in  number,  were  encamped  on  the  plain,  where 
they  were  damaged  by  the  horse  charging  and  making  in- 
roads upon  them  on  all  hands.  They  sent,  therefore,  in 
haste  to  Pausanias,  demanding  reliof,  as  not  being  able 
alone  to  sustain  the  great  numbers  of  the  barbarians. 
Pausanias,  hearing  this,  and  perceiving  the  tents  of  the 
Megarians  already  hid  by  the  multitude  of  darts  and 
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rows,  and  themselves  driven  together  into  a  narrow  space, 
was  at  a  loss  himself  how  to  aid  them  with  his  battalion  of 
heavy-armed  Lacedaemonians.  He  proposed  it,  thei*efore, 
as  a  point  of  emulation  in  valor  and  love  of  distinction,  to 
the  commanders  and  captains  who  were  around  him,  if 
any  would  voluntarily  take  upon  them  the  defence  and 
succor  of  the  Megarians.  The  rest  being  backward,  Aris- 
tides  undertook  the  enterprise  for  the  Athenians,  and  sent 
Olympiodorus,  the  most  valiant  of  his  mferior  officers,  with 
three  hundred  chosen  men  and  some  archers  under  his 
command.  These  being  soon  in  readiness,  and  running 
upon  the  enemy,  as  soon  as  ^Masistius,  who  commanded 
the  barbarians'  horse,  a  man  of  ^^•onderful  courage  and  of 
extraordinary  bulk  and  comeliness  of  person,  perceived  it, 
turning  his  steed  he  made  towards  them.  And  they  sus- 
taining the  shock  and  joining  battle  with  him,  there  was  a 
sharp  conflict,  as  though  by  this  encounter  they  were  to 
try  the  success  of  the  whole  war.  But  after  Masistius's 
horse  received  a  wound,  and  flung  him,  and  he  falling  could 
hardly  raise  himself  through  the  weight  of  his  armor,  the 
Athenians,  pressing  upon  him  with  blows,  could  not  easily 
get  at  his  person,  armed  as  he  was,  his  breast,  his  head, 
and  his  limbs  all  over,  with  gold  and  brass  and  iron  ;  but 
one  of  them  at  last,  running  him  in  at  the  visor  of  his  hel- 
met, slew  him ;  and  the  rest  of  the  Persians,  leaving  the 
body,  fled.  The  greatness  of  the  Greek  success  was  known, 
not  by  the  multitude  of  the  slain  (for  an  inconsiderable 
number  were  killed),  but  by  the  sorrow  the  barbarians 
expressed.  For  they  shaved  themselves,  their  horses,  and 
mules  for  the  death  of  Masistius,  and  filled  the  plain  with 
howling  and  lamentation  ;  having  lost  a  person,  who,  next 
to  Mardonius  himself,  was  by  many  degrees  the  chief 
among  them,  both  for  valor  and  authority. 

After  this  skirmish  of  the  horse,  they  kept  from  fight- 
ing a  long  time ;  for  the  soothsayers,  by  the  sacrifices, 
foretold  the  victory  both  to  Greeks  and  Persians,  if  they 
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stood  upon  the  defensive  part  only,  but  if  they  became 
aggressors,  the  contrary.  At  length  IMardonius,  when  he 
had  but  a  few  days'  provision,  and  the  Greek  forces 
increased  continually  by  some  or  other  that  came  in  to  them, 
impatient  of  delay,  determined  to  lie  still  no  longer,  but 
passing  Asopus  by  daybreak,  to  fall  unexpectedly  upon 
the  Greeks  ;  and  signified  the  same  over  night  to  the  cap- 
tains of  his  host.  But  about  midnight,  a  certain  horseman 
stole  into  the  Greek  camp,  and  coming  to  the  watch, 
desired  them  to  call  Aristides,  the  Athenian,  to  him.  lie 
coming  speedily ;  "I  am,"  said  the  stranger,  "Alexander, 
king  of  the  Macedonians,  and  am  arrived  here  through  the 
greatest  danger  in  the  world  for  the  good-will  I  bear  you, 
lest  a  sudden  onset  should  dismay  you,  so  as  to  behave 
in  the  fight  worse  than  usual.  For  to-morrow  Mardonius 
will  give  you  battle,  urged,  not  by  any  hope  of  success 
or  courage,  but  by  want  of  victuals ;  since,  indeed,  the 
prophets  prohibit  him  the  battle,  the  sacrifices  and  oracles 
being  unfavorable ;  and  the  army  is  in  despondency  and 
consternation ;  but  necessity  forces  him  to  try  his  fortune, 
or  sit  still  and  endure  the  last  extremity  of  want."  Alex- 
ander, thus  saying,  entreated  Aristides  to  take  notice  and 
remember  him,  but  not  to  tell  any  other.  But  he  told  him, 
it  was  not  convenient  to  conceal  the  matter  from  Pausanias 
(because  he  was  general),  as  for  any  other,  he  would  keep 
it  secret  from  them  till  the  battle  was  fought ;  but  if  the 
Greeks  obtained  the  victory,  that  then  no  one  should  be 
ignorant  of  Alexander's  good-will  and  kindness  towards 
them.  After  this,  the  king  of  the  Macedonians  rode  back 
again,  and  Aristides  went  to  Pausanias's  tent  and  told 
him ;  and  they  sent  for  the  rest  of  the  captains  and  gave 
orders  that  the  army  should  be  in  battle  array. 

Here,  according  to  Herodotus,  Pausanias  spoke  to  Aris- 
tides, desiring  him  to  transfer  the  Athenians  to  the  right 
wing  of  the  army  opposite  to  the  Persians  (as  they  wouW 
do  better  service  against  them,  having  been  experienced  iu 
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their  way  of  combat,  and  emboldened  with  former  vic- 
tories), and  to  give  him  the  left,  where  the  Mediziug 
Greeks  were  to  make  their  assault.  The  rest  of  tha 
Athenian  captains  regarded  this  as  an  arrogant  and  inter- 
fering act  on  the  part  of  Pausanias ;  because,  while  permit- 
ting the  rest  of  the  army  to  keep  their  stations,  he  removed 
them  only  from  place  to  place,  like  so  many  Helots,  oppos- 
ing them  to  the  greatest  strength  of  the  enemy.  But 
Aristides  said,  they  were  altogether  in  the  wrong.  If  so 
short  a  time  ago  they  contested  the  left  wing  with  the 
Tegeatans,  and  gloried  in  being  preferred  before  them, 
jiow,  when  the  Lacedaemonians  give  them  place  in  the 
right,  and  yield  them  in  a  manner  the  leading  of  the  army, 
how  is  it  they  are  discontented  with  the  honor  that  is  done 
them,  and  do  not  look  upon  it  as  an  advantage  to  have 
to  fight,  not  against  their  countrymen  and  kindred,  but 
barbarians,  and  such  as  were  by  nature  their  enemies  ? 
After  this,  the  Athenians  very  readily  changed  places  with 
the  Lacedaemonians,  and  there  went  words  amongst  them 
as  they  were  encouraging  each  other,  that  the  enemy  ap- 
proached with  no  better  arms  or  stouter  hearts  than  those 
who  fought  the  battle  of  Marathon;  but  had  the  sama 
bows  and  arrows,  and  the  same  embroidered  coats  and 
gold,  and  the  same  delicate  bodies  and  effeminate  minds 
within ;  "  While  we  have  the  same  weapons  and  bodies, 
and  our  courage  augmented  by  our  victories;  and  fight 
not  like  others  in  defence  of  our  country  only,  but  for 
the  trophies  of  Salamis  and  Marathon ;  that  they  may 
not  be  looked  upon  as  due  to  Miltiades  or  fortune,  but 
to  the  people  of  Athens."  Thus,  therefore,  were  they  mak- 
ing haste  to  change  the  order  of  their  battle.  But  the 
Thebans,  understanding  it  by  some  deserters,  forthwith 
acquamted  Mardonius  ;  and  he,  either  for  fear  of  the  Athe- 
nians, or  a  desire  to  engage  the  Lacedaemonians,  marched 
over  his  Persians  to  the  other  wing,  and  commanded  the 
Greeks  of  his  party  to  be  posted  opposite  to  the  Athenians. 
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But  this  change  was  observed  on  the  other  side,  and  Pau. 
sanias,  wheeling  about  again,  ranged  himself  on  the  right, 
and  Mardonius,  also,  as  at  first,  took  the  left  wing  over 
against  the  Lacedaemonians.  So  the  day  passed  without 
action. 

After  this  the  Greeks  determined  in  council  to  remove 
their  camp  some  distance,  to  possess  themselves  of  a  place 
convenient  for  watering ;  because  the  springs  near  them 
were  polluted  and  destroyed  by  the  barbarian  cavaliy.  But 
night  being  come,  and  the  captains  setting  out  towards  the 
place  designed  for  their  camping,  the  soldiers  were  not 
very  ready  to  follow,  and  keep  in  a  body,  but,  soon  as  they 
had  quitted  their  first  entrenchments,  made  towards  the  city 
of  Platsea ;  and  there  was  much  tumult  and  disorder  as  they 
dispersed  to  various  quarters  and  proceeded  to  pitcli  their 
tents.  The  Lacedaemonians,  against  their  will,  had  the  fort- 
une to  be  left  by  the  rest.  For  Amompharetus,  a  brave  and 
daring  man,  who  had  long  been  burning  with  desire  of  the 
flght,  and  resented  their  many  lingerings  and  delays,  calling 
the  removal  of  the  camp  a  mere  running  away  and  flight, 
protested  he  would  not  desert  his  post,  but  would  there 
remain  with  his  company,  and  sustain  the  charge  of  Mar- 
donius. And  when  Pausanias  came  to  him  and  told  him  he 
did  do  these  things  by  the  common  vote  and  determination 
of  the  Greeks,  Amompharetus  taking  up  a  great  stone  and 
flinging  it  at  Pausanias'  feet,  and  "  By  this  token,"  said  he, 
"  do  I  give  my  suffrage  for  the  battle,  nor  have  I  any  con- 
cern with  the  cowardly  consultations  and  decrees  of  other 
men."  Pausanias,  not  knowing  what  to  do  in  the  present 
juncture,  sent  to  the  Athenians,  who  were  drawing  off,  to 
stay  to  accompany  him  ;  and  so  he  himself  set  off  with  the 
rest  of  the  army  for  Platsea,  hoping  thus  to  make  Amom- 
pharetus move. 

Meantime,  day  came  upon  them  ;  and  Mardonius  (for  he 
was  not  ignorant  of  their  deserting  their  camp)  having  hi" 
army  in  array,  fell  upon  the  Lacedjemonians  with  greal 
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shouting  and  noise  of  barbarous  people,  as  if  tliey  were  not 
about  to  join  battle,  but  crush  the  Greeks  in  their  flight. 
Which  within  a  very  little  came  to  pass.  For  Pausanias, 
perceiving  what  was  done,  made  a  halt,  and  commanded 
every  one  to  put  themselves  in  order  for  the  battle ;  but 
either  through  his  anger  with  Amompharetus,  or  the  dis- 
turbance he  was  in  by  reason  of  the  sudden  approach  of 
the  enemy,  he  forgot  to  give  the  signal  to  the  Greeks  in 
general.  Whence  it  was,  that  they  did  not  come  in  imme- 
diately or  in  a  body,  to  their  assistance,  but  by  small 
companies  and  straggling,  when  the  fight  was  already 
begun.  Pausanias,  offering  sacrifice,  could  not  procure 
favorable  omens,  and  so  commanded  the  LacedsBmonians, 
setting  down  their  shields  at  their  feet,  to  abide  quietly 
and  attend  his  directions,  making  no  resistance  to  any 
of  their  enemies.  And  he  sacrificing  again  a  second  time, 
the  horse  charged,  and  some  of  the  Lacedaemonians  were 
wounded.  At  this  time,  also,  Callicrates,  who,  we  are 
told,  was  the  most  comely  man  in  the  army,  being  shot  with 
an  arrow  and  upon  the  point  of  expiring,  said,  that  he 
lamented  not  his  death  (for  he  came  from  home  to  lay  down 
his  life  in  the  defence  of  Greece),  but  that  he  died  without 
action.  The  case  was  indeed  hard,  and  the  forbearance  of 
the  men  wonderful ;  for  they  let  the  enemy  charge  without 
repelling  them ;  and,  expecting  their  proper  opportunity 
from  the  gods  and  their  general,  suffered  themselves  to  be 
wounded  and  slain  in  their  ranks.  And  some  say,  that  while 
Pausanias  was  at  sacrifice  and  prayers,  some  space  out  of  the 
battle  array,  certain  Lydians,  falling  suddenly  upon  him, 
plundered  and  scattered  the  sacrifice  :  and  that  Pausanias 
and  his  company,  having  no  arms,  beat  them  with  staves  and 
whips;  and  that,  in  imitation  of  this  attack,  the  whipping 
the  boys  about  the  altar,  and  after  it  the  Lydian  procession, 
are  to  this  day  practised  in  Sparta. 

Pausanias,  therefore,  being  troubled  at  these  things,  while 
the  priests  went  on  offering  one  sacrifice  after  another^ 
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turns  himself  towards  the  temple  with  tears  In  Ws  eyea, 
and  lifting  up  his  hands  to  heaven,  besought  J uno  of  Cithaa. 
ron,  and  the  other  tutelar  gods  of  the  Platseans,  if  it  were 
not  in  the  fates  for  the  Greeks  to  obtain  the  victory,  that 
they  might  not  perish,  without  performing  some  remark- 
able  thing,  and  by  their  actions  demonstrating  to  their 
enemies,  that  they  waged  war  with  men  of  courage,  and 
soldiers.    While  Pausanias  was  thus  in  the  act  of  suppli. 
cation,  the  sacrifices  appeared  propitious,  and  the  sooth- 
sayers foretold  victory.   The  word  being  given,  the  Lace- 
daemonian battalion  of  foot  seemed,  on  the  sudden,  like 
some  one  fierce  animal,  setting  up  his  bristles,  and  betaking 
himself  to  the  combat ;  and  the  barbarians  perceived  that 
they  encountered  with  men  who  would  fight  it  to  the  death. 
Therefore,  holding  their  wicker-shields  before  them,  they 
$bot  their  arrows  amongst  the  Lacedaemonians.   But  they, 
keeping  together  in  the  order  of  a  phalanx,  and  falling  upon 
the  enemies,  forced  their  shields  out  of  their  hands,  and, 
striking  with  their  pikes  at  the  breasts  and  faces  of  the 
Persians,  overthrew  many  of  them,  who,  however,  fell  not 
either  unrevenged  or  without  courage.   For  taking  liold  of 
the  spears  with  their  bare  hands,  they  broke  many  of  them, 
and  betook  themselves  not  without  effect  to  the  sword; 
and  making  use  of  their  falchions  and  scimitars,  and  wrest- 
ing the  Lacedaemonians'  shields  from  them,  and  grappling 
with  them,  it  was  a  long  time  that  they  made  resistance. 

Meanwhile,  for  some  time,  the  Athenians  stood  still, 
waiting  for  the  Laceds3monians  to  come  up.  But  when 
they  heard  much  noise  as  of  men  engaged  in  fight,  and  a 
messenger,  they  say,  came  from  Pausanias,  to  advertise 
them  of  what  Avas  going  on,  they  soon  hasted  to  their 
assistance.  And  as  they  passed  through  the  plain  to  the 
place  where  the  noise  was,  the  Greeks,  who  took  part  with 
the  enemy,  came  upon  them.  Aristides,  as  soon  as  he  saw 
them,  going  a  considerable  space  before  the  lest,  ciied  out 
to  them,  conjuring  them  by  the  guardian  gods  of  Greece  to 
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forbear  the  fight,  and  be  no  impediment  oi  stop  to  those  whc 
were  going  to  succor  the  defenders  of  Greece.  But  when 
he  perceived  they  gave  no  attention  to  him,  and  had  pre- 
pared themselves  for  the  battle,  then  turning  from  the 
present  relief  of  the  Lacedsemonians,  he  engaged  them, 
being  five  thousand  in  number.  But  the  greatest  part  soon 
gave  way  and  retreated,  as  the  barbarians  also  were  put  to 
night.  The  sharpest  conflict  is  said  to  have  been  against 
the  Thebans,  the  chiefest  and  most  powei-ful  persons  among 
them  at  that  time  siding  zealously  with  the  IMedes,  and 
leading  the  multitude  not  according  to  their  own  inclina- 
tions, but  as  being  subjects  of  an  oligarchy. 

The  battle  being  thus  divided,  the  Lacedaemonians  first 
beat  off  the  Persians;  and  a  Spartan,  named  Arimnestus, 
slew  Mardonius  by  a  blow  on  the  head  with  a  stone,  as  the 
oracle  in  the  temple  of  Amphiaraus  had  foretold  to  him. 
For  Mardonius  sent  a  Lydian  thither,  and  another  person, 
a  Carian,  to  the  cave  of  Trophonius.  This  latter,  the  priest 
of  the  oracle  answered  in  his  own  language.  But  the 
Lydian  sleeping  in  the  temple  of  Amphiaraus,  it  seemed  to 
him  that  a  minister  of  the  divinity  stood  before  him  and 
commanded  him  to  be  gone  ;  and  on  his  refusing  to  do  it, 
flung  a  great  stone  at  his  head,  so  that  he  thought  himself 
slain  with  the  blow.  Such  is  the  story. — They  drove  the 
fliers  within  their  walls  of  wood ;  and,  a  little  time  after,  the 
Athenians  put  the  Thebans  to  flight,  killing  three  hundred 
of  the  chiefest  and  of  greatest  note  among  them  in  tlip 
actual  fight  itself.  For  when  they  began  to  fly,  news  came 
that  the  army  of  the  barbarians  was  besieged  within  their 
palisade;  and  so  giving  the  Greeks  opportunity  to  save 
themselves,  they  marched  to  assist  at  the  fortifications  ;  and 
coming  in  to  the  Lacedaemonians,  who  were  altogether  un- 
handy and  unexperienced  in  storming,  they  took  the  camp 
with  great  slaughter  of  the  enemy.  For  of  three  hundred 
thousand,  forty  thousand  only  are  said  to  have  escaped  with 
Artabazus;  while  on  the  Greeks'  side  there  perished  in  all 
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thirteen  hundred  and  sixty  ;  of  which  tifty-two  were  Athe. 
nians,  all  of  the  tribe  yEantis,  that  fought,  says  Clidemus, 
with  the  greatest  courage  of  any  ;  and  for  this  reason  the 
men  of  this  tribe  used  to  offer  sacrifice  for  the  victory,  as 
enjoined  by  the  oracle,  to  the  nymphs  Sphragitides  at  the 
expense  of  the  public ;  ninety-one  were  Lacedaemonians,  and 
sixteen  Tegeatans.  It  is  strange,  therefore,  upon  what 
grounds  Herodotus  can  say,  that  they  only,  and  none  other, 
encountered  the  enemy;  for  the  number  of  the  slain  and 
their  monuments  testify  that  tlie  victory  was  obtained  by 
all  in  general ;  and  if  the  rest  had  been  standing  still,  while 
the  inhabitants  of  three  cities  only  had  been  engaged  in  the 
light,  they  would  not  have  set  on  the  altar  the  inscription: 

The  Greeks,  when,  by  their  courage  and  their  might, 
They  had  repelled  the  Persian  in  the  fight. 
The  common  altar  of  freed  Greece  to  be, 
Eeared  this  to  Jupiter  who  guards  the  free. 

They  fought  this  battle  on  the  fourth  day  of  the  month 
Boedromion,  according  to  the  Athenians,  but  according 
to  the  Boeotians,  on  the  twenty-seventh  of  Panenms ;— on 
which  day  there  is  still  a  convention  of  the  Greeks  at 
Platsea,  and  the  Platseans  still  offer  sacrifice  for  the  victory 
to  Jupiter  of  freedom.  As  for  the  difference  of  days,  it  is 
not  to  be  wondered  at,  since  even  at  the  present  time,  when 
there  is  a  far  more  accurate  knowledge  of  astronomy,  some 
begin  the  month  at  one  time,  and  some  at  another. 

After  this,  the  Athenians  not  yielding  the  honor  of  the 
day  to  the  Lacedaemonians,  nor  consenting  they  should 
erect  a  trophy,  things  were  not  far  from  being  ruined  by 
dissension  among  the  armed  Greeks;  had  not  Aristides,by 
much  soothing  and  counselling  the  commanders,  especially 
Leocrates  and  Myronides,  pacified  and  persuaded  them  to 
leave  the  thing  to  the  decision  of  the  Greeks.  And  on  their 
proceeding  to  discuss  the  matter,  Theogiton,  the  Megariai:, 
declared  the  honor  of  the  victory  was  to  be  given  some 
other  city,  if  they  would  prevent  a  civil  war;  after  bini 


ARISTIDES. 


235 


deocritus  of  Corinth  rising  up,  made  people  think  he  would 
ask  the  palm  for  the  Corinthians  (for  next  to  Sparta  and 
Athens,  Corinth  was  in  greatest  estimation) ;  but  he  delivered 
his  opinion,  to  the  general  admiration,  in  favor  of  the  Pla- 
tseans ;  and  counselled  to  take  away  all  contention  by  giving 
them  the  reward  and  glory  of  the  victory,  whose  being 
honored  could  be  distasteful  to  neither  party.  This  being 
said,  first  Aristides  gave  consent  in  the  name  of  the  Athe- 
nians, and  Pausanias,  then,  for  the  Lacedaemonians.  Soj. 
being  reconciled,  they  set  apart  eighty  talents  for  the  Pla- 
tseans,  with  which  they  built  the  temple  and  dedicated  the 
image  to  Minerva,  and  adorned  the  temple  with  pictures, 
which  even  to  this  very  day  retain  their  lustre.  But  the 
Lacedaemonians  and  Athenians,  each  erected  a  trophy  apart 
by  themselves.  On  their  consulting  the  oracle  about  offer- 
ing sacrifice,  Apollo  answered,  that  they  should  dedicate 
an  altar  to  Jupiter  of  freedom,  but  should  not  sacrifice  till 
they  had  extinguished  the  fires  throughout  the  country,  as 
having  been  defiled  by  the  barbarians,  and  had  kindled 
unpolluted  fire  at  the  common  altar  at  Delphi.  The  magis- 
trates of  Greece,  therefore,  went  forthwith  and  compelled 
such  as  had  fire  to  put  it  out ;  and  Euchidas,  a  Plataean, 
promising  to  fetch  fire,  with  all  possible  speed,  from  the 
altar  of  the  god,  went  to  Delphi,  and  having  sprinkled  and 
purified  his  body,  crowned  himself  with  laurel ;  and  taking 
the  fire  from  the  altar  ran  back  to  Plataea,  and  got  back 
there  before  sunset,  performing  in  one  day  a  journey  of  a 
thousand  furlongs ;  and  saluting  his  fellow-citizens  and 
delivering  them  the  fire,  he  immediately  fell  down,  and  in 
a  short  time  after  expired.  But  the  Plataeans,  taking  him 
up,  interred  him  in  the  temple  of  Diana  Euclia,  setting 
this  inscription  over  him  :  "  Euchidas  ran  to  Delphi  and 
back  again  in  one  day."  Most  people  believe  that  Euclia 
is  Diana,  and  call  her  by  that  name.  But  some  say  she 
was  the  daughter  of  Hercules,  by  Myrto,  the  daughter  of 
Mencetius,  and  sister  of  Patroclus,  and  dying  a  virgin,  was 
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w  orshipped  by  the  littotiaiis  and  Locriaiis.  Her  altar  and 
image  are  set  up  in  all  thei.  market-places,  and  those  ol 
both  sexes  that  are  about  marryiug  sacrifice  to  her  before 
the  nuptials. 

A  general  assembly  of  all  the  Greeks  being  called,  Aristi. 
des  proposed  a  decree,  that  the  deputies  and  religions  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Greek  states  should  assemble  annually  at 
Flatsea,  and  every  fifth  year  celebrate  the  Eleutheria  or 
games  of  freedom.  And  that  there  should  be  a  levy  upon 
all  Greece  for  the  war  against  the  barbarians,  of  ten  thou- 
sand spearmen,  one  thousand  hcrse,  and  a  hundred  siiil  of 
ships  ;  but  the  Platseans  to  be  exempt,  and  sacred  to  the 
service  of  the  gods,  offering  sacrifice  for  the  welfare  of 
Greece.  These  things  being  ratified,  the  Platseans  under- 
took  the  performance  of  annual  sacrifice  to  such  as  were 
slain  and  buried  in  that  place ;  which  they  still  perform  in 
the  following  manner.  On  the  sixteenth  day  of  M;ciuac- 
terion  (which  with  the  Boeotians  is  Alalcomenus)  they  make 
their  procession,  which,  beginning  by  break  of  day,  is  led 
by  a  trumpeter  sounding  for  onset ;  then  follow  certain 
chariots  loaded  with  myrrh  and  garlands ;  and  then  a  black 
bull ;  then  come  the  young  men  of  free  birth  carrying 
libations  of  wine  and  milk  in  large  two-handed  vessels,  and 
jars  of  oil  and  precious  ointments,  none  of  servile  condition 
being  permitted  to  have  any  hand  in  this  ministration, 
because  the  men  died  in  defence  of  freedom  ;  after  all 
comes  the  chief  lULigistrate  of  Platsea  (for  whom  it  is  un- 
lawful at  other  times  either  to  touch  iron,  or  wear  any 
other  colored  garment  but  white),  at  that  time  apparelled 
in  a  purple  robe ;  and,  taking  a  water-pot  out  of  the  city 
record-office,  he  proceeds,  bearing  a  sword  in  his  hand, 
through  the  middle  of  the  towji  to  the  sepulchres.  Then 
drawing  water  out  of  a  spring,  he  washes  and  anoints  the 
monuments,  and  sacrificing  tlie  bull  upon  a  pile  of  wood, 
and  making  supplication  to  Jupiter  and  Mercury  of  the 
earth,  invites  those  valiuntmeji  who  perished  iu  the  defence 
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of  Greece  to  the  banquet  and  the  libations  of  blood.  After 
this,  mixing  a  bowl  of  wine,  and  pouring  out  for  himself, 
he  says,  "  I  drink  to  those  who  lost  their  lives  for  the 
liberty  of  Greece."  These  solemnities  the  Platseans  observe 
to  this  day. 

Aristides  perceived  that  the  Athenians,  after  their  return 
into  the  city,  were  eager  for  a  democracy  ;  and  deeming  the 
people  to  deserve  consideration  on  account  of  their  valiant 
behavior,  as  also  that  it  was  a  matter  of  diflSculty,  they  being 
\vell  armed,  powerful,  and  full  of  spirit  with  their  victories, 
to  oppose  them  by  force,  he  brought  forward  a  decree,  that 
every  one  might  share  in  the  government,  and  the  archons 
be  chosen  out  of  the  whole  body  of  the  Athenians.  And 
an  Theraistocles  telling  the  people  in  assembly  that  he  had 
5ome  advice  for  them,  which  could  not  be  given  in  public, 
Dut  was  most  important  for  the  advantage  and  security  of 
;he  city,  they  appointed  Ai  istides  alone  to  hear  and  consider 
t  with  him.  And  on  his  acquainting  Aristides  that  his 
ntent  was  to  set  Are  to  the  arsenal  of  the  Greeks,  for  by 
•hat  means  should  the  Athenians  become  supreme  masters 
i  all  Greece,  Aristides,  returning  to  the  assembly,  told 
Jiem,  that  nothing  was  more  advantageous  than  what 
I'hemistocles  designed,  and  nothing  more  unjust.  The 
Athenians,  hearing  this,  gave  Themistocles  order  to  desist ; 
juch  was  the  love  of  justice  felt  by  the  people,  and  such  the 
credit  and  confidence  they  reposed  in  Aristides. 

Being  sent  in  joint  commission  with  Cimon  to  the  war, 
be  took  notice  that  Pausanias  and  the  other  Spartan  cap- 
tains made  themselves  offensive  by  imperiousness  and 
harshness  to  the  confederates ;  and  by  being  himself  gentle 
and  considerate  with  them,  and  by  the  courtesy  and  disin- 
terested temper  which  Cimon,  after  his  example,  manifested 
in  the  expeditions,  he  stole  away  the  chief  command  from 
the  Lacedaemonians,  neither  by  weapons,  ships,  or  horses, 
but  by  equity  and  wise  policy.  For  the  Athenians  being 
endeared  to  the  Greeks  by  the  justice  of  Aristides  and  by 
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Cimon's  moderation,  the  tyranny  and  selfishness  of  Pau. 
sanias  rendered  them  yet  more  desirable.  He  on  all  occa. 
sions  treated  the  commanders  of  the  confederates  haugh. 
tily  and  roughly ;  and  the  common  soldiers  he  punished 
v'ith  stripes,  or  standing  under  the  iron  anchor  for  a  whole 
day  together  ;  neither  was  it  permitted  for  any  to  provide 
straw  for  themselves  to  lie  on,  or  forage  for  their  horses, 
or  to  come  near  the  springs  to  water  before  the  Spartans 
were  furnished,  but  servants  with  whips  drove  away  such 
as  approached.  And  when  Aristides  once  was  about  to 
complain  and  expostulate  with  Pausanias,  he  told  him  with 
an  angry  look,  that  he  was  not  at  leisure,  and  gave  no 
attention  to  him.  The  consequence  was  that  the  sea  cap- 
tains and  generals  of  the  Greeks,  in  particular,  the  Chians, 
Samians,  and  Lesbians,  came  to  Aristides  and  requested 
him  to  be  their  general,  and  to  receive  the  confederates 
into  his  command,  who  had  long  desired  to  relhiquish  the 
Spartans  and  come  over  to  the  Athenians.  But  he 
answered,  that  he  saw  both  equity  and  necessity  in  what 
they  said,  but  their  fidelity  required  the  test  of  some  action, 
the  commission  of  which  would  make  it  impossible  for  the 
multitude  to  change  their  minds  again.  Upon  which 
TJliades,  the  Samian,  and  Antagoras  of  Chios,  conspiring 
together,  ran  in  near  Byzantium  on  Pausanias's  galley, 
getting  her  between  them  as  she  was  sailing  before  the  rest. 
But  when  Pausanias,  beholding  them,  arose  up  and  furi- 
ously threatened  soon  to  make  them  know  that  they  Iiad 
been  endangering  not  his  galley,  but  their  own  countries, 
they  bid  him  go  his  way,  and  thank  Fortune  that  fought 
for  him  at  Plataea ;  for  hitherto,  in  reverence  to  that,  the 
Greeks  had  forborne  from  inflicting  on  him  the  punishment 
he  deserved.  In  fine,  they  all  went  off  and  joined  the 
Athenians.  And  here  the  magnanimity  of  the  Lacedaemo- 
nians was  wonderful.  For  when  they  perceived  that  their 
generals  were  becoming  corrupted  by  the  greatness  of  theif 
authority,  they  voluntarily  laid  down  the  chief  command, 
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and  left  off  sending  any  more  of  them  to  the  wars,  choosing 
ratiier  to  have  citizens  of  moderation  and  consistent  in  the 
observance  of  their  customs,  than  to  possess  the  dominion 
of  all  Greece. 

Even  during  the  command  of  the  Lacedaemonians,  the 
Greeks  paid  a  certain  contribution  towards  the  mainte- 
nance  of  the  war ;  and  being  desirous  to  be  rated  city  by 
city  in  their  due  proportion,  they  desired  Aristides  of  the 
Athenians,  and  gave  him  command,  surveying  the  country 
and  revenue,  to  assess  every  one  according  to  their  ability 
and  what  they  were  worth.  But  he,  being  so  largely 
empowered,  Greece  as  it  were  submitting  all  her  affairs  to 
his  sole  management,  went  out  poor,  and  returned  poorer ; 
laying  the  tax  not  only  without  corruption  and  injustice, 
but  to  the  satisfaction  and  convenience  of  all.  For  as  the 
ancients  celebrated  the  age  of  Saturn,  so  did  the  confeder- 
ates of  Athens  Aristides's  taxation,  terming  it  the  happy 
time  of  Greece  ;  and  that  more  especially,  as  the  sum  was 
in  a  short  time  doubled,  and  afterwards  trebled.  For  the 
assessment  which  Aristides  made  was  four  hundred  and 
sixty  talents.  But  to  this  Pericles  added  very  near  one 
third  part  more ;  for  Thucydides  says,  that  in  the  begin- 
ning of  the  Peloponnesian  war,  the  Athenians  had  coming 
in  from  their  confederates  six  hundred  talents.  But  after 
Pericles's  death,  the  demagogues,  increasing  by  little  and 
little,  raised  it  to  the  sum  of  thirteen  hundred  talents ; 
not  so  much  through  the  war's  being  so  expensive  and 
changeable  either  by  its  length  or  ill  success,  as  by  their 
alluring  the  people  to  spend  upon  largesses  and  playhouse 
allowances,  and  in  erecting  statues  and  temples.  Aristides, 
therefore,  having  acquired  a  wonderful  and  great  reputa- 
tion by  this  levy  of  the  tribute,  Themistocles  is  said  to  have 
derided  him,  as  if  this  had  been  not  the  commendation  of 
a  man,  but  a  monoy-bag ;  a  retaliation,  though  not  in  the 
same  kind,  for  some  free  words  which  Aristides  had  used. 
For  he,  when  Themistocles  once  was  saying  that  he 
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thought  the  highest  virtue  of  a  general  was  to  understand 
and  forelfnow  the  measures  the  enemy  would  take,  replied, 
'« This,  indeed,  Themistocles,  is  simply  necessary,  but  the 
excellent  thing  in  a  general  is  to  keep  his  hands  from  taking 
money." 

Aristides,  moreover,  made  all  the  people  of  Greece  sweat 
to  keep  the  league,  and  himself  took  the  oath  in  the  name 
of  the  Athenians,  flinging  wedges  of  red-hot  iron  into  the 
sea,  after  curses  against  such  as  should  make  breach  of 
their  vow.  But  afterwards,  it  would  seem,  when  things 
were  in  such  a  state  as  constrained  them  to  govern  with  a 
stronger  hand,  he  bade  the  Athenians  to  throw  the  perjury 
upon  him,  and  manage  affairs  as  convenience  required 
And,  in  general,  Theophrastus  tells  us,  that  Aristides  was, 
in  his  own  private  affairs,  and  those  of  his  fellow-citizens, 
rigorously  just,  but  that  in  public  matters  he  acted  often 
in  accordance  with  his  country's  policy,  which  demanded, 
sometimes,  not  a  little  injustice.  It  is  reported  of  him  that 
he  said  in  a  debate,  upon  the  motion  of  the  Samians  for 
removing  the  treasure  from  Delos  to  Athens,  contrary  to 
the  league,  that  the  thing  indeed  was  not  just  but  was  ex 
pedient. 

In  fine,  having  established  the  dominion  of  his  city  over 
so  many  people,  he  himself  remained  indigent ;  and  always 
delighted  as  much  in  the  glory  of  being  poor,  as  in  that  ot 
his  trophies ;  as  is  evident  from  the  following  story.  Cal 
lias,  the  torch-bearer,  was  related  to  him;  and  was  prose 
cuted  by  his  enemies  in  a  capital  cause,  in  which,  after  the\ 
had  slightly  argued  the  matters  on  which  they  indicted 
him,  they  proceeded,  besides  the  point,  to  address  the 
judges :  « You  know,"  said  they,  "  Aristides,  the  son  of 
Lysimachus,  who  is  the  admiration  of  all  Greece.  In  what 
a  condition  do  you  think  his  family  is  in  at  his  house,  when 
you  see  him  appear  in  public  in  such  a  threadbare  cloak f 
Is  it  not  probable  that  one  who,  out  of  doors,  goes  thus  e& 
posed  to  the  cold,  must  want  food  and  other  necessaries  at 
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home  ?  Callias,  the  wealthiest  of  the  Athenians,  does  noth. 
ing  to  relieve  either  hira  or  his  wife  and  children  in  their 
poverty,  though  he  is  his  own  cousin,  and  has  made  use  of 
him  in  many  cases,  and  often  reaped  advantage  by  his  in- 
terest with  you."  But  Callias,  perceiving  the  judges  were 
moved  more  particularly  by  this,  and  were  exasperated 
against  him,  called  in  Aristides,  requiring  him  to  testify 
that  when  he  frequently  offered  him  divers  presents,  and 
entreated  him  to  accept  them,  he  had  refused,  answering, 
that  it  became  him  better  to  be  pi'oud  of  his  poverty  than 
Callias  of  his  wealth;  since  there  are  many  to  be  seen  that 
make  a  good,  or  a  bad  use  of  riches,  but  it  is  difficult,  com 
paratively,  to  meet  with  one  who  supports  poverty  in  a 
noble  spirit ;  those  only  should  be  ashamed  of  it  who  in- 
curred it  against  their  wills.  On  Aristides  deposing  these 
facts  in  favor  of  Callias,  there  was  none  who  heard  them, 
that  went  not  away  desirous  rather  to  be  poor  like  Aris- 
tides, than  rich  as  Callias.  Thus  JSschines,  the  scholar  of 
Socrates,  writes.  But  Plato  declares,  that  of  all  the  great 
renowned  men  in  the  city  of  Athens,  he  was  the  only  one 
worthy  of  consideration  ;  for  Themistocles,  Cimon,  and  Peri- 
cles filled  the  city  with  porticoes,  treasure,  and  many 
other  vain  things,  but  Aristides  guided  his  public  life  by 
the  rule  of  justice.  lie  showed  his  moderation  very  plainly 
in  his  conduct  towards  Themistocles  himself.  For  though 
Themistocles  had  been  his  adversary  in  all  his  undertak- 
ings, and  was  the  cause  of  his  banishment,  yet  when  he 
afforded  a  similar  opportunity  of  revenge,  being  accused 
to  the  city,  Aristides  bore  him  no  malice  ;  but  while  Ale 
mseon,  Cimon,  and  many  others  were  prosecuting  and  im- 
peaching him,  Aristides  alone  neither  did  nor  said  any  ill 
against  him,  and  no  more  triumphed  over  his  enemy  in  his 
adversity,  than  he  had  envied  him  his  prosperity. 

Somt)  say  Aristides  died  in  Pontus,  during  a  voyage  upon 
the  affairs  of  the  public.    Others  that  he  died  of  old  age  at 
Athens  being  in  great  honor  and  veneration  amongst  his. 
16 
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fellow  -citizens.  But  Craterns,  the  Macedonian,  relates  liig 
death  as  follows.  After  the  banishment  of  Themistocles, 
he  says,  the  people  growing  insolent,  there  sprung  up  a 
number  of  false  and  frivolous  accusers,  impeaching  the 
best  and  most  influential  men  and  exposing  thera  to  the 
envy  of  the  multitude,  whom  their  good  fortune  and  power 
had  filled  with  self-conceit.  Amongst  these,  Aristides  was 
condemned  of  bribery  upon  the  accusation  of  Diophantug 
of  Amphitrope,  for  taking  money  from  the  lonians  when 
he  was  collector  of  the  tribute ;  and  being  unable  to  pay 
the  fine,  which  was  fifty  minse,  sailed  to  Ionia,  and  died 
there.  But  of  this  Craterus  brings  no  written  proof,  neither 
the  sentence  of  his  condemnation,  nor  the  decree  of  the 
people;  though  in  general  it  is  tolerably  usual  with  him 
to  set  down  such  things  and  to  cite  his  authors.  Almost 
all  others  who  have  spoken  of  the  misdeeds  of  the  people 
towards  their  generals,  collect  them  all  together,  and  tell 
us  of  the  banishment  of  Themistocles,  Miltiades's  bonds, 
Pericles's  fine,  and  the  death  of  Paches  in  the  judgment- 
hall,  who,  upon  receiving  sentence,  killed  himself  on  the 
hustings,  with  many  things  of  the  like  nature.  They  add 
the  banishment  of  Aristides  ;  but  of  this  his  condemnation, 
they  make  no  mention. 

Moreover,  his  monument  is  to  be  seen  at  Phalerum,  which 
they  say  was  built  him  by  the  city,  he  not  having  left 
enough  even  to  defray  funeral  charges.  And  it  is  stated, 
that  his  two  daughters  were  publicly  married  out  of  the 
prytaneura,  or  state-house,  by  the  city,  which  decreed  each 
of  thera  three  thousand  drachmas  for  her  portion ;  and  that 
upon  his  son  Lysimachus  the  people  bestowed  a  hundred 
minas  of  money,  and  as  many  acres  of  planted  land,  and 
ordered  him  besides,  upon  the  motion  of  Alcibiades,  four 
drachmas  a  day.  Furthermore,  Lysimachus  leaving  a 
daughter,  named  Polycrite,  as  Callisthenes  says,  the  people 
voted  her,  also,  the  same  allowance  for  food  with  thosa 
that  obtained  the  victory  in  the  Olympic  Games.  But 
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Demetrius  the  Phalerian,  Hieronymus  the  Rhodian,  Aris- 
toxenus  the  musician,  and  Aristotle  (if  the  Treatise  of 
Nobility  is  to  be  reckoned  among  the  genuine  pieces  of 
Aristotle)  say  that  Myrto,  Aristides's  granddaughter,  lived 
with  Socrates  the  philosopher,  who  indeed  had  another 
wife,  but  took  her  into  his  house,  being  a  widow,  by  reason 
of  her  indigence,  and  want  of  the  necessaries  of  life.  But 
Pansetius  sufficiently  confutes  this  in  his  books  concerning 
Socrates.  Demetrius  the  Phalerian,  in  his  Socrates,  says, 
he  knew  one  Lysimachus,  son  to  the  daughter  of  Aristides, 
extremely  poor,  who  used  to  sit  near  what  is  called  the 
laccheum,  and  sustained  himself  by  a  table  for  interpreting 
dreams;  and  that,  upon  his  proposal  and  representations, 
a  decree  was  passed  by  the  people,  to  give  the  mother  and 
aunt  of  this  man  half  a  drachma  a  day.  The  same  Deme- 
trius, when  he  was  legislating  himself,  decreed  each  of 
these  women  a  drachma  j^er  diem.  And  it  is  not  to  be 
wondered  at,  that  the  people  of  Athens  should  take  such 
care  of  people  living  in  the  city,  since  hearing  the  grand- 
daughter of  Aristogiton  was  in  a  low  condition  in  the  isle 
of  Lemnos,  and  so  poor  nobody  would  marry  her,  they 
brought  her  back  to  Athens,  and  marrying  her  to  a  man 
of  good  birth,  gave  a  farm  at  Potamus  as  her  marriage- 
portion  ;  and  of  similar  humanity  and  bounty  the  city  of 
Athens,  even  in  our  age,  has  given  numerous  proofs,  and  h 
justly  admired  and  respected  in  consequence. 
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MARCUS  CATO. 

Maecus  Cato,  we  are  told,  was  born  at  Tasculum,  though 
(till  he  betook  himself  to  civil  and  military  affairs)  he  lived 
and  was  bred  up  in  the  country  of  the  Sabines,  where  his 
father's  estate  lay.  His  ancestors  seeming  almost  entirely 
unknown,  he  himself  praises  his  father  Marcus,  as  a 
worthy  man  and  a  brave  soldier,  and  Cato,  his  great-grand- 
father, too,  as  one  who  had  often  obtained  military  prizes, 
and  who,  having  lost  five  horses  under  him,  received,  on 
the  account  of  his  valor,  the  worth  of  them  out  of  the 
public  exchequer.  Now  it  being  the  custom  among  the 
Romans  to  call  those  who,  having  no  repute  by  birth,  made 
themselves  eminent  by  their  own  exertions,  new  men  or 
upstarts,  they  called  even  Cato  himself  so,  and  so  he  con- 
fessed himself  to  be  as  to  any  public  distinction  or  employ- 
ment, but  yet  asserted  that  in  the  exploits  and  virtues  ol 
his  ancestors  he  was  very  ancient.  His  third  name  origin- 
ally was  not  Cato,  but  Prisons,  though  afterwards  he  had 
the  surname  of  Cato,  by  reason  of  his  abilities ;  for  the 
Romans  call  a  skilful  or  experienced  man  Catus.  lie 
was  of  a  ruddy  complexion,  and  gray-eyed  ;  as  the  writer, 
who,  with  no  good- will,  made  the  following  epigram  upon 
him,  lets  us  see  : — 

Porclus,  who  snarls  at  all  in  every  place. 
With  his  gray  eyes,  and  with  his  fiery  face. 
Even  after  death  will  scarce  admitted  be 
Into  the  infernal  realms  by  Hecate. 

He  gained,  in  early  life,  a  good  habit  of  body  by  working 
with  his  own  hands,  and  living  temperately,  and  serving  in 
war;  and  seemed  to  have  an  equal  proportion  both  ot 
bealth  and  strength.   And  he  exerted  and  practised  his 
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eliaquence  through  all  the  neighborhood  and  little  villages ; 
thinking  it  as  l  equisite  as  a  second  body,  and  an  all  but 
necessary  organ  to  one  who  looks  forward  to  something 
above  a  mere  humble  and  inactive  life.  He  would  never 
refuse  to  be  counsel  for  those  who  needed  him,  and  was, 
indeed,  early  reckoned  a  good  lawyer,  and,  ere  long,  a  capa- 
ble orator. 

Hence  his  solidity  and  depth  of  character  showed  itself 
gradually  more  and  more  to  those  with  whom  he  was  con« 
cerned,  and  claimed,  as  it  were,  employment  in  great  affairs, 
and  places  of  public  command.  Nor  did  he  merely  abstain 
from  taking  fees  for  his  counsel  and  pleading,  but  did  not 
even  seem  to  put  any  high  price  on  the  honor  which  pro- 
ceeded from  such  kind  of  combats,  seeming  much  more  de- 
sirous to  signalize  himself  in  the  camp  and  in  real  fights; 
and  while  yet  but  a  youth,  had  his  breast  covered  with 
scars  he  had  received  from  the  enemy  :  being  (as  he  himself 
says)  but  seventeen  years  old  wlien  lie  made  his  first  cam- 
paign; in  the  time  when  Hannibal,  in  the  height  of  his 
success,  was  burning  and  pillaging  all  Italy.  In  engage- 
ments he  would  strike  boldly,  without  flinching,  stand  firm 
to  his  ground,  fix  a  bold  countenance  upon  his  enemies, 
and  with  a  harsh  threatening  voice  accost  them,  justly 
thinking  himself  and  telling  others,  that  such  a  rugged 
kind  of  behavior  sometimes  terrifies  the  enemy  more  than 
the  sword  itself.  In  his  marches,  he  bore  his  own  arms  on 
foot,  whilst  one  servant  only  followed,  to  carry  tlie  provi- 
sion for  his  table,  with  whom  he  is  said  never  to  have  been 
angry  or  hasty,  whilst  he  made  ready  his  dinner  or  supper, 
but  would,  for  the  most  part,  when  he  was  free  from  mili- 
tary duty,  assist  and  help  him  himself  to  dress  it.  When 
he  was  with  the  army,  he  used  to  drink  only  water ;  un- 
less, perhaps,  when  extremely  thirsty,  he  might  mingle  it 
with  a  little  vinegar,  or  if  he  found  his  strength  fail  him, 
take  a  little  wine. 

The  little  country  house  of  Manius  Curius,  who  had  been 
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thrice  carried  in  triumpli,  Iiappened  to  be  near  his  farm;g| 
that  often  going  thitlier,  and  contemplating  the  small  com 
pass  of  the  place,  and  plainness  of  tlie  dwelling,  he  formed 
an  idea  of  the  mind  of  the  person,  who  being  one  of  tin 
greatest  of  the  Romans,  and  having  snbdued  the  most  war 
like  nations,  nay,  had  driven  I'yrrhus  out  of  Italy,  now 
after  three  triumphs,  was  contented  to  dig  in  so  small j 
piece  of  ground,  and  live  iu  such  a  cottage.  Here  it  was 
that  the  ambassadors  of  the  Samnites,  finding  him  boiling 
turnips  in  the  chimney  corner,  offered  him  a  present  ol 
gold ;  but  he  sent  them  away  with  this  saying ;  that  he, 
who  was  content  with  such  a  supper,  had  no  need  of  gold; 
and  that  he  thought  it  more  honorable  to  conquer  those 
who  possessed  the  gold,  than  to  possess  the  gold  itself, 
Cato,  after  reflecting  upon  these  things,  used  to  return,  and 
reviewing  his  own  farm,  his  servants,  and  housekeeping, 
inci'ease  his  labor,  and  retrench  all  superfluous  expenses. 

When  Fabius  Maximus  took  Tarentum,  Cato,  being  then 
but  a  youth,  was  a  soldier  under  him ;  and  being  lodged 
with  one  Nearchus,  a  Pythagorean,  desired  to  understand 
some  of  his  doctrine,  and  hearing  from  him  the  languagej 
which  Plato  also  uses, — that  pleasure  is  evil's  chief  baiti 
the  body  the  principal  calamity  of  the  soul ;  and  that  thoal 
thoughts  which  most  separate  and  take  it  off  from  the 
affections  of  the  body,  most  enfranchise  and  purify  it ;  he 
fell  in  love  the  more  with  frugality  and  temperance.  With 
this  exception,  he  is  said  not  to  have  studied  Greek  until 
when  he  was  pretty  old ;  and  in  rhetoric,  to  have  then 
profited  a  little  by  Thucydides,  but  more  by  Demosthenes; 
his  writings,  however,  are  considerably  embellished  witK 
Greek  sayings  and  stories ;  nay,  many  of  these,  translated 
word  for  word,  are  placed  with  his  own  apophthegms  aa| 
sentences. 

There  was  a  man  of  the  highest  rank,  and  very  influen- 
tial  among  the  IJoiiians,  called  Valerius  Flaccus,  who  was 
singularly  skilful  iu  discerning  excellence  yet  in  the  hud, 
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and  also  much  disposed  to  nourish  and  advance  it.   He,  it 
seems,  had  lands  bordering  upon  Cato's :  nor  could  he  but 
admire  when  he  understood  from  his  servants  the  manner 
of  his  living,  how  he  labored  with  his  own  hands,  went  on 
foot  betimes  in  the  morning  to  the  courts  to  assist  those 
who  wanted  his  counsel ;  how,  returning  home  again,  when 
it  was  winter,  he  would  throw  a  loose  frock  over  his 
shoulders,  and  in  the  summer  time  would  work  without 
^anything  on  among  his  domestics,  sit  down  with  them, 
eat  of  the  same  bread,  and  drink  of  the  same  wine.  "When 
they  spoke,  also,  of  other  good  qualities,  his  fair  dealing 
ind  moderation,  mentioning  also  some  of  his  wise  sayings, 
ae  ordered,  that  he  should  be  invited  to  supper  ;  and  thus 
jecoming  personally  assured  of  his  fine  temper  and  his 
iuperior  character  which,  like  a  plant,  seemed  only  to  re- 
[uire  culture  and  a  better  situation,  he  urged  and  persuaded 
iim  to  apply  himself  to  state  affairs  at  Rome.  Thither, 
herefore,  he  went,  and  by  his  pleading  soon  gained  many 
fiends  and  admirers;  but,  Valerius  chiefly  assistiiig  his 
ipomotion,  he  first  of  all  got  appointed  tribune  in  the 
rmy,  and  afterwards  was  made  quaestor,  or  treasurer, 
ind  now  becoming  eminent  and  noted,  he  passed,  with  Vale- 
ius  himself,  through  the  greatest  commands,  being  first  his 
jlleague  as  consul,  and  then  censor.   But  among  all  the 
Qcient  senators,  he  most  attached  himself  to  Fabius  Maxi- 
ms ;  not  so  much  for  the  honor  of  his  person,  and  the  great- 
ess  of  his  power,  as  that  he  might  have  before  him  his  habit 
id  manner  of  life,  as  the  best  examples  to  follow ;  and  so 
3  did  not  hesitate  to  oppose  Scipio  the  Great,  who,  being 
len  but  a  young  man,  seemed  to  set  himself  against  the 
)wer  of  Fabius,  and  to  be  envied  by  him.    For  being  sent 
jjether  with  him  as  treasurer,  when  he  saw  him,  according 
his  natural  custom,  make  great  expenses,  and  distribute 
?ong  the  soldiers  without  sparing,  he  freely  told  him  that 
e  expense  iuitself  was  not  the  greatest  thing  to  be  consid 
'  ed,  but  that  he  was  corrupting  the  frugality  of  the  soldiers, 
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by  giving  them  the  means  to  abandon  themselves  to  unnecea 
sary  pleasures  and  luxuries.  Scipio  answered,  that  he  had 
no  need  for  so  accurate  a  treasurer  (bearing  on  as  he  was 
80  to  say,  full  sail  to  the  war),  and  that  he  owed  the  people 
an  account  of  his  actions,  and  not  of  the  money  he  spent 
Hereupon  Cato  returned  from  Sicily  and,  together  will 
Fabius,  made  loud  complaints  in  the  open  senate  of  Scipio's 
lavishing  unspeakable  sums,  and  childishly  loitering  awaj 
his  time  in  wrestling  matches  and  comedies,  as  if  he  were 
not  to  make  war,  but  holiday ;  and  thus  succeeded  in  get 
ting  some  of  the  tribunes  of  the  people  sent  to  call  bim 
back  to  Rome,  in  case  the  accusations  should  prove  true. 
But  Scipio  demonstrating,  as  it  were,  to  them,  by  hia 
preparations,  the  coming  victory,  and,  being  found  merely 
to  be  living  pleasantly  with  his  friends,  when  there  was 
nothing  else  to  do,  but  in  no  respect  because  of  that  easi- 
ness and  liberality  at  all  the  more  negligent  in  things  of 
consequence  and  moment,  without  impediment,  set  sail 
toward  the  war. 

Cato  grew  more  and  more  powerful  by  his  eloquence,  so 
that  he  was  commonly  called  the  Roman  Demosthenes; 
but  his  manner  of  life  was  yet  more  famous  and  talked  of 
For  oratorical  skill  was,  as  an  accomplishment,  cominonlj 
studied  and  sought  after  by  all  young  men ;  but  he  was 
very  rare  who  would  cultivate  the  old  habits  of  bodily 
labor,  or  prefer  a  light  supper,  and  a  breakfast  which  never 
saw  the  fire,  or  be  in  love  with  poor  clothes  and  a  homely 
lodging,  or  could  set  his  ambition  rather  on  doing  without 
luxuries  than  on  possessing  them.  For  now  the  state, 
unable  to  keep  its  purity  by  reason  of  its  greatness,  ami 
having  so  many  affairs,  and  people  from  all  parts  under  its 
government,  was  fain  to  admit  many  mixed  customs,  and 
new  examples  of  living.  With  reason,  therefore,  every- 
body admired  Cato,  when  they  saw  others  sink  under 
labors,  and  grow  effeminate  by  pleasures  ;  and  yet  hehSi 
aim  unconquered  by  either,  and  that  not  only  when  beWi* 
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young  and  desirous  of  honor,  but  also  when  old  and  grav- 
headed,  after  a  consulship  and  triumph ;  like  some  famous 
victor  in  the  games,  persevering  in  his  exercise  and  main- 
taining his  character  to  the  very  last.  He  himself  says, 
that  he  never  wore  a  suit  of  clothes  which  cost  more  than  a 
hundred  drachmas ;  and  that,  when  he  was  general  and 
lonsul,  he  drank  the  same  wine  which  his  workmen  did ; 
und  that  the  meat  or  fish  which  was  bought  in  the  meat- 
market  for  his  dinner  did  not  cost  above  thirty  asses.  All 
which  was  for  the  sake  of  the  commonwealth,  that  so  his 
body  might  be  the  hardier  for  the  war.  Having  a  piece, 
of  embroidered  Babylonian  tapestry  left  him,  he  sold  it; 
because  none  of  his  farmhouses  were  so  much  as  plastered. 
Nor  did  he  ever  buy  a  slave  for  above  fifteen  hundred 
drachmas ;  as  he  did  not  seek  for  effeminate  and  handsome 
ones,  but  able  stui-dy  workmen,  horse-keepers  and  cow- 
herds :  and  these  he  thought  ought  to  be  sold  again,  when 
they  grew  old,  and  no  useless  servants  fed  in  the  house. 
In  short,  he  reckoned  nothing  a  good  bargain  which  was 
superfluous;  but  whatever  it  was,  though  sold  for  a  far- 
thing, he  would  think  it  a  great  price,  if  you  had  na 
need  of  it ;  and  was  for  the  purchase  of  lands  for  sowing 
and  feeding,  rather  than  grounds  for  sweeping  and 
watering. 

Some  imputed  these  things  to  petty  avarice,  but  others 
approved  of  him,  as  if  he  had  only  tlie  more  strictly  denied 
himself  for  the  rectifying  and  amending  of  others.  Yet 
Jertainly,  in  my  judgment,  it  marks  an  over-rigid  temper, 
-or  a  man  to  take  the  work  out  of  his  servants  as  out  of 
brute  beasts,  turning  them  off  and  selling  them  in  their  old 
age,  and  thinking  there  ought  to  be  no  further  commerce 
^between  man  and  man,  than  whilst  there  arises  some  profit 
by  it.  We  see  that  kindness  or  humanity  has  a  larger 
field  than  bare  justice  to  exercise  itself  in  ;  law  and  justice  , 
We  cannot,  in  the  nature  of  things,  employ  on  others  than 
Ben ;  but  we  may  extend  our  goodness  and  charity  even. 
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to  irrational  creatures ;  and  such  acts  flow  from  a  gentla 
nature,  as  water  from  an  abundant  spring.    It  is  doubtless 
the  part  of  a  Icind-natured  man  to  keep  even  worn-out 
horses  and  dogs,  and  not  only  take  care  of  tliem  wiien 
they  are  foals  and  whelps,  but  also  when  they  are  grown 
old.   The  Athenians,  when  they  built  their  Hecatompedon, 
turned  those  mules  loose  to  feed  freely  which  they  had 
observed  to  have  done  the  hardest  labor.    One  of  these 
(they  say)  came  once  of  itself  to  offer  its  service,  and  ran 
along  with,  nay,  and  went  before,  the  teams  which  drew 
the  wagons  up  to  the  acropolis,  as  if  it  would  incite  and  en- 
courage them  to  draw  more  stoutly ;  upon  which  there 
passed  a  vote,  that  the  creature  should  be  kept  at  the  publio 
charge  even  till  it  died.   The  graves  of  Cimon's  horses, 
which  thrice  won  the  Olympian  races,  are  yet  to  be  seen 
close  by  his  own  monument.    Old  Xanthippus,  too  (amongst 
many  others  who  buried  the  dogs  they  had  bred  up),  en. 
tombed  his  which  swam  after  his  galley  to  Salamis,  when 
the  people  fled  from  Athens,  on  the  top  of  a  cliff,  which 
they  call  the  Dog's  Tomb  to  this  day.    Nor  are  we  to  use 
living  creatures  like  old  shoes  or  dishes,  and  throw  thera 
away  when  they  are  worn  out  or  broken  with  service;  but 
if  it  were  for  nothing  else,  but  by  way  of  study  and  practice 
in  humanity,  a  man  ought  always  to  prehabituate  himself 
in  these  things  to  be  of  a  kind  and  sweet  disposition.  As 
to  myself,  I  would  not  so  much  as  sell  my  draught  ox  on 
the  account  of  his  age,  much  less  for  a  small  piece  of  money 
sell  a  poor  old  man,  and  so  chase  him,  as  it  were,  from  his 
own  country,  by  turning  him  not  only  out  of  the  place 
where  he  has  lived  a  long  while,  but  also  out  of  the  manner 
of  living  he  has  been  accustomed  to,  and  that  more  especially 
when  he  would  be  as  useless  to  the  buyer  as  to  the  seller. 
Yet  Cato  for  all  this  glories  that  he  left  that  very  horse  in 
Spain,  which  he  used  in  the  wars  when  he  was  consul, 
only  because  he  would  not  put  the  public  to  the  charge  of 
bis  freight.    Whether  these  acts  are  to  be  ascribed  to  the 
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greatness  or  pettiness  of  his  spirit,  let  every  one  argue  as 


For  his  general  temperance,  however,  and  self-control, 
he  really  deserves  the  highest  admiration.  For  when  he 
commanded  the  army,  he  never  took  for  himself,  and  those 
that  belonged  to  him,  above  three  bushels  of  wheat  for  a 
month,  and  somewhat  less  than  a  bushel  and  a  half  a  day 
of  barley  for  his  baggage-cattle.  And  when  he  entered 
upon  the  government  of  Sardinia,  where  his  predecessors 
had  been  used  to  require  tents,  bedding,  and  clothes  upon 
the  public  account,  and  to  charge  the  state  heavily  with 
the  cost  of  provisions  and  entertainments  for  a  great  train 
of  servants  and  friends,  the  difference  he  showed  in  his 
economy  was  something  incredible.  There  was  nothing  of 
any  sort  for  which  he  put  the  public  to  expense ;  he  would 
walk  without  a  carriage  to  visit  the  cities,  with  one  only 
of  the  common  town  officers,  who  carried  his  dress,  and  a 
cup  to  offer  libation  with.  Yet  though  he  seemed  thus 
easy  and  sparing  to  all  who  were  under  his  power,  he,  on 
the  other  hand,  showed  most  inflexible  severity  and  strict- 
ness in  what  related  to  public  justice,  and  was  rigorous  and 
precise  in  what  concerned  the  ordinances  of  the  common- 
wealth ;  so  that  the  Roman  government  never  seemed 
more  terrible,  nor  yet  more  mild  than  under  his  adminis- 
tration. 

■  His  very  manner  of  speaking  seemed  to  have  such  a  kind 
)f  idea  with  it;  for  it  was  courteous,  and  yet  forcible; 
'feasant,  yet  overwhelming;  facetious,  yet  austere;  sen- 
tentious, and  yet  vehement :  like  Socrates,  in  the  descrip. 
ion  of  Plato,  who  seemed  outwardly  to  those  about  him  to 
^ )e  but  a  simple,  talkative,  blunt  fellow ;  whilst  at  the  bottom 
"  le  was  full  of  such  gravity  and  matter,  as  would  even  move 
'-ears,  and  touch  the  very  hearts  of  his  auditors.  And, 
I'herefore,  I  know  not  what  has  persuaded  some  to  say,  that 
/ato's  style  was  chiefly  like  that  of  Lysias.    However,  let 
'  s  leave  those  to  judge  of  these  things,  who  profess  most 
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to  distinguish  between  the  several  kinds  of  oratorical  style 
in  Latin ;  wliilst  we  write  clown  some  of  liis  memorable 
sayings ;  being  of  the  opinion  that  a  man's  character  ap. 
pears  much  more  by  his  words,  than,  as  some  think  it  does, 
by  his  looks. 

Being  once  desirous  to  dissuade  the  common  people  of 
Rome  from  their  unseasonable  and  impetuous  clamor  for 
largesses  and  distributions  of  corn,  he  began  thus  to  ha- 
rangue them :  "  It  is  a  difiBcult  task,  O  citizens,  to  make 
speeches  to  the  belly,  which  has  no  ears."   Reproving,  also, 
their  sumptuous  habits,  he  said,  it  was  hard  to  preserve  a 
city  where  a  fish  sold  for  more  than  an  ox.    He  had  a  say- 
ing, also,  that  the  Roman  people  were  like  sheep ;  for  they, 
when  single,  do  not  obey,  but  when  altogether  in  a  flock, 
they  follow  their  leaders :  "  So  you,"  said  he,  "  when  you 
have  got  together  in  a  body,  let  yourselves  be  guided  by 
those  whom  singly  you  would  never  think  of  being  advised 
by."    Discoursing  of  the  power  of  women :  "  Men,"  said 
he,  "  usually  command  women ;  but  we  command  all  men, 
and  the  women  command  us."    But  this,  indeed,  is  Iwr- 
rowed  from  the  sayings  of  Themistocles,  who,  when  his  son 
was  making  many  demands  of  him  by  means  of  the  mother, 
said,  "O  woman,  the  Athenians  govern  the  Greeks ;  I  govern 
the  Athenians,  but  you  govern  me,  and  your  son  governs 
you  ;  so  let  him  use  his  power  sparingly,  since,  simple  as 
he  is,  he  can  do  more  than  all  the  Greeks  together."  An- 
other saying  of  Cato's  was,  that  the  Roman  people  did  not 
only  fix  the  valuo  of  such  and  such  purple  dyes,  but  also 
of  such  and  such  habits  of  life  :  "  For,"  said  he,  "as  dyers 
most  of  all  dye  such  colors  as  they  see  to  be  most  agree- 
\h\e,  so  the  young  men  learn,  and  zealously  affect  what  is 
most  popular  with  you."    He  also  exhorted  them,  that  it 
they  were  grown  great  by  their  virtue  and  temperance^ 
they  should  not  change  for  tlie  worse  ;  but  if  intemperanofl 
and  vice  had  made  tlicni  great,  they  should  change  for  the 
better;  for  by  that  means  they  were  grown  indeed  quit* 
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great  enough.  He  would  say,  likewise,  of  men  who  wanted 
to  be  continually  in  office,  that  apparently  they  did  not 
know  their  road  ;  since  they  could  not  do  without  beadles 
to  guide  them  on  it.  He  also  reproved  the  citizens  for 
choosing  still  the  same  men  as  their  magistrates ;  "  For 
you  will  seem,"  said  he,  "  either  not  to  esteem  government 
worth  much,  or  to  think  few  worthy  to  hold  it."  Speaking, 
too,  of  a  certain  enemy  of  his,  wlio  lived  a  very  base  and 
discreditable  life :  "  It  is  considered,"  he  said,  "  rather  as 
a  curse  than  a  blessing  on  him,  that  this  fellow's  mother 
prays  that  she  may  leave  him  behind  her."  Pointing  at 
one  who  had  sold  the  land  which  his  father  had  left  him, 
and  which  lay  near  the  seaside,  he  pretended  to  express 
his  wonder  at  his  being  stronger  even  than  the  sea  itself ; 
for  what  it  washed  away  with  a  great  deal  of  labor,  he 
with  a  great  deal  of  ease  drank  away.  When  the  senate, 
with  a  great  deal  of  splendor,  received  king  Eumenes  on 
his  visit  to  Rome,  and  the  chief  citizens  strove  who  should 
be  most  about  him,  Cato  appeared  to  regard  him  with  sus- 
picion and  apprehension ;  and  when  one  that  stood  by,  too, 
took  occasion  to  say,  that  he  was  a  very  good  prince  and  a 
gi"eat  lover  of  the  Romans :  "  It  may  be  so,"  said  Cato ; 
"but  by  nature  this  same  animal  of  a  king  is  a  kind  of  man- 
eater  ; "  nor,  indeed,  were  there  ever  kings  who  deserved 
to  be  compared  with  Epaminondas,  Pericles,  Themistocles, 
Manius  Curius,  or  Hamilcar,  surnamed  Barcas.  He  used 
to  say,  too,  that  his  enemies  envied  him,  because  he  had  to 
get  up  every  day  before  light,  and  neglect  his  own  business 
to  follow  that  of  the  public.  He  would  also  tell  you  that 
he  had  rather  be  deprived  of  the  reward  for  doing  well, 
than  not  to  suffer  the  punishment  for  doing  ill ;  and  that 
he  could  pardon  all  offenders  but  himself. 

The  Romans  having  sent  three  ambassadors  to  Bithynia, 
of  whom  one  was  gouty,  another  had  his  skull  trepanned, 
and  the  other  seemed  little  better  than  a  fool,  Cato,  laughing, 
gave  out,  that  the  Romans  had  sent  an  embassy  which  bad 
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neither  feet,  head,  nor  heart.  His  interest  being  entreated bj 
Scipio,  on  account  of  Polybius,  for  the  Achaean  exiles,  and 
there  happening  to  be  a  great  discussion  in  the  senate  about 
it,  some  being  for,  and  some  against  their  return,  Cato,  stand 
ing  up,  thus  delivered  himself :  "  Here  do  we  sit  all  day  long, 
as  if  we  had  nothing  to  do,  but  beat  our  brains  whether  these 
old  Greeks  should  be  carried  to  their  graves  by  the  hearers 
here,  or  by  those  in  Achsea."  The  senate  voting  their  return, 
it  seems  that  a  few  days  after,  Polybius's  friends  further 
wished  that  it  should  be  further  moved  in  the  senate,  that  the 
said  banished  persons  should  receive  again  the  honors  which 
they  first  had  in  Achsea  ;  and  to  this  purpose  they  sounded 
Cato  for  his  opinion ;  but  he,  smiling,  answered,  that  Po- 
lybius,  Ulysses  like,  having  escaped  out  of  the  Cyclops' den, 
wanted,  it  would  seem,  to  go  back  again  because  he  had  left 
his  cap  and  belt  behind  him.  '^Ile  used  to  assert,  also,  that 
wise  men  profited  more  by  fools,  than  fools  by  wise  men ;  foi 
that  wise  men  avoided  the  faults  of  fools,  but  that  fools  would 
not  imitate  the  good  examples  of  wise  men.*  He  would  pro- 
fess, too,  that  he  was  more  taken  with  young  men  that 
blushed,  than  with  those  who  looked  pale ;  and  that  he  never 
desired  to  have  a  soldier  that  moved  his  hands  too  much  in 
marching,  and  his  feet  too  much  in  fighting;  or  snored 
louder  than  he  shouted.  Ridiculing  a  fat,  overgrown  man: 
"  What  use,"  said  he,  "  can  the  state  turn  a  man's  body  to, 
when  all  between  the  throat  and  groin  is  taken  up  by  the 
belly  ?  "  "When  one  who  was  much  given  to  pleasures  dfr 
sired  his  acquaintance,  begging  his  pardon,  he  said  he  could 
not  live  with  a  man  whose  palate  was  of  a  quicker  sense 
than  his  heart.  He  would  likewise  say,  that  the  soul  of  a 
lover  lived  in  the  body  of  another :  and  that  in  his  whole 
life,  he  most  repented  of  three  things  ;  one  was,  that  he  had 
trusted  a  secret  to  a  woman ;  another  that  he  went  by 
water  when  he  might  have  gone  by  land;  the  third,  thathe 
had  remamed  one  whole  day  without  doing  any  business  d 
moment.   Applying  himself  to  an  old  man  who  was  com- 
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mitting  some  vice  :  "  Friend,"  said  he,  "  old  age  has  of  it- 
self blemishes  enough  ;  do  not  you  add  to  it  the  deformity 
of  vice."  Speaking  to  a  tribune,  who  was  reputed  a  prisoner, 
and  was  very  violent  for  the  bringing  in  of  a  bill,  in  order 
to  make  a  certain  law :  "  Young  man,"  cried  he,  "  I  knovr 
not  which  would  be  better,  to  drink  what  you  mix,  or  con- 
firm what  you  would  put  up  for  a  law."  Being  reviled  hj 
a  fellow  who  lived  a  profligate  and  wicked  life :  "  A  con- 
test," replied  he,  "  is  unequal  between  you  and  me  :  for  you 
can  hear  ill  words  easily,  and  can  as  easily  give  them :  but  it 
is  unpleasant  to  me  to  give  such,  and  unusual  to  hear  them." 
Such  was  his  manner  of  expressing  himself  in  his  memo 
rable  sayings. 

Being  chosen  consul,  with  his  friend  and  familiar  Valerius 
Flaccus,  the  government  of  that  part  of  Spain  which  the 
Romans  called  the  Hither  Spain,  fell  to  his  lot.  Here,  as 
he  was  engaged  in  reducing  some  of  the  tribes  by  force, 
and  bringing  over  others  by  good  words,  a  large  army  of  bar- 
barians fell  upon  him,  so  that  there  was  danger  of  being 
disgracefully  forced  out  again.  He  therefore  called  upon 
his  neighbors,  the  Celtiberians,  for  help;  and  on  their 
demanding  two  hundred  talents  for  their  assistance  every- 
body else  thought  it  intolerable,  that  even  the  Romans 
should  promise  barbarians  a  reward  for  their  aid ;  but  Cato 
said,  there  was  no  discredit  or  harm  in  it ;  for,  if  they 
overcame,  they  would  pay  them  out  of  the  enemy's  purse, 
and  not  out  of  their  own ;  but  if  they  were  overcome,  there 
would  be  nobody  left  either  to  demand  the  reward  or  to 
pay  it.  However,  he  won  that  battle  completely,  and  after 
that,  all  his  other  affairs  succeeded  splendidly.  Polybiua 
says,  that  by  his  command,  the  walls  of  all  the  cities  on 
this  side  the  river  Bsetis  were  in  one  day's  time  demolished, 
and  yet  there  were  a  great  many  of  them  full  of  brave  and 
warlike  men.  Cato  himself  says,  that  he  took  more  cities 
than  he  stayed  days  in  Spain.  Neither  is  this  a  mere 
,.»hodoaiontade,  it  it  be  true  tt.at  the  number  was  four 
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hundred.  And  though  the  soldiers  themselves  had  got 
much  in  tne  fights,  yet  he  distributed  a  pound  of  silver  to 
every  man  of  them,  saying,  it  was  better  that  many  of  the 
Romans  should  return  home  with  silver,  rather  than  a  few 
with  gold.  For  himself,  he  affirms,  that  of  all  the  things 
thdt  were  taken,  nothing  came  to  him  beyond  what  he  ale 
and  drank.  "  Xeither  do  I  find  fault,"  continued  he,  "  with 
those  that  seek  to  profit  by  these  spoils,  but  I  had  ratliei 
compete  hi  valor  with  the  best,  than  in  wealth  with  the 
richest,  or  with  the  most  covetous  in  love  of  money."  Nor 
did  he  merely  keep  himself  clear  from  taking  anything, 
but  even  all  those  who  more  immediately  belonged  to  him. 
He  had  five  servants  with  him  in  the  army  ;  one  of  whom 
called  Paccus,  bought  three  boys,  out  of  those  who  were 
taken  captive;  which  Cato  coming  to  understand,  the 
man,  rather  than  venture  into  his  presence,  hanged  hiniseli. 
Cato  sold  the  boys,  and  carried  the  price  he  got  for  them 
into  the  public  exchequer. 

Scipio  the  Great,  being  his  enemy,  and  desiring,  whilst 
he  was  carrying  all  things  so  successfully,  to  obstruct  him, 
and  take  the  aflfairs  of  Spain  into  his  own  hands,  succeeded 
in  getting  himself  appointed  his  successor  in  the  govern- 
ment, and,  making  all  possible  haste,  put  a  term  to  Cato's 
authority.  But  he,  taking  with  him  a  convoy  of  five 
cohorts  of  foot,  and  five  hundred  horse  to  attend  him 
home,  overthrew  by  the  way  the  Lacetanians,  and  taking 
from  them  six  hundred  deserters,  caused  them  all  to  be 
beheaded  ;  upon  which  Scipio  seemed  to  be  in  indignation, 
but  Cato,  in  mock  disparagement  of  himself,  said,  "  Koine 
would  become  great  indeed,  if  the  most  honorable  and  great 
men  would  not  yield  up  the  first  place  of  valor  to  those 
who  were  more  obscure,  and  when  they  who  were  of  the 
commonalty  (as  he  himself  was)  would  contend  in  valor 
with  those  who  were  most  eminent  in  birth  and  honor." 
Tlie  senate  having  voted  to  eliange  nothing  of  what  had 
been  established  by  Cato,  the  government  passed  away  un* 
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der  Scipio  to  no  manner  of  purpose,  in  idleness  and  doing 
nothing;  and  so  diminished  his  credit  much  more  than 
Gate's,  Nor  did  Cato,  who  now  received  a  triumph,  remit 
after  this  and  slacken  the  reins  of  virtue,  as  many  do,  who 
strive  not  so  much  for  virtue's  sake,  as  for  vainglory,  and 
having  attained  the  highest  honors,  as  the  consulship  and 
triumphs,  pass  the  rest  of  their  life  in  pleasure  and  idleness, 
and  quit  all  public  affairs.  But  he,  like  those  who  are  just 
entered  upon  public  life  for  the  first  time,  and  thirst  after 
gaining  honor  and  glory  in  some  new  office,  strained  him- 
self, as  if  he  were  but  just  setting  out ;  and  offering  still 
publicly  his  service  to  his  friends  and  citizens,  would  give 
up  neither  his  pleadings  nor  his  soldiery. 

He  accompanied  and  assisted  Tiberius  Sempronius,  as  his 
lieutenant,  when  he  went  into  Thrace  and  to  the  Danube ; 
and,  in  the  quality  of  tribune,  went  with  Manius  Acilius 
into  Greece,  against  Antiochus  the  Great,  who,  after  Hanni- 
bal, more  than  any  one  struck  terror  into  the  Romans. 
For  having  reduced  once  more  under  a  single  command 
almost  the  whole  of  Asia,  all,  namely,  that  Seleucus  Nicator 
had  possessed,  and  having  brought  into  obedience  many 
warlike  nations  of  the  barbarians,  he  longed  to  fall  upon 
the  Romans,  as  if  they  only  were  now  worthy  to  fight  with 
him.  So  across  he  came  with  his  forces,  pretending,  as  a 
specious  cause  of  the  war,  that  it  was  to  free  the  Greeks, 
■who  had  indeed  no  need  of  it,  they  having  been  but  newly 
delivered  from  the  power  of  king  Philip  and  the  Macedo- 
nians, and  made  independent,  with  the  free  use  of  their  own 
laws,  by  the  goodness  of  the  Romans  themselves  :  so  that 
all  Greece  was  in  commotion  and  excitement,  having  been 
corrupted  by  the  hopes  of  royal  aid  which  the  popular 
leaders  in  their  cities  put  them  into.  Manius,  therefore, 
sent  ambassadors  to  the  different  cities  ;  and  Titus  Flamin- 
ius  (as  is  written  in  the  account  of  him)  suppressed  and 
quieted  most  of  the  attempts  of  the  innovators,  without  any 

trouble.   Cato  brouo-ht  ovp.r  the  Corinthians,  those  of  Pa- 
XT 
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trse  and  ^gium,  and  spent  a  good  deal  of  time  at  Athena 
There  is  also  an  oration  of  his  said  to  be  extant  which  ha 
spoke  in  Greek  to  the  people ;  in  which  he  expressed  his 
admiration  of  the  virtue  of  the  ancient  Athenians,  and 
Bignifled  that  he  came  with  a  great  deal  of  pleasure  to  be  a 
spectator  of  the  beauty  and  greatness  of  their  city.  But 
this  is  a  fiction ;  for  he  spoke  to  the  Athenians  by  an  in- 
terpreter, though  he  was  able  to  have  spoken  himself ;  but 
he  wished  to  observe  the  usage  of  his  own  country,  and 
laughed  at  those  who  admired  nothing  but  what  was  in 
Greek.  Jesting  upon  Postumius  Albinus,  who  had  written 
an  historical  work  in  Greek,  and  requested  that  allowances 
might  be  made  for  his  attempt,  he  said,  that  allowance  in- 
deed might  be  made,  if  he  had  done  it  under  the  express 
compulsion  of  an  Amphictyonic  decree.  The  Athenians,  he 
says,  admired  the  quickness  and  vehemence  of  his  speech ; 
for  an  interpreter  would  be  very  long  in  repeating  what  he 
expressed  w^ith  a  great  deal  of  brevity ;  but  on  the  whole 
he  professed  to  believe,  that  the  words  of  the  Greeks  came 
only  from  theif  U.ps,  whilst  those  of  the  Romans  came  from 
their  hearts. 

Now  Antiochus,  having  occupied  with  his  army  the 
narrow  passages  about  Thermopylae,  and  added  palisades 
and  walls  to  the  natural  fortifications  of  the  place,  sat  down 
there,  thinking  he  had  done  enough  to  divert  the  war ;  and 
the  Romans,  indeed,  seemed  wholly  to  despair  of  forcing 
the  passage ;  but  Cato,  calling  to  mind  the  compass  and 
circuit  which  the  Persians  had  formerly  made  to  come  at 
this  place,  went  forth  in  the  night,  taking  along  with  him 
part  of  the  army.  Whilst  they  were  climbing  up,  the 
guide,  who  was  a  prisoner,  missed  the  way,  and  wandering 
up  and  down  by  impracticable  and  precipitous  paths,  flUed 
the  soldiers  witl-.  fear  and  despondency.  Cato,  perceiving 
the  danger,  commanded  all  the  rest  to  halt,  and  stay  where 
they  were,  whilst  he  himself,  taking  along  with  him  on9 
Lucius  Manlius,  a  most  expert  man  at  climbing  raountaiM, 
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went  forward  with  a  great  deal  of  labor  and  danger,  in  the 
dark  night,  and  without  the  least  moonshine,  among  the 
wild  olive-trees  and  steep  craggy  rocks,  there  being  noth- 
ing but  precipices  and  darkness  before  their  eyes,  till  they 
struck  into  a  little  pass  which  they  thought  might  lead 
down  into  the  enemy's  camp.  There  they  put  up  marks 
upon  some  conspicuous  peaks  which  surmount  the  hill 
called  Callidromon,  and,  returning  again,  they  led  the  army 
along  with  them  to  the  said  marks,  till  they  got  into  their 
little  path  again,  and  there  once  made  a  halt ;  but  when 
they  began  to  go  further,  the  path  deserted  them  at  a 
precipice,  where  they  were  in  another  strait  and  fear;  nor 
did  they  perceive  that  they  were  all  this  while  near  the 
enemy.  And  now  the  day  began  to  give  some  light,  when 
they  seemed  to  hear  a  noise,  and  presently  after  to  see 
the  Greek  trenches  and  the  guard  at  the  foot  of  the  rock. 
Here,  therefore,  Cato  halted  his  forces,  and  commanded 
the  troops  from  Firmum  only,  without  the  rest,  to  stick  by 
him,  as  he  had  always  found  them  faithful  and  ready.  And 
when  they  came  up  and  formed  around  him  in  close  order, 
he  thus  spoke  to  them  :  "  I  desire,"  he  said,  "  to  take  one 
of  the  enemy  alive,  that  so  I  may  understand  what  men 
these  are  who  guard  the  passage  ;  their  number;  and  with 
what  discipline,  order,  and  preparation  they  expect  us ;  but 
this  feat,"  continued  he,  "  must  be  an  act  of  a  great  deal  of 
quickness  and  boldness,  such  as  that  of  lions,  when  they 
dart  upon  some  timorous  animal."  Cato  had  no  sooner  thus 
expressed  himself,  but  the  Firmans  forthwith  rushed  down 
the  mountain,  just  as  they  were,  upon  the  guard,  and,  fall- 
ing unexpectedly  upon  them,  affrighted  and  dispersed  them 
all.  One  armed  man  they  took,  and  brought  to  Cato,  who 
quickly  learned  from  him,  that  the  rest  of  the  forces  lay  in 
the  narrow  passage  about  the  king ;  that  those  who  kept 
the  tops  ot  the  rocks  were  six  hundred  choice  JEtolians. 
Cato,  therefore,  despising  the  smallness  of  their  number  and 
carelessness,  forthwith  drawing  his  sword,  fell  upon  them 
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with  a  great  noise  of  trumpets  and  shouting.  Tlie  enemj, 
perceiving  tiiera  tlius  tumbling,  as  it  \\  ere,  upon  them  from 
the  precipices,  flew  to  the  main  body,  and  put  all  things 
into  disorder  there. 

In  the  mean  time,  ^^■hilst  Manias  was  forcing  the  works 
below,  and  pouring  the  thickest  of  his  forces  into  the  nar- 
row  passages,  Antiochus  was  hit  in  the  mouth  with  a  stone, 
so  that  his  teeth  being  beaten  out  by  it,  he  felt  such  exces- 
sive pain,  that  he  was  fain  to  turn  away  with  his  horse; 
nor  did  any  part  of  his  army  stand  the  shock  of  the  Ro. 
mans.  Yet,  though  there  seemed  no  reasonable  hope  of 
flight,  where  all  paths  were  so  difficult,  and  where  there 
were  deep  marshes  and  steep  rocks,  which  looked  as  if  they 
were  ready  to  receive  those  who  should  stumble,  the  fugi. 
tives,  nevertheless,  crowding  and  pressing  together  in  tU 
narrow  passages,  destroyed  even  one  another  in  their  terroi 
of  the  swords  and  blows  of  the  enemy.  Cato  (as  it  plainly 
appears)  was  never  oversparing  of  his  own  praises,  and 
seldom  shunned  boasting  of  any  exploit ;  which  quality, 
indeed,  he  seems  to  have  thought  the  natural  accompani- 
ment of  great  actions ;  and  with  these  particular  exploits 
he  was  highly  puffed  up  ;  he  says,  that  those  who  saw  liira 
that  day  pursuing  and  slaying  the  enemies,  were  ready  to 
assert,  that  Cato  owed  not  so  much  to  the  public,  as  the 
public  did  to  Cato ;  nay,  he  adds,  that  Manius  the  consul, 
coming  hot  from  the  fight,  embraced  him  for  a  great  while, 
when  both  were  all  in  a  sweat ;  and  then  cried  out  with 
joy  that  neither  he  himself,  no,  nor  all  the  people  together, 
could  make  him  a  recompense  equal  to  his  actions.  Afler 
the  fight  he  was  sent  to  Rome,  that  he  himself  might  be 
the  messenger  of  it :  and  so,  with  a  favorable  wind,  he 
sailed  to  Brundusium,  and  in  one  day  got  from  thence  to 
Tarentum  ;  and  having  travelled  four  days  more,  upon  the 
fifth,  counting  from  the  time  of  his  landing,  he  arrived  at 
Rome,  and  so  brought  the  first  news  of  the  victory  himself ; 
and  filled  the  whole  city  \A'ith  joy  and  sacrifices,  and  tb» 
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people  with  the  belief,  that  they  were  able  to  conquer  every 
sea  and  every  land. 

These  are  pretty  nearly  all  the  eminent  actions  of  Cato, 
relating  to  military  affairs  :  in  civil  policy,  he  was  of  opin- 
ion, that  one  chief  duty  consisted  in  accusing  and  indicting 
criminals.  He  himself  prosecuted  many,  and  he  would  also 
assist  others  who  prosecuted  them,  nay,  would  even  pro- 
cure such,  as  he  did  the  Petilii  against  Scipio ;  but  not 
being  able  to  destroy  him,  by  reason  of  the  nobleness  of 
his  family,  and  the  real  greatness  of  his  mind,  which  en- 
abled him  to  trample  all  calumnies  underfoot,  Cato  at  last 
would  meddle  no  more  with  him  ;  yet  joining  with  the 
accusers  against  Scipio's  brother  Lucius,  he  succeeded  in 
obtaining  a  sentence  against  him,  which  condemned  him 
to  the  payment  of  a  large  sum  of  money  to  the  state ;  and 
being  insolvent,  and  in  danger  of  being  thrown  into  jail, 
he  was,  by  the  interposition  of  the  tribunes  of  the  people, 
with  much  ado  dismissed.  It  is  also  said  of  Cato,  that 
when  he  met  a  certain  youth,  who  had  effected  the  dis- 
grace of  one  of  his  father's  enemies,  walking  in  the  market- 
place, he  shook  him  by  the  hand,  telling  him,  that  this 
was  what  we  ought  to  sacrifice  to  our  dead  parents — not 
lambs  and  goats,  but  the  tears  and  condemnations  of  their 
adversaries.  But  neither  did  be  himself  escape  with  im- 
punity in  his  management  of  affairs ;  for  if  he  gave  his 
enemies  but  the  least  hold,  he  was  still  in  danger,  and 
exposed  to  be  brought  to  justice.  He  is  reported  to  have 
escaped  at  least  fifty  indictments  ;  and  one  above  the  rest 
wKich  was  the  last,  when  he  was  eighty-six  years  old, 
about  which  time  he  uttered  the  well-known  saying,  that 
it  was  hard  for  him  who  had  lived  with  one  generation  of 
men,  to  plead  now  before  another.  Neither  did  he  make 
this  the  least  of  his  lawsuits  ;  for,  four  years  after,  when  he 
Was  fourscore  and  ten,  he  accused  Servilius  Galba :  so  that 
his  life  and  actions  extended,  we  may  say,  as  Nestor's  did, 
over  three  ordinary  ages  of  man.    For,  having  had  many 
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contests,  as  we  have  related,  with  Scipio  the  Great,  about 
affairs  of  state,  he  continued  them  down  to  Scipio  the 
younger,  who  was  the  adopted  grandson  of  the  former,  and 
the  son  of  that  Paukis,  who  overthrew  Perseus  and  the 
Macedonians. 

Ten  years  after  his  consulship,  Cato  stood  for  the  ofBce 
of  censor,  which  was  indeed  the  summit  of  all  honor,  and 
in  a  manner  the  highest  step  in  civil  affairs ;  for  besides 
all  other  power,  it  had  also  that  of  an  inquisition  into  every 
one's  life  and  manners.  For  the  Romans  thought  that  no 
marriage,  or  rearing  of  children,  nay,  no  feast  or  drinking, 
bout,  ought  to  be  permitted  according  to  every  one's  appe- 
tite  or  fancy,  without  being  examined  and  inquired  into ; 
being  indeed  of  opinion,  that  a  man's  character  was  much 
sooner  perceived  in  things  of  this  sort  than  in  what  is  done 
publicly  and  in  open  day.  They  chose,  therefore,  two  per- 
sons, one  out  of  the  patricians,  the  other  out  of  the  com. 
mons,  who  were  to  watch,  correct,  and  punish,  if  any  one 
ran  too  much  into  voluptuousness,  or  transgressed  the 
usual  manner  of  life  of  his  country ;  and  these  they  called 
Censors.  They  had  power  to  take  away  a  horse,  or  expel 
out  of  the  senate  any  one  who  lived  intemperately  and  out 
of  order.  It  was  also  their  business  to  take  an  estimate  of 
what  every  one  was  worth,  and  to  put  down  in  registers 
everybody's  birth  and  quality  ;  besides  many  other  prerog. 
atives.  And  therefore  the  chief  nobility  opposed  bis  pre- 
tensions to  it.  Jealousy  prompted  the  patricians,  who 
thought  that  it  would  be  a  stain  to  everybody's  nobility,  if 
men  of  no  original  honor  should  rise  to  the  highest  dignity 
and  power ;  while  others,  conscious  of  their  own  evil  prac- 
tices, and  of  the  violation  of  the  laws  and  customs  of  their 
country,  were  afraid  of  the  austerity  of  the  man ;  which,  in 
an  office  of  such  great  power,  was  likely  to  prove  most  un- 
compromising  and  severe.  And  so,  consulting  among 
themselves,  they  brought  forward  seven  eandidates  in  op- 
position to  him,  who  sedulously  sel  tlieruselves  to  court  the 
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people's  favor  by  fair  promises,  as  though  what  they  wished 
for  was  indulgent  and  easy  government.    Cato,  on  the  con. 
trary,  promising  no  such  mildness,  but  plainly  threatening 
evil  livers,  from  the  very  hustings  openly  declared  himself, 
and  exclaiming,  that  the  city  needed  a  great  and  thorough 
purgation,  called  upon  the  people,  if  they  were  wise,  not  to 
choose  the  gentlest,  but  the  roughest  of  physicians  ;  such  a 
one,  he  said,  he  was,  and  Valerius  Flaccus,  one  of  the  pa- 
tricians, another ;  together  with  him,  he  doubted  not  but  he 
should  do  something  worth  the  while,  and  that,  by  cutting 
to  pieces  and  burning  like  a  hydra,  all  luxury  and  volup- 
tuousness.  He  added,  too,  that  he  saw  all  the  rest  endeavor- 
ing after  the  office  with  ill  intent,  because  they  were  afraid 
of  those  who  would  exercise  it  justly,  as  they  ought.  And 
30  truly  great  and  so  worthy  of  great  men  to  be  its  leaders 
was,  it  would  seem,  the  Roman  people,  that  they  did  not 
'ear  the  severity  and  grim  countenance  of  Cato,  but  reject- 
ng  those  smooth  promisers  who  were  ready  to  do  all  things 
0  ingratiate  themselves,  they  took  him,  together  with 
*'laccus ;  obeying  his  recommendations  not  as  though  he 
me  a  candidate,  but  as  if  he  had  had  the  actual  power  of 
ommanding  and  governing  already. 
Cato  named,  as  chief  of  the  senate,  his  friend  and  col- 
iague  Lucius  Valerius  Flaccus,  and  expelled,  among  many 
thers,  Lucius  Quintius,  who  had  been  consul  seven  years 
3fore,  and  (which  was  greater  honor  to  him  than  the  con- 
ilship)  brother  to  that  Titus  Flamininus,  who  overthrew 
ing  Philip.   The  reason  he  had  for  his  expulsion  was 
lis.  Lucius,  it  seems,  took  along  with  him  in  all  his 
mmands,  a  youth,  whom  he  had  kept  as  his  companion 
om  the  flower  of  his  age,  and  to  whom  he  gave  as  much 
•wer  and  respect  as  to  the  chiefest  of  his  friends  and 
lations. 

Now  it  happened  that  Lucius  being  consular  governor  of 
e  of  the  provinces,  the  youth  setting  himself  down  by 
n,  as  he  used  to  do,  among  other  flatteries  with  which 
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he  played  upon  him,  when  he  was  in  his  cups,  told  him 
loved  him  so  dearly  that,  "  though  there  was  a  show  ol 
gladiators  to  be  seen  at  Rome,  and  I,"  he  said,  "had  nevei 
beheld  one  in  my  life ;  and  though  I,  as  it  were,  longed  to 
see  a  man  killed,  yet  I  made  all  possible  haste  to  come  to 
you."  Upon  this  Lucius,  returning  his  fondness,  replied, 
"  Do  not  be  melancholy  on  that  account ;  I  can  remedy 
that."  Ordering  therefore,  forthwith,  one  of  those  con. 
demned  to  die  to  be  brought  to  the  feast,  together  with  the 
headsman  and  axe,  he  asked  the  youth  if  he  wished  to  see 
him  executed.  The  boy  answering  that  he  did,  Lucius  com. 
manded  the  executioner  to  cut  olf  his  neck  ;  and  this  several 
historians  mention  ;  and  Cicero,  indeed,  in  his  dialogue  di 
/Senectute,  introduces  Cato  relating  it  himself.  But  Livf 
says,  that  he  that  was  killed  was  a  Gaulish  deserter,  and 
that  Lucius  did  not  execute  him  by  the  stroke  of  the  exe- 
cutioner, but  with  his  own  hand ;  and  that  it  is  so  stated 
in  Cato's  speech. 

Lucius  being  thus  expelled  out  of  the  senate  by  Cato,  hia 
brother  took  it  very  ill,  and  appealing  to  the  people,  desii-ed 
that  Cato  should  declare  his  reasons ;  and  when  he  began  to 
relate  this  transaction  of  the  feast,  Lucius  endeavored  to 
deny  it;  but  Cato  challenging  him  to  a  formal  investiga- 
tion, he  fell  off  and  refused  it,  so  that  he  was  then  acknowl- 
edged to  suffer  deservedly.    Afterwards,  however,  when 
there  was  some  show  at  the  theatre,  he  passed  by  the  seats 
^\  here  those  who  had  been  consuls  used  to  be  placed,  and 
taking  his  seat  a  great  way  off,  excited  the  compassioiflf 
the  common  people,  who  presently  with  a  great  noise  madit 
him  go  forward,  and  as  nuich  as  they  could,  tried  to  sel 
right  and  salve  over  what  had  happened.    Manilius,  alw^ 
who,  according  to  the  public  expectation,  would  have  beffl 
next  consul,  he  threw  out  of  the  senate,  because,  in  the 
presence  of  his  daughter,  iuid  in  open  day,  he  had  kissed 
his  wife.    lie  snid,  that  as  for  himself,  his  wife  never.caiae 
into  his  arms  except  w  hen  there  was  great  thunderj  M 
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that  it  was  for  jest  with  him,  that  it  was  a  plea&are  for 
him,  when  Jupiter  thundered. 

His  treatment  of  Lucius,  likewise  the  brother  of  Scipio, 
and  one  who  had  been  honored  with  a  triumph,  occasioned 
some  odium  against  Cato ;  for  he  took  his  horse  from  him, 
and  was  thought  to  do  it  with  a  design  of  putting  an  affront 
on  Scipio  Africanus,  now  dead.    But  he  gave  most  genera 
annoyance,  by  retrenching  people's  luxury ;  for  though 
(most  of  the  youth  being  thereby  already  corrupted)  il 
seemed  almost  impossible  to  take  it  away  with  an  open 
hand  and  directly,  yet,  going,  as  it  were,  obliquely  around, 
he  caused  all  dress  carriages,  women's  ornaments,  house- 
hold furniture,  whose  price  exceeded  one  thousand  five 
hundred  drachmas,  to  be  rated  at  ten  times  as  much  as 
they  were  worth ;  intending  by  thus  making  the  assess- 
ments greater,  to  increase  the  taxes  paid  upon  them.  He 
also  ordained  that  upon  every  thousand  asses  of  property 
of  this  kind,  three  should  be  paid,  so  that  people,  burdened 
with  these  extra  charges,  and  seeing  others  of  as  good 
estates,  but  more  frugal  and  sparing,  paying  less  into  the 
public  exchequer,  might  be  tired  out  of  their  prodigality. 
And  thus,  on  the  one  side,  not  only  those  were  disgusted 
at  Cato,  who  bore  the  taxes  for  the  sake  of  their  luxury, 
but  those,  too,  who  on  the  other  side  laid  by  their  luxury 
for  fear  of  the  taxes.   For  people  in  general  reckon,  that 
lu  order  not  to  display  their  riches,  is  equivalent  to  the 
taking  away  of  their  riches,  because  riches  are  seen  mucli 
nore  in  superfluous,  than  in  necessary  things.  Indeed 
;his  was  what  excited  the  wonder  of  Ariston  the  phi- 
osopher;  that  we  account  those  who  possess  superfluous 
hings  more  happy  than  those  who  abound  with  what  is 
lecessary  and  useful.    But  when  one  of  his  friends  asked 
icopas,  the  rich  Thessalian,  to  give  him  some  article  of  no 
Teat  utility,  saying  that  it  was  not  a  thing  that  he  had 
ny  great  need  or  use  for  himself,  "In  truth,"  replied  he, 
it  is  just  these  useless  and  unnecessary  things  that  niaka 
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my  wealth  and  happiness."  Thus  the  desire  of  riches  does 
not  proceed  from  a  natural  passion  within  us,  but  arises 
rather  from  vulgar  out-of-doors  opinion  of  other  people. 

Cato,  notwitlistanding,  being  little  solicitous  as  to  those 
who  exclaimed  against  him,  increased  his  austerity.  He 
caused  the  pipes,  through  which  some  persons  brought  tlie 
public  water  into  their  houses  and  gardens,  to  be  cut,  and 
threw  down  all  buildings  which  jutted  out  into  the  common 
streets.   He  beat  down  also  the  price  in  contracts  for 
public  works  to  the  lowest,  and  raised  it  in  contracts  for 
farming  the  taxes  to  the  highest  sum ;  by  which  proceed- 
ings he  drew  a  great  deal  of  hatred  upon  himself.  Those 
who  were  of  Titus  Flamininus's  party  cancelled  in  the 
senate  all  the  bargains  and  contracts  made  by  him  for  the 
repairing  and  carrying  on  of  the  sacred  and  public  build- 
uigs,  as  unadvantageous  to  the  commonwealth.   They  in- 
cited also  the  boldest  of  the  tribunes  of  the  people  to 
accuse  him  and  to  fine  him  two  talents.   They  likewise 
much  opposed  him  in  building  the  court  or  basilica,  which 
he  caused  to  be  erected  at  the  common  charge,  just  by  the 
senate-house,  in  the  market-place,  and  called  by  his  own 
name,  the  Porcian.    However,  the  people,  it  seems,  liked 
his  censorship  wondrously  well ;  foi",  setting  up  a  statue  for 
him  in  the  temple  of  the  goddess  of  Health,  they  put  an 
inscription  under  it,  not  recording  his  commands  in  war  or 
his  triumph,  but  to  the  effect,  that  this  was  Cato  the  Cen- 
sor, who,  by  his  good  discipline  and  wise  and  temperate 
ordinances,  reclaimed  the  Roman  commonwealth  when  it 
was  declining  and  sinking  down  into  vice.   Before  this 
honor  was  done  to  himself,  he  used  to  laugh  at  those  wlio 
loved  such  kind  of  things,  saying,  that  they  did  not  see 
that  they  were  taking  pride  in  the  workmanship  of  brass- 
founders  and  painters ;  whereas  the  citizens  bore  about 
his  best  likeness  in  their  breasts.    And  when  any  seemed 
to  wonder,  that  he  should  have  never  a  statue,  while  many 
ordinary  persons  liad  one,  "  I  would,"  said  he,  "  mucb 
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rather  be  asked,  why  I  have  not  one,  than  why  I  have  one." 
In  short,  he  would  not  have  any  honest  citizen  endure  to 
be  praised,  except  it  might  prove  advantageous  to  the  com- 
monwealth. Yet  still  he  had  passed  the  highest  com- 
mendation on  himself;  for  he  tells  us  that  those  who  did 
anything  wrong,  and  were  found  fault  with,  used  to  say,  it 
was  not  worth  while  to  blame  them ;  for  they  were  not 
Catos.  He  also  adds,  that  they  who  awkwardly  mimicked 
some  of  his  actions,  were  called  left-handed  Catos  ;  and 
that  the  senate  in  perilous  times  would  cast  their  eyes  on 
him,  as  xipon  a  pilot  in  a  ship,  and  that  often  when  he  was 
not  present  they  put  off  affairs  of  greatest  consequence. 
These  things  are  indeed  also  testified  of  him  by  others  ;  for 
he  had  a  great  authority  in  the  city,  alike  for  his  life,  his 
eloquence,  and  his  age. 

He  was  also  a  good  father,  an  excellent  husband  to  his 
wife,  and  an  extraordinary  economist ;  and  as  he  did  not 
manage  his  affairs  of  this  kind  carelessly,  and  as  things  of 
little  moment,  I  think  I  ought  to  record  a  little  further 
whatever  was  commendable  in  him  in  these  points.  He 
married  a  wife  more  noble  than  rich ;  being  of  opinion,  that 
the  rich  and  the  high-born  aie  equally  haughty  and  proud ; 
but  that  those  of  noble  blood  would  be  more  ashamed  of 
base  things,  and  consequently  more  obedient  to  their  hus- 
bands in  all  that  was  fit  and  right.  A  man  who  beat  his 
wife  or  child,  laid  violent  hands,  he  said,  on  what  was  most 
sacred ;  and  a  good  husband  he  leckoned  worthy  of  more 
praise  than  a  great  senator ;  and  he  admired  the  ancient 
Socrates  for  nothing  so  much,  as  for  having  lived  a  tera« 
perate  and  contented  life  with  a  wife  who  was  a  scold,  and 
children  who  were  half-witted. 

As  soon  as  he  had  a  son  born,  though  he  had  never  such 
urgent  business  upon  his  hands,  unless  it  were  some  public 
matter,  he  would  be  by  when  his  wife  washed  it,  and 
dressed  it  in  its  swaddling  clothes.  For  she  herself  suckled 
it,  nay,  she  often  too  gave  her  breast  to  her  servants' 
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children,  to  produce,  by  sucking  tlie  same  milk,  a  kind  ol 
natural  love  in  tlieni  to  her  son.  Wlieu  he  began  to  come 
to  years  of  discretion,  Cato,  himself,  would  teach  him  to 
read,  although  he  had  a  servant,  a  very  good  grammarian, 
called  Chilo,  who  taught  many  others ;  but  he  thought  not 
fit,  as  he  himself  said,  to  have  his  son  reprimanded  by  a 
slave,  or  pulled,  it  may  be,  by  the  ears  when  found  tardy 
in  his  lesson :  nor  would  he  have  him  owe  to  a  servant  the 
obligation  of  so  great  a  thing  as  his  learning ;  he  himself 
therefore  (as  we  were  saying),  taught  him  his  grammar, 
law,  and  his  gymnastic  exercises.  Nor  did  he  only  show 
him,  too,  how  to  throw  a  dart,  to  fight  in  armor,  and  to 
ride,  but  to  box  also  and  to  endure  both  heat  and  cold,  and 
to  swim  over  the  most  rapid  and  rough  rivers.  He  says, 
likewise,  that  he  wrote  histories,  in  large  characters,  with 
his  own  hand,  that  so  his  son,  without  stirring  out  of  the 
house,  might  learn  to  know  about  his  countrymen  and  fore- 
fathers ;  nor  did  he  less  abstain  from  speaking  anything 
obscene  before  his  son,  than  if  it  had  been  in  the  presence 
of  the  sacred  virgins,  called  vestals.  Nor  would  he  ever 
go  into  the  bath  with  him ;  which  seems  indeed  to  have 
been  the  common  custom  of  the  Romans.  Sons-in-law  used 
to  avoid  bathing  with  fathers-in-law,  disliking  to  see  one 
another  naked  ;  but  having,  in  time,  learned  of  the  Greeks 
to  strip  befoi-e  men,  they  have  since  taught  the  Greeks  to 
do  it  even  with  the  women  themselves. 

Thus,  like  an  excellent  work,  Cato  formed  and  fashioned 
his  son  to  virtue ;  nor  had  he  any  occasion  to  find  fault 
with  his  readiness  and  docility  ;  but  as  he  proved  to  be  of 
too  weak  a  constitution  for  hardships,  he  did  not  insist  on 
requiring  of  him  any  very  austere  way  of  living.  However, 
though  delicate  in  health,  he  proved  a  stout  man  in  the 
field,  and  behaved  himself  valiantly  when  Paulus  ^Erailius 
fought  against  Perseus ;  where  when  his  sword  was  struck 
from  him  by  a  blow,  or  rather  slipped  out  of  his  hand  by 
veason  of  its  moistness,  he  so  keenly  resented  it,  that  be 
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turned  to  some  of  his  friends  about  him,  and  takhig  thera 
along  with  him  again,  fell  upon  the  enemy;  and  having  by 
a  long  fight  and  much  force  cleared  the  place,  at  length 
found  it  among  great  heaps  of  arms,  and  the  dead  bodies 
of  friends  as  well  as  enemies  piled  one  upon  another.  Upon 
which  Paulus,  his  general,  much  commended  the  youth ; 
and  there  is  a  letter  of  Cato's  to  his  son,  which  highly 
praises  his  honorable  eagerness  for  the  recovery  of  his 
sword.  Afterwards  he  married  Tertia,  yEmilius  Paulus's 
daughter,  and  sister  to  Scipio ;  nor  was  he  admitted  into 
this  family  less  for  his  own  worth  than  his  father's.  So 
that  Cato's  care  in  his  sou's  education  came  to  a  very 
fitting  result. 

He  purchased  a  great  many  slaves  out  of  the  captives 
taken  in  war,  but  chiefly  bought  up  the  young  ones, who  were 
capable  to  be,  as  it  were,  broken  and  taught  like  whelps  and 
colts.  Xone  of  these  ever  entered  another  man's  house,  ex- 
cept sent  either  by  Cato  himself  or  his  wife.  If  any  one  of 
them  were  asked  what  Cato  did,  they  answered  merely,  that 
they  did  not  know.  When  a  servant  was  at  home,  he  was 
obliged  either  to  do  some  w-ork  or  sleep,  for  indeed  Cato 
loved  those  most  who  used  to  lie  down  often  to  sleep,  ac- 
counting them  more  docile  than  those  who  were  wakeful, 
and  more  fit  for  anything  when  they  w^ere  refreshed  with 
a  little  slumber.  Being  also  of  opinion,  that  the  great 
cause  of  the  laziness  and  misbehavior  of  slaves  was  their 
running  after  their  pleasures,  he  fixed  a  certain  price  for 
them  to  pay  for  permission  amongst  themselves,  but  would 
suffer  no  connections  out  of  the  house.  At  first,  when  he 
was  but  a  poor  soldier,  he  would  not  be  difficult  in  anything 
which  related  to  his  eating,  but  looked  upon  it  as  a  pitiful 
thing  to  quarrel  with  a  servant  for  the  belly's  sake ;  but 
afterwards,  when  he  grew  richer,  and  made  any  feasts  for 
his  friends  and  colleagues  in  office,  as  soon  as  supper  was 
over  he  used  to  go  with  a  leathern  thong  and  scourge  those 
who  had  waited  or  dressed  the  meat  carelessly.   He  always 
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contrived,  too,  that  bis  servants  should  have  some  difference 
one  among  another,  always  suspecting  and  fearing  a  good 
understanding  between  them.    Tliose  who  had  committed 
anytliing  worthy  of  death,  he  punished  if  they  were  found 
guilty  by  the  verdict  of  their  fellow-servants.    But  being 
after  all  much  given  to  the  desire  ol  gain,  he  looked  upon 
agricultui-e  rather  as  a  pleasure  than  profit;  resolving, 
therefore,  to  lay  out  his  money  in  safe  and  solid  things,  he 
purchased  ponds,  hot  baths,  grounds  full  of  fuller's  earth, 
remunerative  lands,  pastures,  and  woods ;  from  all  which 
he  drew  large  returns,  nor  could  Jupiter  himself,  he  used  to 
say,  do  him  much  damage.    lie  was  also  given  to  the  form 
of  usury,  which  is  considered  most  odious,  in  traffic  by  sea; 
and  that  thus  : — he  desired  that  those  whom  he  put  out  his 
money  to  should  have  many  partners ;  when  the  number 
of  them  and  their  ships  came  to  be  fifty,  he  himself  took 
one  share  through  Quintio  his  freedman,  who  therefore  was 
to  sail  with  the  adventurers,  and  take  a  part  in  all  their 
proceedings;  so  that  thus  there  was  no  danger  of  losing  his 
whole  stock,  but  only  a  little  part,  and  that  with  a  prospect 
of  great  profit.    He  likewise  lent  money  to  those  of  his 
slaves  who  wished  to  borrow,  with  which  they  bought  al.'^o 
other  young  ones,  whom,  when  they  had  taught  and  bred 
up  at  his  charges,  they  would  sell  again  at  the  year's  end; 
but  some  of  them  Cato  would  keep  for  himself,  giving  just 
as  much  for  them  as  another  had  offered.    To  incline  his 
son  to  be  of  his  kind  or  temper,  he  used  to  tell  him,  that  it 
was  not  like  a  man,  but  rather  like  a  widow  woman,  to 
lessen  an  estate.    But  the  strongest  indication  of  Cato's 
avaricious  humor  was  when  he  took  the  boldness  to  afBrm, 
that  he  was  a  most  wonderful,  nay,  a  godlike  man,  who 
left  more  behind  him  than  he  had  received. 

He  was  now  grown  old,  when  Carneades  the  Academic, 
and  Diogenes  the  Stoic,  came  as  deputies  from  Athens  to 
Rome,  praying  for  release  from  a  penalty  of  five  hundred 
talents  laid  on  the  Athenians,  in  a  suit,  to  whioli  they  did 
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not  appear,  in  which  the  Oropians  were  plaintiffs,  and 
Sicyonians  judges.  All  the  most  studious  youth  immedi- 
ately  waited  on  these  philosophers,  and  frequently,  with 
admiration,  heard  them  speak.  But  the  gracefulness  of 
Carneades's  oratory,  whose  ability  was  really  greatest,  and 
his  reputation  equal  to  it,  gathered  large  and  favorable 
audiences,  and  ere  long  filled,  like  a  wind,  all  the  city  with 
the  sound  of  it.  So  that  it  soon  began  to  be  told,  that  a 
Greek,  famous  even  to  admiration,  winning  and  carrying 
all  before  him,  had  impressed  so  strange  a  love  upon  the 
young  men,  that  quitting  all  their  pleasures  and  pastimes, 
they  ran  mad,  as  it  were,  after  philosophy  ;  which  indeed 
much  pleased  the  Romans  in  general;  nor  could  they  but 
with  much  pleasure  see  the  youth  receive  so  welcomely 
the  Greek  literature,  and  frequent  the  company  of  learned 
men.  But  Cato,  on  the  other  side,  seeing  the  passion  for 
words  flowing  into  the  city,  from  the  beginning,  took  it 
ill,  fearing  lest  the  youth  should  be  diverted  that  way,  and 
BO  should  prefer  the  glory  of  speaking  well  before  that  of 
ftrms,  and  doing  well.  And  when  the  fame  of  the  philoso- 
phers increased  in  the  city,  and  Caius  Acilius,  a  person  of 
distinction,  at  his  own  request,  became  their  interpreter  to 
the  senate  at  their  first  audience,  Cato  resolved,  under 
some  specious  pretence,  to  have  all  philosophers  cleared 
out  of  the  city ;  and,  coming  into  the  senate,  blamed  the 
•nagistrates  for  letting  these  deputies  stay  so  long  a  time 
without  being  despatched,  though  they  were  persons  that 
could  easily  persuade  the  people  to  what  they  pleased  ;  that 
therefore  in  all  haste  something  should  be  determined 
about  their  petition,  that  so  they  might  go  home  again  to 
their  own  schools,  and  declaim  to  the  Greek  children,  and 
leave  the  Roman  youth,  to  be  obedient,  as  hitherto,  to  their 
own  laws  and  governors. 

Yet  he  did  this  not  out  of  any  anger,  as  some  think,  to 
Carneades;  but  because  he  wholly  despised  philosophy, 
and  out  of  a  kind  of  pride,  scoffed  at  the  Greek  studies  and 
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literature;  as,  for  example,  he  would  say,  that  Socratec 
was  a  prating  seditious  fellow,  who  did  his  best  to  tyran- 
nize over  liis  country,  to  undermine  the  ancient  customs, 
and  to  entice  and  withdraw  the  citizens  to  opinions  con- 
trary to  the  laws.  Ridiculing  the  school  of  Isocrates,  he 
would  add,  that  his  scholars  grew  old  men  before  they  had 
done  learning  with  him,  as  if  they  wei'e  to  use  their  art 
iind  plead  causes  in  the  court  of  Minos  in  the  next  world. 
And  to  frighten  his  son  from  anything  that  was  Greek,  in 
a  more  vehement  tone  than  became  one  of  his  age,  he  pro- 
nounced,  as  it  were,  with  the  voice  of  an  oracle,  that  the 
Romans  would  certainly  be  destroyed  when  they  began  once 
to  be  infected  with  Greek  literature ;  though  time  indeed 
has  shown  the  vanity  of  this  his  prophecy ;  as,  in  truth, 
the  city  of  Rome  has  risen  to  its  highest  fortune,  while 
entertaining  Grecian  learning.  Nor  had  he  an  aversion 
only  against  the  Greek  philosophers,  but  the  physicians 
also ;  for  having,  it  seems,  heard  how  Hippocrates,  wlien 
the  king  of  Persia  sent  for  him,  with  offers  of  a  fee  of 
several  talents,  said,  that  he  would  never  assist  barbarians 
who  were  enemies  to  the  Greeks ;  he  aflSrmed,  that  this 
was  now  become  a  common  oath  taken  by  all  physicians, 
and  enjoined  his  son  to  have  a  care  and  avoid  them ;  for 
that  he  himself  had  written  a  little  book  of  prescriptions 
for  curing  those  who  were  sick  in  his  family ;  he  never 
enjoined  fasting  to  any  one,  but  ordered  them  either  vege- 
tables, or  tlie  meat  of  a  duck,  pigeon,  or  leveret ;  such  kind 
of  diet  being  of  light  digestion,  and  fit  for  sick  folks,  only 
it  made  those  who  ate  it  dream  a  little  too  much  ;  and  by 
the  use  of  this  kind  of  physic,  he  said,  he  not  only  made 
himself  and  those  about  him  well,  but  kept  them  so. 

However,  for  this  his  presumption,  he  seemed  not  to  have 
escaped  unpunished ;  for  he  lost  both  his  wife  and  his  son; 
though  he  himself,  being  of  a  strong,  robust  constitution, 
held  out  longer ;  so  that  he  would  often,  even  in  his  old 
days,  address  himself  to  women,  and  when  he  was  past  B 
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lover's  age,  married  a  young  woman,  upon  the  following 
pretence :  Having  lost  his  own  wife,  he  married  his  son  to 
tlie  daughter  of  Paulus  ^Erailius,  who  was  sister  to  Scipio ; 
so  tliat  being  now  a  widower  himself,  he  had  a  young  girl 
who  came  privately  to  visit  him,  but  the  house  being  very 
small,  and  a  daughter-in-law  also  in  it,  this  practice  was 
quickly  discovered;  for  the  young  woman  seeming  once 
to  pass  through  it  a  little  too  boldly,  the  youth,  his  son, 
though  he  said  nothing,  seemed  to  look  somewhat  indig- 
nantly upon  her.  The  old  man  perceiving  and  under- 
standing that  what  he  did  was  disliked,  without  findin| 
any  fault  or  saying  a  word,  went  away  as  his  custom  was, 
with  his  usual  companions  to  the  market :  and  among  the 
rest,  he  called  aloud  to  one  Salonius,  who  had  been  a  clerk 
under  him,  and  asked  him,  whether  he  had  married  his 
daughter?  He  answered,  no,  nor  would  he,  till  he  had 
consulted  him.  Said  Cato,  "  Then  I  have  found  out  a  fit  son- 
in-law  for  you,  if  he  should  not  displease  by  reason  of  his 
age ;  for  in  all  other  points  there  is  no  fault  to  be  found  in 
him ;  but  he  is  indeed,  as  I  said,  extremely  old."  However, 
Salonius  desired  him  to  undertake  the  business,  and  to 
give  the  young  girl  to  "\^'hom  he  pleased,  she  being  a 
humble  servant  of  his,  who  stood  in  need  of  his  care  and 
patronage.  Upon  this  Cato,  without  any  more  ado,  told 
him  he  desired  to  have  the  damsel  himself.  These  words, 
as  may  well  be  imagined,  at  first  astonished  the  man, 
conceiving  that  Cato  was  as  far  off  from  marrying,  as  he 
from  a  likelihood  of  being  allied  to  the  family  of  one  who 
had  been  consul,  and  had  triumphed;  but  perceiving  him 
in  earnest,  he  consented  willingly  ;  and  going  onwards  to 
the  forum,  they  quickly  completed  the  bargain. 

Whilst  the  marriage  was  in  hand,  Cato's  son,  taking  some 
of  his  friends  along  with  him,  went  and  asked  his  father  if 
it  were  for  any  offence  he  brought  in  a  stepmother  upon 
him  ?  But  Cato  cried  out,  "  Far  from  it,  my  son,  I  have 
40  fault  to  find  with  you  or  anything  of  yours;  only  J 
IS 


274 


PLUTARCH'S  LIVES. 


desire  to  have  many  children,  and  to  leave  the  common, 
■wealth  more  such  citizens  as  you  are."  Pisistratus,  tha 
tyrant  of  Athens,  made,  they  say,  this  answer  to  his  sons, 
when  they  were  gl*own  men,  when  he  married  his  second 
■wife,  Timonassa  of  Argos,  by  whom  he  had,  it  is  said, 
lophon  and  Thessalus.  Cato  had  a  son  by  this  second 
wife,  to  whom,  from  his  mother,  he  gave  the  surname  of 
Salonius.  In  the  mean  time,  his  eldest  died  in  his  prsetor 
ship ;  of  whom  Cato  often  makes  mention  in  his  books,  as 
having  been  a  good  man.  He  is  said,  however,  to  have 
borne  the  loss  moderately,  and  like  a  philosopher,  and 
was  nothing  the  more  remiss  in  attending  to  affairs  of  state; 
so  that  he  did  not,  as  Lucius  Lucullus  and  Metellus  Pius 
did,  grow  languid  in  his  old  age,  as  though  public  business 
were  a  duty  once  to  be  discharged,  and  ther^  quitted ;  nor 
did  he,  like  Scipio  Africanus,  because  envy  had  struck  at 
his  glory,  turn  from  the  public,  and  change  and  pass 
away  the  rest  of  his  life  without  doing  anything;  but  as 
one  persuaded  Dionysius,  that  the  most  honorable  tomb 
he  could  have  would  be  to  die  in  the  exercise  of  his 
dominion;  so  Cato  thought  that  old  age  to  be  the  most 
honorable  which  was  busied  in  public  affairs ;  though  he 
would,  now  and  then,  when  he  had  leisure,  recreate  himself 
with  husbandry  and  writing. 

And,  indeed,  he  composed  various  books  and  histories; 
and  in  his  youth,  he  addicted  himself  to  agriculture  for 
profit's  sake ;  for  he  used  to  say,  he  had  but  two  ways  ol 
getting — agriculture  and  parsimony ;  and  now,  in  his  old 
age,  the  first  of  these  gave  him  both  occupation  and  a  sub- 
ject of  study.  He  wrote  one  book  on  country  matters,  in 
which  he  treated  particularly  even  of  making  cakes  and 
preserving  fruit ;  it  being  his  ambition  to  be  curious  and 
singular  in  all  things.  His  suppers,  at  his  country-house, 
used  also  to  be  plentiful ;  he  daily  invited  his  friends  and 
neighbors  about  liiin,  and  passed  the  time  merrily  with 
them ;  so  that  his  company  was  not  only  agreeable  to  thos» 
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of  the  same  age,  but  even  to  younger  men ;  for  he  had  had 
experience  in  many  things,  and  had  been  concerned  iu 
much,  both  by  word  and  deed,  that  was  worth  the  hearing. 
He  looked  upon  a  good  table,  as  the  best  place  for  making 
friends ;  where  the  commendations  of  brave  and  good  citi- 
zens were  usually  introduced,  and  little  said  of  base  and 
unworthy  ones;  as  Cato  would  not  give  leave  in  his  com- 
pany to  have  anything,  either  good  or  ill,  said  about  them. 

Some  will  have  the  overthrow  of  Carthage  to  have  been 
one  of  his  last  acts  of  state ;  when,  indeed,  Scipio  the 
younger  did  by  his  valor  give  it  the  last  blow,  but  the  war, 
chiefly  by  the  counsel  and  advice  of  Cato,  was  undertaken 
on  the  following  occasion.  Cato  was  sent  to  the  Cartha- 
ginians and  Masinissa,  king  of  Xuniidia,  who  were  at  war 
with  one  another,  to  know  the  cause  of  their  difference. 
He,  it  seems,  had  been  a  friend  of  the  Romans  from  the 
beginning;  and  they,  too,  since  they  were  conquered  by 
Scipio,  were  of  the  Roman  confederacy,  having  been  shorn  of 
their  power  by  loss  of  territory  and  a  heavy  tax.  Finding 
Carthage,  not  (as  the  Romans  thought)  low  and  in  an  ill 
condition,  but  well  manned,  full  of  riches  and  all  sorts  of 
arms  and  ammunition,  and  perceiving  the  Carthaginians 
carry  it  high,  he  conceived  that  it  was  not  a  time  for  the 
Romans  to  adjust  affairs  between  them  and  Masinissa ;  but 
rather  that  they  themselves  would  fall  into  danger,  unless 
they  should  find  means  to  check  this  rapid  new  growth  of 
Rome's  ancient  irreconcilable  enemy.  Therefore,  returning 
quickly  to  Rome,  he  acquainted  the  senate,  that  the  former 
defeats  and  blows  given  to  the  Carthaginians  had  not  sc 
much  diminished  their  strength,  as  it  had  abated  their 
imprudence  and  folly ;  that  they  were  not  become  weaker, 
but  more  experienced  in  war,  and  did  only  skirmish  with 
the  Numidians,  to  exercise  themselves  the  better  to  cope 
with  the  Romans :  that  the  peace  and  league  they  had  mada 
was  but  a  kind  of  suspension  of  war  which  awaited  a  fairer 
opportunity  to  break  out  again. 
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Moreover,  tliey  say  that,  shaking  his  gown,  he  ♦.ook  xv 
casion  to  let  drop  some  African  figs  before  tlie  senate.  And 
on  their  admiring  the  size  and  beauty  of  them,  he  presently 
added,  that  the  place  that  bore  them  was  but  three  days' 
sail  from  Rome.  Nay,  he  never  after  this  gave  his  opinion, 
but  at  the  end  he  would  be  sure  to  come  out  with  this  sen- 
tence, "  Also,  Carthage,  methinks,  ought  utterly  to  be 
DESTROYED."  But  Publlus  Sclplo  Nasica  would  always  de- 
clare his  opinion  to  the  contrary,  in  these  worda,  "  It  seems 
requisite  to  me  that  Carthage  should  still  stand."  For  see- 
ing his  countrymen  to  be  grown  wanton  and  insolent,  and 
the  people  made,  by  their  prosperity,  obstinate  and  dis 
obedient  to  the  senate,  and  drawing  the  whole  city,  whither 
they  would,  after  them,  he  would  have  had  the  fear  of  Car- 
thage  to  serve  as  a  bit  to  hold  the  contumacy  of  the  multi- 
tude ;  and  he  looked  upon  the  Carthaginians  as  too  weak 
to  overcome  the  Romans,  and  too  great  to  be  despised  by 
them.  On  the  other  side,  it  seemed  a  perilous  thing  to 
Cato,  that  a  city  which  had  been  always  great,  and  was 
now  grown  sober  and  wise,  by  reason  of  its  former  calami- 
ties, should  still  lie,  as  it  were,  in  wait  for  the  follies  and 
dangerous  excesses  of  the  over-powerful  Roman  people; 
so  that  he  thought  it  the  wisest  course  to  have  all  outward 
dangers  removed,  when  they  had  so  many  inward  ones 
among  themselves. 

Thus  Cato,  they  say,  stirred  up  the  third  and  last  war 
against  the  Carthaginians :  but  no  sooner  was  the  said  Wiir 
begun,  than  he  died,  prophesying  of  the  person  that  should 
put  an  end  to  it,  who  was  then  only  a  young  man ;  but, 
being  tribune  in  the  army,  he  in  several  fights  gave  proof 
of  his  courage  and  conduct.  The  news  of  which  being 
brought  to  Cato's  ears  at  Rome,  he  thus  exprBsjsed  Imu 
self : — 

Tho  only  wise  man  of  tliom  all  is  ho, 
The  others  e'en  as  shadows  flit  and  flee. 

This  prophecy  Scipio  soon  confirmed  by  his  actions. 
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Cato  left  no  posterity,  except  one  son  by  his  second  wifei, 
who  was  named,  as  we  said,  Cato  Salonius ;  and  a  grand- 
son by  his  eldest  son,  who  died.  Cato  Salonius  died  when 
he  was  praetor,  but  his  son  Marcus  was  afterwards  consul, 
and  he  was  grandfather  of  Cato  the  philosopher,  who  for 
virtue  and  renown  was  cue  of  the  most  eminent  personages 
of  his  time. 


COMPARISON  OF  ARISTIDES  WITH  MARCUS 

CATO. 

Having  mentioned  the  most  memorable  actions  of  these 
great  men,  if  we  now  compa-'e  the  whole  life  of  the  one 
with  that  of  the  other,  it  will  not  be  easy  to  discern  the 
difference  between  them,  lost  as  it  is  amongst  such  a  num- 
ber of  circumstances  in  which  they  resemble  each  other. 
Jf,  however,  we  examine  them  in  detail,  as  we  might  some 
piece  of  poetry,  or  some  picture,  we  shall  find  this  common 
to  them  both,  that  they  advanced  themselves  to  great 
honor  and  dignity  in  the  commonwealth,  by  no  other 
means  than  their  own  virtue  and  industry.  But  it  seems 
when  Aristides  appeared,  j\.thens  was  not  at  its  height  of 
grandeur  and  plenty,  the  chief  magistrates  and  officers  of 
his  time  being  men  only  of  moderate  and  equal  fortunes 
among  themselves.  The  estimate  of  the  greatest  estates 
then  was  five  hundred  mediums ;  that  of  the  second,  or 
knights,  three  hundred;  of  the  third  and  last  called  Zeu- 
gitse,  two  hundred.  But  Cato,  out  of  a  petty  village  from 
a  country  life,  leaped  into  the  commonwealth,  as  it  were 
into  a  vast  ocean  ;  at  a  time  when  there  were  no  such  gov- 
ernors as  the  Curii,  Fabricii,  and  Hostilii.  Poor  laboring 
men  were  not  then  advanced  from  the  plough  and  spade  to 
be  governors  and  magistrates  ;  but  greatness  of  family, 
■iches,  profuse  gifts,  distributions,  and  personal  application 
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were  what  the  city  looked  to ;  keephig  a  high  hand,  m\ 
in  a  manner,  insulting  over  those  that  courted  preferment 
It  was  not  as  great  a  matter  to  liave  Themistocles  for  an 
adversary,  a  person  of  mean  extraction  and  small  fortune 
(for  he  was  not  worth,  it  is  said,  more  than  four  or  five 
talents  when  he  first  applied  himself  to  puhlic  affairs),  as 
to  contest  with  a  Scipio  Africanus,  a  Servius  Galba,  and  a 
Quintius  Flamininus,  having  no  other  aid  hut  a  torigua 
free  to  assert  right. 

Besides,  Aristides  at  Marathon,  and  again  at  Plataea,  was 
but  one  commander  out  of  ten  ;  ^vhe^eas  Cato  was  chosen 
consul  with  a  pdngle  colleague,  having  many  competitors,  and 
with  a  single  colleague,  also,  was  preferred  before  seven  most 
noble  and  eminent  pretenders  to  be  censor.  But  Aristides 
was  never  principal  in  any  action ;  for  Miltiades  carried 
the  day  at  Marathon,  at  Salamis,  Themistocles,  and  at 
Platsea,  Herodotus  tells  us,  Pausanias  got  the  glory  of  that 
noble  victory :  and  men  like  Sophanes,  and  Aminias,  Calli- 
machus,  and  Cynsegyrus,  behaved  themselves  so  well  iu  all 
those  engagements,  as  to  contest  it  with  Aristides  even  for 
the  second  place.  But  Cato  not  only  in  his  consulship  was 
esteemed  the  chief  in  courage  and  conduct  in  the  Spanish 
war,  but  even  whilst  he  was  only  serving  as  tribune  at 
Thermopylse,  under  another's  command,  he  gained  the 
glory  of  the  victory,  for  having,  as  it  were,  opened  a  wide 
gate  for  the  Romans  to  rush  in  upon  Antiochus,  and  for 
having  brought  the  war  on  his  back,  whilst  he  only  minded 
what  was  before  his  face.  For  that  victory,  which  was 
beyond  dispute  all  Cato's  own  work,  cleared  Asia  out  of 
Greece,  and  by  that  means  made  way  afterwards  for  Scipio 
into  Asia.  Both  of  them,  indeed,  were  always  victorious  in 
war ;  but  at  home  Aristides  stumbled,  being  banished  and 
oppressed  by  the  faction  of  Themistocles;  yet  Cato, not- 
withstanding  he  had  almost  all  the  chief  and  most  powerful 
of  Rome  for  his  adversaries,  and  wrestled  with  them  even 
to  his  old  age,  kept  still  his  footing.    Engaging  also  in  many 
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public  suits,  sometimes  plaintiff,  sometimes  defendant,  he 
cast  the  most,  and  came  off  clear  with  all ;  thanks  to  his 
eloquence,  that  bulwark  and  powerful  instrument  to  which 
more  truly,  than  to  chance  or  his  fortune,  he  owed  it,  that 
he  sustained  himself  unhurt  to  the  last.  Antipater  justly 
gives  it  as  a  high  commendation  to  Aristotle,  the  philoso- 
pber,  writing  of  him  after  his  death,  that  among  his  other 
virtues,  he  was  endowed  with  a  faculty  of  persuading  people 
which  way  he  pleased. 

Questionless,  there  is  no  perfecter  endowment  in  man 
than  political  virtue,  and  of  this  Economics  is  commonly 
esteemed  not  the  least  part ;  for  a  city,  which  is  a  collec- 
tion of  private  households,  grows  into  a  stable  common- 
wealth by  the  private  means  of  prosperous  citizens  that 
compose  it.  Lycurgus  by  prohibiting  gold  and  silver  in 
Sparta,  and  making  iron,  spoiled  by  the  fire,  the  only 
currency,  did  not  by  these  measures  discharge  them  from 
minding  their  household  affairs,  but  cutting  off  luxury, 
the  corruption  and  tumor  of  riches,  he  provided  there 
should  be  an  abundant  supply  of  all  necessary  and  useful 
things  for  all  persons,  as  much  as  any  other  law-maker 
ever  did ;  being  more  apprehensive  of  a  poor,  needy,  and 
indigent  member  of  a  community,  than  of  the  rich  and 
haughty.  And  in  this  management  of  domestic  concerns, 
Cato  was  as  great  as  in  the  government  of  public  affairs ; 
for  he  increased  his  estate,  and  became  a  master  to  others 
in  economy  and  husbandry ;  upon  which  subjects  he  col 
lected  in  his  writings  many  useful  observations.  On  the 
contrary  Aristides,  by  his  poverty,  made  justice  odious,  as 
if  it  were  the  pest  and  impoverisher  of  a  family,  and 
beneficial  to  all,  rather  than  to  those  that  were  endowed 
with  it.  Yet  Hesiod  urges  us  alike  to  just  dealing  and  to 
care  of  our  households,  and  inveighs  against  idleness  aa 
the  origin  of  injustice;  and  Homer  admirably  says  - 

Work  was  not  dear,  nor  household  cares  to  me. 
Whose  increase  rears  the  thriving  family ; 
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But  well-rigged  ships  were  always  my  delight, 
And  wars,  and  darts,  and  arrows  of  the  fight: 

as  If  the  same  characters  carelessly  neglected  their  own  eg 
tates,  and  lived  by  injustice  and  rapine  from  others.  Foi 
it  is  not  as  the  physicians  say  of  oil,  that  outwardly  applied, 
is  very  wholesome,  but  taken  inwardly  detrimental,  that 
thus  a  just  man  provides  carefully  for  others,  and  is  heed- 
less of  himself  and  his  own  affairs ;  but  in  this  Aristides's 
political  virtues  seem  to  be  defective ;  since,  according  to 
most  authors,  he  took  no  care  to  leave  his  daughters  a 
portion,  or  himself  enough  to  defray  his  funeral  charges, 
whereas  Cato's  family  produced  senators  and  generals  to 
the  fourth  generation ;  his  grandchildren,  and  their  children, 
came  to  the  highest  preferments.  But  Aristides,  who  was 
the  principal  man  of  Greece,  through  extreme  poverty  re- 
duced some  of  his  to  get  their  living  by  jugglers'  tricks, 
others,  for  want,  to  hold  out  their  hands  for  public  alms  j 
leaving  none  means  to  perform  any  noble  action,  or  worthy 
his  dignity. 

Yet  why  should  this  needs  follow?  since  poverty  is  dh- 
honorable  not  in  itself,  but  when  it  is  a  proof  of  laziness, 
intemperance,  luxury,  and  carelessness ;  whereas  in  a 
person  that  is  temperate,  industrious,  just,  and  valiant, 
and  who  uses  all  his  virtues  for  the  public  good,  it  shows  a 
great  and  lofty  mind.  For  he  has  no  time  for  great  mat- 
ters, who  concerns  himself  with  petty  ones;  nor  can  he 
relieve  many  needs  of  others,  who  himself  has  many  needs 
of  his  own.  What  most  of  all  enables  a  man  to  serve  the 
public  is  not  wealth,  but  content  and  independence ;  which, 
requiring  no  superfluity  at  home,  distracts  not  the  mind 
from  the  common  good.  God  alone  is  entirely  exempt 
from  all  want :  of  human  virtues,  that  which  needs  least 
is  the  most  absolute  and  most  divine.  For  as  a  body  bred 
to  a  good  habit  requires  nothing  exquisite  either  in  clothes 
or  food,  so  a  sound  man  and  a  sound  household  keep  them- 
selves up  with  a  small  matter.    Riclies  ouo-ht  to  be  pro 
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portioned  to  the  use  we  have  of  them ;  for  he  that  scrapes 
together  a  great  deal,  making  use  of  but  little,  is  not 
todependent ;  for  if  he  wants  them  not,  it  is  folly  in  him  to 
make  provision  for  things  which  he  does  not  desire ;  or  if 
he  does  desire  them,  and  restrains  his  enjoyment  out  of 
sordidness,  he  is  miserable.  I  would  fain  know  of  Cato 
himself,  if  we  seek  riches  that  we  may  enjoy  them,  why  is 
he  proud  of  having  a  great  deal,  and  being  contented  with 
little  ?  But  if  it  be  noble,  as  it  is,  to  feed  on  coarse  bread, 
and  drmk  the  same  wine  with  our  hinds,  and  not  to  covet 
purple,  and  plastered  houses,  neither  Aris tides,  nor  Epam- 
inondas,  nor  Manius  Curius,  nor  Caius  Fabricius  wanted 
necessaries,  who  took  no  pains  to  get  those  things  whose 
use  they  approved  not.  For  it  was  not  worth  the  while  of 
a  man  who  esteemed  turnips  a  most  delicate  food,  and  who 
boiled  them  himself,  whilst  his  wife  made  bread,  to  brag 
60  often  of  a  half -penny,  and  write  a  book  to  show  how  a 
man  may  soonest  grow  rich ;  the  very  good  of  being  con- 
tented with  little  is  because  it  cuts  off  at  once  the  desire 
and  the  anxiety  for  superfluities.  Hence  Aristides,  it  is 
told,  said,  on  the  trial  of  Callias,  that  it  was  for  them  to 
blush  at  poverty,  who  were  poor  against  their  wills  ;  they 
who  like  him  were  willingly  so  might  glory  in  it.  For  it 
18  ridiculous  to  think  Aristides's  neediness  imputable  to 
his  sloth,  who  might  fairly  enough  by  the  spoil  of  one  bar- 
barian, or  seizing  one  tent,  have  become  wealthy.  But 
enough  of  this. 

Cato's  expeditions  added  no  great  matter  to  the  Roman 
empire,  which  already  was  so  great,  as  that  in  a  manner  it 
could  receive  no  addition ;  but  those  of  Aristides  are  the 
aoblest,  most  splendid,  and  distinguished  actions  the  Gre- 
cians ever  did,  the  battles  at  Marathon,  Salamis,  and 
Platsea.  Xor  indeed  is  Antiochus,  nor  the  destruction  of 
the  walls  of  the  Spanish  towns,  to  be  compared  with 
Xerxes,  and  the  destruction  by  sea  and  land  of  so  many 
myriads  of  eueiries ;  iu  all  of  which  noble  exploits  Aris 
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tides  yielded  to  none,  though  he  left  the  glory  and  the 
laurels,  like  the  wealth  and  money,  to  those  who  needed 
and  thirsted  more  greedily  after  them:  because  he  was 
superior  to  those  also.  I  do  not  blame  Cato  for  perpetually 
boasting  and  preferring  himself  before  all  others,  though 
in  one  of  his  orations  he  says  that  it  is  equally  absurd 
to  praise  and  dispraise  one's  self :  yet  he  who  does  not  so 
much  as  desire  others'  praises,  seems  to  me  more  perfectly 
virtuous,  than  he  who  is  always  extolling  himself.  A  mind 
free  from  ambition  is  a  main  help  to  political  gentleness; 
ambition,  on  the  contrary,  is  hard-hearted,  and  the  greatest 
fomenter  of  envy ;  from  which  Aristides  was  wholly 
exempt ;  Cato  very  subject  to  it.  Aristides  assisted  The- 
mistocles  in  matters  of  highest  importance,  and,  as  his 
subordinate  officer,  in  a  manner  raised  Athens  :  Cato,  by 
opposing  Scipio,  almost  broke  and  defeated  his  expedition 
against  the  Carthaginians,  in  which  he  overthrew  Hannl* 
bal,  who  till  then  was  even  invincible ;  and,  at  last,  by 
continually  raising  suspicions  and  calumnies  against  him, 
he  chased  him  from  the  city,  and  inflicted  a  disgraceful 
sentence  on  his  brother  for  robbing  the  state. 

Finally,  that  temperance  which  Cato  always  highly  cried 
up,  Aristides  preserved  truly  pure  and  untainted.  But 
Cato's  marriage,  unbecoming  his  dignity  and  age,  is  a  con- 
siderable disparagement,  in  this  respect,  to  his  character. 
For  it  was  not  decent  for  him  at  that  age  to  bring  home  to 
lus  son  and  his  wife  a  young  woman,  the  daughter  of  a 
common  paid  clerk  in  the  public  service  :  but  whether  it 
were  for  his  own  gratification  or  out  of  anger  at  his  son, 
both  the  fact  and  the  pretence  were  unworthy.  For  the 
reason  he  pretended  to  his  son  was  false :  for  if  he  desired 
to  get  more  as  worthy  children,  he  ought  to  have  married 
a  well-born  wife ;  not  to  have  contented  himself,  so  long  as 
it  was  unnoticed,  with  a  woman  to  wliom  he  was  not 
married;  and,  when  it  was  discovered,  he  ought  not  to 
have  chosen  such  a  father  iii-I;i\v  as  w;is  easiest  to  be  got, 
instead  of  one  whose  aflBnity  might  be  honorable  to  him. 


PHILOPCEMEN. 

Cleandeb  was  a  man  of  high  birth  and  great  power  in 
the  city  of  Mantinea,  but  by  the  chances  of  the  time  happened 
to  be  driven  from  thence.  There  being  an  intimate  friend, 
ship  betwixt  him  and  Craugis,  the  father  of  Philopoemen, 
who  was  a  person  of  great  distinction,  he  settled  at  Megalop- 
olis, where,  while  his  friend  lived,  he  had  all  he  could  desire 
When  Craugis  died,  he  repaid  the  father's  hospitable  liind- 
ness  in  the  care  of  the  orphan  son  ;  by  which  means  Phil- 
opoemen was  educated  by  him,  as  Homer  says  Achilles  was 
by  Phoenix,  and  from  his  infancy  moulded  to  lofty  and  noble 
inclinations.  But  Ecdemus  and  Demophanes  had  the  prin- 
cipal tuition  of  him,  after  he  was  past  the  years  of  child- 
hood. They  were  both  Megalopolitans  ;  they  had  been 
scholars  in  the  academic  philosophy,  and  friends  to  Arces- 
ilaus,  and  had,  more  than  any  of  their  contemporaries, 
brought  philosophy  to  bear  upon  action  and  state  affairs.. 
They  had  freed  their  country  from  tyranny  by  the  death 
of  Aristodemus,  whom  they  caused  to  be  killed ;  they  had 
assisted  Aratusin  driving  out  the  tyrant  Nicocles  from  Sic- 
yon;  and,  at  the  request  of  the  Cyreneans,  whose  city  was 
in  a  state  of  extreme  disorder  and  confusion,  went  thither 
by  sea,  and  succeeded  in  establishing  good  government  and 
happily  settling  their  commonwealth.  And  among  their 
best  actions  they  themselves  counted  the  education  of  Phil- 
opoemen, thinking  they  had  done  a  general  good  to  Greece, 
by  giving  him  the  nurture  of  philosophy.  And  indeed  all 
Grreece  (which  looked  upon  him  as  a  kind  of  latter  birth 
brought  forth,  after  so  many  noble  leaders,  in  her  decrepit 
age)  loved  him  wonderfully;  and,  as  his  glory  grew,  in- 
creased his  power.   And  one  of  the  Romans,  to  praise  him, 
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calls  Mm  the  last  of  the  Greeks ;  as  if  after  him  Greece  had 
produced  no  great  man,  nor  who  deserved  the  name  of  Greek 

His  person  was  not,  as  some  fancy,  deformed  ;  for  his  liki'. 
ness  is  yet  to  be  seen  at  Delphi.  The  mistake  of  the  host- 
ess of  Megara  was  occasioned,  it  would  seem,  merely  by 
his  easiness  of  temper  and  his  plain  manners.  This  hostess 
having  word  brought  her,  that  the  General  of  the  Achseans 
was  coming  to  her  house  in  the  absence  of  her  husband, 
was  all  in  a  hurry  about  providing  his  supper.  Philopoe. 
men,  in  an  ordinary  cloak,  arriving  in  this  point  of  time, 
she  took  him  for  one  of  his  own  train  who  had  been  sent 
on  before,  and  bid  him  lend  her  his  hand  in  her  household 
work.  He  forthwith  threw  off  his  cloak,  and  fell  to  cut- 
ting up  the  firewood.  The  husband  returning,  and  seeing 
him  at  it,  "  What,"  says  he,  "  may  this  mean,  O  Philopoe- 
men?"  "  I  am," replied  he  in  his  Doric  dialect,  "paying 
the  penalty  of  my  ugly  looks."  Titus  Flamininus,  jesting 
with  him  upon  his  figure,  told  him  one  day  he  had  well- 
shaped  hands  and  feet,  but  no  belly :  and  he  was  indeed 
slender  in  the  waist.  But  this  raillery  was  meant  to  the 
poverty  of  his  fortune  ;  for  he  had  good  horse  and  foot,  but 
often  wanted  money  to  entertain  and  pay  them.  These  are 
common  anecdotes  told  of  Philopoemen. 

The  love  of  honor  and  distinction  was,  in  his  character, 
not  unalloyed  with  feelings  of  personal  rivalry  and  resent- 
ment. He  made  Epaminondas  his  great  example,  and 
came  not  far  behind  him  in  activity,  sagacity,  and  incor- 
ruptible integrity ;  but  his  hot  contentious  temper  con- 
tinually carried  him  out  of  the  bounds  of  that  gentleness, 
composure,  and  humanity  which  had  marked  Epaminondas, 
and  this  made  him  thought  a  pattern  rather  of  military 
than  of  civil  virtue.  He  was  strongly  inclined  to  the  life 
of  a  soldier  even  from  his  childhood,  and  he  studied  and 
practised  all  that  belonged  to  it,  taking  great  delight  in 
managing  of  horses  and  handling  of  weapons.  Because  hb 
was  naturally  fitted  to  excel  in  wrestling,  some  of  bis 
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friends  and  tutors  recommended  his  attention  to  athletic 
exercises.  But  he  would  first  be  satisfied  whether  it 
would  not  interfere  with  his  becoming  a  good  soldier. 
They  told  him,  as  was  the  truth,  that  the  one  life  was 
directly  opposite  to  the  other ;  the  requisite  state  of  body, 
the  ways  of  living,  and  the  exercises  all  different :  the  pro- 
fessed athlete  sleeping  much,  and  feeding  plentifully,  punct- 
ually regular  in  his  set  times  of  exercise  and  rest,  and  apt 
to  spoil  all  by  every  little  excess,  or  breach  of  his  usual 
method;  whereas  the  soldier  ought  to  train  himself  in 
every  variety  of  change  and  irregularity,  and,  above  all,  to 
bring  himself  to  endure  hunger  and  loss  of  sleep  without 
difi&culty.  Philopcemen,  hearing  this,  not  only  laid  by  all 
thoughts  of  wrestling  and  contemned  it  then,  but  when  he 
came  to  be  general,  discouraged  it  by  all  marks  of  reproach 
and  dishonor  he  could  imagine,  as  a  thing  which  made  men, 
otherwise  excellently  fit  for  war,  to  be  utterly  useless  and 
unable  to  fight  on  necessary  occasions. 

When  he  left  off  his  masters  and  teachers,  and  began  to 
bear  arms  in  the  incursions  which  his  citizens  used  to  make 
upon  the  Lacedsemonians  for  pillage  and  plunder,  he  would 
always  march  out  the  first,  and  return  the  last.  When 
there  was  nothing  to  do,  he  sought  to  harden  his  body,  and 
make  it  strong  and  active  by  hunting,  or  laboring  in  his 
ground.  He  had  a  good  estate  about  twenty  furlongs  from 
the  town,  and  thither  he  would  go  every  day  after  dinner 
and  supper ;  and  when  night  came,  throw  himself  upon  the 
first  mattress  in  his  way,  and  there  sleep  as  one  of  the 
laborers.  At  break  of  day  he  would  rise  with  the  rest, 
and  work  either  in  the  vineyard  or  at  the  plough;  from 
thence  return  again  to  the  town,  and  employ  his  time  with 
his  friends  or  the  magistrates  in  public  business.  What  he 
got  in  the  wars,  he  laid  out  on  horses,  or  arms,  or  in  ransom- 
ing captives  ;  but  endeavored  to  improve  his  own  property 
the  justest  way,  by  tillage ;  and  this  not  slightly,  by  way  of 
diversion,  but  thinkmg  it  his  strict  duty,  so  to  manage  his 
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own  fortune,  as  to  be  out  of  the  temptation  of  wronging 
others. 

He  spent  much  time  on  eloquence  and  philosophy,  but 
selected  his  authors,  and  cared  only  for  those  by  whom  he 
might  profit  in  virtue.  In  Homer's  fictions  his  attention 
was  given  to  whatever  he  thought  apt  to  raise  the  courage. 
Of  all  other  books  he  was  most  devoted  to  the  commen- 
taries of  Evangelus  on  military  tactics,  and  also  took  de- 
light, at  leisure  hours,  in  the  histories  of  Alexander ;  tliink- 
ing  that  such  reading,  unless  undertaken  for  mere  amase. 
ment  and  idle  conversation,  was  to  the  purpose  for  action. 
Even  in  speculations  on  military  subjects  it  was  his  habit 
to  neglect  maps  and  diagrams^  and  to  put  the  theorems  to 
practical  proof  on  the  ground  itself.  He  would  be  exer- 
cising  his  thoughts  and  considering,  as  he  travelled,  and 
arguing  with  those  about  him  of  the  diflSculties  of  steep  or 
broken  ground,  what  might  happen  at  rivers,  ditches,  or 
mountain-passes,  in  marching  in  close  or  in  open,  in  tliis  or 
in  that  particular  form  of  battle.  The  truth  is,  be  indeed 
took  an  immoderate  pleasure  in  military  operations  and  in 
warfare,  to  which  he  devoted  himself,  as  the  special  means 
for  exercising  all  sorts  of  virtue,  and  utterly  contemned 
those  who  were  not  soldiers,  as  drones  and  useless  in  the 
com  mon  wealth. 

When  he  was  thirty  years  of  age,  Cleomenes,  king  of  the 
Lacedaemonians,  surprised  Megalopolis  by  night,  forced  the 
guards,  broke  in,  and  seized  the  market-place.  PhilopcEraen 
came  out  upon  the  alarm,  and  fought  witla  desperate  cour- 
age,  but  could  not  beat  the  enemy  out  again  ;  yet  he  suc- 
ceeded in  effecting  the  escape  of  the  citizens,  who  got  away 
while  he  made  head  against  the  pursuers,  and  amused 
Cleomenes,  till,  after  losing  his  horse  and  receiving  several 
wounds,  with  much  ado  he  came  off  himself,  being  the 
last  man  in  the  retreat.  The  Megalopolitans  escaped  to 
Messene,  whither  Cleomenes  sent  to  offer  them  their  town 
and  goods  again.    Philopcemen  perceiving  them  to  be  onlj 
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\oo  glad  at  the  news,  and  eager  to  return,  checked  them 
with  a  speech,  in  which  he  made  them  sensible,  that  what 
Cleomenes  called  restoring  the  city,  was,  rather,  possessing 
himself  of  the  citizens ;  and  through  their  means  securing 
also  the  city  for  the  future.  The  mere  solitude  would,  of 
itself,  ere  long  force  him  away,  since  there  was  no  staying 
to  guard  empty  houses  and  naked  walls.  These  reasons 
•withheld  the  Megalopolitans,  but  gave  Cleomenes  a  pretext 
to  pillage  and  destroy  a  great  part  of  the  city,  and  carry 
away  a  great  booty. 

Awhile  after  king  Antigonus  coming  down  to  succor  the 
Achseans,  they  marched  with  their  united  forces  against 
Cleomenes  ;  who,  having  seized  the  avenues,  lay  advantage- 
ously posted  on  the  hills  of  Sellasia.  Antigonus  drew  up 
close  by  him,  with  a  resolution  to  force  him  in  his  strength. 
Philopoemen,  with  his  citizens,  was  that  day  placed  among 
the  horse,  next  to  the  Illyrian  foot,  a  numerous  body  of  bold 
fighters,  who  completed  the  line  of  battle,  forming,  together 
•with  the  Achaeans,  the  reserve.  Their  orders  were  to  keep 
their  ground,  and  not  engage  till  from  the  other  wing,  where 
the  king  fought  in  person,  they  should  see  a  red  coat  lifted 
up  on  the  point  of  a  spear.  The  Achaeans  obeyed  their 
order  and  stood  fast,  but  the  Illyrians  were  led  on  by  their 
commanders  to  the  attack.  Euclides,  the  brother  of 
Cleomenes,  seeing  the  foot  thus  severed  from  the  horse, 
detached  the  best  of  his  light-armed  men,  commanding 
them  to  wheel  about,  and  charge  the  unprotected  Illyrians 
in  the  rear.  This  charge  putting  things  in  confusion, 
Philopoemen,  considering  those  light-armed  men  would  be 
easily  repelled,  went  first  to  the  king's  officers  to  make 
them  sensible  what  the  occasion  required.  But  they  not 
minding  what  he  said,  but  slighting  him  as  a  hare-brained 
fellow  (as  indeed  he  was  not  yet  of  any  repute  sufficient  to 
give  credit  to  a  proposal  of  such  importance),  he  charged 
with  his  own  citizens,  at  the  first  encounter  disordered,  and 
soon  after  put  the  troops  to  flight  with  great  slaughter. 
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Then,  to  encourage  the  king's  army  further,  to  bring  there 
all  upon  the  enemy  while  he  ^A';ls  in  confusion,  he  quitteo 
his  horse,  and  fighting  with  extreme  cliflBculty  in  his  heavy 
horseman's  dress,  in  rough  uneven  ground,  full  of  water 
courses  and  hollows,  had  both  his  thighs  struck  through 
with  a  thonged  javelin.  It  was  thrown  with  great  force,  so 
that  the  head  came  out  on  the  other  side,  and  made  a  severe, 
though  not  a  mortal,  wound.  There  he  stood  awhile,  as  if 
he  had  been  shackled,  unable  to  move.  The  fastening  which 
joined  the  thongto  the  javelin  made  itdifl9culttogetitdrawn 
out,  nor  would  any  about  him  venture  to  do  it.  But  the  figlit 
being  now  at  the  hottest,  and  likely  to  be  quickly  decided,  he 
was  transported  with  tlie  desire  of  partaking  in  it,  and  strug- 
gled and  strained  so  violently,  setting  one  leg  forward,  the 
other  back,  that  at  last  he  broke  the  shaft  in  two ;  and  thus 
got  the  pieces  pulled  out.  Being  in  this  manner  set  at 
liberty,  he  caught  up  his  sword,  and  running  through  the 
midst  of  those  who  were  fighting  in  the  first  ranks,  ani- 
mated his  men,  and  set  them  afire  with  emulation.  Anti- 
gonus  after  the  victory  asked  the  Macedonians,  to  try 
them,  how  it  happened  the  horse  had  charged  without 
orders  before  the  signal?  They  answering,  that  they  were 
against  their  wills  forced  to  it  by  a  young  man  of  Mega- 
lopolis, who  had  fallen  in  before  his  time  :  "  That  young 
man,"  replied  Antigonus,  smiling,  "  did  like  an  experienced 
commander." 

This,  as  was  natural,  brought  Philopoemen  into  great 
reputation.  Antigonus  was  earnest  to  have  him  in  his 
service,  and  offered  him  very  advantageous  conditions, 
both  as  to  command  and  pay.  But  Philopoemen,  who 
knew  that  his  nature  brooked  not  to  be  under  another, 
would  not  accept  them  ;  yet  not  enduring  to  live  idle,  and 
hearing  of  wars  in  Crete,  for  practice'  sake  he  passed  over 
thither.  He  spent  some  time  among  those  very  warlike, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  sober  and  temperate  men,  improving 
tuuch  by  experience  In  all  sorts  of  service ;  and  then  re^ 
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turned  with  so  much  fame,  that  tbe  Achseaiis  presently 
chose  him  commander  of  the  horse.  These  hoi'seraen  at 
that  time  had  neither  experience  nor  bravery,  it  being  the 
custom  to  take  any  common  horses,  the  first  and  cheapest 
they  could  procure,  wlien  they  were  to  march;  and  on 
almost  all  occasions  they  did  not  go  themselves,  but  hired 
others  in  their  places,  and  stayed  at  home.  Their  former 
commanders  winked  at  this,  because,  it  being  an  honor 
among  the  Achseans  to  serve  on  horseback,  these  men  had 
great  power  in  the  commonwealth,  and  were  able  to  gratify 
or  molest  whom  they  pleased.  Pbilopoemen,  finding  them 
in  this  condition,  yielded  not  to  any  such  considerations, 
nor  would  pass  it  over  as  formerly  ;  but  went  himself  from 
town  to  town,  where,  speaking  with  the  young  men,  one 
by  one,  he  endeavored  to  excite  a  spirit  of  ambition  and 
love  of  honor  among  them,  using  punishment  also,  where 
it  was  necessary.  And  then  by  public  exercises,  reviews, 
and  contests  in  the  presence  of  numerous  spectators,  in  a 
little  time  he  made  them  wonderfully  strong  and  bold,  and, 
which  is  reckoned  of  greatest  consequence  in  military  serv- 
ice, light  and  agile.  With  use  and  industry  they  grew  so 
perfect,  to  such  a  command  of  their  horses,  such  a  ready 
exactness  in  wheeUng  round  in  their  troops,  that  in  any 
change  of  posture  the  whole  body  seemed  to  move  with  all 
the  facility  and  promptitude,  and,  as  it  were,  with  the 
single  will  of  one  man.  In  the  great  battle,  which  they 
fought  with  the  ^tolians  and  Eleans  by  the  river 
Larissus,  he  set  them  an  example  himself.  Damophan- 
tus,  general  of  the  Elean  horse,  singled  out  Philopoe- 
men,  and  rode  with  full  speed  at  him.  Philopoemen 
awaited  his  charge,  and,  before  receiving  the  stroke, 
with  a  violent  blow  of  his  spear  threw  him  dead  to  the 
ground :  upon  whose  fall  the  enemy  fled  immediately. 
And  now  Philopoemen  was  in  everybody's  mouth,  as  a 
man  who  in  actual  fighting  with  his  own  hand  yielded 
'Wt  to  the  youngest,  nor  in  good  conduct  to  the  oldest, 
19 
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and  there  came  not  into  the  field  any  better  soldiei  oi 
coraraander. 

Aratus,  indeed,  was  the  first  who  raised  the  Achseans, 
inconsiderable  till  then,  into  reputation  and  power,  by 
uniting  their  divided  cities  into  one  commonwealth,  and  es- 
tablishing amongst  them  an  humane  and  truly  Grecian 
form  of  government;  and  hence  it  happened,  as  in  running 
waters,where,  when  a  few  little  particles  of  matter  once  stop, 
others  stick  to  them,  and  one  part  strengthening  another, 
the  whole  becomes  firm  and  solid  ;  so  in  a  general  weak- 
ness, when  every  city  relying  only  on  itself,  all  Greece  was 
giving  way  to  an  easy  dissolution,  the  Achaeans,  first  form- 
ing themselves  into  a  body,  and  then  drawing  in  their 
neighbors  round  about,  some  by  protection,  delivering  thera 
from  their  tyrants,  others  by  peaceful  consent  and  by 
naturalization,  designed  at  last  to  bring  all  Peloponnesus 
into  one  community.  Yet  while  Aratus  lived,  they  de- 
pended much  on  the  Macedonians,  courting  first  Ptolemy, 
then  Antigonus  and  Philip,  who  all  took  part  continually 
in  whatever  concerned  the  affairs  of  Greece.  But  when 
Philopoeraen  came  to  a  command,  the  Achseans,  feeling 
themselves  a  match  for  the  most  powerful  of  their  enemies, 
declined  foreign  support.  The  truth  is,  Aratus,  as  W8 
have  written  in  his  life,  was  not  of  so  warlike  a  temper, 
but  did  most  by  policy  and  gentleness,  and  friendships  with 
foreign  princes ;  but  Philopoeraen  being  a  man  botli  of  exe- 
cution and  command,  a  gi'eat  soldier,  and  fortunate  in  his 
first  attempts,  wonderfully  heightened  both  the  power  and 
courage  of  the  Achaeans,  accustomed  to  victory  under  hi* 
conduct. 

But  first  he  altered  what  he  found  amiss  in  their  arms 
and  form  of  battle.  Hitherto  they  had  used  light,  thin 
bucklers,  too  narrow  to  cover  the  body,  and  javelins  much 
shorter  than  pikes.  By  which  means  they  were  skilful  in 
skirmishing  at  a  distance,  but  in  a  close  fight  had  much  the 
disadvantage.   Then  in  drawing  their  forces  up  for  battlft 
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they  were  never  accustomed  to  form  in  regular  divisions , 
and  their  line  being  unprotected  either  by  the  thick  array 
of  projecting  spears  or  by  their  shields,  as  in  the  Macedo- 
nian phalanx,  where  the  soldiers  shoulder  close  and  their 
shields  touch,  they  were  easily  opened,  and  broken.  Phil- 
opcemen  reformed  all  this,  persuaduig  them  to  change  the 
narrow  target  and  short  javelin  into  a  lai-ge  shield  and 
long  pike;  to  arm  their  heads,  bodies,  thighs,  and  legs; 
and  instead  of  loose  skirmishing,  fight  firmly  and  foot  to 
foot.  After  he  had  brought  them  all  to  wqav  full  armor, 
ind  by  that  means  into  the  confidence  of  tliinking  them- 
selves now  invincible,  he  turned  what  before  had  been  idle 
profusion  and  luxury  into  an  honorable  expense.  For  being 
long  used  to  vie  with  each  other  in  their  dress,  the  furni- 
ture of  their  houses,  and  service  of  their  tables,  and  to 
glory  in  outdoing  one  another,  the  disease  by  custom  was 
grown  incurable,  and  there  was  no  possibility  of  removing 
it  altogether.  But  he  diverted  the  passion,  and  brought 
them,  instead  of  these  superfluities,  to  love  useful  and  more 
manly  display,  and  reducing  their  other  expenses,  to  take 
delight  in  appearing  magnificent  in  their  equipage  of  war. 
Nothing  then  was  to  be  seen  in  the  shops  but  plate  break- 
ing  up,  or  melting  down,  gilding  of  breastplate,  and  stud- 
ding bucklers  and  bits  with  silver ;  nothing  in  the  places 
of  exercise,  but  horses  managing,  and  young  men  exercising 
their  arras ;  nothing  in  the  hands  of  the  women,  but 
helmets  and  crests  of  feathers  to  be  dyed,  and  military 
cloaks  and  riding-frocks  to  be  embroidered ;  the  very  sight 
of  all  which,  quickening  and  raising  their  spirits,  made 
them  contemn  dangers,  and  feel  ready  to  venture  on  any 
honorable  dangers.  Other  kinds  of  sumptuosity  give  us 
pleasure,  but  make  us  effeminate ;  the  tickling  of  the  sense 
slackening  the  vigor  of  the  mind  ;  but  magnificence  of  this 
kind  strengthens  and  heightens  the  courage;  as  Homer 
makes  Achilles  at  the  sight  of  his  new  arms  exulting  with 
joy,  and  on  fixe  to  use  them.    When  Philopoemen  had  ol^■ 
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tained  of  them  to  arm,  and  set  themselves  out  in  this  man. 
ner,  he  proceeded  to  train  them,  mustering  and  exercising 
them  perpetually ;  in  which  they  obeyed  him  with  great 
zeal  and  eagerness.  For  they  were  wonderfully  pleased 
with  their  new  form  of  battle,  which  being  so  knit  and 
cemented  together,  seemed  almost  incapable  of  being 
broken.  And  then  their  arms,  which  for  their  riches  and 
beauty  they  wore  with  pleasure,  becoming  light  and  easy 
to  them  with  constant  vise,  they  longed  for  nothing  more 
than  to  try  them  with  an  enemy,  and  fight  in  earnest. 

The  Achseans  at  that  time  were  at  war  with  Machanidas, 
the  tyrant  of  Lacedaemon,  who,  having  a  strong  army, 
watched  all  opportunities  of  becoming  entire  master  of 
Peloponnesus.  When  intelligence  came  that  he  was  fallen 
upon  the  Mantineans,  Philopoeraen  forthwith  took  the  field, 
and  marched  towards  him.  They  met  near  Mantinea,  and 
drew  up  in  sight  of  the  city.  Both,  besides  the  whole 
strength  of  their  several  cities,  had  a  good  number  of  mer- 
cenaries in  pay.  When  they  came  to  fall  on,  Machanidas, 
with  his  hired  soldiers,  beat  the  spearmen  and  the  Taren- 
tines  whom  Philopoeraen  had  placed  in  the  front.  But 
when  he  should  have  charged  immediately  into  the  main 
battle,  which  stood  close  and  firm,  he  hotly  followed  the 
chase ;  and  instead  of  attacking  the  Achaeans,  passed  on 
beyond  them,  while  they  remained  drawn  up  in  their  place. 
With  so  untoward  a  beginning  the  rest  of  the  confederates 
gave  themselves  up  for  lost ;  but  Philopoemen,  professing 
to  make  it  a  matter  of  small  consequence,  and  obsen'ign 
the  enemy's  oversight,  who  had  thus  left  an  opening  in  their 
amin  bodj',  and  exposed  their  own  phalanx,  made  no  sort 
of  motion  to  oppose  them,  but  let  them  pursue  the  chase 
freely,  till  they  had  placed  themselves  at  a  great  distance 
from  him.  Then  seeing  the  Lacedsemonians  before  him 
deserted  by  their  horse,  with  their  flanks  quite  bare,  he 
charged  suddenly,  and  surprised  them  without  a  com- 
mander, 9,nd  not  so  much  as  expecting  an  encounter,  aa 
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when  they  saw  Machanidas  driving  the  beaten  enemy  before 
hira,  they  thought  the  victory  already  gained.  He  over- 
threw  them  with  great  slaughter  (they  report  above  four 
thousand  killed  in  the  place),  and  then  faced  about  against 
Machanidas,  who  was  returning  with  his  mercenaries  from 
the  pursuit.  There  happened  to  be  a  broad  deep  ditch  be- 
tween them,  alongside  of  which  both  rode  their  horses  for 
a  while,  the  one  trying  to  get  over  and  fly,  the  othei  to 
hinder  him.  It  looked  less  like  the  contest  between  two 
generals  than  like  the  last  defence  of  some  wild  beast 
brought  to  bay  by  the  keen  huntsman  Philopoemen,  and 
forced  to  fight  for  his  life.  The  tyrant's  horse  was 
mettled  and  strong ;  and  feeling  the  bloody  spurs  in  hia 
sides,  ventured  to  take  the  ditch.  He  had  already  so  far 
reached  the  other  side,  as  to  have  planted  his  fore-feet 
upon  it,  and  was  struggling  to  raise  himself  with  these, 
when  Siramias  and  Polysenus,  who  used  to  fight  by  the  side 
of  Philopcemen,  came  up  on  horseback  to  his  assistance. 
But  Philopoemen,  before  either  of  them,  himself  met  Ma- 
chanidas ;  and  perceiving  that  the  horse  with  his  head  high 
reared,  covered  his  master's  body,  turned  his  own  a  little, 
and  holding  his  javelin  by  the  middle,  drove  it  against  the 
tyrant  with  all  his  force,  and  tumbled  him  dead  into  the 
ditch.  Such  is  the  precise  posture  in  which  he  stands  at 
Delphi  in  the  brazen  statue  which  the  Achseans  set  up  of 
him,  in  admiration  of  his  valor  in  this  single  combat,  and 
conduct  during  the  whole  day. 

We  are  told  that  at  the  Xemean  games,  a  little  after  this 
victory,  Philopoemen  being  then  general  the  second  time, 
and  at  leisure  on  the  occasion  of  the  solemnity,  first  showed 
the  Greeks  his  army  drawn  up  in  full  array  as  if  they 
were  to  fight,  and  executed  with  it  all  the  manoeuvres  of  a 
battle  with  wonderful  order,  strength,  and  celerity.  After 
which  he  went  into  the  theatre,  whil^  the  musicians  were 
Binging  for  the  prize,  followed  by  the  young  soldiers  in  their 
military  cloaks  and  their  scarlet  frocks  under  their  armor, 
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all  in  the  very  height  of  bodily  vigor,  and  much  alike  in  ag^ 
showing  a  high  respect  to  their  general ;  yet  breathing  at 
the  same  time  a  noble  confidence  in  themselves,  raised  by 
success  in  many  glorious  encounters.  Just  at  their  coming 
in,  it  so  happened  that  the  musician  Py lades,  with  a  voice 
well  suited  to  the  lofty  style  of  poet,  was  in  the  act  of  com. 
mencing  the  Persians  of  Timotheus, 

Under  his  conduct  Greece  ■was  glorious  and  was  free. 

The  whole  theatre  at  once  turned  to  look  at  Pliilopcemen, 
and  clapped  with  delight ;  their  hopes  venturing  once  more 
to  return  to  their  country's  former  reputation  ;  and  their 
feelings  almost  rising  to  the  height  of  their  ancient  spirit. 

It  was  with  the  Achseans  as  with  young  horses,  which 
go  quietly  with  their  usual  riders,  but  grow  unruly  and 
restive  under  strangers.  The  soldiers,  when  any  service 
was  in  hand,  and  Philopcemen  not  at  their  head,  grew  de- 
jected and  looked  about  for  him  ;  but  if  he  once  appeared, 
came  presently  to  themselves,  and  recovered  their  confi- 
dence and  courage,  being  sensible  that  this  was  the  only 
one  of  their  commanders  whom  the  enemy  could  not  endure 
to  face ;  but,  as  appeared  in  several  occasions,  were  frighted 
with  his  very  name.  Thus  we  find  that  Philip,  king  oi 
Macedon,  thinking  to  terrify  the  Achaeans  into  subjectioD 
again,  if  he  could  rid  his  hands  of  Philopoemen,  employed 
some  persons  privately  to  assassinate  him.  But  the  treacli- 
ery  coming  to  light,  he  became  infamous,  and  lost  his  char 
acter  through  Greece.  The  Boeotians  besieging  Megara, 
and  ready  to  carry  the  town  by  storm,  upon  a  groundless 
rumor  that  Philopoemen  was  at  hand  with  succor,  ran 
away,  and  left  their  scaling  ladders  at  the  wall  behind 
them,  Nabis  (who  was  tyrant  of  Lacedaemon  after  Machan- 
Idas)  had  surprised  Messene  at  a  time  when  Philopoemen 
was  out  of  command,  lie  tried  to  persuade  Lysippus,  then 
general  of  the  Achajans,  to  succor  Messene;  butnotprft 
vailing  with  him,  because,  lie  ssaid,  the  enemy  being  no? 
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within  it,  the  place  was  irrecoverably  lost,  he  resolved  to  go 
himself,  without  order  or  commission,  followed  merely  by 
his  own  immediate  fellow-citizens,  who  went  with  him  as 
their  general  by  commission  from  nature,  which  had  made 
him  fittest  to  command.  Nabis,  hearing  of  his  coming, 
though  his  army  quartered  within  the  town,  thought  it  not 
convenient  to  stay ;  but  stealing  out  of  the  furthest  gate 
with  his  men,  marched  away  with  all  the  speed  he  could, 
thinking  himself  a  happy  man  if  he  could  get  oflf  with 
safety.   And  he  did  escape  ;  but  Messene  was  rescued. 

All  hitherto  makes  for  the  praise  and  honor  of  Philopoe- 
men.  But  when  at  the  request  of  the  Gortynians  Ife  went 
away  into  Crete  to  command  for  them,  at  a  time  when  hia 
own  country  was  distressed  ty  Xabis,  he  exposed  himself  to 
the  charge  of  either  cowardice,  or  unseasonable  ambition  of 
honor  amongst  foreigners.  For  the  Megalopolitans  were 
then  so  pressed,  that,  the  enemy  being  master  of  the  field 
and  encamping  almost  at  their  gates,  they  were  forced  to 
keep  themselves  within  their  walls,  and  sow  their  very 
streets.  And  he  in  the  mean  time,  across  the  seas,  waging 
war  and  commanding  in  chief  in  a  foreign  nation,  furnished 
his  ill-wishers  with  matter  enough  for  their  reproaches. 
Some  said  he  took  the  offer  of  the  Gortynians,  because  the 
Achseans  chose  other  generals,  and  left  him  but  a  private 
man.  For  he  could  not  endure  to  sit  still,  but  looking  upon 
war  and  command  in  it  as  his  great  business,  always  coveted 
to  be  employed.  And  this  agrees  witli  what  he  once  aptly 
said  of  king  Ptolemy.  Somebody  was  praising  him  for 
keeping  his  army  and  himself  in  an  admirable  state  of  dis- 
ciplme  and  exercise  :  "  And  what  praise,"  replied  Philopoe- 
men,  "  for  a  king  of  his  years,  to  be  always  preparing,  and 
never  performing  ?  "  However,  the  Megalopolitans,  think- 
ing themselves  betrayed,  took  it  so  ill,  that  they  were  about 
to  banish  him.  But  the  Achseans  put  an  end  to  that 
design,  by  sending  their  general,  Aristseus,  to  Megalopolis, 
who,  though  he  were  at  difEerence  with  Philopcemen  about 
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affairs  of  the  commonwealth,  yet  would  not  suffer  him  to  b« 
banished,  Philopoemen  finding  himself  upon  this  account 
out  of  favor  with  his  citizens,  induced  divera  of  the  little 
neighboring  places  to  renounce  obedience  to  thera  suggest- 
ing to  them  to  urge  that  from  the  beginning  they  were  uot 
subject  to  their  taxes  or  laws,  or  any  way  under  t.ieir  com- 
mand. In  these  pretences  he  openly  took  their  part,  and 
fomented  seditious  movements  amongst  the  Achaeans  in 
general  against  Megalopolis.  But  these  things  happened  a 
while  after. 

While  he  stayed  in  Crete,  in  the  service  of  the  Gortynians, 
he  made  war  not  lilte  a  Peloponnesian  and  Arcanian,  fairly 
in  the  open  field,  but  fought  with  them  at  their  own  weapon, 
and  turning  their  stratagems  and  tricks  against  themselves, 
showed  them  they  played  craft  against  skill,  and  were  but 
children  to  an  experienced  soldier.  Having  acted  here  with 
great  bravery,  and  great  reputation  to  himself,  he  returned 
into  Peloponnesus,  where  he  found  Philip  beaten  by  Titua 
Quintius,  and  Nabis  at  war  both  with  the  Romans  and 
Achseans.  He  was  at  once  chosen  general  against  Nabis, 
but  venturing  to  fight  by  sea,  met,  like  Epaminondas,  with 
a  result  very  contrary  to  the  general  expectation,  and  his 
own  former  reputation.  Epaminondas,  however,  according 
to  some  statements,  was  backward  by  design,  unwilling  to 
give  his  countrymen  an  appetite  for  the  advantages  of  the 
sea,  lest  from  good  soldiers  they  should  by  little  and  little 
turn,  as  Plato  says,  to  ill  mariners.  And  therefore  he  re- 
turned from  Asia  and  the  Islands  without  doing  anythuig, 
on  purpose.  Whereas  Philopoemen,  thinking  his  skillin 
land-service  would  equally  avail  at  sea,  learned  how  gi-eat 
a  part  of  valor  experience  is,  and  how  much  it  imports  in 
the  management  of  things  to  be  accustomed  to  them.  For 
he  was  not  only  put  to  the  worst  in  the  fight  for  want  ol 
skill,  but  having  rigged  up  an  old  ship,  which  had  been  a 
famous  vessel  foi-ty  years  before,  and  shipped  Iiis  citizen? 
Ml  her,  she  foundering,  he  was  in  danger  of  losing  tiieni  all 
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But  finding  the  enemy,  as  if  he  had  been  driven  out  of  tht 
sea,  had,  in  contempt  of  him,  besieged  Gythium,  he  pres> 
ently  set  sail  again,  and  taking  them  unexpectedly,  dis 
parsed  and  careless  after  their  victory,  landed  in  the  night, 
burnt  their  camp,  and  killed  a  great  number. 

A  few  days  after,  as  he  was  marching  through  a  rough 
country,  Nabis  came  suddenly  upon  him.  The  Achseans 
were  dismayed,  and  in  such  difficult  ground  where  the 
enemy  had  secured  the  advantage,  despaii-ed  to  get  off  with 
safety.  Philopoemen  made  a  little  hiilt,  and,  viewing  the 
ground,  soon  made  it  appear,  tliat  tlie  one  important  thing 
in  war  is  skill  in  drawing  up  an  army.  For  by  advancing 
only  a  few  paces,  and,  without  any  confusion  or  trouble, 
altering  his  order  according  to  the  nature  of  the  place,  he 
immediately  relieved  himself  from  every  difficulty,  and  then 
charging,  put  the  enemy  to  flight.  But  when  he  saw  they 
fled,  not  towards  the  city,  but  dispersed  every  man  a  dif- 
ferent way  all  over  the  field,  which  for  wood  and  hills, 
brooks  and  hollows,  was  not  passable  by  horse,  he  sounded 
a  retreat,  and  encamped  by  broad  daylight.  Then  fore- 
seeing  the  enemy  would  endeavor  to  steal  scatteringly  into 
the  city  in  the  dark,  he  posted  strong  parties  of  the 
Achseans  all  along  the  watercourses  and  sloping  ground 
near  the  walls.  Many  of  Nabis's  men  fell  into  their  hands. 
For  returning  not  in  a  body,  but  as  the  chance  of  flight  had 
disposed  of  every  one,  they  were  caught  like  birds  ere  they 
could  enter  into  the  town. 

These  actions  obtained  him  distinguished  marks  of  affec- 
tion and  honor  in  all  the  theatres  of  Greece,  but  not  with- 
out  the  secret  Ul-will  of  Titus  Flaniininus,  who  was  natur- 
ally eager  for  glory,  and  thought  it  but  reasonable  a  consul 
of  Rome  should  be  otherwise  esteemed  by  the  Achseans 
than  a  common  Arcadian ;  especially  as  there  was  no  com- 
parison between  what  he  and  what  Philopoemen  had  done 
for  them,  he  having  by  one  proclamation  restored  all  Greece, 
»8  much  as  had  been  subject  to  Philip  and  the  Macedonians, 
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to  liberty.  After  this,  Titus  made  peace  with  Nabis, 
Kabis  was  circumvented  and  slain  by  the  ^Etolians.  Things 
being  then  in  confusion  at  Sparta,  PhilopcEmen  laid  hold 
of  the  occasion,  and  coming  upon  them  with  an  army,  pre- 
vailed with  some  by  persuasion,  with  others  by  fear,  till  he 
brought  the  whole  city  over  to  the  Achseans.  As  it  was 
no  small  matter  for  Sparta  to  become  a  member  of  Achaea, 
this  action  gained  him  infinite  praise  from  the  Achseans, 
for  having  strengthened  their  confederacy  by  the  addition 
of  so  great  and  powerful  a  city,  and  not  a  little  good-will 
from  the  nobility  of  Sparta  itself,  who  hoped  they  had  now 
procured  an  ally,  who  would  defend  their  freedom.  Ac- 
cordingly, having  raised  a  sum  of  one  hundred  and  twenty 
silver  talents  by  the  sale  of  the  house  and  goods  of  Xabis, 
they  decreed  him  the  money,  and  sent  a  deputation  in  the 
name  of  the  city  to  present  it.  But  here  the  honesty  of 
Philopoemen  showed  itself  clearly  to  be  a  real,  uncounter- 
felted  virtue.  For  first  of  all,  there  was  not  a  man  among 
them  who  would  undertake  to  make  him  this  offer  of  a 
present,  but  every  one  excusing  himself,  and  shifting  it  off 
upon  his  fellow,  they  laid  the  office  at  last  on  Timolaus, 
with  whom  he  had  lodged  at  Sparta.  Then  Timolaus  came 
to  Megalopolis,  and  was  entertained  by  Philopoemen ;  but 
struck  into  admiration  with  the  dignity  of  his  life  and 
manners,  and  the  simplicity  of  his  habits,  judging  him  to 
be  utterly  inaccessible  to  any  such  considerations,  he  said 
nothing,  but  pretending  other  business,  returned  without 
a  word  mentioned  of  the  present.  He  was  sent  again,  and 
did  just  as  formerly.  But  the  third  time  with  much  ado, 
and  faltering  in  his  words,  he  acquainted  Philopoemen  with 
the  good- will  of  the  city  of  Sparta  to  him.  Philopoemen 
listened  obligingly  and  gladly ;  and  then  went  himself  to 
Sparta,  where  he  advised  them,  not  to  bribe  good  men  and 
their  friends,  of  whose  virtue  they  might  be  sure  without 
charge  to  themselves ;  but  to  buy  off  and  silence  ill  citizens, 
who  disquieted  the  city  with  their  seditious  speeches  it 
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the  public  assemblies ;  for  it  was  better  to  bar  liberty  of 
speech  in  enemies  than  friends.  Thus  it  appeared  how 
much  Philopcemen  was  above  bribery. 

Diophanes  being  afterwards  general  of  the  Achseans, 
and  hearing  the  Lacedaemonians  were  bent  on  new  commo- 
tions, resolved  to  chastise  them ;  they,  on  the  other  side, 
being  set  upon  war,  were  embroiling  all  Peloponnesus. 
Pliilopoemen  on  this  occasion  did  all  he  could  to  keep  Di- 
ophanes quiet  and  to  make  him  sensible  that  as  the  time? 
went,  while  Antiochus  and  the  Romans  were  disputing 
their  pretensions  with  vast  armies  in  the  heart  of  Greece, 
it  concerned  a  man  in  his  position  to  keep  a  watchful  eye 
over  them,  and  dissembling,  and  putting  up  with  any  less 
important  grievances,  to  preserve  all  quiet  at  home.  Di- 
ophanes would  not  be  ruled,  but  joined  with  Titus,  and  both 
together  falling  into  Daconia,  marched  directly  to  Sparta. 
Philopcemen,  upon  this,  took,  in  his  indignation,  a  step 
which  certainly  was  not  lawful,  nor  in  the  strictest  sense 
just,  but  boldly  and  loftily  conceived.  Entering  into  the 
town  himself,  he,  a  private  man  as  he  was,  refused  admis- 
sion to  both  the  counsel  of  Rome  and  the  general  of 
the  Achseans,  quieted  the  disorders  in  the  city,  and  re- 
united it  on  the  same  terms  as  before  to  the  Achaean 
confederacy. 

Yet  afterwards,  when  he  was  general  himself,  upon  some 
new  misdemeanor  of  the  Lacedaemonians,  he  brought  back 
those  who  had  been  banished,  put,  as  Polybius  writes, 
eighty,  according  to  Aristocrates  three  hundred  and  fifty, 
Spartans  to  death,  razed  the  walls,  took  away  a  good  part 
of  their  territory  and  transferred  it  to  the  Megalopolitans, 
forced  out  of  the  country  and  carried  into  Achaea  all  who 
had  been  made  citizens  of  Sparta  by  tyrants,  except  three 
thousand  who  would  not  submit  to  banishment.  These  he 
sold  for  slaves,  and  with  the  money,  as  if  to  exult  over 
them,  built  a  colonnade  at  Megalopolis.  Lastly,  unworthily 
trampling  upon  the  Lacedaemonians  in  their  calamities, 
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and  gratifying  his  liostility  by  a  most  oppressive  and  ar. 
bitrary  action,  he  abolished  tlie  law  s  of  Lycurgus,  and 
forced  tliem  to  educate  their  children,  and  live  after  the 
mannei*  of  the  Achseans  ;  as  though,  while  they  kept  to  the 
discipline  of  Lycurgus,  there  was  no  humbling  their  haughty 
spirits.  In  tlieir  present  distress  and  adversity  they  allowed 
Philopoeuien  thus  to  cut  the  sinews  of  their  commonwealth 
asunder,  and  behaved  themselves  humbly  and  suhniissiveiy. 
But  afterwards,  in  no  long  time,  obtaining  the  support  of 
the  Romans,  they  abandoned  their  new  Achaean  citizenship; 
and  as  much  as  in  so  miserable  and  I'uined  a  condition  they 
could,  re-established  their  ancient  discipline. 

When  the  war  betwixt  Antiochus  and  the  Romans  broke 
out  in  Greece,  Philopoetnen  was  a  private  man.  He  repined 
grievously,  when  he  saw  Antiochus  lay  idle  at  Chalcis, 
spending  his  time  in  unreasonable  courtship  and  weddings, 
while  his  men  lay  dispersed  in  several  towns,  without  order, 
or  commanders,  and  minding  nothing  but  their  pleasures. 
He  complained  much  that  he  was  not  himself  in  office,  and 
said  he  envied  the  Romans  their  victory ;  and  that  if  he 
had  had  the  fortune  to  be  then  in  command,  he  would  have 
surprised  and  killed  the  whole  army  in  the  taverns. 

When  Antiochus  was  overcome,  the  Romans  pressed 
harder  upon  Greece,  and  encompassed  the  Achseans  with 
their  power;  the  popular  leaders  in  the  several  cities 
yielded  before  them  ;  and  their  power  speedily,  under  tlio 
divine  guidance,  advanced  to  the  consummation  due  to  it 
in  the  revolutions  of  fortune.  Philopoemen,  in  this  con- 
juncture, cari'ied  himself  like  a  good  pilot  in  a  higli  seii, 
sometimes  shifting  sail,  and  sometimes  yielding,  but  still 
steering  steady ;  and  omitting  no  opportunity  nor  effort  to 
keep  all  who  were  considerable,  whether  for  eloquence  or 
riches,  fast  to  the  defence  of  their  common  liberty. 

Aristsenus,  a  Megalopolitan  of  great  credit  among  tlie 
Achseans,  but  always  a  favorer  of  the  Romans,  saying  one 
day  in  the  senate,  that  the  liomuus  should  not  be  opposed, 
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or  displeased  in  any  way,  Philopoemen  heard  him  with  an 
impatient  silence ;  but  at  last,  not  able  to  hold  longer,  said 
angrily  to  him,  "  And  why  be  in  such  haste,  wretched  man, 
to  behold  the  end  of  Greece  ?  "  JIanius,  the  Roman  consul, 
after  the  defeat  of  Antiochus,  requested  the  Achseans  to 
restore  the  banished  Lacedsemonians  to  their  country, 
which  motion  was  seconded  and  supported  by  all  the 
interest  of  Titus.  But  Philopoemen  crossed  it,  not  from 
ill-will  to  the  men,  but  that  they  might  be  beholden  to 
him  and  the  Achaeans,  not  to  Titus  and  the  Romans. 
For  when  he  came  to  be  general  himself,  he  restored 
them.  So  impatient  was  his  spirit  of  any  subjection  and 
60  prone  his  nature  to  contest  everything  with  men  in 
power. 

Being  now  threescore  and  ten,  and  the  eighth  time  gen- 
eral,  he  was  in  hope  to  pass  in  quiet,  not  only  the  year  of 
his  magistracy,  but  his  remaining  life.  For  as  our  diseases 
decline,  as  it  is  supposed  with  our  declining  bodily  strength, 
so  the  quarrelling  humor  of  the  Greeks  abated  much  with 
their  failing  political  greatness.  But  fortune  or  some 
divine  retributive  power  threw  him  down  in  the  close  of 
his  life,  like  a  successful  runner  who  stumbles  at  the  goal. 
It  is  reported,  that  being  in  company  where  one  was  praised 
for  a  great  commander,  he  replied,  there  was  no  great 
account  to  be  made  of  a  man  who  had  suffered  himself  ta 
be  taken  alive  by  his  enemies. 

A  few  days  after,  news  came  that  Dinocrates  the  Mes- 
senian,  a  particular  enemy  to  Philopoemen,  and  for  his 
"wickedness  and  villanies  generally  hated,  had  induced  Mes- 
sene  to  revolt  from  the  Achseans,  and  was  about  to  seize 
upon  a  little  place  called  Colonis.  Philopoemen  lay  then 
sick  of  a  fever  at  Argos.  Upon  the  news  he  hasted  away, 
and  reached  Megalopolis,  which  was  distant  above  four 
hundred  furlongs,  in  a  day.  From  thence  he  immediately 
led  out  the  horse,  the  noblest  of  the  city,  young  men  in  the 
vigor  of  their  age,  and  eager  to  proffer  their  service,  both 
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from  attachment  to  Philopcemen,  and  zeal  for  the  cause 
As  they  marched  towards  Messene,  they  met  with  Dinoo. 
rates,  near  the-  hill  of  Evander,  charged  and  routed  him. 
But  five  hundred  fresh  men,  who,  being  left  for  a  guard  to 
the  country,  came  in  late,  happening  to  appear,  the  flying 
enemy  rallied  again  about  the  hills.  Philopcemen,  fearing 
to  be  enclosed,  and  solicitous  for  his  men,  retreated  over 
ground  extremely  disadvantageous,  bringing  up  the  rear 
himself.  As  he  often  faced,  and  made  charges  upon  the 
enemy,  he  drew  them  upon  himself ;  though  they  meiely 
made  movements  at  a  distance,  and  shouted  about  him, 
nobody  daring  to  approach  him.  In  his  care  to  save  every 
single  man,  he  left  his  main  body  so  often,  that  at  last  he 
found  himself  alone  among  the  thickest  of  his  enemies. 
Yet  even  then  none  durst  come  up  to  him,  but  being  pelted 
at  a  distance,  and  driven  to  stony  steep  places,  he  had  great 
difiBculty,  with  much  spurring,  to  guide  his  horse  aright. 
His  age  was  no  hindrance  to  him,  for  with  perpetual  exer. 
else  it  was  both  strong  and  active ;  but  being  weakened 
with  sickness,  and  tired  with  his  long  journey,  his  horse 
stumbling,  he  fell  encumbered  with  his  arms,  and  faint, 
upon  a  hard  and  rugged  piece  of  ground.  His  head  re. 
ceived  such  a  shock  with  the  fall,  that  he  lay  awhile  speech- 
less, so  that  the  enemy,  thinking  him  dead,  began  to  turn 
and  strip  him.  But  when  they  saw  him  lift  up  his  head 
and  open  his  eyes,  they  threw  themselves  all  together  upon 
him,  bound  his  hands  behind  him,  and  carried  him  off, 
every  kind  of  insult  and  contumely  being  lavished  on  hira 
who  truly  had  never  so  much  as  dreamed  of  being  led  in 
triumph  by  Dinocrates. 

The  Messenians,  wonderfully  elated  with  the  news, 
thronged  in  swarms  to  the  city  gates.  But  when  they  saw 
Philopcemen  in  a  posture  so  unsuitable  to  the  glory  of  his 
great  actions  and  famous  victories,  most  of  them,  struck 
with  grief  and  cursing  the  deceitful  vanity  of  human  fort 
nne,  even  shed  tears  of  compassion  at  the  spectacle.  Sucb 
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iears  by  little  and  little  turned  to  kind  words,  and  it  waa 
almost  in  everybody's  mouth  that  they  ought  to  remember 
what  he  had  done  for  them,  and  how  he  had  preserved  the 
common  liberty,  by  driving  away  Nabis.  Some  few,  to 
make  tlieir  court  to  Binocrates,  were  for  torturing  and 
then  putting  him  to  death  as  a  dangerous  and  irreconcilable 
enemy;  all  the  more  formidable  to  Dinocrates,  who  had 
taken  hira  a  prisoner,  should  he  after  this  misfortune 
regain  his  liberty.  They  put  him  at  last  uito  a  dungeon 
underground,  which  they  called  the  treasury,  a  place  into 
which  there  came  no  air  nor  light  from  abroad;  and  which, 
having  no  doors,  was  closed  with  a  great  stone.  This 
they  rolled  into  the  entrance  and  fixed,  and  placing  a 
guard  about  it,  left  him.  In  the  mean  time  Philopoemen's 
soldiei's,  recovering  themselves  after  their  flight,  and  fear- 
ing he  was  dead  when  he  appeared  nowhere,  made  a  stand, 
calling  him  with  loud  cries,  and  reproaching  one  another 
with  their  unworthy  and  shameful  escape ;  having  betrayed 
their  general,  who,  to  preserve  their  lives,  had  lost  his 
own.  Then  returning  after  much  inquiry  and  search, 
hearing  at  last  that  he  was  taken,  they  sent  away  messen- 
gers round  about  with  the  news.  The  Achseans  resented 
the  misfortune  deeply,  and  decreed  to  send  and  demand 
him ;  and  in  the  mean  time  drew  their  army  together  for 
his  rescue. 

While  these  things  passed  in  Achsea,  Dinocrates,  fearing 
that  any  delay  would  save  Philopoeraen,  and  resolving  to 
be  beforehand  with  the  Achseans,  as  soon  as  night  had 
dispersed  the  multitude,  sent  in  the  executioner  with 
poison,  with  orders  not  to  stir  from  him  till  he  had  taken 
it.  Philopcemen  had  then  laid  down,  wrapt  up  in  his 
cloak,  not  sleeping,  but  oppressed  with  grief  and  trouble  ; 
but  seeing  light,  and  a  man  with  poison  by  him,  struggled 
to  sit  up ;  and,  taking  the  cup,  asked  the  man  if  he  heard 
anything  of  the  horsemen,  particularly  Lycortas?  The 
fellow  answering,  that  <Oie  most  part  had  got  otf  safe,  ha 
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nodded,  and  looking  cheerfully  upon  him,  "It  is  well,"  In 
said,  "tbatwe  have  not  been  every  way  unfortunate;" 
and  without  a  word  more,  drank  it  off,  and  laid  him  down 
again.  His  weakness  offering  but  little  resistance  to  Uie 
poison,  it  despatched  him  presently. 

The  news  of  his  death  filled  all  Achsea  with  grief  and 
lamentation.  The  youth,  with  some  of  the  chief  of  the 
several  cities,  met  at  Megalopolis  with  a  resolution  to  take 
revenge  without  delay.  They  chose  Lycortas  general,  and 
falling  upon  the  Messenians,  put  all  to  fire  and  sword,  till 
they  all  with  one  consent  made  their  submission.  Dinoo 
rates,  with  as  many  as  had  voted  for  Philopoemen's  death, 
anticipated  their  vengeance  and  killed  themselves.  Those 
who  would  have  had  him  tortured,  Lycortas  put  in  chahis 
and  reserved  for  severer  punishment.  They  burnt  his 
body,  and  put  the  ashes  into  an  urn,  and  then  marched 
homeward,  not  as  in  an  ordinary  march,  but  with  a  kind  of 
solemnpomp,  half  triumph,  half  funeral,  crowns  of  victory  on 
their  heads,  and  tears  in  their  eyes,  and  their  captive  enemies 
in  fetters  by  them.  Polybius,  the  general's  son,  carried  tlie 
urn,  so  covered  with  garlands  and  ribbons  as  scarcely  to 
be  visible;  and  the  noblest  of  the  Achaians  accompanied 
him.  The  soldiers  followed  fully  armed  and  mounted,  with 
iooks  neither  altogether  sad  as  in  mourning,  nor  lofty  as 
in  victory.  The  people  from  all  towns  and  villages  in  their 
way  flocked  out  to  meet  him,  as  at  his  return  from  con- 
quest, and,  saluting  the  urn,  fell  in  with  the  company  and 
followed  on  to  Megalopolis  ;  whei-e,  when  the  old  man,  the 
women  and  children  were  mingled  with  the  rest,  the  whole 
city  was  filled  with  sighs,  complaints  and  ci'ies,  the  loss  of 
Philopcfimen  seeming  to  them  the  loss  of  their  own  great- 
ness, and  of  their  rank  among  the  Achajans.  Thus  hfl 
was  honorably  buried  according  to  his  worth,  and  the 
prisoners  were  stoned  about  his  tomb. 

Many  statues  were  set  up,  and  many  honors  decreed  to 
him  by  the  several  cities.    One  of  the  Romans  in  the  time 
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of  Greece's  affliction,  after  the  destruction  of  Corinth, 
publicly  accusing  Pliilopoemen,  as  if  he  had  been  still  alive, 
of  having  been  the  enemy  of  Rome,  proposed  that  these 
memorials  should  all  be  removed.  A  discussion  ensued, 
speeches  were  made,  and  Polybius  answered  the  sycophant 
at  large.  And  neither  Mummius  nor  the  lieutenants  would 
suffer  the  honorable  monuments  of  so  great  a  man  to  be 
defaced,  though  he  had  often  crossed  both  Titus  and  ]Manius. 
They  justly  distinguished,  and  as  became  honest  men, 
betwixt  usefulness  and  virtue, — what  is  good  in  itself,  and 
what  is  profitable  to  particular  parties, — judging  thanks 
and  reward  due  to  him  who  does  a  benefit,  from  him  who 
receives  it,  and  honor  never  to  be  denied  by  the  good  to  the 
good.   And  so  much  concerning  Philopoemen, 


FLAMININUS, 

What  Titus  Quintius  Flamininus,  whom  we  select  as  a 
parallel  to  Philopoemen,  was  in  personal  appearance,  those 
who  are  curious  may  see  by  the  brazen  statue  of  him,  which 
stands  in  Rome  near  that  of  the  great  Apollo,  brought  from 
Carthage,  opposite  to  the  Circus  Maximus,  with  a  Greek 
inscription  upon  it.  The  temper  of  his  mind  is  said  to  have 
been  of  the  warmest  both  in  anger  and  in  kindness,  not 
indeed  equally  so  in  both  respects ;  as  in  punishing,  he  was 
ever  moderate,  never  inflexible  ;  but  whatever  courtesy  or 
good  turn  he  set  about,  he  went  through  with  it,  and  was 
as  perpetually  kind  and  obliging  to  those  on  whom  he  had 
poured  his  favors,  as  if  they,  not  he,  had  been  the  bene- 
factors :  exerting  himself  for  the  security  and  preservation 
of  what  he  seemed  to  consider  his  noblest  possessions,  those 
to  whom  he  had  done  good.  But  being  ever  thirsty  after 
honor,  and  passionate  for  glory,  if  anything  of  a  greater 
and  more  extraordinary  nature  were  to  be  done,  he  was 
20 
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eager  to  be  the  doer  of  it  liimself ;  and  took  more  pleasura 
in  those  that  needed,  than  in  those  that  were  capable  ot 
conferring  favors ;  looking  on  the  former  as  objects  for  his 
virtue,  and  on  the  latter  as  competitors  in  glory. 

Rome  had  then  many  sharp  contests  going  on,  and  het 
youth  betaking  themselves  early  to  the  wars,  learned 
betimes  the  art  of  commanding ;  and  Flamininus,  havinjj 
passed  through  the  rudiments  of  soldiery,  received  his  first 
charge  in  the  war  against  Hannibal,  as  tribune  under  Mar- 
cellus,  then  consul.   Marcellus,  indeed,  falling  into  an 
ambuscade,  was  cut  off.   But  Titus,  receiving  the  appoint- 
ment  of  governor,  as  well  of  Tarentum,  then  retaken,  as  of 
the  country  about  it,  grew  no  less  famous  for  his  adminis- 
tration of  justice,  than  for  his  military  skill.   This  obtained 
him  the  office  of  leader  and  founder  of  two  colonies  which 
were  sent  into  the  cities  of  Narnia  and  Cossa ;  which  filled 
him  with  loftier  hopes,  and  made  him  aspire  to  step  over 
those  previous  honors  which  it  was  usual  first  to  pass 
through,  the  offices  of  tribune  of  the  people,  praetor  and 
sedile,  and  to  level  his  aim  immediately  at  the  consulship. 
Having  these  colonies,  and  all  their  interest  ready  at  his 
service,  he  offered  himself  as  candidate ;  but  the  tribunes 
of  the  people,  Fulvius  and  Manius,  and  their  party,  strongly 
opposed  him ;  alleging  how  unbecoming  a  thing  it  was,  that 
a  man  of  such  raw  years,  one  who  was  yet,  as  it  were, 
untrained,  uninitiated  in  the  first  sacred  rites  and  mysteries 
of  government,  should,  in  contempt  of  the  laws,  intrude  and 
fci-ce  himself  into  the  sovereignty. 

However,  the  senate  remitted  it  to  the  people's  choice 
and  suffrage ;  who  elected  him  (though  not  then  arrived  ai 
his  thirtieth  year)  consul  with  Sextus  ^lius.  The  war 
against  Philip  and  the  Macedonians  fell  to  Titus  by  lot,  anft 
some  kind  fortune,  propitious  at  that  time  to  the  Romans, 
seems  to  have  so  determined  it ;  as  neither  the  people  nor 
the  state  of  things  which  were  now  to  be  dealt  with  wefb 
Buch  aa  to  require  a  general  who  would  always  be  upon  tbi 
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point  of  force  and  mere  blows,  but  rather  were  accessible 
to  persuasion  and  gentle  usage.  It  is  true  that  the  king- 
dom  of  Macedon  furnished  supplies  enough  to  Phiiip  for 
actual  battle  with  the  Romans  ;  but  to  maintain  a  long  and 
lingering  war,  he  must  call  in  aid  from  Greece ;  must  thence 
procure  his  supplies ;  there  find  his  means  of  retreat ;  Greece, 
in  a  word,  would  be  his  l  esource  for  all  the  requisites  of 
his  army.  Unless,  therefore,  the  Greeks  could  be  with- 
drawn from  siding  with  Philip,  this  war  with  him  must 
not  expect  its  decision  from  a  single  battle.  Now  Greece 
(which  had  not  hitherto  held  much  correspondence  with 
the  Romans,  but  first  began  an  intercoui'se  on  this  occasion) 
would  not  so  soon  have  embraced  a  foreign  authority,  in- 
stead of  the  commanders  she  had  been  inured  to,  had  not 
the  general  of  these  strangers  been  of  a  kind,  gentle  nature, 
one  who  worked  rather  by  fair  means  than  force  ;  of  a  per- 
suasive address  in  all  applications  to  others,  and  no  less 
courteous  and  open  to  all  addresses  of  othei'S  to  him  ;  and 
above  all  bent  and  determined  on  justice.  But  the  story 
of  his  actions  will  best  illustrate  these  particulars. 

Titus  observed  that  both  Sulpicius  and  Publius,  who  had 
been  his  predecessors  in  that  command,  had  not  taken  the 
field  against  the  ]Macedonians  till  late  in  the  year;  and  then, 
too,  had  not  set  their  hands  properly  to  the  war,  but  had 
kept  skirmishing  and  scouting  here  and  there  for  passes  and 
provisions,  and  never  came  to  close  fighting  with  Philip 
He  resolved  not  to  trifle  away  a  year,  as  they  had  done,  al 
home  in  ostentation  of  the  honor,  and  in  domestic  adminis 
tration,  and  only  then  to  join  the  army,  with  the  pitiful 
hope  of  protracting  the  term  of  office  through  a  second  year, 
acting  as  consul  in  the  first,  and  as  general  in  the  latter. 
He  was,  moreover,  infinitely  desirous  to  employ  his  author- 
ity with  effect  upon  the  war,  which  made  him  slight  those 
home  honors  and  prerogatives.  Requesting,  therefore,  of 
the  senate,  that  his  brother  Lucius  might  act  with  him  as 
ftdmiral  of  the  navy,  and  taking  with  him  to  be  the  edge, 
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as  it  were,  of  the  expedition  three  thonsancT  still  young  and 
vigorous  soldiers,  of  those  who,  under  Scipio,  had  defeated 
Asdrubal  in  Spain,  and  Hannibal  in  Africa,  he  got  safe  into 
Epirus ;  and  found  Publius  encamped  with  his  army,  over 
against  Philip,  who  had  long  made  good  the  pass  over  the 
river  Apsus,  and  the  straits  there ;  Publius  not  having  been 
able,  for  the  natural  strength  of  the  place,  to  effect  any. 
thing  against  him.  Titus  therefore  took  upon  himself  the 
conduct  of  the  army,  and,  having  dismissed  Publius,  ex- 
amined the  ground.  The  place  is  in  strength  not  inferior 
to  Tempe,  though  it  lacks  the  trees  and  green  woods,  and 
the  pleasant  meadows  and  walks  that  adorn  Tempe.  The 
Apsus,  making  its  way  between  vast  and  lofty  mountains 
which  all  but  meet  above  a  single  deep  ravine  in  the  midst, 
is  not  unlike  the  river  Peneus,  in  the  rapidity  of  its  current, 
and  in  its  general  appearance.  It  covers  the  foot  of  those 
hills,  and  leaves  only  a  craggy,  narrow  path  cut  out  beside 
the  stream,  not  easily  passable  at  any  time  for  an  army, 
but  not  at  all  when  guarded  by  an  enemy. 

There  were  some,  therefore,  who  would  have  had  Titus 
make  a  circuit  through  Dassaretis,  and  take  an  easy  and  safe 
road  by  the  district  of  Lyncus.  But  he,  fearing  that  if  he 
should  engage  himself  too  far  from  the  sea  in  barren  and 
nntilled  countries,  and  Philip  should  decline  fighting,  he 
might,  through  want  of  provisions,  be  constrained  to 
march  back  again  to  the  seaside  without  effecting  any- 
thing, as  his  predecessor  had  done  before  him,  embraced 
the  resolution  of  forcing  his  way  over  the  mountains. 
But  Philip,  having  possessed  himself  of  them  with  his 
army,  showered  down  his  darts  and  arrows  from  all 
parts  upon  the  Romans.  Sharp  encounters  took  place, 
and  many  fell  wounded  and  slain  on  both  sides,  and 
there  seemed  but  little  likelihood  of  thus  ending  the 
war ;  when  some  of  the  men,  who  fed  their  cattle  there- 
abouts,  came  to  Titus  with  a  discovery,  that  there  waa 
a  roundabout  way  which  the  enemy  neglected  to  guard,* 
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through  which  they  undertook  to  conduct  his  army,  and  to 
bring  it,  within  three  days  at  furthest,  to  the  top  of  the 
hills.  To  gain  the  surer  credit  with  him,  they  said  that 
Charops,  son  of  Machatas,  a  leading  man  in  Epirus,  who 
was  friendly  to  the  Romans,  and  aided  them  (though,  for 
fear  of  Philip,  secretly),  was  privy  to  the  design.  Titus 
gave  their  information  belief,  and  sent  a  captain  with  four 
thousand  foot  and  three  hundred  horse;  these  herdsmen 
being  their  guides,  but  kept  in  bonds.  In  the  daytime  they 
lay  still  under  the  covert  of  the  hollow  and  woody  places, 
but  in  the  night  they  marched  by  moonlight,  the  moon 
being  then  at  the  full.  Titus,  having  detached  this  party, 
lay  quiet  with  his  main  body,  merely  keeping  up  the  atten- 
tion of  the  enemy  by  some  slight  skirmishing.  But  when 
the  day  arrived  that  those  who  stole  round  were  expected 
upon  the  top  of  the  hill,  he  drew  up  his  forces  early  in  the 
morning,  as  well  the  light-armed  as  the  heavy,  and,  divid 
ing  them  into  three  parts,  himself  led  the  van,  marching 
his  men  up  the  narrow  passage  along  the  bank,  darted  at 
by  the  Macedonians  and  engaging,  in  this  diflQcult  ground, 
hand  to  hand  with  his  assailants ;  whilst  the  other  two 
divisions  on  either  side  of  him  threw  themselves  with 
great  alacrity  among  the  rocks.  Whilst  they  were  strug- 
gling forward,  the  sun  rose,  and  a  thin  smoke,  like  a  mist, 
hanging  on  the  hills,  was  seen  rising  at  a  distance,  unper- 
ceived  by  the  enemy,  being  behind  them,  as  they  stood  on 
the  heights ;  and  the  Romans,  also,  as  yet  under  suspense, 
in  the  toil  and  difficulty  they  were  in,  could  only  doubt- 
fully construe  the  sight  according  to  their  desires.  But  as 
it  grew  thicker  and  thicker,  blackening  the  air,  and  mount- 
ing to  a  greater  height,  they  no  longer  doubted  but  it  was 
the  flre-signal  of  their  companions ;  and,  raising  a  tri- 
umphant shout,  forcing  their  way  onwards,  they  drove  the 
enemy  back  into  the  roughest  ground ;  while  the  other 
party  echoed  back  their  acclamations  from  the  top  of  the 
mouutaiu 
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The  Macedonians  fled  with  all  the  speed  they  could  raaKej 
there  fell,  indeed,  not  more  than  two  thousand  of  them;  foi 
the  difficulties  of  the  place  rescued  them  from  pursuit.  Bnt 
the  Komans  pillaged  their  camp,  seized  upon  their  money  and 
slaves,  and,  becoming  absolute  masters  of  the  pass,  traversed 
all  Epirus;  but  with  such  order  and  discipline,  with  such 
temperance  and  moderation,  that,  thougli  they  were  far 
from  the  sea,  at  a  great  distance  from  their  vessels,  and 
stinted  of  their  montlily  allowance  of  corn,  and  though 
they  had  much  difficulty  in  buying,  they  nevertlieless 
abstained  altogether  from  plundering  the  country,  which 
liad  provisions  enough  of  all  sorts  in  it.  For  intelligence 
being  received  that  Philip,  making  a  flight,  rather  than  a 
march,  through  Thessaly,  forced  the  ir.liabitants  from  the 
towns  to  take  shelter  in  the  mountains,  burnt  down  the 
towns  themselves,  and  gave  up  as  spoil  to  his  soldiers  all 
the  property  which  it  had  been  found  impossible  to  remove, 
abandoning,  as  it  would  seem,  the  whole  country  to  the 
Romans,  Titus  was,  therefore,  very  desirous,  and  entreated 
his  soldiers  that  they  would  pass  through  it  as  if  it  were 
their  own,  or  as  if  a  place  trusted  into  their  hands ;  and, 
indeed,  they  quickly  perceived,  by  the  event,  what  benefit 
they  derived  from  this  moderate  and  orderly  conduct.  For 
they  no  sooner  set  foot  in  Thessaly,  but  the  cities  opened 
their  gates,  and  the  Greeks,  within  Thermopylae,  were  all 
eagerness  and  excitement  to  ally  themselves  with  them. 
The  Achseang  abandoned  their  alliance  with  Philip,  and 
voted  to  join  ■with  the  Romans  in  actual  arms  against  him; 
and  the  Opuntians,  though  the  yEtolians,  who  were  zeal- 
ous  allies  of  the  Romans,  were  willing  and  desirous  to 
undertake  the  protection  of  the  city,  would  not  listen  to 
proposals  from  them;  but  sending  for  Titus,  intrusted 
and  committed  themselves  to  his  charge. 

It  is  told  of  Pyrrhus,  that  when  first,  from  an  adjacent 
hill  or  watch-tower  which  gave  him  a  prospect  of  the 
Eioman  army,  he  descried  them  drawn  up  in  order,  he  ob 
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served,  that  he  saw  nothing  barbarian-like  in  this  barbarian 
line  of  battle.  And  all  who  came  near  Titus  could  not 
^  clioose  but  say  as  much  of  him,  at  their  first  view.  For 
tliey  who  had  been  told  by  the  Macedonians  of  an  invader, 
at  the  head  of  a  barbarian  army,  carrying  everywhere 
slavery  and  destruction  on  his  sword's  point;  when,  in  lieu 
of  such  an  one,  they  met  a  man,  in  the  flower  of  his  age, 
of  a  gentle  and  humane  aspect,  a  Greek  in  his  voice  and 
language,  and  a  lover  of  honor,  were  wonderfully  pleased 
and  attracted ;  and  when  they  left  him,  they  filled  the 
cities,  wherever  they  went,  with  favorable  feelings  for  him, 
and  vi^ith  the  belief  that  in  him  they  might  find  the  pro- 
tector and  asserter  of  their  liberties.  And  when  after- 
wards, on  Philip's  professing  a  desire  for  peace,  Titus  made 
a  tender  to  him  of  peace  and  friendshij),  upon  the  condi- 
tion that  the  Greeks  be  left  to  their  own  laws,  and  that 
he  should  withdraw  his  garrisons,  which  he  refused  to 
comply  with,  now  after  these  proposals  the  universal  be- 
lief even  of  the  favorers  and  partisans  of  Philip  was,  that 
the  Romans  came  not  to  fight  against  the  Greeks,  but  for 
the  Greeks,  against  the  Macedonians. 

Accordingly,  all  the  rest  of  Greece  came  to  peaceable 
terms  with  him.  But  as  he  marched  into  Bceotia,  without 
committing  the  least  act  of  hostility,  the  nobility  and  chief 
men  of  Thebes  came  out  of  their  city  to  meet  him,  devoted 
under  the  influence  of  Brachylles  to  the  Macedonian  al- 
liance, but  desirous  at  the  same  time  to  show  honor  and 
deference  to  Titus ;  as  they  wei-e,  they  conceived,  in  amity 
with  both  parties.  Titus  received  them  in  the  most 
abliging  and  courteous  manner,  but  kept  going  gently  on, 
questioning  and  inquiring  of  them,  and  sometimes  enter- 
taining  them  with  narratives  of  his  own,  till  his  soldiers 
might  a  little  recover  from  the  weariness  of  their  journey. 
Thus  passing  on,  he  and  the  Thebans  came  together  into 
;heir  city,  not  much  to  their  satisfaction ;  but  yet  they 
iould  not  well  deny  him  entrance,  as  a  good  number  of  his 


812 


PLUTARCH'S  UVEA 


men  attended  him  in.  Titus,  however,  now  he  was  within, 
as  if  he  had  not  had  the  city  at  his  mercy,  came  fomard 
and  addressed  them,  urging  tlieni  to  join  the  Roman  in- 
terest. King  Attalus  followed  to  the  same  effect.  And 
he,  indeed,  trying  to  play  the  advocate,  beyond  what  it 
seems  his  age  could  bear,  was  seized,  in  the  midst  of  his 
speech,  with  a  sudden  flux  or  dizziness,  and  swooned 
away ;  and,  not  long  after,  was  conveyed  by  ship  into  Asia, 
and  died  there.    The  Boeotians  joined  the  Roman  alliance. 

But  now,  when  Philip  sent  an  embassy  to  Rome,  Titua 
despatched  away  agents  on  his  part,  too,  to  solicit  the  senate, 
if  they  should  continue  the  war,  to  continue  him  in  his  com 
raand,  or  if  they  determined  an  end  to  that,  that  he  might 
have  the  honor  of  concluding  the  peace.  Having  a  great 
passion  for  distinction,  his  fear  was,  that  if  another  general 
were  commissioned  to  carry  on  the  war,  the  honor  even  oi 
what  was  passed  would  be  lost  to  him  ;  and  his  friends  trans 
acted  matters  so  well  on  his  behalf,  that  Philip  was  unsuc 
cessful  in  his  proposals,  and  the  management  of  the  war  was 
confirmed  in  his  hands.  He  no  sooner  received  the  senate's 
determination,  but,  big  with  hopes,  he  marches  directly  into 
Thessaly,  to  engage  Philip ;  his  army  consisting  of  twenty-sij 
thousand  men,  out  of  which  the  ^tolians  furnished  six  thou, 
sand  foot  and  four  hundred  horse.  The  forces  of  Philip  were 
much  about  the  same  number.  In  this  eagerness  to  encoun- 
ter,  they  advanced  against  each  other,  till  both  were  near 
Scotussa,  where  they  resolved  to  hazard  a  battle.  Nor  bad 
the  approach  of  these  two  formidable  armies  theeffectthat 
might  have  been  supposed,  to  strike  into  the  generals  a 
mutuaJ  terror  of  each  other ;  it  rather  inspired  thera  with 
ardor  and  ambition ;  on  the  Romans' part,  to  be  the  conque^ 
ors  of  jMacedon,  a  name  which  Alexander  had  made  famous 
amongst  them  for  strength  and  valor ;  whilst  the  MaW 
donians,  on  the  other  hand,  esteeming  of  the  Romans  as  an 
enemy  very  different  from  the  Persians,  hoped,  if  victory 
stood  on  their  side,  to  make  tlie  name  of  l^hilip  more  glorioOl 
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than  that  of  Alexander,  Titus,  therefore,  called  upon  his 
soldiers  to  play  the  part  of  valiant  men,  because  they  were 
low  to  act  their  parts  upon  the  most  illustrious  theatre  of 
;he  world,  Greece,  and  to  contend  with  the  bravest  an- 
iagonists.  And  Philip,  on  the  other  side,  commenced  an 
iiarangue  to  his  men,  as  usual  before  an  engagement,  and  to 
be  the  better  heard  (whether  it  were  merely  a  mischance,  or 
the  result  of  unseasonable  haste,  not  observing  what  he 
lid),  mounted  an  eminence  outside  their  camp,  which  proved 
to  be  a  burying-place ;  and  much  disturbed  by  the  despond- 
ency that  seized  his  army  at  the  unluckiness  of  the  omen, 
ill  that  day  kept  in  his  camp,  and  declined  fighting. 

But  on  the  morrow,  as  day  came  on,  after  a  soft  and  rainy 
night,  the  clouds  changing  into  a  mist  filled  all  the  plain  Avith 
thick  darkness  ;  and  a  dense  foggy  air  descending,  by  the 
time  it  was  full  day,  from  the  adjacent  mountains  into  the 
ground  betwixt  the  two  camps,  concealed  them  from  each 
other's  view.  The  parties  sent  out  on  either  side,  some  for 
ambuscade,  some  for  discovery,  falling  in  upon  one  another 
quickly  after  they  were  thus  detached,  began  the  fight  at 
whatare  called  theCynos  Cephalee,  a  number  of  sharp  tops  of 
hills  that  stand  close  to  one  another,  and  have  the  name 
from  some  resemblance  in  their  shape.  Now  many  vicissi- 
tudes and  changes  happening,  as  may  well  be  expected,  in 
such  an  uneven  field  of  battle,  sometimes  hot  pursuit,  and 
sometiiues  as  rapid  a  flight,  the  generals  on  both  sides  kept 
sending  in  succors  from  the  main  bodies,  as  they  saw 
their  men  pressed  or  giving  ground,  till  at  lengtli  the 
heavens  clearing  up,  let  them  see  what  was  going  on,  upon 
which  the  whole  armies  engaged.  Philip,  who  was  in  the 
right  wing,  from  the  advantage  of  the  higher  ground  which 
he  had,  threw  on  the  Romans  the  whole  weight  of  his  pha- 
la.nx,  with  a  force  which  they  were  unable  to  sustain  ;  thfe 
dense  array  of  spears,  and  the  pressure  of  the  compact  mass 
overpowering  them.  But  the  king's  left  wing  being  broken 
•p  by  the  hilliness  of  the  place,  Titus  observing  it,  and 
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cherishing  little  or  no  hopes  on  that  side  where  ms  own 
gave  ground,  makes  in  all  haste  to  the  other,  and  thew 
charges  in  upon  the  Macedonians ;  who,  in  consequence  of 
the  inequality  and  roughness  of  the  ground,  could  not  keep 
their  phalanx  entire,  nor  line  their  ranks  to  any  great 
depth  (which  is  the  great  point  of  their  strength),  but  were 
forced  to  fight  man  for  man  under  heavy  and  unwieldy 
armor.   For  the  Macedonian  phalanx  is  like  some  single 
powerful  animal,  irresistible  so  long  as  it  is  embodied  into 
one,  and  keeps  its  order,  shield  touching  shield,  all  as  in  a 
piece ;  but  if  it  be  once  broken,  not  only  is  the  joint  force 
lost,  but  the  individual  soldiers  also  who  composed  it  lose 
each  one  his  own  single  strength,  because  of  the  nature  of 
their  armor ;  and  because  each  of  them  is  strong,  rather, 
as  he  makes  a  part  of  the  whole,  than  in  himself.  When 
these  were  routed,  some  gave  chase  to  the  flyers,  others 
charged  the  flanks  of  those  Macedonians  who  were  still 
fighting,  so  that  the  conquering  wing,  also,  was  quickly 
disordered,  took  to  flight,  and  threw  down  its  arms.  There 
were  then  slain  no  less  than  eight  thousand,  and  about  five 
thousand  were  taken  prisoners;  and  the  ^tolians  were 
blamed  as  having  been  the  main  occasion  that  Philip  him- 
self got  safe  off.   For  whilst  the  Romans  were  in  pursuit, 
they  fell  to  ravaging  and  plundering  the  camp,  and  did  it 
so  completely,  that  when  the  others  returned,  they  found 
no  booty  in  it. 

This  bred  at  first  hard  words,  quarrels,  and  misunder- 
standings betwixt  them.  But,  afterwards,  they  galled 
Titus  more,  by  ascribing  the  victory  to  themselves,  and 
prepossessing  the  Greeks  with  reports  to  that  effect ;  inso- 
much that  poets,  and  people  in  general  in  the  songs  that 
were  sung  or  written  in  honor  of  the  action,  still  ranked 
the  ^tolians  foremost.  One  of  the  pieces  most  curreni 
was  the  following  epigram 

Naked  anj  tombless  soe,  O  paasor-by. 
Xhe  Uurtjr  ttxouaand  mea  oX  Thesaaiy, 
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Haln  by  the  Atolians  and  the  Latin  band. 
That  came  with  Titus  from  Italia's  land; 
Alas  for  mighty  Macedon  I  that  day. 
Swift  as  a  roe,  king  Philip  fled  away. 

This  was  composed  by  Alcseus  in  mockery  of  Philip,  exag^ 
gerating  the  number  of  the  slain.  However,  being  every- 
where repeated,  and  by  almost  everybody,  Titus  was  more 
nettled  at  it  than  Philip.  The  latter  merely  retorted  upou 
Alcseus  with  some  elegiac  verses  of  his  own 

Naked  and  leafless  see,  0  passer-by. 
The  cross  that  shall  Alcseus  crucify. 

But  such  little  matters  extremely  fretted  Titus,  who  was 
ambitious  of  a  reputation  among  the  Greeks  ;  and  he  there- 
fore acted  in  all  after-occurrences     himself,  paying  but  very 
slight  regard  to  the  JEtolians.    This  offended  them  in  their 
turn ;  and  when  Titus  listened  to  terms  of  accommodation, 
and  admitted  an  embassy  upon  the  proffers  of  the  Mace- 
donian king,  the  Atolians  made  it  their  business  to  publish 
through  all  the  cities  of  Greece,  that  this  was  the  conclusion 
of  all ;  that  he  was  selling  Philip  a  peace,  at  a  time  when  it 
was  in  his  hand  to  destroy  the  very  roots  of  the  war,  and  to 
overthrow  the  power  Avhich  had  first  inflicted  servitude 
upou  Greece.   But  whilst  with  these  and  the  like  rumors, 
theiEtolians  labored  to  shake  the  Roman  confederates, 
Philip,  making  overtures  of  submission  of  himself  and  his 
kingdom  to  the  discretion  of  Titus  and  the  Romans,  put 
an  end  to  those  jealousies,  as  Titus,  by  accepting  them,  did 
to  the  war.   For  he  reuistated  Philip  in  his  kingdom  of 
Macedon,  but  made  it  a  condition  that  he  should  quit 
Greece,  and  that  he  should  pay  one  thousand  talents ;  he 
took  from  him  also  all  his  shipping,  save  ten  vessels ;  and 
sent  away  Demetrius,  one  of  his  sons,  hostage  to  Rome ; 
improving  his  opportunity  to  the  best  advantage,  and  tak- 
ing  wise  precautions  for  the  future.   For  Hannibal  the 
African,  a  professed  enemy  to  the  Roman  name,  an  exile 
from  his  own  country,  and  not  long  since  arrived  at  king 
Aatiochus's  court,  was  already  stimulating  that  pi  ince,  tiot 
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to  be  wanting  to  the  good  fortune  that  had  been  hitherto  80 
propitious  to  his  affairs;  the  magnitude  of  his  successes 
having  gained  him  the  surname  of  the  Great,  He  had 
begun  to  level  his  aim  at  universal  monarchy,  but  above  all 
he  was  eager  to  measure  himself  with  the  Romans.  Had 
not,  therefore,  Titus,  upon  a  principle  of  prudence  and  fore- 
sight,  lent  an  ear  to  peace,  and  had  Antiochus  found  the 
Romans  still  at  war  in  Greece  with  Philip,  and  had  these 
two,  the  most  powerful  and  warlike  princes  of  that  age, 
confederated  for  their  common  interests  against  the  Roman 
state,  Rome  might  once  more  have  run  no  less  a  risk,  and 
been  reduced  to  no  less  extremities  than  she  had  experi. 
enced  under  Hannibal.  But  now,  Titus  opportunely  intro 
ducing  this  peace  between  the  wars,  despatching  the  pres. 
ent  danger  before  the  new  one  had  arrived,  at  once  disap 
pointed  Antiochus  of  his  first  hopes,  and  Philip  of  his  last 
When  the  ten  commissioners,  delegated  to  Titus  from  the 
senate,  advised  him  to  restore  the  rest  of  Greece  to  their 
liberty,  but  that  Corinth,  Chalcis,  and  Demetrias  should  be 
kept  garrisoned  for  security  against  Antiochus ;  the  iEto> 
lians  on  this,  breaking  out  into  loud  accusations,  agitated 
all  the  cities,  calling  upon  Titus  to  strike  off  the  sliackles  of 
Greece  (so  Philip  used  to  term  those  three  cities),  and  asking 
the  Greeks  whether  it  were  not  matter  of  much  consolation 
to  them  that,  though  their  chains  weighed  heavier,  yet  tliey 
were  now  smoother  and  better  polished  than  formerly,  and 
wliether  Titus  were  not  deservedly  admired  by  them  as 
their  benefactor,  who  had  unshackled  the  feet  of  Greece,  and 
tied  her  up  by  the  neck ;  Titus,  vexed  and  angry  at  this, 
mada  it  liis  request  to  tlie  senate,  and  at  last  prevailed  in  it, 
that  tlie  garrisons  in  tliese  cities  should  be  dismissed,  that  so 
the  Greeks  niiglit  be  no  longer  debtors  to  him  for  a  partial, 
bnt  for  an  entire  favor.  It  was  now  tlie  time  of  the  celebra 
tionof  tlie  Isthmian  games  ;  and  the  seats  aroniul  tlie  race- 
course were  crowded  with  an  unusual  multitude  of  specta- 
tors ;  Greece,  after  long  wais,  having  regained  not  oulj 
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peatje,  but  hopes  of  liberty,  and  being  able  once  more  to 
keep  holiday  in  safety.  A  trumpet  sounded  to  command 
silence ;  and  the  crier,  stepping  forth  amidst  the  spectators, 
made  proclamation,  that  the  Roman  senate  and  Titus 
Quintius,  the  proconsular  general,  having  vanquished  king 
Philip  and  the  Macedonians,  restored  the  Corinthians, 
Locrians,  Phocians,  Euboeans,  Achseans  of  Phthiotis,  Mag- 
netians,  Thessalians,  and  Perrhaebians  to  their  own  lands, 
laws,  and  liberties ;  remitting  all  impositions  upon  them, 
and  withdrawing  all  garrisons  from  their  cities.  At  first, 
many  heard  not  at  all,  and  others  not  distinctly,  what  was 
said;  but  there  was  a  confused  and  uncertain  stir  among 
the  assembled  people,  some  wondering,  some  asking,  some 
calling  out  to  have  it  proclaimed  again.  When,  therefore, 
fresh  silence  was  made,  the  crier  raising  his  voice,  succeeded 
in  making  himself  generally  heard  ;  and  recited  the  decree 
again.  A  shout  of  joy  followed  it,  so  loud  that  it  was  heard 
as  far  as  the  sea.  The  whole  assembly  rose  and  stood  up ; 
there  was  no  further  thought  of  the  entertainment ;  all  were 
only  eager  to  leap  up  ar.d  salute  and  address  their  thanks 
to  the  deliverer  and  champion  of  Greece.  What  we  often 
hear  alleged,  in  proof  of  the  force  of  human  voices,  was 
actually  verified  upon  this  occasion.  Crows  that  were 
accidentally  flying  over  the  course  fell  down  dead  into  it. 
The  disruption  of  the  air  mast  be  the  cause  of  it ;  for  the 
voices  being  numerous,  and  the  acclamation  violent,  the  air 
breaks  with  it  and  can  no  longer  give  support  to  the  birds, 
but  lets  them  tumble,  like  one  that  should  attempt  to  walk 
upon  a  vacuum  ;  unless  we  should  rather  imagine  them  to 
fall  and  die,  shot  with  the  noise  as  a  dart.  It  is  possible, 
too,  that  there  may  be  a  circular  agitation  of  the  air,  which, 
like  marine  whirlpools,  may  have  a  violent  direction  of  this 
sort  given  to  it  from  the  excess  of  its  fluctuation. 

But  for  Titus  ;  the  sports  being  now  quite  at  an  end,  so 
beset  was  he  on  every  side,  and  by  such  multitudes,  that 
bad  he  not,  foreseeing  the  probable  throng  and  concourse 
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of  the  people,  timely  withdrawn,  he  would  scarce,  it  Is 
thought,  have  ever  got  clear  of  them.    When  they  had  tired 
themselves  with  acclamations  all  about  his  pavilion,  and 
night  was  now  come,  wherever  friends  or  fellow-citizens 
met,  they  joyfully  saluted  and  embraced  each  other,  and 
went  home  to  feast  and  carouse  together.    And  there,  no 
doubt,  redoubling  their  joy,  they  began  to  recollect  and  talk 
of  the  state  of  Greece,  what  wars  she  had  incurred  in  de- 
fence of  her  liberty,  and  yet  was  never  perhaps  mistress  of 
a  more  settled  or  grateful  one  than  this  which  other  men's 
labors  had  won  for  her ;  almost  without  one  drop  of  blood, 
or  one  citizen's  loss  to  be  mourned  for,  she  had  this  day 
had  put  into  her  hands  the  most  glorious  of  rewards,  and 
best  worth  the  contending  for.   Courage  and  wisdom  are, 
indeed,  rarities  amongst  men,  but  of  all  that  is  good,  a  just 
man  it  would  seem  is  the  most  scarce.    Such  as  Agesilaus, 
Lysander,  Nicias,  and  Alcibiades,  knew  how  to  play  the 
general's  part,  how  to  manage  a  war,  how  to  bring  off  their 
men  victorious  by  land  and  sea ;  but  how  to  employ  that 
success  to  generous  and  honest  purposes,  they  had  not 
known.    For  should  a  man  except  the  achievement  at 
Marathon,  the  sea-fight  at  Salarais,  the  engagements  at 
Platsea  and  Thermopylae,  Cimon's  exploits  at  Euryraedon, 
and  on  the  coasts  of  Cyprus,  Greece  fought  all  her  battles 
against,  and  to  enslave,  herself  ;  she  erected  all  her  trophies 
to  her  own  shame  and  misery,  and  was  brought  to  ruin 
and  desolation  almost  wholly  by  the  guilt  and  ambition  of 
her  great  men.   A  foreign  people,  appearing  just  to  retain 
some  embers,  as  it  were,  some  faint  remainders  of  a  common 
character  derived  to  them  from  their  ancient  sires,  a  nation 
from  whom  it  was  a  mere  wonder  that  Greece  should  reap 
any  benefit  by  word  or  thought,  these  are  they  who  have 
retrieved  Greece  from  her  severest  dangers  and  distresses, 
have  rescued  her  out  of  the  hands  of  insulting  lords  and 
tyrants,  and  reinstated  her  in  her  former  liberties. 
Thus  they  entertained  their  tongues  and  thoughts:  whilst 
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fitus  by  his  actions  made  good  what  had  been  proclaimed. 
For  he  immediately  despatched  away  Lentulus  to  Asia,  to 
get  the  Bargylians  free,  Titillius  to  Thrace,  to  see  the 
garrisons  of  Philip  removed  out  of  the  towns  and  islands 
there,  while  Publius  Villius  set  sail,  in  order  to  treat  with 
Antiochus  about  the  freedom  of  the  Greeks  under  him. 
Titus  himself  passed  on  to  Chalcis,  and  sailing  thence  to 
Magnesia,  dismantled  the  garrisons  there,  and  surrendered 
the  government  into  the  people's  hands.  Shortly  after,  he 
was  appointed  at  Argos  to  preside  in  the  Nemean  games, 
and  did  his  part  in  the  management  of  that  solemnity  sin- 
gularly well ;  and  made  a  second  publication  there  by  the 
crier,  of  liberty  to  the  Greeks  ;  and,  visiting  all  the  cities, 
he  exhorted  them  to  the  practice  of  obedience  to  law,  of 
constant  justice,  and  unity,  and  friendship  one  towards  an- 
other. He  suppressed  their  factions,  brought  home  theii' 
political  exiles ;  and,  in  short,  his  conquest  over  the  Mace- 
donians did  not  seem  to  give  him  a  more  lively  pleasure, 
than  to  find  himself  prevalent  in  reconciling  Greeks  with 
Greeks;  so  that  their  liberty  seemed  now  the  least  part  of 
the  kindness  he  conferred  upon  them. 

The  story  goes,  that  when  Lycurgus  the  orator  had  res- 
cued Xenocrates  the  philosopher  from  the  collectors  who 
were  hurrying  him  away  to  prison  for  non-payment  of  the 
alien  tax,  and  had  them  punished  for  the  licence  they  had 
been  guilty  of,  Xenocrates  afterwards  meeting  the  children 
of  Lycurgus,  "  My  sons,"  said  he,  "  I  am  nobly  repaying 
your  father  for  his  kindness  ;  he  has  the  praises  of  the  whole 
people  in  return  for  it."  But  the  returns  which  attended 
Titus  Quintius  and  the  Romans,  for  their  beneficence  to 
the  Greeks,  terminated  not  in  empty  praises  only ;  for  these 
proceedings  gained  them,  deservedly,  credit  and  confidence^ 
and  thereby  power,  among  all  nations,  for  many  not  only 
admitted  the  Roman  commanders,  but  even  sent  and  en. 
treated  to  be  under  their  protection ;  neither  was  this  done 
V  popular  governments  alone,  or  by  single  cities  j  but 
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kings  oppressed  by  kings  cast  themselves  into  these  pro 
tecting  liands.  Insomuch  that  in  a  very  short  time  (thougb 
perchance  not  without  divine  influence  in  it)  all  the  world 
did  homn-e  to  them.  Titus  himself  thought  more  highly 
of  his  liberation  of  Greece  than  of  any  other  of  his  actions, 
as  appears  by  the  inscription  with  which  he  dedicated 
some  silver  targets,  together  with  his  own  shield,  to  Apollc 
at  Delphi : — 

Ye  Spartan  Tyndarids,  twin  sons  of  Jove, 
Who  In  swift  horsemanship  have  placed  your  love, 
Titus,  of  great  ^neas's  race,  leaves  this 
In  honor  of  the  liberty  of  Greece. 

He  offered  also  to  Apollo  a  golden  crown,  with  this  inscrip 
tion : — 

This  golden  crovfn  upon  thy  locks  divine, 
O  blest  Latona's  son,  was  set  to  shine 
By  the  great  captain  of  the  ^ean  name. 
O  Phcebus,  grant  the  noble  Titus  fame  I 

The  same  event  has  twice  occurred  to  the  Greeks  in  the 
city  of  Corinth.  Titus,  then,  and  Nero  again  in  our  da3's, 
both  at  Corinth,  and  both  alike  at  the  celebration  of  the 
Isthmian  games,  permitted  the  Greeks  to  enjoy  their  own 
laws  and  liberty.  The  former  (as  has  been  said)  proclaimed 
it  by  the  crier ;  but  Nero  did  it  in  the  public  meeting-place 
from  the  tribunal,  in  a  speech  which  he  himself  made  to  the 
people.    This,  however,  was  long  aftei". 

Titus  now  engaged  in  a  most  gallant  and  just  war  upon 
Nabis,  that  most  profligate  and  lawless  tyrant  of  the  Lace- 
daemonians, but  in  tlie  end  disappointed  the  expectations 
of  the  Greeks.  For  when  he  had  an  opportunity  of  taking 
him,  he  purposely  let  it  slip,  and  struck  up  a  peace  with 
him,  leaving  Sparta  to  bewail  an  unworthy  slavery; 
whether  it  were  that  he  feared,  if  the  war  should  be  pro 
tracted,  Rome  would  send  a  new  general  who  might  rol 
nim  of  the  glory  of  it ;  or  that  emulation  and  envy  of  Phil 
opoemen  (who  had  signalized  himself  among  the  Greefa 
upon  all  other  occasions,  but  in  that  war  especially  lu< 
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tone  wonders  both  for  matter  of  courage  and  counsel,  and 
(irhom  the  Achseans  magnified  in  their  theatres,  and  put 
into  the  same  balance  of  glory  with  Titus),  touched  him  to 
the  quick  ;  and  that  he  scorned  that  an  ordinary  Arcadian, 
who  had  commanded  hi  a  few  rencounters  upon  the  con 
fines  of  his  native  district,  should  be  spoken  of  in  terms  of 
equality  with  a  Roman  consul,  waging  war  as  the  protector 
of  Greece  in  general.  But,  besides,  Titus  was  not  without 
an  apology  too  for  what  he  did,  namely,  that  he  put  an  end 
to  the  war  only  when  he  foresaw  that  the  tyrant's  destruc- 
tion must  have  been  attended  with  the  ruin  of  the  other 
Spartans. 

The  Achseans,  by  various  decrees,  did  much  to  show  Ti- 
tus honor :  none  of  these  returns,  however,  seemed  to  come 
up  to  the  height  of  the  actions  that  merited  tliem,  unless  it 
were  one  present  they  made  him,  which  affected  and  pleased 
him  beyond  all  the  rest;  which  was  this.  The  Romans, 
who  in  the  war  with  Hannibal  had  the  misfortune  to  be 
taken  captives,  were  sold  about  here  and  there,  and  dis- 
persed into  slavery ;  twelve  hundred  in  number  were  at 
that  time  in  Greece.  The  reverse  of  their  fortune  always 
rendered  them  objects  of  compassion;  but  more  particu- 
larly, as  well  might  be,  when  they  now  met,  some  with 
their  sons,  some  with  their  brothers,  others  with  their  ac- 
quamtance ;  slaves  with  their  free,  and  captives  with  their 
victorious  countrymen.  Titus,  though  deeply  concerned 
on  their  behalf,  yet  took  none  of  them  from  their  masters 
by  constraint.  But  the  Achseans,  redeeminp^  tliem  at  five 
pounds  a  man,  brought  them  altogether  into  one  place, 
and  made  a  present  of  them  to  him,  as  he  was  just  going 
on  shipboard,  so  that  he  now  sailed  away  with  the  fullest 
satisfaction;  his  generous  actions  having  procured  bim  as 
generous  returns,  worthy  a  brave  man  and  a  lover  of  his 
country.  This  seemed  the  most  glorious  part  of  all  his 
succeeding  triumph ;  for  these  redeemed  Romans  (as  it  is 
the  custom  for  slaves,  upon  their  manumission,  to  shavo 
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their  heads  and  wear  felt  hats)  followed  in  that  habit  in  th« 
procession.  To  add  to  the  glory  of  this  show,  there  were 
the  Grecian  helmets,  the  Macedonian  targets  and  long 
spears,  borne  with  the  rest  of  the  spoils  in  public  view,  be- 
sides vast  suras  of  money ;  Tuditanus  says,  3,713  pounds 
weight  of  massy  gold,  43,270  of  silver,  14,514  pieces  of 
coined  gold,  called  Philippics,  which  was  all  over  and  above 
the  thousand  talents  which  Philip  owed,  and  which  tlie 
Romans  were  afterwards  prevailed  upon,  chiefly  by  tlie 
mediation  of  Titus,  to  remit  to  Philip,  declaring  him  their 
ally  and  confederate,  and  sending  him  home  his  hostage 
son. 

Shortly  after,  Antiochus  entered  Greece  with  a  numerous 
fleet  and  a  powerful  army,  soliciting  the  cities  there  to  sedi 
tion  and  revolt ;  abetted  in  all  and  seconded  by  the  ^Eto- 
lians,  who  for  this  long  time  had  borne  a  grudge  and  secret 
enmity  to  the  Romans,  and  now  suggested  to  him,  by  the 
way  of  a  cause  and  pretext  of  war,  that  he  came  to  bring 
the  Greeks  liberty.  When,  indeed,  they  never  wanted  it 
less,  as  they  were  free  already,  but,  in  lack  of  really  honor- 
able grounds,  he  was  instructed  to  employ  these  lofty  pro- 
fessions. The  Romans,  in  the  interim,  in  the  great  appre- 
hension of  revolutions  and  revolt  in  Greece,  and  of  his  great 
reputation  for  military  strength,  despatched  the  consul 
Manius  Acilius  to  take  the  charge  of  the  war,  and  Titus, 
as  his  lieutenant,  out  of  regard  to  the  Greeks :  some  of 
whom  he  no  sooner  saw,  but  he  confirmed  them  in  the 
Roman  interests ;  others,  who  began  to  falter,  like  a  timely 
physician,  by  the  use  of  the  strong  remedy  of  their  own 
affection  for  himself,  he  was  able  to  arrest  in  the  first  stage 
of  the  disease,  before  they  had  committed  themselves  to 
any  great  error.  Some  few  there  were  whom  the  ^to 
lians  were  beforehand  with,  and  had  so  wholly  perverted 
that  he  could  do  no  good  with  them ;  yet  these,  howevei 
angry  and  exasperated  before,  he  saved  and  protected  whea 
the  engagement  was  over.   For  Antiochus,  receiving  a  de 
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feat  at  Thermopylae,  not  only  fled  the  3eld,  but  hoisted  sail 
instantly  for  Asia.  Manius,  the  consul,  himself  invaded 
and  besieged  a  part  of  the  ^tolians,  while  king  Philip  had 
permission  to  reduce  the  rest.  Thus  while,  for  instance, 
the  Dolopes  and  Magnetians  on  the  one  hand,  the 
Athamanes  and  Aperantians  on  the  other,  were  ransacked 
by  the  Macedonians,  and  while  Manius  laid  Heraclea  waste, 
and  besieged  Naupactus,  then  in  the  ^tolians'  hands,  Ti- 
tus, still  with  a  compassionate  care  for  Greece,  sailed  across 
from  Peloponnesus  to  the  consul :  and  began  first  of  all  to 
chide  him,  that  the  victory  should  be  owing  alone  to  his 
arms,  and  yet  he  should  suffer  Philip  to  bear  away  the 
prize  and  profit  of  the  war,  and  set  wreaking  his  anger 
upon  a  single  town,  whilst  the  Macedonians  overran  several 
nations  and  kingdoms.  But  as  he  happened  to  stand  then 
in  view  of  the  besieged,  they  no  sooner  spied  him  out,  but 
they  call  to  him  from  their  wall,  they  stretch  forth  their 
hands,  they  supplicate  and  entreat  him.  At  the  time,  he 
said  not  a  word  more,  but  turning  about  with  tears  in  his 
eyes,  went  his  way.  Some  little  while  after,  he  discussed 
the  matter  so  effectually  with  Manius,  that  he  won  him 
over  from  his  passion,  and  prevailed  with  him  to  give  a 
truce  and  time  to  the  ^tolians,  to  send  deputies  to  Rome 
to  petition  the  senate  for  terms  of  moderation. 

But  the  hardest  task,  and  that  which  put  Titus  to  the 
greatest  difiSculty,  was  to  entreat  with  Manius  for  the 
Chalcidians,  who  had  incensed  him  on  account  of  a  mar- 
riage which  Antiochus  had  made  in  their  city,  even  whilst 
the  war  was  on  foot ;  a  match  noways  suitable  in  point  of 
age,  he  an  elderly  man  being  enamored  with  a  mere  girl ; 
and  as  little  proper  for  the  time,  in  the  midst  of  a  war. 
She  was  the  daughter  of  one  Cleoptolemus,  and  is  said  to 
have  been  wonderfully  beautiful.  The  Chalcidians,  in  con- 
sequence,  embraced  the  king's  interests  with  zeal  and 
alacrity,  and  let  him  make  their  city  the  basis  of  his  opera- 
tions  during  the  war.  Thither,  therefore,  be  made  with 
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all  speed,  when  he  was  routed,  and  fled;  and  reaching 
Chalcis,  without  making  any  stay,  takuig  this  young  lady, 
and  his  money  and  friends  with  him,  away  he  sails  to  Asia 
And  now  INIanius's  indignation  carrying  him  in  all  haste 
against  tlie  Clialcidians,  Titus  hurried  after  him,  endefvvor 
ing  to  pacify  and  to  entreat  him  ;  and  at  length  succeeded 
both  with  him  and  the  cliief  men  among  the  Romans. 

The  Chalcidians,  thus  owing  their  lives  to  Titus,  dedi- 
cated to  him  all  the  best  and  most  magnificent  of  their  sacred 
buildings,  inscriptions  upon  which  may  be  seen  to  run  thus 
to  this  day  :  the  people  dedicate  this  gymxasiuji  to  mvf 
AND  to  HERCULES  ;  SO  again  :  the  people  consecrate  thi 
DELPHINIUM  TO  TITUS  AND  TO  HERCULES ;  and  what  is  yel 
more,  even  in  our  time,  a  priest  of  Titus  was  formerlj 
elected  and  declared ;  and  after  sacrifice  and  libation,  they 
sing  a  set  song,  much  of  which  for  the  length  of  it  we  omit, 
but  shall  transcribe  the  closing  verses ; 

The  Koman  Faith,  whose  aid  of  yore 
Our  vows  were  offered  to  Implore, 
We  worship  now  and  evermore. 
To  Kome,  to  Titus,  and  to  Jove, 
0  maidens,  in  the  dances  move. 
Dances  and  lo-Pseans  too 
Unto  the  Boman  Faith  are  duo, 
O  Saviour  Titus,  and  to  you. 

Other  parts  of  Greece  also  heaped  honors  upon  him  suit- 
able to  his  merits,  and  what  made  all  those  honors  true 
and  real,  was  the  surprising  good- will  and  affection  which 
his  moderation  and  equity  of  character  had  won  for  him. 
For  if  he  were  at  any  time  at  variance  with  anybody  in  mat- 
ters of  business,  or  out  of  emulation  and  rivalry  (as  with 
Philopoemen,  and  again  with  Diophanes,  when  in  office  as 
general  of  the  Achseans),  his  resentment  never  went  far, 
nor  did  it  ever  break  out  into  acts;  but  when  it  had  vented 
itself  in  some  citizen-like  freedom  of  speech,  there  was  aa 
end  of  it.  In  fine,  nobody  charged  malice  or  bitterness 
upon  his  nature,  though  many  imputed  hastiness  and  levity 
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to  it ;  in  general,  he  was  the  most  attractive  and  agreeable 
of  companions,  and  could  speak,  too,  both  with  grace  and 
forcibly.  For  instance,  to  divert  the  Acliseans  from  the 
conquest  of  the  isle  of  Zacynthus,  "  If,"  said  he,  "  they 
put  their  head  too  far  out  of  Peloponnesus,  they  may  hazard 
themselves  as  much  as  a  tortoise  out  of  its  shell."  Again, 
when  he  and  Philip  first  met  to  treat  of  a  cessation  and 
peace,  the  latter  complaining  that  Titus  came  with  a  mighty 
train,  while  he  himself  came  alone  and  unattended,  "  Yes," 
replied  Titus,  "  you  have  left  yourself  alone  by  killing  your 
friends."  At  another  time,  Dinocrates,  the  ^lessenian, 
having  drunk  too  much  at  a  merrymeeting  in  Rome,  danced 
there  in  woman's  clothes,  and  the  next  day  addressed  him- 
self to  Titus  for  assistance  in  his  design  to  get  ]Messene  out 
of  the  hands  of  the  Achgeans.  "  This,"  replied  Titus,  "  wiF 
be  matter  for  consideration;  my  only  surprise  is  that  a 
man  with  such  purposes  on  his  hands  should  be  able  to 
dance  and  sing  at  drinking  parties."  "When,  again,  the 
ambassadors  of  Antiochus  were  recounting  to  those  of 
Achaea  the  various  multitudes  composing  their,  royal  mas- 
ter's  forces,  and  ran  over  a  long  catalogue  of  hard  names, 
"I  supped  once,"  said  Titus,  "with  a  friend,  and  could  not 
forbear  expostulating  with  him  at  tiie  number  of  dishes  he 
had  provided,  and  said  I  wondered  wliere  he  had  furnished 
himself  with  such  a  variety  ;  '  Sir,'  replied  he,  '  to  confess 
the  truth,  it  is  all  hog's  flesh  differently  cooked.'  And  so, 
men  of  Achjea,  when  you  are  told  of  Antiochus's  lancers,  and 
pikemen,  and  foot-guards,  T  advise  you  not  to  be  surprised; 
since  in  fact  they  are  all  Syrians,  differently  armed." 

After  his  achievements  in  Greece,  and  when  the  war  with 
Antiochus  was  at  an  end,  Titus  was  created  censor;  the 
most  eminent  oflBce,  and,  in  a  manner,  the  highest  prefer- 
ment, in  the  commonwealth.  The  son  of  Marcellus,  who 
had  been  five  times  consul,  was  his  colleague.  These,  by 
virtue  of  their  oflBce,  cashiered  four  senators  of  no  great 
distinction,  and  admitted  to  the  roll  of  citizens  all  free 
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born  residents.   But  this  was  more  by  constraint  than 
their  own  choice;  for  Terentius  Culeo,  then  tribune  of  the 
people,  to  spite  tlie  nobility,  spurred  on  the  populace  to 
order  it  to  be  done.    At  this  time,  the  two  greatest  and 
most  eminent  persons  in  the  city,  Africanus  Scipio  and 
Marcus  Cato,  were  at  variance.   Titus  named  Scipio  first 
member  of  the  senate ;  and  involved  himself  in  a  quarrel 
with  Cato,  on  the  following  unhappy  occasion.   Titus  had 
a  brother,  Lucius  Flamininus,  very  unlike  him  in  all  pomts 
of  character,  and,  in  particular,  low  and  dissolute  in  his 
pleasures,  and  flagrantly  regardless  of  all  decency.  He 
kept  as  a  companion  a  boy  whom  he  used  to  carry  about 
with  him,  not  only  when  he  had  troops  under  his  charge, 
but  even  when  the  care  of  a  province  was  committed  to 
him.    One  day  at  a  drinking-bout,  when  the  youngster  was 
■wantoning  with  Lucius,  "  I  love  you,  sir,  so  dearly,"  said 
he,  "  that  preferring  your  satisfaction  to  my  own,  I  came 
away  without  seeing  the  gladiators,  though  I  have  never 
seen  a  man  killed  in  my  life."   Lucius,  delighted  with  what 
the  boy  said,  answered,  "  Let  not  that  trouble  you ;  I  can 
satisfy  that  longing,"  and  with  that,  orders  a  condemned 
man  to  be  fetched  out  of  the  prison,  and  the  executioner  to 
be  sent  for,  and  commands  him  to  strike  off  the  man's  head, 
before  they  rose  from  table.   Valerius  Antias  only  so  far 
varies  the  story  as  to  make  it  a  woman  for  whom  he  did  it. 
But  Livy  says  that  in  Cato's  own  speech  the  statement  is, 
that  a  Gaulish  deserter  coming  with  his  wife  and  children 
to  the  door,  Lucius  took  him  into  the  banqueting-room,  and 
killed  him  with  his  own  hand,  to  gratify  his  paramour. 
Cato,  it  is  probable,  might  say  this  by  way  of  aggravation 
of  the  crime  ;  but  that  tlie  slain  was  no  such  fugitive,  but 
a  prisoner,  and  one  condemned  to  die,  not  to  mention  other 
authorities,  Cicero  tells  us  in  his  treatise  On  Old  Age, 
where  he  brings  in  Cato,  himself,  giving  that  account  of 
the  matter. 

However,  this  is  certain;  Cuto,  during  his  censorship 
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made  a  severe  scrutiny  into  the  senators'  lives  in  order  to 
the  purging  and  reforming  the  house,  and  expelled  Lucius, 
though  he  had  been  once  consul  before,  and  though  the 
punishment  seemed  to  reflect  dishonor  on  his  brother  also. 
Both  of  them  presented  themselves  to  the  assembly  of  the 
people  in  a  suppliant  manner,  not  without  tears  in  their 
eyes,  requesting  that  Cato  might  show  the  reason  and  cause 
of  his  fixing  such  a  stain  upon  so  honorable  a  family.  The 
citizens  thought  it  a  modest  and  moderate  request.  Cato, 
however,  without  any  retraction  or  reserve,  at  once  came 
forward,  and  standing  up  with  his  colleague  interrogated 
Titus,  as  to  whether  he  knew  the  story  of  the  supper.  Titus 
answered  in  the  negative,  Cato  related  it,  and  challenged 
Lucius  to  a  formal  denial  of  it.  Lucius  made  no  reply, 
whereupon  the  people  adjudged  the  disgrace  just  and  suit- 
able, and  waited  upon  Cato  home  from  the  tribunal  in 
great  state.  But  Titus  still  so  deeply  resented  his  brother's 
degradation,  that  he  allied  himself  with  those  who  had 
long  borne  a  grudge  against  Cato ;  and  winning  over  a 
major  part  of  the  senate,  he  revoked  and  made  void  all  the 
contracts,  leases,  and  bargains  made  by  Cato,  relating  to 
public  revenues,  and  also  got  numerous  actions  and  accusa- 
tions brought  against  him ;  carrying  on  against  a  lawful 
magistrate  and  excellent  citizens,  for  the  sake  of  one  who 
was  indeed  his  relation,  but  was  unworthy  to  be  so,  and 
had  but  gotten  his  deserts,  a  course  of  bitter  and  violent 
attacks,  which  it  would  be  hard  to  say  were  either  right  or 
patriotic.  Afterwards,  however,  at  a  public  spectacle  in 
the  theatre,  at  which  the  senators  appeared  as  usual,  sit- 
ting, as  became  their  rank,  In  the  first  seats,  when  Lucius 
was  spied  at  the  lower  end,  seated  in  a  mean,  dishonorable 
place,  it  made  a  great  impression  upon  the  people,  nor  could 
they  endure  the  sight,  but  kept  calling  out  to  him  to  move, 
until  he  did  move,  and  went  in  among  those  of  consular 
dignity,  who  received  him  into  their  seats. 
This  natural  ambition  of  Titus  was  well  enough  looked 


828 


PLUTARCH'S  LIVES. 


upon  by  the  world,  whilst  the  wars  we  have  given  a  rela 
tion  of  afforded  competent  fuel  to  feed  it ;  as,  for  instance^ 
when  after  the  expiration  of  his  consulship,  he  had  a  com- 
mand as  military  tribune,  which  nobody  pressed  upon  him. 
But  being  now  out  of  all  employ  in  the  government,  and 
advanced  in  years,  be  showed  his  defects  more  plainly; 
allowing  himself,  in  this  inactive  remainder  of  life,  to  be 
carried  away  with  the  passion  for  reputation,  as  uncon. 
trollably  as  any  youth.  Some  such  transport,  it  is  thought, 
betrayed  him  into  a  proceeding  against  Hannibal,  which 
lost  him  the  regard  of  many.  For  Hannibal,  having  fled 
his  country,  first  took  sanctuary  with  Antiochus ;  but  he, 
having  been  glad  to  obtain  a  peace,  after  the  battle  in 
Phrygia,  Hannibal  was  put  to  shift  for  himself,  by  a  second 
flight,  and,  after  wandering  through  many  countries,  fixed 
at  length  in  Bithynia,  proffering  his  service  to  king  Pru- 
sias.  Every  one  at  Rome  knew  wliere  he  was,  but  looked 
upon  him,  now  in  his  weakness  and  old  age,  with  no  sort 
of  apprehension,  as  one  whom  fortune  had  quite  cast  off. 
Titus,  however,  coming  thither  as  ambassador,  though  he 
was  sent  from  the  senate  to  Prusias  upon  another  errand, 
yet  seeing  Hannibal  resident  there,  it  stirred  up  resent- 
ment in  him  to  find  that  he  was  yet  alive.  .Vnd  though 
Prusias  used  much  intercession  and  entreaties  in  favor  of 
him,  as  his  suppliant  and  familiar  friend,  Titus  was  not  to 
be  entreated.  There  was  an  ancient  oracle,  it  seems,  which 
prophesied  thus  of  Hannibal's  end : — 

Libyssaa  earth  shall  Hannibal  inclose. 

He  interpreted  this  to  be  meant  of  the  African  Libya,  and 
that  he  should  be  buried  in  Carthage ;  as  if  he  might  yet 
expect  to  return  and  end  his  life  there.  But  there  is  a 
sandy  place  in  Bithynia,  bordering  on  the  sea,  and  near  it  a 
little  village  called  Libyssa.  It  was  Hannibal's  chance  to 
I'e  staying  here,  and,  having  ever  from  the  beginning  had 
ja  distrust  of  the  easiness  and  cowardice  of  Prusias,  and  8 
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fear  of  the  Romans,  he  had,  long  before,  ordered  seven 
underground  passages  to  be  dug  from  his  house,  leaduig 
from  his  lodging  and  running  a  considerable  distance  in 
■various  opposite  directions,  all  undiscernible  from  without. 
As  soon,  therefore,  as  he  heard  what  Titus  had  ordered,  he 
attempted  to  make  his  escape  through  these  mines ;  but 
finding  them  beset  with,  the  king's  guards,  he  resolved 
upon  making  away  with  himself.  Some  say  that  wrapping 
his  upper  garment  about  his  neck,  he  commanded  his  serv- 
ant to  set  his  knee  against  his  back,  and  not  to  cease 
twisting  and  pulling  it,  till  he  had  completely  strangled 
him.  Others  say,  he  drank  bull's  blood,  after  the  example 
of  Themistocles  and  Midas.  Livy  writes  that  he  had  poison 
in  readiness,  which  he  mixed  for  the  purpose,  and  that, 
taking  the  cup  in  his  hand,  "Let  us  ease,"  said  he,  "the 
Romans  of  their  continual  dread  and  care,  who  think  it 
long  and  tedious  to  await  the  death  of  a  hated  old  man. 
Yet  Titus  will  not  bear  away  a  glorious  victory,  nor  one 
worthy  of  those  ancestors  who  sent  to  caution  Pyrrhus,  an 
enemy,  and  a  conqueror  too,  against  the  poison  prepared 
for  him  by  traitors." 

Thus  various  are  the  reports  of  Hannibal's  death ;  but 
when  the  news  of  it  came  to  the  senators'  ears,  some 
felt  indignation  against  Titus  for  it,  blaming  as  well  his 
officiousness  as  his  cruelty  ;  who  wlien  there  was  nothing  to 
urge  it,  out  of  mere  appetite  for  distinction  to  have  it  said 
that  he  had  caused  Hannibal's  death,  sent  him  to  his  grave 
when  he  was  now  like  a  bird  that  in  its  old  age  has  lost  its 
feathers,  and  incapable  of  flying  is  let  alone  to  live  tamely 
without  molestation. 

They  began  also  now  to  regard  with  increased  admira- 
tion the  clemency  and  magnanimity  of  Scipio  Africanus, 
and  called  to  mind  how  he,  when  he  had  vanquished  in 
Africa  the  till  then  invincible  and  terrible  Hannibal,  neither 
banished  him  his  country,  nor  exacted  of  his  countrymen 
that  they  should  give  him  up.    At  a  parley  just  before 
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they  joined  battle,  Scipio  gave  liim  bis  band,  and  in  the 
peace  made  after  it,  he  put  no  hard  article  upon  him,  noi 
insulted  over  his  fallen  fortune.  It  is  told,  too,  that  they 
had  another  meeting  afterwards,  at  Ephesus,  and  that  when 
Hannibal,  as  they  were  walking  together,  took  the  upper 
hand,  Africanus  let  it  pass,  and  walked  on  without  the 
least  notice  of  it;  and  that  then  tliey  began  to  talk  of 
generals,  and  Hannibal  affirmed  that  Alexander  was  the 
greatest  commander  the  world  had  seen,  next  to  him 
Pyrrhus,  and  the  third  was  himself;  Africanus,  with  a 
smile,  asked,  "  What  would  you  have  said,  if  I  had  not 
defeated  you ? "  "I  would  not  then,  Scipio,"  he  replied, 
"  have  made  myself  the  third,  but  the  first  commander." 
Such  conduct  was  much  admired  in  Scipio,  and  that  of 
Titus,  who  had  as  it  were  insulted  the  dead  whom  another 
had  slain,  was  no  less  generally  found  fault  with.  Not  but 
that  there  were  some  who  applauded  the  action,  looking 
upon  a  living  Hannibal  as  a  fire,  which  only  wanted  blow- 
ing to  become  a  flame.  For  when  he  was  in  the  prime  and 
flower  of  his  age,  it  was  not  his  body  nor  his  hand  that 
had  been  so  formidable,  but  his  consummate  skill  and  ex- 
perience, together  with  his  innate  malice  and  rancor  against 
the  Roman  name,  things  which  do  not  impair  with  age. 
For  the  temper  and  bent  of  the  soul  remains  constant, 
while  fortune  continually  varies  ;  and  some  new  hope  might 
easily  rouse  to  a  fresh  attempt  those  whose  hatred  made 
them  enemies  to  the  last.  And  what  really  happened  after, 
wards  does  to  a  certain  extent  tend  yet  further  to  the  ex- 
culpation of  Titus.  Aristonicus,  of  the  family  of  a  common 
musician,  upon  the  reputation  of  being  the  son  of  Eumenes, 
filled  all  Asia  with  tumults  and  rebellion.  Then  again, 
Mithridates,  after  his  defeats  by  Sylla  and  Fimbria,  and 
vast  slaughter  as  well  among  his  prime  ofiBcers  as  common 
soldiers,  made  head  again,  and  proved  a  most  dangerous 
enemy,  against  Lucullus,  both  by  sea  and  land.  Hannibal 
was  never  i  educed  to  so  contemptible  a  state  as  CaiUS 
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Marius  ;  he  had  the  friendship  of  a  king,  and  the  free  ex- 
ercise of  his  faculties,  employment  and  charge  in  the  navy, 
and  over  the  horse  and  foot,  of  Prusias  ;  whereas  those  who 
but  now  were  laughing  to  hear  of  Marius  wandering  about 
Africa,  destitute  and  begging,  hi  no  long  time  after  were 
seen  entreating  his  mercy  in  Home,  with  his  rods  at  their 
backs,  and  hit  axes  at  their  necks.  So  true  it  is,  that  look- 
ing to  the  potisible  future,  we  can  call  nothing  that  we  see 
either  gr<tii.c  or  small ;  as  notliing  puts  an  end  to  the  mu- 
tability and  vicissitude  of  things,  but  what  puts  an  end  to 
their  ^  try  being.  Some  authors  accordingly  tell  us,  that 
Titus  did  not  do  this  of  his  own  head,  but  that  he  was  joined 
in  counmission  with  Lucius  Scipio,  and  that  the  whole  object 
of  the  embassy  was  to  effect  Hannibal's  death.  And  now, 
as  we  find  no  further  mention  in  history  of  anything  done 
by  Titus,  either  in  war  or  in  the  administration  of  the  govern- 
ment, but  simply  that  he  died  in  peace,  it  is  time  to  look 
upon  him  as  he  stands  in  comparison  with  Philopoemen. 


COMPARISON  OF  PHILOPCEMEN 
WITH  FLAMININUS. 

FiEST  then,  as  for  the  greatness  of  the  benefits  which 
Titus  conferred  on  Greece,  neither  Philopoemen,  nor  many 
braver  men  than  he,  can  make  good  the  pai-allel.  They 
were  Greeks  fighting  against  Greeks,  but  Titus,  a  stranger 
to  Greece,  fought  for  her.  And  at  the  very  time  when 
Philopoemen  went  over  into  Crete,  destitute  of  means  to 
succor  his  besieged  countrymen,  Titus,  by  a  defeat  given  to 
Philip  in  the  heart  of  Greece,  set  them  and  their  cities  free. 
Again,  if  we  examine  the  battles  they  fought,  Philopoe- 
men, whilst  he  was  the  Achaeans'  general,  slew  more  Greeks 
than  Titus,  in  aiding  the  Greeks,  slew  Macedonians.  As 
to  their  failings,  ambition  was  Titus's  weak  side,  and  ob' 
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stinacy  Philopoeiiien's  ;  in  the  former,  anger  was  easll] 
kindled  ;  in  the  latter,  it  was  as  hardly  quenched.  Titui 
reserved  to  Philip  the  royal  dignity  ;  he  pardoned  th( 
^tolians,  and  stood  their  friend  ;  but  Philopoemen,  ex 
asperated  against  his  country,  deprived  it  of  its  supremaci 
over  the  adjacent  villages.  Titus  was  ever  constant  t< 
those  he  had  once  befriended ;  the  other,  upon  any  offence 
as  prone  to  cancel  kindnesses.  lie  who  had  once  been  a  bene 
factor  to  the  Lacedaemonians,  afterwards  laid  their  walli 
level  with  the  ground,  wasted  their  country,  and  in  theeiK 
changed  and  destroyed  the  whole  frame  of  their  govern, 
ment.  He  seems,  in  truth,  to  have  prodigalled  away  h'u 
own  life,  through  passion  and  perverseness ;  for  he  fell  upoi 
the  Messenians,  not  with  that  conduct  and  caution  thai 
characterized  the  movements  of  Titus,  but  with  unnecessarj 
and  unreasonable  haste. 

The  many  battles  he  fought,  and  the  many  trophies  h( 
won,  may  make  us  ascribe  to  Philopoemen  the  more  thorougl 
knowledge  of  war.  Titus  decided  the  matter  betwixl 
Philip  and  himself  in  two  engagements ;  but  Philopoemen 
came  off  victorious  in  ten  thousand  encounters,  to  all  which 
fortune  had  scarcely  any  pretence,  so  much  were  thej 
owing  to  his  skill.  Besides,  Titus  got  his  renown,  assisted 
by  the  power  of  a  flourishing  Rome  ;  the  other  flourished 
under  a  declined  Greece,  so  that  his  successes  may  be 
accounted  his  own ;  in  Titus's  glory  Rome  claims  a  share. 
The  one  had  brave  men  under  him,  the  other  made  bia 
brave,  by  being  over  them.  And  though  Philopoemen  was 
unfortunate  certainly,  in  always  being  opposed  to  bis 
countrymen,  yet  this  misfortune  is  at  the  same  time  a  proof 
of  his  merit.  Where  the  circumstances  are  the  same, 
superior  success  can  only  be  ascribed  to  superior  merit. 
And  he  had,  indeed,  to  do  with  the  two  most  warlike 
nations  of  all  Greece,  the  Cretans  on  the  one  hand,  and  the 
Lacedaemonians  on  the  other,  and  he  mastered  the  craftiest 
of  them  by  art  and  the  bravest  of  them  by  valor.  It  may 
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also  be  said  that  Titus,  having  his  men  armed  and  dis- 
ciplined to  his  hand,  had  in  a  manner  his  victories  made  for 
him ;  whereas  Philopoemen  was  forced  to  introduce  a  dis- 
cipline and  tactics  of  his  own,  and  to  new-mould  and  model 
his  soldiers ;  so  that  what  is  of  greatest  import  towards 
insuring  a  victory  was  in  his  case  his  own  creation,  while 
the  other  had  it  ready  provided  for  his  benefit.  Philopoemen 
effected  many  gallant  things  with  his  own  hand,  but 
Titus  none;  so  much  so  that  one  Archedemus,  an  ^Etolian, 
made  it  a  jest  against  him  that  while  he,  the  ^tolian,  was 
running  with  his  drawn  sword,  where  he  saw  the  Mace- 
donians drawn  up  closest  and  fighting  hardest,  Titus 
was  standing  still,  and  with  hands  stretched  out  to 
heaven,  praying  to  the  gods  for  aid. 

It  is  true,  Titus  acquitted  himself  admirably,  both  as  a 
governor  and  as  an  ambassador ;  but  Philopcemen  was  no 
less  serviceable  and  useful  to  the  Aclijeans  in  the  capacity 
of  a  private  man,  than  in  that  of  a  commander.  He  was  a 
private  citizen  when  he  restored  the  Messenians  to  their 
liberty,  and  delivered  their  city  from  Xabis  ;  he  was  also  a 
private  citizen  when  he  rescued  the  Lacedaemonians,  and 
shut  the  gates  of  Sparta  against  the  general  Diophanes, 
and  Titus.  He  had  a  nature  so  truly  formed  for  command 
that  he  could  govern  even  the  laws  themselves  for  the 
public  good ;  he  did  not  need  to  wait  for  the  formality  of 
being  elected  into  command  by  the  governed,  but  employed 
their  service,  if  occasion  required,  at  his  own  discretion  ; 
judging  that  he  who  understood  their  real  interests  was 
more  truly  their  supreme  magistrate,  than  he  whom  they 
hiid  elected  to  the  ofBce.  The  equity,  clemency,  and  hu- 
manity of  Titus  towards  the  Greeks  display  a  great  and 
generous  nature ;  but  the  actions  of  Philopoemen,  full  of 
courage,  and  forward  to  assert  his  country's  liberty  against 
the  Romans,  have  something  yet  greater  and  nobler  in 
them.  For  it  is  not  as  hard  a  task  to  gratify  the  indigent 
and  distressed,  as  to  bear  up  against,  and  to  dare  to  incur 
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the  anger  of  the  powerful.  To  conclude,  since  it  does  not 
appear  to  be  easy,  by  any  review  or  discussion,  to  establish 
the  true  difference  of  their  merits  and  decide  to  which  a 
preference  is  due,  will  it  be  an  unfair  award  in  the  case,  if 
we  let  the  Greek  bear  away  the  crown  for  military  con- 
duct and  warlike  skill,  and  the  Roman  for  justice  and 
clemency  ? 


PYRRHUS, 

Of  the  Thesprotians  and  Molossians  after  the  great  inun- 
dation, the  first  king,  according  to  some  historians,  was 
Phsethon,  one  of  those  who  came  into  Epirus  with  Pelasgus. 
Others  tell  us  that  Deucalion  and  Pyrrha,  having  set  up  the 
worship  of  Jupiter  at  Dodona,  settled  there  among  the 
Molossians.    In  after  time,  Neoptolemus,  Achilles's  son, 
planting  a  colony,  possessed  these  parts  himself,  and  left  a 
succession  of  kings,  who,  after  him,  were  named  Pyrrhidae, 
as  he  in  his  youth  was  called  Pyrrhus,  and  of  his  legiti- 
mate children,  one  Vi^as  born  of  Lanassa,  daughter  of  Cleo- 
dseus,  Hyllus's  son,  had  also  that  name.   From  him  Achilles 
came  to  have  divine  honors  in  Epirus,  under  the  name  of 
Aspetus,  in  the  language  of  the  country.   After  these  first 
kings,  those  of  the  following  intervening  times  becoming 
barbarous,  and  insignificant  both  in  their  power  and  their 
lives,  Tharrhypas  is  said  to  have  been  the  first  who,  by  in- 
troducing Greek  manners  and  learning,  and  humane  laws 
into  his  cities,  left  any  fame  of  himself.    Alcetas  was  the 
son  of  Tharrhypas,  Arybas  of  Alcetas,  and  of  Arybas  and 
Troas  his  queen,  ^acides  ;  he  married  Phthia,  the  daughter 
of  Menon,  the  Thessalian,  a  man  of  note  at  the  time  of  the 
Lamiac  war,  and  of  higliest  command  in  the  confederate 
army   next  to  Leosthenes.     To  iEacides  were  born  of 
Plithia,  Deidamia  and  Troas,  daughters,  and  Pyrrhus,  a 
eon. 
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The  Molossians,  afterwards  falling  into  factions  and  ex. 
palling  iEacides,  brought  in  the  sons  of  Neoptolemus,  and 
such  friends  of  iEacides  as  they  could  take  were  all  cutoff; 
Pyrrhus,  yet  an  infant,  and  searched  for  by  the  enemy,  had 
been  stolen  away  and  carried  off  by  Androclides  and  Ange- 
las ;  who,  however,  being  obliged  to  take  with  them  a  few 
servants,  and  women  to  nurse  the  child,  were  much  impeded 
and  retarded  in  their  flight,  and  when  they  were  now  over- 
taken, they  delivered  the  infant  to  Androcleon,  Hippias, 
and  Neander,  faithful  and  able  young  fellows,  giving  them 
in  charge  to  make  for  Megara,  a  town  of  ]Macedon,  with  all 
their  might,  while  they  themselves,  partly  by  entreaty,  and 
partly  by  force,  stopped  the  course  of  the  pursuers  till  late 
in  the  evening.  At  last,  having  hardly  forced  them  back, 
they  joined  those  who  had  the  care  of  Pyrrhus  ;  but  the 
sun  being  already  set,  at  the  point  of  attaining  their  object 
they  suddenly  found  themselves  cut  off  from  it.  For  on 
reaching  the  river  that  runs  by  the  city  they  found  it  look- 
ing formidable  and  rough,  and  endeavoring  to  pass  over, 
they  discovered  it  was  not  fordable ;  late  rains  having 
heightened  the  water,  and  made  the  current  violent.  The 
darkness  of  the  night  added  to  the  horror  of  all,  so  that 
they  durst  not  venture  of  themselves  to  carry  over  the 
child  and  the  women  that  attended  it ;  but,  perceiving  some 
of  the  country  people  on  the  other  side,  they  desired  them 
to  assist  their  passage,  and  showed  them  Pyrrhus,  calling 
out  aloud,  and  importuning  them.  They,  however,  could 
not  hear  for  the  noise  and  roaring  of  the  water.  Thus 
time  was  spent  while  those  called  out,  and  the  others  did 
not  understand  Avhat  was  said,  till  one  recollecting  himself, 
stripped  off  a  piece  of  bark  from  an  oak,  and  wrote  on  it 
with  the  tongue  of  a  buckle,  stating  the  necessities  and  the 
fortunes  of  the  child,  and  then  rolling  it  about  a  stone,  which 
.was  made  use  of  to  give  force  to  the  motion,  threw  it  over 
to  the  other  side,  or,  as  some  say,  fastened  it  to  the  end  of 
a  javslin,  and  darted  it  over.    When  the  men  on  the  other 
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slioro  read  what  was  on  the  bark,  ami  saw  how  time  pressedj 
without  dehiy  they  cut  down  some  trees,  and  hishing  them 
together,  came  over  to  them.  And  it  so  fell  out,  that  he 
who  first  got  ashore,  and  took  Pyrrhus  iw  his  arms,  was 
named  Achilles,  the  rest  being  helped  over  by  others  as 
they  came  to  hand. 

Thus  being  safe,  and  out  of  the  reach  of  pursuit,  they 
addressed  themselves  to  Glaueias,  then  kfng  of  the 
Illyrians,  and  finding  hhn  sitting  at  borne  with  his  wife, 
they  laid  down  the  child  before  them.  The  king  began  to 
weigh  the  matter,  fearing  Cassander,  who  was  a  mortal 
enemy  of  ^acides,  and,  being  in  deep  consideration,  said 
nothing  for  a  long  time ;  while  Pyrrhus,  crawling  about  on 
the  ground,  gradually  got  hear  and  laid  hold  with  his  hand 
upon  the  king's  robe,  and  so  helping  himself  upon  his  feet 
against  the  knees  of  Glaueias  first  moved  laughter,  and 
then  pity,  as  a  little,  humble,  crying  petitioner.  P\ome  say 
he  did  not  throw  himself  before  Glaueias,  but  catching  hold 
of  an  altar  of  the  gods,  and  spreading  his  hands  about  it, 
raised  himself  up  by  that ;  and  that  Glaueias  took  the  act 
as  an  omen.  At  present,  therefore,  he  gave  Pyrrhus  into 
the  charge  of  his  wife,  commanding  he  should  be  brought 
up  with  his  own  children ;  and  a  little  after,  the  enemies 
sending  to  demand  him,  and  Cassander  himself  offering 
two  hundred  talents,  he  would  not  deliver  him  up ;  but 
when  he  was  twelve  years  old,  bringing  him  with  an  army 
into  Epirus,  made  him  king.  Pyrrhus  in  the  air  of  hi?  face 
had  something  more  of  the  terrors  than  of  the  augustness 
of  kingly  power ;  he  had  not  a  regular  set  of  upper  teeth, 
but  in  the  place  of  them  one  continued  bone,  with  small 
lines  marked  on  it,  resembling  the  divisions  of  a  row  of 
teeth.  It  was  a  general  belief  he  could  cure  the  spleen,  by 
sacrificing  a  white  cock  and  gently  pressing  with  his  right 
foot  on  the  spleen  of  the  persons  as  they  lay  down  on  their 
backs,  nor  was  any  one  so  poor  or  inconsiderable  as  not  to 
be  welcome,  if  he  desired  it,  to  the  benefit  of  his  touch. 
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He  accepted  the  cock  for  the  sacrifice  as  a  reward,  and  was 
always  mucli  pleased  \vith  the  present.  The  large  toe  of 
that  foot  was  said  to  have  a  divine  virtue ;  for  after  his 
death,  the  rest  of  the  body  being  consumed,  this  was  found 
unhurt  and  untouched  by  the  fire.  But  of  these  things 
hereafter. 

Being  now  about  seventeen  years  old,  and  the  govern- 
ment in  appearance  well  settled,  he  took  a  journey  out  of 
the  kingdom  to  attend  the  marriage  of  one  of  Glaucias's 
sons,  with  whom  he  was  brought  up ;  upon  which  oppor- 
tunity the  Molossians  again  rebelling,  turned  out  all  of  his 
party,  plundered  his  property,  and  gave  themselves  up  to 
Neoptolemus.  Pyrrhus  having  thus  lost  the  kingdom,  and 
being  in  want  of  all  things,  applied  to  Demetrius,  the  son 
of  Antigonus,  the  husband  of  his  sister  Deidamia,  who, 
while  she  was  but  a  child,  had  been  in  name  the  wife  of 
Alexander,  son  of  Roxana,  but  their  affairs  afterwards  prov- 
ing unfortunate,  when  she  came  to  age,  Demetrius  married 
her.  At  the  great  battle  of  Ipsus,  where  so  many  kings 
were  engaged,  Pyrrhus,  taking  part  with  Demetrius,  though 
yet  but  a  youth,  routed  those  that  encountered  him,  and 
highly  signalized  himself  among  all  tlie  soldiery  ;  and  after- 
Wards,  when  Deraetrius's  fortunes  wqvo  low,  he  did  not  for- 
sake him  then,  but  secured  for  him  the  cities  of  Greece  with 
which  he  was  intrusted ;  and  upon  articles  of  agreement 
being  made  between  Demetrius  and  Ptolemy,  he  went 
over  as  an  hostage  for  him  into  Egypt,  v.  here  both  in  hunt- 
ing and  other  exercises,  he  gave  Ptolemy  an  ample  proof 
of  his  courage  and  strength.  Here  observing  Berenice  in 
greatest  power,  and  of  all  Ptolemy's  wives  highest  in 
esteem  for  virtue  and  understanding,  he  made  his  court 
principally  to  her.  lie  had  a  particular  art  of  gaining  over 
the  great  to  his  own  interest,  as  on  the  other  hand  he 
readily  overlooked  such  as  were  below  him ;  and  being  also 
well-behaved  and  temperate  in  his  life,  among  all  the 
young  princes  then  at  court,  he  was  thought  most  fit  to 
22 
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have  Antigone  for  his  wife,  one  of  the  daughters  of  Rcrenlce 
by  PhiUp,  before  she  married  Ptolemy. 

After  this  match,  advancing  in  honor,  and  Antigone 
being  a  very  good  wife  to  him,  having  procured  a  sum  of 
money,  and  raised  an  array,  he  so  ordered  matters  as  to  be 
sent  into  his  kingdom  of  Epirus,  and  arrived  tliere  to  tlie 
great  satisfaction  of  many,  from  their  liate  to  Neoptolenius, 
who  was  governing  in  a  violent  and  arbitrary  way.  But 
fearing  lest  Neoptolemus  should  enter  into  alliance  with 
some  neighboring  princes,  he  came  to  terms  and  friendship 
with  him,  agreeing  that  they  should  share  the  government 
between  them.  There  were  people,  however,  who,  as  time 
went  on,  secretly  exasperated  them,  and  fomented  jealousies 
between  them.  The  cause  chiefly  moving  Pyrrhus  is  s<aid 
to  have  had  this  beginning.  It  was  customary  for  the 
kings  to  offer  sacrifice  to  Mars,  at  Passaro,  a  place  in  the 
Molossian  country,  and  that  done  to  enter  into  a  solemn 
covenant  with  tlie  Epirots ;  they  to  govern  according  to  law, 
these  to  preserve  the  government  as  by  law  established. 
This  wa&  performed  in  the  presence  of  both  kings,  who 
were  there  with  their  immediate  friends,  giving  and  receiv- 
ing many  presents ;  here  Gelo,  one  of  the  friends  of  Xeop- 
tolemus,  taking  Pyrrhus  by  the  hand,  presented  him  with 
two  pair  of  draught  oxen.  Myrtilus,  his  cup-bearer,  being 
then  by,  begged  these  of  Pyrrhus,  who  not  giving  tliem  to 
him,  but  to  another,  Myrtilus  extremely  resented  it,  which 
Gelo  took  notice  of,  and,  inviting  him  to  a  banquet  (amidst 
drinking  and  other  excesses,  as  some  relate,  Myrtilus  being 
then  in  the  flower  of  his  youth),  he  entered  into  discourse, 
persuading  him  to  adhere  to  Neoptolemus,  and  destroy 
Pyrrhus  by  poison.  Myrtilus  received  the  design,  appear- 
ing to  approve  and  consent  to  it,  but  privately  discovered 
it  to  Pyrrhus,  by  whose  command  lie  recommended  Alexi- 
crates,  his  chief  cup-bearer,  to  Gelo,  as  a  fit  instrument  for 
their  design,  Pyrrhus  being  very  desirous  to  have  proof 
of  the  plot  by  several  evidences.    So  Gelo  being  deceivea 
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Neoptolemus,  who  was  no  less  deceived,  imagining  the 
design  went  prosperously  on,  could  not  forbear,  but  in  his 
joy  spoke  of  it  among  his  friends,  and  once  at  an  entertain- 
ment at  his  sister  Cadmea's  talked  openly  of  it,  thinking 
none  heard  but  themselves.  Kor  was  any  one  there  but 
Phsenarete  the  wife  of  Samon,  who  had  the  care  of  Neop- 
tolemus's  flocks  and  herds.  She,  turning  her  face  towards 
the  wall  upon  a  couch,  seemed  fast  asleep,  and  having 
heard  all  that  passed,  unsuspected,  next  day  came  to  An- 
tigone, Pyrrhus's  wife,  and  told  her  what  she  had  heard 
Neoptolemus  say  to  his  sister.  On  understanding  which 
Pyrrhus  for  the  present  said  little,  but  on  a  sacrifice  day, 
making  an  hivitation  for  Xeoptolemus,  killed  him ;  being 
satisfied  before  that  the  great  men  of  the  Epirots  were  his 
friends,  and  that  they  were  eager  for  him  to  rid  himself 
of  Neoptolemus,  and  not  to  content  himself  with  a  mere 
petty  share  of  the  government,  but  to  follow  his  own  natural 
vocation  to  great  designs,  and  now  when  a  just  ground  of 
suspicion  appeared,  to  anticipate  Neoptolemus  by  taking 
him  off  first. 

In  memory  of  Berenice  and  Ptolemy,  he  named  his  son 
by  Antigone,  Ptolemy,  and  having  built  a  city  in  the  pen- 
insula of  Epirus,  called  it  Berenicis.  From  this  time  he 
began  to  revolve  many  and  vast  projects  in  his  thoughts  ; 
but  his  first  special  hope  and  design  lay  near  home,  and  he 
found  means  to  engage  himself  in  the  Macedonian  affairs 
under  the  following  pretext.  Of  Cassander's  sons,  Antipa- 
ter,  the  eldest,  killed  Thessalonica,  his  mother,  and  ex- 
pelled his  brother  Alexander,  who  sent  to  Demetrius  en- 
treating his  assistance,  and  also  called  in  Pyrrhus;  but 
Demetrius  being  retarded  by  multitude  of  business,  Pyrrhus, 
coming  first,  demanded  in  reward  of  his  service  the  dis- 
tricts called  Tymphsea  and  Parausea  in  Macedon  itself,  and 
of  their  new  conquests,  Ambracia,  Acarnania,  and  Am- 
philochia.  The  young  prince  giving  way,  he  took  posses- 
sion of  these  countries,  and  secured  them  with  good  garri- 
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sons,  and  proceeded  to  reduce  for  Alexander  himself  othei 
parts  of  the  kingdom  which  he  gained  from  Antipater. 
Lysimachus,  designing  to  send  aid  to  Antipater,  was  in. 
volved  in  mvich  other  business,  but  knowing  Pyrrhus  would 
not  disoblige  Ptolemy,  or  deny  him  anything,  sent  pre- 
tended  letters  to  him  as  from  Ptolemy,  desiring  him  to 
give  up  his  expedition,  upon  the  payment  of  three  hundred 
talents  to  him  by  Antipater.  Pyrrhus,  opening  the  letter, 
quickly  discovered  the  fraud  of  Lysimachus  ;  for  it  had  not 
the  accustomed  style  of  salutation,  "  The  father  to  the  son, 
health,"  but  "  King  Ptolemy  to  Pyrrhus,  the  king,  health ;" 
and  reproaching  Lysimachus,  he  notwithstanding  made  a 
peace,  and  they  all  met  to  confirm  it  by  a  solemn  oath  upon 
sacrifice.  A  goat,  a  bull,  and  a  ram  being  brought  out,  the 
ram  on  a  sudden  fell  dead.  The  others  laughed,  butTheo- 
dotus  the  prophet  forbade  Pyrrhus  to  swear,  declaring 
that  Heaven  by  that  portended  the  death  of  one  of  the 
three  kings,  upon  which  he  refused  to  ratify  the  peace. 

The  affairs  of  Alexander  being  now  in  some  kind  of  set- 
tlement, Demetrius  arrived,  contrary,  as  soon  appeared,  to 
the  desire  and  indeed  not  without  the  alarm  of  Alexander. 
After  they  had  been  a  few  days  together,  their  mutual  jeal- 
ousy led  them  to  conspire  against  each  other ;  and  Deme- 
trius taking  advantage  of  the  first  occasion,  was  beforehand 
with  the  young  king,  and  slew  him,  and  proclaimed  himself 
king  of  Macedon.  There  had  been  formerly  no  very  good 
understanding  between  him  and  Pyrrhus ;  for  besides  the 
inroads  he  made  into  Thessaly,  the  innate  disease  of  princes, 
ambition  of  greater  empire,  had  rendered  them  forraidahle 
and  suspected  neighbors  to  each  other,  especially  since 
Deidamia's  death  ;  and  both  having  seized  Macedon,  they 
came  into  conflict  for  the  same  object,  and  the  difference 
between  them  liad  the  stronger  motives.  Demetrius  having 
first  attacked  the  .Etolii.ns  and  subdued  them,  left  Pan. 
tauchus  there  with  a  considerable  army,  and  marched 
direct  agamst  Pyrrhus,  and  Pyrrhus,  as  he  thought, 
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against  him ;  but  by  mistake  of  the  ways  they  passed  by 
one  another,  and  Demetrius  falling  into  Epirus  wasted  the 
country,  and  Pyrrhus,  meeting  with  Pantauchus,  prepared 
for  an  engagement.  The  soldiers  fell  to,  and  there  was  a 
sharp  and  terrible  conflict,  especially  where  the  generals 
were.  Pantauchus,  in  courage,  dexterity,  and  strength  of 
body,  being  confessedly  the  best  of  all  Denietrius's  captains, 
and  having  both  resolution  and  high  spirit,  challenged 
Pyrrhus  to  fight  hand  to  hand  ;  on  the  other  side  Pyrrhus, 
professing  not  to  yield  to  any  king  in  valor  and  glory,  and 
esteeming  the  fame  Qf  Achilles  more  truly  to  belong  to  him 
for  his  courage  than  for  his  blood,  advanced  against  Pan- 
tauchus through  the  front  of  the  army.  First  they  used 
their  lances,  then  came  to  a  close  fight,  and  managed  their 
swords  both  with  art  and  force ;  Pyrrhus  receiving  one 
wound,  but  returning  two  for  it,  one  in  the  thigh  and  the 
other  near  the  neck,  repulsed  and  overthrew  Pantauchus, 
but  did  not  kill  him  outright,  as  he  was  rescued  by  his 
friends.  But  the  Epirots  exulting  in  the  victory  of  their 
king,  and  admiring  his  courage,  forced  through  and  cut  in 
pieces  the  phalanx  of  the  Macedonians,  and  pursuing 
those  that  fled,  killed  many,  and  took  five  thousand 
prisoners. 

This  fight  did  not  so  much  exasperate  the  Macedonians 
with  anger  for  their  loss,  or  with  hatred  to  Pyrrhus,  as  it 
caused  esteem,  and  admiration  of  his  valor,  and  great  dis- 
course of  him  among  those  that  saw  what  he  did,  and  were 
engaged  against  him  in  the  action.  They  thought  his 
countenance,  his  swiftness,  and  his  motions  expressed  those 
of  the  great  Alexander,  and  that  they  beheld  here  an  image 
and  resemblance  of  his  rapidity  and  strength  in  fight; 
other  kings  merely  by  their  purple  and  their  guards,  by 
the  formal  bending  of  their  necks,  and  lofty  tone  of  their 
speech,  Pyrrhus  only  by  arms,  and  in  action,  represented 
Alexander.  Of  his  knowledge  of  military  tactics  and  the 
art  of  a  general,  and  his  great  ability  that  way,  we  have 
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the  best  informatinn  from  the  coniineiitaiies  he  left  behind 
him.  Antigonus,  also,  we  are  told,  being  asked  who  was 
the  greatest  soldier,  said,  "  Tyrrhus,  if  he  lives  to  be  old," 
referring  only  to  those  of  his  own  time ;  but  Hannibal  of 
all  great  commanders  esteemed  Pyrrhus  for  skill  and  con- 
duct the  first,  Scipio  the  second,  and  himself  the  third, 
as  is  related  in  the  life  of  Scipio.  In  a  word,  he  seemed 
ever  to  njake  this  all  his  thought  and  philosophy,  as 
the  most  kingly  part  of  learning:  other  curiosities  he  held 
in  no  account.  He  is  reported,  when  asked  at  a  feast 
whether  he  thought  Python  or  Capbisias  the  best  musician, 
to  have  said,  Polysperchon  was  the  best  soldier,  as  though 
it  became  a  king  to  examine  and  understand  only  such 
things.  Towards  his  familiars  he  was  mild,  and  not  easily 
incensed ;  zealous  and  even  vehement  in  returning  kind- 
nesses.  Thus  when  Aeropus  was  dead,  he  could  not  bear 
it  with  moderation,  saying,  he  indeed  had  suffered  what 
was  common  to  human  nature,  but  condemning  and  blam- 
ing himself,  that  by  puttings  off  and  delays  he  had  not 
returned  his  kindness  in  time.  For  our  debts  may  be  satis- 
fied to  the  creditor's  heirs,  but  not  to  have  made  the 
acknowledgment  of  received  favors,  while  they  to  whom  it 
is  due  can  be  sensible  of  it,  afflicts  a  good  and  worthy 
nature.  Some  thinking  it  fit  that  Pyrrhus  should  banish 
a  certain  ill-tongued  fellow  in  Ambracio,  who  had  spoken 
very  indecently  of  him,  "Let  him  rather,"  said  he,  "speak 
against  us  here  to  a  few,  than  rambling  about  to  a  great 
many."  And  others  who  in  their  wine  had  made  reflections: 
upon  him,  being  afterward  questioned  for  it,  and  asked  by 
him  whether  they  had  said  such  words,  on  one  of  the  young: 
fellows  answering,  "Yes,  all  that,  king:  and  should  have 
said  more  if  we  had  had  more  wine  ; "  he  laughed  and  dis- 
charged  them.  After  Antigone's  death,  he  married  several 
wives  to  enlarge  bis  interest  and  power.  He  had  the 
daughter  of  Autoleon,  king  of  tlie  Pajonians,  Rircenna: 
Bardyllis  the  lllyrian's  daughter,  Lanassa,  daughter  of, 
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Agathocles  the  Syracusan,  who  brought  with  her  in  dower 
the  city  of  Corcyra,  wliich  had  been  taken  by  Agathocles, 
By  Antigone  he  had  Ptolemy,  Alexander  by  Lanassa,  and 
Helenus,  his  youngest  son,  by  Bircenna  :  he  brought  them 
up  all  in  arms,  hot  and  eager  youths,  and  by  him  sharp, 
ened  and  whetted  to  war  from  their  very  infancy.  It  is 
said,  when  one  of  them,  while  yet  a  child,  asked  him  to 
which  he  would  leave  the  kingdom,  he  replied,  to  him  that 
had  the  sharpest  sword,  which  indeed  was  much  like  that 
tragical  curse  of  Oedipus  to  his  sons  : — 

Not  by  the  lot  decide, 
But  with  the  sword  the  heritage  divide. 

So  unsocial  and  wild-beast-like  is  the  nature  of  ambition 
and  cupidity. 

After  this  battle  Pyrrhus,  returning  gloriously  home, 
enjoyed  his  fame  and  reputation,  and  being  called  "  Eagle  " 
by  the  Epirots,  "  By  you,"  said  he,  "  I  am  an  eagle ;  for  how 
should  I  not  be  such,  while  I  have  your  arms  as  wings  to  sus- 
tain me  ?  "  A  little  after,  having  intelligence  that  Demetrius 
was  dangerously  sick,  he  entered  on  a  sudden  into  Mace- 
donia, intending  only  an  incursion,  and  to  harass  the 
country  ;  but  was  very  near  seizing  upon  all,  and  taking 
the  kingdom  without  a  blow.  He  marched  as  far  as  Edessa 
unresisted,  great  numbers  deserting,  and  coming  in  to  him. 
This  danger  excited  Demetrius  beyond  his  strength,  and 
his  friends  and  commanders  in  a  short  time  got  a  consider- 
able army  together,  and  with  all  their  forces  briskly  attacked 
Pyrrhus,  who,  coming  only  to  pillage,  would  not  stand  a 
fight,  but  retreating,  lost  part  of  his  army,  as  he  went  off, 
by  the  close  pursuit  of  the  Macedonians.  Demetrius,  how- 
3ver,  although  he  had  easily  and  quickly  forced  Pyrrhus 
yat  of  the  country,  yet  did  not  slight  him,  but  having  re- 
.  solved  upon  great  designs,  and  to  recover  his  father's  king- 
lom  with  an  army  of  one  hundred  thousand  men,  and  a  fleet 
>f  five  hundred  ships,  would  neither  embroil  himself  with 
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Pyrrlms.  nor  leave  the  ^racetloiiians  so  active  and  trouble, 
some  a  neighbor ;  and  since  he  had  no  leisure  to  continua 
the  war  with  him,  he  was  willing  to  treat  and  conclude  a 
peace,  and  to  turn  his  forces  upon  the  other  kings.  Articles 
being  agreed  upon,  the  designs  of  Demetrius  quickly  dis- 
covered themselves  by  the  greatness  of  his  preparation. 
And  the  other  kings,  being  alarmed,  sent  to  Pyrrhus 
ambassadoi's  and  letters,  expressing  their  wonder  that  he 
should  choose  to  let  his  own  opportunity  pass  by,  and  wait 
till  Demetrius  could  use  his ;  and  whereas  he  was  now  able 
to  chase  him  out  of  Macedon,  involved  in  designs  and  dis- 
turbed, he  should  expect  till  Demetrius  at  leisure,  and  grown 
great,  should  bring  the  war  home  to  his  own  door,  and  make 
him  fight  for  his  temples  and  sepulchres  in  Molossia;  espe- 
cially having  so  lately,  by  his  means,  lost  Corcyra  and  his 
wife  together.    For  Lanassa  had  taken  offence  at  Pyrrhus 
for  too  great  an  inclination  to  those  wives  of  his  that  were 
barbarians,  and  so  withdrew  to  Corcyra,  and  desiring  to 
marry  some  king,  invited  Demetrius,  knowing  of  all  the 
kings  he  was  most  ready  to  entertain  offers  of  marriage 
he  sailed  thither,  married  Lanassa,  and  placed  a  garrison  in 
the  city.    The  kings  having  written  thus  to  Pyrrhus,  them-, 
selves  likewise  contrived  to  find  Demetrius  work,  while  he 
was  delaying  and  making  his  preparations.    Ptolemy,  set- 
ting out  with  a  great  fleet,  drew  off  many  of  the  Greek  cities, 
Lysimachus  out  of  Thrace  wasted  the  upper  Macedon;  and 
Pyrrhus,  also  taking  arms  at  the  same  time,  marched  tts 
Beroea,  expecting,  as  it  fell  out,  that  Demetrius,  collecting 
his  forces  against  Lysimachus,   would  leave  the  loweij 
country  undefended.    That  very  night  he  seemed  in  hi; 
sleep  to  be  called  by  Alexander  the  Great,  and  approaching 
saw  him  sick  abed,  but  was  received  with  very  kind  worda 
and  much  respect,  and  promised  zealous  assistance.  H< 
making  bold  to  reply,  "  How,  sir,  can  you,  being  sick,  assis 
me?"    "With  my  name,"  said  he,  and  mounting  Nisseai 
horse,  seemed  to  lead  the  way.    At  the  s\<'ht  of  this  visioi 
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he  was  much  assured,  and  with  swift  marches  overrunning 
all  the  interjacent  places,  takes  BercBa,  and  making  his 
headquarters  there,  reduced  the  rest  of  the  country  by  his 
commanders.  "When  Demetrius  received  intelligence  of 
this,  and  perceived  likewise  the  Macedonians  ready  to 
mutiny  in  the  army,  he  was  afraid  to  advance  further, 
lest,  coming  near  Lysimachus,  a  Macedonian  king,  and  of 
great  fame,  they  should  revolt  to  him.  So  returning, 
he  marched  directly  against  Pyrrhus,  as  a  stranger,  and 
hated  by  the  Macedonians.  But  while  he  lay  encamped 
there  near  him,  many  who  came  out  of  Beroea  infinitely 
praised  Pyrrhus  as  invincible  in  arms,  a  glorious  warrior, 
who  treated  those  he  had  taken  kindly  and  humanely. 
Several  of  these  Pyrrhus  himself  sent  privately,  pretending 
to  be  Macedonians,  and  saying,  now  was  the  time  to  be  de- 
livered from  the  severe  government  of  Demetrius  by  com- 
ing over  to  Pyrrhus,  a  gracious  prince  and  a  lover  of 
soldiers.  By  this  artifice  a  great  part  of  the  army  was 
in  a  state  of  excitement,  and  the  soldiers  began  to  look 
every  way  about  inquiring  for  Pyrrhus.  It  happened  he 
was  without  his  helmet,  till  understanding  they  did  not 
know  him,  he  put  it  on  again,  and  so  was  quickly  recog- 
nized by  his  lofty  crest,  and  the  goat's  horns  he  wore  upon 
it.  Then  the  Macedonians,  running  to  him,  desired  to  be 
told  his  password,  and  some  put  oaken  boughs  upon  their 
heads,  because  they  saw  them  worn  by  the  soldiers  about 
Mm.  Some  persons  even  took  the  confidence  to  say  to 
Demetrius  himself,  that  he  would  be  well  advised  to  with- 
draw, and  lay  down  the  government.  And  he,  indeed, 
seeing  the  mutinous  movements  of  the  army  to  be  only  too 
consistent  with  what  they  said,  privately  got  away,  dis- 
guised in  a  broad  hat  and  a  common  soldier's  coat.  So 
Pyrrhus  became  master  of  the  army  without  fighting,  and 
Was  declared  king  of  the  Macedonians. 

But  Lysimachus  now  arriving,  and  claiming  the  defeat 
of  Demetrius  as  the  joint  exploit  of  them  both,  and  that 


846  PLUTARCIVS  LIVES. 

therefore  the  kingdom  should  be  shared  between  tliem, 
Pyrrhus,  not  as  yet  quite  assured  of  the  Macedonians,  and 
in  doubt  of  their  faith,  consented  to  tlie  proposition  of 
Lysimachus,  and  divided  the  country  and  cities  between 
them  accordingly.    This  was  for  the  present  useful,  and 
prevented  a  war  ;  but  shortly  after  they  found  the  parti- 
tion not  so  much  a  peaceful  settlement,  as  an  occasion  of 
further  complaint  and  difference.    For  men  whose  ambition 
neitlier  seas,  nor  mountains,  nor  unpeopled  deserts  can 
limit,  nor  the  bounds  dividing  Europe  from  Asia  confine 
their  vast  desires,  it  would  be  hard  to  expect  to  forbear 
from  injuring  one  another  when  they  touch  and  are  close 
together.    These  are  ever  naturally  at  war,  envying  and 
seeking  advantages  of  one  another,  and  merely  make  use 
of  those  two  words,  peace  and  war,  like  current  coin,  to 
serve  their  occasions,  not  as  justice  but  as  expediency 
suggests,  and  are  really  better  men  when  they  openly  enter 
on  a  war,  than  when  they  give  to  the  mere  forbearance  from 
doing  wrong,  for  want  of  opportunity,  the  sacred  names 
of  justice  and  friendship.  Pyrrhus  was  an  instance  of  this; 
for  setting  himself  against  the  rise  of  Demetrius  again,  and 
endeavoring  to  hinder  the  recovery  of  his  power,  as  it  were 
from  a  kind  of  sickness,  he  assisted  the  Greeks,  and  came 
to  Athens,  where,  having  ascended  the  Acropolis,  he  offered 
sacrifice  to  the  goddess,  and  the  same  day  came  down 
again,  and  told  the  Athenians  he  was  much  gratified  by  tiie 
good- will  and  the  confidence  they  had  shown  to  him;  but 
if  they  were  wise  he  advised  them  never  to  let  any  king  come 
thither  again,  or  open  their  city  gates  to  him.   lie  con- 
cluded also  a  peace  with  Demetrius,  but  shortly  after  lie 
was  gone  into  Asia,  at  the  persuasion  of  Lysimachus, 
ne  tampered  with  the  Thessalians  to  revolt,  and  besieged 
JtZ.''!^''^'''''''  ^'"^'""S  he  could  better  preserve  the 
be  W  oTM       '"-^'^^^^^^"^  than  in  peace,  and 

"«mus  had  been  overthrown  in  Syria-; 
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Lysimachus,  who  had  secured  his  affairs,  and  had  nothing 
to  do,  immediately  turned  his  whole  forces  upon  Pyrrhus, 
who  was  in  quartei's  at  Edessa,  and  falling  upon  and  seiz- 
ing his  convoy  of  provisions,  brought  first  a  great  scarcity 
into  the  army;  then  partly  by  letters,  partly  by  spreading 
rumors  abroad,  he  corrupted  the  principal  officers  of  the 
Macedonians,  reproaching  them  that  they  had  made  one 
their  master  who  was  both  a  stranger  and  descended  from 
those  who  had  ever  been  servants  to  the  Macedonians, 
and  that  they  had  thrust  the  old  friends  and  familiars  of 
Alexander  out  of  the  country.    The  Macedonian  soldiers 
being  much  prevailed  upon,  Pyrrhus  withdrew  himself 
svith  his   Epirots   and   auxiliary   forces,  relinquishing 
\Iacedon,  just  after  the  same  manner  he  took  it.    So  little 
'eason  have  kings  to  condemn  popular  governments  for 
ihanging  sides  as  suits  their  interests,  as  in  this  they  do 
)ut  imitate  them  who  are  the  great  instructors  of  unfaith- 
ulness  and  treachery  ;  holding  him  the  wisest  that  makes 
he  least  account  of  being  an  honest  man. 
Pyrrhus  having  thus  retired  into  Epirus,  and  left  Mace- 
on,  fortune  gave  him  a  fair  occasion  of  enjoying  himself  in 
uiet,  and  peaceably  governing  his  own  subjects  ;  but  he 
'ho  thought  it  a  nauseous  course  of  life  not  to  be  doing 
lisehief  to  others,  or  receiving  some  from  them,  like 
.chilles,  could  not  endure  repose, 

 But  sad  and  languished  far. 

Desiring  battle  and  the  shout  of  war, 

id  gratified  his  inclination  by  the  following  pretext  for 
iw  troubles.  The  Romans  were  at  war  with  the  Tarentines, 
ho,  not  being  able  to  go  on  with  the  war,  nor  yet,  through 
le  foolhardiness  and  the  viciousness  of  their  popular 
leakers,  to  come  to  terms  and  give  it  up,  proposed  now  to 
ake  Pyrrhus  their  general,  and  engage  him  in  it,  as  of  all 
;e  neighboring  kings  the  most  at  leisure,  and  the  most 
wilful  as  a  commander.  The  more  grave  and  discreet 
'  tizens  opposing  these  counsels,  were  partly  overborne  by 


848  PLUTARCH'S  LIVES. 

the  noise  and  violence  of  the  multitude ;  while  others,  see. 

ing  this,  absented  themselves  from  the  assemblies;  only  one 
Meton,  a  very  sober  man,  on  the  day  this  public  decree  was 
to  be  ratified,  when  the  people  were  now  seating  themselves, 
came  dancing  into  the  assembly  like  one  quite  drunk,  witli 
a  withered  garland  and  a  small  lamp  in  his  hand,  and  a 
woman  playing  on  a  flute  before  him.   And  as  in  great 
multitudes  met  at  such  popular  assemblies,  no  decorum  can 
be  well  observed,  some  clapped  him,  others  laughed,  none 
forbade  him,  but  called  to  the  woman  to  play,  and  to  him 
to  sing  to  the  company,  and  when  they  thought  he  was 
going  to  do  so,  "  'Tis  right  of  you,  O  men  of  Tarentum,"  he 
said, "  not  to  hinder  any  from  making  themselves  merry  that 
have  a  mind  to  it,  while  it  is  yet  in  their  power :  and  if  yon 
are  wise,  you  will  take  out  your  pleasure  of  your  freedom 
while  you  can,  for  you  must  change  your  course  of  life,  and 
follow  other  diet  when  Pyrrhus  com^^l»-  town."  Tlii'se 
words  made  a  great  impression  upon  man^y  of  the  Taren- 
tines,  and  a  confused  murmur,  went  about,  that  he  had 
spoken  much  to  the  purpose  ;  but  some  who  feared  tliey 
should  be  sacrificed  if  a  peace  were  made  with  the  Romans, 
reviled  the  whole  assembly  for  so  tamely  suffering  them- 
selves to  be  abused  by  a  drunken  sot,  and  crowding  togetiier 
upon  Meton,  thrust  him  out.  So  the  public  order  was  passed 
and  ambassadors  sent  into  Epirus,  not  only  in  their  own 
names,  but  in  those  of  all  the  Italian  Greeks,  carrying  pn's. 
ents  to  Pyrrhus,  and  letting  him  know  they  wanted  a  gen- 
eral of  reputation  and  experience;  and  that  they  could 
furnish  him  with  large  forces  of  Lucanians,  Messapians, 
Samnites,  and  Tarentines,  amounting  to  twenty  thousand 
horse,  and  three  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  foot.  This 
did  not  only  quicken  Pyrrhus,  but  raised  an  eager  desire 
tor  the  expedition  in  the  Epirots. 

There  was  one  Cineas,  a  Thessalian,  considered  to  be  a 
man  of  very  good  sense,  a  disciple  of  the  great  orator  De- 
mosthenes,  who,  of  all  that  were  famous  at  that  time  for 
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speaking  well,  most  seemed,  as  in  a  picture,  to  revive  in  the 
minds  of  the  audience  the  memory  of  his  force  and  vigor  of 
eloquence ;  and  being  always  about  Pyrrus,  and  sent  about 
inliis  service  to  several  cities,  verified  the  saying  of  Euri- 
pides, that 

 the  force  of  words 

Can  do  whate'er  is  done  by  conquering  swords. 

And  Pyrrhus  was  used  to  say,  that  Cineas  had  taken  more 
towns  with  his  words  than  he  with  his  arms,  and  always 
did  him  the  honor  to  employ  him  in  his  most  important 
occasions.  This  person,  seeing  Pyrrhus  eagerly  preparing 
for  Italy,  led  him  one  day  when  he  was  at  leisure  into  the 
following  reasonings :  "  The  Romans,  sir,  are  reported  to  be 
great  warriors  and  conquerors  of  many  warlike  nations ;  if 
God  permit  us  to  overcome  them,  how  should  we  use  our 
victory?"  "  You  ask,"  said  Pyrrhus,  "  a  thing  evident  of 
itself.  The  Romans  once  conquered,  there  is  neither  Greek 
nor  barbarian  city  that  will  resist  us,  but  we  shall  pres- 
ently be  masters  of  all  Italy,  the  extent  and  resources  and 
strength  of  which  any  one  should  rather  profess  to  be 
ignorant  of  than  yourself."  Cineas  after  a  little  pause, 
"And  having  subdued  Italy,  what  shall  we  do  next?" 
Pyrrus  not  yet  discovering  his  intention,  "  Sicily,"  he 
replied,  "  next  holds  out  her  arms,  to  receive  us,  a  wealthy 
and  populous  island,  and  easy  to  be  gained  ;  for  since  Agath- 
ocles  left  it,  only  faction  and  anarchy,  and  the  licentious 
violence  of  the  demagogues  prevail."  "  You  speak,"  said 
Cineas,  "  what  is  perfectly  probable,  but  will  the  possession 
of  Sicily  put  an  end  to  the  war  ? "  "  God  grant  us,"  an- 
swered Pyrrhus,  "  victory  and  success  in  that,  and  we  will 
Use  these  as  forerunners  of  greater  things  ;  who  could  for- 
bear from  Libya  and  Carthage  then  within  reach,  which 
Agathocles,  even  when  forced  to  fly  from  Syracuse,  and 
passing  the  sea  only  with  a  few  ships,  had  all  but  surprised? 
These  conquests  once  perfected,  will  any  assert  that  of  the 
enemies  who  now  pretend  to  despise  us,  any  one  will  dare 
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to  make  furtliev  resistance  ?  "  "  None,"  replied  Cineas, "  foi 
then  it  is  manifest  we  may  with  such  mighty  forces  regain 
Macedon,  and  make  an  absolute  conquest  of  Creece;  and 
when  all  these  are  in  our  power  what  shall  we  do  tlien?* 
Said  Pyrrhus,  smiling,  "  We  will  live  at  our  ease,  my  deai 
friend,  and  drink  all  day,  and  divert  ourselves  with  pleasant 
conversation."  When  Cineas  had  led  Pyrrhus  with  hh, 
argument  to  this  point :  "  And  what  hinders  us  now,  sir, 
if  we  have  a  mind  to  be  merry,  and  entertain  one  anotlier, 
since  we  have  at  hand  without  trouble  all  those  necessary 
things,  to  which  through  much  blood  and  great  labor,  and 
infinite  hazards  and  mischief  done  to  ourselves  and  to 
others,  we  design  at  last  to  arrive?"  Such  reasonings 
rather  troubled  Pyrrhus  with  the  thought  of  the  happiness 
he  was  quitting,  than  any  way  altered  his  purpose,  being 
unable  to  abandon  the  hopes  of  what  he  so  much  desired. 

And  first,  he  sent  away  Cineas  to  the  Tarentines  with 
three  thousand  men;  presently  after,  many  vessels  for 
transport  of  horse,  and  galleys,  and  flat-bottomed  boats  of 
all  sorts  arriving  from  Tarentum,  he  shipped  upon  them 
twenty  elephants,  three  thousand  horse,  twenty  thousand 
foot,  two  thousand  archers,  and  five  hundred  slingers.  All 
being  thus  in  readiness,  he  set  sail,  and  being  half-way  over, 
was  driven  by  the  wind,  blowing,  contrary  to  the  season  of 
the  year,  violently  from  the  north,  and  carried  from  his 
course,  but  by  the  great  skill  and  resolution  of  his  pilots 
and  seamen,  he  made  the  land  with  infinite  labor,  and  be- 
yond expectation.  The  rest  of  the  fleet  could  not  get  up, 
and  some  of  the  dispersed  ships,  losing  the  coast  of  Italy, 
were  driven  into  the  Libyan  and  Sicilian  Sea ;  others,  not 
able  to  double  the  cape  of  Japygium,  were  overtaken  by 
the  night ;  and,  with  a  boisterous  and  heavy  sea,  throwing, 
them  npon  a  dangerous  and  rocky  shore,  they  were  all 
very  much  disabled  except  the  royal  galley.  She,  while  the 
sea  bore  upon  her  sides,  resisted  witli  her  bulk  and  strength, 
and  avoided  the  force  of  it,  till  the  wind  coming  about,  bletr 
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iirectly  in  their  teeth  from  the  shore,  and  the  vessel  keep- 
ing up  witli  her  head  against  it,  was  in  danger  of  going  to 
pieces ;  yet  on  the  other  hand,  to  suffer  themselves  to  be 
driven  off  to  sea  again,  wliich  was  thus  raging  and  tempest- 
uous, with  tlie  wind  shifting  about  every  way,  seemed  to 
them  the  most  dreadful  of  all  their  present  evils.  Pyr- 
rlius,  rising  up,  threw  himself  overboard.  His  friends  and 
guards  strove  eagerly  who  should  be  most  ready  to  help 
him,  but  night  and  the  sea,  with  its  noise  and  violent 
surge,  made  it  extremely  difficult  to  do  this;  so  that 
hardly,  when  with  the  morning  the  wind  began  to  subside, 
he  got  ashore,  breathless  and  weakened  in  body,  but  with 
high  courage  and  strength  of  mind  resisting  his  hard 
fortune.  The  Messapians,  upon  whose  shore  they  were 
thrown  by  the  tempest,  came  up  eagerly  to  help  them  in  the 
best  manner  they  could  ;  and  some  of  the  straggling  ves- 
sels that  had  escaped  the  storm  arrived  ;  in  which  were  a 
very  few  horse,  and  not  quite  two  thousand  foot,  and  two 
elephants. 

With  these  Pyrrhus  marched  straight  to  Tarentum, 
where  Cineas,  being  informed  of  his  arrival,  led  out  the 
troops  to  meet  him.  Entering  the  town,  he  did  nothing 
unpleasing  to  the  Tarentines,  nor  put  any  force  upon  them, 
till  the  ships  were  all  in  harbor,  and  the  greatest  part  of 
the  army  got  together ;  but  then  perceiving  that  the  people, 
unless  some  strong  compulsion  was  used  to  them,  were  not 
capable  either  of  saving  others  or  being  saved  themselves, 
and  were  rather  intending,  while  he  engaged  for  them  in 
the  field,  to  remain  at  home  bathing  and  feasting  them- 
selves, he  first  shut  up  the  places  of  public  exercise,  and 
the  walks,  where,  in  their  idle  way,  they  fought  their 
country's  battles  and  conducted  her  campaigns  in  their 
talk ;  he  prohibited  likewise  all  festivals,  revels,  and  drink- 
ing-parties  as  unseasonable,  and  summoning  them  to  arms, 
showed  himself  rigorous  and  inflexible  in  carrying  out  the 
conscripticn  for  service  in  the  war.   So  that  many,  not  un- 
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derstanding  \\liat  it  was  to  be  coiiiiuanded,  left  the  tovn\ 
calling  it  mere  slavery  not  to  do  as  they  pleased.  lie  now 
received  intelligence  that  Lajvinus,  the  Roman  consul,  was 
upon  his  march  w  ith  a  great  army,  and  plundering  Lucania 
as  he  went.  The  confederate  forces  were  not  come  up  to 
him,  yet  he  thought  it  impossible  to  suffer  so  near  an  aj)- 
proaeh  of  an  enemy,  and  drew  out  with  his  army,  but  first 
sent  an  herald  to  the  liomans  to  know  if  before  tlie  war 
they  would  decide  the  differences  between  them  and  the 
Italian  Greeks  by  his  arbitrament  and  mediation.  But 
Lgeviims  returning  answer,  tliat  the  Romans  neither  ac- 
cepted him  as  arbitrator  nor  feared  hiui  as  an  enemy,  I'yr- 
rhus  advanced,  and  encamped  in  the  plain  between  the 
cities  of  Pandosia  and  Ileraclea,  and  having  notice  tlie 
Romans  were  near,  and  lay  on  the  other  side  of  the  river 
Siris,  he  rode  up  to  take  a  view  of  them,  and  seeing  their 
order,  the  appointment  of  the  watches,  their  method  and 
the  general  form  of  their  encampment,  he  was  amazed,  and 
addressing  one  of  his  friends  next  to  him:  "This  order," 
said  he,  "  Magacles,  of  the  barbarians,  is  not  at  all  barbarian 
in  character  ;  we  shall  see  presently  what  they  can  do;" 
and  growing  a  little  more  thoughtful  of  the  event,  resolved 
to  expect  the  arriving  of  the  confederate  troops.  And  to 
hinder  the  Romans,  if  in  the  mean  time  they  should  en- 
deavor to  pass  the  river,  he  planted  men  all  along  the  bank  to 
oppose  them.  But  they,  hastening  to  anticipate  the  coming 
up  of  the  same  forces  which  he  had  determined  to  wait  for, 
attempted  the  passage  with  their  infantry,  where  it  was  ford- 
able,  and  with  the  horse  in  several  places,  so  that  theGreeks, 
fearing  to  be  surrounded,  were  obliged  to  retreat,  and  Pyr- 
rhus,  perceiving  this,  and  being  much  surprised,  bade  his 
foot  officers  draw  their  men  up  in  line  of  battle,  and  con- 
tinue in  arms,  while  he  himself  with  three  thousand  horse 
advanced,  hoping  to  attack  the  Romans  as  they  were  com- 
ing over,  scattered  and  disordered.  But  when  he  saw  a 
vast  number  of  shields  appearing  above  the  water,  and  tiw 
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horse  following  them  in  good  order,  gathering  his  men  in  a 
closer  body,  himself  at  the  head  of  them,  he  began  the 
charge,  conspicuous  by  his  rich  and  beautiful  armor,  and 
letting  it  be  seen  that  his  reputation  had  not  outgone 
what  he  was  able  effectually  to  perform.  While  exposing 
his  hands  and  body  in  the  fight,  and  bravely  repelling  all 
that  engaged  him,  he  still  guided  the  battle  with  a  steady 
and  undisturbed  reason,  and  such  presence  of  mind,  as  if 
he  had  been  out  of  the  action  and  watching  it  from  a  dis- 
tance, passing  still  from  point  to  point,  and  assisting  those 
whom  he  thought  most  pressed  by  the  enemy.  Here 
Leonnatus  the  Macedonian,  observing  one  of  the  Italians 
very  intent  upon  Pyrrhus,  riding  up  towards  him,  and 
changing  places  as  he  did,  and  moving  as  he  moved  :  "  Do 
you  see,  sir,"  said  he,  "  that  barbarian  on  the  black  horse 
with  white  feet  ?  he  seems  to  be  one  that  designs  some  great 
and  dangerous  thing,  for  he  looks  constantly  at  you,  and 
fixes  his  whole  attention,  full  of  vehement  purpose,  on  you 
alone,  taking  no  notice  of  others.  Be  on  your  guard,  sir, 
against  him."  "  Leonnatus,"  said  Pyrrhus,  "  it  is  impossi- 
ble for  any  man  to  avoid  his  fate  ;  but  neither  he  nor  any 
other  Italian  shall  have  much  satisfaction  in  engaging  with 
me."  While  they  were  in  this  discourse,  the  Italian,  low- 
ering his  spear  and  quickening  his  horse,  rode  furiously  at 
Pyrrhus,  and  run  his  horse  through  with  his  lance  ;  at  the 
same  instant  Leonnatus  ran  his  through.  Both  horses  fall, 
ing,  Pyrrhus's  friends  surrounded  him  and  brought  him 
off  safe,  and  killed  the  Italian,  bravely  defending  himself. 
He  was  by  birth  a  Frentanian,  captain  of  a  troop,  and 
named  Oplacus. 

This  made  Pyrrhus  use  greater  caution,  and  now  seeing 
his  horse  give  ground,  he  brought  up  the  infantry  against 
the  enemy,  and  changing  his  scarf  and  his  arms  with  Me- 
gacles,  one  of  his  friends,  and  obscuring  himself,  as  it  were, 
in  nis,  charged  upon  the  Romans,  who  received  and  en- 
gaged him,  and  a  great  while  the  success  of  the  battle  re< 
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mained  undetermined ;  and  it  is  said  there  were  seven  turns 
of  fortune  both  of  pursuhig  and  being  pursued.  And  the 
change  of  his  arms  was  very  opportune  for  the  safety  of  his 
person,  but  had  hlce  to  have  overthrown  Ids  cause  and  lust 
him  tlie  victory ;  for  several  falling  upon  ]\[egacles,  the  first 
that  gave  liira  his  mortal  \\-ound  was  one  Dexous,  who, 
snatcliing  away  his  helmet  and  his  robe,  rode  at  once  to 
Lsevinus,  holding  them  up,  and  saying  aloud  he  had  killed 
Pyrrhus.  These  spoils  being  carried  about  and  shown 
among  the  ranks,  the  Romans  were  transported  with  jny, 
and  shouted  aloud ;  while  equal  discouragement  and  terror 
prevailed  among  the  Greeks,  until  Pyrrhus,  understanding 
what  bad  happened,  rode  about  the  army  with  his  face 
bare,  stretching  out  his  hand  to  liis  soldiers,  and  telling 
them  aloud  it  was  he.  At  last,  the  elephants  more  par- 
ticularly began  to  distress  the  Romans,  whose  horses,  be- 
fore they  came  near,  not  enduring  them,  went  back  with 
their  riders ;  and  upon  this,  he  commanded  the  Thessalian 
cavalry  to  charge  them  in  their  disorder,  and  routed  them 
with  great  loss.  Dionysius  affirms  near  fifteen  thousand 
of  the  Romans  fell ;  Hieronymus,  no  more  than  seven  thou- 
sand. On  Pyrrhus's  side,  the  same  Dionysius  makes 
thirteen  thousand  slain,  the  other  under  four  thousand; 
but  they  were  the  flower  of  his  men,  and  amongst  them  his 
particular  friends  as  well  as  officers  whom  he  most  trusted 
and  made  use  of.  However,  he  possessed  himself  of  the 
Romans'  camp  which  they  deserted,  and  gained  over  several 
confederate  cities,  and  wasted  the  country  round  about,  and 
advanced  so  far  that  he  was  within  about  thirty-seven  miles 
of  Rome  itself.  After  the  fight  many  of  the  Lucanians  and 
Samnites  came  in  and  joined  him,  whom  he  chid  for  their 
delay,  but  yet  he  was  evidently  well  pleased  and  raised 
in  his  thoughts,  that  he  had  defeated  so  great  an  army 
of  the  Romans  with  the  assistance  of  the  Tarentines 
alone. 

The  Romans  did  not  remove  Lajvinus  from  the  consul- 
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ship ;  though  it  is  told  that  Caius  Fabricius  said,  that  the 
Epirots  had  not  beaten  the  Romans,  but  only  Pyrrhus,  Lae- 
vinus  ;  insinuating  that  their  loss  was  not  through  want  of 
valor  but  of  conduct ;  but  filled  up  their  legions,  and  en- 
listed fresh  men  with  all  speed,  talking  high  and  boldly  of 
war,  which  struck  Pyrrhus  with  amazement.  He  thought 
it  advisable  by  sending  first  to  make  an  experiment  whether 
tliey  had  any  inclination  to  treat,  thinking  that  to  take  the 
city  and  make  an  absolute  conquest  was  no  work  for  such 
an  army  as  his  was  at  that  time,  but  to  settle  a  friendship, 
and  bring  them  to  terms,  would  be  highly  honorable  after 
his  victory.  Cineas  was  despatched  away,  and  applied 
himself  to  several  of  the  great  ones,  with  presents  for  them- 
selves and  their  ladies  from  the  king;  but  not  a  person 
would  receive  any,  and  answered,  as  well  men  as  wonjen, 
that  if  an  agreement  were  publicly  concluded,  they  also 
should  be  ready,  for  their  parts,  to  express  their  regard  to 
the  king.  And  Cineas,  discoursing  with  the  senate  in  the 
most  persuasive  and  obliging  manner  in  the  world,  yet  was 
not  heard  with  kindness  or  inclination,  although  Pyrrhus 
offered  also  to  return  all  the  prisoners  he  had  taken  in  the 
fight  without  ransom,  and  promised  his  assistance  for  the 
entire  conquest  of  all  Italy,  asking  only  their  friendship 
for  himself,  and  security  for  the  Tarentines,  and  nothing 
further.  Nevertheless,  most  Avere  well  inclined  to  a  peace, 
having  already  received  one  great  defeat,  and  fearing  an- 
other from  an  additional  force  of  the  native  Italians,  now  join- 
ing with  Pyrrhus.  At  this  point  Appius  Claudius,  a  man  of 
great  distinction,  but  who,  because  of  his  great  age  and 
loss  of  sight,  had  declined  the  fatigue  of  public  business, 
after  these  propositions  had  been  made  by  the  king,  hear- 
ing a  report  that  the  senate  was  ready  to  vote  the  condi- 
tions of  peace,  could  not  forbear,  but  commanding  his  serv- 
ants to  take  him  up,  was  carried  in  his  chair  through  the 
forum  to  the  senate-house.  When  he  was  set  down  at  the 
door,  his  sous  and  sons-in-law  took  him  up  in  theii  arms, 
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and,  walking  close  round  about  him,  brought  him  into  the 
senate.  Out  of  reverence  for  so  worthy  a  man,  the  whole 
assembly  was  respectfully  silent. 

And  a  little  after  raising  up  himself  :  "  I  bore,"  said  he, 
"  until  this  time,  the  misfortune  of  my  eyes  with  some  impa- 
tience, but  now  while  I  hear  of  these  dishonorable  motions 
and  resolves  of  yours,  destructive  to  the  glory  of  Rome,  it  is 
my  affliction,  that  being  already  blind,  I  am  not  deaf  too. 
Where  is  now  that  discourse  of  yours  that  became  famous 
in  all  the  world,  that  if  he,  the  great  Alexander,  had  come  into 
Italy,  and  dared  to  attack  us  when  we  were  young  men, 
and  our  fathers,  who  were  then  in  their  prime,  he  had  not 
now  been  celebrated  as  invincible,  but  either  flying  hence, 
or  falling  here,  had  left  Rome  more  glorious  ?  You  demon- 
strate now  that  all  that  was  but  foolish  arrogance  and 
vanity,  by  fearing  Molossians  and  Chaonians,  ever  the 
Macedonian's  prey,  and  by  trembling  at  Pyrrhus  who  was 
himself  but  an  humble  servant  to  one  of  Alexander's  life- 
guard, and  comes  here,  not  so  much  to  assist  the  Greeks 
that  inhabit  among  us,  as  to  escape  from  his  enemies  at 
home,  a  wanderer  about  Italy,  and  yet  dares  to  promise  you 
the  conquest  of  it  all  by  that  army  which  has  not  been  able 
to.  preserve  for  him  a  little  part  of  Macedon.  Do  not 
persuade  yourselves  that  making  him  your  friend  is  the 
way  to  send  him  back,  it  is  the  way  rather  to  bring 
over  other  invaders  from  thence,  contemning  you  as 
easy  to  be  reduced,  if  Pyrrhus  goes  off  without  punishment 
for  his  outrages  on  you,  but,  on  the  contrary,  with  the  re- 
ward of  having  enabled  the  Tarentines  and  Samnites  to 
laugh  at  the  Romans."  When  Appius  had  done,  eagerness 
for  the  war  seized  on  every  man,  and  Cineas  was  dismissed 
with  this  answer,  that  when  Pyrrhus  had  withdrawn  his 
forces  out  of  Italy,  then,  if  he  pleased,  they  would  treat 
svith  him  about  friendship  and  alliance,  but  while  he  stayed 
there  in  arms,  they  were  resoh  ed  to  prosecute  the  war 
against  him  with  all  their  force,  though  he  should  have 
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defeated  a  thousand  Lsevinuses.  It  is  said  that  Cineas, 
while  he  was  managing  this  affair,  made  it  his  business 
carefully  to  inspect  the  manners  of  the  Romans,  and  to 
understand  their  methods  of  government,  and  having  con- 
versed with  their  noblest  citizens,  he  afterwards  told  Pyr- 
rhus,  among  other  things,  that  the  senate  seemed  to  him 
an  assembly  of  kings,  and  as  for  the  people,  he  feared  lest 
it  might  prove  that  they  were  fighting  with  a  Lernsean 
hydra,  for  the  consul  had  already  raised  twice  as  large  an 
army  as  the  former,  and  there  were  many  times  over  the 
same  number  of  Romans  able  to  bear  arms. 

Then  Caius  Fabricius  came  in  embassy  from  the  Romans 
to  treat  about  the  prisoners  that  were  taken,  one  whom 
Cineas  had  reported  to  be  a  man  of  highest  consideration 
among  them  as  an  honest  man  and  a  good  soldier,  but  ex- 
tremely poor.  Pyrrhus  received  him  with  much  kindness, 
and  privately  would  have  persuaded  him  to  accept  of  his 
gold,  not  for  any  evil  purpose,  but  calling  it  a  mark  of  re- 
spect and  hospitable  kindness.  Upon  Fabricius's  refusal, 
he  pressed  him  no  further,  but  the  next  day,  having  a  mind 
to  discompose  him,  as  he  had  never  seen  an  elephant  before, 
he  commanded  one  of  the  largest,  completely  armed,  to  be 
placed  behind  the  hangings,  as  they  were  talking  together. 
Which  being  done,  upon  a  sign  given,  the  hanging  was 
drawn  aside,  and  the  elephant,  raising  his  trunk  over  the 
head  of  Fabricius,  made  an  horrid  and  ugly  noise.  He, 
gently  turning  about  and  smiling,  said  to  Pyrrhus,  "Neither 
your  money  yesterday,  nor  this  beast  to-day  makes  any  im- 
pression upon  me."  At  supper,  amongst  all  sorts  of  things 
that  were  discoursed  of,  but  more  particularly  Greece  and 
the  philosophers  there,  Cineas,  by  accident,  had  occasion 
to  speak  of  Epicurus,  and  explained  the  opinions  his  fol- 
lowers hold  about  the  gods  and  the  commonwealth,  and 
the  objects  of  life,  placing  the  chief  happiness  of  man  in 
pleasure,  and  declining  public  affairs  as  an  injury  and  dis- 
turbance of  a  happy  life,  removing  the  gods  afar  off  both 
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from  kindness  or  anger,  or  any  concern  for  ns  at  all,  to  a 
life  wholly  without  business  and  flowing  in  pleasures.  Re- 
fore  he  had  done  speaking,  "  O  Hercules ! "  Falnicius 
cried  out  to  Pyrrhus,  "  may  Pyrrhus  and  the  Samnites 
entertain  themselves  with  this  sort  of  opinions  as  long  as 
they  are  in  war  with  us."  Pyrrhus,  admiring  the  wisJom 
and  gravity  of  the  man,  was  the  more  transported  with 
desire  of  making  friendship  instead  of  war  with  the  city, 
and  entreated  him,  personally,  after  the  peace  should  be 
concluded,  to  accept  of  living  with  him  as  the  chief  of  his 
ministers  and  generals.  Fabricius  answered  quietly,  Sir, 
this  AA-ill  not  be  for  your  advantage,  for  they  w  ho  now  honor 
and  admire  you,  Avhen  they  have  had  experience  of  nie,  will 
rather  choose  to  be  governed  by  me,  than  by  you."  Such 
was  Fabricius.  And  Pyrrhus  received  his  answer  without 
any  resentment  or  tyrannic  passion ;  nay,  among  his  friends 
he  highly  commended  the  great  mind  of  Fabricius.  and 
intrusted  the  prisoners  to  hi-.n  alone,  on  condition  that  if 
the  senate  should  not  vote  a  peace,  after  they  had  conversed 
with  their  friends  and  celebrated  the  festival  of  Saturn, 
they  should  be  remanded.  And,  accordingly,  they  were 
sent  back  after  the  holidays ;  it  being  decreed  pain  of  death 
for  any  that  stayed  behind. 

After  this  Fabricius  taking  the  consulate,  a  person  came 
with  a  letter  to  the  camp  written  by  the  king's  principal 
physician,  offering  to  take  olf  Pyrrhus  by  poison,  and  so 
end  the  war  without  further  hazard  to  the  Romans,  if  lie 
might  have  a  reward  projjortionable  to  his  service.  Fabri- 
cius, hating  the  villany  of  the  man,  and  disposing  the  other 
consul  to  the  same  opinion,  sent  despatches  immediately  to 
Pyrrhus  to  caution  him  against  the  treason.  Ilis  letter 
was  to  this  effect:  "  Caius  Fabricius  and  Quintus  .Fniilius, 
consuls  of  the  Romans,  to  Pyrrhus  the  kiii^-',  health.  You 
seem  to  have  made  an  ill-judgment  both  of  your  friends 
and  enemies  ;  you  win  understand  by  j-eading  this  letter 
sent  to  us,  that  you  are  at  war  w  illi  lioiast  men,  and  trust 
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nllains  and  knaves.  Nor  do  we  disclose  this  to  you  out  of 
any  favor  to  you,  but  lest  your  ruin  might  bring  a  reproach 
upon  us,  as  if  we  had  ended  the  war  by  treachery,  as  not 
able  to  do  it  by  force."  When  Pyrrhus  had  read  the  letter 
and  made  inquiry  into  the  treason,  he  punished  the  physi- 
cian, and  as  an  acknowledgment  to  the  Romans  sent  to 
Rome  the  prisoners  without  ransom,  and  again  employed 
Cineas  to  negotiate  a  peace  for  him.  But  they,  regarding 
it  as  at  once  too  great  a  kindness  from  an  enemy,  and  too 
great  a  reward  for  not  doing  an  ill  thing  to  accept  their 
prisoners  so,  released  in  return  an  equal  number  of  the 
Tarentines  and  Samnites,  but  would  admit  of  no  debate 
of  alliance  or  peace  until  he  had  removed  his  arms  and 
forces  out  of  Italy,  and  sailed  back  to  Epirus  with  the  same 
ships  that  brought  him  over.  Afterwards,  his  affairs  de- 
manding a  second  fight,  when  he  had  refreshed  his  men, 
he  decamped,  and  met  the  Romans  about  the  cityAsculum, 
where,  however,  he  was  much  incommoded  by  a  woody 
country  unfit  for  his  horse,  and  a  swift  river,  so  that  the 
elephants,  for  Avant  of  sure  treading,  could  not  get  up  with 
the  infantry.  After  luany  wounded  and  many  killed,  night 
put  an  end  to  the  engagement.  Xext  day,  designing  to 
make  the  fight  on  even  ground,  and  have  the  elephants 
among  the  thickest  of  the  enemy,  he  caused  a  detachment 
to  possess  themselves  of  those  incommodious  grounds,  and, 
mixing  slingers  and  archers  among  the  elephants,  with  full 
strength  and  courage,  he  advanced  in  a  close  and  well- 
ordered  body.  The  Romans,  not  having  those  advantages 
of  retreating  and  falling  on  as  they  pleased,  which  they  had 
before,  were  obliged  to  fight  man  to  man  upon  plain 
ground,  and,  being  anxious  to  drive  back  the  infantry 
before  the  elephants  could  get  up,  they  fought  fiercely  with 
their  swords  among  the  ^Macedonian  spears,  not  sparing 
feemselves,  thinking  only  to  wound  and  kill,  without  re- 
:ardof  what  they  suft'ered.  After  a  long  and  obstinate 
ight,  the  first  giving  ground  is  reported  to  have  been  wnere 
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Pyrrhus  himself  engiiged  with  extranrdinary  courage;  but 
they  were  most  carried  away  by  tlie  overwhelming  force  ol 
the  elephants,  not  being  able  to  make  use  of  their  valor,  but 
overthrown  as  it  were  by  tlie  irruption  of  a  sea  or  an  earth- 
quake, before  which  it  seemed  better  to  give  way  than  to 
die  without  doing  anything,  and  not  gain  the  least  advan- 
tage by  suffering  the  utmost  extremity,  the  retreat  to  theii 
camp  not  being  far.  llieronymus  says,  there  fell  six  thou- 
sand of  the  Romans,  and  of  Pyrrhus's  men,  the  king's  own 
commentaries  reported  three  thousand  five  hundred  and 
fifty  lost  in  this  action.  Dionysius,  however,  neither  gives 
any  account  of  two  engagements  at  Asculum,  nor  allows 
the  Romans  to  have  beea  certainly  beaten,  stating  that  once 
only,  after  they  had  fought  till  sunset,  both  armies  were 
unwillingly  separated  by  the  night,  Pyrrhus  being  wounded 
by  a  javelin  in  the  arm,  and  his  baggage  plundered  by  the 
Samnites,  that  in  all  there  died  of  Pyrrhus's  men  and  the 
Romans  above  fifteen  thousand.  The  armies  separated; 
and,  it  is  said,  Pyrrhus  replied  to  one  that  gave  him  joy  of 
his  victory  that  one  other  such  would  utterly  undo  him. 
For  he  had  lost  a  great  part  of  the  forces  he  brought  with 
him,  and  almost  all  his  particular  friends  and  principal  com- 
manders ;  there  were  no  others  there  to  make  recruits,  and 
he  found  the  confederates  in  Italy  backward.  Oh  the  other 
hand,  as  from  a  fountain  continually  flowing  out  of  the 
city>  the  Roman  camp  was  quickly  and  plentifully  filled  up 
with  fresh  men,  not  at  all  abating  in  courage  for  the  losses 
they  sustained,  but  even  from  their  very  anger  gaining  new 
force  and  resolution  to  go  on  with  the  war. 

Among  these  difficulties  he  fell  again  into  new  hopes  and 
projects  distracting  his  purposes.  For  at  the  same  time 
some  persons  arrived  from  Sicily,  offering  into  his  handl 
the  cities  of  Agrigentum,  Syracuse,  and  Leontini,  and  begf 
ging  his  assistance  to  drive  out  the  Carthaginians,  ani  ri(, 
the  island  of  tyrants;  and  ethers  brought  him  nev.s  outo 
Greece  that  Ptolemy,  called  C  ramus,  was  slain  in  a  .^.gbt 
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and  his  army  cut  in  pieces  by  the  Gauls,  and  that  now 
above  all  others,  was  his  time  to  offer  himself  to  the  Mace- 
donians, in  great  need  of  a  king.    Complaining  much-  of 
fortune  for  bringing  him  so  many  occasions  of  great  things 
all  together  at  a  time,  and  thinking  that  to  have  both 
offered  to  him,  was  to  lose  one  of  them,  he  was  doubtful, 
balancing  in  his  thoughts.    But  the  affairs  of  Sicily  seem- 
ing to  hold  out  the  greater  prospects,  Africa  lying  so  near, 
he  turned  himself  to  them,  and  presently  despatched  away 
Cineas,  as  he  used  to  do,  to  make  terms  beforehand  with 
the  cities.   Then  he  placed  a  garrison  in  Tarentum,  much 
to  the  Tarentines'  discontent,  who  required  him  either  to 
pei'form  what  he  came  for,  and  continue  with  them  in  a 
war  against  the  Romans,  or  leave  the  city  as  he  found  it. 
He  returned  no  pleasing  answer,  but  commanded  them  to 
be  quiet  and  attend  his  time,  and  so  sailed  away.  Being 
arrived  in  Sicily,  what  he  had  designed  in  his  hopes  was 
confirmed  effectually,  and  the  cities  frankly  surrendered 
to  him ;  and  wherever  his  arms  and  force  were  necessary, 
nothing  at  first  made  any  considerable  resistance.  For 
advancing   with  thirty   thousand   foot,   and  twenty-five 
hmidred  horse,  and  two  hundred  ships,  he  totally  routed 
the  Phoenicians,  and  overran  their  whole  province,  and 
Eryx  being  the  strongest  town  they  held,  and  having  a 
great  garrison  in  it,  he  resolved  to  take  it  by  storm.  The 
army  being  in  readiness  to  give  the  assault,  he  put  on  his 
arms,  and  coming  to  the  head  of  his  men  made  a  vow  of 
plays  and  sacrifices  in  honor  to  Hercules,  if  he  signalized 
hunself  in  that  day's  action  before  the  Greeks  that  dwelt  in 
Sicily,  as  became  his  great  descent  and  his  fortunes.  The 
sign  being  given  by  sound  of  trumpet,  he  first  scattered  the 
barbarians  with  his  shot,  and  then  brought  his  ladders  to 
the  wall,  and  was  the  first  that  mounted  upon,  it  himself 
and,  the  enemy  appearing  in  great  numbers,  he  beat  them 
.back;  some  he  threw  down  from  the  walls  on  each  side, 
j others  he  laid  dead  in  aheap  round  about  him  with  his 
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sword,  nor  did  he  receive;  the  least  wound,  but  by  his  very 
aspect  inspired  terror  in  tlie  enemy ;  and  gave  a  clear  dem. 
onstration  that  Homer  was  in  the  riglit,  and  pronounced 
according  to  the  truth  of  fact,  that  fortitude  alone,  of  all 
the  virtues,  is  wont  to  display  itself  in  divine  transports 
and  frenzies.  The  city  being  taken,  he  offered  to  Hercules 
most  magnificently,  and  exhibited  all  varieties  of  shows  and 
plays. 

A  sort  of  barbarous  people  about  Messena,  called  ^lani- 
ertines,  gave  much  trouble  to  the  Greeks,  and  put  several 
of  them  under  contribution.  These  being  numerous  and 
valiant  (  from  whence  they  had  their  name,  equi\  alent  in  llie 
Latin  tongue  to  warlike),  he  first  intercepted  the  collectors 
of  the  contribution  money,  and  cut  them  off,  then  beat  them 
in  open  fight,  and  destroyed  many  of  their  places  of 
strength.  The  Carthaginians  being  now  inclined  to  compo- 
sition, and  offering  him  a  round  sum  of  money,  and  to  fur- 
nish him  with  shipping,  if  a  peace  were  concluded,  he  told 
them  plainly,  aspiring  still  to  greater  things,  there  was  but 
one  way  for  a  friendship  and  right  understanding  between 
them,  if  they,  wholly  abandoning  Sicily,  would  consent  to 
make  the  African  sea  the  limit  between  them  and  the  Greeks, 
And  being  elevated  with  his  good  fortune,  and  the  strength 
of  his  forces,  and  pursuing  those  hopes  in  prospect  of  which 
he  first  sailed  thither,  hi;}  immediate  aim  was  at  Africa;  and 
as  he  had  abundance  of  shipping,  but  very  ill  equipped,  ha 
collected  seamen,  not  by  fair  and  gentle  dealing  with  the 
cities,  but  by  force  in  a  haughty  and  insolent  way,  and  men- 
a<  ing  them  with  punishments.  And  as  at  first  he  had  not 
acted  thus,  but  had  been  unusually  indulgent  and  kind, 
ready  to  believe,  and  uneasy  to  none ;  now  of  a  popular 
leader  becoming  a  tyrant  by  tliese  severe  proceedings,  he 
got  the  name  of  an  ungrateful  and  faithless  man.  However, 
they  gave  way  to  tliese  things  as  necessary,  although 
they  took  them  very  ill  ii  um  him ;  and  especially  when  he 
began  to  show  suspicion  of  Thoenon  and  Sosistratus,  menoi 
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the  first  position  in  Syracuse,  who  invited  him  over  into 
Sicily,  and  when  he  was  come,  put  the  cities  into  his  power, 
and  were  most  instrumental  in  all  he  had  done  there  since 
his  arrival,  whom  he  now  would  neither  suffer  to  be  about 
his  person,  nor  leave  at  home  ;  and  when  Sosistratus  out  of 
fear  withdrew  himself,  and  then  he  charged  Thoenon,  as  in 
a  conspiracy  with  the  other,  and  put  him  to  death,  with 
this  all  his  prospects  changed,  not  by  little  and  little,  nor 
in  a  single  place  only,  but  a  mortal  hatred  being  raised  in 
the  cities  against  him,  some  fell  off  to  the  Carthaginians, 
others  called  in  the  Mamertines.  And  seeing  revolts  in  all 
places,  and  desires  of  alteration,  and  a  potent  faction  against 
him,  at  the  same  time  he  received  letters  from  the  Sam- 
nites  and  Tarentines,  who  were  beaten  quite  out  of  the  field, 
and  scarce  able  to  secure  their  towns  against  the  war,  ear- 
nestly begging  his  help.  This  served  as  a  color  to  make  his 
relinquishing  Sicily  no  flight,  nor  a  despair  of  good  success  ; 
but  in  truth  not  being  able  to  manage  Sicily,  which  was  as 
a  ship  laboring  in  a  storm,  and  willing  to  be  out  of  her,  he 
suddenly  threw  himself  over  into  Italy.  It  is  reported  that 
at  his  going  off  he  looked  back  upon  the  island,  and  said  to 
those  about  him,  "  How  brave  a  field  of  war  do  we  leave, 
my  friends,  for  the  Romans  and  Carthaginians  to  fight  in," 
which,  as  he  then  conjectured,  fell  out  indeed  not  long 
after. 

When  he  was  sailing  off,  the  barbarians  having  conspired 
together,  he  was  forced  to  a  fight  with  the  Carthaginians 
m  the  very  road,  and  lost  many  of  his  ships ;  with  the  rest 
he  fled  into  Italy.  There,  about  one  thousand  Mamertines, 
who  had  crossed  the  sea  a  little  before,  though  afraid  to 
engage  him  in  open  field,  setting  upon  him  where  the 
passages  were  difficult,  put  the  whole  army  in  confusion. 
Two  elephants  fell,  and  a  great  part  of  his  rear  was  cut  off. 
He,  therefore,  coming  up  in  person,  repulsed  the  enemy, 
but  ran  into  great  danger  among  men  long  trained  and 
bold  in  war.    His  being  wounded  in  the  head  with  a  sword. 
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and  retiring  a  little  out  of  the  lii;lit,  much  increased  thdl 
confidence,  and  one  of  them  advancing  a  good  way  befon 
the  rest,  large  of  body  and  in  blight  ai-mor,  with  an 
haughty  voice  challenged  him  to  come  forth  if  ho  were 
alive.  Pyrrhus,  in  great  anger,  broke  away  violently  from 
his  guards,  and,  in  his  fury,  besmeared  with  blood,  terrible 
to  look  upon,  made  his  way  through  his  own  men,  and 
struck  the  barbarian  on  the  head  with  liis  sword  such  a 
blow,  as  with  the  strength  of  his  arm,  and  the  excellent 
temper  of  the  weapon,  passed  downward  so  far  that  hia 
body  being  cut  asunder  fell  in  two  pieces.  This  stopped 
the  course  of  the  barbarians,  amazed  and  confounded  at 
Pyrrhus,  as  one  more  than  man ;  so  that  continuing  hia 
march  all  the  rest  of  the  way  undisturbed,  he  arrived  at 
Tarentum  with  twenty  thousand  foot  and  three  thousand 
horse,  where,  reinforcing  himself  with  the  choicest  troops 
of  the  Tarentines,  he  advanced  immediately  against  the 
Romans,  who  then  lay  encamped  in  the  territories  of  the 
Samnites,  whose  affairs  were  extremely  shattered,  and 
their  counsels  broken,  having  been  in  many  fights  beaten 
by  the  Romans.  There  was  also  a  discontent  amongst 
them  at  Pyn-hus  for  his  expedition  into  Sicil}',  so  that  i.ot 
maiiy  came  in  to  join  him. 

He  divided  his  army  into  two  parts,  and  despatched  the 
first  into  Lucania  to  oppose  one  of  the  consuls  there,  so 
that  he  should  not  come  in  to  assist  the  other ;  the  rest  he 
led  against  Manius  Curius,  who  had  posted  himself  very 
advantageously  near  Beneventum,  and  expected  the  othei 
consul's  forces,  and  partly  because  the  priests  had  dis 
suaded  him  by  unfavorable  omens,  was  resolved  to  reuiaic 
inactive.  Pyrrhus,  hastening  to  attack  these  before  the 
other  could  ai  rive,  with  his  best  men,  and  the  most  ser> 
viceable  elephants,  marched  in  the  night  toward  tbeil 
camp.  But  being  forced  to  go  nnnid  about,  and  through  a 
very  woody  country,  their  li,i;lits  failed  them,  and  the  sol' 
diers  lost  their  way     A  council  of  war  being  called,  whih 
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they  were  in  debate,  the  night  was  spent,  and,  at  the  break 
of  day,  his  approach,  as  he  came  down  the  hills,  was  dis- 
covered by  the  enemy,  and  put  the  whole  camp  into  dis- 
order and  tumult.  But  the  sacrifices  being  auspicious,  and 
the  time  absolutely  obliging  them  to  fight,  Manius  drew 
his  troops  out  of  the  trenches,  and  attacked  the  vanguard, 
and,  having  routed  them  all,  put  the  whole  army  into  con- 
sternation, so  that  many  were  cut  oif,  and  some  of  the 
elephants  taken.  This  success  drew  on  Manius  into  the 
level  plain,  and  here,  in  open  battle,  he  defeated  part  of  the 
enemy;  but,  in  other  quarters,  finding  himself  overpowered 
by  the  elephants  and  forced  back  to  his  trenches,  he  com- 
manded out  those  who  were  left  to  guard  them,  a  numer- 
ous body,  standing  thick  at  the  ramparts,  all  in  arms  and 
fresh.  These  coming  down  from  their  strong  position,  and 
charging  the  elephants,  forced  them  to  retire ;  and  they  in 
the  flight  turning  back  upon  their  own  men,  caused  great 
disorder  and  confusion,  and  gave  into  the  hands  of  the 
Romans  the  victory,  and  the  future  supremacy.  Having 
obtained  from  these  efforts,  and  these  contests,  the  feeling 
as  well  as  the  fame  of  invincible  strength,  they  at  once 
reduced  Italy  under  their  power,  and  not  long  after  Sicily 
too. 

Thus  fell  Pyrrhus  from  his  Italian  and  Sicilian  hopes, 
after  he  had  consumed  six  years  in  these  wars,  and  though 
unsuccessful  in  his  affairs,  yet  preserved  his  courage  un- 
conquerable among  all  these  misfortunes,  and  was  held, 
for  military  experience,  and  personal  valor  and  enterprise, 
much  the  bravest  of  all  the  princes  of  his  time,  only  what 
he  got  by  great  actions  he  lost  again  by  vain  hopes  and  by 
new  desires  of  what  he  had  not,  kept  nothing  of  what  he 
had.  So  that  Antigonus  used  to  compare  him  to  a  player 
with  dice,  who  had  excellent  throws,  but  knew  not  how  to 
use  them.  He  returned  into  Epirus  with  eight  thousand 
foot  and  five  hundred  horse,  and  for  want  of  money  to  pay 
them,  was  fain  to  look  out  for  a  new  war  tc  maintain  tho 
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army.  Some  of  the  Gauls  joining  him,  he  invaded  Mac© 
donia,  where  Antigonus,  son  of  Demetrius,  governed, 
designing  merely  to  plunder  and  waste  the  country.  But 
after  he  had  made  himself  master  of  several  towns,  and 
two  thousand  men  came  over  to  him,  he  began  to  hope 
for  something  greater,  and  adventured  upon  Antigonus 
himself,  and  meeting  him  at  a  narrow  passage,  put  the 
whole  army  in  disorder.  The  Gauls,  who  brought  up 
Antigonus's  rear,  were  very  numerous  and  stood  firm,  but 
after  a  sharp  encounter,  the  greatest  part  of  them  were  cut 
off,  and  they  who  had  the  charge  of  the  elephants  being 
surrounded  every  way,  delivered  up  both  themselves  and 
the  beasts,  Pyrrhus,  taking  this  advantage,  and  advising 
more  with  his  good  fortune  than  his  reason,  boldly  set 
upon  the  main  body  of  the  Macedonian  foot,  already  sur- 
prised  with  fear,  and  troubled  at  the  former  loss.  They 
declined  any  action  or  engagement  with  him  ;  and  he,  hold- 
ing out  his  hand  and  calling  aloud  both  to  the  superior 
and  under  officers  by  name,  brought  over  the  foot  from 
Antigonus,  who,  flying  away  secretly,  was  only  able  to  retain 
some  of  the  seaport  towns.  Pyrrhus,  among  all  these 
kindnesses  of  fortune,  thinking  what  he  had  effected 
against  the  Gauls  the  most  advantageous  for  his  glory, 
hung  up  their  richest  and  goodliest  spoils  in  the  temple 
of  Minerva  Itonis,  with  this  inscription 

Pyhrrus,  descendant  of  Molossian  kings. 
These  shields  to  thee,  Itonian  goddess,  brings. 
Won  from  the  valiant  Grauls  when  in  the  flght 
Antigonus  and  all  his  host  took  flight; 
Tis  not  to-day  or  yesterday  alone 
That  for  brave  deeds  the  ^cidse  are  known. 

After  this  victory  in  the  field,  he  proceeded  to  secure  the 
cities,  and  having  possessed  himself  of  Mg3d,  beside  other 
hardships  put  upon  the  people  there,  he  left  in  the  town  a 
garrison  of  Gauls,  some  of  those  in  his  own  army,  who  being 
insatiably  desirous  of  wealth,  instantly  dug  up  the  tomb? 
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of  the  kings  that  lay  buried  there,  and  took  away  the  riches, 
and  insolently  scattered  about  their  bones.  Pyrrhus,  in  ap- 
pearance, made  no  great  matter  of  it,  either  deferring  it  on 
account  of  the  pressure  of  other  business,  or  wholly  passing 
it  by,  out  of  fear  of  punishing  those  barbarians  ;  but  this 
made  him  very  ill  spoken  of  among  the  Macedonians,  and  his 
affairs  being  yet  unsettled  and  brought  to  no  firm  consist- 
ence,  he  began  to  entertain  new  hopes  and  projects,  and  in 
raillery  called  Antigonus  a  shameless  man,  for  still  wearhig 
liis  purple  and  not  changing  it  for  an  ordinary  dress ;  but 
upon  Cleonymus,  the  Spartan,  arriving  and  inviting  him  to 
Lacedaemon,  he  frankly  embraced  the  overture.  Cleonymus 
was  of  royal  descent,  but  seeming  too  arbitrary  and  abso- 
lute, had  no  great  respect  nor  credit  at  home  ;  and  Areus 
was  king  there.  This  was  the  occasion  of  an  old  and  public 
grudge  between  him  and  the  citizens ;  but,  beside  that, 
Cleonymus,  in  his  old  age,  had  married  a  young  lady  of 
great  beauty  and  royal  blood,  Chilonis,  daughter  of  Leoty- 
chides,  who,  falling  desperately  in  love  with  Acrotatus, 
Areus's  son,  a  youth  in  the  flower  of  manhood,  rendered 
this  match  both  uneasy  and  dishonorable  to  Cleonymus,  as 
there  was  none  of  the  Spartans  who  did  not  very  well  know 
how  much  his  wife  slighted  him  ;  so  these  domestic  troubles 
added  to  his  public  discontent.  He  brought  Pyrrhus  to 
Sparta  with  an  army  of  twenty-five  thousand  foot,  two 
thousand  horse,  and  twenty-four  elephants.  So  great  a 
preparation  made  it  evident  to  the  whole  world,  that  he 
came  not  so  much  to  gain  Sparta  for  Cleonymus,  as  to  take 
all  Peloponnesus  for  himself,  although  he  expressly  denied 
this  to  the  Lacedaemonian  ambassadors  that  came  to  him 
at  Megalopolis,  aflSrming  he  came  to  deliver  the  cities  from 
the  slavery  of  Antigonus,  and  declaring  he  would  send  his 
younger  sons  to  Sparta,  if  he  might,  to  be  brought  up  in 
Spartan  habits,  that  so  they  might  be  better  bred  than  all 
other  kings.  With  these  pretensions  amusing  those  who 
came  to  meet  him  in  his  march,  as  soon  as  ever  he  entered 
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Laconia  Tic  began  to  plunder  and  waste  the  country,  and  on 
the  ambassadors  complaining  that  he  began  the  war  upon 
them  before  it  was  proclaimed:  "We  know,"  said  he, 
"  very  well  that  neither  do  you  Spartans,  when  you  design 
anything,  talk  of  it  beforehand."  One  Mandroclidas,  then 
present,  told  him,  in  the  broad  Spartan  dialect ;  "  If  you 
are  a  god,  you  will  do  us  no  harm,  we  are  wronging  no 
man  ;  but  if  you  are  a  man,  there  may  be  another  stronger 
than  you." 

He  now  marched  away  directly  for  Lacedseraon,  and 
being  advised  by  Cleonymus  to  give  the  assault  as  soon  as 
he  arrived,  fearing,  as  it  is  said,  lest  the  soldiers,  entering 
by  night,  should  plunder  the  city,  he  answered,  they  might 
do  it  as  well  next  morning,  because  there  were  but  few 
soldiers  in  town,  and  those  unprovided  against  his  sudden 
approach,  as  Areus  was  not  there  in  person,  but  gone  to 
aid  the  Gortynians  in  Crete.  And  it  was  tliis  alone  that 
saved  the  town,  because  he  despised  it  as  not  tenable,  and 
so  imagining  no  defence  would  be  made,  he  sat  down 
before  it  that  night.  Cleonymus's  friends,  and  the  Helots, 
his  domestic  servants,  had  made  great  preparation  at  his 
house,  as  expecting  Pyrrhus  there  at  supper.  In  the  night 
the  Lacedaemonians  held  a  consultation  to  ship  over  all  the 
women  into  Crete,  but  they  unanimously  refused,  and 
Archidamia  came  into  the  senate  with  a  sword  in  her 
hand,  in  the  name  of  them  all,  asking  if  the  men  expected 
the  women  to  survive  the  ruins  of  Sparta.  It  was  next 
resolved  to  draw  a  trench  in  a  line  directly  over  against  the 
enemy's  camp,  and,  here  and  there  in  it,  to  sink  wagons 
in  the  ground,  as  deep  as  tlie  naves  of  the  wheels,  that,  so 
being  firmly  fixed,  they  might  obstruct  the  passage  of  the 
elephants.  When  tliey  had  just  begun  the  work,  both 
maids  and  women  came  to  them,  the  married  women  with 
tlieir  robes  tied  like  girdles  round  their  underfrocks,  and 
the  unmarried  girls  in  their  single  frocks  only,  to  assist  tli6 
elder  men  at  the  work.   As  for  the  youth  that  were  nex» 
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day  to  engage,  they  left  them  to  their  rest,  and  undertaking 
their  proportion,  they  themselves  finished  a  third  part 
of  the  trench,  which  was  in  breadth  six  cubits,  four  in 
depth,  and  eight  hundred  feet  long,  as  Phylarchus  says ; 
Hieronymus  makes  it  somewhat  less.  The  enemy  begin- 
ning to  move  by  break  of  day,  they  brought  their  arms  to 
the  young  men,  and  giving  them  also  in  charge  the  trench, 
exhorted  them  to  defend  and  keep  it  bravely,  as  it  would 
be  happy  for  them  to  conquer  in  the  view  of  their  whole 
country,  and  glorious  to  die  in  the  arms  of  their  motliers 
and  wives,  falling  as  became  Spartans.  As  for  Chilonis, 
she  retired  with  a  halter  about  her  neck,  resolving  to  die 
so  rather  than  fall  into  the  hands  of  Cleonymus,  if  the  city 
were  taken. 

Pyrrhus  himself,  in  person,  advanced  with  his  foot  to 
force  through  the  shields  of  the  Spartans  ranged  against 
him,  and  to  get  over  the  trench,  which  was  scarce  passable, 
because  the  looseness  of  the  fresh  earth  afforded  no  firm 
footing  for  the  soldiers.  Ptolemy,  his  son,  with  two 
thousand  Gauls,  and  some  choice  men  of  the  Chaonians 
went  around  the  trench,  and  endeavored  to  get  over  where 
the  wagons  were.  But  they,  being  so  deep  in  the  ground, 
and  placed  close  together,  not  only  made  his  passage,  but 
also  the  defence  of  the  Lacedsemonians,  very  troublesome. 
Yet  now  the  Gauls  had  got  the  wheels  out  of  the  ground, 
and  were  drawing  off  the  wagons  toward  the  river,  when 
young  Acrotatus,  seeing  the  danger,  passing  through  the 
town  with  three  hundred  men,  surrounded  Ptolemy  undis- 
cerned,  taking  the  advantage  of  some  slopes  of  the  ground, 
until  he  fell  upon  his  rear,  and  forced  him  to  wlieel  about. 
And  thrusting  one  another  into  the  ditch,  and  falling 
among  the  wagons,  at  last  with  much  loss,  not  without 
diflculty,  they  withdrew.  The  elderly  men  and  all  the 
vromen  saw  this  brave  action  of  Acrotatus,  and  when  he 
returned  back  into  the  town  to  his  first  post,  all  covered 
«rith  blood  and  fierce  and  elate  with  victory,  he  seemed  to 
24 
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the  Spartan  ^vonlen  to  liave  Leconie  taller  and  more  beauti 
ful  than  before,  and  they  envied  Chilonis  so  worthy  a  lover. 
And  some  of  the  old  men  followed  him,  crying  aloud,  «  Go 
on,  Acrotatus,  be  happy  with  Chilonis,  and  beget  brave 
sons  for  Sparta."  Where  Pyrrhus  himself  fought  was  th* 
hottest  of  the  action  and  many  of  the  Spartans  did  gallant- 
ly, but  in  particular  one  Phyllius  signalized  himself,  made 
the  best  resistance,  and  killed  most  assailants ;  and  when 
he  found  himself  ready  to  sink  with  the  many  wounds  he 
had  received,  retiring  a  little  out  of  his  place  behind 
another,  he  fell  down  among  his  fellow-soldiers,  that  the 
enemy  might  not  carry  off  his  body.  The  fight  ended  with 
the  day,  and  Pyrrhus,  in  his  sleep,  dreamed  that  he  drew 
thunderbolts  upon  Lacedsemon,  and  set  it  all  on  Are,  and 
rejoiced  at  the  sight ;  and  waking,  in  this  transport  of  joy, 
he  commanded  his  officers  to  get  all  things  ready  for  a 
second  assault,  and  relating  his  dream  among  his  friends, 
supposing  it  to  mean  that  he  should  take  the  town  by 
storm,  the  rest  assented  to  it  with  admiration,  but  Lysi- 
machus  was  not  pleased  with  the  dream,  and  told  him  he 
feared  lest  as  places  struck  with  lightning  are  held  sacred, 
and  not  to  be  trodden  upon,  so  the  gods  might  by  this  let 
him  know  the  city  should  not  be  taken.  Pyrrhus  replied, 
that  all  these  things  were  but  idle  talk,  full  of  uncertainty, 
and  only  fit  to  amuse  the  vulgar ;  their  thought,  with  their 
swords  in  their  hands,  should  always  be 

The  one  good  omen  is  king  Pyrrhus's  cause, 

and  so  got  up,  and  drew  out  his  army  to  the  walls  by  break 
of  day.  The  Lacedaemonians,  in  resolution  and  courage^ 
made  a  defence  even  beyond  their  power ;  the  women  Avere 
all  by,  helping  them  to  arms,  and  bringing  bread  and  drink 
to  those  that  desired  it,  and  taking  care  of  the  wounded. 
The  Macedonians  attempted  to  fill  up  the  trench,  bringing 
huge  quantities  of  materials  and  thi  owing  them  upon  the 
arms  and  dead  bodies,  that  lay  there  and  were  covered  ovet 
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WTiile  the  Lacedseraonians  opposed  this  with  all  their  force, 
Pyrrhus,  in  person,  appeared  on  their  side  of  the  trench 
and  the  wagons,  pressing  on  horseback  toward  the  city,  at 
which  the  men  who  had  that  post  calling  ont,  and  the 
women  shrieking  and  running  about,  while  Pyrrhus  vio- 
lently pushed  on,  and  beat  down  all  that  disputed  his  way, 
his  horse  received  a  shot  in  the  belly  from  a  Cretan  arrow, 
»nd,  in  his  convulsions  as  he  died,  threw  off  Pyrrhus  on 
slippery  and  steep  ground.  And  all  about  him  being  in 
confusion  at  this,  the  Spartans  came  boldly  up,  and  making 
good  use  of  their  missiles,  forced  them  off  again.  After 
this  Pyrrhus,  in  other  quarters  also,  put  an  end  to  the  com- 
bat, imagining  the  Lacedfemonians  would  be  hiclined  to 
yield,  as  almost  all  of  them  were  wounded,  and  very  great 
numbers  killed  outright ;  but  the  good  fortune  of  the  city, 
either  satisfied  with  the  experiment  upon  the  bravery  of 
the  citizens,  or  willing  to  prove  how  much  even  in  the  last 
extremities  such  interposition  may  effect,  brought,  when 
the  Lacedaemonians  had  now  but  very  slender  hopes  left, 
Aminias,  thePhocian,  one  of  ^Vntigonus's  commanders,  from 
Corinth  to  their  assistance,  with  a  force  of  mercenaries ; 
and  they  were  no  sooner  received  into  the  town,  but  Areus 
their  king,  arrived  there  himself,  too,  from  Crete,  with  two 
thousand  men  more.  The  women  upon  this  went  all  home 
to  their  houses,  finding  it  no  longer  necessary  for  them  to 
meddle  with  the  business  of  the  war  ;  and  they  also  were 
sent  back,  who,  though  not  of  military  age,  were  by  ne- 
cessity forced  to  take  arms,  while  the  rest  prepared  to  fight 
Pyrrhus. 

He,  upon  the  coming  of  these  additional  forces,  was  in- 
deed possessed  with  a  more  eager  desire  and  ambition  than 
before,  to  make  himself  master  of  the  town ;  but  his  designs 
not  succeeding,  and  receiving  fresh  losses  every  day,  he  gave 
over  the  siege,  and  fell  to  plundering  the  country,  determin- 
ing to  winter  thereabout.  But  fate  is  unavoidable,  and 
a  great  feud  happening  at  Argos  between  Aristeas  and 
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Aristippns,  two  principal  citizens,  nfiw  Aristippus  had 
resolved  to  make  nse  of  tlie  friendship  of  Antigonus,  Aristeas 
to  anticipate  him  invited  Pj^rrhus  thither.  And  he  always 
revolving  hopes  upon  hopes,  and  treating  all  his  successes 
as  occasions  of  more,  and  his  reverses  as  defects  to  be 
amended  by  new  enterprises,  allowed  neither  losses  nor 
victories  to  limit  him  in  his  receiving  or  giving  trouble,  and 
so  presently  went  for  Argos.  Areas,  by  frequent  ambushes, 
and  seizing  positions  where  the  ways  were  most  unpi-ac- 
ticable,  harassed  the  Gauls  and  Molossians  that  brought 
up  the  rear.  It  had  been  told  Pyrrhus  by  one  of  the 
priests  that  found  the  liver  of  the  sacrificed  beast  imper- 
feet,  that  some  of  his  near  relations  would  be  lost ;  in  this 
tumult  and  disorder  of  his  rear,  forgetting  the  prediction, 
he  commanded  out  his  son  Ptolemy  with  some  of  his 
guards  to  their  assistance,  while  he  himself  led  on  the 
main  body  rapidly  out  of  the  pass.  And  the  fight  being  very 
warm  where  Ptolemy  was  (for  the  most  select  men  of  the 
Lacedaemonians,  commanded  by  Evalcus,were  there  engaged, 
one  Oryssus  of  Aptera  in  Crete,  a  stout  man  and  swift  of 
foot,  running  on  one  side  of  the  young  prince,  as  he  was 
fighting  bravely,  gave  him  a  mortal  wound  and  slew  him. 
On  his  fall  those  about  him  turned  their  backs,  and  the 
Lacedaemonian  horse,  pursuing  and  cutting  off  man}',  got 
into  the  open  plain,  and  found  themselves  engaged  witli  the 
enemy  before  they  Avere  aware,  without  their  infantry; 
Pyrrhus,  who  had  received  the  ill  news  of  his  son,  and  was 
in  great  afiiiction,  drew  out  his  Molossian  horse  against 
them,  and  charging  at  the  head  of  his  men,  satiated  himself 
with  the  blood  and  slaughter  of  the  Lacedaemonians,  as 
indeed  he  always  sliowed  himself  a  terrible  and  invincible 
hero  in  actual  fight,  but  now  he  exceeded  all  he  had  ever 
done  before  in  courage  and  force.  On  his  riding  his  horse 
up  to  Evalcus,  lie,  by  declining  a  little  to  one  side,  had  almost 
cut  off  Pyrrhus's  hand  in  which  he  held  the  reins,  but 
lighting  on  the  reins,  only  cut  them ;  at  the  same  msiant 
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Pyrrhus,  running  him  through  with  his  spear,  fell  from 
his  horse,  and  there  on  foot  as  he  was,  proceeded  to  slaugh- 
ter all  those  choice  men  that  fought  about  the  body  of 
Evalcus;  a  severe  additional  loss  to  Sparta,  incurred  after 
the  war  itself  was  now  at  an  end,  by  the  mere  animosity 
of  the  commanders.  Pyrrhus  having  thus  offered,  as  it 
were,  a  sacrifice  to  the  ghost  of  his  son,  and  fought  a 
glorious  battle  in  honor  of  his  obsequies,  and  having  vented 
aiuch  of  his  pain  in  action  against  the  enemy,  marched 
away  to  Argos.  And  having  intelligence  that  Antigonus 
was  already  in  possession  of  the  high  grounds,  he  encamped 
about  Nauplia,  and  the  next  day  despatched  a  herald  to 
Antigonus  calling  him  a  villain,  and  challenging  him  to 
descend  into  the  plain  field  and  fight  with  him  for  the 
kingdom.  He  answered,  that  his  conduct  should  be 
measured  by  times  as  well  as  by  arms,  and  that  if  Pyrrhus 
had  no  leisure  to  live,  there  were  ways  enough  open  to 
death.  To  both  the  kings,  also,  came  ambassadors  from 
Argos,  desiring  each  party  to  retreat,  and  to  allow  the  city 
to  remain  in  friendship  with  both,  without  falling  into  the 
hands  of  either.  Antigonus  was  persuaded,  and  sent  his 
son  as  a  hostage  to  the  Argives ;  but  Pyrrhus,  although 
he  consented  to  retire,  yet,  as  he  sent  no  hostage,  was  sus- 
pected. A  remarkable  portent  happened  at  this  time  to 
Pyrrhus  ;  the  heads  of  the  sacrificed  oxen,  lying  apart  from 
the  bodies,  were  seen  to  thrust  out  their  tongues  and  lick 
up  their  own  gore.  And  in  the  city  of  Argos,  the  priestess 
of  Apollo  Lycius  rushed  out  of  the  temple,  crying  she  saw 
the  city  full  of  carcasses  and  slaughter,  and  an  eagle  com- 
ing out  to  fight,  and  presently  vanishing  again. 

In  the  dead  of  the  night,  Pyrrhus,  approaching  the  walls, 
and  finding  the  gate  called  Diamperes  set  open  for  them 
by  Aristeas,  was  undiscovered  long  enough  to  allow  all  his 
Gauls  to  enter  and  take  possession  of  the  market-place. 
But  the  gate  being  too  low  to  let  in  the  elephants,  they 
Were  obliged  to  take  down  the  towers  which  they  carried 
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of  them  have  the  first,  which  Posidonius  iiiiaghies  thfte 
proper  name  with  the  Rdinaiis.    Of  the  other  two,  one  was"-- 
common  to  the  \\iiole  family,  r(>!ii[)eii,  Manlii,  Cornelii 
(as  with  us  Greeks,  the  Ileraclidfe,  and  Pelopidae),  the  other  r 
titular,  and  personal,  taken  either  from  their  natures,  or ) 
actions,  or  bodily  characteristics,  as  Macrinus,  Torquatus, 
Sylla;  such  as  are  Mnemon,  Grypus,  or  Callinicus  among 
the  Greeks.    On  the  subject  of  names,  however,  the  irreg-  h 
ularity  of  custom,  would  we  insist  upon  it,  might  furnish  >. 
us  with  discourse  enough. 

There  is  a  likeness  of  Marius  in  stone  at  Rjivenna,  in  e 
Gaul,  which  I  myself  saw,  quite  corresponding  with  that  a 
roughness  and  harshness  of  character  that  is  ascribed  to,n 
him.  Being  naturally  valiant  and  warlike,  and  more  aoly 
quainted  also  with  the  discipline  of  the  camp  than  of  th€«, 
city,  he  could  not  moderate  his  passion  when  in  authority. 
He  is  said  never  to  have  either  studied  Greek,  or  to  liavcof 
use  of  that  language  in  any  matter  of  consequence  ;  think-s, 
ing  it  ridiculous  to  bestow  time  in  that  learning,  thtec 
teachers  of  which  were  little  better  than  slaves.  So  afte.led 
his  second  triumph,  when  at  the  dedication  of  a  temple  hfor- 
presented  some  shows  after  the  Greek  fashion,  coming  intins, 
the  theatre,  he  only  sat  down  and  immediately  r.epartedtdy 
And,  accordingly,  as  Plato  used  to  say  to  Xenocrates  thitoa 
philosopher,  who  was  thought  to  show  more  than  ordinarynd 
harshness  of  disposition,  "  I  pray  you,  good  Xenocrates,^ 
sacrifice  tc  the  Graces ; "  so  if  any  could  have  persuaded-ej 
IMarius  to  pay  his  devotions  to  the  Greek  Muses  and  Gracesfj^ 
he  had  never  brought  his  incomparable  actions,  both  ir.r  ( 
war  and  peace,  to  so  unworthy  a  conclusion,  or  wrecker:8l] 
himself,  so  to  say,  upon  an  old  age  of  cruelty  and  vindictive 
ness,  through  passion,  ill-timed  ambition,  and  insatiaVll 
cupidity.  But  tliis  will  further  appear  by  and  by  fijje  sas 
the  facts.  as'butflf 

He  was  born  of  parents  altogether  obscure  and  in^Heged,  tto 
who  supported  themselves  by  their  daily  labor;  b.v  goidffj* 
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imd  that  his  servant  brought  him  a  cup,  and  as  soon  as  he 
had  drunk,  departed ;  he  was,  however,  excluded  from  the 
senate  by  the  succeeding  censors,  and  not  undeservedly 
either,  as  was  thought,  whether  it  might  be  for  his  false 
evidence,  or  his  want  of  temperance.  Caius  Herennius 
was  also  cited  to  appear  as  evidence,  but  pleaded  that  it 
was  not  customary  for  a  patron  (the  Roman  word  for 
protector)  to  witness  against  his  clients,  and  that  the  law 
Excused  them  from  that  hftrsh  duty  ;  and  both  Marius  and 
his  parents  had  always  been  clients  to  the  family  of  Her- 
ennii.  And  when  the  judges  would  have  accepted  of  this 
plea,  Marius  himself  opposed  it,  an'd  told  Herennius,  that 
when  he  was  first  created  magistrate  he  ceased  to  be 
his  client;  which  was  not  altogether  true.  For  it  is  not 
every  office  that  frees  clients  and  their  posterity  from  the 
observance  due  to  their  patrons,  but  only  those  to  which 
the  law  has  assigned  a  curule  chair.  Notwithstanding, 
though  at  the  beginning  of  the  suit  it  went  somewhat  hard 
■with  Marius,  and  he  found  the  judges  no  way  favorable  to 
Mm,  yet  at  last,  their  voices  being  equal,  contrary  to  all 
'expectation,  he  was  acquitted. 

"  In  his  prsetorship  he  did  not  get  much  honor,  yet  after  it 
'te  obtained  the  further  Spain ;  which  jirovince  he  is  said 
to  have  cleared  of  robbers,  with  which  it  was  much  infested, 
the  old  barbarous  habits  still  prevailing,  and  the  Spaniards, 
'b  those  days,  still  regarding  robbery  as  a  piece  of  valor. 
■^In  the  city  he  had  neither  riches  nor  eloquence  to  trust  to, 
%ith  which  the  leading  men  of  the  time  obtained  power 
'  with  the  people,  but  his  vehement  disposition,  his  indefati- 
'''jable  labors,  and  his  plain  way  of  living,  of  themselves  gained 
'"  im  esteem  and  influence  ;  so  that  he  made  an  honorable 
with  Julia,  of  the  distinguished  family  of  the  Caesars, 
|*Whom  that  Caesar  was  nephew  who»was  afterwards  so 
^'wwajt  among  the  Romans,  and,  in  somd  degree,  from  his 
'^^Ekeapnship,  made  Marius  his  example,  as  in  bis  life  we 
'**)rity,ii^8erYei 
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Marius  is  praisc.l  for  Loth  tempenmcc  and  endnr^;^ 
u-hich  latter  he  gave  a  decided  instance  m  an  ope^^^ 
snrgerv.  For  having,  as  it  seems,  both  Ins  legs  full  ot^^.  ^^^^^ 
tnn^rs,  and  dislildng  the  deformity,  he  determined  r  ^^^^ 
himself  into  the  hands  of  an  operator  ;  when,  without  =  ^^j 
tied,  he  stretched  out  one  of  his  legs,  and  silently,  wi^'  ^ 
changing  countenance,  endured  most  excessive  ton'*  ^ 
in  the  cutting,  never  either  flinching  or  complaining fl'** 
when  the  surgeon  went  to  the  other,  he  declined  to  liiiik*^"' 
done,  saying,  "  I  see  the  cure  is  not  worth  the  pain."  ll  ^^*^* 

The  consul  Csecilius  Metellus,  being  declared  genenit'^li 
the  war  against  Jugurtha  in  Africa,  took  with  him  I\I;kte»*'' 
for  lieutenant;  where,  eager  himself  to  do  great  deeds'! ® 
services  that  would  get  hiin  distinction,  he  did  not,  ir,]et 
others,  consult  Metellus's  glory  and  the  serving  his  intesdi 
and  attributing  his  honor  of  lieutenancy  not  to  MetejlMJ 
but  to  fortune,  which  had  presented  him  with  a  pniijo 
opportunity  and  theatre  of  great  actions,  he  exerted  hisjh 
most  courage.  That  war,  too,  affording  several  difiacuHjUi 
he  neither  declined  the  greatest,  nor  disdained  undertak,y 
the  least  of  them,  but  surpassing  his  equals  in  counsel 
conduct,  and  matching  the  very  common  soldiers  inliiji 
and  abstemiousness,  he  gained  great  popularity  with  the.,jf 
as  indeed  any  voluntary  partaking  with  people  in  t\j^^ 
labor  is  felt  as  an  easing  of  that  labor,  as  it  seems  to  ta.^ 
away  the  constraint  and  necessity  of  it.  It  is  the  nK^i 
obliging  sight  in  the  world  to  the  Roman  soldier  to  see,ij| 
commander  eat  the  same  bread  as  himself,  or  lie  upon 
ordinary  bed,  or  assist  the  work  in  the  drawing  a  trent,^ 
and  raising  a  bulwark.  For  they  do  not  so  much  adnii^^ 
those  that  confer  honors  and  riclies  upon  them,  as  thoi 
that  partake  of  the  same  labor  and  danger  with  then'' 
selves  ;  but  love  them  better  that  will  vouchsafe  to  joi'' 
in  their  work,  than  those  that  encourage  their  idl< 
ness. 

Marius  thus  employed,  and  thus  winning  the  affection 
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of  the  soldiers,  before  long  filled  both  Africa  and  Konie 
with  Ms  fame,  and  some,  too,  wrote  home  from  the  army 
that  the  war  with  Africa  would  never  be  brought  to  a  con- 
clusion, unless  they  chose  Cains  Marius  consul.    All  which 
was  evidently  unpleasing  to  Metellus  ;  but  what  more 
especially  grieved  him  was  the  calamity  of  Turpi llius. 
This  Turpillius  had,  from  his  ancestors,  been  a  friend  of 
Metellus,  and  kept  up  a  constant  hospitality  with  him,  and 
was  now  serving  in  the  war  in  command  of  the  smiths  and 
carpenters  of  the  army.    TIavin.i;-  the  charge  of  a  garrison 
inYaga,  a  considerable  city,  and  trusting  too  much  to  the 
inhabitants,  because  he  treated  tliem  eiviUy  and  kindly,  he 
unawares  fell  into  the  eiieiiiv's  hands.  '  Tliey  received 
^  Jugurtha  into  the  city  ;  yet  nevertheless,  at  tlieh-  request, 
'"ijurpillius  was  dismissed  safe  and  without  receiving  any 
injury;  whereupon  he  was  accuseil  of  betraying  it  to  the 
enemy.  Marias,  being  one  of  the  council  of'  war,  was  not 
only  violent  against  him  himself,  ])ut  also  incensed  most  of 
Mothers,  so  that  .Aletellus  was  foreod,  mueh  against  his 
^lU,  to  put  him  to  death.    Xot  long  after  the  accusation 
proved  false,  and  when  others  were  comforting  Metellus, 
who  took  heavily  the  loss  of  his  friend,  Marius,  rather  in- 
sulting and  arrogating  it  to  himself,  boasted  in  all  com- 
panies that  he  had  involved  .Metellus  hi  the  guilt  of  putting 
nis  friend  to  death. 

Henceforward  they  were  at  open  variance;  and  it  is  re- 
ported that  Metellus  once,  wlien  3L\rius  was  present,  said 
insultingly,  "You,  sir,  design  to  leave  us  to  go  home  and 
stand  for  the  consulship,  and  will  not  be  content  to  wait 
and  be  consul  with  this  boy  of  mine  ?  "    Metellus's  son  be- 
ing a  mere  boy  at  the  time.    Yet  for  all  this  Marius  being 
^6ry  importunate  to  be  gone,  after  several  delays,  he  was 
<lismissed  about  twelve  days  before  the  election  of  consuls ; 
and  performed  that  long  journey  from  the  camp  to  the  sea- 
poft  of  tJtica,  in  two  days  and  a  night,  and  there  doing 
saoriflce  before  he  went  on  shipboard,  it  is  said  the  augur 
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told  him  that  heaven  promised  him  some  incredible  good 
fortune,  and  such  as  was  beyond  all  expectation.  Maiius, 
not  a  little  elated  with  this  good  omen,  began  his  voyage, 
and  in  four  days,  with  a  favorable  wind,  passed  the  sea; 
he  was  welcomed  with  great  joy  by  the  people,  and  being 
brought  into  the  assembly  by  one  of  the  tribunes,  sued  for 
the  consulship,  inveighing  in  all  ways  against  Melellus, 
and  promising  either  to  slay  Jugurtha  or  take  him  alive. 

lie  was  elected  triumphantly,  and  at  once  proceeded  to 
levy  soldiers  contrary  both  to  law  and  custom,  enlisting 
slaves  and  poor  people ;  whereas  former  commanders  never 
accepted  of  such,  but  bestowed  arms,  like  other  favors,  as 
a  matter  of  distinction,  on  persons  who  had  the  proper 
qualification,  a  man's  property  being  thus  a  sort  of  security 
for  his  good  behavior.  These  were  not  the  only  occasions 
of  ill-will  against  Marius  ;  some  haughty  speeches,  uttered 
with  great  arrogance  and  contempt,  gave  great  offence  to 
the  nobility ;  as,  for  example,  bis  saying  that  he  had  car- 
ried off  the  consulship  as  a  spoil  from  the  effeminacy  of  the 
wealthy  and  high-born  citizens,  and  telling  the  people  that 
he  gloried  in  wounds  he  had  himself  received  for  them,  as 
much  as  others  did  in  the  monuments  of  dead  men,  and 
images  of  their  ancestors.  Often  speaking  of  the  com- 
manders that  had  been  unfortunate  in  Africa,  naming 
Bestia,  for  example,  and  Albinus,  men  of  very  good  families, 
but  unfit  for  war,  and  who  had  miscarried  through  want 
of  experience,  he  asked  the  people  about  him,  if  they  did 
not  think  that  the  ancestors  of  these  nobles  had  much 
rather  have  left  a  descendant  like  him,  since  they  them- 
selves grew  famous  not  by  nobility,  but  by  their  valor  and 
great  actions  ?  This  he  did  not  say  merely  out  of  vanity 
and  arrogance,  or  that  he  were  willing,  without  any  advan- 
tage, to  offend  the  nobility  ;  but  the  people  always  delight- 
ing in  affronts  and  scurrilous  contumelies  against  the  sen- 
ate, making  boldness  of  speech  their  measure  of  greatness 
of  spirit,  continually  encouraged  hiiu  in  it,  and  strengthened 
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Ms  inclination  not  to  spare  persons  of  repute,  so  he  might 
gratify  the  niultitude. 

As  soon  asvhe  arrived  again  in  Africa,  Metellus,  no 
longer  able  to  control  his  feelings  of  jealousy,  and  his  in- 
dignation  that  -fiow  when  he  had  really  finished  the  war, 
and  nothing  was  loft  but  to  secure  the  person  of  Jugur- 
tha,  Marius,  grown  '<»rreat  merely  through  his  ingratitude 
t»  him,  should  come  to  bereave  him  both  of  his  victory 
and  triumph,  could  not  bear  to  have  any  interview  with 
him;  but  retired  himself,  whilst  Rutilius,  his  lieu- 
tenant, surrendered  up  the  army  to  Marius,  whose  con- 
duct, however,  in  the  end  of  the  war,  met  with  some  son, 
of  retribution,  as  Sylla  deprived  him  of  the  glory  of  the 
action  as  he  had  done  Metellus.  I  shall  state  tlie  circum- 
stances briefly  here,  as  they  are  given  at  large  in  the  life  of 
Sylla.  Bocchus  was  king  of  the  more  distant  barbarians, 
and  was  father-in-law  to  Jugurtha,  yet  sent  him  little  or 
no  assistance  in  his  war,  professing  fears  of  his  unfaithful- 
ness, and  really  jealous  of  his  growing  power ;  but  after 
Jugurtha  fled,  and  in  his  distress  came  to  him  as  his  last 
hope,  he  received  him  as  a  suppliant,  rather  because 
ashamed  to  do  otherwise,  than  out  of  real  kindness  ;  and 
when  he  had  him  in  his  po\\  er,  he  openly  entreated  M?  iUS 
on  his  behalf,  and  interceded  for  him  with  hoV^  words, 
giving  out  that  he  would  by  no  means  deliver  him.  Yet 
privately  designing  to  betray  him,  he  sent  for  Lucius  Sylla, 
qusBstor  to  Marius,  and  who  had  on  a  previous  occasion  be- 
friended Bocchus  in  the  war.  When  Sylla,  relying  on  his 
word,  came  to  him,  the  African  began  to  doubt  and  repent 
of  his  purpose,  and  for  several  days  was  unresolved  with 
himself,  whether  he  should  deliver  Jugurtha  or  retain  Sylla ; 
at  length  hp  fixed  upon  his  former  treachery,  and  put 
Jugurtha  alive  into  Sylla's  possession.  Thus  was  the  first 
occasion  given  of  that  fierce  and  implacable  hostility  which 
so  nearly  ruined  the  whole  Roman  empire.  For  many  that 
envied  Marius  attributed  the  success  wholly  to  Sylla,  and 
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told  him  that  heaven  promised  him  some  incredible  good 
fortune,  and  such  as  was  beyond  all  expectation.  Marius, 
not  a  little  elated  with  this  good  omen,  began  his  voyage, 
and  in  four  days,  with  a  favorable  wind,  passed  the  sea; 
he  was  welcomed  with  great  joy  by  the  people,  and  being 
brought  into  the  assembly  by  one  of  the  tribunes,  sued  for 
the  consulship,  inveighing  in  all  ways  against  Metellus, 
and  promising  either  to  slay  Jugurtha  or  take  him  alive. 

He  was  elected  triumphantly,  and  at  once  proceeded  to 
levy  soldiers  contrary  both  to  law  and  custom,  enlisting 
slaves  and  poor  people  ;  whereas  former  commanders  never 
accepted  of  such,  but  bestowed  arms,  like  other  favors,  as 
a  matter  of  distinction,  on  persons  who  had  the  proper 
qualification,  a  man's  property  being  thus  a  sort  of  security 
for  his  good  behavior.  These  were  not  the  only  occasions 
of  ill-will  against  Marius  ;  some  haughty  s[)eeches,  uttered 
with  great  arrogance  and  contempt,  gave  great  offence  to 
the  nobility ;  as,  for  example,  his  saying  that  he  luid  car- 
ried off  the  consulship  as  a  spoil  from  the  effeminacy  ot  the 
wealthy  and  high-born  citizens,  and  telling  the  people  that 
he  gloried  in  wounds  he  had  himself  received  for  them,  as 
much  as  others  did  in  the  monuments  of  dead  men,  and 
images  of  their  ancestors.  Often  speaking  of  tlie  com- 
manders that  had  been  unfortunate  in  Africa,  naming 
Bestia,  for  example,  and  Albinus,  men  of  very  good  families, 
but  unfit  for  war,  and  who  had  miscarried  through  want 
of  experience,  he  asked  the  people  about  him,  if  they  did 
not  think  that  the  ancestors  of  these  nobles  had  much 
rather  have  left  a  descendant  like  him,  since  they  them- 
selves grew  famous  not  by  nobility,  but  by  their  valor  and 
great  actions  ?  This  he  did  not  say  merely  out  of  vanity 
and  arrogance,  or  that  he  were  willing,  without  any  advan- 
tage, to  offend  the  nobility  ;  but  the  people  always  delight- 
ing in  affronts  and  scurrilous  contumelies  against  the  sen- 
ate, making  boldness  of  speech  their  measure  of  greatness 
of  spirit,  continually  encouraged  him  in  it,  and  strengthened 
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his  inclination  not  to  spare  persons  of  repute,  so  he  might 
gratify  the  multitude. 

As  soon  as  he  arrived  again  in  Africa,  Metellus,  no 
longer  able^  to  control  his  feelings  of  jealousy,  and  his  in- 
dignation that  HOW  when  he  had  really  finished  the  war, 
and  nothing  was  left  but  to  secure  the  person  of  Jugur- 
tha,  Marius,  grown  lij-reat  merely  through  his  ingratitude 
to  him,  should  come  to  bereave  him  both  of  his  victory 
and  triumph,  could  not  bear  to  have  any  interview  with 
him;  but  retired  himself,  whilst  Rutilius,  his  lieu- 
tenant, surrendered  up  the  army  to  Mai'ius,  whose  con- 
duct, however,  in  the  end  of  the  war,  met  with  some  son 
of  retribution,  as  Sylla  deprived  him  of  the  glory  of  the 
action  as  he  had  done  Metellus.  I  shall  state  the  circum- 
stances briefly  here,  as  they  are  given  at  large  in  the  life  of 
Sylla,  Bocchus  was  king  of  the  more  distant  barbarians, 
and  was  father-in-law  to  Jugurtha,  yet  sent  him  little  or 
no  assistance  in  his  war,  professing  fears  of  his  unfaithful- 
ness, and  really  jealous  of  his  growing  power ;  but  after 
Jugurtha  fled,  and  in  his  distress  came  to  him  as  his  last 
hope,  he  received  hira  as  a  suppliant,  rather  because 
ashamed  to  do  otherwise,  than  out  of  real  kindness  ;  and 
when  he  had  him  in  his  power,  he  openly  entreated  M?:  ras 
on  his  behalf,  and  interceded  for  him  with  hoV  words, 
giving  out  that  he  would  by  no  means  deliver  him.  Yet 
privately  designing  to  betray  him,  he  sent  for  Lucius  Sylla, 
qusestor  to  Marius,  and  who  had  on  a  previous  occasion  be- 
friended Bocchus  in  the  war.  When  Sylla,  ]-elying  on  his 
word,  came  to  him,  the  African  began  to  doubt  and  repent 
of  his  purpose,  and  for  several  days  was  unresolved  with 
himself,  whether  he  should  deliver  Jugurtha  or  retain  Sylla ; 
at  length  hp  fixed  upon  his  former  treachery,  and  put 
Jugurtha  alive  into  Sylla's  possession.  Thus  was  tlie  first 
occasion  given  of  that  fierce  and  implacable  hostility  which 
so  nearly  ruined  the  whole  Roman  empire.  For  many  that 
envied  Marius  attributed  the  success  wholly  to  Sylla,  and 
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Sylla  himself  got  a  seal  made,  on  which  a^s  engraved 
Bocchus  betraying  Jugnrtha  to  him,  and  coistantly  used 
it,  irritating  the  hot  and  jealous  temper  of  Mrius,  who  was 
naturally  greedy  of  distinction,  and  quiclcto  resent  any 
claim  to  share  in  Ms  glory,  and  whose  ensmies  took  care 
to  promote  the  quarrel,  ascribing  the  ginning  and  chief 
business  of  the  war  to  Metellus,  and  itji*' conclusion  to  Sylla; 
that  so  the  people  might  give  over  admiring  and  esteeming 
Marius  as  the  worthiest  person. 

But  these  envyings  and  calumnies  were  soon  dispersed 
and  cleared  away  from  Marius,  by  the  danger  that  threat- 
ened Italy  from  the  west ;  when  the  city,  in  great  need  of 
a  good  commander,  sought  about  whom  she  might  set  at 
the  helm,  to  meet  the  tempest  of  so  great  a  war,  no  one 
would  have  anything  to  say  to  any  members  of  noble  or 
potent  families  who  offered  themselves  for  the  consulship, 
and  Marius,  though  then  absent,  was  elected. 

Jugurtha's  apprehension  was  only  just  known,  when 
the  news  of  the  invasion  of  the  Teutones  and  Cirabri  began. 
The  accounts  at  first  exceeded  all  credit,  as  to  the  number 
and  strength  of  the  approaching  army,  but  in  the  end  re- 
port proved  much  inferior  to  truth,  as  they  were  three 
hundred  thousand  effective  fighting  men,  besides  a  far 
greater  number  of  women  and  children.  They  professed 
to  be  seeking  new  countries  to  sustain  these  great  multi- 
tudes, and  cities  where  they  might  settle  and  inhabit,  in 
the  same  way  as  they  had  heard  the  Celt!  before  them  had 
driven  out  the  Tyrrhenians,  and  possessed  themselves  of 
the  best  part  of  Italy.  Having  had  no  commerce  with  the 
southern  nations,  and  travelling  over  a  wide  extent  of 
country,  no  man  knew  what  people  they  were,  or  whence 
they  came,  that  thus  like  a  cloud  burst  over  Oianl  and 
Italy;  yet  by  their  gray  eyes  and  the  largeness  of  their 
stature,  they  were  conjectured  to  be  some  of  the  German 
races  dwelling  by  the  northern  sea ;  besides  that,  the  Gei' 
mans  call  plunderers  Cirabri. 
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There  are  some  that  say,  that  the  country  of  the  Celti, 
i  in  its  vast  size  and  extent,  reaches  from  the  furthest  sea 
and  the  arctic  regions  to  the  lake  Mseotis  eastward,  and  to 
'that  part  of  Scytliia  which  is  near  Pontus,  and  that  there 
the  nations  mingle  together  ;  that  they  did  not  swarm  out 
of  their  country  all  at  once,  or  on  a  sudden,  but  advancing 
by  force  of  arms,  in  the  summer  season,  every  year,  in  the 
course  of  time  they  crossed  the  whole  continent.  And 
thus,  though  each  party  had  several  appellations,  yet  the 
whole  army  was  called  by  the  common  name  of  Celto- 
Scythians.  Others  say  that  the  Cimmerii,  anciently  known 
to  the  Greeks,  were  only  a  small  part  of  the  nation,  who 
were  driven  out  upon  some  quarrel  among  the  Scythians, 
and  passed  all  along  from  the  lake  ■Mtei  itis  to  Asia,  under 
the  conduct  of  one  Lygdamis ;  and  that  the  greater  and 
more  warlike  part  of  them  still  inhabit  the  remotest  regions 
lying  upon  the  outer  ocean.  These,  they  say,  live  in  a  dark 
and  woody  country  hardly  penetrable  by  the  sunbeams,  the 
trees  are  so  close  and  thick,  extending  into  the  interior  as 
far  as  the  Hercynian  forest ;  and  their  position  on  the  earth 
is  under  that  part  of  heaven,  where  the  pole  is  so  elevated, 
that  by  the  declination  of  the  parallels,  the  zenith  of  the 
Inhabitants  seems  to  be  but  little  distant  from  it  ;  and  that 
their  days  and  niglits  being  almost  of  an  equal  length,  they 
divide  their  year  into  one  of  each.  This  was  Homer's  oc- 
casion for  the  story  of  Ulysses  calling  up  the  dead,  and  from 
this  region  the  people,  anciently  called  Cimmerii,  and  after- 
.  wards,  by  an  easy  change,  Cimbri,  came  into  Italy.  All 
this,  however,  is  rather  conjecture  than  an  authentic  his- 
tory. 

^  Their  numbers,  most  writers  agree,  were  not  less,  but 
rather  greater  than  was  reported.  They  were  of  invincible 
strength  and  fierceness  in  their  wars,  and  hurried  into  battle 
■with  the  violence  of  a  devouring  flame  ;  none  could  with- 
stand them :  all  they  assaulted  became  their  prey.  Severai 
pf  the  greatest  Roman  commanders  with  their  whole  armies, 
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that  advanced  for  the  defence  of  Transalpine  Gaul,  were  in, 
gloriously  overthroAvn,  and,  indeed,  by  their  faint  resistance, 
chiefly  gave  them  the  impulse  of  marching  towards  Rome. 
Having  vanquished  all  they  had  met,  and  found  abundance 
of  plunder,  they  resolved  to  settle  themselves  nowhere  till 
lliey  should  have  razed  the  city,  and  wasted  all  Italy.  The 
Romans,  being  from  all  parts  alarmed  with  this  news,  sent 
for  Marius  to  undertake  the  war,  and  nominated  him  the 
t^econd  time  consul,  though  fhe  law  did  not  permit  any  one 
that  was  absent,  or  that  had  not  waited  a  certain  time  after 
his  first  consulship,  to  be  again  created.  But  the  people 
rejected  all  opposers,  for  they  considered  this  was  not  the 
first  time  that  the  law  gave  place  to  the  common  interest; 
nor  the  present  occasion  less  urgent  than  that  when,  con- 
trary to  law,  they  made  Scipio  consul,  not  in  fear  for  the 
destruction  of  their  own  city,  but  desiring  the  ruin  of  that 
of  the  Carthaginians. 

Thus  it  was  decided ;  .and  Marius,  bringing  over  his 
legions  out  of  Africa  on  the  very  first  day  of  January,  which 
the  Romans  count  the  beginning  of  the  year,  received  the 
consulship,  and  then,  also,  entered  in  triumph,  showing  Ju- 
gurtha  a  prisoner  to  the  people,  a  sight  they  had  despaired 
of  ever  beholding,  nor  could  any,  so  long  as  he  lived,  hope 
to  reduce  the  enemy  in  Africa  ;  so  fertile  in  expedients  was 
he  to  adapt  himself  to  every  turn  of  fortune,  and  so  bold  as 
well  as  subtle.  When,  however,  he  was  led  in  triumph,  it 
is  said  that  he  fell  distracted,  and  when  he  was  afterwards 
thrown  into  prison,  where  some  tore  off  his  clothes  by  force, 
and  others,  whilst  they  struggled  for  his  golden  earring, 
with  it  pulled  olf  the  tip  of  his  ear,  and  Avhen  he  was,  after 
this,  cast  naked  into  the  dungeon,  in  his  amazement  and 
confusion,  with  a  ghastly  laugh,  he  cried  out,  "  0  Hercules! 
how  cold  your  bath  is  !  "  Here  for  six  days  struggling  with 
hunger,  and  to  the  very  last  minute  desirous  of  life,  he  was 
overtaken  by  the  just  reward  of  his  villanies.  In  this  triumph 
was  brought,  as  is  stated,  of  gold  three  thousand  and  seven 
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pounds  weight,  of  silver  bullion  five  thousand  seven  hundi-ed 
and  seventy-five,  of  money  in  gold  and  silver  coin  two  hun- 
dred and  eighty-seven  thousand  drachmas.  After  the  sol- 
emnity, Marius  called  together  the  senate  in  the  capitol,  and 
entered,  whether  through  inadvertency  or  unbecoming  ex- 
ultation with  his  good  fortune,  in  his  triumphal  habit ;  but 
presently  observing  the  senate  offended  at  it,  went  out,  and 
returned  in  his  ordinary  purple-bordered  robe. 
.  On  the  expedition  he  carefully  disciplined  and  trained 
bis  army  whilst  they  were  on  their  way,  giving  them  prac- 
tice in  long  marches,  and  running  of  every  sort,  and  com- 
pelling every  man  to  carry  his  own  baggage  and  prepare 
his  own  victuals  ;  insomuch  that  thenceforward  laborious 
soldiers,  who  did  their  work  silently  without  grumbling, 
had  the  name  of  "  Marius's  mules."  Some,  however,  think 
the  proverb  had  a  different  occasion ;  that  when  Scipio 
beseiged  Numantia,  and  was  careful  to  inspect  not  only 
their  horses  and  arms,  but  their  mules  and  carriages  too, 
and  see  how  well  equipped  and  in  what  readiness  each 
one's  was.  Marius  brought  forth  his  horse  which  he  had  fed 
extremely  well,  and  a  mule  in  better  case,  stronger  and 
gentler  than  those  of  others ;  that  the  general  was  very 
well,  pleased,  and  often  afterwards  mentioned  Marius's 
beasts ;  and  that  hence  the  soldiers,  when  speaking  jest- 
ingly in  the  praise  of  a  drudging,  laborious  fellow,  called 
him  Marius's  mule. 

But  to  proceed ;  very  great  fortune  seemed  to  attend 
Marius,  for  by  the  enemy  in  a  manner  changing  their  course, 
and  falling  first  upon  Spain,  he  had  time  to  exercise  his 
soldiers,  and  confirm  their  courage,  and,  which  was  most 
important,  to  show  them  what  he  himself  was.  For  that 
fierce  manner  of  his  in  command,  and  inexorableness  in 
punishing,  when  his  men  became  used  not  to  do  amiss  or 
disobey,  was  felt  to  be  wholesome  and  advantageous,  as  well 
as  just,  and  his  violent  spirit,  stern  voice,  and  harsh  aspect, 
which  in  a  little  while  grew  familiar  to  them,  they  esteemed 
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terrible  not  to  themselves,  but  only  to  their  enemies.  But 
his  uprightness  in  judghig  more  especially  pleased  the 
soldiers,  one  remarkable  instance  of  which  is  as  follows. 
One  Caius  Lusius,  his  own  nephew,  had  a  command  under 
him  in  the  army,  a  man  not  in  other  respects  of  bad  char- 
acter,  but  shamefully  licentious  with  young  men.  He  had 
one  young  man  under  his  command  called  Trebonius,  with 
whom  notwithstanding  many  solicitations  he  could  never 
prevail.  At  length  one  night,  he  sent  a  messenger  for  him 
and  Trebonius  carhe,  as  it  was  not  lawful  for  him  to 
refuse  when  he  was  sent  for,  and  being  brought  into  his 
tent,  when  Lusius  began  to  use  violence  with  him,  he  drew 
his  sword  and  ran  him  through.  This  was  done  whilst 
Marius  was  absent.  "When  he  returned,  he  appointed  Tre- 
bonius a  time  for  his  trial,  where,  whilst  many  accused 
him,  and  not  any  one  appeared  in  his  defence,  he  himself 
boldly  related  the  whole  matter,  and  brought  witness  of 
his  previous  conduct  to  Lusius,  who  had  frequently  offered 
him  considerable  presents.  Marius,  admiring  his  conduct 
and  much  pleased,  commanded  the  garland,  the  usual 
Roman  reward  of  valor,  to  be  brought,  and  himself  crowned 
Trebonius  with  it,  as  having  performed  an  excellent  action, 
at  a  time  that  very  much  wanted  such  good  examples. 

This  being  told  at  Rome,  proved  no  small  help  to  Marius 
towards  his  third  consulship ;  to  which  also  conduced  the 
expectation  of  the  barbarians  at  the  summer  season,  the 
people  being  unwilling  to  trust  their  fortunes  with  any 
other  general  but  him.  However,  their  arrival  was  not  so 
early  as  was  imagined,  and  the  time  of  Marius's  consulship 
was  again  expired.  The  election  coming  on,  and  his 
colleague  being  dead,  he  left  the  command  of  the  army  to 
Manius  Aquilius,  and  hastened  to  Rome,  where,  several 
eminent  persons  being  candidates  for  the  consulship,  Lucius 
Saturninus,  who  more  than  any  of  the  other  tribunes  swayed 
the  populace,  and  of  whom  Marius  himself  was  very  ob- 
servant, exerted  his  eloquence  \.  ith  the  people,  advising 
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them  to  choose  Marius  consul.  He  playing  the  modest 
part,  and  professing  to  decline  the  oflQce,  Saturninus  called 
him  traitor  to  his  country,  if,  in  such  apparent  danger,  he 
would  avoid  command.  And  though  it  was  not  difficult 
to  discover  that  he  was  merely  helping  Marius  in  putting 
this  pretence  upon  the  people,  yet,  considering  that  the 
present  juncture  much  required  his  skill,  and  his  good 
fortunes  too,  they  voted  him  the  fourth  time  consul,  and 
made  Catulus  Lutatius  his  colleague,  a  man  very  much 
esteemed  by  the  nobility,  and  not  unagreeable  to  the  com- 
mons. 

Marius,  having  notice  of  the  enemy's  approach,  with  all 
expedition  passed  the  Alps,  and  pitching  his  camp  by 
the  river  Rhone,  took  care  first  for  plentiful  supplies  of 
victuals :  lest  at  any  time  he  should  be  forced  to  fight  at  a 
disadvantage  for  want  of  necessaries.  The  carriage  of  pro- 
vision for  the  army  from  the  sea,  which  was  formerly  long 
and  expensive,  he  made  speedy  and  easy.  For  the  mouth 
of  the  Rhone,  by  the  influx  of  the  sea,  being  barred  and 
almost  filled  up  with  sand  and  mud  mixed  with  clay,  the 
passage  there  became  narrow,  difficult,  and  dangerous  for 
the  ships  that  brought  their  provisions.  Hither,  therefore, 
hringing  his  army,  then  at  leisure,  he  drew  a  great  trench  ; 
and  by  turning  the  course  of  a  great  part  of  the  river, 
brought  it  to  a  convenient  point  on  the  shore  where  the 
water  was  deep  enough  to  receive  ships  of  considerable 
burden,  and  where  there  was  a  calm  and  easy  opening  to 
the  sea.   And  this  still  retains  the  name  it  took  from  him. 

The  enemy  dividing  themselves  into  two  parts,  the 
Cimbri  arranged  to  go  against  Catulus  higher  up  through 
the  country  of  the  Norici,  and  to  force  that  passage ;  the 
Teutones  and  Ambrones  to  march  against  Marius  by  the 
seaside  through  Liguria.  The  Cimbri  were  a  considerable 
time  in  doing  their  part.  But  the  Teutones  and  Ambrones 
with  all  expedition  passing  over  the  interjacent  country, 
soon  came  in  sight,  in  numbers  beyond  belief,  of  a  terrible 


392 


PLUTARCn'S  LIVES. 


aspect,  and  uttering  stnuige  cries  and  shouts.  Taking  up 
a  great  part  of  the  plain  with  their  camp,  they  challenged 
Marius  to  battle ;  he  seemed  to  take  no  notice  of  them,  bui 
kept  his  soldiers  within  their  fortification,  and  sharply 
reprehended  those  that  were  too  forward  and  eager  to  show 
their  courage,  and  who,  out  of  passion,  would  needs  be 
€ghting,  calling  them  traitors  to  their  country,  and  telling 
them  they  were  not  now  to  think  of  the  glory  of  triumphs 
and  trnphies,  but  rather  how  they  niight  repel  such  an 
impetuous  tempest  of  war,  and  save  .Italy. 

Thus  he  discoursed  privately  with  his  officers  and  equals, 
but  placed  the  soldiers  by  turns  upon  the  bulwarks  to  sur- 
vey the  enemy,  and  so  made  them  familiar  with  their  shape 
and  voicCj  which  were  indeed  altogether  extravagant  and 
barbarous,  and  he  caused  them  to  observe  their  arms,  and 
the  way  of  using  them,  so  that  in  a  little  time  what  at  first 
appeared  terrible  to  their  apprehensions,  by  often  viewing, 
became  familiar.  For  he  very  rationally  supposed  that  tlie 
strangeness  of  things  often  makes  them  seem  formidable 
when  they  are  not  so  ;  and  that  by  our  better  acquaintance, 
even  things  which  are  really  terrible  lose  much  of  their 
frightfulness.  This  daily  conTerse  not  only  diminished 
some  of  the  soldiers'  fears,  but  their  indignation  warmed  and 
inflamed  their  courage  v/hen  tliey  heard  the  threats  and 
insupportable  insolence  of  their  enemies;  who  not  oil^ 
plundered  and  depopulated  all  the  country  I'ound,  but 
would  even  contemptuously  and  confldently  attack  the 
ramparts. 

Complaints  of  the  soldiers  now  ,began  to  come  to  Ma- 
rius's  ears.  "  What  effeminacy  does  Marius  see  in  us,  tliat 
^3  should  thus  like  women  lock  us  up  from  encounteiing 
our  enemies  ?  Come  on,  let  us  show  ourselves  men,  and  ask 
him  if  he  expects  others  to  fight  for  Italy ;  and  means 
merely  to  employ  us  in  servile  offices,  when  he  would  dig 
trenches,  cleanse  places  of  mud  and  dirt,  and  turn  the 
course  of  the  rivers  ?    It  was  to  do  auch  works  as  these,  it 
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geems,  that  he  gave  us  all  our  long  training ;  he  will  return 
home,  and  boast  of  these  great  performances  of  his  consul- 
ships to  the  people.  Does  the  defeat  of  Carbo  and  Csepio, 
who  were  vanquished  by  the  enemy,  affright  him  ?  Surely 
they  were  much  inferior  to  JMarius  both  in  glory  and  valor, 
and  commanded  a  much  weaker  army ;  at  the  worst,  it  is 
tetter  to  be  in  action,  though  we  suffer  for  it  like  them, 
taan  to  sit  idle  spectators  of  the  destruction  of  our  allies 
iiid  companions."  Marius,  not  a  little  pleased  to  hear  this, 
gently  appeased  them,  pretending  that  he  did  not  distrust 
their  valor,  but  that  he  took  his  measures  as  to  the  time  and 
place  of  victory  from  some  certain  oracles. 

And,  in  fact,  he  used  solemnly  to  carry  about  in  a  litter,  a 
Syrian  woman,  called  Martha,  a  supposed  prophetess,  and 
to  do  sacrifice  ])y  her  directions.  She  had  formerly  been 
driven  away  by  the  senate,  to  whom  she  addressed  herself, 
offering  to  inform  them  about  these  affairs,  and  to  foretell 
future  events ;  and  after  this  betook  herself  to  the  women, 
and  gave  them  proofs  of  her  skill,  especially  Mnrius's  wife, 
at  whose  feet  she  sat  when  she  was  viewing  a  contest  of 
gladiators,  and  correctly  foretold  which  of  them  should 
overcome.  She  was  for  this  and  the  like  predictings  sent 
hy  her  to  Marius  and  the  army,  where  she  was  very  much 
looked  up  to,  and,  for  the  most  part,  carried  about  in  a  litter. 
When  she  went  to  sacrifice,  she  wore  a  purple  robe  lined 
and  buckled  up,  and  had  in  her  hand  a  little  spear  trimmed 
with  ribbons  and  garlands.  This  theatrical  show  made 
many  question  whether  Marius  really  gave  any  credit  to  her 
himself,  or  only  played  the  counterfeit,  when  he  showed  her 
publicly,  to  impose  upon  the  soldiers. 

What,  however,  Alexander  the  Myndian  relates  about 
the  vultures,  does  really  deserve  admiration;  that  always 
before  Marius's  victories  there  appeared  two  of  tliem,  and 
accompanied  the  army,  which  were  known  by  their  brazen 
collars  (the  soldiers  having  caught  them  and  put  these 
about  their  necks,  and  so  let  them  go,  from  which  time 
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they  In  a  manner  knew  and  salutt'd  the  soldiers),  and  when, 
ever  these  appeared  in  their  inarches,  they  used  to  rejoice 
at  it,  and  thought  themselves  sure  of  some  success.  Of  the 
many  other  prodigies  that  then  were  taken  notice  of,  the 
greater  part  were  but  of  the  ordinary  stamp ;  it  was,  how- 
ever,  reported  that  at  Ameria  and  Tuder,  two  cities  in 
Italy,  there  were  seen  at  nights  in  the  sky  flaming  dart^ 
and  shields,  now  waved  about,  and  then  again  clashing 
against  one  anotlier,  all  in  accordance  with  the  postures  and 
motions  soldiers  use  in  fighting ;  that  at  length  one  party 
retreating,  and  the  other  pursuing,  they  all  disappeared 
westward.  Much  about  the  same  time  came  Bataces,  one 
of  Cybele's  priests,  from  Pessinus,  and  reported  Low  the 
goddess  had  declared  to  him  out  of  her  oracle,  that  the 
Romans  should  obtain  the  victory.  The  senate  giving 
credit  to  him,  and  voting  the  goddess  a  temple  to  be  built 
in  hopes  of  the  victory,  Aulus  Pompeius,  a  tribune,  pre- 
vented Bataces,  when  he  would  have  gone  and  told  the 
people  this  same  story,  calling  him  impostor,  and  ignomini- 
ously  pulling  him  off  the  hustings  ;  which  action  in  the  end 
was  the  main  thing  that  gained  credit  for  the  man's  story, 
for  Aulus  had  scarce  dissolved  the  assembly,  and  returned 
home,  when  a  violent  fever  seized  him,  and  it  was  matter  of 
universal  remark,  and  in  everybody's  mouth,  that  he  died 
within  a  week  after. 

Now  the  Teutones,  whilst  Marius  lay  quiet,  ventured  to 
attack  his  camp ;  from  whence,  however,  being  encountered 
with  showers  of  darts,  and  losing  several  of  tlieir  men,  they 
determined  to  march  forward,  hoping  to  reach  the  other 
side  of  the  Alps  without  opposition,  and,  packing  up  their 
baggage,  passed  securely  by  the  Roman  camp,  where  the 
greatness  of  their  number  was  especially  made  evident  by 
the  long  time  they  took  in  their  march,  for  they  were  said 
to  be  six  days  contiinially  going  on  in  passing  i\Iariiis's 
fortifications;  they  marclied  pretty  near,  and  reviliagly 
asked  the  Romans  if  they  would  send  any  commands  by 
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them  to  their  wives,  for  they  would  shortly  be  with  them. 
As  soon  as  they  were  passed  and  had  gone  on  a  little 
distance  ahead,  Marius  began  to  move,  and  follow  them  at 
his  leisure,  always  encamping  at  some  small  distance  from 
tliem;  choosing  also  strong  positions,  and  carefully  fortify- 
ing them,  that  he  might  quarter  with  safety.  Thus  they 
marched  till  tliey  came  to  the  place  called  Sextilius's 
Waters,  from  whence  it  was  but  a  short  way  before  being 
amidst  the  Alps,  and  here  Marius  put  himself  in  readiness 
for  tlie  encounter. 

He  chose  a  place  for  his  camp  of  considerable  strength, 
but  where  there  was  a  scarcity  of  water;  designing,  it  is 
said,  by  this  means,  also,  to  put  an  edge  on  his  soldiers' 
courage ;  and  when  several  were  not  a  little  distressed,  and 
complained  of  thirst,  pointing  to  a  river  that  ran  near 
the  enemy's  camp;  "There,"  said  he,  "you  may  have  drink, 
if  you  will  buy  it  with  your  blood.'''  "  Why,  then,"  re- 
plied they,  "  do  you  not  lead  us  to  them,  before  our  blood  is 
dried  up  in  us  ?  "  Pie  answered,  in  a  softer  tone,  "  Let  us 
first  fortify  our  camp,"  and  the  soldiers,  though  not  without 
repining,  proceeded  to  obey.  Xow  a  great  company  of 
their  boys  and  camp  followers,  having  neither  drink  for 
themselves  nor  for  their  horses,  went  down  to  that  river ; 
some  taking  axes  and  hatchets,  and  some,  too,  swords  and 
darts  with  their  pitchers,  resolving  to  hiive  water  though 
they  fought  for  it.  These  were  first  encountered  by  a 
small  party  of  the  enemies  ;  for  most  of  them  had  just  fin- 
ished bathing,  and  were  eating  and  drinking,  and  several 
were  still  bathing,  the  country  thereabouts  abounding  in 
hot  springs ;  so  that  the  Romans  partly  fell  upon  them 
whilst  they  were  enjoying  themselves  and  occupied  with  the 
novel  sights  and  pleasantness  of  the  place.  Upon  hearing 
the  shouts,  great  numbers  still  joining  in  the  fight,  it 
Was  not  a  little  difficult  for  Marius  to  contain  his  soldiers, 
who  were  afraid  of  losing  the  camp  servants ;  and  the 
more  warlike  part  of  the  energies,  who  had  overthrown 
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JNIanlius  and  Cspio  (they  wore  called  Aiubrones,  and  were 
in  number,  one  with  another,  above  tliirty  thousand),  tak- 
ing  the  alarm,  leaped  up  and  hurried  to  arms. 

These,  though  they  had  just  been  gorging  themselves 
with  food,  and  were  excited  and  disordered  with  drink, 
nevertheless  did  not  advance  with  an  unruly  step,  cr  in 
mere  senseless  fury,  nor  were  their  shouts  mere  inarticulate 
cries ;  but  clashing  their  arms  in  concert  and  keeping  time 
as  they  leapt  and  bounded  onward,  they  continually  re- 
peated their  own  name,  "  Ambrones  !  "  either  to  encourage 
one  another,  or  to  strike  the  greater  terror  into  their 
enemies.  Of  all  the  Italians  in  Marius's  array,  the  Ligurians 
were  the  first  that  charged ;  and  when  they  caught  the 
word  of  the  enemy's  confused  shout,  they,  too,  returned 
the  same,  as  it  was  an  ancient  name  also  in  their  country, 
the  Ligurians  always  using  it  when  speaking  of  their 
descent.  This  acclamation,  bandied  from  one  army  to  the 
other  before  they  joined,  served  to  rouse  and  heighten  their 
fury,  while  the  men  on  either  side  strove,  with  all  possible 
vehemence,  the  one  to  overshout  the  other. 

The  river  disordered  the  Ambrones  ;  before  they  could 
draw  up  all  their  army  on  the  other  side  of  it,  the  Ligurians 
presently  fell  upon  the  van,  and  began  to  charge  them  hand 
to  hand.  The  Romans,  too,  coming  to  their  assistance,  and 
from  the  higher  ground  pouring  upon  the  enemy,  forcibly 
repelled  them,  and  the  most  of  them  (one  thrusting  another, 
into  the  river)  were  there  slain,  and  filled  it  with  their 
blood  and  dead  bodies.  Those  that  got  safe  over,  not  dar- 
ing to  make  head,  were  slain  by  the  Romans,  as  they  fled 
to  their  camp  and  wagons ;  where  the  women  meeting  them 
with  swords  and  hatchets,  and  making  a  hideous  outcry, 
set  upon  those  that  fled  as  well  as  those  that  pursued,  the 
one  as  traitors,  the  other  as  enemies,  and  mixing  themselves 
witli  the  combatants,  with  their  bare  arms  pulling  away  the 
Romans'  shields,  and  laying  hold  on  their  swords,  endured 
the  wounds  and  slashing  of  their  bodies  to  the  very  lasl^ 
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with  undaunted  resolution. .  Tlius  the  battle  seems  to  have 
happened  at  that  river  rather  by  accident  than  by  the 
design  of  the  general. 

After  the  Romans  were  retired  from  the  great  slaughter 
of  the  Ambrones,  night  came  on;  but  the  army  was  not 
indulged,  as  was  the  usual  custom,  with  songs  of  victory, 
drinking  in  their  tents,  and  mutual  entertainments  and 
(what  is  most  welcome  to  soldiers  after  successful  fighting) 
quiet  sleep,  but  they  passed  that  night,  above  all  others, 
in  fears  and  alarm.  For  their  camp  was  without  either 
rampart  or  palisade,  and  there  remained  thousands  upon 
thousands  of  their  enemies  yet  unconquered ;  to  whom  were 
joined  as  many  of  the  Ambrones  as  escaped.  There  were 
heard  from  these  all  through  the  night,  wild  bewailings, 
nothing  like  the  sighs  and  groans  of  men,  but  a  sort  of  wild- 
beast-like  howling  and  cursing  joined  with  threats  and 
lamentations  rising  from  the  vast  multitude,  and  echoed 
among  the  neighboring  hills  and  hollow  banks  of  the  river. 
The  whole  plain  was  filled  with  hideous  noise,  insomuch 
that  the  Romans  were  not  a  little  afraid,  and  Marius  him- 
self was  apprehensive  of  a  confused  tumultuous  night 
engagement.  But  the  enemy  did  not  stir  either  this  night 
or  the  next  day,  but  were  employed  in  disposing  and  draw- 
ing themselves  up  to  the  greatest  advantage. 

Of  this  occasion  Marius  made  good  use ;  for  there  were 
beyond  the  enemies  some  wooded  ascents  and  deep  valleys 
thickly  set  with  trees,  whither  he  sent  Claudius  Marcellus, 
secretly,  with  three  thousand  regular  soldiers,  giving  him 
orders  to  post  them  in  ambush  there,  and  show  themselves 
at  the  rear  of  the  enemies,  when  the  fight  was  begun.  The 
others,  refreshed  with  victuals  and  sleep,  as  soon  as  it  was 
day  he  drew  up  before  the  camp,  and  commanded  the  horse 
to  sally  out  into  the  plain,  at  the  sight  of  which  the  Teu- 
tones  could  not  contain  themselves  till  the  Romans  should 
come  down  and  fight  them  on  equal  terms,  but  hastily 
arming  themselves,  charged  in  their  fury  up  the  hillside 
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Marius  sending  officers  to  all  parts,  commanded  his  men 
to  stan'd  still  and  keep  their  ground  ;  when  they  camewith- 
reach  to  throw  their  javelins  then  use  their  swords,  and 


in 


s 


icinin-  their  shields,  force  them  back ;  pomtmg  out  to  them 
that  the  steepness  of  the  ground  would  render  the  enemy's 
blows  inefficient,  nor  could  their  shields  be  kept  close  to- 
gether,  the  inequality  of  the  ground  hindering  the  stability 
cf  their  foothig. 

Tliis  counsel  he  gave  them,  and  was  the  first  that  fol- 
lowed  it ;  for  he  was  inferior  to  none  in  the  use  of  hi 
body,  and  far  excelled  all  in  resolution.  The  Romans 
accordingly  stood  for  their  approach,  and,  checking  them 
in  their  advance  upwards,  forced  them  little  by  little  to 
give  way  and  yield  down  the  hill,  and  here,  on  the  level 
ground,  no  sooner  had  the  Ambrones  begun  to  restore  their 
van  into  a  posture  of  resistance,  but  they  found  their  rear 
disordered.  For  Marcellus  had  not  let  slip  the  oppor- 
tunity ;  but  as  soon  as  the  shout  was  raised  among  the 
Romans  on  the  hills,  he,  setting  his  men  in  motion,  fell  in 
upon  the  enemy  behind,  at  full  speed,  and  with  loud  cries, 
and  routed  those  nearest  him,  and  they,  breaking  the  ranks 
of  those  that  were  before  them,  filled  the  whole  army 
with  confusion.  They  made  no  long  resistance  after  tliey 
were  thus  broke  in  upon,  but  having  lost  all  order,  fled. 

The  Romans,  pursuing  them,  slew  and  took  prisoners 
above  one  hundred  thousand,  and  possessing  themselves  of 
their  spoil,  tents,  and  carriages,  voted  all  that  was  not  pur- 
loined to  Marius's  share,  which,  though  so  magnificent  a 
present,  yet  was  generally  thought  less  than  his  conduct 
deserved  in  so  great  a  danger.  Other  authors  give  a  dif- 
ferent account,  both  about  the  division  of  the  plunder  and 
the  number  of  the  slain.  They  say,  however,  that  the 
inhabitants  of  Massilia  made  fences  round  their  vineyards 
with  the  bones,  and  that  the  ground,  enriched  by  tlie 
inoisture  of  the  putrefied  bodies  (which  soaked  witli  the  rain 
<»f  the  following  winter),  yielded  at  the  season  a  prodigious 
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crop,  and  fully  justified  Archilochus,  who  said,  that  the 
fallows  thus  are  fattened.  It  is  an  observation,  also,  that 
extraordinary  rains  pretty  generally  fall  after  great  bat- 
tles ;  whether  it  be  that  some  divine  power  thus  washes 
and  cleanses  the  polluted  earth  with  showers  from  above,  or 
that  moist  and  heavy  evaporations,  steaming  forth  from 
the  blood  and  corruption,  thicken  the  air,  which  naturally 
is  subject  to  alteration  from  the  smallest  causes. 

After  the  battle,  ]Marius  chose  out  from  amongst  the 
barbarians'  spoils  and  arms,  those  that  were  whole  and 
handsome,  and  that  would  make  the  greatest  show  in  his 
triumph ;  the  rest  he  heaped  upon  a  large  pile,  and  offered 
a  very  splendid  sacrifice.  "Whilst  the  army  stood  round 
about  with  their  arms  and  garlands,  himself  attired  (as  the 
fashion  is  on  such  occasions)  in  the  purple-bordered  robe,  and 
taking  a  lighted  torch,  and  with  both  hands  lifting  it  up 
towards  heaven,  he  was  then  going  to  put  it  to  the  pile, 
when  some  friends  were  espied  with  all  haste  coming 
towards  him  on  horseback.  Upon  which  every  one 
remained  in  silence  and  expectation.  They,  upon  their 
coming  up,  leapt  off  and  saluted  ]Marius,  bringing  him  the 
news  of  his  fifth  consulship,  and  delivered  him  letters  to 
that  effect.  This  gave  the  addition  of  no  small  joy  to  the 
solemnity ;  and  while  the  soldiers  clashed  their  arms  and 
shouted,  the  officers  again  crowned  Marius  with  a  laurel 
wreath,  and  he  thus  set  fire  to  the  pile,  and  finished  his 
sacrifice. 

But  whatever  it  be,  which  interferes  to  prevent  the  en- 
joyment of  prosperity  ever  being  pure  and  sincere,  and  still 
diversifies  human  affairs  with  the  mixture  of  good  and  bad, 
whether  fortune  or  divine  displeasure,  or  the  necessity  of 
the  nature  of  things,  within  a  few  days  Marius  received 
an  account  of  his  colleague,  Catulus,  which,  as  a  cloud  in 
serenity  and  calm,  terrified  Rome  with  the  apprehension  of 
another  imminent  storm.  Catulus,  who  marched  against 
die  Cirabri,  despairing  of  being  able  to  defend  the  passes 
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.   L  t  ■  .r.  r^rimnpUecl  to  cUvide  his  forces  into 
of  the  Alps  lest  ^^^^        „  hi.nself,  descended  again 

several  parties,  he  shouUnv  ca^^^     ^^^^^^^    ^^^^  river  Ad^e, 

i  the  passages  with  strong  fortilications'l 

^  bai"  sides  the  river,  and  made  a  bridge,  that  so  he  might  i 
^"  sto  the  assistance  of  his  men  on  the  other  side,  if  so 
be°the  enemy,  having  forced  tlieir  way  through  the  mount, 
aia  passes,  should  storm  the  fortresses.  The  barbarians,^ 
however,  came  on  with  such  insolence  and  contempt  ot 
their  enemies,  that  to  show  their  strength  and  courage, 
rather  than  out  of  any  necessity,  they  went  naked  in  the 
showers  of  snow,  and  through  the  ice  and  deep  snow 
climbed  up  to  the  tops  of  the  hills,  and  from  thence,  plac- 
ing their  broad  shields  under  their  bodies,  let  themselves 
slide  from  the  precipices  along  their  vast  slippery  de- 
scents. 

When  they  had  pitched  their  camp  at  a  little  distance  I 
from  the  river,  and  surveyed  the  passage,  they  began  to , 
pile  it  up,  giant-like,  tearing  down  the  neighboring  hills ; 
and  brought  trees  pulled  up  by  the  roots,  and  heaps  ot 
earth  to  the  river,  damming  up  its  course ;  and  with  great 
heavy  materials  which  they  rolled  down  the  stream  and 
dashed  against  the  bridge,  they  forced  away  the  beams 
which  supported  it ;  in  consequence  of  which  the  greatest 
part  of  the  Roman  soldiers,  much  affrighted,  left  the  large 
camp  and  fled.    Here  Catulus  showed  himself  a  generous 
and  noble  general,  in  preferring  the  glory  of  his  people 
before  his  own ;  for  when  he  could  not  prevail  with  his 
soldiers  to  stand  to  their  colors,  but  saw  how  they  all  de- 
serted  them,  he  commanded  his  own  standard  to  be  tiiken 
up,  and  running  to  the  foremost  of  those  that  fled,  he  led 
them  forward,  choosing  rather  that  the  disgrace  should 
fall  upon  himself  than  upon  his  country,  and.  that  they 
should  not  seem  to  fly,  but,  following  their  captain,  to  make 
a  retreat.    The  barbarians  assaulted  and  took  the  fortress 
on  the  other  side  theAdige;  where  much  admiring  the 
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few  Romans  there  left,  who  had  shown  extreme  courage, 
and  had  fought  worthily  of  their  country,  they  dismissed 
them  upon  terms,  swearing  them  upon  their  brazen  bull, 
which  was  afterwards  taken  in  the  battle,  iind  carried, 
they  say,  to  Catulus's  house,  as  the  chief  trophy  of  vic- 
tory. 

Thus  falling  in  upon  the  country  destitute  of  defence, 
they  wasted  it  on  all  sides.  Marius  was  presently  sent  for 
to  the  city ;  where,  when  he  arrived,  every  one  supposing 
he  would  triumph,  the  senate,  too,  unanimously  voting  it, 
he  himself  did  not  think  it  convenient:  whether  that  he 
were  not  willing  to  deprive  his  soldiers  and  officers  of  their 
share  of  the  glory,  or  that,  to  encourage  the  people  in  tliih' 
juncture,  he  would  leave  the  honor  due  to  his  iiast  victory 
entrust,  as  it  were,  in  the  hands  of  the  city  and  its  future 
fortune ;  deferring  it  now  to  receive  it  afterwards  with  tin; 
greater  splendor.  Having  left  such  orders  as  the  occasioii 
required,  he  hastened  to  Catulus,  \vhose  drooping  sph  its 
he  much  raised,  and  sent  for  his  own  army  from  Gaul ;  and 
as  soon  as  it  came,  passing  the  river  Po,  he  endeavored  to 
keep  the  barbarians  out  of  that  part  of  Italy  whicli  lies 
south  of  it. 

They  professed  they  were  in  expectation  of  the  Teutones, 
and,  saying  they  wondered  they  were  so  long  in  cominf^% 
deferred  the  battle ;  either  that  they  were  really  ignorant 
of  their  defeat  or  were  willing  to  seem  so.    For  they  cer- 
tainly much  maltreated  those  that  brought  them  such  ne\\  s, 
and,  sending  to  Marius,  required  some  part  of  the  country 
for  themselves  and  their  brethren,  and  cities  fit  for  them 
to  inhabit.   When  Marius  inquired  of  the  ambassadors  ^\'ho 
their  brethren  were,  upon  their  saying  the  Teutones,  all 
that  were  present  began  to  laugh  ;  and  :Marius  scoffingly  aiv 
BWered  them,  "  Do  not  trouble  yourself  for  y^^'^^^^'^^f' '''"'^1  °n 
we  have  already  provided  lands  for  them,  ^^^"^^'^Jjff  the 
possess  forever."    The  ambassadors,  ""f  f?"^.''.y,„  cimbri 
mockery,  broke  into  iusults,  and  threatened  that  the  C3m  r, 
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arniy,  moved,  for  a  good  space,  up  and  down  the  field; 
meanwhile  the  enemy,  by  chance,  engaged  with  Catulus, 
and  the  heat  of  the  battle  was  chiefly  with  him  and  his  men, 
among  whom  Sylla  says  he  was  ;  adding,  that  the  Romans 
had  great  advantage  of  the  heat  and  sun  that  shone  in  the 
faces  of  the  Cimbri.  For  they,  well  able  to  endure  cold, 
and  having  been  bred  up  (as  we  observed  before)  in  cold 
and  shady  countries,  were  overcome  with  the  excessive 
heat ;  they  sweated  extremely,  and  were  much  out  of  breath, 
being  forced  to  hold  their  shields  before  their  faces ;  for 
the  battle  was  fought  not  long  after  the  summer  solstice, 
or,  as  the  Romans  reckon,  upon  the  third  day  before  the 
new  moon  of  the  month  now  called  August,  and  then  Sex- 
tilis.  The  dust,  too,  gave  the  Romans  no  small  addition  to 
their  courage,  inasmuch  as  it  hid  the  enemy.  For  afar  off 
they  could  not  discover  their  number ;  but  every  one  ad- 
vancing to  encounter  those  that  were  nearest  to  them,  they 
came  to  fight  hand  to  hand,  before  the  sight  of  so  vast  a 
multitude  had  struck  terror  into  them.  They  were  so  much 
used  to  labor,  and  so  well  exercised,  that  in  all  the  heat  and 
toil  of  the  encounter,  not  one  of  them  was  observed  either 
to  sweat,  or  to  be  out  of  breath ;  so  much  so,  that  Catulus 
himself,  they  say,  recorded  it  in  commendation  of  his 
soldiers. 

Here  the  greatest  part  and  most  valiant  of  the  enemies 
were  cut  in  pieces  ;  for  those  that  fought  in  the  front,  that 
they  might  not  break  their  ranks,  were  fast  tied  to  one 
another,  with  long  chains  put  through  their  belts.  But  as 
they  pursued  those  that  fled  to  their  camp,  they  witnessed 
a  most  fearful  tragedy ;  the  women,  standing  in  black 
clothes  on  their  wagons,  slew  all  that  fled,  some  their  hus- 
bands, some  their  brethren,  others  their  fathers ;  and 
strangling  their  little  children  with  their  own  hands, 
threw  them  under  the  wheels,  and  the  feet  of  the 
cattle,  and  then  killed  themselves.  They  tell  of  one  who 
hung-  ti«r&fi]f  from  the  end  of  the  pole  of  a  wagon,  with 


CAWS  MARIUS. 


405 


her  children  tied  dangling  at  her  heels.  The  men,  for 
want  of  trees,  tied  themselves,  some  to  the  horns  of  the 
oxen,  others  by  the  neck  to  their  legs,  that  so  pricking 
them  on,  by  the  starting  and  springing  of  the  beasts,  they 
might  be  torn  and  trodden  to  pieces.  Yet  for  all  they  thus 
massacred  themselves,  above  sixty  tliousand  were  taken 
prisoners,  and  those  that  were  slain  were  said  to  be  twice 
as  many. 

The  ordinary  plunder  was  taken  by  i\[arius's  soldiers, 
but  the  other  spoils,  as  ensigns,  trumpets,  and  the  like,  they 
/•ay,  were  brought  to  Catulus's  camp  ;  which  lie  used  for  the 
best  argument  that  the  victory  was  obtained  by  himself 
And  his  army.  Some  dissensions  arising,  as  was  natural, 
fimong  the  soldiers,  the  deputies  from  Parma,  being  then 
present,  were  made  judges  of  the  controversy  ;  whom 
Catulus's  men  carried  about  among  their  slain  enemies, 
find  manifestly  showed  them  that  they  were  slain  by  their 
javelins,  which  were  known  by  the  inscriptions,  having 
Catulus's  name  cut  in  the  wood.  Xevertheless  the  whole 
glory  of  the  action  was  ascribed  to  Marius,  on  account  of 
his  former  victory,  and  under  color  of  his  present  authority  ; 
the  populace  more  especially  styling  him  the  third  founder 
of  their  city,  as  having  diverted  a  danger  no  less  threaten- 
ing than  was  that  when  the  Gauls  sacked  Rome  ;  and  every 
one,  in  their  feasts  and  rejoicings  at  home  with  their  wives 
and  children,  made  offerings  and  libations  in  honor  of 
^'The  Gods  and  3Tarius  ; and  would  have  had  him  solely 
have  the  honor  of  both  the  triumphs.  However,  he  did  not 
do  so,  but  triumphed  together  with  Catulus,  being  desirous 
to  show  his  moderation  even  in  such  great  circumstances 
of  good  fortune  ;  besides  he  was  not  a  little  afraid  of  the 
soldiers  in  Catulus's  army,  lest,  if  he  should  wholly  bereave 
their  general  of  tiie  honor,  they  should  endeavor  to  hinder 
him  of  his  triumph. 

Marius  was  now  in  his  fifth  consulship,  and  he  sued  for 
his  sixth  in  such  a  manner  as  never  any  man  before  him  had 
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done,  even  for  his  first ;  he  courted  the  people's  favor  an(l 
ingratiated  liiniself  with  the  multitude  by  every  sort  of 
complaisance ;  not  only  derogating  from  the  state  and 
dignity  of  his  oflQce,  but  also  belying  his  own  character,  by 
attempting  to  seem  popular  and  obliging,  for  whicli  nature 
had  never  designed  him.  His  passion  for  distinction  did, 
indeed,  they  say,  make  him  exceedingly  timorous  in  any 
political  matters,  or  in  confronting  public  assemblies ;  and 
that  undaunted  presence  of  mind  he  always  showed  in  battle 
against  the  enemy  forsook  him  when  he  was  to  address  the 
people ;  he  was  easily  upset  by  the  most  ordinary  com- 
mendation or  dispraise.  It  is  told  of  him,  that  having  at 
one  time  given  tlie  freedom  of  the  city  to  one  thousand  men 
of  Camerinum  who  had  behaved  valiantly  in  this  war,  and 
this  seeming  to  be  illegally  done,  upon  some  one  or  other 
calling  him  to  an  account  for  it,  he  answered,  that  the  law 
spoke  too  softly  to  be  heard  in  such  a  noise  of  war ;  yet  he 
himself  appeared  to  be  more  disconcerted  and  overcome  by 
the  clamor  made  in  the  assemblies.  The  need  they  had  of 
him  in  time  of  war  procured  him  power  and  dignity ;  but  in 
civil  affairs,  when  he  despaired  of  getting  the  first  place, 
he  was  forced  to  betake  himself  to  the  favor  of  tlie  people, 
never  caring  to  be  a  good  man,  so  that  he  were  but  a 
great  one. 

He  thus  became  very  odious  to  all  the  nobility ;  and  above 
all,  he  feared  Metellus,  who  had  been  so  ungratefully  used 
by  him,  and  whose  true  virtue  made  him  naturally  an  enemy 
to  those  that  sought  influence  with  the  people,  not  by  tlie 
honorable  course,  but  by  subservience  and  complaisance. 
Marius,  therefore,  endeavored  to  banish  him  from  the  city, 
and  for  this  purpose  he  contracted  a  close  alliance  with 
Glauciaand  Saturninus,  a  couple  of  daring  fellows,  who  had 
the  great  mass  of  the  indigent  and  seditious  multitude  at 
their  control ;  and  by  their  assistance  he  enacted  various 
laws,  and  bringing  the  soldiers,  also,  to  attend  the  assembly, 
be  was  enabled  to  overpower  Jletellus.    And  as  Rutilius 
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relates  (in  all  other  respects  a  fair  and  faithful  authority,  but, 
indeed,  privately  an  enemy  to  Marius),  he  obtained  his  sixth 
consulship  by  distributing  vast  sums  of  money  among  the 
tribes,  and  by  tiiis  bribery  kept  out  Metellus,  and  had 
Valerius  Flaccus  given  him  as  his  instrument,  rather  than 
his  colleague,  in  the  consulship.  The  people  had  never 
before  bestowed  so  many  consulships  on  any  one  man, 
except  on  Valerius  Corvinus  only,  and  he,  too,  they  say, 
was  forty-five  years  between  his  first  and  last ;  but  Marius, 
from  his  first,  ran  through  five  more,  with  one  current  oj' 
good  fortune. 

In  the  last,  especially,  he  contracted  a  great  deal  of 
hatred,  by  committing  several  gross  misdemeanors  in  com- 
pliance with  the  desires  of  Saturninus  ;  among  which  was 
the  murder  of  Nonius,  whom  Saturninus  slew  because  he 
stood  in  competition  with  him  for  the  tribuneship.  And 
when,  afterwards,  Saturninus,  on  becoming  tribune, 
brought  forward  his  law  for  the  division  of  lands,  with  a 
clause  enacting  that  the  senate  should  publicly  swear  to 
confirm  whatever  the  people  should  vote,  and  not  to  oppose 
them  in  anything,  ]Marius,  in  the  senate,  cunningly  feigned 
to  be  against  this  provision,  and  said  that  he  would  not 
take  any  such  oath,  nor  would  any  man,  he  thought,  who 
was  wise ;  for  if  there  were  no  ill  design  in  the  law,  still  it 
would  be  an  affront  to  the  senate,  to  be  compelled  to  give 
their  approbation,  and  not  to  do  it  willingly  and  upon  per- 
suasion. This,  he  said,  not  that  it  was  agreeable  to  his 
own  sentiments,  but  that  he  might  entrap  Metellus  beyond 
any  possibility  of  escape.  For  Marius,  in  whose  ideas  vir- 
tue and  capacity  consisted  largely  in  deceit,  made  very  little 
account  of  what  he  had  openly  professed  to  the  senate; 
and  knowing  that  Metellus  was  one  of  a  fixed  resolution, 
and,  as  Pindar  has  it,  esteemed  "  truth  the  first  principle 
of  heroic  virtue,"  he  hoped  to  ensnare  him  into  a  declara- 
tion before  the  senate,  and  on  his  refusing,  as  he  was  sure 
to  do,  afterwards  to  take  the  oath,  he  expected  to  bring 
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done,  even  for  his  first ;  he  courted  the  people's  favor  and 
ingratiated  himself  with  the  multitude  by  every  sort  of 
complaisance ;  not  only  derogating  from  the  state  and 
dignity  of  his  office,  but  also  belying  his  own  character,  by 
attempting  to  seem  popular  and  obliging,  for  which  nature 
had  never  designed  him.  His  passion  for  distinction  did, 
indeed,  they  say,  make  him  exceedingly  timorous  in  any 
political  matters,  or  in  confronting  public  assemblies ;  and 
that  undaunted  presence  of  mind  he  always  showed  in  battle 
against  the  enemy  forsook  him  when  he  was  to  address  the 
people ;  he  was  easily  upset  by  the  most  ordinary  com- 
mendation or  dispraise.  It  is  told  of  him,  that  having  at 
one  time  given  the  freedom  of  the  city  to  one  thousand  men 
of  Camerinum  who  had  behaved  valiantly  in  this  war,  and 
this  seeming  to  be  illegally  done,  upon  some  one  or  other 
calling  him  to  an  account  for  it,  he  answered,  that  the  law 
spoke  too  softly  to  be  heard  in  such  a  noise  of  war ;  yet  he 
himself  appeared  to  be  more  disconcerted  and  overcome  by 
the  clamor  made  in  the  assemblies.  The  need  they  had  of 
him  in  time  of  war  procured  him  power  and  dignity;  but  in 
civil  affairs,  when  he  despaired  of  getting  the  first  place, 
he  was  forced  to  betake  himself  to  the  favor  of  the  people, 
never  caring  to  be  a  good  man,  so  that  he  were  but  a 
great  one. 

He  thus  became  very  odious  to  all  the  nobility ;  and  above 
all,  he  feared  Metellus,  who  had  been  so  ungratefully  used 
by  him,  and  whose  true  virtue  made  him  naturally  an  enemy  ; 
to  those  that  sought  influence  with  the  people,  not  I>y  the 
honorable  course,  but  by  subservience  and  complaisance. 
Marius,  therefore,  endeavored  to  banish  him  from  the  city, 
and  for  this  purpose  he  contracted  a  close  alliance  with 
Glaucia  and  Saturninus,  a  couple  of  daring  fellows,  who  had 
the  great  mass  of  the  indigent  and  seditious  multitude  at  jj 
their  control ;  and  by  their  assistance  he  enacted  various 
laws,  and  bi'inging  the  soldiers,  also,  to  attend  the  assembly, 
he  was  enabled  to  overpower  Metellus.    And  as  Rutiliu« 
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relates  (in  all  other  respects  a  fair  and  faithful  authority,  but, 
indeed,  privately  an  enemy  to  Marius),  he  obtained  his  sixth 
consulship  by  distributing  vast  sums  of  money  among  the 
tribes,  and  by  tliis  bribery  kept  out  Metellus,  and  had 
Valerius  Flaccus  given  him  as  his  instrument,  rather  than 
his  colleague,  in  the  consulship.  The  people  had  never 
before  bestowed  so  many  consulshii^s  on  any  one  man, 
except  on  Valerius  Corvinus  only,  and  he,  too,  they  say, 
was  forty-five  years  between  his  first  and  last ;  but  Marius, 
from  his  first,  ran  througli  five  more,  with  one  current  oj" 
good  fortune. 

In  the  last,  especiallj',  he  contracted  a  great  deal  of 
hatred,  by  committing  several  gross  niisdemeanors  in  com- 
pliance with  the  desires  of  Saturninus  ;  among  which  was 
the  murder  of  Xonius,  whom  Saturninus  slew  because  he 
stood  in  competition  Avith  him  for  the  tribuneship.  And 
when,  afterwards,  Saturninus,  on  becoming  tribune, 
brought  forward  his  law  for  the  division  of  lands,  with  a 
clause  enacting  that  the  senate  should  publicly  swear  to 
confirm  whatever  the  people  should  vote,  and  not  to  oppose 
them  in  anything,  Marius,  in  the  senate,  cunningly  feigned 
to  be  against  this  provision,  and  said  that  he  would  not 
take  any  such  oath,  nor  would  any  man,  he  thought,  who 
was  wise;  for  if  there  were  no  ill  design  in  the  law,  still  it 
would  be  an  affront  to  the  senate,  to  be  compelled  to  give 
their  approbation,  and  not  to  do  it  willingly  and  upon  per- 
suasion. This,  he  said,  not  that  it  was  agreeable  to  his 
own  sentiments,  but  that  he  might  entrap  Metellus  beyond 
any  possibility  of  escape.  For  Marius,  in  whose  ideas  vir- 
tue and  capacity  consisted  largely  in  deceit,  made  very  little 
account  of  what  he  had  openly  professed  to  the  senate; 
and  knowing  that  Metellus  was  one  of  a  fixed  resolution, 
and,  as  Pindar  has  it,  esteemed  "truth  the  first  principle 
of  heroic  virtue,"  he  hoped  to  ensnare  him  into  a  declara- 
tion before  the  senate,  and  on  his  refusing,  as  he  was  sure 
to  do,  afterwards  to  take  the  oath,  he  expected  to  bring 
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There  was  now  an  edict  preferred  to  recall  Metellus  from 
banishment ;  this  he  vigorously,  but  in  vain,  opposed  both 
by  word  and  deed,  and  was  at  length  obliged  to  desist, 
The  people  unanimously  voted  for  it ;  and  he,  not  able  to 
endure  the  sight  of  ]\letellus's  return,  made  a  voyage  to 
Cappadocia  and  Galatia ;  giving  out  that  he  had  to  perform 
the  sacrifices,  which  he  had  vowed  to  Cybele ;  but  actuated 
really  by  other  less  apparent  reasons.  For,  in  fact,  being 
a  man  altogether  ignorant  of  civil  life  and  ordinary  politics, 
he  received  all  his  advancement  from  war ;  and  supposing 
hi^  power  and  glory  would  by  little  and  little  decrease  by 
his  lying  quietly  out  of  action,  he  was  eager  by  every  means 
to  excite  some  new  commotions,  and  hoped  that  by  setting 
at  variance  some,of  the  kings,  and  by  exasperating  Mithri- 
dates,  especially,  who  was  then  apparently  making  prepar- 
ations for  war,  he  himself  should  be  chosen  general  against 
him,  and  so  furnish  the  city  with  new  matter  of  triumph, 
and  his  own  house  with  the  plunder  of  Pontus,  and  the 
riches  of  its  king.  Therefore,  though  Mithridates  enter- 
tained him  with  all  imaginable  attention  and  respect,  yot 
he  was  not  at  all  wrought  upon  or  softened  by  it ;  but  said, 
"  O  king,  either  endeavor  to  be  stronger  than  the  Romans, 
or  else  quietly  submit  to  their  commands."  With  wliich 
he  left  Mithridates,  as  he  indeed  had  often  heard  the  fame 
of  the  bold  speaking  of  the  Romans,  but  now  for  the  first 
time  experienced  it.  i 

When  Marius  returned  again  to  Rome,  he  built  a  liouse 
close  by  the  forum,  either,  as  he  himself  gave  out,  that  he 
was  not  willing  his  clients  should  be  tired  with  going  far, 
or  that  he  imagined  distance  was  the  reason  why  more  (lid 
not  come.  This,  however,  was  not  so ;  the  real  reason  \v;is, 
that,  being  inferior  to  others  in  agreeableness  of  conversa- 
tion and  the  arts  of  political  life,  like  a  mere  tool  and 
implement  of  war,  he  was  thrown  aside  in  time  of  peace, 
Amongst  all  those  whose  brightness  eclipsed  liis  glory,  he 
was  most  incensed  against  Sylla,  who  had  owed  his  rise  to 
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the  hatred  which  tne  nobility  bore  Marius  ;  and  had  made 
his  disagreement  with  him  the  one  principle  of  his  political 
life.  "When  Bocchus,  king  of  Xumidia,  who  was  styled  the 
associate  of  the  Romans,  dedicated  some  figures  of  Victory 
in  the  capitol,  and  with  them  a  representation  in  gold  of 
himself  delivering  Jugurtha  to  Sylla,  Mai'ius  upon  this  was 
almost  distracted  with  rage  and  ambition,  as  though  Sylla 
had  arrogated  this  honor  to  himself,  and  endeavoi'ed  forcibly 
to  pull  down  these  presents ;  Sylla,  on  the  other  side,  as 
vigorously  resisted  him ;  but  the  Social  War,  then  on  a 
sudden  threatening  the  city,  put  a  stop  to  this  sedition, 
when  just  ready  to  break  out.  For  the  most  waj'like  and 
best-peopled  countries  of  all  Italy  foyned  a  confederacy 
together  against  Rome,  and  were  within^a  little  of  subvert- 
ing the  empire ;  as  they  were  indeed  strong,  not  only  in 
their  weapons  and  the  valor  of  their  soldiers,  but  stood 
nearly  upon  equal  terms  with  the  Romans,  as  to  the  skill 
and  daring  of  their  commanders. 

As  much  glory  and  power  as  this  war,  so  various  in  its 
events  and  so  uncertain  as  to  its  success,  confeiTcd  upon 
Sylla,  so  much  it  took  away  from  Marius,  who  was  thought 
tardy,  unenterprising,  and  timid,  whether  it  were  that  his  age 
was  now  quenching  his  former  heat  and  vigor  (for  he  was 
above  sixty-flve  years  old),  or  that  having,  us  he  himself 
said,  some  distemper  that  affected  his  nmscles,  and  his  body 
being  unfit  for  action,  he  did  service  above  liis  sti'ength. 
Yet,  for  all  this,  he  came  off  victor  in  a  considerable  battle, 
wherein  he  slew  six  thousand  of  the  enemies,  and  nevei 
once  gave  them  any  advantage  over  him  ;  and  when  he  was 
surrounded  by  the  works  of  the  enemy,  he  contained  him- 
self,  and  though  insulted  over,  and  challenged,  did  not  yield 
to  the  provocation.  The  story  is  told  that  when  Publius 
Silo,  a  man  of  the  greatest  repute  and  authority  among  the 
enemies,  said  to  him,  "  If  you  are  indeed  a  great  general, 
Marius,  leave  your  camp  and  fight  a  battle,"  he  replied,  "  If 
you  are  one,  make  me  do  so."   And  another  time,  when  the 
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enemy  gave  them  a  good  opportunity  of  a  battle,  and  tne 
Romans  through  fear  durst  not  charge,  so  that  both  parties 
retreated,  he  called  an  assembly  of  his  soldiers,  and  said, 
"*  It  is  no  small  question  whether  I  should  call  the  enemies 
or  you  the  greater  cowards,  for  neither  did  they  d.ire  to 
face  your  backs,  nor  you  to  confront  theirs."  At  length 
torofessing  to  be  worn  out  with  the  infirmity  of  his  body 
he  laid  down  his  command. 

Afterwards  when  the  Italians  were  worsted,  there  were 
several  candidates  suing  with  the  aid  of  the  popular  leaders 
for  the  chief  command  in  the  war  with  Mithridates.  Sulpi. 
cius,  tribune  of  the  people,  a  bold  and  confident  man,  con- 
trary to  everybody's  expectation,  brought  forward  Marius, 
and  proposed  him  as  proconsul  and  general  in  that  war. 
The  people  were  divided ;  some  were  on  Marius's  side, 
others  voted  for  Sylla,  and  jeeringly  bade  Marius  go  to  the 
baths  at  Baise,  to  cure  his  body,  worn  out,  as  himself  con. 
fessed,  with  age  and  catarrhs.  Marius  had  indeed,  there, 
about  Misenum,  a  villa  more  effeminately  and  luxuriously 
furnished  than  seemed  to  become  one  that  had  seen  service 
in  so  many  and  great  wars  and  expeditions.  This  same 
house  Cornelia  bought  for  seventy-five  thousand  drachmas, 
and  not  long  after  Lucius  LucuUus,  for  two  million  five 
hundred  thousand ;  so  rapid  and  so  great  was  the  growth 
of  Roman  sumptuosity.  Yet,  in  spite  of  all  this,  out 
of  a  mere  boyish  passion  for  distinction,  affecting  to 
shake  olf  his  age  and  weakness,  he  went  down  daily  to 
the  Campus  Martins,  and  exercising  himself  with  the 
youth,  showed  himself  still  nimble  in  his  armor,  and 
expert  in  riding;  though  he  was  undoubtedly  grown 
bulky  in  his  old  age,  and  inclining  to  excessive  faintness 
and  corpulency. 

Some  people  were  pleased  with  this,  and  went  continually 
to  see  him  competing  and  displaying  himself  in  these  exeir 
cises ;  but  the  better  sort  that  saw  him  pitied  the  cupidity 
and  ambition  that  made  one  who  had  risen  from  uttet 
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poverty  to  extreme  wealth,  and  out  of  nothing  into  great- 
ness, unwilling  to  admit  any  limit  to  his  high  fortune,  or 
to  be  content  with  being  admired,  and  quietly  enjoying 
what  he  had  already  got ;  why,  as  if  he  still  were  Indigent, 
should  he  at  so  great  an  age  leave  his  glory  and  his 
triumphs  to  go  into  Cappadocia  and  the  Euxine  Sea,  to 
flgbt  Archelaus  and  Xeoptolemus,  Mithridates's  generals  ? 
Marius's  pretences  for  this  action  of  his  seemed  very 
ridiculous ;  for  he  said  he  wanted  to  go  and  teach  his  son 
to  be  a  general. 

The  condition  of  the  city,  which  had  long  been  unsound 
and  diseased,  became  hopeless  now  that  Marius  found  so 
opportune  an  instrument  for  the  public  destruction  as 
Sulpicius's  insolence.  This  man  professed,  in  all  other 
respects,  to  admire  and  imitate  Saturninus ;  only  he  found 
fault  with  him  for  backwardness  and  want  of  spirit  in  his 
designs.  He,  therefore,  to  avoid  this  fault,  got  six  hundred 
of  the  equestrian  order  about  him  as  his  guard,  whom  be 
named  anti-senators ;  and  with  these  confederates  he  set 
upon  the  consuls,  whilst  they  were  at  the  assembly,  and 
took  the  son  of  one  of  them  who  fled  from  the  forum,  and 
slew  him.  Sylla,  being  hotly  pursued,  took  refuge  in 
Marius's  house,  which  none  could  suspect,  by  that  means 
escaping  those  that  sought  him,  who  hastily  passed  by 
there,  and,  it  is  said,  was  safely  conveyed  by  Marius  him 
self  out  at  the  other  door,  and  came  to  the  camp.  Yet 
Sylla,  in  his  memoirs,  positively  denies  that  he  fled  to 
Marius,  saying  he  was  carried  thither  to  consult  upon  the 
matters  to  which  Sulpicius  would  have  forced  him,  against 
his  will,  to  consent;  that  he,  surrounding  him  with  drawn 
swords,  hurried  him  to  Marius,  and  constrained  him  thus, 
till  he  went  thence  to  the  forum  and  removed,  as  they 
required  him  to  do,  the  interdict  on  business. 

Sulpicius,  having  thus  obtained  the  mastery,  decreed  the 
command  of  the  army  to  Marius,  who  proceeded  to  make 
preparations  for  his  march,  and  sent  two  tribunes  to  receive 


414 


PLUTARCn'S  LIVES. 


the  charge  of  the  army  from  Sylla.  Sylla  hereupon 
exasperating  his  soldiers,  who  were  about  thirty-five 
thousand  full-armed  men,  led  them  towards  Rome.  First 
falling  upon  the  tribunes  Marius  had  sent,  they  slew  them; 
Marius  having  done  as  much  for  several  of  Sylla's  friends  in 
Rome,  and  now  offering  their  freedom  to  the  slaves  on 
condition  of  their  assistance  in  the  war ;  of  whom,  however, 
they  say,  there  were  but  three  who  accepted  his  proposal. 
For  some  small  time  he  made  head  against  Sylla's  assault, 
but  was  soon  overpowered  and  fled ;  those  that  were  with 
him,  as  soon  as  he  had  escaped  out  of  the  city,  were  dis- 
persed, and  night  coming  on,  he  hastened  to  a  country, 
house  of  his,  called  Solonium.  Hence  he  sent  his  son  to 
some  neighboring  farms  of  his  father-in-law,  Mucius,  to 
provide  necessaries ;  he  went  himself  to  Ostia,  where  his 
friend  Numerius  had  prepared  him  a  ship,  and  hence,  not 
staying  for  his  son,  he  took  with  him  his  son-in-law 
Granius,  and  weighed  anchor. 

Young  Marius,  coming  to  Mucius's  farms,  made  his  prep- 
arations ;  and  the  day  breaking,  was  almost  discovered  by 
the  enemy.  For  there  came  thither  a  party  of  horse  that 
suspected  some  such  matter ;  but  the  farm  steward,  fore- 
seeing their  approach,  hid  Marius  in  a  cart  full  of  beans, 
then  yoking  in  his  team  and  driving  toward  the  city,  met 
those  that  were  in  search  of  him.  Marius,  thus  conveyed 
home  to  his  wife,  took  with  him  some  necessaries,  and  ciiiiie 
at  night  to  the  seaside  ;  where,  going  on  board  a  ship  that 
was  bound  for  Africa,  he  went  away  thither.  Marius,  the 
father,  when  he  had  put  to  sea,  with  a  strong  gale  passing 
along  the  coast  of  Italy,  was  in  no  small  apprehension  of 
one  Geminius,  a  great  man  at  Terracina,  and  his  enemy; 
and  therefore  bade  the  seamen  hold  off  from  that  place. 
They  were  indeed  willing  to  gratify  him,  but  the  wind  now 
blowing  in  from  the  sea  and  making  the  waves  swell  to  a 
great  height,  they  were  afraid  the  ship  would  not  be  able 
to  weather  out  the  storm,  and  Marius,  too,  being  indisposed 
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and  sea-sick,  they  made  for  land,  and  not  without  some  dif- 
ficulty reached  the  shore  near  Circeium. 

The  storm  now  increasing  and  their  victuals  failing,  they 
left  their  ship  and  wandered  up  and  down  without  any 
certain  purpose,  simply  as  in  great  distresses  people  shun 
the  present  as  the  greatest  evil,  and  rely  upon  the  hopes  of 
uncertainties.  For  the  land  and  sea  were  both  equally  un- 
safe for  them  ;  it  was  dangerous  to  meet  with  people,  and 
It  was  no  less  so  to  meet  with  none,  on  account  of  their 
want  of  necessaries.  At  length,  though  late,  they  lighted 
upon  a  few  poor  shepherds,  that  had  not  anything  to  relieve 
them ;  but  knovdng  ]Marius,  advised  him  to  depart  as  soon 
as  might  be,  for  they  had  seen  a  little  beyond  that  place  a 
party  of  horse  that  were  gone  in  search  of  him.  Finding 
himself  in  a  gi-eat  strait,  especially  because  those  that 
attended  him  were  not  able  to  go  further,  being  spent  with 
their  long  fasting,  for  the  present  he  turned  aside  out  of 
the  road,  and  hid  himself  in  a  thick  wood,  where  he  passed 
the  night  in  great  wretchedness.  The  next  day,  pinched 
with  hunger,  and  willing  to  make  use  of  the  little  strength 
he  had,  before  it  were  all  exhausted,  he  travelled  by  the 
seaside,  encouraging  his  companions  not  to  fall  away  from 
him  before  the  fulfilment  of  his  final  hopes,  for  which,  in 
reliance  on  some  old  predictions,  he  professed  to  be  sustain- 
ing himself.  For  when  he  was  yet  but  very  young,  and 
lived  in  the  country,  he  caught  in  the  skirt  of  his  garment 
an  eagle's  nest,  as  it  was  falling,  in  which  were  seven  j^oung 
ones,  which  his  parents  seeing  and  much  admiring,  con- 
sulted the  augurs  about  it,  who  told  them  he  should  be- 
come the  greatest  man  in  the  world,  and  that  the  fates  had 
decreed  he  should  seven  times  be  possessed  of  the  supreme 
power  and  authority.  Some  are  of  opinion  that  this  really 
happened  to  Marius,  as  we  have  related  it ;  others  say,  that 
those  who  then  and  through  the  rest  of  his  exile  heard  him 
tell  these  stories,  and  believed  him,  have  merely  repeated 
a  story  that  is  altogether  fabulous;  for  an  eagle  never 
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hatches  more  than  two ;  and  even  Musseus  was  deceived, 
who,  speaking  of  the  eagle,  says  that, — 

She  lays  three  eggs,  hatches  two,  and  rears  one. 

However  this  be,  it  is  certain  Marius,  in  his  exile  and 
greatest  extremities,  would  often  say,  that  he  should  attain 
a  seventh  consulship. 

When  Marius  and  his  company  were  now  about  twenty 
furlongs  distant  from  Minturnse,  a  city  in  Italy,  they  espied 
a  troop  of  horse  making  up  toward  them  with  all  speed,  and 
by  chance,  also,  at  the  same  time,  two  ships  under  sail. 
Accordingly,  they  ran  every  one  with  what  speed  and 
strength  they  could  to  the  sea,  and  plunging  into  it  swam  to 
the  ships.  Those  that  were  with  Granius,  reaching  one  of 
them,  passed  over  to  an  island  opposite,  called  ^naria ;  Ma- 
rius himself,  whose  body  was  heavy  and  unwieldy,  was  with 
great  pains  and  diflBculty  kept  above  the  water  by  two  serv- 
ants,  and  put  into  the  other  ship.  The  soldiers  were  by  this 
time  come  to  the  seaside,  and  from  thence  called  out  to  the 
seamen  to  put  to  shore,  or  else  to  throw  out  Marius,  and  then 
they  might  go  whither  they  would.  Marius  besought  them 
with  tears  to  the  contrary,  and  the  masters  of  the  ship, 
after  frequent  changes,  in  a  short  space  of  time,  of  their 
purpose,  inclining,  first  to  one,  then  to  the  other  side,  resolved 
at  length  to  answer  the  soldiers,  that  they  would  not  give 
up  Marius.  As  soon  as  they  had  ridden  off  in  a  rage,  the 
seamen,  again  changing  their  resolution,  came  to  land,  and 
casting  anchor  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Liris,  where  it 
overflows  and  makes  a  marsh,  they  advised  him  to  land, 
refresh  himself  on  shore,  and  take  some  care  of  his  discom- 
posed body,  till  the  wind  came  fairer ;  which,  said  they, 
will  happen  at  such  an  hour,  when  the  wind  from  the  sea 
w'Ul  calm,  and  that  from  the  marshes  rise.  Marius,  follow- 
mg  their  advice,  did  so,  and  when  the  seamen  had  set  him 
on  shore,  he  laid  him  down  in  an  adjacent  field,  suspecting 
nothing  less  than  what  was  to  befall  him.   They,  as  soon 
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as  they  had  got  into  the  ship,  weighed  anchor  and  departed, 
as  thinking  it  neitlier  honorable  to  deliver  Marius  into  the 
hands  of  those  that  sought  him,  nor  safe  to  protect  him. 

He  thus,  deserted  by  all,  lay  a  good  while  silently  on  the 
shore  ;  at  length  collecting  himself,  he  advanced  with  pain 
and  diflBculty,  without  any  path,  till,  wading  through  deep 
bogs  and  ditches  full  of  water  and  mud,  he  came  upon  the 
hut  of  an  old  man  that  worked  in  the  fens,  and  falling  at 
his  feet  besought  him  to  assist  and  preserve  one  who,  if  he 
escaped  the  present  danger,  would  make  him  returns  beyond 
his  expectation.  The  poor  man,  whether  he  had  formerly 
known  him,  or  were  then  moved  with  his  superior  aspect, 
told  him  that  if  he  wanted  only  rest,  his  cottage  would  be 
convenient ;  but  if  he  were  flying  from  anybody's  search, 
he  would  hide  him  in  a  more  retired  place.  Marius  desir- 
ing him  to  do  so,  he  carried  him  into  the  fens  and  bade  him 
hide  himself  in  an  hollow  place  by  the  river-side,  where  he 
laid  upon  him  a  great  many  reeds,  and  other  things  that 
were  light,  and  would  cover,  but  not  oppress  him.  But 
within  a  very  short  time  he  was  disturbed  with  a  noise  and 
tumult  from  the  cottage,  for  Geminius  had  sent  several 
from  Terracina  in  pursuit  of  him ;  some  of  whom  happen- 
ing to  come  that  way,  frightened  and  threatened  the  old 
man  for  having  entertained  and  hid  an  enemy  of  the 
Romans.  Whereupon  IMarius,  arising  and  stripping  him- 
self, plunged  into  a  puddle  full  of  thick  muddy  water ;  and 
even  there  he  could  not  escape  their  search,  but  was  pulled 
out  covered  with  mire,  and  carried  away  naked  to  Minturnae 
and  delivered  to  the  magistrates.  For  there  had  been  orders 
sent  through  all  the  towns,  to  make  public  search  for 
Marius,  and  if  they  found  him  to  kill  him  ;  however,  the 
magistrates  thought  convenient  to  consider  a  littlft  better  of 
it  first,  and  sent  him  prisoner  to  the  house  of  one  Fannia, 

This  woman  was  supposed  not  very  well  affected  towards 
him  upon  an  old  account.  One  Tinnius  had  formerly  mar- 
ried this  Fannia ;  from  whom  she  afterwards,  being  aivorced, 
27 
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demanded  her  portion,  \\hich  was  considerable,  but  her 
husband  accused  her  of  adultery  ;  so  the  controversy  was 
brought  before  ^larius  in  his  sixth  consulship.  When  the 
case  was  examined  thoroughly,  it  appeared  both  thatFannia 
had  been  incontineni,,  and  that  her  husband  knowing  hei 
to  be  so,  had  married  and  lived  a  considerable  time  with 
her.  So  that  Marius  was  severe  enough  with  both,  com- 
manding  him  to  restore  her  portion,  and  laying  a  flue  of 
four  copper  cohis  upon  her  by  way  of  disgrace.  But  Fannia 
did  not  then  behave  like  a  woman  that  had  been  injured, 
but  as  soon  as  she  saw  Marius,  remembered  nothing  less 
than  old  affronts  ;  took  care  of  him  according  to  her  ability, 
and  comforted  him.  He  made  her  his  returns  and  told  her 
he  did  not  despair,  for  he  had  met  with  a  lucky  omen, 
which  was  thus.  When  he  was  brought  to  Fannia's  house, 
as  soon  as  the  gate  was  opened,  an  ass  came  running  out 
to  drink  at  a  spring  hard  by,  and  giving  a  bold  and  en- 
couraging look,  first  stood  still  before  him,  then  brayed 
aloud  and  pranced  by  him.  From  which  Marius  drew  his 
conclusion,  and  said,  that  the  fates  designed  his  safety, 
rather  by  sea  than  land,  because  the  ass  neglected  his  dry 
fodder,  and  turned  from  it  to  the  water.  Having  told 
Fannia  this  story,  he  bade  the  chamber  door  to  be  shut  and 
went  to  rest- 
Meanwhile  the  magistrates  and  councillors  of  Minturnae 
consulted  together,  and  determined  not  to  delay  any  longer, 
but  immediately  to  kill  Marius ;  and  when  none  of  their 
citizens  durst  undertake  the  business,  a  certain  soldier,  a 
Gaulish  or  Cimbrian  horseman  (the  story  is  told  both  ways), 
went  in  with  his  sword  drawn  to  him.  The  room  itself 
was  not  very  light,  that  part  of  it  especially  where  he  then 
lay  was  dark,  from  whence  Marius's  eyes,  they  say,  seemed 
to  the  fellow  to  dart  out  flames  at  him,  and  a  loud  voice  to 
say,  out  of  the  dark,  "Fellow,  darest  thou  kill  Caius 
Marius?"  The  barbarian  hereupon  immediately  fled,  and 
leaving  his  sword  in  the  place,  rushed  out  of  doors,  crying 
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only  thI'J,  "  1  cannot  kill  Caius  Marius."  At  which  they 
were  all  at  first  astonished,  and  presently  began  to  feel 
pity,  and  remorse,  and  anger  at  themselves  for  making  so 
unjust  and  ungrateful  a  decree  against  one  who  had  pre- 
served Italy,  and  whom  it  was  bad  enough  not  to  assist, 
"Let  him  go,"  said  they,  "where  he  please  to  banishment, 
and  find  his  fate  somewhere  else ;  we  only  entreat  pardon 
of  the  gods  for  thrusting  Marius  distressed  and  deserted 
out  of  our  city." 

Impelled  by  thoughts  of  this  kind,  they  went  in  a  body 
into  the  room,  and  taking  him  amongst  them,  conducted 
him  towards  the  seaside ;  on  his  way  to  which,  though 
every  one  was  very  officious  to  him,  and  all  made  what 
haste  they  could,  yet  a  considerable  time  was  likely  to  be 
lost.  For  the  grove  of  Marica  (as  she  is  called),  which  the 
people  hold  sacred  and  make  it  a  point  of  religion  not  to 
let  anything  that  is  once  carried  into  it  be  taken  out,  lay 
just  in  their  road  to  the  sea,  and  if  they  should  go  round 
about,  they  must  needs  come  very  late  thither.  At  length 
one  of  the  old  men  cried  out  and  said,  thei'e  was  no  place 
so  sacred,  but  they  might  pass  through  it  for  Marius's 
preservation ;  and  thereupon,  first  of  all,  he  himself,  taking 
up  some  of  the  baggage  that  was  carried  for  his  accommo- 
dation to  the  ship,  passed  through  the  grove,  all  the  rest 
immediately,  with  the  same  readiness,  accompanying  him. 
And  one  Belseus  (who  afterwards  had  a  picture  of  these 
things  drawn,  and  put  it  in  a  temple  at  the  place  of  em- 
barkation), having  by  this  time  provided  him  a  sliip, 
Marius  went  on  board,  and  hoisting  sail,  was  by  fortune 
thrown  upon  the  island  ^naria,  where  meeting  with 
Granius,  and  his  other  friends,  he  sailed  with  them  for 
Africa.  But  their  water  failing  them  in  the  way,  they 
were  forced  to  put  in  near  Eryx,  in  Sicily,  where  was  a 
Roman  quaestor  on  the  watch,  who  all  but  captured  Marius 
himself  on  his  landing,  and  did  kill  sixteen  of  his  retinna 
that  went  to  fetch  water.    Marius,  with  all  expedition 
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loosing  thence,  crossed  the  sea  to  the  isle  of  ^Nfeninix,  where 
he  first  heard  tlie  news  of  his  son's  escape  with  Cethcgus, 
and  of  his  going  to  implore  the  assistance  of  Hiempsal, 
king  of  Nuniidia. 

With  this  news,  being  somewhat  comforted,  he  ventureo 
to  pass  from  that  isle  towards  Carthage.  Sextilius,  a 
Roman,  was  then  governor  in  Africa;  one  that  had  uevei 
received  either  any  injury  or  any  kindness  from  Marius ,  < 
but  who  from  compassion,  it  was  hoped,  might  lend  him 
some  help.  But  he  was  scarce  got  ashore  with  a  small 
retinue,  when  an  oflBcer  met  him,  and  said,  «  Sextilius,  the 
governor,  forbids  you,  Marius,  to  set  foot  in  Africa ;  if  you 
do,  tie  says  he  will  put  the  decree  of  the  senate  in  execu- 
tion, and  treat  you  as  an  enemy  to  the  Romans."  When 
Marius  heard  this,  he  wanted  words  to  express  his  grief 
and  resentment,  and  for  a  good  while  held  his  peace,  look- 
ing sternly  upon  the  messenger,  who  asked  him  what  he 
should  say,  or  what  answer  he  should  return  to  the  gov- 
ernor ?  Marius  answered  him  with  a  deep  sigh :  "  Go  tell 
him  that  you  have  seen  Caius  Marius  sitting  in  exile  among 
the  ruins  of  Carthage ; "  appositely  applying  the  example  ol 
the  fortune  of  that  city  to  the  change  of  his  own  condition. 

In  the  interim,  Hiempsal,  king  of  Numidia,  dubious  of 
what  he  should  determine  to  do,  treated  young  Marius  and 
those  that  were  with  him  very  honorably ;  but  when  they 
had  a  mind  to  depart,  he  still  had  some  pretence  or  other 
to  detain  them,  and  it  was  manifest  he  made  these  delays 
upon  no  good  design  However,  there  happened  an  accident 
that  made  well  for  their  preservation.  The  hard  fortune 
wnich  attended  young  Marius,  who  was  of  a  comely  aspect, 
touched  one  of  the  king's  concubines,  and  this  pity  of  hers 
was  the  beginning  and  occasion  of  love  for  him.  At  fli'st 
he  declined  the  woman's  solicitations,  but  when  he  perceived 
that  there  was  no  other  way  of  escaping,  and  that  tier 
otters  were  more  serious  than  for  the  gratification  of  in- 
temperate passion,  he  accepted  her  kindness,  and  she  Qui 
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ing  means  to  convey  them  away,  he  escaped  with  his 
friends  and  fled  to  his  father.  As  soon  as  tliey  had  saluted' 
each  otlier,  and  were  going  by  the  seaside,  tliey  saw  some 
scorpions  fighting,  ^vhich  Marius  took  for  an  ill  omen, 
whereupon  they  immediately  went  on  board  a  little  fisher- 
boat,  and  made  towards  Cercinas,  an  island  not  far  distant 
from  the  continent.  They  had  scarce  put  off  from  shore 
when  they  espied  some  horse,  sent  after  them  by  the  kmg^ 
with  all  speed  making  towards  that  very  place  from  which 
they  were  just  retired.  And  Marius  thus  escaped  a  danger, 
it  might  be  said,  as  great  as  any  he  ever  incurred. 

At  Rome  news  came  that  Sylla  was  engaged  with  Mithri- 
dates's  generals  in  Boeotia  ;  the  consuls,  from  factious  oppo- 
Bition,  were  fallen  to  downright  fighting,  wherein  Octavius 
prevailing,  drove  Cinna  out  of  the  city  for  attempting  des- 
potic government,  and  made  Cornelius  Merula  consul  in  his 
stead ;  while  Cinna,  raising  forces  in  other  parts  of  Italy, 
carried  the  war  against  them.  As  soon  as  Marius  heard  of 
this  he  resolved,  with  all  expedition,  to  put  to  sea  again, 
and  taking  with  him  from  Africa  some  Maux-itanian  horse, 
and  a  few  of  the  refugees  out  of  Italy,  all  together  not  above 
one  thousand,  he,  with  this  handful,  began  his  voyage. 
Arriving  at  Telamon,  in  Etruria,  and  coming  ashore,  he 
proclaimed  freedom  for  the  slaves ;  and  many  of  the  coun* 
trymen,  also,  and  shepherds  thereabouts,  who  were  already 
freemen,  at  the  hearing  his  name,  flocked  to  him  to  the  sea- 
side. He  persuaded  the  youngest  and  strongest  to  join 
him,  and  in  a  small  time  got  together  a  competent  force 
with  which  he  filled  forty  ships.  Knowing  Octavius  to  be 
a  good  man  and  willing  to  execute  his  office  with  the  great- 
est justice  imaginable,  and  Cinna  to  be  suspected  by  Sylla, 
and  in  actual  warfare  against  the  established  government, 
he  determined  to  join  himself  and  his  forces  with  the  latter. 
He  therefore  sent  a  message  to  him,  to  let  him  know  that 
he  was  ready  to  obey  him  as  consul. 

Whea  Cinna  had  joyfully  received  his  ofier,  naming 
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him  proconsul,  and  sending  him  the  fasces  and  ot-lier  eb 
'signs  of  authority,  he  said  that  grandeur  did  not  become 
his  present  fortune ;  but  wearing  an  ordinary  habit,  and  still 
letting  his  hair  grow  as  it  liad  done,  from  that  very  day  lie 
first  went  into  banishment,  and  being  now  above  threfr 
score  and  ten  years  old,  he  came  slowly  on  foot,  designing 
to  move  people's  compassion ;  which  did  not  prevent,  how- 
ever,  his  natural  fierceness  of  expression  from  still  predom- 
inating, and  his  humiliation  still  let  it  appear  that  lie  waa 
not  so  much  dejected  as  exasperated,  by  the  change  of  his 
condition.  Having  saluted  Cinna  and  the  soldiers,  be  im- 
mediately prepared  for  action,  and  soon  made  a  considerable 
alteration  in  the  posture  of  affairs.  He  first  cut  off  the  pro- 
vision  ships,  and  plundering  all  the  merchants,  made  liira- 
self  master  of  the  supplies  of  corn  ;  then  bringing  his  navy 
to  the  seaport  towns,  he  took  them,  and  at  last,  becoming 
master  of  Ostia  by  treachery,  he  pillaged  that  town,  and 
slew  a  multitude  of  the  inhabitants,  and,  blocking  up  the 
river,  took  from  the  enemy  all  hopes  of  supply  by  the  sea ; 
then  marched  with  his  army  toward  the  city,  and  posted 
himself  upon  the  hill  called  Janiculum. 

The  public  interest  did  not  receive  so  great  damage  from 
Octavius's  unskilf  ulness  in  his  management  of  att'airs,  as 
from  his  omitting  needful  measures,  through  too  strict  ob 
servance  of  the  law.  As  when  several  advised  him  to  make 
the  slaves  free,  he  said  that  he  would  not  give  shives  the 
privilege  of  the  country  from  which  he  then,  iu  defence  ot 
the  laws,  was  driving  away  Marcus.  When  Metelius,  son 
to  that  Metelius  who  was  general  in  tlie  war  in  Africa, 
and  afterwards  banished  through  Marius's  means,  came  to 
Uoiue,  Deing  thouglit  a  much  better  commander  than  Oc- 
tavius,  the  soldiers,  deserting  the  consul,  came  to  him  and 
desired  him  to  take  the  command  of  them  and  presex-ve 
the  city ;  that  they,  when  they  had  got  an  experienced  val- 
iant commander,  should  light  courageously,  and  come  of! 
conquerors.    But  when  Metelius,  ollended  at  it,  commanded 


them  angrily  to  return  to  the  consul,  they  revolted  to  the 
enemy.  Metellus,  too,  seeing  the  city  m  a  desperate  con- 
dition, left  it ;  but  a  company  of  Chaldgeans,  sacrificers, 
and  interpreters  of  the  Sibyl's  books,  persuaded  Octavius 
that  things  could  turn  out  happily,  and  kept  him  at  Rome. 
He  was,  indeed,  of  all  the  Romans  the  most  upright  and 
just,  and  maintained  the  honor  of  the  consulate,  without 
cringing  or  compliance,  as  strictly  in  accordance  with  an- 
cient laws  and  usages,  as  though  they  had  been  immutable 
mathematical  truths ;  and  yet  fell,  I  know  not  how,  into 
some  weaknesses,  giving  more  observance  to  fortune-tellers 
and  diviners,  than  to  men  skilled  in  civil  and  military 
affairs.  He  therefore,  before  Marius  entered  the  city,  was 
pulled  down  from  the  rostra,  and  murdered  by  those  that 
were  sent  before  by  Marius  ;  and  it  is  reported  there  was 
a  Chaldaean  writing  found  in  his  gown,  when  he  was  slain. 
And  it  seemed  a  thing  very  unaccountable,  that  of  two 
famous  generals,  Marius  should  be  often  successful  by  the 
observing  divinations,  and  Octavius  ruined  by  the  same 
means. 

When  affairs  were  in  this  posture,  the  senate  assembled, 
and  sent  a  deputation  to  Cinna  and  Marius,  desiring  them 
to  come  into  the  city  peaceably  and  spare  the  citizens 
Cinna,  as  consul,  received  the  embassy,  sitting  in  the  curule 
chair,  and  returned  a  kind  answer  to  the  messengers , 
Marius  stood  by  him  and  said  nothing,  but  gave  suflBcient 
testimony,  by  the  gloominess  of  his  countenance  and  the 
sternness  of  his  looks,  that  he  would  in  a  short  time  fill  the 
city  with  blood.  As  soon  as  the  council  arose,  they  went 
toward  the  city,  where  Cinna  entered  with  his  guards,  but 
Marius  stayed  at  the  gates,  and,  dissembling  his  rage,  pro- 
fessed that  he  was  then  an  exile  and  banished  his  country 
by  course  of  law ;  that  if  his  presence  were  necessary,  they 
must,  by  a  new  decree,  repeal  the  former  act  by  which  he 
was  banished:  as  though  he  were,  indeed,  a  religious  ob- 
server of  the  laws,  and  as  if  he  were  returning  to  a  citv 
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free  from  fear  or  oppression.  TTereiipon  the  people  were 
assembled,  but  before  three  or  four  tribes  had  given  theit 
votes,  throwing  up  his  pretences  and  his  legal  scruples 
about  his  banishment,  he  came  into  the  city  with  a  select 
guard  of  the  slaves  who  had  joined  him,  whom  he  called 
Bardysei.  These  proceeded  to  murder  a  number  of  citizens, 
as  he  gave  command,  partly  by  word  of  mouth,  partly  by 
the  signal  of  his  nod.  At  length  Ancharius,  a  senator, 
and  one  that  had  been  praetor,  coming  to  JIarius,  and  not 
being  re-saluted  by  him,  they  with  their  drawn  swords  slew 
him  before  Marius's  face;  and  henceforth  this  was  their 
token,  immediately  to  kill  all  those  who  met  Marius  and  ^ 
saluting  him  were  taken  no  notice  of,  nor  answered  with  ' 
the  like  courtesy  ;  so  that  his  very  friends  were  not  with-  ; 
out  dreadful  apprehensions  and  horror,  whensoever  they 
came  to  speak  with  him. 

When  they  had  now  butchered  a  great  number,  Cinna  ^ 
grew  more  remiss  and  cloyed  with  murders  ;  but  Marius's  ,|, 
rage  continued  still  fresh  and  unsatisfied,  and  he  daily  - 
sought  for  all  that  were  any  way  suspected  by  him.   Now  ^ 
was  every  road  and  every  town  filled  with  those  that  pur- 
sued  and  hunted  them  that  fled  and  hid  themselves;  and  it  -j 
was  remarkable  that  there  was  no  more  confidence  to  be^| 
placed,  as  things  stood,  either  in  hospitality  or  friendship ; 
for  there  were  found  but  a  very  few  that  did  not  betray  ^ 
those  that  fled  to  them  for  shelter.   And  thus  the  serv- 
ants  of  Cornutus  deserve  the  greater  praise  and  admira- 
tion,  who,  having  concealed  their  master  in  the  house,  took  ^ 
the  body  of  one  of  the  slain,  cut  off  the  head,  put  a  gold 
ring  on  the  finger,  and  showed  it  to  Marius's  guards,  and  ^ 
buried  it  with  the  same  solemnity  as,if  it  had  been  their  own 
master.    This  trick  was  perceived  by  nobody,  and  so  Corn- 
utus  escaped,  and  Avas  conveyed  by  his  domestics  into  Gaul.  ^ 

Marcus  Antonius,  the  orator,  though  he,  too,  found  a  true  ,^ 
friend,  had  ill-fortune.  The  man  was  but  poor  and  a  pie  ^ 
beian,  and  as  he  was  entertaining  a  man  of  the  greatest 
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/ank  in  Rome,  trying  to  provide  for  him  with  the  best  bfi 
could,  he  sent  his  servant  to  get  some  wine  of  a  neighbor- 
Ing  vintner.  The  servant  carefully  tasting  it  and  bidding 
him  draw  better,  the  fellow  asked  him  what  was  the  mat- 
ter,  that  he  did  not  buy  new  and  ordinary  wine  as  he  used 
to  do,  but  richer  and  of  a  greater  price ;  he  without  any 
designs  told  him,  as  his  old  friend  and  acquaintance,  that 
his  master  entertained  Marcus  Antonius,  who  was  con- 
cealed with  him.  The  villanous  vintner,  as  soon  as  the 
servant  was  gone,  went  himself  to  Marius,  then  at  supper, 
and  being  brought  into  his  presence,  told  him  he  would  de- 
liver Antonius  into  his  hands.  As  soon  as  he  heard  it,  it 
is  said  he  gave  a  great  shout,  and  clapped  his  hands  for 
joy,  and  had  very  nearly  risen  up  and  gone  to  the  place 
himself ;  but  being  detained  by  his  friends,  he  sent  Annius, 
and  some  soldiers  with  him,  and  commanded  him  to  bring 
Antonius's  head  to  him  with  all  speed.  When  they  came 
to  the  house,  Annius  stayed  at  the  door,  and  the  soldiers 
went  upstairs  into  the  chamber ;  where,  seeing  Antonius, 
they  endeavored  to  shuffle  off  the  murder  from  one  another ; 
for  so  great  it  seems  were  the  graces  and  charms  of  his 
oratory,  that  as  soon  as  he  began  to  speak  and  beg  his  life, 
none  of  them  durst  touch  or  so  much  as  look  upon  him; 
but  hanging  down  their  heads,  every  one  fell  a- weeping. 
When  their  stay  seemed  something  tedious,  Annius  came 
up  himself  and  found  Antonius  discoursing,  and  the  sol 
diers  astonished  and  quite  softened  by  it,  and  calling  them 
cowards,  went  himself  and  cut  off  his  head. 

Catulus  Lutatius,  who  was  colleague  with  Marius,  and 
his  partner  in  the  triumph  over  the  Cimbri,  when  Marius 
replied  to  those  that  interceded  for  him  and  begged  his 
life,  merely  with  the  words,  "  He  must  die,"  shut  himseli 
up  iu  a  room,  and  making  a  great  fire,  smothered  himself 
When  maimed  and  headless  carcasses  were  now  frequently 
thrown  about  and  trampled  upon  in  the  streets,  people 
were  not  so  much  moved  with  compassion  at  the  sight,  as 
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Struck  Into  a  kind  of  horror  and  consternation.  The  ont 
rages  of  those  tliat  were  called  Bardysei  was  the  greatest 
grievance.  These  murdered  the  masters  of  families  in  their 
own  houses,  abused  their  children,  and  ravished  their  wives, 
and  were  uncontrollable  in  their  rapine  and  murders,  till 
those  of  Cinna's  and  Sertorius's  party,  taking  counsel 
together,  fell  upon  them  in  the  camp  and  killed  them 
every  man. 

In  the  interim,  as  if  a  change  of  wind  was  coming  on, 
there  came  news  from  all  parts  that  Sylla,  having  put  an 
end  to  the  war  with  Mithridates,  and  taken  possession  of 
the  provinces,  was  returning  into  Italy  with  a  great  army. 
This  gave  some  small  respite  and  intermission  to  these  un- 
speakable calamities.  Marius  and  his  friends  believing  war 
to  be  close  at  hand,  Marius  was  chosen  consul  the  seventh 
time,  and  appearing  on  the  very  calends  of  January,  the 
beginning  of  the  year,  threw  one  Sextus  Lucinus  from  the 
Tarpeian  precipice  ;  an  omen,  as  it  seemed,  portending  the 
renewed  misfortunes  both  of  their  party  and  of  the  city 
Marius,  himself  now  worn  out  with  labor  and  sinking  under 
the  burden  of  anxieties,  could  not  sustain  his  spirits,  which 
shook  within  him  with  the  apprehension  of  a  new  war  and 
fresh  encounters  and  dangers,  the  formidable  character  ot 
which  he  knew  by  his  own  experience.  He  was  not  no\» 
to  hazard  the  war  with  Octavius  or  Merula,  commanding 
an  inexperienced  multitude  or  seditious  rabble  ;  but  Sylla 
himself  was  approaching,  the  same  who  had  formerly 
banished  him,  and  since  that,  had  driven  Mithridates  as 
far  as  the  Euxine  Sea. 

Perplexed  with  such  thoughts  as  these,  and  callir  g  to 
mind  his  banishment,  and  the  tedious  wanderings  ana 
dangers  he  underwent,  both  by  sea  and  land,  he  fell  into 
despondency,  nocturnal  frights,  and  unquiet  sleeps  still 
fancying  that  he  heard  some  one  telling  him,  that 

 the  lion's  lair 

,fe  dangerous,  though  the  Hon  be  not  tberci 


Above  all  things  fearing  to  lie  awake,  he  gave  himself  up 
to  drinking  deep  and  besotting  himself  at  night  in  a  way 
most  unsuitable  to  his  age ;  by  all  means  provoking  sleep, 
as  a  diversion  to  his  thoughts.  At  length,  on  the  arrival  of 
a  messenger  from  the  sea,  he  was  seized  with  new  alarms, 
and  so  what  with  his  fear  for  the  future,  and  what  with 
the  burden  and  satiety  of  the  present,  on  some  slight  pre- 
disposing cause,  he  fell  into  a  pleurisy,  as  Posidonius  the 
pliilosopher  relates,  who  says  he  visited  and  conversed  with 
liim  when  he  was  sick,  about  some  business  relating  to  his 
embassy.  Caius  Piso,  an  historian,  tells  us,  that  JNIarius, 
walking  after  supper  with  his  friends,  fell  into  a  conversa 
tion.  with  them  about  his  past  life,  and  after  reckoning  up 
the  several  changes  of  his  condition,  that  from  the  begin- 
ning had  happened  to  him,  said,  that  it  did  not  become  a 
prudent  man  to  trust  himself  anj'  longer  with  fortune  \ 
and,  thereupon  taking  leave  of  those  that  were  with  him, 
he  kept  his  bed  seven  days,  and  then  died. 

Some  say  his  ambition  betrayed  itself  openly  in  his  sick 
ness,  and  that  he  ran  into  an  extravagant  frenzy,  fancying 
himself  to  be  general  in  the  war  against  Mithridates,  throw- 
ing  himself  into  such  postures  and  motions  of  his  body  as 
he  had  formerly  used  when  he  was  in  battle,  with  frequent 
shouts  and  loud  cries.    With  so  strong  and  invincible  a 
desire  of  being  employed  in  that  business  had  he  been  pos 
Bessed  through  his  pride  and  emulation.   Though  he  had 
now  lived  seventy  years,  and  was  the  first  man  that  ever 
was  chosen  seven  times  consul,  and  had  an  establishment 
and  riches  sufiBcient  for  many  kings,  he  yet  complained  oi 
his  ill  fortune,  that  he  must  now  die  before  he  had  attained 
what  he  desired.    Plato,  when  he  saw  his  death  approach 
ing,  thanked  the  guiding  providence  and  fortune  of  his  life, 
first,  that  he  was  born  a  man  and  a  Grecian,  not  a  barbariac 
01  a  brute,  and  next,  that  he  happened  to  live  in  Socrates 
^ge    And  so,  Indeed,  they  say  Antipater  of  Tarsus,  in  like 
^Manner,  at  hia  death,  calling  to  mind  the  happiness  that  he 
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had  enjoyed,  did  not  so  much  as  omit  his  prosperous  voyAg^i 
to  Athens ;  thus  recognizing  every  favor  of  his  indulgent 
fortune  with  the  greatest  acknowledgments,  and  carefully 
saving  all  to  the  last  in  that  safest  of  human  treasure- 
chambers,  the  memory.  Unmindful  and  thoughtless  per- 
sons,  on  the  contrary,  let  all  that  occurs  to  them  slip  away 
from  them  as  time  passes  on.  Retaining  and  preserving 
nothing,  they  lose  the  enjoyment  of  their  present  prosperity 
by  fancying  something  better  to  come  ;  whereas  by  fortune 
we  may  be  prevented  to  this,  but  that  cannot  be  taken  from 
us.  Yet  they  reject  their  present  success,  as  though  it  did 
not  concern  them,  and  do  nothing  but  dream  of  future  un. 
certainties  ;  not  indeed  unnaturally ;  as  till  men  have  by 
reason  and  education  laid  a  good  foundation  for  external 
superstructures,  in  the  seeking  after  and  gathering  tbein 
they  can  never  satisfy  the  unlimited  desires  of  their  mind. 
Thus  died  Marius  on  the  seventeenth  day  of  his  seventh 
consulship,  to  the  great  joy  and  content  of  Rome,  which 
thereby  was  in  good  hopes  to  be  delivered  from  the  ca- 
lamity of  a  cruel  tyranny ;  but  in  a  small  time  they  found 
that  they  had  only  changed  their  old  and  worn-out  master 
for  another,  young  and  vigorous;  so  much  cruelty  and 
savageness  did  his  son  Marius  show  in  murdering  the 
noblest  and  most  approved  citizens.  At  first,  being  es- 
teemed resolute  and  daring  against  his  enemies,  he  was 
named  the  son  of  Mars,  but  afterwards,  his  actions  betray- 
ing his  contrary  disposition,  he  was  called  the  son  of  Venus. 
At  last,  besieged  by  Sylla  in  Prseneste,  where  he  endeavored 
in  many  ways,  but  in  vain,  to  save  his  life,  wlien  on  t!i9 
capture  of  the  city  there  was  no  hope  of  escane,  be  kilied 
himself  with  his  own  hand. 
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LYSANDER, 

The  treasure-chamber  of  the  Acanthians  at  Delphi  na* 
this  inscription :  "  The  spoils  which  Brasidas  and  the 
Acanthians  took  from  the  Athenians,"  And,  accordingly, 
many  take  the  marble  statue,  which  stands  within  the 
building  by  the  gates,  to  be  Brasidas's ;  but,  indeed,  it  is 
Lysander's,  representing  him  with  his  hair  at  full  length, 
after  the  old  fashion,  and  with  an  ample  beard.  Neither 
is  it  true,  as  some  give  out,  that  because  the  Argives,  after 
their  great  defeat,  shaved  themselves  for  sorrow,  that  the 
Spartans  contrarywise  triumphing  in  their  achievements, 
suffered  their  hair  to  grow ;  neither  did  the  Spartans  come 
to  be  ambitious  of  wearing  long  hair,  because  the  Bac- 
chiadse,  who  fled  from  Corinth  to  Lacedsemon,  looked  mean 
and  unsightly,  having  their  heads  all  close  cut.  But  this, 
also,  is  indeed  one  of  the  ordinances  of  Lycurgus,  who,  as 
it  is  reported,  was  used  to  say,  that  long  hair  made  good- 
looking  men  more  beautiful,  and  ill-looking  men  more 
terrible. 

Lysander's  father  is  said  to  have  been  Aristoclitus,  who 
was  not  indeed  of  the  royal  family  but  yet  of  the  stock  of 
the  Heraclidse.  He  was  brought  up  in  poverty,  and  showed 
himself  obedient  and  conformable,  as  ever  any  one  did,  to 
the  customs  of  his  country;  of  a  manly  spirit,  also,  and 
^  superior  to  all  pleasures,  excepting  only  that  which  their 
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good  actions  bring  to  those  who  are  honored  and  success- 
ful ;  and  it  is  accounted  no  base  thing  in  Sparta  for  their 
young  men  to  be  overcome  with  this  kind  of  pleasure. 
For  they  are  desirous,  from  the  very  first,  to  have  their 
youth  susceptible  to  good  and  bad  repute,  to  feel  pain  at 
disgrace,  and  exultation  at  being  commended ;  and  any 
one  who  is  insensible  and  unaffected  in  these  respects  ia 
thought  poor-spirited  and  of  no  capacity  for  virtue.  Am- 
bition and  the  passion  for  distinction  were  thus  implanted 
in  his  character  by  his  Laconian  education,  nor,  if  they 
continued  there,  must  we  blame  his  natural  disposition 
much  for  this.  But  he  was  submissive  to  great  men,  be- 
yond what  seems  agreeable  to  the  Spartan  temper,  and 
could  easily  bear  the  haughtiness  of  those  who  were  in 
power,  when  it  was  any  way  for  his  advantage,  which 
some  are  of  opinion  is  no  small  part  of  political  discretion. 
Aristotle,  who  says  all  great  characters  are  more  or  less 
atrabilious,  as  Socrates  and  Plato  and  Hercules  were, 
writes  that  Lysander,  not  indeed  early  in  life,  but  when  he 
was  old,  became  thus  affected.  What  is  singular  in  his 
character  is  that  he  endured  poverty  very  well,  and  that 
he  was  not  at  all  enslaved  or  corrupted  by  wealth,  and  yet 
he  filled  his  country  with  riches  and  the  love  of  them,  and 
took  away  from  them  the  glory  of  not  admiring  money ; 
importing  amongst  them  an  abundance  of  gold  and  silver 
after  the  Athenian  war,  though  keeping  not  one  drachma 
for  himself  When  Dionysius,  the  tyrant,  sent  his  daughtei"s 
some  costly  gowns  of  Sicilian  manufacture,  he  would  not 
receive  them,  saying  he  was  afraid  they  would  make  them 
look  more  unhandsome.  But  a  while  after,  being  sent  am- 
bassador from  the  same  city  to  the  same  tyrant,  when  he 
had  sent  him  a  couple  of  robes,  and  bade  him  choose  which 
of  tliem  he  would,  and  carry  to  liis  daughter:  "She,"  said 
he,  "  will  be  able  to  choose  best  for  herself,"  and  taking 
both  of  them,  went  liis  way. 
The  Peloponnesian  war  having  now  been  carried  on  a 
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long  time,  and  it  being  expected,  after  the  disaster  of  tlie 
Athenians  in  Sicily,  that  they  would  at  once  lose  the 
mastery  of  the  sea,  and  ere  long  be  routed  everywhere, 
Alcibiades,  returning  from  banishment,  and  taking  the 
command,  produced  a  great  change,  and  made  the  Athenians 
again  a  match  for  their  opponents  by  sea ;  and  the  Lace- 
demonians, in  great  alarm  at  this,  and  calling  up  fresh 
courage  and  zeal  for  the  conflict,  feeling  the  want  of  an 
able  commander-  and  of  a  powerful  armament,  sent  out 
Lysander  to  be  admiral  of  the  seas.  Being  at  Ephesus, 
and  finding  the  city  well  affected  towards  him,  and  favor- 
able to  the  Lacedaemonian  party,  but  in  ill  condition,  and 
in  danger  to  become  barbarized  by  adopting  the  manners 
of  the  Persians,  who  were  much  mingled  among  them,  the 
country  of  Lydia  bordering  upon  them,  and  the  king's 
generals  being  quartered  there  for  a  long  time,  he  pitched 
his  camp  there,  and  commanded  the  merchant  ships  all 
about  to  put  in  thither,  and  proceeded  to  build  ships  of 
war  there ;  and  thus  restored  their  ports  by  the  traific  he 
created,  and  their  market  by  the  employment  he  gave,  and 
filled  their  private  houses  and  their  workshops  with  wealth, 
so  that  from  that  time  the  city  began,  first  of  all,  by 
Lysander's  means,  to  have  some  hopes  of  gi'owing  to  that 
stateliness  and  grandeur  which  now  it  is  at. 

Understanding  that  Cyrus,  the  king's  son,  was  come  to 
Sardis,  he  went  up  to  talk  with  him,  and  to  accuse  Tisa- 
phernes,  who,  receiving  a  command  to  help  the  Lacedaemo- 
nians, and  to  drive  the  Athenians  from  the  sea,  was  thought, 
on  account  of  Alcibiades,  to  have  become  remiss  and  un- 
willing, and  by  paying  the  seamen  slenderly  to  be  ruining 
the  fleet.  Xow  Cyrus  was  willing  that  Tisaphernes  might 
be  found  in  blame,  and  be  ill  reported  of,  as  being,  indeed, 
a  dishonest  man,  and  privately  at  feud  with  himself.  By 
these  means,  and  by  their  daily  intercourse  together,  Ly- 
sander, especially  by  the  submissiveness  of  his  conversation, 
won  the  affection  of  the  young  prince,  and  greatly  roused 
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him  to  carry  on  the  war ;  and  when  he  would  depart,  Cyrtu 
gave  hun  a  banquet,  and  desired  him  not  to  refuse  liisgood' 
will,  but  to  speak  and  ask  whatever  he  had  a  mind  to 
and  that  he  should  not  be  refused  anything  whatsoever 
"Since  you  are  so  very  kind,"  replied  Lysander,  « I  ear 
nestly  request  you  to  add  one  penny  to  the  seamen's  pay 
that  instead  of  three  pence,  they  may  now  receive  foui 
pence."  Cyrus,  delighted  with  his  public  spirit,  gave  hin 
ten  thousand  darics,  out  of  which  he  added  the  penny  tt 
the  seamen's  pay,  and  by  the  renown  of  this  in  a  short  tim( 
emptied  the  ships  of  the  enemies,  as  many  would  com< 
over  to  that  side  which  gave  the  most  pay,  and  those  wh( 
remained,  being  disheartened  and  mutinous,  daily  createc 
trouble  to  the  captains.  Yet  for  all  Lysander  had  so  dis 
tracted  and  weakened  his  enemies,  he  was  afraid  to  engage 
by  sea,  Alcibiades  being  an  energetic  commander,  and  having 
the  superior  number  of  ships,  and  having  been  hitherto,  ii: 
all  battleSj  unconquered  both  by  sea  and  land. 

But  afterwards,  when  Alcibiades  sailed  from  Samos  t« 
Phocsea,  leaving  Antiochus,  the  pilot,  in  command  of  all  Iiis 
forces,  this  Antiochus,  to  insult  Lysander,  sailed  with  two 
galleys  into  the  port  of  the  Ephesians,  and  with  mocking 
and  laughter  proudly  rowed  along  before  the  place  whert 
the  ships  lay  drawn  up.  Lysander,  in  indignation,  launched 
at  first  a  few  ships  only  and  pursued  him,  but  as  soon  ai 
he  saw  the  Athenians  come  to  his  help,  he  added  soim 
other  ships,  and,  at  last,  they  fell  to  a  set  battle  together, 
and  Lysander  won  the  victory,  and  taking  fifteen  of  thei: 
ships,  erected  a  trophy.  For  this,  the  people  in  the  cit] 
being  angry,  put  Alcibiades  out  of  command,  and  flndinj 
himself  despised  by  the  soldiers  in  Samos,  and  ill  spoken  ol 
he  sailed  from  the  army  into  the  Chersonese.  And  thi 
battle,  altliough  not  important  in  itself,  was  made  reuiarli 
able  l)y  its  coiisL'quencL'.s  to  Alcibiades. 

Lysander,  niLainvliile,  inviting  to  Ephesus  such  persons! 
the  various  cities  as  he  saw  to  be  bolder  and  haughtier-spii 
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ited  than  the  rest,  proceeded  to  lay  the  foundations  of  that 
government  by  bodies  of  ten,  and  those  revolutions  which 
afterwards  came  to  pass,  stirring  up  and  urging  them  to 
unite  in  clubs,  and  apply  themselves  to  public  affairs,  since 
as  soon  as  ever  the  Athenians  should  be  put  down,  the 
popular  government,  he  said,  should  be  suppressed  and  they 
should  become  supreme  in  their  several  countries.  And 
he  made  them  believe  these  things  by  present  deeds,  pro- 
moting those  who  were  his  friends  already  to  great  em- 
ployments, honors,  and  offices,  and,  to  gratify  their  covet- 
ousness,  making  himself  a  partner  in  injustice  and  wicked- 
ness. So  much  so,  that  all  flocked  to  him,  and  courted  and 
desired  him,  hoping,  if  he  remained  in  power,  that  the  high- 
est wishes  they  could  form  would  all  be  gratified.  And 
therefore,  from  the  very  beginning,  they  could  not  look  pleas- 
antly upon  Callicratidas,  when  he  came  to  succeed  Lysan- 
der  as  admiral ;  nor,  afterwards,  when  he  had  given  them  ex- 
perience that  he  was  a  most  noble  and  just  person,  were  they 
pleased  with  the  manner  of  his  government,  and  its  straight- 
forward, Dorian,  honest  character.  They  did,  indeed, 
admire  his  virtue,  as  they  might  the  beauty  of  some  hero's 
image  ;  but  their  wishes  A\  ere  for  Lysander's  zealous  and 
profitable  support  of  the  interests  of  his  friends  and  par- 
tisans, and  they  shed  tears,  and  were  nmch  disheartened 
when  he  sailed  from  them.  He  himself  made  them  yet 
more  disaffected  to  Callicratidas ;  for  what  remained  of  the 
money  which  had  been  given  him  to  -pny  the  navy,  he  sent 
back  again  to  Sardis,  bidding  them,  if  they  would,  apply 
to  Callicratidas  himself,  and  see  how  he  was  able  to  main- 
tain the  soldiers.  And,  at  the  last,  sailing  away,  he 
declared  to  him  that  he  delivered  up  the  fleet  in  posses- 
sion and  command  of  the  sea.  But  Callicratidas,  to  expose 
the  emptiness  of  these  high  pretensions,  .said,  "In  that 
case,  leave  Samos  on  the  left  hand,  and  sailing  to  Miletus, 
there  deliver  up  the  ships  to  me;  for  if  we  are  masters 
of  the  sea,  we  need  not  fear  sailing  by  our  enemies  ia 
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Samos."  To  whicli  Lysander  answering,  that  not  himseH 
but  he  commanded  the  ships,  sailed  to  Peloponnesus,  leav- 
ing Callicratidas  in  great  perplexity.  For  neither  had  he 
brought  any  money  from  home  Avith  him,  nor  could  he 
endure  to  tax  the  towns  or  force  them,  being  in  hardship 
enough.  Therefore,  the  only  course  that  was  to  be  taken 
was  to  go  and  beg  at  the  doors  of  the  king's  commanders, 
as  Lysander  had  done ;  for  which  he  was  most  unfit  of  any 
man,  being  of  a  generous  and  great  spirit,  and  one  who 
thought  it  more  becoming  for  the  Greeks  to  suffer  any 
damage  from  one  another,  than  to  flatter  and  wait  at  the 
gates  of  barbarians,  who,  indeed,  had  gold  enough,  but 
nothing  else  that  was  commendable.  But  being  compelled 
by  necessity,  he  proceeded  to  Lydia,  and  went  at  once  to 
Cyrus's  house,  and  sent  in  word,  that  Callicratidas,  the 
admiral,  was  there  to  speak  with  him  ;  one  of  those  who 
kept  the  gates  replied,  "  Cyrus,  O  stranger,  is  not  now  at 
leisure,  for  he  is  drinking."  To  which  Callicratidas 
answered,  most  innocently,  "  Very  well,  I  will  wait  till  he 
has  done  his  draught."  This  time,  therefore,  they  took 
him  for  some  clownish  fellow,  and  he  withdrew,  merely 
laughed  at  by  the  barbarians ;  but  when,  afterwards,  he 
came  a  second  time  to  the  gate,  and  was  not  admitted,  he 
took  it  hardly  and  set  off  for  Ephesus,  wishing  a  great 
many  evils  to  those  who  first  let  themselves  be  insulted 
over  by  these  barbarians,  and  taught  them  to  be  insolent 
because  of  their  riches ;  and  added  vows  to  those  who 
were  present,  that  as  soon  as  ever  he  came  back  to  Sparta, 
he  would  do  all  he  could  to  reconcile  the  Greeks,  that  they 
might  be  formidable  to  barbarians,  and  that  they  should 
cease  henceforth  to  need  their  aid  against  one  another.  But 
Callicratidas,  who  entertained  purposes  worthy  a  Lace* 
dsemonian,  and  showed  liimself  worthy  to  compete  with 
the  very  best  of  Greece,  for  his  justice,  his  greatness  of 
mind  and  courage,  not  long  after,  having  been  beaten  in  a 
sea  fight  at  Arginusse,  died. 
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And  now,  affairs  going  backwards,  the  associates  in  the 
war  sent  an  embassy  to  Sparta,  requiring  Lysander  to  be 
their  admiral,  professing  themselves  ready  to  undertake 
the  business  much  more  zealously  if  he  was  commander-, 
and  Cyrus  also  sent  to  request  the  same  thing.  But 
because  they  had  a  law  which  would  not  suffer  any  one  to 
be  admiral  twice,  and  wished,  nevertheless,  to  gratify  their 
allies,  they  gave  the  title  of  admiral  to  one  Aracus,  and 
sent  Lysander  nominally  as  vice-admiral,  but,  indeed,  with 
full  powers.  So  he  came  out,  long  wished  for  by  the 
greatest  part  of  the  chief  persons  and  leaders  in  the  towns, 
who  hoped  to  grow  to  greater  power  still  by  his  means, 
when  the  popular  governments  should  be  everywhere 
destroyed. 

But  to  those  who  loved  honest  and  noble  behavior  in 
their  commanders,  Lysander,  compared  with  Callioratidas, 
seemed  cunning  and  subtle,  managing  most  things  in  the 
war  by  deceit,  extolling  what  Avas  just  when  it  was  profit- 
able, and  when  it  was  not,  using  that  which  was  conve- 
nient, instead  of  that  which  was  good ;  and  not  judging 
truth  to  be  in  nature  better  than  falsehood,  but  setting  a 
value  upon  both  according  to  interest.  He  would  laugh  at 
those  who  thought  Hercules's  posterity  ought  not  to  use 
deceit  in  war :  "  For  where  the  lion's  skin  will  not  reach, 
you  must  patch  it  out  with  the  fox's."  Such  is  the  con- 
duct recorded  of  him  in  the  business  about  Miletus ;  for 
when  his  friends  and  connections,  whom  he  had  promised 
to  assist  in  suppressing  popular  government,  and  expelling 
their  political  opponents,  had  altered  their  minds,  and  were 
reconciled  to  their  enemies,  he  pretended  openly  as  if  he 
was  pleased  with  it,  and  was  desirous  to  further  the  rec- 
onciliation, but  privately  he  railed  at  and  abused  them, 
and  provoked  them  to  set  upon  the  multitude.  And  as 
soon  as  ever  be  perceived  a  new  attempt  to  be  commencing, 
he  at  once  came  up  and  entered  into  the  city,  and  the  first 
of  the  conspirators  he  lit  upon,  he  pretended  to  rebuke,  and 
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spoke  roughly,  as  if  he  would  punish  them ;  out  theother^ 
meantime,  he  bade  be  courageous,  and  to  fear  noUungjiiow 
he  was  with  them.  And  all  this  acting  and  dissembling 
was  with  the  object  that  the  most  considerable  men  ot  the 
popular  party  might  not  fly  away,  but  might  stay  in  the 
city  and  be  killed ;  which  so  fell  out,  for  all  who  believed 
him  were  put  to  death. 

There  is  a  saying  also,  recorded  by  Androclides,  which 
makes  him  guilty  of  great  indifference  to  the  obligations  of 
an  oath.  His  recommendation,  according  to  this  account, 
was  to  "  cheat  boys  with  dice,  and  men  with  oaths,"  an 
imitation  of  Polycrates  of  Samos,  not  very  honorable  to  a 
lawful  commander,  to  take  example,  namely,  from  a  tyrant; 
nor  in  character  with  Laconian  usages,  to  treat  gods  as  ill 
as  enemies,  or,  indeed,  even  more  injuriously ;  since  he  who 
overreaches  by  an  oath  admits  that  he  fears  his  enemy, 
while  he  despises  his  God. 

Cyrus  now  sent  for  Lysander  to  Sardis,  and  gave  hira 
some  money,  and  promised  him  some  more,  youthfully  pro- 
testing in  favor  to  him,  that  if  his  father  gave  him  noth- 
ing, he  would  supply  him  of  his  own ;  and  if  he  himself 
should  be  destitute  of  all,  he  would  cut  up,  he  said,  to  make 
money,  the  very  throne  upon  which  he  sat  to  do  justice,  it 
being  made  of  gold  and  silver ;  and,  at  last,  on  going  up 
into  Media  to  his  father,  he  ordered  that  he  should  re- 
ceive the  tribute  of  the  towns,  and  committed  his  govern- 
ment to  him,  and  so  taking  his  leave,  and  desiring  hira  not 
to  fight  by  sea  before  he  returned,  for  he  would  come  back 
with  a  great  many  ships  out  of  Phoenicia  and  Cilicla,  de- 
parted to  visit  tlie"^king, 

Lysander's  ships  were  too  few  for  him  to  venture  to  fight, 
and  yet  too  many  to  allow  of  his  remaining  idle ;  he  S3t  out, 
therefore,  and  reduced  some  of  the  islands,  and  wasted 
^gnia  and  Salamis;  and  from  thence  landing  in  Attica, 
and  salutnig  \gi.s,  who  came  from  Decelea  to  meet  him,  hp 
made  a  display  to  the  land-forces  of  the  strength  nf  rne 
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fleet,  as  though  he  could  sail  where  he  pleased,  and  were 
absolute  master  by  sea.  But  hearing  the  Athenians  pur- 
sued him,  he  fled  another  way  through  the  island  into 
Asia.  And  finding  the  Hellespont  without  any  defence,  he 
attacked  Lampsacus  with  his  ships  by  sea ;  while  Thorax, 
acting  in  concert  with  hira  with  the  land  army,  made  an 
assault  on  the  walls;  and  so  having  taken  the  city  by 
storm,  he  gave  it  up  to  his  soldiers  to  plunder.  The  fleet 
of  tlie  Athenians,  a  hundred  and  eighty  ships,  had  just 
arrived  at  Elaeus  in  the  Chersonese  ;  and  hearing  the  news, 
that  Lampsacus  was  destroyed,  they  presently  sailed  to 
Sestos;  where,  taking  in  victuals,  they  advanced  to  .Egos 
Potami,  over  against  their  enemies,  who  were  still  stationed 
about  Lampsacus.  Amongst  other  Athenian  captains  who 
were  now  in  command  was  Philocles,  he  who  persuaded 
the  people  to  pass  a  decree  to  cut  otf  the  right  thumb  of 
the  captives  in  the  war,  that  they  should  not  be  able  to  hold 
the  spear,  though  they  might  the  oar. 

Then  they  all  rested  themselves,  hoping  they  should 
have  battle  the  next  morning.  But  Lysander  had  other 
things  in  his  head ;  he  commanded  the  mariners  and  pilots 
to  go  on  board  at  dawn,  as  if  there  should  be  a  battle  as 
Boon  as  it  was  day,  and  to  sit  there  in  order,  and  without 
any  noise,  excepting  what  should  be  commanded,  and  in 
like  manner  that  the  land  army  should  remain  quietly  in 
their  ranks  by  the  sea.  But  the  sun  rising,  and  the  Athe- 
nians sailing  up  with  their  whole  fleet  inline,  and  challeng- 
ing them  to  battle,  he,  though  he  had  had  his  ships  all 
drawn  up  and  manned  before  daybreak,  nevertheless  did 
oot  stir.  He  merely  sent  some  small  boats  to  those  who 
lay  foremost,  and  bade  them  keep  still  and  stay  in  their 
arder ;  not  to  be  disturbed,  and  none  of  them  to  sail  out  and 
sfEer  battle.  So  about  evening,  the  Athenians  sailing  back, 
lie  would  not  let  the  seamen  go  out  of  the  ships  before  two 
M  three,  which  he  had  sent  to  espy,  were  returned,  after 
^fieing  the  enemies  disembark.   And  thus  they  did  the  next 
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day,  and  the  third,  and  so  to  the  fourth.  So  that  the  Athe 
nians  grew  extremely  confident,  and  disdained  their  ene- 
mies as  if  tliey  Iiad  been  afraid  and  daunted.  At  this  time, 
Alcibiades,  who  was  in  his  castle  in  the  Chersonese,  came 
on  horseback  to  the  Athenian  army,  and  found  fault  with 
their  captains,  first  of  all  that  they  had  pitched  their  camp 
neither  well  nor  safely  on  an  exposed  and  open  beach,  a  very 
bad  landing  for  the  ships,  and  secondly,  that  where  they 
were,  they  had  to  fetch  all  they  wanted  from  Sestos,  some 
considerable  way  off ;  whereas  if  they  sailed  round  a  little 
way  to  the  town  and  harbor  of  Sestos,  they  would  be  at 
a  safer  distance  from  an  enemy,  who  lay  watching  theii 
movements,  at  the  command  of  a  single  general,  terror  o) 
whom  made  every  order  rapidly  executed.  This  advice 
however,  they  would  not  listen  to ;  and  Tydeus  answerec 
disdainfully,  that  not  he,  but  others,  were  in  office  now 
So  Alcibiades,  who  even  suspected  there  must  be  treachery 
departed.  4 
But  on  the  fifth  day,  the  Athenians  having  sailed  tel 
wards  them,  and  gone  back  again  as  they  were  used  to  dc 
very  proudly  and  full  of  contempt,  Lysander  sending  soran 
ships,  as  usual,  to  look  out,  commanded  the  masters  of  thec; 
that  when  they  saw  the  Athenians  go  to  land,  they  shoulijs 
row  back  again  with  all  their  speed,  and  that  when  theji 
were  about  half-way  across,  they  should  lift  up  a  hraze^i 
shield  from  the  foredeck,  as  the  sign  of  battle.  An| 
he  himself  sailing  round,  encouraged  the  pilots  andraastei-i 
of  the  ships,  and  exhorted  them  to  keep  all  their  men  t; 
their  places,  seamen  and  soldiers  alike,  and  as  soon  as  ev(  ; 
the  sign  should  be  given,  to  row  up  boldly  to  their  enemiei, 
Accordingly,  when  the  shield  had  been  lifted  up  from  tl>j 
ships,  and  the  trumpet  from  the  admiral's  vessel  hfi 
sounded  for  the  battle,  the  ships  rowed  up,  and  the  fo;,, 
soldiers  strove  to  get  along-  l)y  the  shore  to  the  promontoijj 
The  distance  there  between  the  two  continents  isfiftei.,, 
furlongs,  which,  by  the  zeal  and  eagerness  of  the  rowei.^ 
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ms  quickly  traversed    Conon,  one  of  the  Athenian  com- 
manders,  was  the  first  who  saw  from  the  land  the  fleet  ad- 
vancing, and  shouted  out  to  embark,  and  in  the  greatest 
distress  bade  some  and  entreated  others,  and  some  he  forced 
to  man  the  ships.    But  all  his  diligence  signified  nothing, 
because  the  men  were  scattered  about ;  for  as  soon  as  they 
came  out  of  the  ships,  expecting  no  such  matter,  some  went 
to  market,  others  walked  about  the  country,  or  went  to 
sleep  in  their  tents,  or  got  their  dinners  ready,  being,  through 
their  commanders'  want  of  skill,  as  far  as  possible  from  any 
thought  of  what  was  to  happen ;  and  the  enemy  now  coming 
up  with  shouts  and  noise,  Conon,  with  eight  ships,  sailed  out, 
and  making  his  escape,  passed  from  thence  to  Cyprus,  to 
Evagoras.    The  Peloponnesians  falling  upon  the  rest,  some 
they  took  quite  empty,  and  some  they  destroyed  while 
they  were  filling;  the  men,  meantime,  coming  unarmed  and 
scattered  to  help,  died  at  their  ships,  or,  flying  by  land, 
were  slain,  their  enemies  disembarking  and  pursuing  them. 
Lysander  took  three  thousand  prisoners,  with  the  generals, 
and  the  whole  fleet,  excepting  the  sacred  ship  Paralus,  and 
those  which  fled  with  Conon.    So  taking  their  ships  in  tow, 
and  having  plundered  their  tents,  with  pipe  and  songs  of 
victory,  he  sailed  back  to  Lampsacus,  having  accomplished 
a  great  work  with  small  pains,  and  having  finished  in  one 
hour  a  war  which  had  been  protracted  in  its  continuance, 
and  diversified  in  its  incidents  and  in  its  fortunes  to  a  de- 
gree exceeding  belief,  compared  with  all  before  it.  After 
altering  its  shape  and  character  a  thousand  times,  and 
after  having  been  the  destruction  of  more  commanders 
than  all  the  previous  wars  of  Greece  put  together,  it  was 
now  put  an  end  to  by  the  good  counsel  and  ready  conduct 
of  one  man. 

Some,  therefore,  looked  upon  the  result  as  a  divine  inter- 
vention, and  there  were  certain  who  affirmed  that  the  stars 
of  Castor  and  Pollux  were  seen  on  each  side  of  Lysander's 
jhip,  when  he  first  set  sail  from  the  haven  toward  bis 
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enemies,  shining  about  the  helm ;  and  some  say  the  stone 
which  fell  down  was  a  sign  of  this  shiughter.  For  a  stone 
of  a  great  size  did  fall,  according  to  the  common  belief, 
from  heaven,  at  Mgoa  Potami,  which  is  shown  to  this  day, 
and  held  in  great  esteem  hy  the  Chersonites.  And  it  is 
said  that  Anaxagoras  foretold,  that  the  occurrence  of  a  slip 
or  shake  among  the  bodies  fixed  in  the  heavens,  dislodging 
any  one  of  them,  would  be  followed  by  the  fall  of  tlie  wliole 
of  them.  For  no  one  of  the  stars  is  now  in  the  same  place 
in  which  it  was  at  first ;  for  they,  being  according  to  him, 
like  stones  and  heavy,  shine  by  the  refraction  of  the  upper 
air  round  about  them,  and  are  carried  along  forcibly  by 
the  violence  of  the  circular  motion  by  which  they  were 
originally  withheld  from  falling,  when  cold  and  lieavy 
bodies  were  first  separated  from  the  general  universe.  But 
there  is  a  more  probable  opinion  than  this  maintained  by 
some,  who  say  that  falling  stars  are  no  effluxes,  nor  dis- 
charges  of  ethereal  fire,  extinguished  almost  at  the  instant 
of  its  igniting  by  the  lower  air;  neither  are  they  the  sudden 
combustion  and  blazing  up  of  a  quantity  of  the  lower  air 
let  loose  in  great  abundance  into  the  upper  region ;  but  the 
heavenly  bodies,  by  a  relaxation  of  the  force  of  their  cir- 
cular movement,  are  carried  by  an  irregular  course,  not  in 
general  into  the  inhabited  part  of  the  earth,  but  for  the 
most  part  into  the  wide  sea ;  which  is  the  cause  of  their 
not  being  observed.  Daimachus,  in  his  treatise  on  Religion, 
supports  the  view  of  Anaxagoras.  He  says,  that  before 
this  stone  fell,  for  seventy-five  days  continually,  there  was 
seen  in  the  heavens  a  vast  fiery  body,  as  if  it  had  been  ii 
flaming  cloud,  not  resting,  but  carried  about  with  several 
mtricate  and  broken  movements,  so  that  the  flaming  pieces, 
which  were  broken  off  by  this  commotion  and  running 
about,  were  carried  in  all  directions,  shining  as  falling  stars 
do.  But  when  it  afterwards  came  down  to  the  ground  in 
this  district,  and  the  people  of  the  place  recovering  from 
their  fear  and  astonishment  came  together,  there  was  no 
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fire  to  be  seen,  neither  any  sign  of  it ;  there  was  only  a 
stone  lying,  big  indeed,  but  which  bore  no  proportion,  to 
speak  of,  to  that  fiery  compass.  It  is  manifest  that 
Daimachus  needs  to  have  indulgent  hearers ;  but  if  what 
be  says  be  true,  he  altogether  proves  those  to  be  wrong 
who  say  that  a  rock  broken  off  from  the  top  of  some  mount- 
ain, by  winds  and  tempests,  and  caught  and  whirled  about 
like  a  top,  as  soon  as  this  impetus  began  to  slacken  t^nd 
cease,  was  precipitated  and  fell  to  the  ground.  Unless^  in- 
deed, we  choose  to  say  that  the  phenomenon  which  was 
observed  for  so  many  days  was  really  fire,  and  that  the 
change  in  the  atmosphere  ensuing  on  its  extinction  was 
attended  with  violent  winds  and  agitations,  which  might  lie 
the  cause  of  this  stone  being  carried  off.  The  exactor 
treatment  of  this  subject  belongs,  however,  to  a  different 
kmd  of  writing. 

Lysander,  after  the  three  thousand  Athenians  whom  he 
had  taken  prisoners  were  condemned  by  the  commissioners 
to  die,  called  Philocles  the  genei-al,  and  asked  him  what 
punishment  he  considered  himself  to  deserve,  for  having 
advised  the  citizens,  as  he  had  done,  against  the  Greeks ; 
but  he,  being  nothing  cast  down  at  his  calamity,  bade  him 
not  to  accuse  him  of  matters  of  which  nobody  was  a  judge, 
but  to  do  to  him,  now  he  was  a  conqueror,  as  he  would 
have  suffered,  had  he  been  overcome.  Then  washing  him- 
self, and  putting  on  a  fine  cloak,  he  led  the  citizens  the 
way  to  the  slaughter,  as  Theophrastus  writes  in  hiS  history. 
After  this  Lysander,  sailing  about  to  the  various  cities, 
bade  all  the  Athenians  he  met  go  into  Athens,  declaring 
that  he  would  spare  none,  but  kill  every  man  whom  he 
found  out  of  the  city,  intending  thus  to  cause  immediate 
famine  and  scarcity  there,  that  they  might  not  make  the 
,  siege  laborious  to  him,  having  provisions  sufficient  to  en- 
dure it.  And  suppressing  the  popular  governments  and 
all  other  constitutions,  he  left  one  Lacedsemonian  chief 
officer  m  every  city,  with  ten  rulers  to  act  with  him,  selected 
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out  of  the  societies  wliich  he  had  previously  formed  in  Hn 
different  towns.    And  doing  thus  as  well  in  the  cities  of 
his  enemies  as  of  his  associates,  he  sailed  leisurely  on, 
establishing,  in  a  manner,  for  himself  supremacy  over  the 
whole  of  Greece.    Neither  did  he  make  choice  of  rulers  by 
birth  or  by  wealth,  but  bestowed  the  offices  on  bis  own 
friends  and  partisans,  doing  everything  to  please  them, 
and  putting  absolute  power  of  reward  and  punishment  intc 
their  hands.    And  thus,  personally  appearing  on  many 
occasions  of  bloodshed  and  massacre,  and  aiding  his  friends 
to  expel  their  opponents,  he  did  not  give  the  Greeks  a 
favorable  specimen  of  the  Lacedaemonian  government ;  and 
the  expression  of  Theopompus,  the  comic  poet,  seemed  but 'I 
poor,  when  he  compared  the  Lacedaemonians  to  tavern  j 
women,  because  when  the  Greeks  had  first  tasted  the:; 
sweet  wine  of  liberty,  they  then  poured  vinegar  into  the^i 
cup ;  for  from  the  very  fix*st  it  had  a  rough  and  bitter  taste,Ti 
all  government  by  the  people  being  suppressed  by  Lysander  j( 
and  the  boldest  and  least  scrupulous  of  the  oligarchicaaj 
party  selected  to  rule  the  cities.  ^dffc 
Having  spent  some  little  time  about  these  things,  am  j,) 
sent  some  before  to  Lacedsemon  to  tell  them  he  was  arrivfiffj 
ing  with  two  hundred  ships,  he  united  his  forces  in  Attic 
with  tliose  of  the  two  kings  Agis  and  Pausanias,  hoping  Ivf 
take  tlie  city  without  delay.    But  when  the  Athenians  di^jj 
fended  themselves,  he  with  his  fleet  passed  again  to  Asi  j 
and  in  like  manner  destroyed  the  forms  of  government  jj 
all  the  other  cities,  and  placed  them  under  the  rule  of  bi,,,|j, 
chief  persons,  many  in  every  one  being  killed,  and  niaij^^ 
driven  into  exile;  and  in  Samos,  he  expelled  the  who,^^! 
people,  and  gave  their  cities  to  the  exiles  whom  he  brougjjj 
back.    And  the  Atlienians  still  possessing  Sestos,  he  tc 
It  from  them,  and  suffered  not  the  Sestiuns  themselves? 
dwell  m  it,  but  gave  the  city  and  country  to  be  divided  C 
among  the  pilots  and  masters  of  the  sliips  under  hi  ^ 
which  was  his  first  act  that  was  disallowed  bv  the  Lac© 
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monians,  who  brought  the  Sestians  back  again  into  their 
country.  All  Greece,  however,  rejoiced  to  see  the  ^gi- 
netans,  by  Lysander's  aid,  now  again,  after  a  long  time, 
receiving  back  their  cities,  and  the  Melians  and  Scionaeans 
restored,  while  the  Athenians  were  driven  out,  and  de- 
livered up  the  cities. 

But  when  he  now  understood  they  were  in  a  bad  case  in 
the  city  because  of  the  famine,  he  sailed  to  Piraeus,  and  re- 
duced the  city,  which  was  compelled  to  surrender  on  what 
conditions  he  demanded.    One  hears  it  said  by  Lacedsemo- 
nians  that  Lysander  wrote  to  the  Ephors  thus :  "  Athens 
is  taken  ; "  and  that  these  magistrates  wrote  back  to  Ly- 
sander, "  Taken  in  enough."    But  this  saying  was  invented 
for  its  neatness'  sake  ;  for  the  true  decree  of  the  magistrates 
was  on  this  manner :  "  The  government  of  the  Lacedaemo- 
nians has  made  these  orders ;  pull  down  the  Piraeus  and 
the  long  walls  ;  quit  all  the  towns,  and  keep  to  your  own 
land;  if  you  do  these  things,  you  shall  have  peace,  if  you 
wish  it,  restoring  also  your  exiles.    As  concerning  the 
number  of  the  ships,  whatsoever  there  be  judged  necessary 
to  appoint,  that  do."  This  scroll  of  conditions  the  Athenians 
•accepted,  Theramenes,  son  of  Hagnon,  supporting  it.  At 
which  time,  too,  they  say  that  when  Cleomenes,  one  of  the 
young  orators,  asked  him  how  he  durst  act  and  speak  con- 
trary to  Themistocles,  delivering  up  the  walls  to  the  Lace- 
fiemonians,  which  he  had  built  against  the  will  of  the  Lace- 
laemonians,  he  said,  "  O  young  man,  I  do  nothing  contrary 
to  Themistocles ;  for  he  raised  these  walls  for  the  safety 
)f  the  citizens,  and  we  pull  them  down  for  their  safety ; 
ffld  if  walls  make  a  city  happy,  then  Sparta  must  be  the 
oost  wretched  of  all,  as  it  has  none." 
„,tlysander,  as  soon  as  he  had  taken  all  the  ships  except 
welve,  and  the  walls  of  the  Athenians,  on  the  sixteenth 
lay  of  the  month  Munychion,  the  same  on  which  they  had 
(Tercome  the  barbarians  at  Salamis,  then  proceeded  to 
Ike  measures  for  altering  the  government.   But  the 
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Athenians  taking  that  very  unwillingly,  and  resisting,  ha 
sent  to  the  people  and  informed  them  that  lie  found  that 
the  city  had  broken  the  terms,  for  the  walls  were  standinof 
when  the  days  were  past  within  which  they  should  have 
been  pulled  down.  He  should,  therefore,  consider  their 
case  anew,  they  having  broken  their  first  articles.  And 
some  state,  in  fact,  the  proposal  was  made  in  the  congress 
of  the  allies,  that  the  Athenians  should  all  be  sold  as  slaves  •, 
on  which  occasion,  Erianthus,  the  Theban,  gave  his  vote 
to  pull  down  the  city,  and  turn  the  country  into  sheep- 
pasture  ;  yet  afterwards,  when  there  was  a  meeting  of  the 
captains  together,  a  man  of  Phocis,  singing  the  first  chorus 
in  Euripides's  Electra,  which  begins, 

Electra,  Agamemnon's  child,  I  come 
Unto  thy  desert  home, 

they  were  all  melted  with  compassion,  and  it  seemed  to  be 
a  cruel  deed  io  destroy  and  pull  down  a  city  which  had 
been  so  famous,  and  produced  such  men. 

Accordingly  Lysander,  the  Athenians  yielding  up  every- 
thing,  sent  for  a  number  of  flute- women  out  of  the  city, 
and  collected  together  all  that  were  in  the  camp,  and  pulled 
down  the  walls,  and  burnt  the  ships  to  the  sound  of  the 
flute,  the  allies  being  crowned  with  garlands,  and  making 
merry  together,  as  counting  that  day  the  beginning  of  their 
liberty.  He  proceeded  also  at  once  to  alter  the  government, 
placing  thirty  rulers  in  the  city  and  ten  in  the  Piraeus:  he 
put,  also,  a  garrison  into  the  Acropolis,  and  made  Callibius, 
a  Spartan,  the  governor  of  it ;  who  afterwards  taking  up 
his  staff  to  strike  Autolycus,  the  athlete,  about  whom 
Xenophon  wrote  his  "  Banquet,"  on  his  tripping  up  his 
heels  and  throwmg  him  to  the  ground,  Lysander  was  not 
vexed  at  it,  but  chid  Calhbius,  telling  him  he  did  not  know 
how  to  govern  freemen.  The  thirty  rulers,  however,  U 
gam  Callibius's  favor,  a  little  after  killed  Autolycus. 

Lysander,  after  this,  sails  out  to  Thrace,  and  what  re 
mamea  of  the  public  money,  and  the  gifts  andcraWDl' 
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which  He  had  himself  received,  numbers  of  people,  as  mighl 

be  expected,  being  anxious  to  make  presents  to  a  man  of 
such  great  power,  who  was,  in  a  manner,  the  lord  of  Greece, 
he  sends  to  Lacedsemon  by  Gylippus,  who  had  commanded 
formerly  in  Sicily.  But  he,  it  is  reported,  unsewed  the 
sacks  at  the  bottom,  took  a  considerable  amount  of  silver 
out  of  every  one  of  them,  and  sewed  them  up  again,  not 
knowing  there  was  a  writing  in  every  one  stating  how 
much  there  was.  And  coming  into  Sparta,  what  he  had 
thus  stolen  away  he  hid  under  the  tiles  of  his  house,  and 
delivered  up  the  sacks  to  the  magistrates,  and  showed  the 
seals  were  upon  them.  But  afterwards,  on  their  opening 
the  sacks  and  counting  it,  the  quantity  of  the  silver  dif- 
fered from  what  the  writing  expressed;  and  the  matter 
causing  some  perplexity  to  the  magistrates,  Gylippus's 
servant  tells  them  in  a  riddle,  that  under  the  tiles  lay 
many  owls;  for,  as  it  seems,  the  greatest  part  of  the  money 
then  current  bore  the  Athenian  stamp  of  the  owl.  Gylip- 
pus having  committed  so  foul  and  base  a  deed,  after  such 
great  and  distinguished  exploits  before,  removed  himself 
from  Lacedsemon. 

But  the  wisest  of  the  Spartans,  very  much  on  account  of 
this  occurrence,  dreading  the  influence  of  money,  as  being 
what  had  corrupted  the  greatest  citizens,  exclaimed  against 
Lysander's  conduct,  and  declared  to  the  Ephors,  that  all 
the  silver  and  gold  should  be  sent  away,  as  mere  "  alien 
mischiefs."  These  consulted  about  it;  and  Theopompus 
says  it  was  Sciraphidas,  but  Ephorus  that  it  was  Phlo- 
gidas,  who  declared  they  ought  not  to  receive  any  gold  or 
silver  into  the  city ;  but  to  use  their  own  country  coin, 
which  was  iron,  and  was  first  of  all  dipped  in  vinegar  when 
it  was  red-hot,  that  it  might  not  be  worked  up  anew,  but 
because  of  the  dipping  might  be  hard  and  unpliable.  It 
Was  also,  of  course,  very  heavy  and  troublesome  to  carry, 
and  a  great  deal  of  it  in  quantitj'-  and  weight  was  but  a 
Bttle  in  value.  And  perhaps  all  the  old  money  was  so, 
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com  consisting  of  iron,  or,  ni  some  countries,  copper  skew- 
ers, whence  It  comes  ttiat  we  still  tind  a  great  number  ol 
small  pieces  of  money  retain  the  name  of  obolus,  and  the 
drachma  is  six  of  these,  because  so  much  may  be  grasped 
m  one's  hand.    But  Lysander's  friends  being  against  it, 
and  endeavoring  to  keep  the  money  in  the  city,  it  was 
resolved  to  bring  in  this  sort  of  money  to  bo  used  publicly, 
enacting,  at  the  same  time,  that  if  any  one  was  found  in 
possession  of  any  privately,  he  should  be  put  to  death,  as  if 
Lycurgus  had  feared  the  coin,  and  not  the  covetousness 
resulting  from  it,  which  they  did  not  repress  by  letting 
no  private  man  keep  any,  so  much  as  they  encouraged  it, ' 
by  allowing  the  state  to  possess  it;  attaching  thereby  ni 
sort  of  dignity  to  it,  over  and  above  its  ordinary  utillty.?tJ 
Neither  was  it  possible,  that  what  they  saw  was  so  nuicliil( 
esteemed  publicly  they  should  privately  despise  as  unprofit- 
able ;  and  that  every  one  should  think  that  thing  could  bt?! 
nothing  worth  for  his  own  personal  use,  whicii  was  sc 
extremely  valued  and  desired  for  the  use  of  the  state.  And^s 
moral  habits,  induced  by  public  practices,  are  far  quickeiij 
in  making  their  way  into  men's  private  lives,  than  the  fail!n 
ings  and  faults  of  individuals  are  in  infecting  the  city  ailti 
large.    For  it  is  probable  that  the  parts  will  be  rather  cor:i 
rupted  by  the  whole  if  that  grows  bad;  while  the  vices  whiclii;i 
flow  from  a  part  into  the  whole,  And  many  correctiveljj 
and  remedies  from  that  which  remains  sound.   Terror  amjjfi 
the  law  were  now  to  keep  guard  over  the  citizens'  house!' 
to  prevent  any  money  entering  into  them  :  but  their  nun4||(iiij 
could  no  longer  be  expected  to  remain  superior  to  thjjjp 
desire  of  it  when  wealth  in  general  was  thus  set  up  to  bjn, 
striven  after,  as  a  high  and  noble  object.    On  this  poin^-jj 
however,  we  have  given  our  censure  of  the  LacedsemoniaDj,, 
in  one  of  our  other  writings.  HI 
Lysander  erected  out  of  the  spoils  brazen  statues  at  Den, 
phi  of  himself,  and  of  every  one  of  the  masters  of  the  ship 
as  also  figures  of  the  goldeu  stars  of  Castor  and  Pollu:,,. 
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which  vanished  before  the  battle  at  Leuctra.  In  the 
treasury  of  Brasidas  and  the  Acanthians,  there  was  a 
trireme  made  of  gold  and  ivory,  of  two  cubits,  which  Cyrus 
sent  Lysander  in  honor  of  his  victory.  But  Alexandrides 
of  Delphi  writes,  ni  his  history,  that  there  was  also  a  de- 
posit of  Lysander's,  a  talent  of  silver,  and  fifty-two  minas, 
besides  eleven  staters ;  a  statement  not  consistent  with  the 
generally  received  account  of  his  povertj^  And  at  that 
time,  Lysander,  being  in  fact  of  greater  power  than  any 
Greek  before,  was  yet  thought  to  show  a  pride,  and  to  affect 
a  superiority  greater  even  than  his  power  warranted. 
He  was  the  first,  as  Duris  says  in  his  history,  among  th« 
Greeks,  to  whom  the  cities  reared  altars  as  to  a  god,  and 
sacrificed;  to  him  were  songs  of  triumph  first  sung,  the 
beginning  of  one  of  which  still  remains  recorded  : — 

Great  Greece's  general  from  spacious  Sparta  W9 
Will  celebrate  with  son^  of  victory. 

And  the  Samians  decreed  that  their  solemnities  of  Juno 
should  be  called  the  Lysandria ;  and  out  of  the  poets  he  had 
Chcerilus  always  with  him,  to  extol  his  achievements  in 
verse;  and  to  Antilochus,  who  had  made  some  verses  in 
his  commendation,  being  pleased  with  tiiem,  he  gave  a  hat 
Ml  of  silver;  and  when  Antimachus  of  Colophon,  and  one 
Niceratus  of  Heraclea,  competed  with  each  other  in  a  poem 
on  the  deeds  of  Lysander,  he  gave  the  garland  to  Xiceratus; 
at  which  Antimachus,  in  vexation,  suppressed  his  poem  ; 
but  Plato,  being  then  a  young  man,  and  admiring  Anti- 
machus for  his  poetry,  consoled  him  for  his  defeat  by  telling 
him  that  it  Is  the  ignorant  who  are  the  sufferers  by  igno- 
ranee,  as  truly  as  the  blind  by  want  of  sight.  Afterwards, 
when  Aristonus,  the  musician,  who  had  been  a  conqueror 
Bix  times  at  the  Pythian  games,  told  him  as  a  piece  of  flat- 
fiwy,  that  if  he  were  successful  again,  he  would  proclaim 
himself  in  the  name  of  Lysander,  "  that  is,"  he  answered, 
■^asms  slave?" 
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This  ambitions  temper  was  indeed  only  burdensome  ti 
the  highest  personages  and  to  his  equals,  but  through  having 
so  many  people  devoted  to  serve  him,  an  extreme  haughtU 
ness  and  contemptuousness  grew  up,  together  with  ainbi- 
tion,  in  his  character.  He  observed  no  sort  of  moderation, 
such  as  befitted  a  private  man,  either  in  rewarding  or  in 
punishing ;  the  recompense  of  his  friends  and  guests  was 
absolute  power  over  cities,  and  irresponsible  authority,  and 
the  only  satisfaction  of  his  wrath  was  the  destruction  of 
his  enemy ;  banishment  would  not  suffice.  As  for  example, 
at  a  later  period,  fearing  lest  the  popular  leaders  of  tlie 
Milesians  should  fly,  and  desiring  also  to  discover  those  wlio 
lay  hid,  he  swore  he  would  do  them  no  harm,  and  on  their 
believing  him  and  coming  forth,  he  delivered  them  up  to 
the  oligarchical  leaders  to  be  slain,  being  in  all  no  less  than 
eight  hundred.  And,  indeed,  the  slaughter  in  general  ol 
those  of  the  popular  party  in  the  towns  exceeded  all  com- 
putation ;  as  he  did  not  kill  only  for  offences  against  him- 
self,  but  granted  these  favors  without  sparing,  and  joined 
in  the  execution  of  them,  to  gratify  the  many  hatreds, 
and  the  much  cupidity  of  his  friends  everywhere  round 
about  him.  From  whence  the  saying  of  Eteocles,  the 
Lacedaemonian,  came  to  be  famous,  that  "  Greece  could 
not  have  borne  two  Lysanders."  Theophrastus  says, 
that  Archestratus  said  the  same  thing  concerning  Alcibi-, 
ades.  But  in  his  case  what  had  given  most  offence  was  a- 
certain  licentious  and  wanton  self-will ;  Lysander's  power; 
was  feared  and  hated  because  of  his  unmerciful  disposi- 
tion. The  Lacedaemonians  did  not  at  all  concern  them- 
selves for  any  other  accusers;  but  afterwards,  when. 
Pharnabazus,  having  been  injured  by  him,  he  having 
pillaged  and  wasted  his  country,  sent  some  to  Sparta  tc 
inform  against  him,  the  Ephors  taking  it  very  ill,  put  ont 
of  his  friends  and  fellow-captains,  Thorax,  to  death,  tak, 
ing  him  with  some  silver  priv;itt'ly  in  his  possession ;  and 
they  sent  him  a  scroll,  commanding  him  to  return  home 
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This  scroll  is  made  up  thus :  When  the  Ephors  send  an 
admiral  or  general  on  liis  way,  they  take  two  round  pieces 
of  wood,  both  exactly  of  a  length  and  thickness,  and  cut 
even  to  one  another ;  they  keep  one  themselves,  and  the 
other  they  give  to  the  person  they  send  forth ;  and  these 
pieces  of  wood  they  call  Scytales.  When,  therefore,  they 
have  occasion  to  communicate  any  secret  or  important 
matter,  making  a  scroll  of  parchment  long  and  narrow 
like  a  leathern  thong,  they  roll  it  about  their  own  staff  of 
wood  leaving  no  space  void  between,  but  covering  the  snr- 
face  of  the  staff  with  the  scroll  all  over.  When  they  have 
done  this,  they  write  what  they  please  on  the  scroll,  as  it 
is  wrapped  about  the  staff ;  and  when  they  have  written, 
they  take  off  the  scroll,  and  send  it  to  the  general  without 
the  wood.  He,  when  he  has  received  it,  can  read  nothing 
of  the  writing,  because  the  words  and  letters  are  not  con- 
nected, but  all  broken  up;  but  taking  his  own  staff,  he 
winds  the  slip  of  the  scroll  about  it,  so  that  this  folding, 
restoring  all  the  parts  into  the  same  order  that  they  were 
in  before,  and  putting  what  comes  first  into  connection 
with  what  follows,  brings  the  whole  consecutive  contents 
to  view  round  the  outside.  And  this  scroll  is  called  a  staff, 
after  the  name  of  the  wood,  as  a  thing  measured  is  by  the 
name  of  the  measure. 

But  Lysander,  when  the  staff  came  to  him  to  the  Hel- 
lespont, was  troubled,  and  fearing  Pharnabazus's  accusa- 
tions  most,  made  haste  to  confer  with  him,  hoping  to  end 
the  difference  by  a  meeting  together.  When  they  met,  he 
desired  him  to  write  another  letter  to  the  magistrates,  stat- 
ing that  he  had  not  been  wronged,  and  had  no  complaint 
to  prefer.  But  he  was  ignorant  that  Pharnabazus,  as  it  is 
in  the  proverb,  played  Cretan  against  Cretan  ;  for  pretend- 
ing to  do  all  that  was  desired,  openly  he  wrote  such  a 
letter  as  Lysander  wanted,  but  kept  by  him  another,  writ- 
Jen  privately ;  and  when  they  came  to  put  on  the  seals, 
''•anged  the  tablets,  which  differed  not  at  all  to  look  upon, 
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and  gave  liiin  the  letter  which  had  been  written  privately. 
Lysander,  accordingly,  coming  to  Lacedaenion,  and  going, 
as  the  custom  is,  to  the  magistrates'  office,  gave  Pharna. 
bazus's  letter  to  the  Ephors,  Ix'ing  persuaded  that  the 
greatest  aeeusation  against  him  w  as  now  withdrawn ;  for 
Pliarnabazus  was  beloved  by  the  Lace(l;cmonians,  having 
been  the  most  zealous  on  their  side  in  the  war  of  all  the 
king's  captains.  But  after  the  magistrates  had  read  the 
letter  they  showed  it  him,  and  he  understanding  now  that 

others  bcsiil"  T'lysscs  deep  can  bo, 
Not  tlio  one  wise  niau  of  the  world  is  he, 

in  extreme  confusion,  left  them  at  the  time.  But  a  few 
days  after,  meeting  the  Ephors,  he  said  he  must  go  to  the 
temple  of  Amnion,  and  offer  the  god  the  sacrifices  which  he 
had  vowed  in  war.  For  some  state  it  as  a  truth,  that  when 
he  was  besieging  the  city  of  Aphytse  in  Thrace,  Aramon 
stood  by  him  in  his  sleep ;  whereupon  raising  the  siege, 
supposing  the  god  had  commanded  it,  he  bade  the  Aphy- 
tseans  sacriflce  to  Amnion,  and  resolved  to  make  a  journey 
into  Libya  to  propitiate  the  god.  But  most  were  of  opin- 
ion that  the  god  was  but  the  pretence,  and  that  in  reality 
he  was  afraid  of  the  Ephors,  and  that  impatience  of  the 
yoke  at  home,  and  dislike  of  living  under  authority,  made 
him  long  for  some  travel  and  wandering,  like  a  horse  just 
brought  in  from  open  feeding  and  pasture  to  the  stable, 
and  put  again  to  his  ordinary  work.  For  that  wliich 
Ephorus  states  to  have  been  the  cause  of  this  travelling 
about,  I  shall  relate  by  and  by. 

And  having  hardly  and  with  dififlculty  obtained  leave  of 
the  magistrates  to  depart,  beset  sail.  But  the  kings,  while 
he  was  on  iiis  voyage,  considering  that  keeping,  as  he  did, 
the  cities  in  possession  by  his  own  friends  and  partisans, 
he  was  in  fact  their  sovereign  and  the  lord  of  Greece,  took 
measures  for  restoring  the  power  to  the  people,  and  for 
throwing  his  friends  out.   Disturbances  commenciiig  again 
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about  these  things,  and,  first  of  all,  the  Athenians  from 
Phyle  setting  upon  their  thirty  rulers  and  overpowering 
them,  Lysander,  coming  home  in  haste,  persuaded  the 
Lacedaemonians  to  support  the  oligarchies  and  to  put  down 
the  popular  governments,  and  to  the  thirty  in  Athens,  first 
of  all,  they  sent  a  hundred  talents  for  the  war,  and  Lysander 
himself,  as  general,  to  assist  them.  But  the  kings  envying 
him,  and  fearing  lest  he  should  take  Athens  again,  resolved 
that  one  of  themselves  should  take  the  command.  Accord- 
ingly Pausanias  went,  and  in  words,  indeed,  professed  as  if 
he  had  been  for  the  tyrant  against  the  people,  but  in  reality 
exerted  himself  for  peace,  that  Lysander  might  not  by  the 
means  of  his  friends  become  lord  of  Athens  again.  This  he 
brought  easily  to  pass ;  for,  reconciling  the  Athenians,  and 
quieting  the  tumults,  he  defeated  the  ambitious  hope  of 
Lysander,  though  shortly  after,  on  the  Athenians  rebelling 
again,  he  was  censured  for  having  thus  taken,  as  it  were, 
the  bit  out  of  the  mouth  of  the  people,  which,  being  freed 
from  the  oligarchy,  would  now  break  out  again  into  aiTronts 
and  insolence;  and  Lysander  regained  the  reputation  of 
a  person  who  employed  his  command  not  in  gratification 
of  others,  not  for  applause,  but  strictly  for  the  good  of 
Sparta. 

His  speech,  also,  was  bold  and  daunting  to  such  as 
opposed  him.  The  Argives,  for  example,  contended  about 
the  bounds  of  their  land,  and  thought  they  brought  juster 
pleas  than  the  Lacedaemonians ;  holding  out  his  sword, 
"He,"  said  Lysander,  "that  is  master  of  this,  brings  the 
best  argument  about  the  bounds  of  territory."  A  man 
of  Megara,  at  some  conference,  taking  freedom  with  him, 
"This  language,  my  friend,"  said  he,  "should  come  from  a 
city."  To  the  Boeotians,  who  were  acting  a  doubtful  part, 
hfi  put  the  question,  whether  he  should  pass  through  their 
country  with  spears  upright,  or  levelled.  After  the  revolt 
of  the  Corinthians,  when,  on  coming  to  their  walls,  he  per- 
ceived the  Lacedsemonians  hesitating  to  make  the  assault, 
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and  a  hare  was  seen  to  leap  through  the  ditch :  "Are  yon 
not  ashamed,"  he  said,  « to  fear  an  enemy,  for  whose  lazi. 
ness,  the  very  hares  sleep  upon  their  walls?" 

When  king  Agis  died,  leaving  a  brother  Agesilaus,  and 
lieontychides,  who  was  supposed  his  son,  Lysander,  being 
attached  to  Agesilaus,  persuaded  him  to  lay  claim  to  the 
kingdom,  as  being  a  true  descendant  of  Hercules;  Leon- 
tychides  lying  under  the  suspicion  of  being  the  son  of 
Alcibiades,  who  lived  privately  in  familiarity  with  Timaea, 
the  wife  of  Agis,  at  the  time  he  was  a  fugitive  in  Sparta. 
Agis,  they  say,  computing  the  time,  satisfied  himself  that 
she  could  not  have  conceived  by  him,  and  had  hitherto 
always  neglected  and  manifestly  disowned  Leonty chides; 
but  now  when  he  was  carried  sick  to  Hersea,  being  ready 
to  die,  what  by  importunities  of  the  young  man  himself,  and 
of  his  friends,  in  the  presence  of  many  he  declared  Leon  ty- 
chides to  be  his  ;  and  desiring  those  who  were  present  to 
bear  witness  of  this  to  the  Lacedaemonians,  died.  They 
accordingly  did  so  testify  in  favor  of  Leontychides.  And 
Agesilaus,  being  otherwise  highly  reputed  of,  and  strong  in 
the  support  of  Lysander,  was,  on  the  other  hand,  prejudiced 
by  Diopithes,  a  man  famous  for  his  knowledge  of  ©racles. 
who  adduced  this  prophecy  in  reference  to  Agesilaus'* 
lameness : — 

Beware,  great  Sparta,  lest  there  come  of  thee. 
Though  sound  thyself,  an  halting  sovereignty  ; 
Troubles,  both  long  and  unexpected  too, 
And  storms  of  deadly  warfare  shall  ensue. 

W"hen  many,  therefore,  yielded  to  the  oracle,  and  incline; 
to  Leontychides,  Lysander  said  that  Diopithes  did  not  tak^, 
the  prophecy  rightly ;  for  it  was  not  that  the  god  would  t. 
offended  if  any  lame  person  ruled  over  the  Lacedsemonianijj 
but  that  the  kingdom  would  be  a  lame  one  if  bastards  an,, 
false-born  should  govern  with  the  posterity  of  Hercule^ 
By  this  argument,  and  by  liis  great  influence  among  then 
be  prevailed,  and  Agesilaus  was  made  kin^.  ;J 


Ittiinediately,  theiefore,  Lysander  spurred  him  on  to 
make  an  expedition  into  Asia,  putting  him  in  hopes  that  ha 
might  destroy  the  Persians,  and  attain  the  height  of  great- 
ness. And  he  wrote  to  his  friends  in  Asia,  bidding  them 
request  to  have  Agesilaus  appointed  to  command  them  in 
the  war  against  the  barbarians  ;  which  they  were  persuaded 
to,  and  sent  ambassadors  to  Lacedaemon  to  entreat  it.  And 
this  would  seem  to  be  a  second  favor  done  Agesilaus  by 
Lysander,  not  inferior  to  his  first  in  obtaining  him  the  king- 
dom. But  with  ambitious  natures,  otherwise  not  ill  quali- 
fled  for  command,  the  feeUng  of  jealousy  of  those  near  them 
in  reputation  continually  stands  in  the  way  of  the  perform, 
anse  of  noble  actions ;  they  make  those  their  rivals  in 
virtue,  whom  they  ought  to  use  as  their  helpers  to  it. 
Agesilaus  took  Lysander,  among  the  thirty  counsellors  that 
accompanied  him,  with  intentions  of  using  him  as  his 
especial  friend ;  but  when  they  were  come  into  Asia,  the 
inhabitants  there,  to  whom  he  was  but  little  known,  ad- 
dressed themselves  to  him  but  little  and  seldom  ;  whereas 
Lysander,  because  of  their  frequent  previous  intercourse, 
was  visited  and  attended  by  large  numbers,  by  his  friends 
out  of  observance,  and  by  others  out  of  fear  ;  and  just  as  in 
■tragedies  it  not  uncommonly  Is  the  case  with  the  actors, 
the  person  who  represents  a  messenger  or  servant  is  much 
taken  notice  of,  and  plays  the  chief  part,  while  he  who 
wears  the  crown  and  sceptre  is  hardly  heard  to  speak,  even 
80  was  it  about  the  counsellor,  he  had  all  the  real  honors  of 
the  government,  and  to  the  king  was  left  the  empty  name 
of  power.   This  disproportionate  ambition  ought  very  likely 
to  have  been  in  some  way  softened  down,  and  Lysander 
should  have  been  reduced  to  his  proper  second  place,  but 
wholly  to  cast  off  and  to  insult  and  affront  for  glory's  sake, 
one  who  was  his  benefactor  and  friend,  was  not  worthy 
igesilaus  to  allow  in  himself.    For,  first  of  all,  he  gave 
Mm  no  opportunity  for  any  action,  and  never  set  him  in 
Miy  place  of  command ;  then,  for  whomsoever  he  perceived 
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him  exerting  his  interest,  these  persons  he  always  senl 
away  \vith  a  refusal,  and  with  less  attention  than  any  or- 
dinary suitors,  thus  silently  undoing  and  weakening  his 
influence. 

Lysander,  miscarrying  in  every  thing,  and  perceiving  that 
his  diligence  for  his  friends  was  but  a  hindrance  to  thera, 
forbore  to  help  them,  enti-eating  them  that  they  would  not 
address  themselves  to,  nor  observe  him,  but  that  they 
would  speak  to  the  king,  and  to  those  who  could  he  of 
more  service  to  friends  than  at  present  he  could ;  most,  on 
hearing  this,  forbore  to  trouble  him  about  their  concerns, 
but  continued  their  observances  to  him,  waiting  upon  him 
in  the  walks  and  places  of  exercise ;  at  which  Agesilaus  \v;is 
more  annoyed  than  ever,  envying  him  the  honor;  and, 
finally,  when  he  gave  many  of  the  officers  places  of  com- 
mand and  the  governments  of  cities,  he  appointed  Lysander  tl 
carver  at  his  table,  adding,  by  Avay  of  insult  to  the:: 
lonians,  "  Let  them  go  now,  and  pay  their  court  to  ray  :: 
carver."   Upon  this,  Lysander  thought  fit  to  come  and  :ii 
speak  with  him ;  and  a  brief  laconic  dialogue  passed  he- 
tween  them  as  follows :  "  Truly,  you  know  very  well,  O4 
Agesilaus,  how  to  depress  your  friends  ; "  "  Those  friends,"  .^j 
replied  he,  "  who  would  be  greater  than  myself ;  hut  thos<  lij 
who  increase  my  power,  it  is  just  should  share  in  it.'],;. 
"  Possibly,  O  Agesilaus,"  answered  Lysander,  "  in  al_|| 
this  there  may  be  more  said  on  your  part  than  done  01  [| 
mine,  but  I  request  you,  for  the  sake  of  observers  fron  jjj 
without,  to  place  me  in  any  command  under  you  wher  ,(| 
you  may  judge  I  shall  be  the  least  offensive,  and  n)0Sj,]j 
useful."  .iji'p,,, 

Tpon  this  he  was  sent  ambassador  to  the  Ilellespontj^j 
and  though  angry  with  Agesilaus,  yet  did  not  neglect  t 
r.erform  his  duty,  and  ha\  ing  induced  Spithridates  tb-j^j^ 
Persian,  being  offended  with  Pliarnabazns,  a  gallant  inal  f  '| 
;ind  in  command  of  some  forces,  to  revolt,  he  brought  hii 
to  Agesilaus.    He  was  not,  however,  employed  in  any 
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ienrice,  but  having  completed  his  time,  returned  to  Sparta, 
without  honor,  angry  with  Agesilaus,  and  hating  more 
than  ever  the  whole  Spartan  government,  and  resolved  to 
delay  no  longer,  but  while  there  was  yet  time,  to  put  into 
execution  the  plans  which  he  appears  some  time  before  to 
have  concerted  for  a  revolution  and  change  in  the  constitu- 
tion.   These  were  as  follows.    The  Heraclidje  who  joined 
with  the  Dorians,  and  came  into  Peloponnesus,  became 
a  numerous  and  glorious  race  in  Sparta,  but  not  every 
family  belonging  to  it  had  the  right  of  succession  in  tlie 
kingdom,  but  the  kings  were  chosen  out  of  two  only, 
called  the  Eurypontidte  and  the  Agiadte ;  the  rest  had  no 
privilege  in  the  government  by  their  nobility  of  birth,  and 
the  honors  which  followed  from  merit  lay  open  to  all  who 
cculd  obtain  them.    Lysander,  who  was  born  of  one  of  these 
families,  when  he  had  risen  into  great  renown  for  his 
exploits,  and  had  gained  great  friends  and  power,  was  vexed 
to  see  the  city,  which  had  increased  to  what  it  was  by  him, 
ruled  by  others  not  at  all  better  descended  than  himself, 
and  formed  a  design  to  remove  the  government  from  the 
two  families,  and  to  give  it  in  common  to  all  the  Heraclidse ; 
or,  as  some  say,  not  to  the  Heraclidse  only,  but  to  all  the 
Spartans ;  that  the  reward  might  not  belong  to  the  pos- 
terity of  Hercules,  but  to  those  wlio  were  like  Hercules, 
Judging  by  that  personal  merit  which  raised  even  him  to 
the  honor  of  the  Godhead ;  and  he  hoped  that  when  the 
kingdom  was  thus  to  be  competed  for,  no  Spartan  would  be 
cliosen  before  himself. 

Accordingly  he  first  attempted  and  prepared  to  persuade 
the  citizens  privately,  and  studied  an  oration  comjiosed  to 
this  purpose  by  Cleon,  the  Halicarnassian.  Afterwards  per- 
ceiving  so  unexpected  and  great  an  innovation  required 
bolder  means  of  support,  he  proceeded,  as  it  might  be  on  the 
stage,  to  avail  himself  of  machinery,  and  to  try  the  effects 
of  divine  agency  upon  his  countrymen.  He  collected  and 
Mranged  for  his  purpose  answers  and  oracles  from  Apollo, 
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not  expecting  to  get  any  benefit  from  C'leon's  rhetoric,  un- 
less  he  should  first  alarm  and  overpower  the  minds  of  h\i*^ 
foUow-citizens  by  religious  and  superstitious  terrors,  be-* 
fore  bringing  them  to  the  consideration  of  his  arguments. 
Ephorus  relates,  after  he  had  endeavored  to  corrupt  the  or-  "*P 
acle  of  Apollo,  and  had  again  failed  to  persuade  the  priestess''"*' 
of  Dodona  by  means  of  Pliereeles,  tliat  he  M'ent  to  Aminon,-*' 
and  discoursed  A\  ith  the  guardians  of  tlie  oracle  tliere,4i 
proffering  them  a  great  deal  of  gold,  and  that  they,  taking 
this  ill,  sent  some  to  Sparta  to  accuse Lysander;  aiidon  liijut' 
acquittal  the  Libyans,  going  away,  said,  "  You  will  find  us.'l" 
O  Spartans,  better  judges,  when  you  come  to  dwell  withns  'f' 
in  Libya,"  there  being  a  certain  ancient  oracle,  that  th(  Uel 
Lacedaemonians  should  dwell  in  Libya.  But  as  the  whoh'ii 
mtrigue  and  the  course  of  the  contrivance  was  no  ordinarj:lk 
one,  nor  lightly  undertaken,  but  depended  as  it  went  onfcfc 
like  some  mathematical  proposition,  on  a  variety  of  impor- tii 
tant  admissions,  and  proceeded  through  a  series  of  intricat<:-'B! 
and  difficult  steps  to  its  conclusion,  we  will  go  into  it  a  ii. 
length,  following  the  account  of  one  who  was  at  once  ai^fefo 
historian  and  a  philosopher.  Iiipl 
There  was  a  woman  in  Pontus,  who  professed  to  be  pregjld, 
nant  by  Apollo,  which  many,  as  was  natural,  disbelieved ,8,1 
and  many  also  gave  credit  to,  and  when  she  had  brough|ij(,|, 
forth  a  man-child,  several,  not  unimportant  persons,  tonljdjjj, 
an  interest  in  its  rearing  and  bringing  up.  The  name  give 
the  boy  was  Silenus,  for  some  reason  or  other.  LysandeKjj,jj| 
taking  this  for  tlie  groundwork,  frames  and  devises 
rest  himself,  making  use  of  not  a  few,  nor  these  insignif;,j|jj^ 
cant  champions  of  his  story,  who  brought  the  report  of  tl^^^jj 
chikrs  birth  into  credit  witliout  any  suspicion.  Anotht  j^j^ 
report,  also,  Avas  procured  from  Delphi  and  circulated  i^^^^ 
Sparta,  that  there  A\  ere  some  very  old  oracles  which  ^veiji^^^ 
kept  by  the  jiriests  in  private  writings;  and  they  were  n(,| 
to  be  meddled  witli,  neither  Avas  it  lawful  to  read  them,  tij^j^ 
one  in  aftertimes  should  come,  descended  from  Apolk 
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and,  on  giving-  some  known  token  to  the  keepers,  should 
take  the  books  in  which  the  oracles  were.  Things  being 
thus  ordered  beforehand,  Silenus,  it  was  intended,  should 
come  and  ask  for  the  oracles,  as  being  the  child  of  Apollo, 
and  those  priests  who  were  privy  to  the  design  were  to 
profess  to  search  narrowly  into  all  particulars,  and  to  ques- 
tion him  concerning  his  birth ;  and,  finally,  were  to  be  con- 
vinced, and,  as  to  Apollo's  son,  to  deliver  up  to  him  the 
writings.  Then  he,  in  the  presence  of  many  witnesses, 
should  read,  amongst  other  prophecies,  that  which  was  the 
object  of  the  whole  contrivance,  relating  to  the  office  of  the 
kings,  that  it  would  be  better  and  more  desirable  to  the 
Spartans  to  choose  their  kings  out  of  the  best  citizens. 
And  now,  Silenus  being  grown  up  to  a  youth,  and  being 
ready  for  the  action,  Lysander  miscarried  in  his  drama 
through  the  timidity  of  one  of  his  actors,  or  assistants,  who 
just  as  he  came  to  the  point  lost  heart  and  drew  back. 
Yet  nothing  was  found  out  while  Lysander  lived,  but  only 
after  his  death. 

He  died  before  Agesilaus  came  back  from  Asia,  being 
involved,  or  perhaps  more  truly  Iiaving  himself  involved 
Greece,  in  the  Boeotian  war.  For  it  is  stated  both  ways ; 
and  the  cause  of  it  some  make  to  be  himself,  others  the 
Thebans,  and  some  both  together  ;  the  Thebans,  on  the  one 
hand,  being  charged  with  casting  away  the  sacrifices  at  Aulis, 
and  that  being  bribed  with  the  king's  money  brought  by 
Androclides  and  Amphitheus,  they  had,  with  the  object  of  en- 
tangling the  Lacedaemonians  in  a  Grecian  war,  set  upon  the 
Phocians,  and  wasted  their  country  ;  it  being  said,  on  the 
other  hand,  that  Lysander  was  angry  that  the  Thebans  had 
preferred  a  claim  to  the  tenth  part  of  the  spoils  of  the  war, 
while  the  rest  of  the  confederates  submitted  without  com- 
plaint ;  and  because  they  expressed  indignation  about  the 
money  which  Lysander  sent  to  Sparta,  but  most  especially, 
liecause  from  them  the  Athenians  had  obtained  the  first 
tjportunity  of  freeing  themselves  from  the  thirty  tyrants, 


so 


PLUTARCn\f  LIVES. 


mIkiiii  Lysaiider  had  niado,  and  to  support  whom  the  .5 
Lacedaemonians  issued  a  dccrt'e  that  political  refugees  from  \. 
Athens  might  he  arrested  in  whatever  country  they  were  :. 
found,  and  that  those  Avho  impeded  their  arrest  should  be 
excluded  fi-om  the  confederacy.    In  reply  to  this  the  The-  , 
bans  issued  counter  deci  ees  of  their  own,  truly  in  the  spirit 
and  temper  of  the  actions  of  Hercules  and  Bacchus,  tiiat 
every  house  and  city  in  Bo'otia  should  he  opened  to  tlie 
Athenians  who  required  it,  and  that  he  who  did  not  help 
a  fugitive  who  was  seized  should  be  fined  a  talent  for  dam-  .^^ 
ages,  and  if  any  one  should  bear  arms  thron<;h  IJcfotia  to 
Attica  against  the  ti'vants,  that  none  of  the  Thebans  should  , 
either  see  or  hear  of  it.  Xor  did  they  pass  lliese  luunaiie  and  , 
truly  Greek  decrees,  without  at  the  same  time  making  their 
acts  conformable  to  their  words.    For  Thrasybulus,  and' 
those  who  with  him  occupied  Phyle,  set  out  upon  that  enter-  j|j 
prise  from  Thebes,  with  arms  and  money,  and  secrecy  and  ' 
a  point  to  start  from,  pi'ovided  for  them  by  the  Thebans. 
Such  were  the  causes  of  complaint  Lysander  had  against 
Thebes.    And  being  now  grown  violent  in  his  temper,'"' 
through  the  atrabilious  tendency  which  increased  upon  him 
in  his  old  age,  he  urged  the  Ephors  and  persuaded  them ' 
to  place  a  garrison  in  Thebes,  and  taking  the  commanderV'"!"" 
place,  he  marched  forth  with  a  body  of  troops.  Pausanias, 
also,  the  king,  was  sent  shortly  after  with  an  army.  Now 
Pausanias,  going  round  by  Cithaeron,  was  to  invade  B(Eotia;4pii 
Lysander,  meantime,  advanced  through  Phocis  to  meet  him,  '^'lil 
with  a  numerous  body  of  soldiei's.    He  took  the  city  of  th(  Hi 
Orchomenians,  who  came  over  to  him  of  their  own  accord 'Wli' 
and  plundered  Lebadea.    He  despatched  also  letters  to  Pau  M\ 
sanias,  ordering  him  to  move  from  Platsea  to  meet  him  al-«La 
Haliartus,  and  that  himself  would  be  at  the  walls  of  Hali'tein 
artus  by  break  of  day    Tiiese  letters  were  brought  to  thi-infc 
Thebans,  the  carrier  of  them  falling  into  the  hands  ofsomrtti 
Theban  scouts.    They,  having  received  aid  from  AthensUol 
committed  their  city  to  the  charge  of  the  Athenian  troopfi  Halla 
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and  sallying  out  about  the  first  sleep,  succeeded  in  reaching 
Ilaliartus  a  little  before  Lysander,  and  part  of  them  entered 
into  the  city.  He  upon  this  first  of  all  resolved,  posting  his 
army  upon  a  hill,  to  stay  for  Pausanias ;  then  as  the  day  ad- 
vanced, not  being  able  to  rest,  he  bade  his  men  take  up  theii 
arms,  and  encouraging  the  allies,  led  them  in  a  column  along 
the  road  to  the  walls.  But  those  Thebans  who  had  remained 
outside,  taking  the  city  on  the  left  hand,  advanced  against 
the  rear  of  their  enemies,  by  the  fountain  which  is  called 
Cissusa ;  here  they  tell  the  story  that  the  nurses  washed  the 
infant  Bacchus  after  his  birth;  the  water  of  it  is  of  a  bright 
wine-color,  clear,  and  most  pleasant  to  drink  ;  and  not  far 
off  the  Cretan  storax  grows  all  about,  which  the  Haliartians 
adduce  in  token  of  Rhadamanthus  having  dwelt  there,  and 
they  show  his  sepulchre,  calling  it  Alea.  And  the  monu- 
ment also  of  Alcmena  is  hard  by  ;  for  there,  as  they  say, 
she  was  buried,  having  married  Rhadamaiithus  after 
Amphitryon's  death.  But  the  Thebans  inside  tlie  city  form- 
ing in  order  of  battle  with  the  Haliartians  stood  still  for 
sometime,  but  on  seeing  Lysander  with  a  party  of  those  who 
were  foremost  approaching-,  on  a  sudden  opening  the  gates 
and  falling  on,  they  killed  liim  with  the  soothsayer  at  his 
side,  and  a  few  others ;  for  the  greater  part  inunediately 
fled  back  to  the  main  force.  But  the  Thebans  not  slacken- 
ing, but  closely  pursuing  them,  the  whole  body  turned  to 
fly  towards  the  hills.  There  were  one  thousand  of  them 
slain;  there  died,  also,  of  the  Thebans  three  hundred,  who 
were  killed  with  their  enemies,  while  chasing  them  into 
craggy  and  difficult  places.  These  had  been  under  suspicion 
of  favoring  the  Lacedtemonians,  and  in  their  eagerness  to 
clear  themselves  in  the  eyes  of  their  fellow-citizens,  exposed 
themselves  in  the  pursuit,  and  so  met  their  death.  News 
of  the  disaster  reached  Pausanias  as  he  was  on  the  way 
from  Platsea  to  Tliespia?,  and  having  set  his  army  in  order 
he  came  to  Haliartus ;  Thrasybulus,  also,  came  from  Thebes, 
leading  the  Atbc-nians. 


82 


PLUTARCH'S  LIVES. 


Pausaiiias  proposing  to  request  the  bodies  of  the  dead 
nnder  truce,  the  elders  of  the  Spartans  took  it  ill,  and  were 
angry  among  themselves,  and  coming  to  the  king,  declared 
that  Lysander  should  not  be  taken  away  upon  any  condi- 
tions ;  if  they  fought  it  out  by  arms  about  his  body,  and 
conquered,  then  they  might  bury  him ;  if  they  were  over-^ 
come,  it  was  glorious  to  die  upon  the  spot  with  their  con:- 
niander.    When  the  elders  had  spoken  these  things,  Pau- 
sanias  saw  it  would  be  a  difficult  business  to  vanquish  the 
Thebans,  who  had  but  just  been  conquerors ;  thatLysander's 
body  also  lay  near  the  walls,  so  that  it  would  be  hard  for' 
them,  though  they  overcame,  to  take  it  away  without  a  ' 
truce;  he  therefore  sent  a  herald,  obtained  a  truce,  and'' 
withdrew  his  forces,  and  carrying  away  the  body  of  Lysan-' 
der,  they  buried  it  in  the  first  friendly  soil  they  reached  on  ' 
crossing  the  Boeotian  frontier,  in  the  country  of  the  Pano-' 
pseans ;  where  the  monument  still  stands  as  you  go  on  the  ^ 
road  from  Delphi  to  Chseronea.    Now  the  army  quartering' 
there,  it  is  said  that  a  person  of  Phocis,  relating  the  battle* 
to  one  who  was  not  in  it,  said,  the  enemies  fell  upon  themii 
just  after  Lysander  had  passed  over  the  Hoplites ;  surprised  i 
at  which  a  Spartan,  a  friend  of  Lysander,  asked  what  i 
Hoplites  he  meant,  for  he  did  not  know  the  name.   "It  was , 
there,"  answered  the  Phocian,  "  that  the  enemy  killed  the 
first  of  us  ;  the  rivulet  by  the  city  is  called  Hoplites."  On  i 
hearing  which  the  Spartan  shed  tears  and  observed,  howfti 
impossible  it  is  for  any  man  to  avoid  his  appointed  lot;  Ly-1; 
Sander,  it  appears,  having  received  an  oracle,  as  follows j 

Sounding  Hoplites  see  thou  bear  la  mind,  ■Jlil 
And  the  earthborn  dragon  following  behind. 

Some,  however,  say  that  Hoplites  does  not  run  by  HaliartuSjji 
but  is  a  watercourse  near  Coronea,  falling  into  the  riverji 
Philarus,  not  far  from  the  town  in  former  times  called^ 
Hoplias,  and  now  Isomantns.  an 
The  man  of  Haliartus  who  killed  Lysander,  by  name. 
Keochorus.  core  on  his  shield  the  device  of  a  dragon ;  and  ;, 
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this,  it  was  supposed,  the  oracle  signified.  It  is  said  also 
that  at  tlie  time  of  the  Pelopounesan  war,  the  Thebans  re- 
ceived an  oracle  from  the  sanctuary  of  Ismenus,  referring 
at  once  to  the  battle  at  Delium,  and  to  this  which  thirty 
years  after  took  place  at  Haliartus.    It  ran  thus  :— 

Hunting  the  wolf,  obsen'e  the  utmost  bound, 

And  the  hill  OrehaUdes  where  foxes  most  are  found. 

By  the  words,  "  the  utmost  bound,"  Delium  being  intended, 
where  Boeotia  touches  Attica,  and  by  Orchalides,  the  hill 
now  called  Alopecus,  which  lies  in  the  parts  of  Haliartus 
towards  Helicon. 

But  such  a  death  befalling  Lysander,  the  Spartans  took 
It  so  grievously  at  the  time,  that  they  put  the  king  to  a 
trial  for  his  life,  which  he  not  daring  to  await,  fled  to 
Tegea,  and  there  lived  out  his  life  in  tlie  sanctuary  of  Mi- 
1161 7a.   The  poverty  also  of  Lysander  being  discovered  by 
his  death,  made  his  merit  more  manifest,  since  from  so 
much  wealth  and  power,  from  all  the  homage  of  the  cities, 
.and  of  the  Persian  kingdom,  he  had  not  in  the  least  degree, 
rso  far  as  money  goes,  sought  any  private  aggrandizement, 
[as  Theopompus  in  his  history  relates,  whom  any  one  may 
rather  give  credit  to  when  he  commends,  than  when  he 
,  finds  fault,  as  it  is  more  agreeable  to  him  to  blame  than 
,to  praise.    But  subsequently,  Ephorus  says,  some  con- 
troversy arising  among  the  allies  at  Sjoarta,  which  made  it 
necessary  to  consult  the  writings  which  Lysander  had  kept 
i)y  him,  Agesilaus  came  to  his  house,  and  finding  the  book 
in  which  the  oration  on  the  Spartan  constitution  was 
written  at  length,  to  the  effect  that  the  kingdom  ought  to 
be  taken  from  the  Eurypontidse  and  Agiadse,  and  to  be  of- 
fered in  common,  and  a  choice  made  out  of  the  best  citizens, 
at  first  he  was  eager  to  make  it  public,  and  to  show  his 
countrymen  the  real  character  of  Lysander.    But  Lacratidas, 
a  wise  man,  and  at  that  time  chief  of  the  Ephors,  hindered 
Agesilaus,  and  said  they  ought  not  to  dig  up  Lysander 
again,  but  rather  to  bury  with  him  a  discourse,  composed 
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so  plausil.ly  and  subtilely.  Other  honors,  also,  weu-  dl 
bun  after  his  death;  and  amongst  these  they  impoL  '  iM 
fine  upon  those  who  had  engaged  themselves  to  nii'.-fW 
his  daughters,  and  then  when  Lysander  was  found  to 
poor,  after  his  decease,  refused  them  ;  because  when  the\.'' 
tliought  him  rich  they  had  been  observant  of  him,  but  noi'^? 
his  poverty  had  proved  him  just  and  good,  they  forsoij'^" 
him.  For  there  was,  it  seems,  in  Sparta,  a  punishment  foif"' 
not  marrying,  for  a  late,  and  for  a  bad  marriage;  andB'-' 
tlie  last  penalty  those  Avere  most  especially  liable  ^■""^ 
sought  alliances  with  the  rich  instead  of  with  the  g^'J 
and  with  their  friends.  Such  is  the  account  we  have  foond  ?' 
given  of  Lysander. 


SYLLA. 

Lucius  Corneliits  Sylla  was  descended  of  a  patriciai»«&* 
i;oble  family.   Of  his  ancestors,  Rufinus,  it  is  said,  had' 
been  consul,  and  incurred  a  disgrace  more  signal  than  his* 
distinction.   For  being  found  possessed  of  more  than 
pounds  of  silver  plate,  contrary  to  the  law,  he  was  for  this 
reason  put  out  of  the  senate.    His  posterity  continued  ever 
after  in  obscurity,  nor  had  Sylla  himself  any  opulent 
paientage.   In  his  younger  days  he  lived  in  hired  lod^sgs, 
at  n.  low  ratfi,  wliich  in  aftertimes_\viis_adduced  against  him 
as  PJlH^LthaJLlLg  had  been  fortunate  above  his  qu^li^.  i 
When  he  was  boasting  and  magnifying  himself  for  his  ex- 
ploits in  Libya,  a  person  of  noble  station  made  answer, 
"  xVnd  how  can  you  be  an  honest  man,  who,  since  the  death 
of  a  father  who  left  you  nothing,  have  become  so  rich?" 
The  time  in  which  he  lived  was  no  longer  an  age  of  pure 
and  upright  manners,  but  had  already  declined,  and  yielded 
to  the  appetite  for  riclies  and  luxury;  yet  still,  in  the 
i,'iineral  opinion  they  who  deserted  the  hereditary  poverty 
v)f  their  family  were  as  much  blamed  as  those  who  had  run 
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out  a  f^!l^^i^'^^^^^_^,]ip^^state.  And  afterwards,  when  he 
hadj^i^-'*'lPt?1*?*'^^ into  his  hands,  and  was  putting  many 
an,  suspected  of  having  concealed  one  of 
,  and  for  that  reason  sentenced  to  be  thrown 
Tarpeian  rock,  in  a  reproachful  way  recounted 
had  lived  long  together  under  the  same  roof,  him- 
the  upper  rooms  paying  two  thousand  sesterces, 
11a  for  the  lower  three  thousand  ;  so  that  the  ditfer- 

 Jill' :t ween  their  fortunes  then  was  no  more  than  one 

lllllmd  sesterces,  equivalent  in  Attic  coin  to  two  hundred 
ty  drachmas.  And  thus  much  of  his  early  fortune, 
general  personal  appearance  may  be  know3  by  his 
s ;  only  his  blue  eyes,  of  themselves  extremely  keen 
aring,  were  rendered  all  the  more  forbidding  and  tei'- 
|by  the  complexion  of  his  face,  in  which  white  was 
with  rough  blotches  of  fiery  red.  Hence,  it  is  said, 
|flif;?as  surnamed  Sylla,  and  in  allusion  to  it  one  of  the 
a^l^.Vi'ous  jesters  at  Athens  made  the  verse  upon  him, — 

It  out  of  place  to  make  use  of  marks  of  character 
pse,  in  the  case  of  one  who  Avas  by  nature  so  ad- 
.Ito  raillery,  that  in  his  vouthful  obscure  years  he 
onverse  freely  with  ])layers  and  professed  jesters, 

i  n  them  in  all  their  low  pleasures.  And  when  su- 

;"i  ii,i^(or  of  all,  he-Asais-Xiften  wonjb_to  must»r  together 
it  iiiiiiiuls 


^11 1,  phiyers  and  stage-followers"o"n;he  town , 
d linl-r  i^ni^T  hnnrly  jpsts  With  them  wlthcjt  rcgaFd 
re  0Jiih«--4igHit3LaitLMs.J2la£ej^  p'-ejudice 

rtanijifEajjlsJiMLLi^?^^ 
at  table,  it  was  not  in  Sylla's  nature  to  achMit  of 

that  was  serious,  and  whereas  at  other  times  he 
in  of  business  and  austere  of  countenance,  ha  un- 
|all  of  a  sudden,  at  his  first  entrance  upon  vine 
Ifellowship,  a  total  revolution,  and  was^entle  »nd 

with  common  singers  md  dancers,  and  ready 


Sylla  is  a  mulberry  sprinkled  o'er  with  meal. 
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so  plausibly  and  subtilely.    Other  1' 
him  after  his  death;  and  amongst  the:  '^'^Y, 
fine  upon  those  who  had  engaged  theinsc]> 
liis  daughters,  and  then  when  Lysaiider  was  font! 
poor,  after  his  decease,  refused  them  ;  because 
thought  him  rich  they  had  been  observant  of  him,  but''^l|R 
his  poverty  had  proved  him  just  and  good,  they  foiff 
Iiiin.    For  there  was,  it  seems,  in  Sparta,  a  punishment 
not  marrying,  for  a  late,  and  for  a  bad  marriage;  an^ 
the  last  penalty  those  Avere  most  especially  liable 
sought  alliances  with  the  rich  instead  of  with  the  ffl 
and  with  their  friends.    Such  is  the  account  we  have  fc^ 
given  of  Lysander. 


SYLLA. 

Lucius  Coknelius  Sylla  was  descended  of  a  patrici; 
i;oble  family.    Of  his  ancestors,  Rufinus,  it  is  said^ 
been  consul,  and  incurred  a  disgrace  more  signal  th; 
distinction.    For  being  found  possessed  of  more  lli;' 
pounds  of  silver  plate,  contrary  to  the  law,  he  was  fo 
reason  put  out  of  the  senate.    His  posterity  continued 
after  in  obscurity,  nor  had  Sylla  himself  any  of^^ 
paientage.    In  his  younger  days  he  lived  in  hire^  lod^'',!.'' 
atji_k)\v  viite,  which  in  aftertiiues  was  adcluced agains'^"^%J 
as  piiiaOhiijLJU£j[MuL.heeii  fortunate  above  his  q 
When  he  was  boasting  and  magnifying  Imnself  forh^ 
ploits  in  Libya,  a  person  of  noble  station  made  ar^ 
"  And  how  can  you  be  an  honest  man,  who,  since  the 
of  a  father  v/ho  left  you  nothing,  have  become  so 
The  time  in  which  he  lived  \\  as  no  longer  an  age 
and  upright  manners,  but  had  already  declined,  and  y 
to  the  appetite  for  riclies  and  luxury;  yet  still, 
general  opinion  they  who  deserted  the  hereditary 
v)f  their  family  were  as  much  blamed  as  {IxQ^^ 
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^re^ved^^is  first  design,  ancT  g^     up  Jugurtha  into 

,  FQEJJlia-^Iarius  J;rm  but  the  glory  of  the  enter- 

prise^which  thrmigh  people's  envy  of  Marms  was  ascribed 
l|jSi»^sBcretly  grievedJiim.  And  the  truth  js^fiyllahipi. 
ajLmtui:e-vaing1orions,.andLfchis_being  the  first  time 
I  a  low  and  private  condition  he  had  risen  to  pj^tPP'^^ 
Iflongst  the  citizens  and  tasted  of  honor,  his  appetite  for 
dpfiiT^'i'^n  o^rripri  him  fn  ^'^^^LILP'^^^f  nst'^ntnti'^n,  thnt 
he  hada  representation  of  this  action  eiigraved  on  a  signet 
ring,  which  he  carried  aboiiLj\yith  him,  and  made  use„of 
grafter.  The  impress  was  Bocchus delivering, and  Sylla 
■peiving,  Jugurtha.  This  touched  Marius  to  the  quick; 
nowever,  judging  Sylla  to  be  beneath  his  rivalry,  he  made 
use  of  him  as  lieutenant,  in  his  second  consulship,  and  in 
his  third  as  tribune;  and  many  considerable  services  were 
^ected  by  his  means.  When  acting  as  lieutenant  he  took 
Copillus,  chief  of  the  Tectosages,  prisoner,  and  compelled 
the  Marsians,  a  great  and  populous  nation,  to  become  friends 
and  confederates  of  the  Romans. 

Henceforward,  however,  Sylla.  perceiving  that  MaTins 
borft  ^  ]'en.loiiR  eye  over  him,  and  would  no  longer  afford 
tjff^nppnrtunities  of  action, Jjut  rather  opposecOiis  ad.vance, 
attacbMhimself  to  Catulus,  :\Iarius's  colleague,  a  worthy 
man^^t  not  energetic  enough  as  a  general.  And  under 
this  ^mmander,  who  intrusted  hmi  with  tlie  highest  and 
most  important  commissions,  he  rose  at  once  t(2j;e_pi^itatipn 
^ni  to  powerT  He  "subdued  by  arms  "most  part  of  the 
i^jaPBLjaarbarians  ;  and  wheiijjierewas^a  scarcity  in  the 
MSieaJieJookthat  care  upon  himself  and  brought  in  such 


store  of  provisions  as"'noronTv  to'Tiifrrisli  tTie  soTdTers  of 
at!ilua_sdit_abundance,  but  likewise  to  supply  Mariajs. 
ihis,  as  he  writes  hiriSe]|,  woundtMi  Manus  to  the  very 
iart.  So  slight  and  childish  were  thelirst  occasions  and 
otives  ,of  that  enmity  between  them,  which,  passing 
terwards  through  a  long  course  of  civil  bloodshed  and 
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incurable  divisions  to  tiud  its  eml  iu  tyranny,  ana  th^  con. 
fusion  of  tlie  wliole  State,  proved  Euripides  to  have  been 
ti-ulv  wise  and  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  causes  ol 
disorders  iu  tlie  body  politic,  wlien  he  forewarned  all  men 
to  beware  of  Ambition,  as  of  all  the  higher  Powers  tlie 
most  destructive  and  pernicious  to  her  votaries. 

Sylla,  by  this  time  thinking  tluit  the  reputation  of  his 
arms  abroad  was  sufficient  to  entitle  him  to  a  part  in  tl,o 
civil  administration,  betook  himself  immediately  from  the 
camp  to  the  assembly,  and  offered  himself  as  a  candidute 
for  a  praetorship,  but  failed.    The  fault  of  this  disappoint- 
ment be  wholly  ascribes  to  the  populace,  who,  knowing  his 
intimacy  with  king  Bocchus,  and  for  that  reason  expecting, 
that  if  he  was  made  eedile  before  his  praetorship,  he  would 
then  show  them  magnificent  hunting-shows  and  combats 
between  Libyan  wild  beasts,  chose  other  praetors,  on 
purpose  to  force  him  into  the  sedileship.   The  vanity  of 
this  pretext  is  sufficiently  disproved  by  matter-of-fiict. 
For  _tbe  year  following,  partly  byJiatteji£s_to^ the  people, 
and—partlv  by  money,  he  _gpt  liimsejf  elected,  praetor. 
Accordingly,  once  while  he  was  in  office,  on  his  angrily 
telling  Csesar  that  he  should  make  use  of  his  authority 
against  him,  Caesar  answered  him  with  a  smile,  "  YouUtT 
well  to  call  it  your  own,  as  you  bought  it."   At  the  end  of 
his  praetorship  he  was  sent  over  into  Cappadocia,  under  the 
pretence  of  re-establishing  Ariobarzanes  in  his  kingdom, 
but  in  reality  to  keep  in  check  the  restless  movements  of 
Mithridates,  who  was  gradually  procuring  himself  as  vast 
a  new  acquired  power  and  dominion  as  was  that  of  liis 
ancient  inheritance.    He  carried  over  with  him  no  great 
forces  of  his  own,  but  making  use  of  the  cheerful  aid  of  tlifl' 
confederates,  succeeded,  with  considerable  slaughter  of  the- 
Cappadocians,  and  yet  greater  of  the  .Vrmenian  succors,  in 
expelling  Gordius  and  establishing  Ariobarzanes  as  king.  ^ 
During  his  stay  on  the  banks  of  the  Euphrates,  theW 
came  to  him  Orobazus,  a  Parthian,  ambassador  from  ldD| 
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irsaces,  as  yet  there  having  been  no  correspondence  be- 
jweenthetwo  nations.  And  this_also  we  may  lay  to  the 
tgiountjof  Svlla's  felicity,  that  he  should  be  the  first  Roman 
jowhom  thp.Pn,i-fi]jjai is  made  address  for  alliance  and  frien d- 
ihi£i_.jAi--th£_thn^o£Avhich  reception,  the  story_is,_that, 
laving  ordered  three  chairs  of  state  toT)e~set,  one  for  Ario- 
mrzanes,  one  for  Orobazus,  and  a  third  for  himself,  he 
Dlaced  himself  in  the  middle,  and  so  gave  audience.  For 
Jiis  the  king  of  Parthia  afterwards  put  Orobazus  to  death. 
Some  people  commended  Sylla  for  his  lofty  carriage  towards 
the  barbarians ;  others  again  accused  him  of  arrogance  and 
Linseasonable  display.  It  is  reported  that  a  certain  Chal- 
Isean,  of  Orobazus's  retinue,  looking  Sylla  wistfully  in  the 
fevce,  and  observing  carefully  the  motions  of  his  mind  and 
body,  and  forming  a  judgment  of  his  nature,  according  to 
ihe  rules  of  his  art,  said  that  it  \\'as  impossible  for  him  not 
;o  become  the  greatest  of  men  ;  it  was  rather  a  wonder  how 
16  could  even  then  abstain  from  being  head  of  all. 

At  his  return,  Censorinus  impeached  him_ofextortion, 
'of  having  exacted  a  vast  sum  of  mon"ey  froma  well-affected 
in3  associate  kingdom.  However,  Censorinus  did  not  ap- 
)earartlie^irrtrtnTfc~d'rdpped  his  accusation.  His  quarrel, 
meantime,  with  Marius  began  to  break  outjiireshT-regai-xl-^^, 
»ew»iaaterial_from  the  amDitiori"of  Boc^us,  who,  to  please 
■he  people  of  Rome,  and  gratify  Sylla,  setlip'in  the  temple 
it  Jupiter  Capitolinus  images  bearing  trophies,  and  a  vep- 
■esentation  in  gold  of  the  surrender  of  .Jugurtha  to  Sylla. 
yhen  Marius,  in  great  anger,  attempted  to  pull  them  dowr 
.nd  others  aided  Sylla,  the  whole  city  would  havPi  heerLir 
amulta^^d  COIPmO*^^'^"  •^^''^^^  ^'^'s  dispute^  bad  not,  t.bff  Si^o.is  ' 
Var,  which  had  long  lain  smouldering,  blazed  forth  at  h.:' 
Dd  for  the  present  put  an  end  to  the  quarrel. 

In^tFie  mnrseof  this  war.  whicb^tod-mattAL-great  changes 
t  fortune,  a'nd  which,  more  than  any,  afflicted  the  Romans, 
nd,  indeed,  endangered  the  very  being  of  the  Common- 
fealth,  Marius~was~no^'abte  "to"^signuli^t;  hia  'valoFln'any 
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action,  but  left  behind  him  a  clear  proof,  that  warlike  et' 
cellence  requires  a  strong  and  still  vigorous  body.  Syila. 
on  the  other  hand,  by  his  many  achievements,  gained  him- 
self,  with  his  fellow-citizens,  the  jiSTne^ira  great  com- 
mander,  while  his  frieads  _thougiit  him  the  greatest  of  all 
commanders,  and  his  enejiuies  called  him  the  most  fortunate 
Nor  did  this  iiialceTlie  same  sort  of  impression  on  Omi  as 
it  made  on  Timotheus  the  son  of  Con  on,  the  Athenian; 
who,  when  his  adversaries  ascribed  his  successes  to  his 
good  luck,  and  had  a  painting  made,  representing  hire 
asleep,  and  Fortune  by  his  side,  casting  her  nets  over  tli( 
cities,  was  rough  and  violent  in  his  indignation  at  those 
who  did  it,  as  if,  by  attributing  all  to  Fortune,  they  had 
robbed  him  of  his  just  honors  ;  and  said  to  the  people  OB 
one  occasion  at  his  return  from  war,  "  In  this,  ye  men  oi 
Athens,  Fortune  had  no  part,"  A  piece  of  boyish  petn^ 
lance,  which  the  deity,  we  are  told,  played  back  uponTimo^ 
theus  ;  who  from  that  time  was  never  able  to  achieve  any-i 
thing  that  was  great,  but  proving  altogether  unfortunate) 
in  his  attempts,  and  falling  into  discredit  with  the  peoplA 
was  at  last  banished  the  city.  Sylla,  on  the  contraUfcQQ/ 
only  accepted  with  pleasure  the  credit  of  such  diyipt 
felicities  and,  favors,  but  joining  himself  and  ^toiSifi 
and  glorifying  what  "was  "done,  gave  the_honor  of  all  V 
Fortune,  whether  it  were  out  of  boastfulness,  or  a  real 
feeling  of  divine  agency.  lie  remarks,  in  his  Mems 
oirs,  that  of  all  his  well-advised  actions,  none  proyed-Sj 
lucky  in  the  execution,  as  what  he  had  boldly  enter i)ri.secj| 
not  by  calcuIation,~TnTt  upon  the  moment.  Aild,  in  thj 
character  whicli  he  gives  of  himself,  that  he  was  born  fov 
fortune  rather  than  war,  he  seems  to  give  Fortune  a  highci 
place  than  merit,  and,  in  short,  makpa  hiniseif^ntirely  tb.; 
cc£alm:a.of  a  superior  pnwpr^  npnoinifin^oypn  his  concoT;,] 
with  ^letellns,  his  equal  in  office,  and  hi^ connectioiTt  , 
marriage,  a  piece  of  preternatural  felicity.  For  expectiDi, 
to  have  met  in  him  a  most  troublesome,  he  found  him  lin 
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most  accommodating,  colleague.  Moreover,  in  the  Memoirs 
which  he  dedicated  to  LucuUus,  he  admonished  him  to 
esteem  nothing  more  trustworthy  than  what  the  divine 
powers  advise  him  by  night.  And  when  he  was  leaving 
the  city  with  an  army,  to  fight  in  the  Social  War,  he  re- 
lates, that  the  earth  near  the  Laverna  opened,  and  a  quan- 
tity  of  fire  came  rushing  out  of  it,  shooting  up  with  a  bright 
flame  into  the  heavens.  The  soothsayers  upon  this  fore- 
told, that  a  person  of  great  qualities,  and  of  a  rare  and 
singular  aspect,  should  take  the  government  in  hand,  and 
quiet  the  present  troubles  of  the  city.  S^MMRrms  h 
was  the  man,  for  his  golden  head  of  liJtiSr  wffe  h^rr^tij^ 
traordinary-looking  m an^^^^^^^S^^^^^^^pfe  1 

 fejiave  been_oLiL^^^-'y  ii'regu- 

n'f-nnsistenriies  with  himself;  much 
>7to  prodigality  yet  more ;  in  promothig^or 
nglv^m_he  pleased,  alike  una^ccoirhtabTe  ;  cringing 
^£^  st""1  in  "Q"f1  of,  and  dommeermg  over  oth'ers 
■  who  stood  in  need  of  him,  so  that  it  was  hard  to  tell 
'  whettwHOLis  nature  hacFmore  in  it  of  pride  or  of  servility, 
l  As  to  his  unequal  distribution  of  punishments,  as,^  for 
fexample',  that  upon  sligirrgrol3nc[3"lTe' would"  put_to  the 

1'  torture,  and  again  \TOTrrd~bMrT;ntiCTt^  greatest 
wrongs  -^^  jvould  readily  fi  )rglve^aird~be^eConciledlvfter  "the 
most  "heinous  acts  of  enmity,  and  yet  would  visit  small 
^and  inconsiderable  offences  with  death  and  confiscation  of 
Tgoods ;  one  might  judge  that  in  himself  he  was  really  of  a 
'yvinlpnf.  Qnri  r^vpngpfnT  nature,  which,  however,  he  could 
qualify,  upon  jreflection^for_  his  inter^^'ln-tWr very  So- 
cial War,  when  the  soldiers  with  stones  and  clubs  had 
killed  an  officer  of  prtetorian  rank,  his  own  lieutenant, 
^Albinus  by  name,  he  passed  by  this  flagrant  crime  without 
any  inauirv,  triving  it  out  moreover  in  a  boast,  that  the 


ould  behave  all  the  better  now,  to  make  amend^  ' 
bv  somll^pecial  bravery,  for  their  breach  of  discipline.  He 
took  no  notice  of  the  clamors  of  those  that  cried  for  justice, 
but  designing  already  to  supplant  Marius,  nowJhatJifl  . 
8aw_the  SociaL3S^^J;-iiea*^ts-£ud j 
Tnliopes  to  get  himself  declared  general  Jof_ Jlje^^roes ' 
against  Mithridates. 

At  his  return  to  Rome  he  was  chosen  consul  ,vith 
Quintus  Pompeius,  in  the  fiftieth  year  of  his  age,  and  made;; 
a  most  distinguished  marriage  with  Csecilia,  daughter  o*. 
Metellu^^ie  chief  priest.   The  common  people  made  a 
»<^^P^pMD^iridicule  of  the  marriage,  and  many  of. 

esteeming  him,  as 

only  wiTe^WB(||t,  ifWis  younger  days,  1^  ^jy^J^J^^f 
to  Ilia,  by  whom  he  h**<*•^|U||toa{£^^/^^ 

and  thirdly  to  Cloelia,  whomn^Wil^fj^^ig^' 

honorably,  and  with  professions  of  respt^, 
over,  presents.   But  the  match  betweenjihi: 

"ut  ^  f^Mr  '^^Y"  ''f'-er,  occasioned  suspiciol 
he_  had  complained  of  Cloelia  without  due  cause.  To, 
Metella  he  always  showed  great  deference,  so  much  so 
that  the  people,  when  anxious  for  the  recall  of  tlie  ex- 
iles of  Marius's  party,  upon  his  refusal,  entreated  the 
intercession  of  Metella.  And  the  Athenians,  it  is  thought, 
had  harder  measure,  at  the  capture  of  their  town,  because 
they  used  insulting  language  to  Metella  in  their  jests  from 
the  walls  during  the  siege.    But  of  this  hereafter. 

At  present  esteeming  the  consulship  but  a  small  matter 
in  CTmrpTirison  TT^thhTpTo'^SmeTliewa^ 
ried  away  in  thought  to  the  Mithridatic J\Var.  liere"he' 
was  withstood  by  Marius;  who  out  of"luad'affectat5.on ot' 
glory  and  tliirst  for  distinction,  those  never  dying  passioii*^-' 
though  he  were  now  iinwiehly  in  body,  and  had  given  up 
service  on  account  of  his  age,  during  tlie  late  campaigns, 
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still  coveted  after  command  in  a  distant  war  beyond/^J,^ 
seas.  And  whilst  Sylla  was  departed  tor— tUe-eamg^ii^  ^ 
order  the  rest_ofhis  affairs  there,  he  sate  broodiiig,::f,t'>t 
home,  and  at  last  hatched  that  execrable  s'^eTlition,__wl5^ 
\mught_Rome  more  mischief  than  all  her  enemies  together 
had  done,  as  was  indeed  foreshown  by  the  gods.  For  a 
flame  broke  forth  of  its  own  accord,  from  under  the  staves 
of  the  ensigns,  and  was  with  diflficulty  extinguished. 
Three  ravens  brought  their  young  into  the  open  road,  and 
ate  them,  carrying  the  relics  into  the  nest  again.  Mice 
having  gnawed  the  consecrated  gold  in  one  of  the  temples, 
the  keepers  caught  one  of  them,  a  female,  in  a  trap  ;  and 
she  bringing  forth  five  young  ones  in  the  very  trap, 
devoured  three  of  them.  But  what  was  greatest  of  all,  in 
a  calm  and  clear  sky  there  was  heard  the  souud  of  a  trum- 
pet, with  such  a  loud  and  dismal  bhist,  as  struck  terror 
awl  Amazement  into  the  hearts  of  the  people.  The  Etrus- 
c.i  iiges  affirmed  that  this  prodigy  betokened  the  muta- 
ti-  of  the  age,  and  a  general  revolution  in  the  world. 
For  according  to  them  tliere  are  in  all  eight  ages,  differing 
one  from  another  in  the  lives  and  the  characters  of  men, 
and  to  each  of  these  God  has  allotted  a  certain  measure  of 
time,  determined  by  the  circuit  of  the  great  year.  And 
when  one  age  is  run  out,  at  the  approach  of  another,  there 
appears  some  wonderful  sign  from  earth  or  heaven,  such  as 
malses  it  manifest  at  once  to  those  who  have  made  it  their 
business  to  study  such  things,  that  tliere  has  succeeded  in 
the  world  a  new  race  of  men,  differing  in  customs  and 
institutes  of  life,  and  more  or  less  regarded  by  the  gods 
than  the  preceding.  Among  otlier  great  changes  that  hap- 
pen, as  they  say,  at  the  turn  of  ages,  the  art  of  divination, 
also^at  one  time  rises  in  esteem,  and  is  more  successful  in 
^Sledictions,  clearer  and  surer  tokens  being  sent  from 
HHUd  then,  again,  in  another  generation  declines  as  low, 
'^™»r  mere  guesswork  for  the  most  part,  and  discerning 
nmWnits  by  dim  and  uncertain  intimations.    This  was 
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soldiers  would  behave  all  the  bettor  now,  to  make  amendfjjK 
by  some  spoLial  bravery,  for  their  breach  of  discipline.  He, 
took  no  notice  of  the  clamors  of  those  that  cried  for  justice,: 
but  designing  already  to  supplant  Marius,  nmvJJiaLJifl; 
saw  the  SociaLWar jiea¥4ts-eudJl£Jlia4^^^  army,' 
in  hopes  jto  get  himself  jieclared  general  of  the  foroes" 
against  Mithridates. 

At  his  return  to  Rome  he  was  chosen  consul  ,vith 
Quintus  Pompeius,  in  the  fiftieth  year  of  his  age,  and  made- 
a  most  distinguished  marriage  with  Ciecilia,  daughter  ol 
Metelli^^^e  chief  priest.  The  common  people  made  a 
l^i^*''*.f^I?^^^Kp^^^^  ridicule  of  the  marriage,  and  many  of 

•flwi^^^jfcj^^^f'^^'^^^^p'^^'^^^^^  ^'^teeming  liim,  as 

";^.i;^^^^|SiJj|atttSonnection,  whom 

,This  was 

only  wife,^mwS^a^fli8 

to  Ilia,  by  whom  henaJP''^ 
and  thirdly  to  Cloelia,  whom  IS 
honorably,  and  with  professions  of  respe? 
over,  presents.  But  the  match  between  him 
fallin^fy  out  a  few  '^nys  pftpy,  npcniSioned  susiiiclul 
he_  had  complained  of  Cloelia  without  due  cause. 
MeteTla  he  always  showed  great  deference,  so  imuh  so 
that  the  people,  when  anxious  for  the  recall  of  the  ex-^ 
iles  of  Marius's  party,  upon  his  refusal,  entreated  th*' 
intercession  of  jMetella.  And  the  Athenians,  it  is  thought, 
had  harder  measure,  at  the  capture  of  their  town,  because 
they  used  insulting  language  to  ^Aletella  in  their  jests  from ' 
the  walls  during  the  siege.    But  of  tliis  hereafter. 

.At  present  esteeming  the  consulship  but  a  small  niattfr' 
in  coTnpTirIsoa  xrf'"tlTfngs'  to  come,  he_wjii^impatiently  car- 1 
fied  away  in  thought  to  the  .Alithridatio  War.  IIere"lie'' 
was  withstood  by  Marius;  who  out  of  mad  affectation o*  ' 
glory  and  thirst  for  distinction,  Hiosl;  never  dying  passioni!!';' 
though  he  were  now  unwieldy  in  body,  and  had  given  ujl' 
service  on  account  of  Iiis  age,  during  tlie  late  cam paign&jj 
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still  coveted  after  command  in  a  distant  war  beyondjaBK 
seas.  And  . whilst  Sylla  was  dftpart.f^rl  for  tho  ^"TnJ|K| 
nrder  the  rest  j)f  his  affairs  there,  he  sate  broodi^^^^ 
lome,  and  at  last  hatched  that  "execraBTe  sedition^_^^ali^ 
wroaght  Rome  more  mischief  than  all  her  enemies  together 
had  done,_a^_w^  indeed  foreshown  bj  the  gods.  For  a 
flame  broke  forth  of  its  own  accord,  from  under  £Tie  staves 
of  the  ensigns,  and  was  with  difficulty  extinguished. 
Three  ravens  brought  their  young  into  the  open  road,  and 
ate  them,  carrying  the  relics  into  the  nest  again.  Mice 
having  gnawed  the  consecrated  gold  in  one  of  the  temples, 
the  keepers  caught  one  of  them,  a  female,  in  a  trap  ;  and 
she  bringing  forth  five  young  ones  in  the  very  trap, 
devoured  three  of  them.  But  what  Avas  greatest  of  all,  in 
^alm  and  clear  sky  there  was  heard  the  sound  of  a  trum- 
pet, with  such  a  loud  and  dismal  blast,  as  struck  terror 
slid  Amazement  into  the  hearts  of  the  people.  The  Etrus- 
Cii  Tiges  affirmed  that  this  prodigy  betokened  the  miita- 
ti'''  of  the  age,  and  a  general  revolution  in  the  world. 
I^or  according  to  them  there  are  in  all  eight  ages,  differing 
one  from  another  in  the  lives  and  the  characters  of  men, 
and  to  each  of  these  God  has  allotted  a  certain  measure  of 
time,  determined  by  the  circuit  of  the  great  year.  And 
when  one  age  is  run  out,  at  the  approach  of  anotlier,  there 
appears  some  wonderful  sign  from  earth  or  heaven,  such  as 
makes  it  manifest  at  once  to  those  who  have  made  it  their 
business  to  study  such  things,  that  there  has  succeeded  in 
the  world  a  new  race  of  men,  differing  in  customs  and 
institutes  of  life,  and  more  or  less  regarded  by  the  gods 
than  the  preceding.  Among  other  great  changes  that  hap- 
pen, as  they  say,  at  the  turn  of  ages,  the  art  of  divination, 
alsQj^t  one  time  rises  in  esteem,  and  is  more  successful  in 
^jd^Kdictions,  clearer  and  surer  tokens  being  sent  from 
^H|H|d  then,  again,  in  another  generation  declines  as  low, 
^BBsfc  mere  guesswork  for  the  most  part,  and  discerning 
f^Hj^^nts  by  dim  and  uncertain  intimations.    This  was 
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tikiei  |ny thology  of  the  wisest  of  the  Tuscan  sages,  who  v  era 
J^MKht  to  possess  a  knon  ledge  beyond  other  men.  Whilst 
^gcMiate  sat  in  consultation  with  the  soothsayers,  con- 
WTihuig  these  prodigies,  in  the  temple  of  Bellona,  a  spar- 
row came  flying  in,  before  them  all,  with  a  grasshopper  in 
its  mouth,  and  letting  fall  one  part  of  it,  flew  away  with 
the  remainder.  The  diviners  foreboded  commotions  and 
dissensions  between  the  great  landed  proprietors  and  the 
common  city  populace;  the  latter,  like  the  grasshopper, 
being  loud  and  talkative ;  while  the  sparrow  might  repre- 
sent the  "  dwellers  in  the  field." 

Marius  had  taken  into  alliance  Sulpicius,  the  tribune,  a 
man  second  to  nonfiJiL_any  villanies,  so  that  it  was  less  the 
guestionjtvhat  others  he  surpassedj^  batJiatheV  in  wlin,h  ra. 
spects  he  most  surpassed  himself  in  wickedness.  lie  was 
cruel,  bold,  rapacious,  and  in  all  these  points  utterly  shame- 
less and  unscrupulous  ;  not  hesitating  to  offer  Romani  citi- 
zenship by  public  sale  to  freed  slaves  and  aliens,  aifd  to 
count  out  the  price  on  public  money-tables  in  the  forum. 
He  maintained  three  thousand  swordsmen,  and  had  always 
about  him  a  company  of  young  men  of  the  equestrian  class 
ready  for  all  occasions,  whom  he  styled  his  Anti-senate. 
Having  had  a  law  enacted,  that  no  senator  should  contract 
a  debt  of  above  two  thousand  drachmas,  he  himself,  after 
death,  was  found  indebted  three  millions.  This  was  th^ 
man  whom  Marius  let  in  upon  the  Cc)nnnonwealthj_and 
wjio,  confounding  all  thnigs  by  forcc-nncniie  sword,  made 
seyerM^rdmances  of  dangerous  consequence,  and  amongst 
thej'estjme  giving  Murius  the  conduct  of  the  Mithridatia 
war — I]jxaLlliis_the  consuls jiroclaimed  a  public  cessatioa 
of  business,  but  as  they  \vTrc  Iiolduig-iin_asaeuibly_iie£ix-thfi 
temple  of_Castor  and  Polhix^  lie  let  ]()nse  llii^'_j:abble^ipQa 
thein,  and  amongst  manX-OUiers  iilcw  the  consul- 
peius's  young  sonln  the  forum,  Ponipeius  himselfj_ 
escapnigjn  tlie^^crowd.  SylTanjeing  cl()seTyj)ursij^ 
the  house  of  Marms,  was  forced  to  come  fortk-i 
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be  ci^ssation  ;  and  for  his  doing  this,  Sulpicius,  having  de- 
osed  Poiupeius,  allowed  Sylla  to  continue  his  consulship, 
nlylnih^reri'liig  the  Mlthridatic^expe^diHonlt^^ 
There  were  inimediateTy^espatched  to  Nola  tribunes  to 
eceive  the  army,  and  bring  it  to  Marius  ;  but  Sylla,  having 
ot  first  to  the  camp,  and  the  soldiers,  upon  hearing  the 
ews,  having  stoned  the  tribunes,  Marius,  in  requital,  pro- 
eeded  to  put  the  friends  of  Sylla  in  the  city  to  the  sword, 
nd  rifled  their  goods.  Every  kind  of  removal  and  flight 
rent  on,  some  hastening  from  the  camp  to  the  city,  others 
rom  the  city  to  the  camp.  The_senate,_no  more  in  its  own 
lower,  but  wholly  governed  by  the  dictates  oOIariuiiJUid 
!iaTpiciuSj_ alarmed  at  tlie  report  of  Sylla's  advancing  with 
lis  troops_tfiwards  the  city,  sent  forth  twa  of  the^pi:2£toj3, 
jrutus^and  Servilius,  to  forbid  his  iiearer  approach.  The 
oldiers  would  have  slain  these  praetors  in  a  fury,  for  their 
mid  language  to  Sylla ;  contenting  themselves,  however, 
yith  breaking  their  rods,  and  tearing  olf  their  purple-edged 
'obes,  after  much  contumelious  usage  they  sent  them  back, 
0  the  sad  dejection  of  the  citizens,  who  beheld  their  mag- 
strates  despoiled  of  their  badges  of  office,  and  announcing 
0  them  that  things  were  now  manifestly  come  to  a  rup- 
ture past  all  cure.  Marius  put  himself  in  readiness,  and 
^ylla  with  his  colleague  moved  from  Xola,  at  the  head  of 
iixjiomplete  legions,  njl  of  ihem  willing  to  march  up  di- 
■fint.ly  itgni^it^t  the  ^itxJlll21!iJ2_2^^  himself  as  yet  wasdoubt- 
'"Vinthought,  and  apjjrehensive  of  the^ danger.  As  he  was 
sacrificing,  Postumius  the  soothsayer,  having  inspected  the 
Jutrails,  stretching  forth  both  hands  to  Sylla,  required  to 
t)e  bound  and  kept  in  custody  till  the  battle  was  over,  as 
(villiug,  if  they  had  not  speedy  and  complete  success,  to 
suffer  the  utmost  punishment.  It  is  said,  also,  that  there 
appeared  to  Sylla  himself,  in  a  dream,  a  certain  goddess, 
«wm  the  Romans  learnt  to  worship  from  the  Cappado- 
clans,  whether  it  be  the  Moon,  or  Pallas,  or  Bellona.  This 
same  goddess,  to  bis  thinking,  stood  by  him,  and  put  into 
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his  hand  thunder  and  lightning,  then  naming  his  enninlefi 
one  by  one,  bade  him  strike  them,  who,  all  of  them,  fill  on 
the  discharge  and  disappeared.  Enmuraged  by  tlmjnsinn, 
^nd  relating  it  la  his  colleague,  next  day  he  led  on  towards 
Roine.  About  Picinse  being  met  by  a  deputation,  beseech." 
ingjiim  iiot  to  attaclLJitoSS^  ^??^_'^L.?'.  P25LrcjdQr 

that  the  senate  had  decreed  to  do  him  all  the  right  imagin." 
ableTEe^onsented  tolTalt  on  the  spot,  and  sent  his  officers' 
to~measure  out  the  ground,  as  is  usual,  for  a  camp;  so* 
that  the  deputation,  believing^  it,  returned.   They  were 
no  sooner~g6ne,  but^re^^ent  a  party  on  under  the  cnm-- 
mand  of  Lucius  Basillus  and  Caius  Mummius,  to  secure- 
the  city  gate,  and  the  walls  on  the  side  of  the  Esquiline hill,' 
and  then  close  at  their  heels  followed  himself  with  all  speed.''^ 
Basillus  made  his  way  successfully  into  the  city,  but  the  un-^ 
armed  multitude,  pelting  him  with  stones  and  tiles  from  off 
the  houses,  stopped  his  further  progress,  and  beat  him  back" 
to  the  wall.    Sylla  by  this  time  was  come  up,  and  seeing ' 
what  was  going  on,  called  aloud  to  his  men  to  set  fire  to- 
the  houses,  and  taking  a  flaming  torch,  heJiimself  led  the, 
way,  andcommanded  the  archers  to  make.use.Qf-tbfik.fiia:- 
dartsji^nglly  at  the  topsof  houses ;  all  which  he.  did,  ■ 
not  upon  any_plan»-£uOimpIy.m_his_fu     yielding  the  cog- ; 
duct  of  that  day's  work  to  passion,  and  jis.if_all  he  saw  were' 
enemies, -jwitlwu|_res£ect^^         either  to  friends,  rela- 
tions, or  acquiantance,  made  hia-£iiixX-hy.fire>  which  kno^vs 
no  distinction  betwixtirieiiA-or  foe.  ; 

In_.tliis_conflict,  Marius,  being  driven  into  the  temple  of  j 
Mother-Earth,  thence  invited  the  slaves  by  proclaniation-^ 
of  frgeclbm,  but  the  ehfemy  coming  oiThe  was  ovev^QSSIS^--^ 
and  fledthe~city:  ~  | 

SyllaTHavIhg  called  a  senate,  had  sentence  of  death  passed, 
on  Marius,  and  some  few  others,  amongst  whom  was  Sulpi-;il 
cius,  tribune  of  the  people.  Sulpicius  was  killed,  being  be- 1 
trayed  by  his  servant,  whom  Sylla  first  made  free,  and  then  1 
threw  hira  headlong  down  the  Tarpeian  rock.    As  for  Ma-kt 
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rius,  he  set  a  price  on  his  life,  by  proclamation,  neither 
gratefully  nor  politically,  if  we  consider  into  whose  house, 
not  long  before,  he  put  himself  at  mercy,  and  was  safely 
dismissed.  Had  Marius  at  that  time  not  let  Sylla  go,  but 
suffered  him  to  be  slain  by  the  hands  of  Sulpicius,  he  might 
have  been  lord  of  all ;  nevertheless  he  spared  his  life,  and 
a  few  days  after,  when  in  a  similar  position  himself,  received 
a  different  Hneasure. 

By  these  proceedin^j_SjUa^excited^^^^ 
tjieTenate^;  but  the  displeasm'e  and  free  indignation  of  tbe 
commonalty  showed  itself  plainly  by  their  actions.  For 
tlie^Jgnomimously  rejected  Xonius,  his  nephew,  and  Ser- 
vjiiSj^'^hn  stoniTfor  offices  of_stiite^by  his  interest,  and  elected 
others  aj_jaagistrates,  _by_honoring  whom  they  thought 
theyshould  most  annoy  him.  He  made  semblance  of  ex- 
treme satisfaction  at  all  this,  as  if  the  people  by  his  means 
had  again  enjoyed  the  liberty  of  doing  what  seemed  best  to 
them.  And  to  pacify  the  public  hostiljjty^ie  created  Lucius 
Ciana  consul.  one_of  the  adverse  party,  having  first  bound 
him^ under  oaths  and  iinprecations  to  be  favorable  to  his 
hiterest.  For  Cinna,  ascendmg  the  capitol  with  a  stone  in 
his  hand,  swore  solemnly,  and  prayed  with  direful  curses, 
that  he  himself,  if  he  were  not  true  to  his  friendship  with 
Sylla,  might  be  cast  out  of  the  city,  as  that  stone  out  of  his 
hand;  and  thereupon  cast  the  stone  to  the  ground,  in  the 
presence  of  many  people.  Xevei;ttielesa-J2inxia-iiad— n^) 
sooijgr  entered_oiL-bis  charge,  hntjie  took  measures  to  dis- 
turb thepresent_^etf lenient,  having  prepared  an  impeach- 
ment against  Sylla,  got  Yirginius,  one  of  the  tribunes  of  the 
people,  to  be  his_accuser  •  J^ut  Svlla,  leaving  him  and_tlie 
court  of  judicature  to  themselves,  set  forth  against  Sithri- 
dates;   ' 

About  the  time  that  Sylla  was  making  ready  to  put  off 
with  his  force  from  Italy,  besides  many  other  omens  which 
befell  Mithridates,  then  staying  at  Pergamus,  there  goes  a 
Btory  that  a  figure  of  Victory,  with  a  crown  in  her  hand. 
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Which  the  Pergaraenians  by  machinery  from  above  let  down  j 
on  him,  when  it  liad  ahnost  reached  his  head,  fell  to  piecfei,: 
and  the  crown  tumbling  down  into  the  midst  of  the  theatre, , 
there  broke  against  the  ground,  occasioning  a  general 
alarm  among  the  populace,  and  considerably  disquieting 
Mithridates  himself,  although  his  affairs  at  that  time  were 
succeeding  beyond  expectation.    J'or  havifl^  wfeate^Asia 
frnm  the  Roma.ns,  and  Bithynia  and  Cappadocia  from  theit . 
kingST-b»-made-Pei:ffaiiuia-hls_ royal  seat,  distributhigapinn^^ 
his  friends  richfis,  principalities^  and  kingdoms.   Of  hii 
sons,  "HQ  Tt^siding  in  Pontns  and  Bnspnni^eld  bis  ancjftit 
.realm  as  fe^^ 

ouLM2l§¥^Qn4- while  JL.riarathes,  another,  wq,s  rpdnping 
Thrace  and  Macedon,  with  a  great  army,  to  obedience. 
His  generals,  with  forces  under  JheiTi,5Ke_re  establishing  liis 
supraiimcjLua_othe^  quarters.  Archelaus,  in  particular, 
with  his  fleet,  held  absolute  mastery  of  the  sea,  and  was 
bringing  into  subjection  the  Cyclades,  and  all  the  otlier 
islands  as  far  as  Malea,  and  had  taken  Euboea  itself.  ]\Ia.k- 
ing  Athens  hisjieadquarters,  from  thence  as  far  as  Thessalv 
he  was  withdrawingjhe  sjates  of  Greece  from  the  Ronian- 
allegiance,  without  the  least  jll-success,  except  at  Chseronea.- 
For  here  Bruttius  Sura,  lieutenant  to  Sentius,  governor  of' 
Macedon,  a  man  of  singular  valor  and  prudence,  met  him, 
and,  though  he  came  like  a  torrent  pouring  over  Boeotia, 
made  stout  resistance,  and  thrice  giving  him  battle  near 
Chseronea,  repulsed  and  forced  him  back  to  the  sea.  But 
being  commanded  by  Lucius  Lucullus  to  give  place  to  his 
successor,  Sylla,  and  resign  the  war  to  whom  it  was  decreed, 
he  presently  left  Boeotia,  and  retired  back  to  Sentius, 
although  his  success  had  outgone  all  hopes,  and  Greece  was 
well  disposed  to  a  new  revolution,  upon  account  of  his 
gallant  behavior.  These  were  the  glorious  actions  of 
Bruttius. 

,Sjdla,_on_Ws^  ajTiyal,  recerpeiLJijrJJidi^^eputatioBS  th« 
compliments  of  all  the  cities  of  Greece,  except  Athens, 
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against  whigh,  as  itijvas  compelled  by  the  tyrant  Aristion 
to  toli  for  Jhe  kin^j  he  ad  with  all  his  forces,  and 

{nyestjnjLihe_I^rffii^^  it,  employin g 

ever^_vaiiet^_of^  en^ines^  a^^ 

assault  J  5vhereas^_ha4JieJpi£grne  ta^^^  little  while,  he 
might  without  hazard  have  taken  the  Upper  City  _by 
famine,  ,it.  .ifiiag.  already  reduced,  to,,  the  laatjBstremity, 
through  'ffiant-^f.  necessaries^  But  eager  to  xeturiL  to 
Rome,  and  .  fearing  innovation  there,  a,t  great  ,  risk,  with 
continual  fighting  and  vast  expense,  he  pushed  on,the.war. 
Besides  other  equipage,  the  very  work  about  the  engines  of 
battery  was  supplied  with  no  less  than  ten  thousand  yoke 
of  mules,  employed  daily  in  that  service.  And  when  timber 
grew  scarce,  for  many  of  the  works  failed,  some  crushed  to 
pieces  by  their  own  weight,  others  taking  fire  by  the  con- 
tinual play  of  the  enemy,  he  had  recourse  to  the  sacred 
groves,  and  cut  down  the  trees  of  the  Academy,  the  shadi- 
est of  all  the  suburbs,  and  the  Lyceum.  And  a  vast  sum  of 
ffione^  being  wanted  to  carry  on  the  war,  he  broke  into 
the  sanctuaries  ol  Greece,  Tliat^^^Epldaurus  and^Jhat_of 
OlympiapsSTrdirrg — for' the  most  beautiful  and  precious 
offerings' (leposited"~tKere]  ITe  ' wrote, ~  Tikewise,  fo^  the 
Amphictyons  at  Delphi,  that  it  were  better  to  remit  the 
wealth  of  the  god  to  him,  for  that  he  would  keep  it  more 
securely,  or  in  case  he  made  use  of  it,  restore  as  much.  He 
sent  Caphis,  the  Phocian,  one  of  his  friends,  with  this 
message,  commanding  him  to  receive  each  item  by  weight. 
Caphis  came  to  Delphi,  but  was  loth  to  touch  the  holy 
things,  and  with  many  tears,  in  the  presence  of  the 
Amphictyons,  bewailed  the  necessity.  And  on  some  of 
them  declaring  they  heard  the  sound  of  a  harp  from  the 
Inner  shrine,  he,  whether  he  himself  believed  it,  or  was 
willing  to  try  the  effect  of  religious  fear  upon  Sylla,  sent 
back  an  express.  To  which  Sylla  replied  in  a  scoffing  way, 
that  it  was  surprising  to  him  that  Caphis  did  nfli...Jj:now- 
that  music  was  a  sign  ofjoy,  not  anger;  he  should,  ther©' 
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fore,  go  on  boldly,  and  accept  what  a  gracious  and  bountl 
ful  god  offered. 

Other  things  were  sent  away  without  much  notice  on  thj 
part  of  the  Greelvs  in  general,  but  in  the  case  of  the  sih'er 
tun,  that  only  relic  of  the  regal  donations,  which  its  weight 
and  bulk  made  it  impossible  for  any  carriage  to  receive, 
the  Amphictyons  were  forced  to  cut  it  into  pieces,  and 
called  to  mind  in  so  doing,  how  Titus  Flaraininus,  and 
Manius  Acilius,  and  again  Paulus  ^milius,  one  of  whom 
drove  Antiochus  out  of  Greece,  and  the  others  subdued  the 
Macedonian  kings,  had  not  only  abstained  from  violating 
the  Greek  temples,  but  had  even  given  them  new  gifts  and 
honors,  and  increased  the  general  veneration  for  them. 
They,  indeed,  the  lawful  commanders  ot  temperate  and 
obedient  soldiers,  and  themselves  great  in  soul,  and  simple 
in  expenses,  lived  within  the  bounds  of  the  ordinary  estab- 
lished charges,  accounting  it  a  greater  disgrace  to  seek 
popularity  with  their  men,  than  to  feel  fear  of  their  enemy. 
"Whereas  the  commanders  of  these  times,  attaining  to  supe- 
riority by  force,  not  worth,  and  having  need  of  arms  one 
against  another,  rather  than  against  the  public  enemy, 
were  constrained  to  temporize  in  authority,  and  in  order  to 
pay  for  the  gratifications  with  which  they  purchased  the 
labor  of  their  soldiers,  were  driven,  before  they  knew  it,  to 
sell  the  commonwealth  itself,  and,  to  gain  the  mastery  over 
men  better  than  themselves,  were  content  to  become  slaves 
to  the  vilest  of  wretches.  These  practices  drove  Marius 
into  exile,  and  again  brought  him  in  against  Sylla.  These 
made  Cinna  the  assassin  of  Octavius,  and  Fimbria  of 
Flaccus.    To  r,r.^-^v»p»  Syiit,  f'r.Tif jjbuted  uot  the least', 

^°£.  to.coi;rupt  and  win  over  those  who  were  under  the  com- 
mand  of  others Jie  woiildiie  inunificent^^  profuseTovpmtls 
those  who  were  under  hls„mjm-;l«»4-«^  wBHOein^ 
the  soldiers  of  other  generals  to_treachery,  and  his  own  U) 
dissolute  living,  he  was  naturally  in  want^of  a  large  tfea*- 
ary,  and  especially  during  that  siege 
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g^dlaJiad-aj^fihgment  and  an  implacable  desire  to  con- 
aaerj\thp,n,s,  whether  out  of  emulation,  fl,o-ht,hig-  ns  ih  wpvh 
again5tJ^e^ha-dosc,^4^  o^H^^^ 

at  the  foul  .  words  and  scurrilous  Jests  with  ^^'hich  the 
tyrant  Aristion,  showing  himseli daily,  with  miseenilj  ges- 
ticulations,  upon  the  walls,  had  provoked  him  and  Metella. 

TM  fyrant  Aristion  had  his  very  being  compounded  of 
wantonness  and  cruelty,  having  gathered  into  himself  all 
the  worst  of  Mithridates's  diseased  and  vicious  qualities, 
like  some  fatal  malady  which  the  city,  after  its  deliverance 
from  innumerable  wars,  many  tyrannies  and  seditions,  was 
in  its  last  days  destined  to  endure.  At  the  tmie  when  a 
medimnus  of  wheat  was  sold  in  the  city  for  one  thousand 
drachmas,  and  men  were  forced  to  live  on  the  feverfew 
growing  round  the  citadel,  and  to  boil  down  shoes  and  oil- 
bags  for  their  food,  he,  carousing  and  feasting  in  the  open 
face  of  day,  then  dancing  in  armor,  and  making  jokes 
at  the  enemy,  suffered  the  holy  lamp  of  the  goddess  to 
expire  for  want  of  oil,  and  to  the  chief  priestess,  who  de- 
manded of  him  the  twelth  part  of  a  medimnus  of  wheat,  he 
sent  the  like  quantity  of  pepper.    The  senators  and  priests 

CnmP       RUpplinntPi  tfr  beg  of  him  to  tnlrf.  mmpaHsinTi 

on  the  city,  and  treat  for  peace  with  Sylla,  he  drove  away 
and  dispersed  with  a  flight_of  arrows.  At  last  with  much 
ado,  he  sent  forth  two  or  three  of  his  revelling  companions 
to  parley,  to  whom  Sylla,  perceiving  that  they  made  no 
serious  overtures  towards  an  accommodation,  but  went 
on  haranguing  in  praise  of  Theseus,  Eumolpus,  and  the 
Median  trophies,  replied,  "  My  good  friends,  you  may  put 
Up  your  speeches  and  be  gone.  1  was  sent  by  the  Romans 
to  Athens,  not  to  take  lessons,  but  to  reduce  rebels  to 
obedience." 

In  the  mean  time  news  came  to  Sylla  that  some  old  men, 
talking  in  the  Ceramicus,  had  been  overheard  to  blame  the 
tyrant  for  not  securing  the  passages  and  approaches  near 
the  Heptachalcum,  the  one  point  where  the  enemy  might 
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easily  get  over.  Sylla  neglected  not  the  report,  but  going 
ui  the  night,  and  discovering  tlx'  place  to  he  assailable,  set 
instantly  to  work.  Sylla  himself  makes  mention  in  hia 
Memoirs,  that  ]Marcus  Teius,  the  first  man  who  scaled  the 
wall,  meeting  with  an  adversary,  and  striking  him  on  tiie 
headpiece  a  home-stroke,  broke  his  own  sword,  but,  not- 
withstanding, did  not  give  ground,  but  stood  and  held  liiir 
fast.  The  city  was  certainly  taken  from  that  quarter,  ac- 
cording  to  the  tradition  of  fTipn1(lps;t  nf  th^  AfViPni^nt^ 

When  thavLjiikL  thrown  down  the  wall,  and  made  all 
level  betym2£t_th&J?4^^  Cacvcd  Gatey^il^outmidnigbt 
■SLglla  entere,d-tha_b3:each,  with  all  the  terrors  o£^nnTipe!s 
ajidjviiTMTetg  snnnding,  with  JJip.-trinmpb ant  ■ahoutand^fy 
of  an  army  let  loose  sp^il  m'^  slaughter,jind  scouring 
through  the  streets  with  swords  _drawil'  There  was" 'no 
numbering  the  slain ;  the  amount  is  to  this  day  conjectured 
only  from  the  space  of  ground  overflowed  with  blood.  For 
without  mentioning  the  execution  done  in  other  quarters 
of  the  city,  the  blood  that  was  shed  about  the  market-place 
spread  over  the  whole  Ceramicus  within  the  Double-gate, 
and,  according  to  most  writers,  passed  through  the  gate 
and  overflowed  the  suburb.  !N"or  did  the  multitudes  wbich 
felLtlius  exceed  the  riurnber  ^f  those"  wtiOj  out  of  pity^  and 
^oyg  for  their  onnntry  wliich  they  believed  was  now 
finally  to  perish,  slewthemselves-f-tlieJjest  of  them,  through 
despair  of  their  country's  surviving,  dreading  themselves 
to  &uxvive7expec£rng  neither~Tiumanity  nor  niode.ration  in 
Syjla^  At  length,  partly  at  the  instance  of  Jlidias  and 
Calliphon,  two  exiled  men,  beseeching  and  casting  them- 
selves at  his  feet,  partly  by  the  intercession  of  those  senators 
who  followed  the  camp,  having  had  his  fill  of  revenge,  and 
making  some  honorable  mention  of  the  ancient  Athenians, 
"  I  forgive,"  said  he,  "  the  many  for  the  sake  of  the  few, 
the  living  for  the  dead."  ITe  took  Atliens,  according  to  his 
own  Memoirs,  on  the  calends  of  :\r;irch,  coinciding  pretty 
nearly  with  the  new  moon  of  Anthesterion,  on  which  dajr 
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It  is  tbe  Athenian  usage  to  perform  various  acts  in  com. 
memoratiou  of  the  ruins  and  devastations  occasioned  by 
the  deluge,  that  being  supposed  to  be  the  time  of  its  oc- 
currence. 

At  the  taking  of  the  town,  the  tyrant  fled  into  the  citadel, 
and  was  there  besieged  by  Curio,  who  had  that  charge 
given  hira.  He  held  out  a  considerable  time,  but  at  last 
yielded  himself  up  for  want  of  water,  and  divine  power 
immediately  intimated  its  agency  in  the  matter.  For  on 
the  same  day  and  hour  that  Curio  conducted  him  down, 
the  clouds  gathered  in  a  clear  sky,  and  there  came  down  a 
great  quantity  of  rain  and  filled  the  citadel  with  water. 
1  Not  long  after,  Sylla  won  the  Pirfeus,  and  burnt  most  of 
it;  amongst  the  rest,  Philo's  arsenal,  a  work  very  greatly 
admired. 

In  the  mean  time  Taxiles,  jMithridates's  general,  coming 
down  from  Thrace  and  Macedon,  with  an  army  of  one  hun- 
dred thousand  foot,  ten  thousand  horse,  and  ninety  chariots, 
armed  with  scythes  at  the  wheels,  would  liave  joined  Arche- 
laus,  who  lay  with  a  navy  on  the  coast  near  Munychia,  reluc- 
tant to  quit  the  sea,  and  jet  unwilling  to  engage  the  RQmana 
in  battle,  butdesiring  to  proln'ict_tlie  WUL'  uM  cut  off  the  ene- 
iHy'ssupplie^  Which  Sylla  perceiving  mucli  better  than  him 
self,  passed  with  his  forces  into  Boeotia,  quitting  a  barren  dis- 
trict which  was  inadequate  to  maintain  an  army  even  in  time 
of  peace.  He  was  thought  by  some  to  have  taken  false 
measures  in  thus  leaving  Attica,  a  rugged  country,  and  ill 
suited  for  cavalry  to  move  in,  and  entering  the  plain  and 
open  fields  of  Boeotia,  knowing  as  he  did  the  barbarian 
strength  to  consist  most  in  horses  and  chariots.  But  as  was 
said  before,  to  avoid  famine  and  scarcity,  he  was  forced  to 
run  the  risk  of  a  battle.  Moreover  he  was  in  anxiety  for 
Hortensius,  a  bold  and  active  officer,  whom  on  his  way  to 
Sylla  with  forces  from  Thessaly,  the  barbarians  awaited  in 
the  straits.  For  these  reasons  Sylla  drew  oflE  into  Boeotiac 
Hortensius,  meantime,  was  conducted  by  Caphis,  our  couji 
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trvman,  nnou.er  way  unk,iown  t,o  the  barbarians,  by  Parna* 
sus  iust  inuler  Tithora,  which  was  then  not  so  large  a  town 
as  i't  is  now,  bat  a  n.cre  fort,  surroiinded  by  steep  i)recipice8^ 
whitlier  tlio  Phociaus  also,  in  old  times,  when  flying  from' 
the  invasion  of  Xerxes,  carried  themselves  and  tlieir  goods 
and  were  saved.    Ilortensins,  encamping  here,  kept  nffjli^ 
enemy  by  day,  Mnij!:.tjiight_d_escending  by  diflicult  jutssage  ' 
"to"  Patrol) is,  j()injed_JhaJoxcea„Qf  J3y  .can.ie  to.  ni.e,<l 

him.    Thns  nnited  tjiex-pefi-tad-tkeni selves  on  a  fertile  hill 
TITT^Fe  middle  of  thej^hjiiL-uLl^lljite^^  sliaded  with  trees  aiuf 
wateredalTlie'foot^  It  ig_calisiL  P.li  i  '.<>h(Bo,tLis..  and  its  situa- 
tion and  natuTaT  advantages  are_  spokei^i  of  with  great  ad. 
miratrrm  by  f  iylhT:  '  '  I 

^TAirirhe3rtTry" thus  encamped,  they  seemed  to  the  e;  emy 
a  contemptible  number,  for  there  were  nf>t  above  fifteen 
hundrea  horse,  and  less  than  fifteen  thousand  foot.  There- 
fore the  rest  of  the  commanders,  over-persuading  Archelaus 
and  drawing  up  the  army,  covered  the  plain  with  horses, 
chariots,  bucklers,  targets.   The  clamor  and  cries  of  so 
many  nations  forming  for  battle  rent  the  air,  nor  was  the 
pomp  and  ostentation  of  their  costly  array  altogether  idle 
and  unserviceable  for  terror ;  for  the  brightness  of  their 
armor,  embellished  magnificently  with  gold  and  silver,  and 
the  rich  colors  of  their  Median  and  Scythian  coats,  inter- 
mixed with  brass  and  shining  steel,  presented  a  flaming 
and  terrible  sight  as  they  swayed  about  and  moved  in  their 
ranks,  so  much  so  that  the  Romans  shrunk  within  their 
trenches,  and  Sylla,  unable  by  any  arguments  to  remove 
their  fear,  and  unwilling  to  force  them  to  fight  against 
their  wills,  was  fain  to  sit  down  in  quiet,  ill-brooking  to 
become  the  subject  of  barbarian  insolence  and  laughter. 
This,  however,  above  all  advantaged  him,  for  the  enemy, 
from  contemning  of  him,  fell  into  disorder  amongst  them- 
selves, being  already  less  thoroughly  under  command,  on 
account  of  the  number  of  their  leaders.    Some  few  of  them 
lemamed  wxthm  the  encampment,  but  others,  the  majol 
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part,  lured  out  with  hopes  of  prey  and  rapine,  strayed  about 
the  country  many  days'  journey  from  the  camp,  and  are 
related  to  have  destroyed  the  city  of  Panope,  to  have  plun- 
dered Lebadea,  and  robbed  the  oracle  without  any  orders 
from  their  commanders. 

Sylla,  all  this  while,  chafing  and  fretting  to  see  the  cities 
all  around  destroyed,  suffered  not  the  soldiery  to  remain 
idle,  but  leading  them  out,  compelled  them  to  divert  the 
Cephisus  from  its  ancient  channel  by  casting  up  ditches, 
and  giving  respite  to  none,  showed  himself  rigorous  in  pun- 
iaiivngr  fha  rpmi<:^f;,  that  growiug  wcary  of  labor,  thexniight- 
be,  induced  by  hardship  to  embrace  danger.  "Which  jell . 
out  accordingly,  for  on  the_third  day,  being  hard  at  work 
as  Syllajta^sed  J)2UiliexJbegged_{^^  clamored  to  be  led 
against- tha^enenry.  Sylla  replied,  that  this  demand  of  war 
proceeded  rather  from  a  backwardness  to  labor  than  any  for- 
wardness to  fight,  but  if  they  were  in  good  earnest  mar- 
tially inclined,  he  bade  them  take  their  arms  and  get  up 
thither,  pointing  to  the  ancient  citadel  of  the  Parapota- 
mians,  of  which  at  present,  the  city  being  laid  waste,  there 
remained  only  the  rocky  hill  itself,  steep  and  craggy  on  all 
sides,  and  severed  from  Mount  Hedylium  by  the  breadth 
of  the  river  Assus,  which,  running  between,  and  at  the 
bottom  of  the  same  hill  falling  into  the  Cephisus  with  an 
impetuous  confluence,  makes  this  eminence  a  strong  posi- 
tion for  soldiers  to  occupy.  Observing  that  the  enemy's 
division,  called  the  Brazen  Shields,  were  making  their  way 
up  thither,  Sylla  was  willing  to  take  first  possession,  and. 
by  the  vigorous  efforts  of  the  soldiers,  succeeded.  Arche- 
laus,  driven  from  hence,  bent  his  forces  upon  Chseronea. 
rhe  Chseroneans  who  bore  arms  in  the  Roman  camp  be- 
seeching Sylla  not  to  abandon  the  city,  he  despatched 
Gahinius,  a  tribune,  with  one  legion,  and  sent  out  also  the 
Chaeroneans,  who  endeavored,  but  were  not  able  to  get  in 
before  Gabinius ;  so  active  was  he,  and  more  zealous  to 
t>ring  relief  than  those  who  had  entreated  it,    Juba  writer 
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that  Ericiu3  ^^'as  tho  man  sent,  not  Gabiuius.  Thus  nai 
rowly  did  our  native  city  escape. 

From  Lebadea  and  the  cave  of  Trophoniua  there  cami 
favorable  rumors  and  prophecies  of  victory  to  the  Romans, 
of  which  the  inhabitants  of  those  places  gave  a  fuller  ac- 
count, but  as  Sylla  himself  affirms  in  the  tenth  book  of  his 
Memoirs,  Quintus  Titius,  a  man  of  some  repute  among 
the  Romans  who  were  engaged  in  mercantile  bushiess  in 
Greece,  came  to  him  after  the  battle  won  at  Chseronea,  and 
declared  that  Trophonius  had  foretold  another  fight  and 
victory  on  the  place,  within  a  short  time.  After  him  a 
soldier,  by  name  Salvenius,  brought  an  account  from  the 
god  of  the  future  issue  of  affairs  in  Italy.  As  to  the  vision, 
they  both  agreed  in  this,  that  they  had  seen  one  who  in 
stature  and  in  majesty  was  similar  to  Jupiter  Olympius. 

Sylla,  when  he  had  passed  over  the  Assus,  marching 
under  the  Mount  Hedylium,  encamped  close  to  Archelaus, 
who  had  intrenched  himself  strongly  between  the  mount- 
ains Acontium  and  Hedylium,  close  to  what  are  called  the 
Assia.  The  place  of  his  intrenchment  is  to  this  day  named 
from  him,  Archelaus.  Sylla,  after  one  day's  respite,  having 
left  Murena  behind  him  with  one  legion  and  two  cohorts  to 
amuse  the  enemy  with  continual  alarms,  himself  went  and 
sacrificed  on  the  banks  of  Cephisus,  and  the  holy  rites 
ended,  held  on  towards  Chseronea  to  receive  the  forces 
there  and  view  Mount  Thurium,  where  a  party  of  the  enemy 
had  posted  themselves.  This  is  a  craggy  height  running 
up  in  a  conical  form  to  a  point  called  by  us  Orthopagus; 
at  the  foot  of  it  is  the  river  Morius  and  the  temple  of  Apollo 
Thurius.  The  god  had  his  surname  from  Thuro,  mother ol 
Chteron,  whom  ancient  record  makes  founder  of  Cha-ronea. 
Others  assert  that  the  cow,  ^\ilich  Apollo  gave  to  Cadmus 
for  a  guide,  appeared  there,  and  that  the  place  look  its 
name  from  the  beast,  Tlior  oeing  the  Phcenician  word  for 
Cow. 

At  Sylla's  approach  to  Chajronea,  the  tribune  who  had 
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been  appointed  to  guard  the  city  led  out  his  men  in  arms, 
and  met  him  \^-ith  a  garland  of  laurel  in  his  hand  ;  which 
Sylla  accepting,  and  at  the  same  time  saluting  the  soldiers 
and  animating  them  to  the  encounter,  two  men  of  Chseronea, 
Homoloichus  and  Anaxidamus,  presented  themselves  before 
him,  and  offered,  with  a  small  party,  to  dislodge  those  who 
were  posted  on  Thurium.  For  there  lay  a  path  out  of  sight 
of  the  barbarians,  from  what  is  called  Petrochus  along  by 
the  Museum,  leading  right  down  from  above  upon  Thurium. 
By  this  way  it  was  easy  to  fall  upon  them  and  either  stone 
them  from  above  or  force  them  down  into  the  plain.  Sylla, 
assured  of  their  faith  and  courage  by  Gabinius,  bade  them 
proceed  with  the  enterprise,  and  meantime  drew  up  the 
army,  and  disposing  the  cavalry  on  both  wings,  himself 
took  command  of  the  right ;  the  left  being  committed  to  the 
disectiun  of  Murena.  In  the  rear  of  all,  Galba  and  Horteii- 
sius,  his  lieutenants,  planted  themselves  on  the  upper 
grounds  with  the  cohorts  of  reserve,  to  watch  the  motions 
of  the  enemy,  who  with  numbers  of  horse  and  swift-footed, 
light-armed  infantry,  were  noticed  to  have  so  formed  their 
wing  as  to  allow  it  readily  to  change  about  and  alter  its 
position,  and  thus  gave  reason  for  suspecting  that  they  in- 
tended to  carry  it  far  out  and  so  to  inclose  the  Romans. 

In  the  meanwhile,  the  Chseroneans,  who  had  Ericius  for 
commander  by  appointment  of  Sylla,  covertly  making  their 
way  around  Thurium,  and  then  discovering  themselves,  oc- 
casioned a  great  confusion  and  rout  among  the  barbarians, 
and  slaughter,  for  the  most  part,  by  their  own  hands.  For 
'hey  kept  not  their  place,  but  making  down  the  steep  de- 
scent, ran  themselves  on  their  own  spears,  and  violently 
sent  each  other  over  the  cliffs,  the  enemy  from  above  press- 
ing on  and  wounding  them  where  they  exposed  their 
'>odies;  insomuch  that  there  fell  three  thousand  about 
Thurium.  Some  of  those  who  escaped,  being  met  by 
Murena  as  he  stood  in  array,  were  cut  off  and  destroyed. 
Others  breaking  through  to  their  friends  and  falling  pell- 
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mell  Into  the  ranks,  filled  most  part  of  the  army  wi'h  feaij 
and  tumult,  and  caused  a  hesitation  and  delay  among  the 
generals,  which  was  no  small  disadvantage.  For  Immedii 
ately  upon  the  discomposure,  Sylla  coming  full  speed  U 
the  charge,  and  quickly  crossing  the  interval  between  the 
armies,  lost  them  the  service  of  their  armed  chariots,  whid 
require  a  considerable  space  of  ground  to  gather  strengtl 
and  impetuosity  in  their  career,  a  short  course  being  weali 
and  ineffectual,  like  that  of  missiles  without  a  full  swingii 
Thus  it  fared  with  the  barbarians  at  present,  whose  firs  j 
chariots  came  feebly  on  and  made  but  a  faint  impressionj 
the  Romans,  repulsing  them  with  shouts  and  laughter ; 
called  out,  as  they  do  at  the  races  in  the  circus,  for  nioret*;! 
come.  By  this  time  the  mass  of  both  armies  met ;  the  bar  ' 
barians  on  one  side  fixed  their  long  pikes,  and  with  thel, 
shields  locked  close  together,  strove  so  far  as  in  them  lay. 
to  preserve  their  line  of  battle  entire.  The  Romans,  on  th^, 
other  side,  having  discharged  their  javelins,  rushed  oi,| 
with  their  drawn  swords,  and  struggled  to  put  by  thi, 
pikes  to  get  at  them  the  sooner,  in  the  fury  that  possessec  | 
them  at  seeing  in  the  front  of  the  enemy  fifteen  thousanij 
slaves,  whom  the  royal  commanders  had  set  free  bq 
proclamation,  and  ranged  am.ongst  the  men  of  arms.  An(| 
a  Roman  centurion  is  reported  to  have  said  at  this  sight;', 
that  he  never  knew  servants  allowed  to  play  the  masteit"^ 
unless  at  the  Saturnalia.  These  men,  by  their  deep  anr 
solid  array,  as  well  as  by  their  daring  courage,  yielded  bUi,, 
slowly  to  the  legions,  till  at  last  by  slinging  engines,  am. ^■ 
darts,  which  the  Romans  poured  in  upon  them  behind^ 
they  were  forced  to  give  way  and  scatter.  ^ 
As  Archelaus  was  extending  the  right  wing  to  encom 
pass  the  enemy,  Ilortensius  with  his  cohorts  came  down  i:  " 
force,  with  intention  to  charge  him  in  the  flank.  Bu'| 
Archelaus  wheeling  about  suddenly  with  two  thousan' 
l)oi-se,  Ilortenslus^utnm^^  and  hard  pressor!,  fel  ' 

back  towards  the  higher  grounds,  and  found  himself  "tjiiv^'  * 
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flally_,gettiiig_.se]2ara^^^  om  the_main^  t>pdy  ajidJikely 
to  Jbe  surrounded  by^the  enem^.^  When  Sylla  heard 
this,  he  came  rapidly  up  to  his  succor  from  the  right 
wing,  which  as  yet  had  not  engaged.  But  Archelaus, 
guessing  the  matter  by  the  dust  of  liis  troops,  turned 
to  the  right  wing,  from  whence  Sylla  came,  in  hopes  to 
surprise  it  without  a  commander.  At  the  same  instant, 
likewise,  Taxiles,  with  his  Brazen  Shields,  assailed  Murena, 
so  that  aery  coming  from  both  places,  and  the  hills  repeat- 
ing it  around,  Sylla  stood  in  suspense  which  way  to  move. 
Deciding  to  resume  his  own  station,  he  sent  in  aid  to 
Murena  four  cohorts  under  Ilortensius,  and  commanding 
the  fifth  to  follow  him,  returned  hastily  to  the  right  wing, 
which  of  itself  held  its  ground  on  equal  terms  against 
Archelaus ;  and,  at  his  appearance,  with  one  bold  effort 
breed  them  back,  and,  obtaining  the  mastery,  followed 
them,  flying  in  disorder  to  the  river  and  Mount  Acontium. 
Sylla,  however,  did  not  forget  the  danger  Murena  was  in ; 
but  hasting  thither  and  finding  him  victorious  also,  then 
joined  in  the  pursuit.  Many  barbarians  were  slahiin  the 
field,  many  more  were  cut  in  pieces  as  they  were  maEng 
'JiiQEexaja^j  Of  all  the  vast  multitude,  ten  thousand  only 
got  safe  into  Chalcis.  !\};)la  writer  that  there  were  but  four- 
teen  of  his  soldiers  missing,  and  that  two  of  these  returned 
towards_eyening ;  he,  therefore,  inscribed  on  the  trophies 
the  nanieg_f)f  Afavs,  Vift()ry,  iind  Venus,  as  having  won  the 
day  no  less  by  good  fortune  than  by  management^jind 
force  ^  arms.  This  trophy  of  the  battle  in  the  plain 
stands  on  the  place  where  Archelaus  first  gave  way,  near 
the  stream  of  the  Molus  ;  another  is  erected  high  on  the 
top  of  Thurium,  where  the  barbarians  were  environed,  with 
an  inscription  in  Greek,  recording  that  the  glory  of  the  da^ 
belonged  to  Homoloichus  and  Anaxidamus.  Sylla  cele- 
brated his  victory  at  Thebes  with  spectacles,  for  which  he 
erected  a  stage,  near  (Edipus's  well.  The  judges  of  the 
performances  were  Greeks  chosen  out  of  other  cities;  his 
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hostility  to  tlie  Tliebans  being  inipI;icaLIe,  half  of  whose 
territory  he  took  away  and  consecrated  to  Apollo  and  Jupi- 
ter, ordering  that  out  of  the  revenue  compensation  should 
be  made  to  the  gods  for  the  riches  himself  had  taken  from 
them. 

After  this,  hearing-  that  Flaccus,  a  man  of  the  contrary 
faction,  had  Jieen^hosen_consv^  and  was_  crossing  the 
Ionian  Sea  with  an_  army,  ]>rofesse(lly  to  act  against 
Mitl.fidates,.Jbut  in  _i:eaJity  ii;:aiiist_himself,  he  h 
towards  Thessaly,  designing  to  meet  him,  but  in  Jiis  march, 
when  near  Melitea,  received  advices  fmnijUl^  parts  that  tlie 
countries  behind  him  were  overrun  and  ravaged  by  ijp  less 
a  royal  iirmy  than,  tlie-iormeiv  For  Dorylaus,  arriving  at 
Chalcis  with  a  large  fleet,  on  board  of  which  he  brought 
over  with  him  eighty  thousand  of  the  best  appointed  and 
best  disciplined  soldiers  of  Mithridates's  army,  at  once  in- 
vaded Boeotia,  and  occupied  the  country  in  hopes  to  bring 
Sylla  to  a  battle,  making  no  account  of  the  dissuasions  of 
Archelaus,  but  giving  it  out  as  to  the  last  fight,  that  with- 
out treachery  so  many  thousand  men  could  never  have 
perished.  Sylla,  however,  facing  about  expeditiously, 
made  it  clear  to  him  that  Archelaus  was  a  wise  man,  and 
had  good  skill  in  the  Roman  valor ;  insomuch  that  he  him- 
self, after  some  small  skirmishes  with  Sylla  near  Tilphos- 
sium,  was  the  first  of  those  who  thought  it  not  advisable 
to  put  things  to  the  decision  of  the  sword,  but  rather  to 
wear  out  the  war  by  expense  of  time  and  treasure.  The 
ground,  however,  near  Orchomenus,  where  they  then  lay 
encamped,  gave  some  encouragement  to  Archelaus,  being 
a  battlefield  admirably  suited  for  an  army  superior  in 
cavalry.  Of  all  the  plains  in  IJceotia  that  are  renowned 
for  their  beauty  and  extent,  this  alone,  which  commences 
from  the  city  of  Orchomenus,  spreads  out  unbroken  and 
clear  of  trees  to  the  edge  of  the  fens  in  which  the  Melas, 
rising  close  under  Orchomenus,  loses  itself,  the  only  Greek 
river  which  ia  a  deep  and  navigable  water  from  the  very 
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head,  Increasing  also  about  the  summer  solstice  like  tlia 
Nile,  and  producing  plants  similar  to  those  that  grow 
there,  only  sm;  -p>  hr  without  fruit.  It  does  not  run  far 
before  the  main  stream  disappears  among  the  blind  and 
woody  marsh-grounds  ;  a  small  branch,  however,  joins  the 
Cephisus,  about  the  place  where  the  lake  is  thought  to 
produce  the  best  flute-reeds. 

Now  that  both  armies  were  posted  near  each  other,  Arche- 
laus  lay  still,  but  Sylla  employed  hijnself  in  cutting  ditches 
from  ejtbef  si'^te ;  that  if  possible,  by  driving  the  enemies 
from  the  firm  and  open  champaign,  he  miglit  forcg  them 
intothe  fens.  Tliey,  on  the  other  hixTid,  not  endurlngtli  i  , 
as  soon  as  their  leaders  allowed  them  the  word  of  command. 
Issued  out  furiously  in  large  bodies ;  when  not  only  the 
men  at  work  were  dispersed,  but  most  part  of  those  Avho 
stood  in  arms  to  protect  the  work  fled  in  disorder.  Upon 
this,  Sylla  leaped  from  his  horse,  and  snatching Jiold  ofjin 
ensign,  rushed  through  the  midst  of  thcjiaul upon  the  eneuiy, 
crying  out  aloud,  "  Ta-in£v-0-RQmims,  It  will-be^-lorious^ 
fall  here.^  As  for  yoii,  when  they  ask -you  wher£^_yoiL  be- 
trayedyour^eneridjj^member  ancl^  say,  aLOrchonienus." 
flis  men  rallying  again  at  these  worda>iinilJjmcohorts^in- 
ing  to  his  succov  frt^m  t^ie  right  wing,  he  led  them  to  the 
charge  and  turned  the  dqjf^  Hien  retiring  some  short  dis- 
tance_and-r£ft@s4i4Hg-iiis  men,  he  proceeded  again  with  his 
Works  to  block  up  the  enemy's  camp.  They  again  sallied  out 
in  Better  order  than  before.  Here  Diogenes,  stepson  to 
Archelaus,  fighting  on  the  right  wing  with  much  gallantry, 
made  an  honorable  end.  And  the  archers,  being  hard 
pressed  by  the  Romans,  and  wanting  space  for  a  retreat, 
took  their  arrows  by  handfuls,  and  striking  with  these  as 
with  swords,  beat  them  back.  In  the  end,  however,  they 
were  all  driven  into  the  intrenchment  and  had  a  sorrowful 
night  of  it  with  their  slain  and  wounded.  The  next  day 
again,  Sylla,  leading  forth  his  men  up  to  their  quarters, 
went  on  tinishuig  the  lines  of  intrenchment,  and  when  the^ 
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Issued  out  again  with  larger  numbers  to  give  him  battl^^ 
fell  on  them  and  put  them  to  the  rout,  and  in  the  con- 
sternation ensuhig,  none  daring  to  abide,^^  took  the  camp 
by  storm.  The  marshes  were  filled  with  blood,  and  the 
hdr"_:^>  'SLuL  bodies,  insonnicirthat  to  this  ^^^^^m^ 
bows,  helmets,  f  rn,p;mp.nts  of  Jiyn,  breastplates^jmdsworSs 
of  bm-hnrian  make  continue  to  be  found  buried__depp  in 
mud,  two  hundred_years  afterthe  fight.  Thus  much  of  the 
actions  of  (^bseronea  and  OrgtiQmeaus.  ~       ~~   -  - 

-~^At  Rome,  Cinna  and  Carbo  were  now  using  injustice 
and  violence  towards  persons  of  the  greatest  eminence,  and 
many  of  them  to  avoid  this  tyranny  repaired,  as  to  a  safe 
harbor,  to  Sylla's  camp,  where,  in  a  short  space,  he  had 
about  him  the  aspect  of  a  senate,  Metella,  likewise,  having 
vvith  difficulty  conveyed  himself  and  children  away  by 
stealth,  brought  him  word  that  his  houses,  both  in  town 
and  country,  had  been  burnt  by  his  enemies,  and  entreated 
his  help  at  home.  Whilst  he  was  in  doubt  what  to  do, 
being  im^tient  to  '^ear'  of  his  cotlllU'y  being  thus  ouE^ 
faged,  and~yet  not  knowing  holTto  leave  so'great  a~'\vnrk 
as  the  Mithridatic  war  unfinished,  there  comes  to  him 
Archelaus,  a  merchant  of  Delos,  with  Iiopes  of  aiTaceom- 
modation,  and  private  instructions  fiwn_Archelaus,  the 
kiDgVgeiiefaT.~~^IlaTi!&e3~the  business  so  well  as  to  desire 
a  speedy  conference  with  Archelaus  in  person,  and  a  meet- 
ing took  place  on  the  seacoast  near  Delium,  where  the 
templeof  Apollo  stands.    Wluaa  Archelaus  opened _the_con- 

Vf;r;^at,innj  anrl  heo;njijKn^o;p_gy]1^  tr»  nhnnrlpp  his;  pi  i^t.eiisjons 

toiVsia_aixd£Qntus,  and  to  set  sail.f()rJ±La:\varr  in  Roiney4£C(;i\'- 
ing  money  and  shipping,  and  such  forces  as  he  should  tliink 
-fitting  from  theking,^lla,  interposing,  bade  A rchelausjaki 
no  further  care  for  Mithridates,  but  assume  the  crown  to  him 
^^^^"djbeconid^  confederate  of  Rome,  delivering  un^jlig 
nav^  Archelaus  professing  hTs  abhori-ernce  of  such  trea- 
son Sylla  proceeded  :  "  So  you,  Archelaus,  a  Cappadocian, 
and  slave,  or  if  it  so  please  you  friend,  to  a  barbarian  king, 
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wuld  not,  upon  such  vast  considerations,  be  guilty  of  what 
IS  dishonorable,  and  yet  dare  to  talk  to  me,  Roman  general 
and  Sylla,  of  treasonjy'as  if  you  were  not  the  self-same 
Archelaus  who  ran  away  at  Chseronea,  with  few  remaining 
out  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  men ;  who  lay  for 
two  days  in  the  fens  of  Orchomenus,  and  left  Bceotia 
impassable  for  heaps  of  dead  carcasses."  Archelaus,  chang- 
ing his  tone  at  this,  humbly  besought  him  to  lay  aside  the 
thoughts  of  war,  and  make  peace  with  Mithridates.  Sylla 
consenting  to  this  request,  articles  of  agreement  were  con- 
cluded on.  Thfit  Mithridates  should  quit  Asia  and  Paphla- 
gonia,  restore  Bithxoia.to  ^j'comedes^Cappadocia  to  Ario- 
barzanes,  and  pay  the  Romans  two  thousand  talents,  and 
grvFEim  seventy  ships  of  war  with  all^ their  furniture.  On 
tbe  other  band,  thaF  Sylla  should  confirm  toTiImTiTs  other 
dominions,  anS:  decTare  him  a  Roman  confederate.  On 
these  terins~hF~pTOceeded  by  the  way  of  Thessaly  and 
Macedon  towards  the  Hellespont,  having  Archelaus  with 
him,  and  treating  him  with  great  attention.  For  Archelaus 
being  taken  dangerously  ill  at  Larissa,  he  stopped  the 
march  of  the  army,  and  took  care  of  him,  as  if  he  had  been 
one  of  his  own  captains,  or  his  colleague  in  command. 
This  gave  suspicion  of  foul  play  in  the  battle  of  Chseronea ; 
as  it  was  also  observed  that  Sylla  had  released  all  the 
friends  of  Mithridates  taken  prisoners  in  war,  except  only 
Aristion  the  tyrant,  who  was  at  enmity  with  Archelaus, 
and  was  put  to  death  by  poison ;  and,  above  all,  ten  thou- 
sand acres  of  land  in  Euboea  had  been  given  to  the  Cappa- 
docian,  and  he  had  received  from  Sylla  the  style  of  friend 
and  ally  of  the  Romans.  On  all  which  points  Sylla  defends 
himself  in  his  Memoirs. 

The  ambassadors  of  Mithridates  arriving  and  declaring 
that  they  accepted  of  the  conditions,  only  Paphlagonia  they 
could  not  part  with  ;  and  as  for  the  ships,  professing  not  to 
know  of  any  such  capitulation,  Svlla  in  a  rage  exclaiaaedr- 
"W^tsay  you  ?   Poes  Mithruk^  theiodiJihx)^^ 
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goniaf  Rno  aa  to  the  ships,  deny  that  article?  1  thought' 
to  have  seen  him  prostrate  at  niy  feet  to  thank  me  for  leav-. 
jng  him  so  much  as  that  light  hand  of  liis,  which  has  cu!- 
off  so  many  Romans.  He .  will  shortly,  at  my  coming  .ovei^ 
into  Asia,  speak  another  language ;  in  the  meaiL-iinie^JfiJ' 
him  at  his  ease  ifi  Pergamus  sit  managing  a  war  whicli  he 
never  saAY."  The  ambassadors  in  terror  stood  silent  by," 
but  ,\.rchelaus  endeavored  with  humble  supplications  tc^ 
assuage  his  wrath,  laying  hold  on  his  right  hand  and  weep-' 
ing.  In  confusion  he  obtained  permission  to  go  himself  in 
person  to  Mithridates  ;  for  that  he  would  either  mediate  a' 
peace  to  the  satisfaction  of  Sylla,  or  if  not,  slay  himself.' 
Sylla  having  thus  despatched  him  away,  made  an  inroa<t 
into  Maedica,  and  after  wide  depopulations  returned  back' 
again  into  Macedon,  where  he  received  Archelaus  about 
Philippi,  bringing  word  that  all  was  well,  and  that  3Iithri-' 
dates  earnestly  requested  an  interview.  Ihe  clii£j[_cause- 
of  this  meeting  was  Fimbria  ;  fm-  Ije,  having  asi'assinates.f 
Flaccus.  the  consulof  the  contrary  faction,  and  worsted  the 
Mithndatj£_com  "was  advjincing  against UitBri'' 

dates  liimafilfjjvhi)^.feariHg-4Ma,_chose_  rather_t()_  seek  th/> 
friendship  oLSylla.  "  ' 

And  so  met  at  Dardai]i^]s  in  the  Troad,  on  one ^gijlfi^ith- , 
rida tes,  attended  with  two  hundrt^d  ships,  !infL  l;^nd.fQrfift«; 

COllsisting  of  twenty  thnnsimd  mpn  nt  ,1lrn1S^  six  t^^ojiganA- 

horse,  and  a  large  train  of  snytbod  r.ti^pots ;  on  ^ he  other,' 
Sylla  with  only  four  cobgrta  n.nd  t^^r*  hnndre^^ 
Mithridates  drew  near  and  put  out  his  hand,  Sylla  de- 
manded whether  he  was  willing  or  no  to  end  the  war  on  the.' 
terms  Archelaus  had  agreed  to,  but  seeing  the  king  made 
no  answer,  "  How  is  this?"  he  continued,  "  ought  not  the^ 
petitioner  to  speak  first,  and  th.e  coiKpieror  to  listen  in 
silence?"    And  when  Mithridates,  entering  upon  his  plea, 
l)egan  to  shift  off  the  M  ar,  pai  tly  on  the  gods,  and  partly 
to  blame  the  Romans  tliemselves,  he  took  him  up,  saying' 
that  he  had  heard,  indeed,  long  since  trom  others,  and 
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he  knew  it  himself  for  fvnfh^  th^^t  ivrif.|ir]-f^g^^jvas  a  power 

ful  speaker,  who  in  dpfenpp.  of  thp  mnsf.  fnnV  i^nrl  nnjnat 

proceedings,  had  not  wanted  for  specious  pretences.  Then 
charging  Iiim  witli  and  inveighing  bitterly  again stThe  oaU 
rages  he_had_committed,  he  asked  again  whetlier  he  was 
willing  or  no  to  ratify^  the^  treaty  of  Arclielaus  ?  llitliri. 
dates  answering;^in  the  affirmative,  Sylla  came  forward, 
embraced  and_ki.ssed.ium^„  X ot  loiig.  after  ho  introduced 
Ariobarzanes  and  Nicomedes,  the  two  kings,  and  made 
them  friends.  Mithridates,  when  he  had  lianded  over  to 
Sylla  seventy  ships  and  five  hundred  archers,  set  sail  for 
Pontus. 

SyllQjo|-ppiVinnf  flif^  f^nMiers  to  be  dissatisfied  with  the 
peMe^s  it  seemed  indeed  a  mon"slTous  thing  that  they 
should  see  the  king  who  was  their  bitterest  enemy,  and 
who  had  caused  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  Romans 
to  be  massacred  in  one  day  in  Asia,  now  sailing  off  with  the 
riches  and  spoils  of  Asia,  which  he  had  pillaged,  and  put 
under  contribution  for  the  space  of  four  years),  in  his  de- 
fenng  t.f>  them  alleged,  that  he  could  not  have  made  head 
against  Fimbria  aqd  T\}'ithridatps,  liad  they  both  withstood 
him  in  conjunction.  Thence  he  set  oiLLan.d  went  ii^  setu-abr 
of  Fimbria,  who  lay  with  tlie  army  about  Thyatira,  and 
pitching  his  camp  not  far  ofL4jroceeded  to  fortify  ij.  with  a 
trench.  The  soldiers  of  Fimbria  came  out  in  their  single 
coats,  and  saluting  his  men,  lent  ready  assistance  to  tlie 
work;  which  change  Fimbria  beholding,  and  apprehending 
Sylla  as  irreconcilable,  laid  violent  hands  on  himself  in 
the  camp. 

Sylla  imposed  on  Asia  in  general  a  tax  of  twenty  thousand 
talents,  and  despoiled  individually  each  family  by  the  licen- 
tious behavior  and  long  residence  of  the  soldiery  in  pri- 
vate quarters.  For  he  ordained  that  every  host  should 
allow  his  guest  four  tetradrachms  each  day,  and  moreover 
entertain  him,  and  as  many  friends  as  he  should  invite, 
With  a  supper;  that  a  centurion  should  receive  fiftj 
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drachmas  a  day,  together  with  one  suit  of  clothes  to  weal 
within  doors,  and  anotlier  when  he  went  abroad. 

nayingset  out  from  Ephesus  with  the  whole  navy,  he 
came  the  third  day  to  Mlfilioi^hi^tlie  Eiraeus^_ilfire.he^a8 
initiated  in  the  mysteries,  and  seized  for  his  use^the  librajy 
of  .Vpellicon  the  Teian,  in  which,  were  most  of  tlie  works  oi 
Theophrastus  and  Aristotle,  then  not  in  general  circula 
tion.  When  the  whole  was  afterwards  conveyed  to  Rome, 
there,  it  is  said,  the  greater  part  of  the  collection  passed 
through  the  hands  of  Tyrannion  the  grammarian,  and  that 
Andronicus  the  Rhodian,  having  through  his  means  the 
command  of  numerous  copies,  made  the  treatises  public, 
and  drew  up  the  catalogues  that  are  now  current.  The 
elder  Peripatetics  appear  themselves,  indeed,  to  have  been 
accomplished  and  learned  men,  but  of  the  writings  of 
Aristotle  and  Theophrastus  they  had  no  large  or  exact  knowl 
edge,  because  Theophrastus  bequeathing  his  books  to  the 
heir  of  Neleus  of  Scepsis,  tliey  came  into  careless  and  illit- 
erate hands. 

^  During  Sylla's  stay  about  Athens,  his  feet  were  attacked 
hya.  hejvvyhRniimhIng  pain,  whinh  Strabo  calls  the  first 

jnarticulate  soiinds  ot  r.hegoiiLlinSEllg^grefore,  a  voyage 
to  ^depsus,  he  made  use  of  the  hot  waters  there,  allowing 
himself  at  the  same  time  to  forget  all  anxieties,  and  pass- 
ing away  his  tinje  \vith  actors.  As  he  was  walking  along 
the~seashore,  certain  fishermen  brought  him  some  niagnifi 
cent  fish.  Being  much  delighted  with  the  gift,  and  under 
standing,  on  inquiry,  that  they  were  men  of  Ilalajse, "  What,' 
said  he,  "are  there  any  men  of  Ilalsefe  surviving?"  Foi 
after  his  victory  at  Orchonienus,  in  the  heat  of  a  pursuit, 
he  had  destroyed  three  cities  of  Boeotia,  Anthedon,  Larynnia, 
and  rialsea?.  The  men  not  knowing  what  to  say  for  fear, 
Sylla,  with  a  smile,  l)a(lu  them  clieer  up  and  return  in  peace, 
as  tliey  had  biought  with  tliem  no  insignificant  intercessors. 
The  Ilalseans  say  that  tliis  first  gave  them  courage  to  re- 
nnite  and  return  to  their  city. 
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Sylla,  having  marched  through  Thessaly  and  Macedon  to 
the  seacoast,  prepared,  with  twelve  liundred  vessels,  to 
cross  over  from  Dyrrhacliium  to  Brundisium.  Not  far 
from  hence  is  Apollonia,  and  near  it  theXympliseum,  a  spot 
of  ground  where,  from  among  green  trees  and  meadows, 
there  are  found  at  various  points  springs  of  fire  continually 
streaming  out.  Hei"e,  they  say,  a  satyr,  such  as  statuaries 
and  painters  represent,  was  caught  asleep,  and  brought 
before  Sylla,  where  he  was  asked  by  several  interpreters 
who  he  was,  and,  after  much  trouble,  at  last  uttered  noth- 
tog  intelligible,  but  a  harsh  noise,  something  between  the 
aeighing  of  a  horse  and  crying  of  a  goat.  Sylla,  in  dis- 
may, and  deprecating  such  an  omen,  bade  it  be  removed. 

At  the  point  of  transportation,  Sylla  being  in  alarm,  lest 
at  tSeir  fai'ijt  Betting  foot  U{>Oii  Italy  the  soldiers  should 
disband  and  dispense  one  l)y  one  among  the  cities,  they  of 
their  own  accord  first  took  an  oath  to  standjirrn  by  h i m , 
ami  not  6t  their  good- Will  to  in  ju'reTtal then  seeing  h i m 
in  distress  for  money,  they  nmle,  so  they  say,  a  free-will 
offering,  and  contributed  each  mair"according  to  his  ability. 
However,  Sylla  would  not  accept  of  their  offering,  but  prais- 
ing their  good-will,  and  arousing  up  their  courage,  went 
over  (as  he  himself  writes)  against  fifteen  hostile  generals 
In  command  of  four  hundred  and  fifty  cohorts ;  but  not 
without  the  most  unmistakable  divine  intimations  of  his 
approaching  happy  successes.  For  when  he  was  sacrificing 
at  his  first  landing  near  Tarentum,  tlie  victim's  liver  showed 
the  figure  of  a  crown  of  laurel  with  two  fillets  hanging  from 
it.  And  a  lit*^Ift  while  before  his  arrival  in  Campania,  near 
the  mountain  Hephfeus,  two  stately  goats  were  seen  in  the 
daytime,  fighting  together,  and  performing  all  the  motions 
of  men  in  battle.  It  proved  to  be  an  apparition,  and  risincn 
up  gradually  from  the  ground,  dispersed  in  the  aigcching 
faDciod  representations  in  the  clouds,  and  so  vanie  rampart 
of  sight.  IsTot  long  after,  in  the  selfsame  pTp^JnTMonslv 
Marius^  the  you"ggr  ^tid  Norbarms_lhe  corii_them~in~that( 


68 


PLUTAllCirs  LIVKS. 


faiin  with  two  great  armies,  -uithonf.  prescrihinf^  the  ordfft. 
of  battle,  or  arranging  his  ineij._aecprdiiig-to  their  divisiQQp^ 
by  the  sway  only  of  on'^j^nil'D-'ILL'll 'ili''ty  and  trariRport  ot 
courage,  he  overthrew  the  enemy,  and  shut  up  Xorbanua 
into  the  city  of  Capua,  with  the  loss  of  seven  thousand  ot 
his  men.  Aiid^tliis  was^thej;easonJ.iesayj^^^ 
didnot_Ieave  him  and  disperse  into,  thg.  different  townsj. 
but  held_Jast  to- him,  and  despised  the  enemy,  thou^ 
iiifinitely  more  in  number. 

'  3ft  Silviura  (as  he  himself  relates  it),  there  met  him  a 
servant  of  Pontius,  in  a  state  of  divine  possession,  saying- 
that  he  brought  him  the  power  of  the  sword  and  victory: 
from  Bellona,  the  goddess  of  war,  and  if  he  did  not  makei 
haste,  that  the  capitol  would  be  burnt,  which  fell  out  on 
the  same  day  the  man  foretold  it,  namely,  on  the  sixth  dayi 
of  the  month  Quintilis,  which  we  now  Gall  July. 

At  I'identia,  also,  Marcus  Lucullus,  one  of  Sylla's  com-: 
manders,  reposed  such  confidence  in  the  forwardness  of  the  ; 
soldiers,  as  to  dare  to  face  fifty  cohorts  of  the  enemy,  with 
only  sixteen  of  his  own  :  but  because  many  of  them  were 
unarmed,  delayed  the  onset.    As  he  stood  thus  waiting,, 
and  considering  with  himself,  a  gentle  gale  of  wind,  bear-- 
ing  along  with  it  from  the  neighboring  meadows  a  quantity 
of  flowers,  scattered  them  down  upon  the  army,  on  wliose' 
shields  and  helmets  they  settled,  and  arranged  themselveff] 
spontaneously,  so  as  to  give  the  soldiers,  in  the  eyes  of  tlie"^ 
enemy,  the  appearance  of  being  crowned  with  chaplets.~ 
Upon  this,  being  yet  further  animated,  they  joined  battle,;^ 
and  victoriously  slaying  eight  thousand  men,  took  the'J 
camp.    This  Lucullus  \yas  brother  to  that  Lucullus  who  inr 
aftertimes  conquered  Mithridates  and  Tigranes.  ^ 
^ylliW-aeeing-  himself  still  surrounded  by  so  many  armies,.^ 
Sylla,  ■uch  mig-lity  hostile  jxiwcrs,  had  recourse  to  art;  invitingt- 
as  they  liMioothcrc^      t,,  ^vaty  of  peace.    The  rablion^ 
The  Ilalse&j^y  eml)racea,juHLbHj^^  meetings~and  consul^ 
unite  and  retied,  ia^IuT  which  Sylla,  still  interposing 'matt»r 


8YLLA, 


69 


of  delay  and  new  pretences,  in  the  meanwhile  debauched 
Sfiipuxsjnen  by  means  of  liis  own,  who  were__as _well_prafi- 
tis^fl  as  the  fffillgrajjiimself  ill  afl  the  artifices  of  inveigUng. 
FQ£_^teiringJnto  the  enemy's  quarters  and  joining  in  con- 
versatioavJhfiy  gained  .  iSQTne;  by  present  money,  sonie^by 
promises,  others  by  fair  words  and  persuasions  ;  so  tliat  in 
the  end,  when  Sylla  witli  twenty  coliorts  drcAV  near,  on  his 
men  saluting  Scipio's  soldiers,  they  returne_d  the^  greeting 
and  came  over,  leaving  Scipio  behind  them  hi  his.  tent, 
where  he  was  found  all  alone  and  dismissed.  And  having 
used  his  twenty  cohorts  as  decoys  to  ensnare  the  forty  of 
the  enemy,  he  led  them  all  back  into  the  camp.  On  this 
nficasion,  Carbo  was  heard  to  say  that  he  had  both  a  fox 
and  a  lion  in  the  breast  of  Sylla  to  deal  with,  and  was  most 
troubled  with  the  fox.  ~  — — 

Some  time  after,  at  Signa,  ^Marius  the  younger,  with 
eighty-five  cohorts,  offered  battle  to  Sylla,  who  was__ex- 
tremely  desirous^^^ojiave  it  decided  on  that  very  day  ;  for 
the  night  before  he  had  seen  a  vision  in  his  sleep,  of  3Iarius 
the  elder,  who  had  been  some  time  dead,  advising  his  son 
to  beware  of  the  following  day,  as  of  fatal  consequence  to 
him.  £or  tliisreason,  Sylla,  longing  to  come  toa  battle, 
sent  off  for  Dolabella,"wn"o  lav~eiTc?nnprMr"aTsomed 
But  because  the  enemy  had  beset  and  blocked  up__the 
passes,  his  soiciiers  got  tifgd  u-ilh  skll'lUli^TuiTg"andniai^^^ 
at  once.  To  these'"dirQcjUlties  was  n^ttTelTTTnoreovgr^iani- 
pestuous  rainy  weather,  whicli  distressed  them  most  of  idL 
The  principal  omcers  riTCTefoTTTSame  to'Bylla7andT5esought 
him  to  defer  the  bafnOTia5~day3^iiowing  him'how  the 
soldiers  lay  stretcEed  on  the  ground^,  where  they  had  thrown 
themselves  down  in"ttrelT~\\'eariness,  resting  tlieir  heads 
upon  their'sMeldiJo^^aiirs^m^  much 
reluct^^ce^he_had  yieldeck  and  given  orders  for  pitching 
the  caQip,  thgy  bnd  iK)_sooner  begun  g^cagt  up^  tl^^ 
and  draw  the  ditcb^^^butin!¥iiW7^rne  riding  up  furiously 
«t  the  head  of  his  trooj)s,juJiopes  to  scatter  themlu  that 
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disorder  and  confusion.  ^IJsye  the.  gnf1:i_jul filled  Svlla\ 
"^^eani.  For  tlie  soldiers,  stirred  up  ^^2tll  anger,  left  off  thel' 
work,and  sticking  their  javplins  into  the  hank,  with  clrawg 
swords  and  a  courageous  shout,  came  to  blows  with  tEe 
enemyi^  who  made_but  siiialTi'esisfiince,  and  lost  great  num. 
bers  in  the  flight.  Marius  fled  to  Prseneste,  but  finding  tlie 
gates  shut',  tied  himself  round  by  a  rope  that  was  thrown 
down  to  him,  and  was  taken  up  on  the  walls.  Some  there  are 
(as  Fenestella  for  one)  who  affirm  that  ]Marius  knew  noth- 
ing of  the  fight,  but,  overwatched  and  spent  with  hard 
duty,  had  reposed  himself,  when  the  signal  was  given, 
beneath  some  shade,  and  was  hardly  to  be  awakened  at 
the  flight  of  his  men.  Sylla,  according  to  his  own  account 
lost  only  twenty-three  men  in  this  fight,  having  killed  of 
the  enemy  twenty  thousand,  and  taken  alive  eight  thousand. 

The  like  success  attended  his  lieutenants,  Pompey,  Cias- 
sus,  Metellus,  Servilius,  who  with  little  or  no  loss  cut  off 
vast  numbers  of  the  enemy,  insomuch  that  Carbo,  tlie 
prime  supporter  of  the  cause,  fled  by  night  from  his  charge 
of  the  army,  and  sailed  over  into  Libya. 

In-the-last-slm^le,  however,  the  Samnite  Telesinjis,  jike 
some  champion,  whose  lot  it  is  to  enter  last  of  iilLilltojjie 
lists  and  take  up  the  weaHed  conquei'or,  came  nigh  toluve 
loiled  and  overthrown  Sylla  before  the  gates  of  Rome.  For 
Telesinus  with  his  second,  Lamponius  the  Lucanian,  hav- 
ing collected  si  large  force,  had  been  hastening  towards 
Prasneste,  to  relieve  Marius  from  the  siege ;  but  perceiving 
Sylla  ahead  of  him,  and  Pompey  behind,  both  hurrying  up 
against  him,  straitened  thus  before  and  behind,  as  a  val- 
iant and  experienced  soldier,  he  arose  by  night,  and  march- 
ing directly  with  his  whole  army,  was  within  a  little  of 
making  his  way  unexpectedly  into  Rome  itself.^  He  lay 
that  night  before  the  city,  at  ten  furlongs'  distance  from 
the  CoUine  gate,  elated  ajid  full  of  hope  at  having  thus 
out-generalled  so  many  eminent  commanders.  At  break  of 
day,  being  charged  by  the  noble  youth  of  the  city,  aineng 
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many  others  he  overthrew  Appius  Claudius,  renowned  for 
high  birth  and  character.    The  city,  as  is  easy  to  imagine,  - 
was  all  in  an  uproar,  the  women  shrieking  and  running 
about,  as  if  it  had  already  bej^n  entered  forcibj^  bj  assault, 
tUl  at  last  Balbus,  sent.._.famard  .bjL  Sylla,^  was  seen  ^rijding 
up  wijjijeven  hundred^horse  at  full  speed.  _Haltiug-cmIZ- 
long  enough  to  wipe  the  sweat  from  the  horses,  and  then 
hastily  bridling  again,  he  atjonce"aI!acI?ed'tbe  enemyT^Pi-es- 
ently  Sylla  himself  appeared,  and  commanding  those  who 
were  foremost  to  take  immediate  refreshment,  proceeded  to 
form  in  order  for  battle.    Dolabella  and  Torquatus  were 
extremely  earnest  with  him  to  desist  awhile,  and  not  with 
spent  forces  to  hazard  the  last  hope,  having  before  them  in 
the  field,  not  Carbo  or  Marius,  but  two  warlike  nations 
bearing  immortal  hatred  to  Rome,  the  Samnites  and  Lu- 
canians,  to  grapple  with.    But  he  put  them  by,  and  com- 
manded the  trumpets  to  sound  a  charge,  when  it  was  now 
about  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.    In  tlie  conflict  which 
followed,  as  sharp  a  one  as  ever  was,  the  right  wing  where 
Crassus  was  posted  had  clearly  the  advantage ;  the  left 
suffered  and  was  in  distress,  M  hen  Sylla  came  to  its  succor, 
mounted  on  a  white  courser,  full  of  mettle  and  exceedingly 
swift,  which  two  of  the  enemy  knowing  him  by,  had  their 
lances  ready  to  throw  at  him ;  he  himself  observed  noth- 
ing, but  his  attendant  behind  him  giving  the  horse  a  touch, 
he  was,  unknown  to  himself,  just  so  far  carried  forward, 
that  the  points,  falling  beside  the  horse's  tail,  stuck  in  the 
ground.   There  is  a  story  that  he  had  a  small  golden  image 
of  Apollo  from  Delphi,  which  he  was  always  wont  in  battle 
to  carry  about  him  in  his  bosom,  and  that  he  then  kissed 
it  with  these  words,  "  O  Apollo  Pythius,  M'ho  in  so  many 
battles  hast  raised  to  honor  and  greatness  the  Fortunate 
Cornelius  Sylla,  wilt  thou  now  cast  him  down,  bringing 
him  before  the  gate  of  his  country,  to  perish  shamefully 
with  his  fellow-citizens  ?  "  JTliuS)  they  say,  addi'essingjmn., 
self  to  the  e-od,  he  entreated  somie'of  his  men,  threatenecf 
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Bome,  flTirt_Rpi7pd_nt1iP:rs  with  his  hiUjd,  till  at^^ 
left  wing  being  who]Iv_shatterecl,  hft  wa.s.  Jprced,  in  the' 
general  rout,  to  betake  himself  to  the  camp,  having  lost' 
many  of  his  friends  and  acquaintances^  Many.  likgwi'sA, 
of  theliity  siiectators,  -who  had  come  out,  were  killed  or 
trodden,  under  foot.    So  that  it  was  generally  believed  in 
the  city  tliat  all  was  lost,  and  the  siege  of  PraMiestu  was 
all  but  raised ;  many  fugitives  from  the  battle  making 
their  way  thither,  and  urging  Lucretius  Ofella,  who  was 
appointed  to  keep  on  the  siege,  to  rise  in  all  haste,  for 
that  Sylla  had  perished,  and  Rome  fallen  into  the  hands  of 
the  enemy. 

About  midnight  there  came  into  Sylhi's  canip-raeaafiiigeis 
froni  Cras^«^)--feo::|etclpproYision  for  him  and  his  soldiers  ; 
for  having  vanquished  the  enemy,  they  had  pursued  him 
to"the~waTls  of^ilemua,  and  liad  sat  down  tliere.  Sylla", 
hearing  this,  and  that  most  of  the  enemy  were  destroyec? 
came  to  Anterana  by  break  of  day,  where  three  thousand 
of  the  besieged  having  sent  forth  a  herald,  he  promised  to 
receive  them  to  mercy,  on  condition  they  did  the  enemy 
some  mischief  in  their  coming  over.  Trusting  to  his  word, 
they  fell  foul  on  the  rest  of  their  companions,  and  made  a 
^reat  slaughter  one  of  another.  Xevertheless,  Sylla  gath- 
ered  together  in  the  circus,  as  well  these  as  other  survivors 
of  the  party,  to  the  number  of  six  thousand,  and  just  as  lie 
commenced  speaking  to  the  senate,  in  the  temple  of  Bellona, 
proceeded  to  cut  them  down,  by  men  appointed  ifor  that 
service.  JXhe  ciiy, of  so  vast  a  multitude  put  to  the  sword, 
in  so  narrow  a  space,  was  naturally  heard  some  distance, 
and  startled  tlie  senators.  lie,  however,  ^ntinuing  his 
speech  with  a  calm  and  unconcerned  countenance,  bade 
them  listen  to  wliat  he  had  to  say,  and  not  busy  themselves 
with  wliat  \\  as  doing  out  of  doors ;  he  had  given  directions 
for  the  cliastisement  of  some  offenders.  This  gave  the 
most  s tupid  of  the  R( m i a n s  to  ^nderstnnfTj  thnt.  thp.y  had 
merely  exchanged,  not  escaped,  tyranny.    And  Marios,  be 
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ingof  a  naturally  harsh  temper,  had  not  altered,  but  merely 
continued  what  he  had  been,  in  authority ;  whereas  Sylla, 
using  his  fortune  moderately  and  unambitiously  at  first, 
and  giving  good  hopes  of  a  true  patriot,  firm  to  the  inter- 
ests both  of  the  nobility  and  commonalty,  being,  moreover, 
of  a  gay  and  cheerful  temper  from  his  youth,  and  so  easily 
moved  to  pity  as  to  shed  tears  readily,  has,  perhaps  de- 
servedly, cast  a  blemish  upon  offices  of  great  authority,  as 
it tliey  deranged  men's  former  habits  and  character,  and 
gave  rise  to  violence,  pride,  and  inhumanity.  Whether 
this  be  a  real  change  and  revolution  in  the  mind,  caused  by 
fortune,  or  rather  a  lurking  viciousness  of  nature,  discover- 
ing itself  in  authority,  it  were  matter  of  another  sort  of 
disquisition  to  decide. 

Sylla  being  thus  wholly  bejvyi]w^l.gl'jil3g^iter,  and  flIliniL 
the  pTFy  with  PYecutions  withnnt  nnndifir  or  limit,  many 
whol5;^jmivterested  jD^  falling  a  sacrifice  to  private 
enmity,._thj:DuglL  his  .4)erjiiissiou  and  indulgence  to  his 
friends,  Caius  Metellus,  one  of  the  younger  men,  made  bold 
intlie  senate  to  ask  him  whaL  end  there  was  of  these  evils, 
and  at  what  point  he  might  be  expected  to  stop?  "  We  do 
not  ask  you,"  said  he,  "to  pardon  any  whom  you  have  re- 
solved to  destroy,  but  to  fi'ee  from  doubt  those  whom  you 
are  pleased  to  save."  Sylla  answering,  that  he  knew  not 
as  yet  whom  to  spare,  "  Why,  then,"  said  he,  "  tell  us  whom 
you  will  punish."  This  Sylla  said  he  would  do.  These 
last  words,  some  authors  say,  were  spoken  not  by  Metellus, 
but  by  Afidius,  one  of  Sylla's  fawning  compaiuons.  Imme- 
diately upon  this,  without  communicating  with  any  of 
the  magistrates,  Sylla  proscribed  eighty  persons,  and  not- 
withstanding the  general  indignation,  after  one  day's  re- 
spite, he  posted  two  hundred  and  twenty  more,  and  on  the 
third  again,  as  many.  In  an  address  to  the  people  on  this 
OBCasioDy  he  told  them  he"  had  put  up  as  many  najnes,aa_he 
could  thinfc^of  ;  those  which,  had  escaped  his  meniory,jLe 
would  publish  at  a  future  time.    He  issued  aii_edict  Ukfe., 
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wise,  making,  jeath  the,  piinishment  of  humaniti,_EmcrIh 
\ng  anyjvvho  should  dare  to  receive  and  cherish  a  proscribet' 
person  without  exception  to  brother,  son,  or^arentsi  Sn( 
to  him  who  should  slay  any  one  proscribed  person^he  or 
dained  two  talents  reward,  even  were  it  a  slave  who  hac 
killed  his  master,  or  a  son  his  father.  Ajid_what.j£a! 
thmightmost  jinjust  of  all,  he  caused  the  attainderjoms; 
upon  their  sons,  and  sons'  sons,  and  made  open  sale  of  al 
their  property.  Nor  tlid  the  proscription  prevail  only  ai 
Rome,  but  throup;hout  all  the  cities  of  Italy  the  effusion  o; 
blood_was  such,  that  neither  sanctuary  of  the  gntTa^nm 
hearth  of  hospitality,  nor  ancestral  home  escaped.  Mer 
wereTtfEcHered  in  the  embraces  of  their  wives,  children  ii 
the  arras  of  their  mothers.  Those  who  perished  througt 
public  animosity  or  private  enmity  were  nothing  in  com. 
parison  of  the  numbers  of  those  who_  suffered  for  theii 
riches.  Even  the  murderers  JwgiL  tr>  sny,  f.haf.  fln( 
house  killed  this  man,  a  garden  that,  a-third,  his  hotJ)aths.' 
Quintus  Aurelius,  a  quiet,  peaceable  man,  and  one  whc 
thought  all  his  part  in  the  common  calamity  consisted  ic 
condoling  with  the  misfortunes  of  others  coming  into  the 
forum  to  read  the  list,  and  finding  himself  among  the  pro. 
scribed,  cried  out,  "  Woe  Is  me,  my  Alban  farm  has  in- 
formed against  me."  He  had  not  gone  far  before  he  was 
despatched  by  a  rulHan,  sent  on  that  errand. 

Tn  the  mean  time,  Marius,  on  the  point  of  being  taken, 
killed  himself  ;  and  Sylla,  coming  tr>  Prffl^i^gitQ,  "t  first  pro. 
c_eeded  judicially  against  each  particular  j)ersmi»JilLatJast 
finding  it  a  work  of  too  nmcTi 'lime,  he  .  cooped  them  up 
together  in  one' place^  to  the  number  of  twelve  thousand 
men,  and  gave  order  for  the  execution  of  them.all,  hi*-owr 
Jiost  alone  exceptedr  But~Be,  15rave  inan,  telling  him  he 
could  not  accept  the  obligation  of  life  from  the  hands  of  one 
who  had  been  the  ruin  of  his  country,  went  in  among  the 
rest,  and  submitted  willingly  to  the  stroke.  What  Luciui 
Catilina  did  was  thought  to  exceed  all  other  acts.  For 
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having,  before  matters  came  to  an  issua,  made  away  with 
his  brother,  he  besought  Sylla  to  place  him  in  tlie  list  of 
proscription,  as  though  he  had  been  alive,  which  was  done ; 
and  Catiline,  to  return  the  kind  ofiSce,  assassinated  a  certain 
Marcus  Marius,  one  of  the  adverse  party,  and  brought  the 
liead  to  Sylla,  as  he  was  sitting  in  the  forum,  and  then 
going  to  the  holy  water  of  Apollo,  which  was  nigh,  washed 
his  hands. 

There  were  other  thingg^Jjesides  thjs  bloodshed,  which 
gave_offejice. — "For  Sylla  had  fle^l;irpd  M msfilf _d ifltatei'»^an 
oficewhich  had  then_been^  laid  aside  for  the  space  of  one 
buMfed  and  twenty  years.  I'here  was,  likwise,  an  act  of 
grace  passed  on  E!3""l)Aalf,  granting  iiidenuiity  for  what 
was  passed,  and  for  the  future  intrusting  him  with  the 
power'^of  life  and  ^eath,  contiscatiohV  divTsIon^oFTimcls, 
erectin^-ftRd"Tte'moTTs[nrrg~oT  cities,"takiiig  awny  of  king- 
doms, and  bestowing  them  at  pleasui'e.  lie  cniidiicted  the 
sale  of  confiscated  property  afteFsucli  an  ar1)iti  ary,  imperi- 
ous way,  from  the  tribunal,  that  his  gifts  excited  greater 
odium  even  than  his  usurpations,  woman  mimes,  and 
musicians,  and  the_lowest  of  the  freed  slaves  hiul  presents 
made  them  of  the  territories  of  nations,  and  the  revenues 
of  cities  :  an'd  women' of  rank  were  married  against  tTieir^ 
will  to  some  of  them.  Wishing'to"  insure  the  fidelity  of' 
Pompey  the  Great,  by  a  neaTreTtie-nf-blood,  he  bade  him 
divorce  his  present  wife,  and  forcing  ^Emilia,  the  daughter 
of^aurus  and  Metella,  his  own  wife,  to  leave  her  Imsband, 
Manius  Glabrio,  he  bestowed  her,  though  Ihen  witli  child, 
on  Pompey,  and  she  died  in  childbirth  at  his  house. 

When  Lucretius  Ofella,  the  same  who  reduced  Marius  by 
siege,  offered  himself  for  the  consulship,  he  first  forbade 
liini;  then,  seeing  he  could  not  restrain  him,  on  hiscomiiig 
down  into  the  forum  with  a  numerous  train  of  followers,  he 
sent  one  of  the  centurions  who  were  immediately  about 
Wni,  and  slew  him,  himself  sitting  on  the  tribunal  in  ±ha 
temple  of  Castor,  and  beholding  the  murder  from  abov© 
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The  citizens  apprehending  the  centurion,  and  dragging  him 
to  the  tribunal,  he  bade  them  cease  their  clamoring  and  let 
the  centurion  go,  for  he  had  commanded  it. 

--Hts-^uitti»h--vva,a,_in_  itself,  exceedjntrly  gpl-^nrlul^ 
distinguished  by  the  r^u-ity^  aud.,  iiiagnificence  of.  tlie_XQjal 
spoils;  but  its  yet  greatest_glory  was  the  noble  spectacle 
of  the  exiles.  For  in  the  rear  followed  the  niost  eminent 
and  most  potent  of  the  citizens,  crowned  with  garlands, 
and  calling  Sylla  sa¥iouE  -a»d4athe£y^.  by  ■whose  means  they 
were  restored  to  their  own  country,  and  again  enjoyed  their 
wives  and  children.  When  the  solemnity  was  ovei^'antttbe 
time  come  to~render  an  account  of  his  actions,  addressing 
the  public  assembly,  he  was  as  profuse  In  enumerating 
the  lucky  chances  of  war,  as  any  of  his QWi'  military  merits. 
And,  finally,  from  Hijjt  fplipif.y^  hp  rpqn.\>.)-p(]  fr»  i-fpgjx-P  the 
surname  of  Felix.  In  writing  and  transacting  business  with" 
the  Greeks,  he  styled  himself  Epaphroditus,  and  on  his  tr;>- 
phies  which  are  still  extant  with  us  the  name  is  given  Lucius 
Cornelius  Sylla  Epaphroditus.  Moreover,  whenJiisjNifeliad 
brought  him  forth  twins,  he  named  the  male  Faustus  ancTtlie 
female  Fausta,  the  Roman  words  for  Avhat  is  auspicious  and 
of  happy  omen.  The  confidence  which  he  reposed  in  his 
good  genius,  rather  than  in  any  abilities  of  his  own,  em 
boldened  him,  though  deeply  involved  in  bloodshed,  and 
though  he  had  been  the  author  of  such  great  changes  and 
revolutions  of  State,  to  lay  down  his  authority,  and  place 
the  right  of  consular  elections  once  more  in  the  hands  of 
the  people.  And  when  they  were  held,  he  not  only  declmed 
to  seek  that  office,  but  in  the  forum  exposed  his  person 
publicly  to  the  people,  walking  up  and  down  as  a  private 
man.  And.  contrary  to  his  will,  a  certain'  bold  man  juid 
his  enemy,  Marcus  Lepidus,  was-  expected  lQ_beco.me  .£P"- 
sul,  not-so_uiuch.  by  iiLs  own  interest,  as  by  the  power  and 
solicitation  of  Pompey,.  AvliQin^the"  people  were  willing  tff 
oblige--  When  the  business  was  over,  seeing  Pompey  going 
home  overjoyed  with  the  success,  he  called  him  to  him  and 
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gaW,  "  What  a^politic  act,  young  man,  to  pass  by  Catulus, 
t^e'Best  of^men^jmg[choose  Lepidus,lh6  wors|T;^ iTwill^^ 
weir^  you  to  be  yigilant,  now  that  you  have  strength-- 
ened  your  opponent  against  jourself."  Sylla^^goke  this, 
it  may  seem,  by  a  prophetic  instinct,  for,"  not  long  after, 
Lepidus  grew  insolent,  and  broke  into  open  hostility  to 
Pompey  and  his  friends.  "  ~~ 

Sylla,  consecrating  the  tenth  of  liis  whole  substance  to 
Hercules,  entertained  the  people  witli  sumptuous  feastings. 
The  provision  was  so  much  al)ove  what  was  necessary,  that 
they  were  forced  daily  to  throw  great  quantities  of  meat 
into  the  river,  and  they  drank  wine  foi'ty  years  old  and 
upwards.  In  the  midst  of  the  banqu'eting,  which  lasted 
many  days,  Metella  died  of  a  disease.  And  because  that 
the  priest  forbade  him  to  visit  the  sick,  or  suffer  his  house 
to  be  polluted  with  mourning,  he  drew  up  :'.n  act  of  divorce 
and  caused  her  to  be  removed  into  another  house  whilst 
alive.  Thus  far,  out  of  religious  a^jprehe nsion,  he  observed 
the  strict  rule  to  the  veiy  letter,  but  in  tlie  funeral  ex- 
penses he  transgressed  tlie  law  he  himself  had  made,  limit- 
ing the  amount,  and  spared  no  cost.  He  transgressed,  like- 
wise,  his  own  sumptuary  laws  respectiiig_expendjture  in 
banquets,  thinking  to  allay  his  grief  l)y  luxurious  drinking 
parties  and  reveUings  with  com nion  buffoons. 

Some  few  months  aftei-,  at  a  show  of  gladiators,  when 
men  and  women  sat  promiscuously  in  the  theatre,  no  dis- 
tinct places  being  as  yet  api)ointed,  there  sat  down  by 
Sylla  a  beautiful  woman  of  high  birth,  by  name  Valeria, 
daughter  of  Messala,  and  sister  to  llortensius  the  orator, 
Now  it  happened  that  she  had  been  lately  divorced  from 
her  husband.  Passing  along  behind  Sylla,  she  leaned  on 
him  with  her  hand,  and  plucking  a  bit  of  wool  from  his 
garment,  so  proceeded  to  her  seat.  And  on  Sylla  looking 
up  and  wondering  what  it  meant,  "  "What  harm,  mighty 
sir,"  said  she,  "  if  I  also  was  desirous  to  partake  a  little  in 
your  felicity  ?  "    It  aupeared  at  once  that  Sylla  was  not 
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displeased,  but  even  tickled  in  liis  fancy,  for  he  sent  out  to 
inquire  her  name,  her  birth,  and  past  life.  From  this  time 
there  passed  between  them  many  side  glances,  each  con. 
tinually  turning  round  to  loolc  at  the  other,  and  frequently 
interchanging  smiles.  In  the  end,  overtures  were  made, 
and  a  marriage  concluded  on.  All  which  was  innocent, 
perhaps,  on  the  lady's  side,  but,  though  she  had  been  never 
so  modest  and  virtuous,  it  was  scarcely  a  temperate  and 
worthy  occasion  of  marriage  on  the  part  of  Sylla,  to  take 
flre,  as  a  boy  might,  at  a  face  and  a  bold  look,  incentives 
not  seldom  to  the  most  disorderly  and  shameless  passions. 

Notwithstanding  this  marriage,  he  kept  company  with 
actresses,  musicians,  aii^I^TicersT^rinking  witHnnieg"Oll 
couches  night  and  day.  Jlis  chief  favorites  were  Roscius 
the  comedian,  yorex~the  arch  mime,  and  JVletrobius  the- 
player,  tOTjvlionii  tho  still  professeil" 

a  passionate  fondness. ,  By  these  courses  Tie  encouraged  a 
disease  which  had  begun  from  unimportant  cause ;  and  for 
a  long  time  he  failed  to  observe  that  his  bowels  were 
ulcerated,  till  at  length  the  corrupted  flesh  broke  out  into 
lice.  Many  were  employed  day  and  night  in  destroying 
them,  but  the  work  so  multiplied  under  their  hands,  that 
not  only  his  clothes,  baths,  basins,  but  his  very  meat  was 
polluted  with  that  flux  and  contagion,  they  came  swarming 
out  in  such  numbers.  lie  went  frequently  by  day  into  the 
bath  to  scour  and  cleanse  his  body,  but  all  in  vain ;  the 
evil  generated  too  rapidly  and  too  abundantly  for  any 
ablutions  to  overcome  it.  There  died  of  this  disease, 
amongst  those  of  the  most  ancient  times,  Acastus,  the  son 
ofPelias:  of  later  date,  Alcman  the  poet,  Pherecydes  the 
theologian,  Callisthenes  the  Olynthian,  in  the  time  of  his 
imprisonment,  as  also  JMucius  the.  lawyer;  and  if  we  may 
mention  ignoble,  but  notorious  names,  Eunus  the  fugitive, 
who  stirred  up  the  slaves  of  Sicily  to  rebel  against  their 
masters,  after  he  was  brought  captive  to  liome,  died  0/ 
this  creeping  sickness. 


SYLLa. 


79 


Sylla  not  only  foresaw  his  end,  but  may  be  also  said  to 
havejiaitteii  of_it.  FoFuTthe  two-and-twentieth  booFof 
his  Memoirs,  whichhe  finished  two  days  before  his  death,  he 
writes  that  the  Chaldeans  foretold  him,  that  after  he  had 
led  a  life  of  honor,  he  should  conclude  it  in  fulness  of 
prosperity.  He  declares,  moreover,  that  in  a  vision  he  had 
seen  his  son,  who  liad  died  not  long  before  ]Metella,  stand 
by  in  mourning  attire,  and  beseech  his  father  to  cast  off 
further  care,  and  come  along  with  him  to  his  mothei 
Metella,  there  to  live  at  ease  and  quietness  with  her.  How- 
ever, he  could  not  refrain  from  intermeddling  in  public 
affairs.  For,  ten  days  l)efore  his  decease,  he  composed  the 
differences  of  the  people  of  Dictearchia,  and  prescribed 
laws  for  their  better  government.  And  the  very  day  be- 
fore his  end,  it  being  told  him  that  the  magistrate  Granius 
deferred  the  payment  of  a  public  debt,  in  expectation  of 
his  death,  he  sent  for  him  to  his  house,  and  placing  his 
attendants  about  him,  caused  him  to  be  strangled;  but 
through  the  straining  of  his  voice  and  body,  the  impos- 
thume  breaking,  he  lost  a  great  quantity  of  bkod.  Upon 
this,  his  strength  failing  him,  after  spending  a  troublesome 
night,  he  died,  leaving  behind  him  two  young  children  by 
Metella.  Valeria  was  afterwards  delivered  of  a  daughter, 
named  Posthuma ;  for  so  the  Romans  call  those  who  are 
born  after  the  father's  death. 

Many  ran  tumultuously  together,  and  joined  wiihJLepidus 
to  dfiprivo  the  corpaa.fif_tbe  accustomed  solennutiesj_but 
Pompey,  though  offended  at  Sylla  (foi-  he  alone  of  all  his 
friends  was  not  mentioned  in  his  Avill),  having  kept  ofi 
some  by  his  interest  and  entreaty,  others  by  menaces,  cqn^ 
Veyed  thebody  to  Rome,  and  gave  it  a  secure  and  honor 
alJe  burial.  It  is  said  that  the  Roman  ladies  contributed 
Buch  vasfEeaps  of  spices,  that  besides  what  was  carried  on 
two  hundred  and  ten  litters,  there  was  suflflcient  to  form  a 
large  figure  of  Sylla  himself,  and  another  representing  a 
lictor,  out  of  the  costly  frankincense  and  cinnamon.  The 
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day  being  cloudy  in  the  morning,  they  deferred  carrying' 
forth  the  corpse  till  about  three  in  the  afternoon,  expecting, 
it  would  rain.  But  a  strong  wind  blowing  full  upon  tlie^ 
funeral  pile,  and  setting  it  all  in  a  bright  flame,  the  iKxiy 
Avas  consumed  so  exactly  in  good  time,  that  the  pyre  had 
begun  to  smoulder,  and  the  fire  was  upon  the  point  of 
expiring,  wlieu  a  violent  rain  came  down,  which  continued 
till  night.  So  _that  his  good  fortune  was  firm  even  to  the 
laaLiUItl  did  as  it  were  officiate  at  his  funeral.  IlisTnoriTi-' 
ment  stands  in  the  Campus  ]\rartius,  with  an  epitaph  of 
his  own  writing ;  the  substance  of  it  being,  that  he  had 
not  been  outdone  by  any  of  his  friends  in  doing  good  turns, 
nor  by  any  of  his  foes  in  doing  bad.  ■ 


COMPARISON  OF  LYSANDER  WITH  SYLLA. 

Having  completed  this  Life  also,  come  we  now  to  the 
comparison.  That  which  was  common  to  them  both,  was 
that  they  were  founders  of  their  own  greatness,  with  this 
difference,  that  Lysander  had  the  consent'  of  his  fellow- 
citizens,  in  times  of  soljer  judgment,  for  the  honors  he  re- 
ceived ;  nor  did  he  force  anything  from  them  against  their 
good-will,  nor  hold  any  powers  contrary  to  the  laws. 

In  civil  strife  e'en  villains  rise  to  fame. 

And  so  then  at  Rome,  when  the  people  were  distempered, 
and  the  government  out  of  order,  one  or  other  was  stilll 
raised  to  despotic  power;  no  wonder,  then,  if  Sylla  reigned, 
when  the  Glaucije  and  Saturnini  drove  out  the  Matelli,  when 
sons  of  consuls  were  slain  in  the  assemblies,  when  silver  a,ni 
gold  purchased  men  and  anus,  and  tire  and  sword  enacted 
new  laws  and  put  down  lawful  opposition.  Xor  do  I  blame 
any  oii;',  in  such  circuiiistaiiccs,  lor  working  himself  into 
supreme  power,  only  I  would  not  have  it  thought  a  sijrn  ol 
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great  goodness  to  be  head  of  a  State  so  wretchedly  discora- 
posed.  Lysander,  being  employed  in  the  greatest  commanda 
and  affairs  of  State,  by  a  sober  and  well-governed  city,  may 
be  said  to  have  had  repute  as  the  best  and  most  virtuous 
man,  in  the  best  and  most  virtuous  commonwealth.  And 
thus,  often  returning  the  government  into  the  hands  of  the 
citizens,  he  received  it  again  as  often,  the  superiority  of  his 
merit  still  awarding  him  the  first  place.  Sylla.  on  the  other 
hand,  when  he  had  once  made  h i luself _geiieraL of_aa.  ar m y , 
kepThis  command  for  ten  years  together,  creaUjig  himself 
sometimes  consul,  sometimes  proconsul,  and  sometimes 
dictator,  but  always  remaining  a  tyrant. 

ItTs  true  Lysander,  as  was  safd,  designed  to  introduce  a 
new  form  of  government ;  by  milder  methods,  however,  and 
more  agreeably  to  law  tlian  Sylla,  not  by  force  of  arms,  but 
persuasion,  nor  by  subverting  the  ^^•hole  State  at  once,  but 
simply  by  amending  the  succession  of  the  kings ;  in  a  way, 
moreover,  which  seemed  the  naturally  just  one,  that  the 
most  deserving  should  rule,  especially  in  a  city  which  itself 
exercised  command  in  Greece,  upon  account  of  virtue,  not 
nobility.  For  as  the  hunter  considers  the  whelp  itself,  not 
the  bitch,  and  the  horse-dealer  the  foal,  not  the  mare  (for 
what  if  the  foal  should  prove  a  mule  ?),  so  likewise  were 
that  politician  extremely  out,  who,  in  the  choice  of  a  chief 
magistrate,  should  inquire,  not  what  the  man  is,  but  how 
descended.  The  very  Spartans  themselves  have  deposed 
several  of  their  kings  for  want  of  kingly  virtues,  as  degen- 
erated and  good  for  nothing.  As  a  vicious  nature,  though 
of  an  ancient  stock,  is  dishonorable,  it  must  be  virtue  itself, 
and  not  birth,  that  makes  virtue  honorable.  Furthermore, 
the  one  committed  his  acts  of  injustice  for  the  sake  of 
his  friends ;  the  other  extended  his  to  his  friends  themselves. 
It  is  confessed  on  all  hands,  that  Lysander  offended  most 
commonly  for  the  sake  of  his  companions,  committing 
several  slaughters  to  uphold  their  power  and  dominion  j  but 
as  for  Sylla,  be,  out  of  envy,  reduced  Pompey's  command 
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by  laud  and  Dolabella's  by  sea,  although  he  himself  hr.d 
"^Iven  tfieiirttlose  places ;  aiut  ordered  LucTetingrOfella,  wTio 
sued  for  the  consulslUp  as  the  reward  of  many  great  serv- 
"""jceSTtolSe  slain  beFore  his  eyes7"e"xcitrn"g"Trofroranyalarm 
in  the  minds  'of  all  men,  by  his  cuielty  loJiiSLdearekr 
friends^ 

As  regards  the  pursuit  of  riches  and  pleasures,  we  yet 
further  discov£rJn_one  a  princely,  in  the  other  a  tyrannical 
disposition^  Lysander  did  nothing  that  was  intemperate  or 
licentious,  in  that  full  command  of  means  and  opportunity, 
but  kept  clear,  as  much  as  ever  man  did,  of  that  trite  saying: 

Lions  at  home,  but  foxes  out  of  doors  ; 

and  ever  maintained  a  sober,  truly  Spartan,  and  well-dis- 
ciplined course  of  conduct.  AVherens  Sylla  could  neve^ 
moderate  his  unruly  affections,  either  bv  poverty  when 
young,  or  by  years  when  grown~old,  but  would  be  still 
prescribing  laws  to  the  citizens  cmicerning  chastity  and 
sobi-iety^ himself  living  all  that  time,  as  Sallust  affirms,  in 
lewdn^s  and  adultery.  By  tnese  ways  he  so  impoverTslied 
and  drained  the  city  of  heTtreasures,  a^to  be  forced  to  sell 
prryilfiges  and  irnmiipjtJRsJx)_aIliedJfliiH^ 
money,  although  Jie  daily  gave  up  the  wealtMest  and"tEe 
greatest  families  to  public  sale  and  confiscation^  Tfi^ 
.was"  no  end.of_his  fayoi:S-:vcaialy-spent-aBdr-Uu-owiLawayon 
flatterers  ;  for  what  bn]w  mnld  thergjjgjjjr  what  likelihoQ? 
of  forethought  or  economy,  In  his  more  private  momeii^ 
over  whie,  when,  in  the  open  face  of  the  people,  upon  the 
auction  of  a  large  estate,  which  he  would  have  passed  oyer 
to  one  of  his  friends  at  a  small  price,  because  another  Ibid 
liigher,  and  the  ofBcer  announced  the  advance,  he_hroke 
ouFlivEo  n  passion,  saying ;  "  What  a  strange  and  unjust 
thing  is  "ttiisTO  citizens,  that  I  cannot  dispose  of  ray  own 
booty  aa  I  please !  "  But  Lysander,  on  the  contrary,  with 
the  rest  of  the  spoil,  sent  home  for  public  use  even  the  pres- 
ents which  were  made  him.   Nor  dr.  I  "ommend  him  iol 
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It,  for  he,  perhaps,  by  excessive  liberality,  did  Sparta  more 
harm  than  ever  the  other  did  Kome  by  rapine  ;  I  only  use 
it  as  an  argument  of  his  indifference  to  riches.  Tliey  exer- 
cised a  strange  influence  on  their  respective  cities.  -Sylla, 
a  profij^e  dftbancbeg,  endeavored  to  restore  sober  living 
amongst  the  citizens  ;  Lysander,  temperate  himself,  filled 
Sparta  with  the  luxury  he  disregarded.  So  that  both  were 
blameworthy,  the  one  for  raising  himself  above  his  own 
laws,  the  other  for  causing  his  fellow-citizens  to  full  beneath 
his  own  example.  He  taught  Sparta  to  want  the  very  things 
which  he  himself  had  learned  to  do  \\  ithout.  And  thus 
much  of  their  civil  administration. 

As  for^eats  of  arms,  wise  conc].uct  hi  wm-^  innnmRralVlft 
victpries,  perilous  adventures,  Sylla  '^^lits^Jje^oncTLjaoiii^re. 
Lysander,  indeea,  came  oif  twice  victorious  in  two  battles 
by  sea;  I  shall  add  to  that  the  siege  of  Athens,  a  work  of 
greater  fame  than  diflBculty.  "What  occurred  in  Boeotia, 
and  at  Haliartus,  was  the  result,  perliaps,  of  ill  fortune ; 
yet  it  certainly  looks  like  ill  counsel,  not  to  wait  for  the 
king's  forces,  which  had  all  but  arrived  from  Platsea,  but 
out  of  ambition  and  eagerness  to  fight,  to  approach  the 
walls  at  disadvantage,  and  so  to  be  cut  off  by  a  sally  of 
inconsiderable  men.  He  received  his  death- wound,  not  a? 
Cleombrotus,  at  Leuctra,  resisting  manfully  the  assault  ot 
an  enemy  in  the  field;  not  as  Cyrus  or  Epaminondas,  sus- 
taining the  declining  battle,  or  making  sure  the  victory  ; 
aU  these  died  the  death  of  kings  and  generals  ;  but  he,  as 
it  had  been  some  common  skirmisher  or  scout,  cast  away 
bis  life  ingloriously,  giving  testimony  to  the  wisdom  of  the 
ancient  Spartan  maxim,  to  avoid  attacks  on  walled  cities, 
in  which  the  stoutest  warrior  may  chance  to  fall  by  the 
hand,  not  only  of  a  man  utterly  his  inferior,  but  by  that  of 
a  boy  or  woman,  as  Achilles,  they  say,  was  slair.  by  Paris 
in  the  gates.  As  for  Sylla,  it  were  hard  to  reckon  up  how 
many  set  battles  lie  wou^ot  hownm  tlinnsand  he  "ilew  u 
he  took  Rome  itself  twice,  as  also  theAthenian  Piraeus,  not 
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by  famine,  as  Lysander  did,  but  by  a  series  of  great  battU 
dnying-ArcMiiiiis  into  the  sea.  And  what  is  more  impo 
tant,  there  was  a  vast  difference  between  the  conmiande 
they  had  to  deal  with.  For  I  look  upon  it  as  an  easy  tas 
or  rather  sport,  to  beat  Antiochus,  Alcibiades's  pilot,  or 
circumvent  Philocles,  the  Athenian  demagogue, 

Sharp  only  at  the  inglorious  point  of  tongue,  ■ 

whom  Mithridates  would  have  scorned  to  compare  \vi( 
his  groom,  or  Marius  with  his  lie  tor.  But  of  the  pot€i 
tates,  consuls,  commanders,  and  demagogues,  to  pass  t 
all  the  rest  who  opposed  themselves  to  Sylla,  who  among; 
the  Romans  jso  formidable  as  Marius,  what  king  nioi 
powerful  than  Mithridates  ?  who  of  the  Italians  more  wa 
[like  than  Lamponious  and  Telesinus  ?  yet  of  these,  one  1 
l^rove  into  .bamshmeiity-oiia_Ji£Ljqjad^  others  1 

slevg. 

And  what  is  more  important,  in  my  judgment,  than  an; 
thing  yet  adduced,  is  that  Lysander  had  the  assistance  ( 
the  State  in  all  his  achievements ;  whereas  Sylla  deeid< 
that  he  was  a  banished  person,  and  overpowered  l)y 
faction,  at  a  time  when  his  wife  was  driven  from  liom 
his  houses  demolished,  adherents  slain,  himself  then  i 
BcEotia,  stood  embattled  against  countless  numbers  of  11 
public  enemy,  and,  endangering  himself  for  the  sake  of  hi 
country,  raised  a  trophy  of  victory  ;  and  not  even  \\\w 
xMithridates  came  with  proposals  of  alliance  and  ai 
against  his  enemies,  would  he  show  any  sort  of  oompi 
aiice,  or  even  clemency ;  did  not  so  mucli  as  address  hin 
or  vouchsafe  him  his  hand,  until  he  had  it  from  the  king 
own  mouth,  that  he  was  willing  to  quit  Asia,  surrendf 
the  navy,  and  restoi'e  Bithynia  and  Cappadocia  to  tli 
two  kings.  Than  wliieh  action,  Sylla  never  performed 
braver,  or  with  a  nohlt-r  .spirit,  whea  preferring  the_i2aljl' 
good  to  the  private,  ami  like  gwd^  hounds,  wherejie  ha 
once  foundjUever  letting  go  his  hold,  till  the  enemy  yieHel 
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then,  and  not  until  then,  he  set  himself  to  revprigp.  his  own 
r^private  quarrels.  We  may  perhaps  let  ourselves  be  in- 
N'fluenced,  moreover,  in  our  comparison  of  their  characters, 
by  considering  their  treatment  of  Athens.  %lia»__whgn_he 
had  made_himself  master  of  the  city,  which  then  upheld 
the  dominion  and  pow^Fltf  MiLlii'icTiTteTTn  oppos-iitimTT^-i 
hini^rejtaced  her  to  liberty  and  the  free  exercise  of  her  own 
laws;  Lysander,  on  the  contrary,  when  she  had  fallen 
from  a  vast  height  of  dignity  and  rule,  showed  her  no 
compassion,  but  abe)Ii.sliiiig  her  democratic  government, 
imposed  on  her  the  most  cruel  and  lawless  tyrants.  We 
are  now  qualified  to  consider  whetlier  we  should  go  far 
from  the  truth  or  no,  in  pronouncing  tliat^gylla  performed 
the  more  glorious  deeds,  but  T.vsander  committed  the 
fewep-iaults.  as.  likewise,  by:  giving  to  one  the  jjre-eminence 
for  moderation  and  self-control,  to  the  other  for  conduetan3 
valor.  ' 
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Peripoltas  the  prophet,  having  brought  the  king 
Opheltas,  and  those  undei-  his  command,  from  Thessaly 
into  Boeotia,  left  there  a  family,  which  flourished  a  long 
time  after ;  the  greater  part  of  them  inhabiting  Chseronea 
the  first  city  out  of  A\  hich  tlicy  expelled  tlie  barbarians. 
The  descendants  of  this  race,  being  men  of  bold  attempts 
and  warhke  habits,  exposed  themselves  to  so  many  dangers 
in  the  invasions  of  the  3Iede,  and  in  battles  against  the 
Gauls,  that  at  last  they  were  almost  wholly  consumed. 

There  was  left  one  orphan  of  this  house,  called  Damon, 
Burnamed  Peripoltas,  in  beauty  and  greatness  of  spirit  sur- 
passing all  of  his  age,  but  rude  and  undisciplined  in  temper. 
A  Roman  captain  of  a  company  that  wintered  in  Chasronea 
•'  become  passionately  fond  of  this  youth,  wlio  was  now  pretty 
*  nearly  grown  a  man.    And  finding  all  his  approaches,  big 
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gifts,  his  entreaties  .alike  repulsed,  he  showed  violent  li ' 
clinations  to  assault  Damon.    Our  native  Chaeronea  wa' 
then  in  a  distressed  condition,  1x)0  small  and  too  poor  t 
meet  with  anything  but  neglect.    Damon,  being  sensibl 
of  this,  and  looking  upon  himself  as  injured  already,  re 
solved  to  inflict  punishment.    Accordingly,  he  and  sixteei! 
of  his  companions  conspired  against  the  captixin  ;  but  tha  | 
the  design  might  be  managed  without  any  danger  of  beiiij 
discovered,  they  all  daubed  their  faces  at  night  with  soot, 
Thus  disguised  and  inflamed  with  wine,  they  set  upon  hin 
by  break  of  day,  as  he  was  sacrificing  in  the  market-place 
and  having  killed  him,  and  several  others  that  were  \vitl 
him,  they  fled  out  of  the  city,  which  Avas  extremely 
alarmed  and  troubled  at  the  murder.    The  council  assemblet ' 
immediately,  and  pronounced  sentence  of  death  againsf' 
Damon  and  his  accomplices.    This  they  did  to  justify  tht* 
city  to  the  Romans.    But  that  evening,  as  the  magistrate!: 
were  at  supper  together,  according  to  the  custom,  Damor 
and  his  confederates  breaking  into  the  hall,  killed  them,  and 
then  again  fled  out  of  the  town.    About  this  time,  Luciuj* 
Lucullus  chanced  to  be  passing  that  way  Avith  a  body  ol 
troops,  upon  some  expedition,  and  this  disaster  having  but 
recently  happened,  he  stayed  to  examine  the  matter.  Upon 
inquiry,  he  found  the  city  Avas  in  no  wise  faulty,  but  rather 
that  they  themselves  had  suffered;  therefore  he  drew  out 
the  soldiers,  and  carried  them  away  with  him.    Yet  Damon 
continuing  to  ravage  the  country  all  about,  the  citizens, 
by  messages  and  decrees,  in  appearance  favorable,  enticed 
him  into  the  city,  and  upon  his  return,  made  him  Gym- 
nasiarch  ;  but  afterwards  as  he  AA'as  anointing  himself  in 
the  vapor  baths,  they  set  upon  him  and  killed  him.    For  a 
long  Avhile  after  apparitions  continuing  to  be  seen,  and 
groans  to  be  heard  in  that  place,  so  our  fathers  have  told  us, 
they  ordered  the  gates  of  the  baths  to  be  built  up ;  and 
even  to  this  day  tliose  who  li\  e  in  the  iieighborhood  believe 
that  they  sometimes  sec  isuectres  and  hear  alarming  sounds 
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Pe  posterity  of  Damon,  of  whom  some  still  remain,  mostly 
iPhocis,  near  the  town  of  Stiris,  are  called  Asbolomeni, 
liat  is,  in  the  xEolian  idiom,  men  daubed  with  soot :  be- 
i^ause  Damon  was  thus  besmeared  when  he  committed  this 
murder. 

But  there  being  a  quarrel  between  the  people  of  Chseronea 
and  the  Orchomenians,  their  neighbors,  these  latter  hired  an 
informer,  a  Roman,  to  accuse  the  community  of  Chaeronea 
as  if  it  had  been  a  single  person  of  the  murder  of  the 
Romans,  of  which  only  Damon  and  and  his  companions  were 
guilty;  accordingly,  the  process  was  commenced,  and  the 
cause  pleaded  before  the  Praitor  of  ]\Iacedon,  since  the 
Romans  as  yet  had  not  sent  governors  into  Greece. 

The  advocates  who  defended  the  inhabitants  appealed  to 
the  testimony  of  Lucullus,  who,  in  answer  to  a  letter  the 
Praetor  wrote  to  him,  returned  a  true  account  of  the  matter- 
of-fact.  By  this  means  tlie  town  obtained  its  acquittal, 
and  escaped  a  most  serious  danger.  Tlie  citizens,  thus 
preserved,  erected  a  statue  to  Lucullus  in  the  niai-ket-place, 
near  that  of  the  god  Bacchus. 

We  also  have  the  same  impressions  of  gratitude ;  and 
though  removed  from  the  events  Ijy  the  distance  of  several 
generations,  we  yet  feel  the  obligation  to  extend  to  our. 
selves ;  and  as  we  think  an  image  of  the  character  an(f 
habits  to  be  a  greater  honor  than  one  merely  representing 
the  face  and  the  person,  wi;  will  put  Lucullus's  life  amongsT 
our  parallels  of  illustrious  men,  and  \^  ithout  swerving  from 
the  truth,  will  record  his  actions.  The  commemoration 
will  be  itself  a  sufficient  proof  of  our  grateful  feeling,  and 
he  himself  would  not  thank  us,  if  in  recompense  for  a 
service  which  consisted  in  speaking  the  truth,  we  should 
abuse  his  memory  with  a  false  and  counterfeit  narration. 
For  as  we  would  wish  that  a  painter  who  is  to  draw  -<* 
beautiful  face,  in  which  there  is  yet  some  imperfectiou, 
Bhould  neither  wholly  leave  out,  nor  yet  too  pointedly  ex. 
press  what  is  defective,  because  this  would  deform  it,  and 
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that  spoil  the  vesomblance  ;  so  since  it  is  hard,  or  indeed 
perhaps  impossible,  to  show  the  life  of  a  man  wholly  free 
from  blemish,  in  all  that  is  excellent  we  must  follow  truth 
exactly,  and  give  it  fully ;  any  lapses  or  faults  that  occur, 
through  human  passions  or  political  necessities,  we  may 
regard  rather  as  the  shortcomings  of  some  particular  virtue, 
than  as  the  natural  effects  of  vice ;  and  may  be  conteat 
without  introducing  them,  curiously  and  officiously,  into 
our  narrative,  if  it  be  but  out  of  tenderness  to  the  weakness 
of  nature,  which  has  never  succeeded  in  producing  any 
human  character  so  perfect  in  virtue,  as  to  be  pure  from 
all  admixture,  and  open  to  no  criticism.  On  considering 
with  myself  to  whom  I  should  compare  Lucullus  I  find 
none  so  exactly  his  parallel  as  Cimon. 

They  were  both  valiant  in  war,  and  successful  against 
the  barbarians ;  both  gentle  in  political  life,  and  more  than 
any  others  gave  their  countrymen  a  respite  from  civil 
troubles  at  home,  while  abroad  each  of  them  raised  trophies 
and  gained  famous  victories.  No  Greek  before  Cimon,  nor 
Roman  before  Lucullus,  ever  carried  the  scene  of  war  so 
far  from  their  own  country ;  putting  out  of  the  question 
the  acts  of  Bacchus  and  Hercules,  and  any  exploit  of 
Perseus  against  the  Ethiopians,  Medes,  and  Armenians,  or 
again  of  Jason,  of  which  any  record  that  deserves  credit 
can  be  said  to  have  come  down  to  our  days.  Moreover  in 
this  they  were  alike,  tliat  they  did  not  finish  the  enterprises 
they  undertook.  They  bi'ought  their  enemies  near  their 
ruin,  but  never  entirely  conquered  them.  There  was  yet 
a  great  conformity  in  the  free  good-will  and  lavish  abun- 
dance of  their  entertainments  and  general  hospitalities,  and 
in  the  youthful  laxity  of  their  habits.  Other  points  of  re- 
semblance, which  we  have  failed  to  notice,  may  be  easily 
collected  from  our  narrative  itself. 

Cimon  was  the  son  of  Miltiades  and  ITegesipyle,  who  was 
by  birth  a  Thracian,  and  daughter  to  the  king  Olorus,  an 
appears  from  the  poem  of  Melanthius  and  Archelaus,  writ 
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ten  in  praise  of  Cimon.  By  this  means  tlie  historian  Thuuy- 
dides  was  his  kinsman  by  the  mother's  side  ;  for  his  father's 
name  also,  in  remembrance  of  tliis  common  ancestor,  was 
Olorus,  and  he  was  the  owner  of  the  gold  mines  in  Thrace, 
and  met  his  death,  it  is  said,  by  violence,  in  Scapte  Hyle,  a 
district  of  Thrace  ;  and  his  remains  having  afterwards  been 
brought  into  Attica,  a  monument  is  shown  as  his  among 
those  of  the  family  of  Cimon,  near  the  tomb  of  Elpinice, 
Cimon's  sister.  Bat  Thucydides  was  of  the  township  of 
Halimus,  and  Miltiades  and  his  family  were  Laciadse.  Milti- 
ades,  being  condemned  in  a  fine  of  fifty  talents  of  the  State, 
and  unable  to  pay  it,  was  cast  into  prison,  and  there  died. 
Thus  Cimon  was  left  an  orphan  very  young,  with  his  sister 
Elpinice,  who  was  also  young  and  unmarried.  And  at  first 
he  had  but  an  indifferent  reputation,  being  looked  upon  as 
disorderly  in  his  habits,  fond  of  drinking,  and  resembling 
his  grandfather,  also  called  Cimon,  in  character,  whose  sim- 
plicity got  him  the  surname  of  Coalemus.  Stesimbrotus  of 
Thasos,  who  lived  near  about  the  same  time  with  Cimon, 
reports  of  him  that  he  had  little  acquaintance  either  with 
music,  or  any  of  the  other  liberal  studies  and  accomplish- 
ments, then  common  among  the  Greeks  ;  that  he  had  noth- 
ing whatever  of  the  quickness  and  the  ready  speech  of  his 
countrymen  in  Attica;  that  he  had  great  nobleness  and 
candor  in  his  disposition,  and  in  his  character  in  general, 
resembled  rather  a  native  of  Peloponnesus  than  of  Athens  ; 
as  Euripides  describes  Hercules, 

"   Eude 

And  unrefined,  for  great  things  well  endued  : 

for  this  may  fairly  be  added  to  the  character  which  Stesim- 
brotus has  given  of  him. 

They  accused  him,  in  his  younger  years,  of  cohabiting 
with  his  own  sister  Elpinice,  who,  indeed,  otherwise  had 
no  very  clear  reputation,  but  was  reported  to  have  been 
over-intimate  with  Polygnctus  the  painter  ;  and  hencQ 
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when  he  painted  the  Trojan  M  onien  in  the  porch,  then 
called  the  Plesianactium,  and  now  the  Poecile,  he  made 
Laodice  a  portrait  of  her.  Polygnotus  was  not  an  ordinary 
mechanic,  nor  was  he  paid  for  this  work,  but  out  of  a  desire 
to  please  the  Athenians,  painted  the  portico  for  nothing. 
So  it  is  stated  by  the  historians,  and  in  the  following  verses 
by  the  poetMelanthius : — 

Wrought  by  his  hand  the  deeds  of  heroes  grace 
At  his  own  charge  our  temples  and  our  place. 

Some  affirm  that  Elpinice  lived  with  her  brother,  not  ne- 
cretly,  but  as  his  married  wife,  her  poverty  excluding  her 
from  any  suitable  match.  But  afterwards,  when  Callias, 
one  of  the  richest  men  of  Athens,  fell  in  love  with  her,  and 
proffered  to  pay  the  fine  the  father  was  condemned  in,  if 
he  could  obtain  the  daughter  in  marriage,  with  Elpinice's 
own  consent,  Cimon  betrothed  her  to  Callias.  There  is  no 
doubt  but  that  Cimon  was,  in  general,  of  an  amorous  temper. 
For  Melanthius,  in  his  elegies,  rallies  him  on  hisattacli- 
ment  for  Asteria  of  Salarais,  and  again  for  a  certain  ■\Inestra. 
And  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  his  unusually  passionate  affec- 
tion for  his  lawful  wife  Isodice,  the  daughter  of  Eurypto. 
lemus,  the  son  of  Megacles  ;  nor  of  his  regret,  even  to  ini- 
patience,  at  her  death,  if  any  conclusion  may  be  drawn  from 
those  elegies  of  condolence,  addressed  to  him  upon  his  loss  of 
her.  The  philosopher  Pansetius  is  of  opinion,  thatArche- 
laus,  the  writer  on  physics,  was  the  author  of  them,  and 
indeed  the  time  seems  to  favor  that  conjecture.  All  the 
other  points  of  Chiion's  character  were  noble  and  good, 
lie  was  as  dai'ing  as  Miltiades,  and  not  inferior  to  Themis- 
tocles  in  judgment,  and  was  incomparably  more  just  and 
honest  tli;m  either  of  them.  Fully  their  equal  in  all  mili- 
tary virtues,  in  the  ordinary  duties  of  a  citizen  at  home 
he  was  immeasurably  their  superior.  And  this,  too,  when 
be  was  very  young,  his  years  not  yet  strengthened  by 
any  experience.    For  when  Themistocles,  upon  the  Median 
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invasion,  advised  the  Athenians  to  forsake  their  city  and 
their  country,  and  to  carry  all  their  arms  on  shipboard, 
and  fight  the  enemy  by  sea,  in  the  straits  of  Salamis  ;  when 
all  the  people  stood  amazed  at  the  conndence  and  rashness 
of  this  advice,  Cimon  was  seen,  the  first  of  all  men,  passing 
with  a  cheerful  countenance  thi  ougli  the  Ceramicus,  on  hi^ 
way  with  his  companions  to  the  citadel,  carrying  a  bridle  in 
hishand  to  offer  to  the  goddess,  intimating  that  there  was  no 
more  need  of  horsemen  now,  but  of  mariners.  There,  after 
he  had  paid  his  devotions  to  the  goddess,  and  offered  up  the 
bridle,  he  took  down  one  of  the  bucklers  that  hung  upon 
ihe  walls  of  the  temple,  and  went  down  to  the  port ; 
by  this  example  giving  confidence  to  many  of  the  citizens. 
He  was  also  of  a  fairly  handsome  person,  according  to  the 
poet  Ion,  tall  and  large,  and  let  his  thick  and  curly  hair 
grow  long.  After  he  had  acquitted  himself  gallantly  in 
this  battle  of  Salamis,  he  obtained  great  repute  among 
the  Athenians,  and  Avas  regarded  with  affection,  as  well  as 
admiration.  He  had  many  wlio  followed  after  him,  and 
bade  him  aspire  to  actions  not  less  famous  than  his  father's 
battle  of  Marathon.  And  when  he  came  forward  in  politi- 
cal life,  the  people  welcomed  him  gladly,  being  now  weary 
of  Themistocles  ;  in  opposition  to  whom,  and  because  of  the 
frankness  and  easiness  of  his  temper,  which  was  agreeable 
to  every  one,  they  advanced  Cimon  to  the  highest  employ- 
ments in  the  government.  The  man  that  contrilmted  most 
to  his  promotion  was  Aristides,  who  early  discerned  in  his 
character  his  natural  capacity,  and  purposely  raised  him, 
that  he  might  be  a  counterpoise  to  the  craft  and  boldness 
of  Themistocles. 

After  the  Medes  had  been  driven  out  of  Greece,  Cimon 
was  sent  out  as  an  admii  al,  when  the  Athenians  had  not 
yefc  attained  their  dominion  by  sea,  but  still  followed  Pau- 
sanias  and  the  Lacedaemonians;  and  his  fellow- citizens 
tinder  his  command  were  highly  distinguished,  both  for  the 
sxcellence  of  their  discipline,  and  for  their  extraordinary  zeaJ 
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ftnd  readiness.  And  further,  perceiving  tliut  Pausanias  waa 
earrj'ing  on  secret  communications  with  the  barbarians, 
and  writing  letters  to  the  king  of  Persia  to  betr;iy  (Jreei  e, 
and  puffed  up  with  authority  and  sueeess,  \\as  treating  tlie 
allies  haughtily,  and  comnntting  many  wanton  injustiecs, 
Cimon,  taking  this  advantage,  by  aets  of  kindness  to 
those  who  were  sulfering  wrong,  a; id  by  his  general  iiu- 
mane  bearing,  robbed  him  of  the  connnand  of  tlie  (ireeks, 
before  he  was  aware,  not  by  arms,  but  V>y  his  mere  laiig  lago 
and  character.  The  greatest  part  of  the  allies,  no  loiiijer 
able  to  endure  the  harshness  and  piadeof  Pausanias,  i-evolted 
from  him  to  Cimon  and  Aristides,  who  accepted  the  duty,  and 
wrote  to  the  Ephors  of  Sparta,  desiring  them  to  recall  a  man 
■who  was  causing  dishonor  to  Sparta  and  trouble  to  (ireece. 
They  tell  of  Pausanias,  that  when  he  Mas  in  IJy/.antiuni, 
he  solicited  a  young  lady  of  a  noble  family  in  the  city,  whose 
name  was  Cleonice,  to  debauch  her.  Her  parents,  dread- 
ing his  cruelty,  were  forced  to  consent,  and  so  abandoned 
their  daughter  to  his  wishes.  The  daughter  aslved  tlie  serv- 
ants outside  the  chamber  to  put  out  all  the  lights;  so  tiiat 
approaching  silently  and  in  the  dark  towards  his  bed,  she 
stumbled  upon  the  lamp  which  she  overturned.  Pausanias, 
who  was  fallen  asleep,  awakened  and,  startled  with  the 
noise,  thought  an  assassin  had  taken  that  dead  time  of  niglit 
to  murder  him,  so  that  hastily  snatching  up  Ins  poniard  tiiat 
lay  by  him,  he  struck  the  girl,  who  fell  with  the  blow,  and 
died.  After  this,  he  never  had  rest,  but  was  continually 
haunted  by  her,  and  saw  an  apparition  visiting  him  in  liis 
sleep,  and  addressing  him  with  these  angry  words : — 

Go  on  thy  way,  unto  the  evil  end, 
That  doth  on  lust  and  viole>'  :e  attend. 

This  was  one  of  the  chief  occasions  of  indignation  against 
him  among  the  confederates,  who  now,  joining  tlieir  resent- 
ments and  forces  witli  C'iiiions,  besieged  him  in  iJvzan- 
tium.    He  escaped  out  of  their  hands,  and,  continuing,  a* 
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it  is  said,  to  be  disturbed  by  the  apparition,  fled  to  the 
oracle  of  the  dead  at  Heraclea,  raised  the  ghost  of  Cleonice, 
and  entreated  lier  to  be  reconciled.  Accordingly  she  ap- 
peared to  him,  and  answered  that  as  soon  as  he  came  to 
Sparta,  he  should  speedily  be  freed  from  all  evils;  ob- 
scurely foretelling,  it  would  seem,  his  imminent  death. 
Tins  story  is  related  by  many  aathors. 

Cimon,  strengthened  with  the  accession  of  the  allies, 
went  as  general  into  Thrace.  For  he  was  told  that  some 
great  men  among  the  Persians,  of  the  king's  kindred,  being 
in  possession  of  Eion,  a  city  situated  upon  the  river  Stry- 
mon,  infested  the  neighboring  (Greeks.  First  he  defeated 
these  Persians  in  battle,  and  shut  them  up  within  the  walls 
of  their  town.  Then  he  fell  upon  the  Thracians  of  the 
country  beyond  the  Strymon,  because  they  supplied  Eion 
with  victuals,  and  driving  them  entirely  out  of  the  country, 
took  possession  of  it  as  conqueror,  In'  which  means  he 
reduced  the  besieged  to  such  straits,  that  Butes,  who  com- 
manded there  for  the  king,  in  desperation  set  fire  to  the 
town,  and  burned  himself,  his  goods,  and  all  his  relations, 
in  one  common  flame.  By  this  means,  Cimon  got  the  town, 
but  no  great  booty  ;  as  the  barbarians  had  not  only  con- 
sumed  themselves  in  the  fire,  but  the  richest  of  their 
effects.  However,  he  put  the  country  about  into  the  hands 
of  the  Athenians,  a  most  advantageous  and  desirable  situa- 
tion for  a  settlement.  For  this  action,  the  people  permitted 
him  to  erect  the  stone  Mercuries,  upon  the  first  of  which 
was  this  inscription  : — 

Of  bold  and  patient  spirit,  too,  were  those. 
Who,  where  the  Strymon  under  Eion  flows. 
With  famine  and  the  sword,  to  utmost  need 
Eeduced  at  last  the  children  of  the  Mede. 

Upon  the  second  stood  this : — 

The  Athenians  to  their  leaders  this  reward 
For  great  and  useful  service  did  accord ; 
Others  hereafter  shall,  from  their  applause. 
Learn  to  be  valiant  in  their  country's  cause. 
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And  upon  the  third  the  followhig: — 

With  Atreus'  sons,  this  city  sent  of  yore 

Divine  Menestheus  to  the  Trojan  shore  ; 

Of  all  the  Greeks,  so  Homer's  verses  say. 

The  ablest  maa  an  army  to  array  : 

So  old  the  title  of  her  sous  the  name 

Of  chielLS  and  champions  in  the  field  to  claim. 

Though  the  name  of  Ciinon  is  not  mentioned  in  these  in. 
scriptions,  yet  his  contemporaries  considered  them  to  be 
the  very  highest  lienors  to  liini ;  as  neither  Miltiades  nor 
Themistocles  ever  received  the  Wko.  When  Miltiades 
claimed  a  garland,  Sochares  of  Decelea  stood  up  in  the 
midst  of  the  assembly  and  opposed  it,  using  words  which, 
though  ungracious,  were  received  with  applause  by  the 
people:  "When  you  have  gained  a  victory  by  yourself, 
Miltiades,  then  you  may  ask  to  triumph  so  too."  What 
then  induced  them  so  particularly  to  honor  Cinion  ?  Was 
it  that  under  other  commanders  they  stood  upon  the  defen- 
sive  ?  but  by  his  conduct,  they  not  only  attacked  their 
enemies,  but  invaded  them  in  their  own  country,  and 
acquired  new  territory,  becoming  masters  of  Eion  and 
Amphipolis,  where  they  planted  colonies,  as  also  they 
did  in  the  isle  of  Scyros,  which  Cimon  had  taken  on 
the  following  occasion.  The  Dolopians  were  the  inhabit- 
ants of  this  isle,  a  people  who  neglected  all  husbandry, 
and  had,  for  many  generations,  been  devoted  to  pi- 
racy ;  this  they  practised  to  that  degree,  that  at  last 
they  began  to  plunder  foreigners  that  brought  mer- 
chandise into  their  ports.  Some  merchants  of  Thes- 
saly,  who  had  come  to  shore  near  to  Ctesium,  were  not 
only  spoiled  of  their  goods,  but  themselves  put  into  con- 
finement. These  men  afterwards  escaping  from  their 
prison,  went  and  obtained  sentence  against  the  Scyrians  in 
a  court  of  Amphictyons,  and  when  the  Scyrian  people  de- 
clined to  make  public  restitution,  and  called  upon  the  in, 
dividuals  who  had  got  the  plunder  to  give  it  up,  these 
persons,  in  alarm,  wrote  to  Cimon  to  succor  them,  with 


CTMON. 


95 


his  fleet,  and  declared  themselves  ready  to  deliver  the  town 
into  his  hands.  Canon,  by  these  means,  got  the  town,  ex- 
pelled the  Dolopian  pirates,  and  so  opened  the  traffic  of  the 
JIgean  sea.  And,  understanding  that  the  ancient  Theseus, 
the  son  of  ^geus,  when  he  fled  from  Athens  and  took 
refuge  in  this  isle,  was  here  treacherously  slain  by  king 
Ly.comedes,  who  feared  him,  Cimon  endeavored  to  find  out 
wliere  he  was  buried.  For  an  oracle  had  commanded  the 
Athenians  to  bring  home  his  ashes,  and  pay  him  all  due 
lienors  as  a  hero ;  but  hitherto  they  had  not  been  able  to 
learn  where  he  was  hiterred,  as  the  people  of  Scyros  dis- 
sembled the  knowledge  of  it,  and  were  not  willing  to  allow 
a  search.  But  now,  great  inquiry  being  made,  with  some 
difficulty  he  found  out  the  tomb  and  carried  the  relics  into 
his  own  galley,  and  with  great  pomp  and  sliow  brought 
them  to  Athens,  four  hundred  years,  or  thereabouts,  after 
liis  expulsion.  This  act  got  Cimon  great  favor  witli  the 
people,  one  mark  of  which  was  the  judgment,  afterwards 
so  famous,  upon  the  tragic  poets.  Sophocles,  still  a  young 
man,  had  just  brought  forward  his  first  plays ;  opinions 
were  much  divided,  and  the  spectators  had  taken  sides 
with  some  heat.  So,  to  determine  the  case,  Apsephion,  who 
was  at  that  time  archon,  would  not  cast  lots  who  should  be 
judges;  but  when  Cimon  and  his  brother  commanders  with 
him  came  into  the  theatre,  after  they  had  performed  the 
usual  rites  to  the  god  of  the  festival,  he  would  not  allow 
them  to  retire,  but  came  forward  and  made  them  swear 
(being  ten  in  all,  one  from  each  tribe)  the  usual  oath  ;  and 
so  being  sworn  judges,  he  made  them  sit  down  to  give  sen- 
tence. The  eagerness  for  victory  grew  all  the  warmer, 
from  the  ambition  to  get  the  suffrages  of  such  honorable 
judges.  And  the  victory  was  at  last  adjudged  to  Sophocles, 
which  ^schylus  is  said  to  have  taken  so  ill,  that  he  left 
Athens  shortly  after,  and  went  in  anger  to  Sicily,  where 
he  died,  and  was  buried  near  the  city  of  Gela. 
Ion  relates  that  when  he  was  a  young  man,  and  recently 
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come  from  Chios  to  Athens,  he  chanced  to  sup  with  Cimon 
at  Laomedon's  house.  After  supper,  when  they  had,  ac- 
cording to  custom,  poured  out  wine  to  the  honor  of  the 
gods,  Cimon  was  desired  by  the  company  to  give  them  a 
song,  which  he  did  witli  sufficient  success,  and  received 
tlie  commendations  of  the  company,  who  remarked  on  liis 
superiority  to  Themistocles,  who,  on  a  like  occasion,  hud 
declared  he  had  never  learnt  to  sing,  nor  to  play,  and  only 
knew  how  to  make  a  city  rich  and  powerful.  After  talking 
of  things  incident  to  such  entertainments,  they  entered 
upon  the  particulars  of  the  several  actions  for  which  Cimon 
had  been  famous.  And  when  they  were  mentioning  the 
most  signal,  he  told  them  they  had  omitted  one,  upon  whirl) 
he  valued  himself  most  for  address  and  good  contrivance. 
He  gave  this  account  of  it.  When  the  allies  had  taken  a 
great  number  of  the  barbarians  prisoners  in  Sestos  and 
Byzantium,  they  gave  him  the  preference  to  divide  the 
booty ;  he  accordisgly  put  the  prisoners  in  one  lot,  and  the 
spoils  of  their  rich  attire  and  jewels  in  the  other.  This  the 
allies  complained  of  as  an  unequal  division ;  but  he  gave 
them  their  choice  to  take  which  lot  they  would,  for  that 
the  Athenians  should  be  content  with  that  which  they  re- 
fused. Herophytus  of  Samos  advised  them  to  take  tiie 
ornaments  for  their  share,  and  leave  the  slaves  to  the  Athe- 
nians ;  and  Cimon  went  away,  and  was  much  laughed  at  for 
his  ridiculous  division.  For  the  allies  carried  away  the 
golden  bracelets,  and  armlets,  and  collars,  and  purple  robes, 
and  the  Athenians  had  only  the  naked  bodies  of  the  cap- 
tives, which  they  could  make  no  advantage  of,  being  un- 
used to  labor.  But  a  little  while  after,  the  friends  and 
kinsmen  of  the  prisoners  coming  from  Lydia  and  Phrygia 
redeemed  eveiy  one  his  relations  at  a  high  ransom  ;  so  that 
by  tills  means  Cimon  got  so  much  treasure  that  he  main- 
tained his  whole  fleet  of  galleys  witli  tlie  money  for  four 
months;  and  yet  there  was  soujc  left  tu  liiy  up  iu'thetreas 
ury  at  Athens. 
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^imon  now  grew  rich,  and  what  he  gained  from  the  bar- 
barians  with  honor,  he  spent  yet  more  honorably  Mpon  the 
citizens.  For  he  pulled  down  all  the  enclosures  of  his  gar- 
dens  and  grounds,  that  strangers,  and  the  needy  of  his 
fellow-citizens,  might  gather  of  his  fruits  freely.  At  home 
he  kept  a  table,  plain,  but  sufficient  for  a  considerable 
number;  to  which  any  poor  townsman  had  free  access, 
and  so  might  support  himself  without  labor,  with  his  whole 
time  left  free  for  public  duties.  Aristotle  states,  however, 
that  this  reception  did  not  extend  to  all  the  Athenians,  but 
only  to  his  own  fellow-townsmen,  the  Laciadse.  Besides 
this,  he  always  went  attended  by  two  or  three  young  com- 
panions, very  well  clad ;  and  if  he  met  with  an  elderly  citizen 
in  a  poor  habit,  one  of  these  would  change  clothes  with  the 
decayed  citizen,  which  was  looked  upon  as  very  nobly  done. 
He  enjoined  them,  likewise,  to  carry  a  considerable  quan- 
tity of  coin  about  them,  which  they  were  to  convey  silently 
into  the  hands  of  the  better  class  of  poor  men,  as  they 
stood  by  them  in  the  market-place.  This,  Cratinus  the 
poet  speaks  of  in  one  of  his  comedies,  the  Archilochi : — 

For  I,  Metrobius  too,  the  scrivener  poor, 
Of  ease  and  comfort  in  my  age  secure 
By  Greece's  noblest  son  in  life's  decline, 
Cimon,  the  generous-hearted,  the  divine. 
Well-fed  and  feasted  hoped  till  death  to  be, 
Death  which,  alas  1  has  taken  him  ere  me. 

Gorgias  the  Leontine  gives  him  this  character,  that  he 
got  riches  that  he  might  use  them,  and  used  them  that  he 
might  get  honor  by  them.  And  Critias,  one  of  the  thirty 
tyrants,  makes  it,  in  his  elegies,  his  wish  to  have 

The  Roopads'  wealth,  and  Cimon's  nobleness. 
And  king  Agesilaus's  success. 

Lichas,  we  know,  became  famous  in  Greece,  only  because 
on  the  days  of  the  sports,  when  the  young  boys  run  naked, 
he  used  to  entertain  the  strangers  that  came  to  see  these 
diversions.    But  Cimon's  generosity  outdid  all  the  old 
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he  returned,  seeing  the  authority  of  this  great  council  s« 
upset,  was  exceedingly  troubled,  and  endeavored  to  remedy 
these  disorders  by  bringing  the  c<  mi  ts  of  law  to  their  former 
state,  and  restoring  the  old  aristocracy  of  the  time  of  CTig. 
thenes.  This  the  others  declaimed  against  with  all  the 
vehemence  possible,  and  began  to  revive  those  stories  con- 
cerning him  and  his  sister,  and  cried  out  against  him  as  the 
partisan  of  ths  Lacediemonians.  To  these  calumnies  the 
famous  verses  of  Eupolis  the  poet  upon  Cimon  refer  :— 

He  was  as  g(Xid  as  others  that  one  sees, 
But  he  was  fond  of  drinking  and  of  ease  ; 
And  would  at  nights  to  Sparta  often  roam, 
Leaving  his  sister  desolate  at  home. 

But  if,  though  slothful  and  a  drunkard,  he  could  capture 
so  many  towns  and  gain  so  many  victories,  certainly  if  he 
had  been  sober  and  minded  his  business,  there  had  been  no 
Grecian  commander,  either  before  or  after  him,  that  could 
have  surpassed  him  for  exploits  of  war. 

He  was,  indeed,  a  favorer  of  the  Lacedaemonians,  even 
from  his  youth,  and  he  gave  the  names  of  Lacedsenionius 
and  Eleus  to  two  sons,  twins,  whom  he  had,  as  Stesimbro- 
tus  says,  by  a  woman  of  Clitorium,  whence  Pericles  often 
upbraided  them  with  their  mothei-'s  blood.  But  Diodorus 
the  geographer  asserts  that  both  these,  and  another  son  of 
Cimon's,  whose  name  was  Thessalus,  were  born  of  Isodice, 
the  daughter  of  Euryptolemus,  the  son  of  Megacles. 

However,  this  is  certain,  that  Cimon  was  countenanced 
by  the  Lacedaemonians  in  opposition  to  Themistocles,  whom 
they  disliked  ;  and  while  he  was  yet  very  young,  they  en- 
deavored to  raise  and  increase  his  credit  in  Athens.  This 
the  Athenians  perceived  at  first  with  pleasure,  and  the 
favor  the  Lacedaemonians  showed  him  was  in  various 
ways  advantageous  to  them  and  their  affairs ;  as  at  that 
time  they  were  just  rising  to  power,  and  were  occupied  in 
winning  the  allies  to  their  side.  So  they  seemed  not  at  all 
offended  with  tiie  honor  and  kindness  shown  to  CimoOi 
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Who  then,  had  the  chief  management  of  all  the  affairs  of 
Greece,  and  was  acceptable  to  the  Lacedaemonians,  and 
courteous  to  the  allies.  But  afterwards  the  Athenians, 
grown  more  powerful,  when  they  saw  Cimon  so  entirely 
devoted  to  the  Lacedaemonians,  began  to  be  angry,  for  he 
would  always  in  his  speeches  prefer  them  to  the  Athenians, 
and  upon  every  occasion,  when  he  would  reprimand  them 
for  a  fault,  or  incite  them  to  emulation,  he  would  ex- 
claim, "The  Lacedaemonians  would  not  do  thus."  This 
raised  the  discontent,  and  got  him  in  some  degree  the 
hatred  of  the  citizens  ;  but  that  which  ministered  chiefly 
to  the  accusation  against  him  fell  out  upon  the  following 
occasion. 

In  the  fourth  year  of  the  reign  of  Archidamus,  the  son  of 
Zeuxidamus,  king  of  Sparta,  there  happened  in  the  country 
of  Lacedsemon  the  greatest  earthquake  that  was  known  in 
the  memory  of  man  ;  the  earth  opened  into  chasms,  and  the 
mountain  Taygetus  was  so  shaken,  that  some  of  the  rocky 
points  of  it  fell  domi,  and  except  five  houses,  all  the  town 
of  Sparta  was  shattered  to  pieces.  They  sa.y  that  a  little 
More  any  motion  was  perceived,  as  the  young  men  and  the 
boys  just  grown  up  were  exercising  themselves  together  in 
the  middle  of  the  portico,  a  hare,  of  a  sudden,  started  out 
just  by  them,  which  the  young  men,  though  all  naked  and 
daubed  with  oil,  ran  after  for  sport.  Xo  sooner  were  they 
gone  from  the  place,  than  the  gymnasium  fell  down  upon 
the  boys  who  had  stayed  behind,  and  killed  them  all.  Their 
tomb  is  to  this  day  called  Sismatias.  Archidamus,  by  the 
present  danger  made  apprehensive  of  what  might  follow, 
and  seeing  the  citizens  intent  upon  removing  the  most 
valuable  of  their  goods  out  of  their  houses,  commanded  an 
alarm  to  be  sounded,  as  if  an  enemy  were  coming  upon 
them,  in  order  that  they  should  collect  about  him  in  a  body, 
with  arms.  It  was  this  alone  that  saved  Sparta  at  that 
time,  for  the  Helots  were  got*  together  from  the  countiy 
Btwut,  with  design  to  surprise  the  Spartans,  and  overpowei 
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those  whom  the  earthquake  had  spared.  Rut  finding  then 
armed  and  well  prepared,  thej^  retired  into  the  towns  and 
openly  made  war  with  them,  gaining  over  a  number  of  the 
Laconians  of  the  country  districts  ;  while  at  the  same  tiine 
the  Messenians,  also,  made  an  attack  upon  the  Spartans, 
who  therefore  despatched  Pfriclidas  to  Athens  to  solicit 
succors,  of  whom  Aristophanes  says  in  mockery  that  he 
came  and 

In  a  red  jacket,  at  the  altars  seated, 

With  a  white  face,  for  men  and  arms  entreated. 

This  Ephialtes  opposed,  protesting  that  they  ought  not 
to  raise  up  or  assist  a  city  that  was  a  rival  to  Athens  ;  but 
tliat  being  doAvn,  it  were  best  to  keep  her  so,  and  let  the 
pride  and  arrogance  of  Sparta  be  trodden  under.  But 
Cimon,  as  Critias  says,  preferring  the  safety  of  Lacedsenion 
to  the  aggrandizement  of  his  own  country,  so  persuaded 
the  people,  that  he  soon  marched  out  with  a  large  army  to 
their  relief.  Ion  records,  also,  the  most  successful  expres- 
sion which  he  used  to  move  the  Athenians.  "  They  ought 
not  to  suffer  Greece  to  be  lamed,  nor  their  own  city  to  be 
deprived  of  her  yoke-fellow." 

In  his  return  from  aiding  the  Lacedaemonians,  he  passed 
with  his  army  through  the  territory  of  Corinth  ;  where- 
upon Lachartus  reproached  him  for  bringing  his  army  into 
the  country  without  first  asking  leave  of  the  people.  For 
he  that  knocks  at  another  man's  door  ought  not  to  enter 
the  house  till  the  master  gives  him  leave.  "  But  you  Co- 
rinthians, O Lachartus,"  said  Cimon,  "did  not  knock  at  the 
gates  of  the  Cleonseans  and  Megarians,  but  broke  them 
down,  and  entered  by  force,  thinking  that  all  places  should 
be  open  to  the  stronger."  And  having  thus  rallied  the  Co- 
rinthian, he  passed  on  with  his  army.  Some  time  after  this, 
the  Lacedaemonians  sent  a  second  time  to  desire  succors  of 
the  Athenians  against  theM^senians  and  Ilelots,  who  had 
seized  upon  Tthome.  But  when  they  came,  fearing  their 
boldness  and  gallantry,  of  all  that  came  to  tlieir  assistance^ 
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they  sent  them  only  back,  alleging  they  were  designing  in- 
novations.  The  Athenians  returned  home,  enraged  at  this 
usage,  and  vented  their  anger  upon  all  those  who  were 
favorers  of  the  Lacedaemonians,  and  seizing  some  slight 
occasion,  they  banished  Cimon  for  ten  years,  which  is  the 
time  prescribed  to  those  that  are  banished  by  the  ostracism. 
In  the  mean  time,  the  Lacedaemonians,  on  their  return  after 
freeing  Delphi  from  the  Phocians,  encamped  their  army  at 
Tanagra,  whither  the  Athenians  presently  marched  with 
design  to  fight  them. 

Cimon,  also,  came  thither  armed,  and  ranged  himself 
among  those  of  his  own  tribe  which  was  the  Q^neis,  desir- 
ous of  fighting  with  the  rest  against  the  Spartans ;  but 
the  council  of  five  hundred  being  informed  of  this,  and 
•frighted  at  it,  his  adversaries  crying  out  he  would  dis- 
order the  army,  and  bring  the  Lacedtemonians  to  Athens, 
commanded  the  officers  not  to  receive  him.  Wherefore 
Cimon  left  the  army,  conjuring  Euthippus,  the  Anaphlys- 
tian,  and  the  rest  of  his  companions,  who  were  most  sus- 
pected as  favoring  the  Lacedsenionians,  to  behave  them- 
selves bravely  against  their  enemies,  and  by  their  actions 
make  their  innocence  evident  to  their  countrymen.  Tliese, 
being  in  all  a  hundred,  took  the  arms  of  Cimon,  and 
followed  his  advice;  and  making  a  body  by  themselves, 
fought  so  desperately  with  the  enemy,  that  they  were  all 
cut  off,  leaving  the  Athenians  deep  regret  for  the  loss  of 
such  brave  men,  and  repentance  for  having  so  unjustly 
suspected  them.  Accordingly,  they  did  not  long  retain 
their  severity  toward  Cimon,  partly  upon  remembrance  of 
his  former  services,  and  partly,  perhaps,  induced  by  the 
juncture  of  the  times.  For  being  defeated  at  Tanagra  in  a 
great  battle,  and  fearing  the  Peloponnesians  would  come 
upon  them  at  the  opening  of  the  spring,  they  recalled 
Cimon  by  a  decree,  of  which  Pericles  himself  was  author. 
So  reasonable  were  men's  resentments  in  those  times,  and 
»o  moderate  their  anger,  that  it  always  gave  way  to  the 
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public  good.  Even  ambition,  the  kast  governable  of  all 
human  passions,  could  then  yield  to  the  necessities  of  the 
State. 

Cimon,  as  soon  as  he  returned,  put  an  end  to  the  war, 
and  reconciled  the  two  cities.  Peace  tlius  established,  see- 
ing the  Athenians  impatient  of  being  idle,  and  eager  after 
the  honor  and  aggrandizement  of  A\  ar,  lest  they  should  set 
upon  the  Greeks  themselves,  or  with  so  many  sliips  oruis. 
ing  about  the  isles  and  Peloponnesus,  they  should  give 
occasions  to  intestine  wars,  or  complaints  of  their  allies 
against  them,  he  equipped  two  hundred  galleys,  with 
design  to  make  an  attempt  upon  Egypt  and  C'yprus  ;  pur- 
posing, by  this  means,  to  accustom  tlie  Atlienians  to  fight 
against  the  barbarians,  and  enrich  themselves  honestly  by 
spoiling  those  who  were  the  natural  enemies  to  Greece. 
But  when  all  things  were  prepared,  and  the  army  ready  to 
embark,  Cimon  had  this  dream.  It  seemed  to  him  that 
there  was  a  furious  bitch  barking  at  him,  and  mixed  with 
the  barking  a  kind  of  human  voice  uttered  these  words 

Come  on,  for  thou  shalt  shortly  be, 
A  pleasure  to  my  whelps  and  me. 

This  dream  was  hard  to  interpret,  yet  Astyphilus  of  Posi- 
donia,  a  man  skilled  in  divinations,  and  intimate  \\ith 
Cimon,  told  him  that  his  death  was  presaged  l)y  this  vision, 
which  he  thus  explained.  A  dog  is  enemy  to  him  he  barks 
at ;  and  one  is  always  most  a  pleasure  to  one's  enemies, 
when  one  is  dead  ;  the  mixture  of  human  voice  with  bark- 
ing signifies  the  Medes,  for  the  army  of  the  Medes  is  mixed 
up  of  Greeks  and  barbarians.  After  this  dream,  as  he  was 
sacrificing  to  Bacchus,  and  the  priest  cutting  up  the  victim, 
a  number  of  ants,  taking  up  the  congealed  particles  of  the 
blood,  laid  them  about  Cimon's  great  toe.  This  was  not  ob- 
served for  a  good  while,  but  at  the  very  time  when  Cimon 
spied  it,  the  priest  came  and  showed  him  the  liver  of  the  sac- 
rifice imperfect,  wanting  that  part  of  it  called  the  headi 
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But  he  could  not  then  recede  from  the  enterprise,  so  he  set 
sail.  Sixt}^  of  his  ships  he  sent  towards  Egypt ;  with  the 
rest  he  went  and  fought  the  king  of  Persia's  fleet,  composed 
of  Phoenician  and  Cilician  galleys,  recovered  all  the  cities 
thereabout,  and  threatened  Egypt ;  designing  no  less  than 
the  entire  ruin  of  the  Persian  empire.  And  the  rather, 
for  that  he  was  informed  Themistocles  was  in  great  repute 
among  the  barbarians,  having  promised  the  king  to  lead 
his  army,  whenever  he  should  make  war  upon  Greece. 
But  Themistocles,  it  is  said,  abandoning  all  hopes  of  com- 
passing his  designs,  very  much  out  of  the  despair  of  over- 
coming the  valor  and  good  fortune  of  Cimon,  died  a  volun- 
tary death.  Cimon,  intent  on  great  designs,  which  he  was 
now  to  enter  upon,  keeping  his  navy  about  the  isle  of 
Cyprus,  sent  messengers  to  consult  the  oracle  of  Jupiter 
Amnion  upon  some  secret  matter.  For  it  is  not  known 
about  what  they  were  sent,  and  the  god  Avould  give  them 
no  answer,  but  commanded  them  to  return  again,  for  that 
Cimon  was  already  with  him.  Hearing  this,  they  returned 
t»  sea,  and  as  soon  as  they  came  to  the  Grecian  army,  which 
was  then  about  Egypt,  they  understood  that  Cimon  was 
dead ;  and  computing  the  time  of  the  oracle,  they  found 
that  his  death  had  been  signified,  he  being  then  already 
with  the  gods. 

He  died,  some  say,  of  sickness,  while  besieging  Citium,  in 
Cyprus ;  according  to  others,  of  a  wound  he  received  in  a 
skirmish  with  the  barbarians.  When  he  perceived  he 
should  die,  he  commanded  those  under  his  charge  to  return, 
iind  by  no  means  to  let  the  news  of  his  death  be  known  by 
the  way ;  this  they  did  with  such  secrecy  that  they  all 
came  home  safe,  and  neither  their  enemies  nor  the  allies 
knew  what  had  happened.  Thus,  as  Phanodemus  relates, 
the  Grecian  army  was,  as  it  were,  conducted  by  Cimon  thirty 
days  after  he  was  dead.  But  after  his  death  there  was  not 
one  commander  among  the  Greeks  that  did  anything  con- 
siderable  against  the  barbarians,  and  instead  of  uniting 
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against  their  common  enemies,  tlie  popular  leaders  and 
partisans  of  war  animated  them  against  one  another  to 
that  degree,  that  none  could  interpose  their  good  offices  to 
reconcile  them.  And  while,  by  their  mutual  discord,  they 
ruined  the  power  of  Greece,  they  gave  the  Persians  time 
to  recover  breath,  and  repair  all  their  losses.  It  is  true, 
indeed,  Agesilaus  carried  the  arms  of  Greece  into  Asia,  hut 
it  was  a  long  time  after ;  there  were,  indeed,  some  brief 
appearances  of  a  war  against  the  king's  lieutenants  in  the 
maritime  provinces,  but  thej'  all  quickly  vanished ;  before 
be  could  perform  anything  of  moment,  he  was  recalled  by 
fresh  civil  dissensions  and  disturbances  at  home.  So  that 
he  was  forced  to  leave  the  Persian  king's  officers  to  impose 
what  tribute  they  pleased  on  the  Greek  cities  in  Asia,  the 
confederates  and  allies  of  the  Lacedseraonians.  Whereas,  in 
the  time  of  Cimon,  not  so  much  as  a  letter-carrier,  or  a 
single  horseman,  was  ever  seen  to  come  within  four  hun- 
dred furlongs  of  the  sea. 

The  monuments,  called  Cimonian  to  this  day,  in  Athens, 
show  that  his  remains  were  conveyed  home,  yet  the  in- 
habitants of  the  city  Citium  pay  particular  honor  to  a 
certain  tomb  which  they  call  the  tomb  of  Cimon,  accord- 
ing to  Nausicrates  the  rhetorician,  who  states  that  in  a  time 
of  famine,  when  the  crops  of  their  land  all  failed,  they  sent 
to  the  oracle,  which  commanded  them  not  to  forget  Cimon, 
but  give  Lim  the  honors  of  a  superior  being.  Such  was  the 
Greek  commander. 


LUCULLUS. 

LrrcTTLLTTs's  grandfather  had  been  consul ;  his  uncle  by 
the  mother's  side  was  Metellus,  surnamed  Numidicus.  As 
for  his  parents,  his  father  was  convicted  of  extortion,  and 
his  mother  Caecilia's  reputation  was  bad.    The  first  thing 
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that  Lucullus  did  before  ever  he  stood  for  any  office,  or 
meddled  with  the  affairs  of  State,  being  then  but  a  youth, 
was  to  accuse  the  accuser  of  his  father,  Servilius  the  augur, 
having  caught  him  in  offence  against  the  State.  This  thing 
was  much  taken  notice  of  among  tlie  Homans,  who  com- 
mended it  as  an  act  of  high  merit.  Even  without  the  provo- 
cation the  accusation  was  esteemed  no  unbecoming  aoti^n, 
for  they  delighted  to  see  young  men  as  eagerly  attacking  in- 
justice, as  good  dogs  do  wild  beasts.  But  when  great  animosi- 
ties ensued,  insomuch  that  some  were  wounded  and  killed  in 
the  fray,  Servilius  escaped.  Lucullus  followed  his  studies 
and  became  a  competent  speaker,  in  both  Greek  and  Latin, 
insomuch  that  Sylla,  when  composing  the  commentaries  of 
his  own  life  and  actions,  dedicated  them  to  him,  as  one  who 
could  have  performed  the  task  better  himself.  Plis  speech 
was  not  only  elegant  and  ready  for  purposes  of  mere  busi- 
ness, like  the  ordinary  oratory  which  will  in  the  public 
market-place, 

Lash  as  a  woundod  tunny  does  the  sea, 

but  on  every  other  occasion  shows  itself 

Dried  up  and  perished  with  the  want  of  -wit  ; 

but  even  in  his  younger  days  he  addicted  himself  to  the 
study,  simply  for  its  own  sake,  of  the  liberal  arts ;  and  when 
advanced  in  years,  after  a  life  of  conflicts,  he  gave  his  mind, 
as  it  were,  its  liberty,  to  enjoy  in  full  leisure  the  refresh- 
ment of  philosophy  ;  and  summoning  up  his  contemplative 
faculties,  administered  a  timely  check,  after  his  difference 
with  Pompey,  to  his  feelings  of  emulation  and  ambition. 
Besides  what  has  been  said  of  his  love  of  learning  already, 
one  instance  more  was,  that  in  his  youtli,  upon  a  suggestion 
of  writing  the  Marsian  war  in  Greek  and  Latin  verse  and 
prose,  arising  out  of  some  pleasantry  that  passed  into  a 
«erious  proposal,  he  agreed  with  Hortensius  the  lawyer  and 
Sisenna  the  historian,  that  he  would  take  his  lot ;  and  it 
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seems  that  the  lot  directed  him  to  the  Greek  tongue,  for  a 
Greek  history  of  that  war  is  st  ill  extant. 

Among  the  many  signs  of  the  great  love  which  he  bore 
to  his  brother  Marcus,  one  in  particular  is  commemorated 
by  the  Romans.  Though  he  was  elder  brother,  he  would 
not  step  into  authority  without  hira,  but  deferred  his  own 
advance  until  his  brother  was  qualified  to  bear  a  share 
with  him,  and  so  won  upon  the  people  as,  when  absent,  tc 
be  chosen  ^dile  with  him. 

He  gave  many  and  early  proofs  of  his  valor  and  conduct 
in  the  Marsian  war,  and  was  admired  by  Sylla  for  his  con- 
stancy and  mildness,  and  always  employed  in  affairs  of 
importance,  especially  in  the  mint ;  most  of  the  money  for 
carrying  on  the  Mithridatic  war  being  coined  by  hira  in 
Peloponnesus,  which,  by  the  soldiers'  wants,  was  brought 
into  rapid  circulation  and  long  continued  current  under 
the  name  of  Lucullean  coin.  After  this,  when  Sylla  con- 
quered Athens,  and  was  victorious  by  land,  but  found  the 
supplies  for  his  army  cut  off,  the  enemy  being  master  at 
sea,  Lucullus  was  the  man  whom  he  sent  into  Libya  and 
Egypt,  to  procure  him  shipping.  It  was  the  depth  of 
winter  when  he  ventured  with  but  three  small  Greek  ves- 
sels, and  as  many  Rhodian  galleys,  not  only  into  the  main 
sea,  but  also  among  multitudes  of  vessels  belonging  to  the 
enemies  who  were  cruising  about  as  absolute  masters.  Ar- 
riving at  Crete,  he  gained  it,  and  finding  the  Cyrenians 
harassed  by  long  tyrannies  and  wars,  he  composed  their 
troubles,  and  settled  their  government ;  putting  the  city  in 
mind  of  that  saying  which  Plato  once  had  oracularly 
littered  of  them,  who,  being  requested  to  prescribe  laws  to 
them,  and  mould  them  into  some  sound  form  of  govern- 
ment, made  answer  that  it  was  a  hard  thing  to  give  laws 
to  the  Cyrenians,  abounding,  as  they  did,  in  wealth  and 
plenty.  For  nothing  is  more  intractable  than  man  when 
in  felicity,  nor  anything  more  docile,  when  he  has  been 
reduced  and  humbled  by  fortune.    This  made  the  Gyre 


LUCULLUS. 


113 


Dians  so  willingly  submit  to  the  laws  which  Lucullus  im- 
posed  upon  them.  From  thence  sailing  into  Egypt,  and 
pressed  by  pirates,  he  lost  most  of  his  vessels ;  but  he  himself 
narrowly  escaping,  made  a  magnificent  enti-y  into  Alex- 
andria. The  whole  fleet,  a  compliment  due  only  to  royalty, 
met  him  in  full  array,  and  the  young  Ptolemy  showed 
wonderful  kindness  to  him,  appointing  him  lodging  and 
diet  in  the  palace,  where  no  foreign  commander  before  him 
had  been  received.  Besides,  he  gave  hira  gratuities  and 
presents,  not  such  as  were  usually  given  to  men  of  his 
condition,  but  four  times  as  much  ;  of  which,  however,  he 
took  nothing  more  than  served  his  necessity  and  accepted 
of  no  gift,  though  what  was  worth  eighty  talents  was 
offered  him.  It  is  reported  he  neither  went  to  see  Mem- 
phis, nor  any  of  the  celebrated  wonders  of  Egypt.  It  was 
for  a  man  of  no  business  and  much  curiosity  to  see  such 
things,  not  for  him  who  had  left  his  commander  in  the 
field  lodging  under  the  ramparts  of  his  enemies. 

Ptolemy,  fearing  the  issue  of  that  war,  deserted  the  con- 
federacy, but  nevertheless  sent  a  convoy  with  him  as  far  as 
Cyprus,  and  at  parting,  with  much  ceremony,  wishing  hira 
a  good  voyage,  gave  him  a  very  precious  emerald  set  in 
gold.  Lucullus  at  first  refused  it,  but  when  the  king 
showed  him  his  own  likeness  cut  upon  it,  he  thought  he 
could  not  persist  in  a  denial,  for  had  he  parted  with 
such  open  offence,  it  might  have  endangered  his  passage. 
Drawing  a  considerable  squadron  together,  which  he  sum- 
moned as  he  sailed  by  out  of  all  the  maritime  towns  except 
those  suspected  of  piracy,  he  sailed  for  Cyprus ;  and 
there  understanding  that  the  enemy  lay  in  wait  under 
the  promontories  for  him,  he  laid  up  his  fleet,  and 
sent  to  the  cities  to  send  in  provisions  for  his  wintering 
among  them.  But  when  time  served,  he  launched  his 
ships  suddenly,  and  went  off,  and  hoisting  all  his  sails  in 
the  night,  while  he  kept  them  down  in  the  day,  thus  came 
'aafe  to  Rhodes.    Being  furnished  with  ships  at  Rhodes,  he 
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also  prevailed  upon  the  inhabitants  of  Cos  and  Cnidus,  to 
leave  the  king's  side,  and  join  in  an  expedition  against  the 
Saniians.  Out  of  Chios  he  himself  diove  the  king's  party, 
and  set  the  Colophonians  at  liberty,  having  seized  Epigonus 
the  tyrant,  who  oppressed  them. 

About  this  time  Mithridates  left  Perganius,  and  retired 
to  Pitane,  where  being  closely  besieged  by  Fimbria  on  the 
land,  and  not  daring  to  engage  with  so  bold  and  victorious 
a  commander,  he  was  concerting  means  for  escape  by  sea, 
and  sent  for  all  his  fleets  from  every  quarter  to  attend 
him.  Which  when  Fimbria  perceived,  having  no  ships  of 
his  own,  he  sent  to  TaicuIIus,  entreating  him  to  assist  him 
with  his,  in  subduing  the  most  odious  and  warlike  of  kings, 
lest  the  opportunity  of  humbling  Mithridates,  the  prize 
which  the  Romans  had  pursued  with  so  much  blood  and 
trouble,  should  now  at  last  be  lost,  when  he  was  within 
the  net,  and  easily  to  be  taken.  And  were  he  caught,  no 
one  would  be  more  highly  commended  than  Lucullus,  wlio 
stopped  his  passage  and  seized  him  in  his  flight.  Being 
driven  from  the  land  by  the  one,  and  met  in  the  sea  by  the 
other,  he  would  give  matter  of  renown  and  glory  to  them 
both,  and  the  much  applauded  actions  of  Sylla  at  Orcho- 
menus  and  about  Chaeronea  would  no  longer  be  thought  of 
by  the  Romans.  The  proposal  was  no  unreasonable  thmg; 
it  being  obvious  to  all  men,  that  if  Lucullus  had  hearkened  to 
Fimbria,  and  with  his  navy,  which  was  then  near  at  hand, 
had  blocked  up  the  haven,  the  war  soon  had  been  brought 
to  an  end,  and  infinite  numbers  of  mischiefs  prevented 
thereby.  But  he,  whether  from  the  sacredness  of  friend- 
ship between  himself  and  Sylla,  reckoning  all  other  con- 
siderations of  public  or  of  private  advantage  inferior  to  it, 
or  out  of  detestation  of  the  wickedness  of  Fimbria,  whom 
he  abhorred  for  advancing  himself  by  the  late  death  of  his 
friend  and  the  general  of  the  army,  or  by  a  divine  fortune 
sparing  Mithridates  then,  that  he  miglit  have  him  an 
adversary  for  a  time  to  come,  for  whatever  reason,  refu8e4 
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to  comply,  and  suffered  Mithridates  to  escape  and  laugh 
at  the  attempts  of  Fimbria.  He  himself  alone  first,  near 
Lectum,  in  Troas,  in  a  sea-fight,  overcame  the  king's  ships ; 
and  afterwards,  discovering  Xeoptolemus  lying  in  wait  for 
liim  near  Tenedos,  with  a  greater  fleet,  he  went  aboard  a 
Rhodian  quinquereme  galley,  commanded  by  Damagoras, 
a  man  of  great  experience  at  sea,  and  friendly  to  the 
Romans,  and  sailed  before  the  rest.  Xeoptolemus  made 
up  furiously  at  him,  and  commanded  the  mastei-,  with  all 
imaginable  might,  to  charge ;  but  Damagoras,  fearing  the 
bulk  and  massy  stem  of  the  admiral,  thought  it  dangerous  to 
meet  him  prow  to  prow,  and,  rapidly  wheeling  round,  bid 
his  men  back  water,  and  so  received  hini  astern;  in  which 
place,  though  violently  borne  upon,  he  received  no  manner 
of  harm,  the  blow  being  defeated  by  falling  on  those  parts 
of  the  ship  which  lay  under  water.  By  which  time,  the 
rest  of  the  fleet  coming  up  to  him,  Lucullus  gave  order  to 
turn  again,  and  vigorously  falling  vv<-n  the  enemy,  put 
them  to  flight,  and  pursued  Xeoptolenuis.  After  this  he 
came  to  Sylla,  in  Chersonesus,  as  he  was  preparing  to  pass 
the  strait,  and  brought  timely  assistance  for  the  safe  trans- 
portation of  the  army. 

Peace  being  presently  made,  Mithridates  sailed  off  to  the 
Euxine  sea,  but  Sylla  taxed  the  inhabitants  of  Asia  twenty 
thousand  talents,  and  ordered  Lucullus  to  gather  and  coin 
the  money.  And  it  was  no  small  comfort  to  the  cities 
under  Sylla's  severity,  that  a  man  of  not  only  incorrupt  and 
just  behavior,  but  also  of  moderation,  should  be  employed 
in  so  heavy  and  odious  an  office.  The  Mitylenseans,  wht 
absolutely  revolted,  he  was  willing  should  return  to  their 
duty,  and  submit  to  a  moderate  penalty  for  the  offence  they 
had  given  in  the  case  of  Marius.  But  finding  them  bent  upon 
their  own  destruction,  he  came  up  to  them,  defeated  them 
at  sea,  blocked  them  up  in  their  city  and  besieged  them ; 
then  sailing  off  from  them  openly  in  the  day  to  Elsea,  ho 
letumed  privately,  and  posting  an  ambush  near  the  city, 
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la}'  quiet  himself.  And  on  the  ^[itylenfpans  coming  ou 
eagerly  and  in  disorder  to  plunder  the  deserted  camp,  h 
fell  upon  them,  took  many  of  them,  and  slew  five  hundred 
who  stood  upon  their  defence.  lie  gained  six  thousani 
slaves,  and  a  very  rich  booty. 

He  was  no  way  engaged  in  the  great  and  general  trouble 
of  Italy  which  Sylla  and  3Iarius  created,  a  happy  providenc 
at  that  time  detaining  him  in  .Vsia  upon  business.  He  wa 
as  much  in  Sylla's  favor,  however,  as  any  of  his  othe 
friends;  Sylla,  as  was  said  before,  dedicated  his  IMemoirsti 
him  as  a  token  of  kindness,  and  at  his  death,  passing  b' 
Pompey,  made  him  guardian  to  his  son ;  which  seems,  indeed 
to  have  been  the  rise  of  the  quarrel  and  jealousy  betweei 
them  two,  being  both  young  men,  and  passionate  for  lionoT 

A  little  after  Sylla's  death,  he  was  made  consul  witl 
Marcus  Cotta,  about  the  one  hundred  and  seventy-sixtl 
Olympiad.  The  Mithridatic  war  being  then  under  debate 
Marcus  declared  that  it  was  not  finished,  but  only  respitec 
for  a  time,  and  therefore,  upon  choice  of  provinces,  the  lol 
falling  to  LucuUus  to  have  Gaul  within  the  Alps,  a  provincf 
where  no  great  action  was  to  be  done,  he  was  ill-pleased 
But  chiefly,  the  success  of  Pompey  in  Spain  fretted  him,  as 
with  the  renown  he  got  there,  if  the  Spanish  war  wen 
finished  in  time,  he  was  likely  to  be  chosen  general  before 
any  one  else  against  Mithridates.  So  that  when  Pompej 
sent  for  money,  and  signified  by  letter  that,  unless  it  were 
sent  him,  he  would  leave  the  country  and  Sertorius,  and 
bring  his  forces  home  to  Italy,  Lucullus  most  zealously 
supported  his  request,  to  prevent  any  pretence  of  his  re- 
turning home  during  his  own  consulship;  for  all  things 
would  have  been  at  his  disposal,  at  the  head  of  so  great  an 
army.  For  Cethegus,  the  most  influential  popular  leader 
at  that  time,  owing  to  his  always  both  acting  and  speaking 
to  please  the  people,  had,  as  it  happened,  a  hatred  to  Lu^ 
cuUus,  who  had  not  concealed  his  disgust  at  his  debauched, 
uisolent,  and  lawless  life.    Lucullus,  therefore,  was  at  oues 
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warfare  -with  him.  And  Lucius  Quintius,  aiso,  another 
demagogue,  who  was  taking  steps  against  Sylla's  constitu- 
tion,  and  endeavoring  to  put  things  out  of  order,  by  private 
exhortations  and  public  admonitions  he  checked  in  his 
designs,  and  repressed  his  ambition,  wisely  and  safely 
remedying  a  great  evil  at  the  very  outset. 

At  this  time  news  came  that  Octavius,  the  governor  of 
Cilicia,  was  dead,  and  many  were  eager  for  the  place,  court- 
ing Cethegus,  as  the  man  best  able  to  serve  them.  Lucullus 
set  little  value  upon  Cilicia  itself,  no  otherwise  than  as  he 
thought,  by  his  acceptance  of  it,  no  other  man  besides  him- 
self might  be  employed  in  the  war  against  Mithridates,  by 
reason  of  its  nearness  to  Cappadocia.  This  made  him  strain 
every  effort  that  that  province  might  be  allotted  to  him- 
self, and  to  none  other;  which  led  him  at  last  into  an 
expedient  not  so  honest  or  commendable,  as  it  was  service- 
able for  compassing  his  design,  submitting  to  necessity 
against  his  own  inclination.  There  was  one  Prsecia,  a 
celebrated  wit  and  beauty,  but  in  other  respects  nothing 
better  than  an  ordinary  harlot ;  who,  however,  to  the  charms 
of  her  person  adding  the  reputation  of  one  that  loved 
and  served  her  friends,  by  making  use  of  those  who  visited 
her  to  assist  their  designs  and  promote  their  interests,  had 
thus  gained  great  power.  She  had  seduced  Cethegus,  the 
first  man  at  that  time  in  reputation  and  authority  of  all  the 
city,  and  enticed  him  to  her  love,  and  so  had  made  all  author- 
ity follow  her.  For  nothing  of  moment  was  done  in  which 
Cethegus  was  not  concerned,  and  nothing  by  Cethegus 
without  Prsecia.  This  woman  Lucullus  gained  to  his  side 
by  gifts  and  flattery  (and  a  great  price  it  was  in  itself  to  so 
stately  and  magnificent  a  dame,  to  be  seen  engaged  in  the 
same  cause  with  Lucullus),  and  thus  he  presently  found 
Cethegus  his  friend,  using  his  utmost  interest  to  procure 
Cilicia  for  him ;  which  when  once  obtained,  there  was  no 
more  need  of  applying  himself  either  oi  Prsecia,  or  Cethegus ; 
for  all  unanimously  voted  him  to  the  Mithridatic  war,  by  no 
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hands  likely  to  be  so  successfully  managed  as  his.  Pompej 
was  still  contending  Sertorius,  and  ^Metellus  by  age 

unfit  for  service ;  which  two  alone  were  the  competitors 
who  could  prefer  any  claim  with  Lucullus  for  that  com- 
mand. Cotta,  his  colleague,  after  much  ado  in  the  senate, 
was  sent  away  with  a  fleet  to  guard  the  Propontis,  and 
defend  Bithynia. 

Lucullus  carried  with  him  a  legion  under  his  own  orders, 
and  crossed  over  into  ^Vsia  and  took  the  command  of  the 
forces  there,  composed  of  men  who  were  all  thoroughly 
disabled  by  dissoluteness  and  rapine,  and  the  Finibrians, 
as  they  were  called,  utterly  unmanageable  by  long  want  of 
any  sort  of  discipline.  For  these  were  they  Avho  under 
Fimbria  had  slain  Flaccus,  the  consul  and  general,  and 
afterwards  betrayed  Fimbria  to  Sylla ;  a  wilful  and  lawless 
set  of  men,  but  warlike,  expert  and  hardy  in  the  field.  Lu- 
cullus in  a  short  time  took  down  the  courage  of  these,  and 
disciplined  the  others,  who  then  first,  in  all  probability, 
knew  what  a  true  commander  and  governor  was ;  whereas 
in  former  times  they  had  been  courted  to  service,  and  took 
up  arms  at  nobody's  command,  but  their  own  wills. 

The  enemy's  provisions  for  war  stood  thus :  Mithridates, 
like  the  Sophists,  boastful  and  haughty  at  first,  set  upon 
the  Romans,  with  a  very  inefficient  army,  such,  indeed,  as 
made  a  good  show,  but  was  nothing  for  use ;  but  being 
shamefully  routed,  and  taught  a  lesson  for  a  second  engage- 
ment, he  reduced  his  forces  to  a  proper,  serviceable  shape. 
Dispensing  with  the  mixed  multitudes,  and  the  noisy  men- 
aces of  barbarous  tribes  of  various  languages,  and  with  the 
ornaments  of  gold  and  precious  stones,  a  greater  temptation 
to  the  victors  than  security  to  the  bearers,  he  gave  his 
men  broad  swords  like  the  Romans',  and  massy  shields ; 
chose  horses  better  for  service  than  show,  drew  up  an 
hundred  and  twenty  thousand  foot  in  the  figure  of  the 
Roman  phalanx,  and  had  sixteen  thousand  horse,  besides 
chariots  armed  with  scythes,  no  less  than  a  hundred  Be^ 
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sides  which,  he  set  out  a  fleet  not  at  all  cumbered  with  gilded 
cabins,  luxurious  baths,  and  women's  furniture,  but  stored 
with  weapons  and  darts,  and  other  necessaries,  and  thus 
made  a  descent  upon  Bithynia.  Not  only  did  these  parts 
willingly  receive  him  again,  but  almost  all  Asia  regarded 
him  as  their  salvation  from  tlie  intolerable  miseries  which 
they  were  sulfering  from  the  Roman  money-lenders  and 
revenue  farmers.  These,  afterwards,  who  like  harpies  stole 
away  their  very  nourishment,  Lucullus  drove  away,  and  at 
this  time,  by  reproving  them,  did  what  he  could  to  make 
them  more  moderate,  and  to  prevent  a  general  secession, 
then  breaking  out  in  all  parts.  While  Lucullus  was 
detained  in  rectifying  these  matters,  Cotta,  finding  affairs 
ripe  for  action,  prepared  for  battle  with  Mithridates ;  and 
news  coming  from  all  hands  that  Lucullus  had  already 
entered  Phrygia,  on  his  march  against  the  enemy,  he, 
thinking  he  had  a  triumph  all  but  actually  in  his  hands, 
lest  his  colleague  should  share  in  the  glory  of  it,  hasted  to 
battle  without  him.  But  being  routed,  both  by  sea  and 
land,  he  lost  sixty  ships  with  their  men,  and  four  thousand 
foot,  and  himself  was  forced  into  and  besieged  in  Chalcedon, 
there  waiting  for  relief  from  Lucullus,  There  were  those 
about  Lucullus  who  would  have  had  him  leave  Cotta,  and 
go  forward,  in  hope  of  surprising  the  defenceless  kingdom 
of  Mithridates.  And  this  was  the  feeling  of  the  soldiers  in 
general,  who  were  indignant  that  Cotta  should  by  his  ill- 
counsel  not  only  lose  his  own  army,  but  hinder  them  also 
from  conquest,  which  at  that  time,  without  the  hazard  of 
a  battle,  they  might  have  obtained.  But  Lucullus,  in  a 
public  address,  declared  to  them  that  he  would  rather  save 
one  citizen  from  the  enemy,  than  be  master  of  all  that 
they  had. 

Archelaus,  the  former  commander  in  Boeotia  under  Mith- 
ridates, who  afterwards  deserted  him  and  accompanied  the 
Romans,  protested  to  Lucullus  that,  upon  his  bare  coming, 
he  would  possass  himself  of  all  Pontus.    But  he  answered. 
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that  it  did  not  become  Liui  to  be  more  cowardly  than  hunts, 
men,  to  leave  tl.e  wild  fjeasts  abroad  and  seek  after  sport 
in  their  deserted  dens.    Having  so  said,  he  made  towards 
Mithridates  with  thirty  thousand  foot  and  two  thousand 
five  hundred  horse.   But  on  being  come  in  sight  of  his  ene- 
mies, he  was  astonished  at  their  numbers,  and  thought  to 
forbear  fighting,  and  wear  out  time.    But  Marius,  whom 
Seitorius  had  sent  out  of  Spain  to  Mithridates  with  forces 
under  him,  stepping  out  and  challenging  him,  he  prepared 
for  battle.    In  the  very  instant  before  joining  battle,  with- 
out any  perceptible  alteration  preceding,  on  a  sudden  the 
sky  opened,  and  a  large  luminous  body  fell  down  in  the 
midst  between  the  armies,  in  shape  like  a  hogshead,  but  in 
color  like  melted  silver,  insomuch  that  both  armies  in  alarm 
withdrew.    This  wonderful  prodigy  happened  in  Phrygia, 
near  Otryse,   LucuUus  after  this  began  to  think  with  him- 
self that  no  human  power  and  wealth  could  suflSce  to  sus- 
tain such  great  numbers  as  Mithridates  had,  for  any  long 
time  in  the  face  of  an  enemy,  and  commanded  one  of  the 
captives  to  be  brought  before  him,  and  first  of  all  asked 
him  how  many  companions  had  been  quartered  with  hiiu 
and  how  much  provision  he  had  left  behind  him,  and  when 
he  had  answered  him,  commanded  him  to  stand  aside; 
then  asked  a  second  and  a  third  the  same  question ;  after 
which,  comparing  the  quantity  of  provision  with  the  men, 
he  found  that  in  three  or  four  days'  time  his  enemies 
would  be  brought  to  want.    This  all  the  more  determined 
hhn  to  trust  to  time,  and  he  took  measures  to  store  his 
camp  with  all  sorts  of  provision,  and  thus  living  in  plenty, 
trusted  to  watch  the  necessities  of  his  hungry  enemy. 

This  made  Mithridates  set  out  against  the  Cyzicenians, 
miserably  shattered  in  the  fight  at  Chalcedon,  where  they 
lost  no  less  than  three  thousand  citizens  and  ten  ships. 
And  that  he  might  the  safer  steal  away  unobserved  by 
Lucullus,  immediately  after  supper,  by  the  help  of  a  dark 
and  wet  night,  he  went  off,  and  by  the  morning  gained  the 
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neighborhood  of  the  city,  and  sat  down  with  his  forces 
upon  tlie  Adrastean  mount.  Lucullus,  on  finding  him  gone, 
pursued,  but  was  well  pleased  not  to  overtake  him  with 
his  own  forces  in  disorder ;  and  he  sat  down  near  what  is 
called  the  Thracian  village,  an  admirable  position  for  com- 
manding all  the  roads  and  the  places  whence,  and  through 
which,  the  provisions  for  Mithridates's  camp  must  of  ne- 
cessity come.  And  judging  now  of  the  event,  he  no  longer 
kept  his  mind  from  his  soldiers,  but  when  the  camp  was 
fortified  and  their  woik  finished,  called  them  together, 
and  with  great  assurance  told  them  that  in  a  few  days, 
witliout  the  expense  of  blood,  he  would  give  them  victory. 

Mithridates  besieged  the  Cyzicenians  with  ten  camps 
by  land,  and  with  his  ships  ot  eiipied  the  strait  that  was 
betwixt  their  city  and  the  mainland,  and  so  blocked  them 
up  on  all  sides ;  tliey,  however,  were  fully  prepared  stoutly 
to  receive  him,  and  resolved  to  endure  the  utmost  extrem- 
ity, rather  ttfin  forsake  the  liomans.  That  which  troubled 
them  most  was,  that  they  knew  not  ^^  here  Lucullus  was, 
andheara  jiotning  of  him,  though  at  that  time  his  army 
was  visible  before  them.  But  they  were  imposed  upon  by  the 
Mithridatians,  who,  showing  them  the  Romans  encamped 
on  the  hills,  said,  "  Do  ye  see  those  ?  those  are  the  auxiliary 
Armenians  and  Medes,  whom  Tigi  anes  has  sent  to  Mithri- 
dates." They  were  thus  overwhelmed  with  thinking  of 
the  vast  numbers  round  them,  and  could  not  believe  any 
way  of  relief  was  left  them,  even  if  Lucullus  should  come 
up  to  their  assistance.  Demonax,  a  messenger  sent  in  by 
Archelaus,  was  the  first  who  told  them  of  LucuUus's  arrival ; 
but  they  disbelieved  his  report,  and  thought  he  came  with 
a  story  invented  merely  to  encourage  them.  At  which 
time  it  happened  that  a  boy,  a  prisoner  who  had  run  away 
from  the  enemy,  was  brought  before  them ;  who,  being 
asked  where  Lucullus  was,  laughed  at  their  jesting,  as 
he  thought,  but,  finding  them  in  earnest,  with  his  finger 
pointed  to  the  Roman  camp  ;  upon  which  they  took  cour- 
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age.  The  lake  Dascylitis  was  navigated  with  vessels  o! 
some  little  size ;  one,  the  biggest  of  them,  LucuUus  drevi 
ashore,  and  canying  her  across  in  a  wagon  to  the  sea 
filled  her  with  soldiers,  who,  sailing  along  unseen  in  th« 
dead  of  the  night,  came  safe  into  the  city. 

The  gods  themselves,  too,  in  admiration  of  the  constancj 
of  the  Cyzicenians,  seems  to  have  animated  them  with  manl 
fest  signs,  more  especially  now  in  the  festival  of  Proserpine 
where  a  black  heifer  being  wanting  for  sacrifice,  they  sup. 
plied  it  by  a  figure  made  of  dough,  which  they  set  before 
the  altar.  But  the  holy  heifer  set  apart  for  the  goddess, 
and  at  that  time  grazing  with  the  other  herds  of  the  Cyzi- 
cenians on  the  other  side  of  the  strait,  left  the  herd  and 
swam  over  to  the  city  alone,  and  offered  herself  for  sacri- 
fice. By  night,  also,  the  goddess  appearing  to  Aristagoras, 
the  town  clerk,  "  I  am  come,"  said  she,  "  and  have  brought 
the  Libyan  piper  against  the  Pontic  trumpeter ;  bid  the  citi- 
zens, therefore,  be  of  good  courage."  While  the  Cyzicen- 
ians were  wondering  what  the  words  could  mean,  a  sudden 
wind  sprung  up  and  caused  a  considerable  motion  on  the 
sea.  The  king's  battering  engines,  the  wonderful  contriv- 
ance of  Niconides  of  Thessaly,  then  under  the  walls,  by  their 
cracking  and  rattling  soon  demonstrated  what  would  follow; 
after  which  an  extraordinarily  tempestuous  south  wind  suc- 
ceeding shattered,  in  a  short  space  of  time,  all  the  rest  of 
the  w^orks,  and,  by  a  violent  concussion,  threw  down  the 
wooden  tower  a  hundred  cubits  high.  It  is  said  that  in 
Ilium  Minerva  appeared  to  many  that  night  in  their  sleep, 
with  the  sweat  running  down  her  person,  and  showed  them 
her  robe  torn  in  one  place,  telling  them  that  she  had  just 
arrived  from  relieving  the  Cyzicenians;  and  the  inhabitants 
to  this  day  show  a  monument,  with  an  inscription  including' 
a  public  decree,  referring  to  the  fact.  ' 

Mithridates,  through  the  knavery  of  his  officers,  not 
knowing  for  some  time  the  want  of  provision  in  his  camp,i 
was  troubled  in  mind  that  the  Cyzicenians  sliouid  hold  out 
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against  him.  But  his  ambition  and  anger  fell,  when  he 
saw  his  soldiers  in  the  extremity  of  want,  and  feeding  on 
man's  flesh ;  as,  in  truth,  Lucullus  was  not  carrying  on  the 
war  as  mere  matter  of  show  and  stage-play,  but,  according 
to  the  proverb,  made  the  seat  of  war  in  the  belly,  and  did 
everything  to  cut  off  their  supplies  of  food.  Mithridates, 
therefore,  took  advantage  of  the  time  while  Lucullus  was 
storming  a  fort,  and  sent  away  almost  all  his  horse  to  Bi- 
tliynia,  with  the  sumpter  cattle,  and  as  many  of  the  foot  as 
were  unfit  for  service.  On  intelligence  of  which,  Lucullus, 
while  it  was  yet  night,  came  to  his  camp,  and  in  the  morn- 
ing, though  it  was  stormy  weather,  took  with  him  ten 
cohorts  of  foot,  and  the  horse,  and  pursued  them  under 
falling  snow  and  in  cold  so  severe  that  many  of  his  soldiers 
were  unable  to  proceed ;  and  with  the  rest  coming  upon  the 
enemy,  near  the  river  Rhyndacus,  he  ovei'threw  them  with 
so  great  a  slaughter  that  the  very  women  of  Apollonia  came 
out  to  seize  on  the  booty  and  strip  the  slain.  Great  num- 
bers, as  we  may  suppose,  were  slain  ;  six  thousand  horses 
were  taken,  with  an  infinite  number  of  beasts  of  burden, 
and  no  less  than  fifteen  thousand  men.  All  which  he  led 
along  by  the  enemy's  camp.  I  cannot  but  wonder  on  this 
occasion  at  Sallust,  who  says  that  this  was  the  first  time 
camels  were  seen  by  the  Romans,  as  if  he  thought  those 
who,  long  before,  under  Scipio  defeated  Antiochus,  or 
those  who  lately  had  fought  against  Archelaus  near  Orcho- 
nienus  and  Chseronea,  had  not  known  what  a  camel  was. 
Mithridates  himself,  fully  determined  upon  flight,  as  mere 
delays  and  diversions  for  Lucullus,  sent  his  admiral  Aris- 
tonicus  to  the  Greek  sea ;  who,  however,  was  betrayed  in  the 
very  instant  of  going  off,  and  Lucullus  became  master  of  him, 
and  ten  thousand  pieces  of  gold  which  he  was  carrying  with 
him  to  corrupt  some  of  the  Roman  army.  After  which, 
Mithridates  himself  made  for  the  sea,  leaving  the  foot  offi- 
cers to  conduct  the  army,  upon  whom  Lucullus  fell,  near 
the  river  Granicus,  where  he  took  a  vast  number  alive,  and 
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Slew  twenty  thousand.  It  is  reported  that  the  total  numbei 
killed,  of  fighting  men  and  of  others  who  followed  the  camp, 
amounted  to  something  not  far  short  of  three  hundred 
thousand. 

Lucullus  first  went  to  Cyzicus,  where  lie  was  received 
with  all  the  joy  and  gratitude  suiting  the  occasion,  and 
then  collected  a  navy,  visiting  the  shores  of  the  Hellespont. 
And  arriving  at  Troas,  he  lodged  in  the  temple  of  N'enus, 
where,  in  the  night,  he  thought  he  saw  the  goddess  coming 
to  him,  and  saying, 

Sleep'st  thou,  great  Uon,  when  the  fawns  are  nigh  ? 

Kising  up  hereupon,  he  called  his  friends  to  him,  it  being 
yet  night,  and  told  them  his  vision  ;  at  which  instant  some 
Ilians  came  up  and  acquainted  him  that  thirteen  of  the 
king's  quinqueremes  were  seen  off  the  Achaean  harbor,  sail- 
ing for  Lernnos.  He  at  once  put  to  sea,  took  these,  and 
slew  their  admiral  Isidorus.  And  then  he  made  after  an- 
other squadron,  who  were  just  come  into  port,  and  were 
hauling  their  vessels  ashore,  but  fought  from  the  decks, 
and  sorely  galled  Lucullus's  men  ;  there  being  neither  room 
to  sail  round  them,  nor  to  bear  upon  them  for  any  damage, 
his  ships  being  afloat,  while  theirs  stood  secure  and  fixed 
on  the  sand.  After  much  ado,  at  tiie  only  landing-place  of 
the  island,  he  disembarked  the  choicest  of  his  men,  who, 
falling  upon  the  enemy  behind,  killed  some,  and  forced 
others  to  cut  their  cables,  and  thus  making  from  the  shore, 
they  fell  foul  upon  one  another,  or  came  within  the  reach 
of  Lucullus's  fleet.  Many  were  killed  in  the  action.  Among 
the  captives  was  Marius,  the  commander  sent  by  Sertorius, 
who  had  but  one  eye.  And  it  was  Lucullus's  strict  com- 
mand to  his  men  before  the  engagement,  that  they  should 
kill  no  man  who  had  but  one  eye,  that  he  might  rather  die 
under  disgrace  and  reproach. 

This  being  over,  he  hastened  his  pursuit  after  Mitlni- 
dates,  whom  he  hoped  to  still  find  ia  Bithynia,  intercepted 
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by  Voconius,  whora  he  sCTit  out  before  to  Nicomedia  with 
part  of  the  fleet,  to  stop  his  flight.  But  Voconius,  loitering 
'n  Samothrace  to  get  initiated  and  celebrate  a  feast,  let  slip 
his  opportunity,  Mithridates  being  passed  by  with  all  his 
fleet.  He,  hastening  into  Pontus  before  Lucullus  should 
come  up  to  him,  was  caught  in  a  storm,  which  dispersed 
his  fleet  and  sunk  several  ships.  The  wreck  floated  on  all 
tbe  neighboring  shore  for  many  days  after.  The  merchant 
ship,  in  which  he  himself  was,  could  not  well  in  that  heavy 
swell  be  brought  ashore  by  the  masters  for  its  bigness,  and 
,'t  being  heavy  with  water  and  ready  to  sink,  he  left  it  and 
went  aboard  a  pirate  vessel,  delivering  himself  into  the 
hands  of  pirates,  and  thus  unexpectedly  and  wonderfully 
came  safe  to  Heraclea,  in  Pontus. 

Thus  the  proud  language  Lucullus  had  used  to  the 
senate,  ended  without  any  mischance.  For  they  having 
decreed  him  three  thousand  talents  to  furnish  out  a  navy, 
he  himself  was  against  it,  and  sent  them  word  that  without 
any  such  great  and  costly  supplies,  by  the  confederate 
shipping  alone,  he  did  not  in  the  least  doubt  but  to  rout 
Mithridates  from  the  sea.  And  so  he  did,  by  divine  assist- 
ance, for  it  is  said  that  the  wrath  of  Diana  of  Priapus 
brought  the  great  tempest  upon  the  men  of  Pontus, 
because  they  had  robbed  her  temple,  and  removed  her 
image. 

Many  were  persuading  Lucullus  to  defer  the  war,  but  he 
rejected  their  counsel,  and  marched  through  Bithynia  and 
Galatia  into  the  king's  country,  in  such  great  scarcity  of 
provision  at  first,  that  thirty  thousand  Galatians  followed, 
every  man  carrying  a  bushel  of  wheat  at  his  back.  But 
subduing  all  in  his  progress  before  him,  he  at  last  found 
himself  in  such  great  plenty  that  an  ox  was  sold  in  the 
camp  for  a  single  drachma,  and  a  slave  for  four.  The  other 
booty  they  made  no  account  of,  but  left  it  behind  or  de- 
stroyed it ;  there  being  no  disposing  of  it,  where  all  had 
iuch  abundance.    But  when  they  had  made  frequent  in- 
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cursions  with  their  cavalry,  and  had  advanced  as  far  as 
Themiscyra,  and  tlie  plains  of  tlie  Therniodon,  merely  lay- 
ing  waste  the  country  before  them,  they  began  to  find 
fault  with  Lucullus,  asking  "why  he  took  so  many  towns 
by  surrender,  and  never  one  by  storm,  which  might  er.rich 
them  with  the  plunder  ?  and  now,  forsooth,  leaving  An.isus 
behind,  a  rich  and  wealthy  city,  of  easy  conquest,  if  closely 
besieged,  he  will  carry  us  into  the  Tibarenian  and  Chaldean 
wilderness,  to  fight  with  Mithridates."  Lucullus,  little 
thinking  this  would  be  of  such  dangerous  consequence  as 
it  afterwards  proved,  took  no  notice  and  slighted  it ;  and 
was  rather  anxious  to  excuse  himself  to  those  who  blamed 
his  tardiness,  in  losing  time  about  small,  pitiful  places  not 
worth  the  while,  and  allowing  Mithridates  opportunity  to 
recruit.  "  That  is  what  I  design,"  said  he,  "  and  sit  here 
contriving  by  my  delay,  that  he  may  grow  great  again,  and 
gather  a  considerable  army,  which  may  induce  him  to 
stand,  and  not  fly  away  before  us.  For  do  you  not  see  the 
wide  and  unknown  wilderness  behind  ?  Caucasus  is  not 
far  off,  and  a  multitude  of  vast  mountains,  enough  to  con- 
ceal ten  thousand  kings  that  wished  to  avoid  a  battle. 
Besides  this,  a  journey  but  of  few  days  leads  from  Cabira 
to  Armenia,  where  Tigranes  reigns,  king  of  kings,  and  holds 
in  his  hands  a  power  that  has  enabled  him  to  keep  tbe 
Parthians  in  narrow  bounds,  to  remove  Greek  cities  bodily 
into  Media,  to  conquer  Syria  and  Palestine,  to  put  to  death 
the  kings  of  the  royal  line  of  Seleucus,  and  carry  away 
their  wives  and  daughters  by  violence.  This  same  is  rela- 
tion and  son-in-law  to  Mithridates,  and  cannot  but  receive 
him  upon  entreaty,  and  enter  into  war  with  us  to  defend 
him  ;  so  that,  while  we  endeavor  to  dispose  Mithridates, 
we  shall  endanger  the  bringing  in  of  Tigranes  against  us, 
who  already  has  sought  occasion  to  fall  out  with  us,  but 
can  never  find  one  so  justifiable  as  the  succor  of  a  friend 
and  prince  in  his  necessity.  Why,  thei-efore,  should  we 
put  Mithridates  upon  this  resource,  who  as  yet  does  not 
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see  how  he  may  best  fight  with  us,  and  disdains  to  stoop  to 
Tigranes ;  and  not  rather  allow  him  time  to  gather  a  ne\v 
army  and  grow  confident  again,  that  we  may  thus  fight 
with  Colchians  and  Tibarenians,  whom  we  have  often 
defeated  already,  and  not  with  Medes  and  Armenians." 

Upon  these  motives,  Lucullus  sat  down  before  Amisus, 
and  slowly  carried  on  the  siege.  But  the  winter  being  Avell 
spent,  he  left  Murena  in  charge  of  it,  and  went  himself 
against  Mithridates,  then  rendezvousing  at  Cabira,  and 
resolving  to  await  the  Romans,  with  forty  thousand  foot 
about  him,  and  fourteen  thousand  horse,  on  whom  he 
chiefly  confided.  Passing  the  river  Lycus,  he  challenged 
the  Romans  into  the  plains,  where  the  cavalry  engaged, 
and  the  Romans  were  beaten.  Pomponius,  a  man  of  some 
note,  was  taken  wounded  ;  and  sore,  and  in  pain  as  he  was, 
was  carried  before  Mithridates,  and  asked  by  the  king  if  he 
would  become  his  friend,  if  he  saved  his  life.  He  answered, 
"Yes,  if  you  become  reconciled  to  the  Romans;  if  not, 
your  enemy."  Mithridates  wondered  at  him,  and  did  him 
no  hurt.  The  enemy  being  with  their  cavalry  master  of 
the  plains,  Lucullus  was  something  afraid,  and  hesitated  to 
enter  the  mountains,  being  very  large,  woody,  and  almost 
inaccessible,  when,  by  good  luck,  some  Greeks  who  had  fled 
into  a  cave  were  taken,  the  eldest  of  whom,  Artemidorus 
by  name,  promised  to  bring  Lucullus,  and  seat  him  in  a  place 
of  safety  for  his  army,  where  there  was  a  fort  that  over- 
looked Cabira.  Lucullus,  believing  him,  lighted  his  fires, 
and  marched  in  the  night ;  and  safely  passing  the  defile, 
gained  the  place,  and  in  the  morning  was  seen  above  the 
enemy,  pitching  his  camp  in  a  place  advantageous  to 
descend  upon  them  if  he  desired  to  fight,  and  secure  from 
being  forced,  if  he  preferred  to  lie  still.  Neither  side  was 
willing  to  engage  at  present.  But  it  is  related  that  some 
of  the  king's  party  were  hunting  a  stag,  and  some  Romans 
Wanting  to  cut  them  off,  came  out  and  met  them.  Where- 
upon they  skirmished,  more  still  drawing  together  to  each 


128  PLUTAItCirS  LIVES. 

side,  and  at  last  the  king's  party  prevailed,  on  which  thfl 
Romans,  from  their  camp  seeing  their  companions  fly,  were 
enraged,  and  ran  to  Lucullus  with  entreaties  to  lead  them 
out,  demanding  that  the  sign  might  he  given  for  hattle.  But 
he,  that  they  might  know  of  what  consequence  the  presence 
and  appearance  of  a  wise  commander  is  in  time  of  conflict 
and  danger,  ordered  them  to  stand  still.  But  he  went  down 
himself  into  the  plains,  and  meeting  with  the  foremost  that 
fled,  commanded  them  to  stand  and  turn  hack  with  him, 
These  obeying,  the  rest  also  turned  and  formed  again  in  a 
body,  and  thus,  with  no  great  diflSculty,  drove  back  tlie 
enemies,  and  pursued  them  to  their  camp.  After  his 
return,  Lucullus  inflicted  the  customary  punishment  upon 
the  fugitives,  and  made  them  dig  a  trench  of  twelve  foot, 
working  in  their  frocks  unfastened,  while  the  rest  stood  by 
and  looked  on. 

There  was  in  Mithridates's  camp  one  Olthacus,  a  chief  of 
the  Dandarians,  a  barbarous  people  living  near  the  lake 
Mseotis,  a  man  remarkable  for  strength  and  courage  in  fight, 
wise  in  council,  and  pleasant  and  ingratiating  in  conversa- 
tion. He,  out  of  emulation,  and  a  constant  eagernesa 
which  possessed  him  to  outdo  one  of  the  other  chiefs  of  his 
country,  promised  a  great  piece  of  service  to  Mithridates, 
no  less  than  the  death  of  Lucullus.  The  king  commended 
his  resolution,  and,  according  to  agreement,  counterfeited 
anger,  and  put  some  disgrace  upon  him :  whereupon  he 
took  horse,  and  fled  to  Lucullus,  who  kindly  received  him, 
being  a  man  of  great  name  in  the  army.  After  some  short 
trial  of  his  sagacity  and  perseverance,  he  found  way  to 
Lucullus's  board  and  council.  The  Dandarian,  thinking 
he  had  a  fair  opportunity,  commanded  his  servants  to  lead 
his  horse  out  of  the  camp,  while  he  himself,  as  the  soldiers 
were  refreshing  and  resting  themselves,  it  being  then  high 
noon,  went  to  the  general's  tent,  not  at  all  expecting  that 
entrance  would  be  denied  to  one  wlio  was  so  familiar  with 
him,  and  came  under  pretence  of  Qstraordinary  business 
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with  him.  He  had  certainly  been  admitted  had  not  sleep, 
which  has  destroyed  many  captains,  saved  LucuUus.  For 
so  it  was,  and  Menederaus,  one  of  the  bedchamber,  was 
standing  at  the  door,  who  told  Olthacus  that  it  was  altogether 
unseasonable  to  see  the  general,  since,  after  long  watching 
and  hard  labor,  he  was  but  just  before  laid  down  to  repose 
himself.  Olthacus  ^^•ould  not  go  away  upon  this  denial,  but 
still  persisted,  saying  th;it  he  must  go  in  to  speak  of  some 
necessary  affairs,  whereupon  ^Menedemus  grew  angry,  and 
repUed  that  nothing  was  more  necessary  than  the  safety  of 
Lucullus,  and  forced  him  away  with  both  hands.  Upon 
which,  out  of  fear,  he  straightway  left  the  camp,  took  horse, 
and  without  effect  returned  to  Mithridates.  Thus  in  action 
ns  in  physic,  it  is  the  critical  moment  that  gives  both  the 
fortunate  and  the  fatal  effect. 

After  this,  Sornatius  being  sent  out  with  ten  companies 
for  forage,  and  pursued  by  Menander,  one  of  Mithridates's 
captains,  stood  his  ground,  and  after  a  sharp  engagement, 
routed  and  slew  a  considerable  number  of  the  enemy. 
Adrianus  being  sent  afterward,  with  some  forces,  to  procure 
food  enough  and  to  spare  for  the  camp,  Mithridates  did 
not  let  the  opportunity  slip,  but  despatched  Menemachus 
and  Myro,  with  a  great  force,  both  horse  and  foot,  against 
him,  all  which  except  two  men,  it  is  stated,  were  cut  off  by 
the  Romans.  Mithridates  concealed  the  loss,  giving  it  out 
that  it  was  a  small  defeat,  nothing  near  so  great  as  reported, 
and  occasioned  by  the  unskilfulness  of  the  leaders.  But 
Adrianus  in  great  pomp  passed  by  his  camp,  having  many 
wagons  full  of  corn  and  other  booty,  filling  Mithridates 
with  distress,  and  the  army  with  confusion  and  consterna- 
tion. It  was  resolved,  therefore,  to  stay  no  longer.  But 
when  the  king's  servants  sent  away  their  own  goods  quietly, 
and  hindered  others  from  doing  so  too,  the  soldiers  in 
great  fury  thronged  and  crowded  to  the  gates,  seized  on 
the  king's  servants  and  killed  them,  and  plundered  the 
baggage.    Dorylaus,  the  general,  in  this  confusion,  having 
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nothing  else  besides  his  purple  cloak,  lost  his  life  for 
that,  and  Ilermfeus  the  priest  was  trod  underfoot  in  the 
gate. 

Mithridates,  having  not  one  of  his  guards,  nor  even  a 
groom  remaining  with  him,  got  out  of  the  camp  in  the 
throng,  but  had  none  of  his  horses  with  him  ;  until  Ptolemy, 
the  eunuch,  some  little  time  after,  seeing  him  in  the  press 
making  his  way  among  the  others,  dismounted  and  gave  his 
horse  to  the  king.  The  Romans  were  already  close  upon 
him  in  their  pursuit,  nor  was  it  through  want  of  speed 
that  they  failed  to  catch  him,  but  they  were  as  near  as 
possible  doing  so.  But  greediness  and  a  petty  military 
avarice  hindered  them  from  acquiring  that  booty  which  in 
so  many  fights  and  hazards  they  had  sought  after,  and  lost 
Lucullus  the  prize  of  his  victory.  For  the  horse  which 
carried  the  king  was  within  reach,  but  one  of  the  mules 
that  carried  the  treasure  either  by  accident  stepping  in,  or 
by  order  of  the  king  so  appointed  to  go  between  him  and 
the  pursuei's,  they  seized  and  pilfered  the  gold,  and  falling 
out  among  themselves  about  the  prey,  let  slip  the  great 
prize.  Neither  was  their  greediness  prejudicial  to  Lucullus 
in  this  only,  but  also  they  slew  Callistratus,  the  king's  con- 
fidential attendant,  under  suspicion  of  having  five  hundred 
pieces  of  gold  in  his  girdle;  whereas  Lucullus  had  specially 
ordered  that  he  should  be  conveyed  safe  into  the  camp. 
Notwithstandi»g  all  which,  he  gave  them  leave  to  plunder 
the  camp. 

After  this,  in  Cabira,  and  other  strongholds  which  he  took 
he  found  great  treasures,  and  private  prisons,  in  which  many 
Greeks  and  many  of  the  king's  relations  had  been  confined, 
who,  having  long  since  counted  themselves  no  other  than 
dead  men,  by  the  favor  of  Lucullus  met  not  with  relief  so 
truly  as  with  a  new  life  and  second  birth.  Nyssa,  also,  sister 
of  Mithridates,  enjoyed  the  like  fortunate  captivity;  while 
those  who  seemed  to  be  most  out  of  danger,  his  Avives  and 
sisters  at  Phernacia,  placed  in  safety  as  they  thought,  niisera. 
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bly  perished,  Mithridates  in  liis  flight  sending  Bacchides  the 
eunuch  to  them.  Among  others  there  were  two  sisters  of 
the  king,  Roxana  and  Statira,  unmarried  women  forty  years 
old,  and  two  Ionian  wives,  Berenice  of  Chios  and  Monimeof 
Miletus.  This  latter  was  the  most  celebrated  among  the 
Greeks,  because  she  so  long  withstood  the  king  in  his  court- 
ship to  her,  though  he  presented  her  with  fifteen  thousand 
pieces  of  gold,  until  a  covenant  of  marriage  was  made,  and 
a  crown  was  sent  her,  and  she  was  saluted  queen.  She  had 
been  a  sorrowful  woman  before,  and  often  bewailed  her 
beauty,  that  had  procured  her  a  keeper,  instead  of  a  hus- 
band, and  a  watch  of  barbarians,  instead  of  the  home  and 
attendance  of  a  wife ;  and,  removed  far  from  Greece,  she 
enjoyed  the  pleasure  which  she  proposed  to  herself,  only  in 
a  dream,  being  in  the  mean  time  robbed  of  that  which  is 
real.  And  when  Bacchides  came  and  bade  them  prepare 
for  death,  as  every  one  thought  most  easy  and  painless,  she 
took  the  diadem  from  her  head,  and  fastening  the  string  to 
her  neck,  suspended  herself  with  it ;  wliich  soon  breaking, 
"0  wretched  headband!"  said  she,  "not  able  to  help  me 
even  in  this  small  thing!"  And  throwing  it  away  she 
spat  on  it,  and  offered  her  throat  to  Bacchides.  Berenice 
had  prepared  a  potion  for  herself,  but  at  her  mother's  en- 
treaty, who  stood  by,  she  gave  her  part  of  it.  Both  drank 
of  the  potion,  which  prevailed  over  the  weaker  body.  But 
Berenice,  having  drunk  too  little,  was  not  released  by  it, 
but  lingering  on  unable  to  die,  was  strangled  by  Bacchides 
for  haste.  It  is  said  that  one  of  the  unmarried  sisters  drank 
the  poison,  with  bitter  execrations  and  curses ;  but  Statira 
uttered  nothing  ungentle  or  reproachful,  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, commended  her  brother,  who  in  his  own  danger 
neglected  not  theirs,  but  carefully  provided  that  they  might 
go  out  of  the  world  without  shame  or  disgrace. 

LucuUus,  being  a,  good  and  humane  man,  was  concerned 
at  these  things.  However,  going  on,  he  came  to  Talaura, 
from  whence  four  days  before  his  arrival  Mithridates  had 


132 


PLUTARCH'S  LIVES. 


fled,  and  was  got  to  Tigranes  in  Armenia.  He  turned  off, 
therefore,  and  subdued  tlie  Chaldeans  and  Tibareniaiis, 
witli  the  lesser  Armenia,  and  having  reduced  all  their  forts 
and  cities,  he  sent  Appius  to  Tigranes  to  demand  Mith- 
ridates.  He  himself  went  to  Amisus,  which  still  held  out 
under  the  command  of  Callimachus,  who,  by  his  great  en- 
gineering skill,  and  his  dexterity  at  all  the  shifts  and  sub- 
tleties of  a  siege,  had  greatly  incommoded  the  Romans. 
For  which  afterward  he  paid  dear  enough,  and  was  now 
out-manoeuvred  by  Lucullus,  who,  unexpectedly  coming 
upon  him  at  the  time  of  the  day  when  the  soldiers  used  to 
withdraw  and  rest  themselves,  gained  part  of  the  wall,  and 
forced  him  to  leave  the  city,  in  doing  which  he  fired  it ; 
either  envying  the  Romans  the  booty,  or  to  secure  his  own 
escape  the  better.  Ko  man  looked  after  those  who  went 
off  in  the  ships,  but  as  soon  as  the  fire  had  seized  on  most 
part  of  the  wall,  the  soldiers  prepared  themselves  for 
plunder ;  while  Lucullus,  pitying  the  ruin  of  the  city, 
brought  assistance  from  without,  and  encouraged  his  men 
to  extinguish  the  flames.  But  all,  being  intent  upon  the 
prey,  and  giving  no  heed  to  him,  with  loud  outcries,  beat 
and  clashed  their  arms  together,  until  he  was  compelled  to 
let  them  plunder,  that  by  that  means  he  might  at  least 
save  the  city  from  fire.  But  they  did  quite  the  contrary, 
for  in  searching  the  houses  with  lights  and  torches  every- 
where, they  were  themselves  the  cause  of  the  destruction 
of  most  of  the  buildings,  inasmuch  that  when  Lucullus  the 
next  day  went  in,  he  shed  tears,  and  said  to  his  friends, 
that  he  had  often  before  blessed  the  fortune  of  Sylla,  but 
never  so  much  admired  it  as  then,  because  when  he  was 
willing,  he  was  also  able  to  save  Athens,  "but  my  infelicity 
is  such,  that  while  I  endeavor  to  imitate  him,  I  become  like 
Mummius."  Nevertheless,  he  endeavored  to  save  as  much 
of  the  city  as  he  could,  and  at  the  same  time,  also,  by  a 
happy  providence  a  fall  of  rain  concurred  to  extinguish 
the  fire.    He  himself  while  present  repaired  the  ruins  M 
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much  as  he  could,  receiving  back  the  inhabitants  who  had 
fled,  and  settling-  as  many  other  Greeks  as  were  willing  to 
live  there,  adding  a  hundred  furlongs  of  ground  to  the 
place. 

This  city  wa  s  a  colony  of  Athens,  built  at  that  time  when 
she  flourished  and  was  powerful  at  sea,  upon  which  account 
many  who  fled  from  Aristion's  tyranny  settled  here,  and 
were  admitted  as  citizens,  but  had  the  ill-luck  to  fly  from 
evils  at  home,  into  greater  abroad.  .Vs  many  of  these  as 
survived  LucuUus  furnished  every  one  with  clothes,  and 
two  hundred  drachmas,  and  sent  them  away  into  their  own 
country.  On  this  occasion  Tyrannion  the  grammariaii  was 
taken.  Murena  begged  him  of  Lucullus,  and  took  him  and 
made  him  a  freedman  ;  but  in  this  he  alnised  Lucullus's 
favor,  who  by  no  means  liked  that  a  nvm  of  high  repute  for 
learning  should  be  first  made  a  slave  and  then  freed;  for 
freedom  thus  speciously  granted  a^aiii,  ■\\'as  a  real  depriva- 
tion of  what  he  had  before.  But  not  in  this  case  alone 
Murena  showed  himself  far  inferior  in  generosity  to  the 
general. 

Lucullus  was  now  busy  in  looking  after  the  cities  of 
Asia,  and  having  no  war  to  divert  his  time,  spent  it  in  the 
administration  of  law  and  justice,  the  want  of  which  had 
for  a  long  time  left  the  province  a  prey  to  unspeakable  and 
incredible  miseries;  so  plundered  and  enslaved  by  tax- 
farmers  and  usurers,  that  private  people  were  compelled  to 
sell  their  sons  in  the  flower  of  their  youth,  and  their 
daughters  in  their  virginity,  and  the  States  publicly  tc 
sell  their  consecrated  gifts,  pictures,  and  statues.  In  the 
end  their  lot  was  to  yield  themselves  up  slaves  to  their 
creditors,  but  before  this,  worse  troubles  befel  them,  tort- 
ures, inflicted  with  ropes  and  by  horses,  standing  abroad 
to  be  scorched  when  the  sun  was  hot,  and  being  driven 
into  Ice  and  clay  in  the  cold;  insomuch  that  slavery  was 
no  less  than  a  redemption  and  joy  to  them.  Lucullus  in  a 
Bhort  time  freed  the  cities  from  all  these  evils  and  oppres- 
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Bions ;  for,  first  of  all,  he  ordered  there  should  be  no  mora 
taken  than  one  per  cent.  Secondly,  where  the  interest  ex- 
ceeded the  principal,  he  struck  it  ott".  The  third  and  most 
considerable  order  was,  that  the  creditor  should  receive 
the  fourth  part  of  the  debtor's  income  ;  but  if  any  lender 
had  added  the  interest  to  the  principal,  it  was  utterly  dis- 
allowed. Insomuch,  that  in  the  space  of  four  years  all 
debts  were  paid,  and  lands  returned  to  their  right  owners. 
The  public  debt  was  contracted  when  Asia  was  fined 
twenty  thousand  talents  by  Sylla,  but  twice  as  much  was 
paid  to  the  collectors,  who  by  their  usury  had  by  this  time 
advanced  it  to  a  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  talents. 
And  accordingly  they  inveighed  against  Lucullus  at  Rome, 
as  grossly  injured  by  him,  and  by  their  money's  help  (as, 
indeed,  they  were  very  powerful,  and  had  many  of  the 
statesmen  in  their  debt),  they  stirred  up  several  leading 
men  against  him.  But  Lucullus  was  not  only  beloved  by 
the  cities  which  he  obliged,  but  was  also  wished  for  by  other 
provinces,  who  blessed  the  good-luck  of  those  who  had 
such  a  governor  over  them. 

Appius  Clodius,  who  was  sent  to  Tigranes  (the  same 
Clodius  was  brother  to  Lucullus's  wife),  being  led  by  the 
king's  guides,  a  roundabout  way,  unnecessarily  long  and 
tedious,  through  the  upper  country,  being  informed  by  his 
freedman,  a  Syrian  by  nation,  of  the  direct  road,  left  that 
lengthy  and  fallacious  one ;  and  bidding  the  barbarians,  his 
guides,  adieu,  in  a  few  days  passed  over  Euphrates,  and 
came  to  Antioch  upon  Daphne.  There  being  commanded 
to  wait  for  Tigranes,  who  at  that  time  was  reducing  some 
towns  in  Phoenicia,  he  won  over  many  chiefs  to  his  side, 
who  unwillingly  submitted  to  the  king  of  Armenia,  among 
whom  was  Zarbienus,  king  of  the  Gordyenians  ;  also  many 
of  the  conquered  cities  corresponded  privately  with  hira, 
whom  he  assured  of  relief  from  Lucullus,  but  ordered  them 
to  lie  still  at  present.  The  Armenian  government  was  an  op- 
pressive one,  and  intolerable  to  the  Greeks,  especially  that 
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)f  tne  present  king,  who,  growing  insolent  and  overbearing 
dth  his  success,  imagined  all  things  valuable  and  esteemed 
Mnong  men  not  only  were  his  in  fact,  but  had  been  pur- 
posely created  for  him  alone.  From  a  small  and  incon- 
siderable beginning,  he  had  gone  on  to  be  the  conqueror  of 
many  nations,  had  humbled  the  Parthian  power  more  than 
any  before  him,  and  filled  Mesopotamia  with  Greeks,  whom 
he  carried  in  numbers  out  of  Cilicia  and  Cappadocia.  He 
transplanted  also  the  Arabs,  who  lived  in  tents,  from  their 
country  and  home,  and  settled  them  near  him,  that  by  their 
means  he  might  carry  on  the  trade. 

He  had  many  kings  waiting  on  him,  but  four  he  always 
carried  with  him  as  servants  aiwi  guards,  who,  when  he 
rode,  ran  by  his  horse's  side  in  ordinary  under- frocks,  and 
attended  him,  when  sitting  on  his  throne,  and  publishing 
his  decrees  to  the  people,  with  their  hands  folded  together ; 
which  posture  of  all  otliers  was  that  which  most  expressed 
slavery,  it  being  that  of  men  who  had  bidden  adieu  to  liberty, 
and  had  prepared  their  bodies  more  for  chastisement,  than 
the  service  of  their  masters.    Appius,  nothing  dismayed  or 
surprised  at  this  theatrical  display,  as  soon  as  audience 
was  granted  him,  said  he  came  to  demand  Mithridates  for 
Lucullus's  triumph,  otherwise  to  denounce  war  against 
Tigranes :  insomuch  that  though  Tigranes  endeavored  to 
receive  him  with  a  smooth  countenance  and  a  forced  smile, 
hecould  not  dissemble  his  discomposure  to  those  who  stood 
about  him,  at  the  bold  language  of  the  young  man  ;  for  it 
was  the  first  time,  perhaps,  in  twenty-five  years,  the  length 
of  his  reign,  or,  more  truly,  of  his  tyranny,  that  any  free 
speech  had  been  uttered  to  him.    However,  he  made  answer 
to  Appius,  that  he  would  not  desert  Mithridates,  and  would 
defend  himself,  if  the  Romans  attacked  him.  He  was  angry, 
also,  with  Lucullus  for  calling  him  only  king  in  his  letter, 
and  not  king  of  kings,  and,  in  his  answer,  would  not  give 
Wm  his  titfe  of  iraperator.    Great  gifts  were  sent  to  Ap- 
pius, which  he  refused ;  but  on  their  being  sent  again  and 
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augmented,  that  he  might  not  seem  to  refuse  in  anger,  In 
took  one  gobk  t  and  sent  the  rest  back,  and  without  delai 
went  off  to  the  generah 

Tigranes  before  this  neither  vouchsafed  to  see  nor  speal 
with  Mithridates,  thougli  a  near  kinsman,  and  forced  ou 
of  so  considerable  a  kingdom,  hut  proudly  and  scornfull; 
kept  him  at  a  distance,  as  a  sort  of  prisoner,  in  a  marsh' 
and  unhealthy  disti'ict ;  but  now,  with  much  profession  o 
respect  and  kindness,  he  sent  for  him,  and  at  a  privat 
conference  between  them  in  the  palace,  they  healed  up  al 
private  jealousies  between  them,  punishing  their  favorites 
who  bore  all  the  blame ;  among  whom  Metrodorus  of  Seepsi 
was  one,  an  eloquent  and  learned  man,  and  so  close  an  in 
timate  as  commonly  to  be  called  the  king's  father.  Thi 
man,  as  it  happened,  being  employed  in  an  embassy  by  Mitli 
ridates  to  solicit  help  against  the  Romans,  Tigranes  aske( 
him,  "  What  would  you,  Metrodorus,  advise  me  to  in  thi: 
affair  ? "  In  return  to  which,  either  out  of  good-will  t< 
Tigranes,  or  a  want  of  solicitude  for  Mithridates,  he  mad( 
answer,  that  as  ambassador  lie  counselled  him  to  it,  but  a 
a  friend  dissuaded  him  from  it.  This  Tigranes  reported 
and  affirmed  to  Mithridates,  tliinking  that  no  irreparabL 
harm  would  come  of  it  to  Metrodorus.  But  upon  this  hi 
was  presently  taken  off,  and  Tigranes  was  sorry  for  wha 
he  had  done,  though  be  had  not,  indeed,  been  absolutel; 
the  cause  of  his  death  ;  yet  he  had  given  the  fatal  turn  t( 
the  anger  of  Mithridates,  who  had  privately  hated  liiii 
before,  as  appeared  from  his  cabinet  papers  when  taken 
among  which  there  was  an  order  that  Metrodorus  sliouh 
die.  Tigranes  buried  him  splendidly,  sparing  no  cost  to  hi 
dead  body,  whom  he  betrayed  when  alive.  In  Tigranes' 
court  died,  also,  Amphicrates  the  orator  (if,  for  the  sake  o 
Athens,  we  may  also  mention  him),  of  whom  it  is  told  tha 
he  left  his  country  and  fled  to  Seleucia,  upon  the  rive 
Tigris,  and,  being  desired  to  teach  logic  among  them,  arro 
gantly  replied,  that  the  dish  was  too  little  to  hold  a  dolphin 
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He,  tlierefore,  came  to  Cleopatra,  daughter  of  Mithri 
dates,  and  queen  to  Tigranes,  but  being  accused  of  misde- 
meanors, proliibited  all  commerce  with  his  countrymen, 
ended  his  days  by  starving  himself.  lie,  in  like  manner, 
received  from  Cleopatra  an  honorable  burial,  near  Sapha, 
a  place  so  called  in  that  country. 

I  LucuUus,  when  he  had  re-established  law  and  a  lasting 
peace  in  Asia,  did  not  altogether  forget  pleasure  and  mirth, 
but,  during  his  residence  at  Ephesus,  gratified  the  cities 
with  sports,  festival  triumphs,  wrestling  games,  and  single 
combats  of  gladiators.  And  they,  in  requital,  instituted 
others,  called  Lucullean  games,' in  honor  to  him,  thus  luani- 
festing  their  love  to  him,  which  was  of  more  value  to  him 
than  all  the  honor.  Bat  when  Appius  came  to  him  and 
told  him  he  must  prepare  for  war  with  Tigranes,  he  went 
again  into  Pontus,  and,  gathering  together  his  army,  be- 
sieged Sinope,  or  rather  the  Cilicians  of  the  king's  side  who 
held  it;  who  thereupon  killed  a  number  of  the  Sinopians, 
and  set  the  city  on  fire,  and  by  night  endeavored  to  escape. 
Which  when  LucuUus  perceived,  he  entered  the  city,  and 
killed  eight  thousand  of  them  who  were  still  left  behind ; 
but  restored  to  the  inhabitants  what  was  their  own,  and 
took  special  care  for  the  welfare  of  the  city.  To  which  he 
was  chiefly  prompted  by  this  vision.  One  seemed  to  come 
to  him  in  his  sleep,  and  say,  "  Go  on  a  little  further,  Lucul- 
Hus,  for  Autolycus  is  coming  to  see  thee."  When  he  arose 
he  could  not  imagine  what  the  vision  meant.  The  same 
I  day  he  took  the  city,  and  as  he  was  pursuing  the  Cilicians, 
who  were  flying  ])y  sea,  he  saw  a  statue  lying  on  the  shore, 
which  the  Cilicians  carried  so  far,  but  had  not  time  to  carry 
aboard.  It  was  one  of  the  masterpieces  of  Sthenis.  And 
'one  told  him  that  it  was  the  statue  of  Autolycus,  the  founder 
of  the  city.  This  Autolycus  is  reported  to  have  been  son 
'  to  Deimachus,  and  one  of  those  who,  under  Hercules,  went 
the  expedition  out  of  Thessaly  against  the  Amazons  ; 
from  whence  in  his  return  with  Demoleon  and  Phlogiua, 
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he  lost  his  vessel  on  a  point  of  the  Chersonesus,  calle 
Pedalium.  lie  himself,  with  his  companions  and  thei 
weapons,  being  saved,  came  to  Sino[)e,  and  dispossesse 
the  Syrians  there.  The  Syrians  held  it,  descended  froi 
Syrus,  as  is  the  story,  the  son  of  Apollo,  and  Sinope,  th 
daughter  of  Asopus.  Which  as  soon  as  Lucullus  heard,  li 
remembered  the  admonition  of  Sylla,  whose  advice  it  is  i 
his  Memoirs  to  treat  nothing  as  so  certain  and  so  worth 
of  reliance  as  an  intimation  given  in  dreams. 

When  it  was  now  told  him  that  Mithridates  and  Tigrane 
were  just  ready  to  transport  their  forces  into  Lycaonia  an 
Cilicia,  with  the  object  of  entering  Asia  before  Wm,  he  wor 
dered  much  why  the  Armenian,  supposing  him  to  entertar 
any  real  intentions  to  fight  with  the  Romans,  did  notassis 
Mithridates  in  his  flourishing  condition,  and  join  force 
when  he  was  fit  for  service,  instead  of  suffering  him  to  b 
vanquished  and  broken  in  pieces,  and  now  at  last  beginnin 
the  war,  when  its  hopes  were  grown  cold,  and  throwing  him 
self  down  headlong  with  them,  who  were  irrevocably  falle: 
already.  But  when  Machares,  the  son  of  Mithridates,  an^ 
governor  of  Bosporus,  sent  him  a  crown,  valued  at  a  thousani 
pieces  of  gold,  and  desired  to  be  enrolled  as  a  friend  ani 
confederate  of  the  Romans,  he  fairly  reputed  that  war  at  a: 
end,  and  left  Sornatius,  his  deputy,  with  six  thousand  sol 
diers,  to  take  care  of  Pontius.  He  himself,  with  twelv 
thousand  foot  and  a  little  less  than  three  thousand  hors( 
went  forth  to  the  second  war,  advancing,  it  seemed  ver 
plain,  with  too  great  and  ill-advised  speed,  into  the  niids 
of  warlike  nations  and  many  thousands  upon  thou 
sands  of  horse,  into  an  unknown  extent  of  country,  ever; 
way  inclosed  with  deep  rivers  and  mountains,  neve 
free  from  snow ;  which  made  the  soldiers,  already  far  fror 
orderly,  follow  him  with  great  unwillingness  and  opposi 
tion.  For  the  same  reason,  also,  the  popular  leaders  a 
home  publicly  inveighed  and  declaimed  against  him,  as  on 
that  raised  up  war  after  war,  not  so  much  for  the  interes 
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of  the  republic,  as  that  he  himself,  being  still  in  commission, 
might  not  lay  down  arms,  but  go  on  enriching  himself  by 
the  public  dangers.  These  men,  in  the  end,  effected  their 
purpose.  But  Lucullus,  by  long  journeys,  came  to  the 
Euphrates,  where,  finding  the  waters  high  and  rough  from 
the  winter,  he  was  much  troubled  for  fear  of  delay  and 
difBculty  while  he  should  procure  boats  and  make  a  bridge 
of  them.  But  in  the  evening  the  flood  beginning  to  retire, 
and  decreasing  all  through  the  night,  the  next  day  they 
saw  the  river  far  down  within  his  banks,  so  much  so  that 
the  inhabitants,  discovering  the  little  islands  in  the  river, 
and  the  water  stagnating  among  them,  a  thing  which  had 
rarely  happened  before,  made  obeisance  to  Lucullus,  before 
whom  the  very  river  was  humble  and  submissive,  and 
yielded  an  easy  and  swift  passage.  Making  use  of  the  op- 
portunity, he  carried  over  his  army,  and  met  with  a  lucky 
sign  at  landing.  Holy  heifers  are  pastured  on  purpose  for 
Diana  Persia,  whom,  of  all  the  gods,  the  barbarians  beyond 
Euphrates  chiefly  adore.  They  use  these  heifers  only  for 
her  sacrifices.  At  other  times  they  wander  up  and  down 
undisturbed,  with  the  mark  of  the  goddess,  a  torch,  branded 
on  them  ;  and  it  is  no  such  light  or  easy  thing,  when  occa- 
sion requires,  to  seize  one  of  them.  But  one  of  these,  when 
the  army  had  passed  the  Euphrates,  coming  to  a  rock  con- 
secrated to  the  goddess,  stood  upon  it,  and  then  laying 
down  her  neck,  like  others  that  are  forced  down  with  a 
rope,  offered  herself  to  Lucullus  for  sacrifice.  Besides 
which,  he  offered  also  a  bull  to  Euphrates,  for  kis  safe 
passage.  That  day  he  tarried  there,  but  on  the  next,  and 
those  that  followed,  he  travelled  through  Sophene,  using 
no  manner  of  violence  to  the  people  who  came  to  him,  and 
willingly  received  his  army.  And  when  the  soldiers  were 
desirous  to  plunder  a  castle  that  seemed  to  be  well  stored 
within,  "That  is  the  castle,"  said  he,  "that  we  must 
storm,"  showing  them  Taurus  at  a  distance  ;  "  the  rest  is 
reserved  for  those  who  conquer  there."    Wherefore  has- 
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tening  his  march,  and  passing  the  Tigris,  he  came  ovei 
into  Armenia. 

The  first  messenger  that  gave  notice  of  Lucullus's  coming 
was  so  far  from  pleasing  Tigranes,  that  lie  had  his  head  cut 
off  for  his  pains  ;  and  no  man  daring  to  bring  further  infor- 
mation, without  any  intelligence  at  all,  Tigranes  sat  while 
war  was  already  blazing  around  him,  giving  ear  only  to 
those  who  flattered  him,  by  saying  that  LucuUus  would 
show  himself  a  great  commander,  if  he  ventured  to  wait 
for  Tigranes  at  Ephesus,  and  did  not  at  once  fly  out  of 
Asia,  at  the  mere  sight  of  the  many  thousands  that  were 
come  against  him.  He  is  a  man  of  a  strong  body  that  can 
carry  off  a  great  quantity  of  wine,  and  of  a  powerful  con- 
stitution of  mind  that  can  sustain  felicity.  Mitlirobarzanes, 
one  of  his  chief  favorites,  first  dared  to  tell  him  the  truth, 
but  had  no  more  thanks  for  his  freedom  of  speech,  than 
to  be  immediately  sent  out  against  LucuUus  with  three 
thousand  horse,  and  a  great  number  of  foot,  with  peremp- 
tory demands  to  bring  him  alive,  and  trample  down  his 
army.  Some  of  Lucullus's  men  were  then  pitching  their 
camp,  and  the  rest  were  coming  up  to  them,  when  the  scouts 
gave  notice  that  the  enemy  was  approaching,  whereupon  he 
was  in  fear  lest  they  should  fall  upon  him,  while  his  men 
were  divided  and  unarranged ;  which  made  him  stay  to  pitch 
the  camp  himself,  and  send  out  Sextilius  the  legate,  with 
sixteen  hundred  horse,  and  about  as  many  heavy  and  liglit 
arms,  with  orders  to  advance  towards  the  enemy,  and  w;iit 
until  intelligence  came  to  him  that  the  camp  was  finished. 
Sextilius  designed  to  have  kept  this  order ;  but  Mithrobar- 
zanes  coming  furiously  upon  him,  he  was  forced  to  fight. 
In  the  engagement,  Mithrobarzanes  himself  was  slain,  fight- 
ing, and  all  his  men,  except  a  few  who  ran  away,  were  de- 
stroyed. After  this,  Tigranes  left  Tigranocerta,  a  great  city 
built  by  himself,  and  retired  to  Taurus,  and  called  all  his 
forces  about  him. 

But  Lucullus,  giving  him  no  time  to  rendezvous,  sent  out 
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Murena  to  harass  and  cut  off  those  who  marched  to  Ti- 
granes,  and  Sextilius,  also,  to  disperse  a  great  company  of 
Arabians  then  on  the  way  to  the  king.    Sextilius  fell  upon 
the  Arabians  in  their  camp,  and  destroyed  most  of  them, 
and  also  Murena,  in  his  pursuit  after  Tigranes  through  a 
craggy  and  narrow  pass,  opportunely  fell  upon  him.  Upon 
which  Tigranes,  abandoning  all  his  baggage,  fled  ;  many  of 
the  Armenians  were  killed,  and  more  taken.    After  this 
success,  LucuUus  went  to  Tigranocerta,  and  sitting  down  be- 
fore the  city,  besieged  it.    In  it  were  many  Greeks  carried 
away  out  of  Cilicia,  and  many  barbarians  in  like  circum- 
stances with  the  Greeks,  Adiabenians,  Assyrians,  Gordye- 
nians,  and  Cappadocians,  whose  native  cities  he  had  de- 
stroyed, and  forced  away  the  inhabitants  to  settle  here.  It 
was  a  rich  and  beautiful  city,  every  common  man,  and  every 
man  of  rank,  in  imitation  of  the  king,  studied  to  enlarge  and 
adorn  it.    This  made  Lucullus  more  vigorously  press  the 
siege,  in  the  belief  that  Tigranes  would  not  patiently  endure 
it,  but  even  against  his  own  judgment  would  come  down  in 
anger  to  force  him  away ;  in  which  he  was  not  mistaken. 
Mithridates  earnestly  dissuaded  him  from  it,  sending  mes- 
sengers and  letters  to  him  not  to  engage,  but  rather  with  his 
horse  to  try  and  cut  off  the  supplies.  Taxiles,  also,  who  came 
from  Mithridates,  and  who  stayed  with  his  army,  very 
much  entreated  the  king  to  forbear,  and  to  avoid  the 
Roman  arms,  things  it  was  not  safe  to  meddle  with.  To 
this  he  hearkened  at  first,  but  when  the  Armenians  and 
Gordyenians  in  a  full  body,  and  the  whole  forces  of  Medes 
md  Adiabenians,  under  their  respective  kings,  joined  him  ; 
ivhen  many  Arabians  came  up  from  the  sea  beyond 
Babylon ;  and  from  the  Caspian  sea,  the  Albanians  and  the 
fberians  their  neighbors,  and  not  a  few  of  the  free  people, 
without  kings,  living  about  the  Araxes,  by  entreaty  and 
hire  also  came  together  to  him  ;  and  all  the  king's  feasts 
and  councils  rang  of  nothing  but  expectations,  boastings, 
tod  barbaric  threatenings,  Taxiles  went  in  danger  of  his 
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life,  for  giving  council  against  figliting,  and  it  was  imputed 
to  envy  in  Mithridates  thus  to  discourage  him  from  so 
glorious  an  enterprise.  Therefore  Tigranes  would  by  no 
means  tarry  for  him,  for  fear  he  should  share  in  the  glory,  but 
marched  on  with  all  his  army,  lamentuigto  his  friends,  as  it 
is  said,  that  he  should  fight  with  LucuUus  alone  and  not  with 
all  the  Roman  generals  together.  Neither  was  his  boldness 
to  be  accounted  wholly  frantic  or  unreasonable,  when  he  had 
so  many  nations  and  kings  attending  him,  and  so  many  tens 
of  thousands  of  well-armed  foot  and  horse  about  him.  lie 
had  twenty  thousand  archers  and  slingers,  fifty-five  thousand 
horse,  of  which  seventeen  thousand  were  in  complete  ar- 
mor, as  Lucullus  wrote  to  the  senate,  a  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  heavy -armed  men,  drawn  up  partly  into  cohorts, 
partly  into  phalanxes,  besides  various  divisions  of  men 
appointed  to  make  roads  and  lay  bridges,  to  drain  off  waters 
and  cut  wood,  and  to  perform  other  necessary  services, 
to  the  number  of  thirty-five  thousand,  who,  being  quartered 
behind  the  army,  added  to  its  strength,  and  made  it  the 
more  formidable  to  behold. 

As  soon  as  he  had  passed  Taurus,  and  appeared  with  his 
forces,  and  saw  the  Romans  beleaguering  Tigranocerta,  the 
barbarous  people  within,  with  shoutings  and  acclamations, 
received  the  sight,  and  threatening  the  Romans  from  the 
wall,  pointed  to  the  Armenians.  In  a  council  of  war,  some 
advised  Lucullus  to  leave  the  siege,  and  march  up  to 
Tigranes,  others  that  it  would  not  be  safe  to  leave  the 
siege,  and  so  many  enemies  behind.  He  answered  that 
neither  side  by  itself  was  right,  but  together  both  gave 
sound  ailvice ;  and  accordingly  he  divided  his  army,  and 
left  Alurena  with  six  thousand  foot  in  charge  of  tlie  siege, 
and  himself  went  out  with  twenty-four  coliorts,  in  which 
were  no  more  tlian  ten  tliousand  men  at  arms,  and  with 
all  the  horse  and  slingers  and  archers  and  about  a  thousand 
sitting  down  by  the  river  in  a  huge  plain,  he  appeared, 
indeed,  very  inconsiderable  to  Tigranes,  and  a  fit  subject 
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for  the  flattering  wits  about  him.  Some  of  whom  jeered, 
others  cast  lots  for  the  spoil,  and  every  one  of  the  kings 
and  commanders  came  and  desired  to  undertake  the  en- 
gagement alone,  and  that  he  would  be  pleased  to  sit  still 
and  behold.  Tigranes  himself,  wishing  to  be  witty  and 
pleasant  upon  the  occasion,  made  use  of  the  well-known 
saying,  that  they  were  too  many  for  ambassadors,  and  too 
few  for  soldiers.  Thus  they  continued  sneering  and  scoff- 
ing. As  soon  as  day  came,  Lucullus  brought  out  his  forces 
under  arras.  The  barbarian  army  stood  on  the  eastern  side 
of  the  river,  and  there  being  a  bend  of  the  river  westward 
in  that  part  of  it,  where  it  was  easiest  forded,  Lucullus, 
while  he  led  his  army  on  in  haste,  seemed  to  Tigranes  to 
be  flying ;  "who  thereupon  called  Taxiles,  and  in  derision 
said,  "Do  you  not  see  these  invincible  Romans  flying?" 
But  Taxiles  replied,  "Would,  indeed,  O  king,  that  some 
such  unlikely  piece  of  fortune  might  be  destined  you;  but 
the  Romans  do  not,  when  going  on  a  march,  put  on  their 
best  clothes,  nor  use  bright  shields,  and  naked  headpieces, 
as  now  you  see  them,  with  the  leathern  coverings  all  taken 
off,  but  this  is  a  preparation  for  war  of  men  just  ready  to 
engage  with  their  enemies."  ^Yhile  Taxiles  was  thus 
speaking,  as  Lucullus  wheeled  about,  the  first  eagle  ap- 
peared, and  the  cohorts,  according  to  their  divisions  and 
companies,  formed  in  order  to  pass  over,  when  with  much 
ado,  and  like  a  man  that  is  just  recovering  from  a  drunken 
fit,  Tigranes  cried  out  twice  or  thrice,  "  What,  are  they 
upon  us  ?  "  In  great  confusion,  therefore,  the  army  got  in 
array,  the  king  keeping  the  main  body  to  himself,  while 
the  left  wing  given  in  charge  to  the  Adiabenian,  and  the 
right  to  the  Mede,  in  the  front  of  which  latter  were  posted 
most  of  the  heavy-armed  cavalry.  Some  oflBcers  advised 
lucullus,  just  as  he  was  going  to  cross  the  river,  to  lie  still, 
that  day  being  one  of  the  unfortunate  ones  which  they  call 
black  days,  for  on  it  the  army  under  Csepio,  engaging  with 
the  Cimbrians,  was  destroyed.    But  he  returned  the  famoua 
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answer,  "I  will  make  it  a  hapj)}'  <lay  tn  the  Romans."  I 
was  the  day  before  tlie  Xones  of  (*i  t(jlicr. 

Having  no  said,  he  bade  them  take  courage,  passei 
over  the  riwr,  and  himself  first  of  all  led  them  against  tii 
enemy,  clad  in  a  coat  of  mail,  with  shining  steel  sciile 
and  a  fringed  mantle ;  and  his  sword  might  alread 
be  seen  out  of  the  scabbard,  as  if  to  signify  that  the 
must  A\ithout  delay  come  to  a  hand-to-hand  comba 
with  an  enemy  whose  skill  was  in  distant  fighting,  am 
by  the  speed  of  their  advance  curtail  the  space  tlia 
exposed  them  to  the  archery.  But  when  he  saw  the  heavy 
armed  horse,  the  flower  of  the  army,  drawn  up  undc 
a  hill,  on  the  top  of  which  was  a  broad  and  oi)en  plaii 
about  four  furlongs  distant,  and  of  no  very  difficult  o 
troublesome  access,  he  commanded  his  Thracian  and  (ia 
latian  horse  to  fall  upon  their  flank,  and  l»eat  down  tliei 
lances  with  their  swords.  The  only  defence  of  these  horse 
men-at-arms  are  their  lances ;  they  have  nothing  else  tha 
they  can  use  to  protect  themselves,  or  annoy  their  enemy 
on  account  of  the  weight  and  stiffness  of  their  armor,  witi 
which  they  are,  as  it  were,  built  up.  He  liimself,  with  twi 
cohorts,  made  to  the  mountain,  the  soldiers  briskly  follow 
ing,  when  they  saw  him  in  arms  afoot  first  toiling  an( 
climbing  up.  Being  on  the  top  and  standing  in  an  opei 
place,  with  a  loud  voice  lie  cried  out,  "  We  have  overcome 
we  have  overcome,  fellow-soldiers  !  "  And  having  so  said 
he  marched  against  the  armed  horsemen,  commanding  hi 
men  not  to  tlirow  their  javelins,  but  coming  up  hand  t< 
hand  with  the  enemy,  to  hack  their  shins  and  thighs,  wliicl 
parts  alone  Avere  unguarded  in  these  heavy-armed  horse 
men.  But  there  was  no  need  of  this  way  of  fighting,  fo: 
they  stood  not  to  receive  the  Romans,  but  with  grea 
clamor  and  worse  flight  they  and  their  heavy  hor.ses  thre\ 
themselves  upon  the  ranks  of  the  foot,  before  ever  tliea 
could  so  nmcli  as  begin  the  flglit,  insonuieh  that  without  : 
wound  or  bloodshed,  so  many  thousands  were  overthrow! 
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The  greatest  slaughter  was  made  in  the  flight,  or  rather  in 
the  endeavoring  to  fly  away,  which  they  could  not  well  do 
by  reason  of  the  depth  and  closeness  of  their  own  ranks, 
which  hindered  them.  Tigranes  at  first  fled  with  a  few, 
but  seeing  his  son  in  the  same  misfortune,  he  took  the  dia- 
dem from  his  head,  and  with  tears  gave  it  him,  bidding 
him  save  himself  by  some  other  road  if  he  could.  But  the 
young  man,  not  daring  to  put  it  on,  gave  it  to  one  of  his 
trustiest  servants  to  keep  for  him.  This  man,  as  it  hap- 
pened, being  taken,  was  brought  to  Lucullus,  and  so, 
among  the  captives,  the  crown,  also,  of  Tigranes  was 
taken.  It  is  stated  that  above  a  hundred  thousand  foot 
were  lost,  and  that  of  the  horse  but  very  few  escaped  at 
all.  Of  the  Romans,  a  hundred  were  wounded  and  five 
killed.  Antiochus  the  philosopher,  making  mention  of  this 
fight  in  his  book  about  the  gods,  says  that  the  sun  never 
saw  the  like.  Strabo,  a  second  philosopher,  in  his  histori- 
cal collection  says,  that  the  Romans  could  not  but  blush 
and  deride  themselves,  for  putting  on  armor  against  such 
pitiful  slaves.  Livy  also  says,  that  the  Romans  never 
fought  an  enemy  with  such  unequal  forces,  for  the  con- 
querors were  not  so  much  as  one- twentieth  part  of  the 
number  of  the  conquered.  The  most  sagacious  and  experi- 
enced Roman  commanders  made  it  a  chief  commendation 
of  Lucullus,  that  he  had  conquered  two  great  and  potent 
kings  by  two  most  opposite  ways,  haste  and  delay.  For 
he  wore  out  the  flourishing  power  of  Mithridates  by  delay 
and  time,  and  crushed  that  of  Tigranes  by  haste ;  being 
one  of  the  rare  examples  of  generals  who  made  use  of  delay 
for  active  achievement,  and  speed  for  security. 

On  this  account  it  was  that  Mithridates  had  made  no 
haste  to  come  up  to  fight,  imagining  Lucullus  would,  as  he 
had  done  before,  use  caution  and  delay,  which  made  him 
inarch  at  his  leisure  to  join  Tigranes.  And  first,  as  he  be- 
gan to  meet  some  straggling  Armenians  in  the  way,  mak- 
ing off  in  great  fear  and  consternation,  he  suspected  the 
10 
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worst,  and  when  greater  numbers  of  stripped  and  wounded 
men  met  him  and  assured  him  of  the  defeat,  he  set  out 
to  seek  for  Tigranes.  And  finding  him  destitute  and  hu- 
miliated, he  by  no  means  requited  liim  with  insolence,  but 
alighting  from  his  horse,  and  condoling  with  him  on  their 
common  loss,  he  gave  him  his  own  royal  guard  to  attend 
him,  and  animated  him  for  the  future.  And  they  together 
gathered  fresh  forces  about  them.  In  the  city  Tigranocerta, 
the  Greeks  meantime  dividing  from  the  barbarians,  sought 
to  deliver  it  up  to  Lucullus,  and  he  attacked  and  took  it. 
ITe  seized  on  the  treasure  himself,  but  gave  the  city  to  be 
plundered  by  the  soldiers,  in  which  were  found,  amongst 
other  property,  eight  thousand  talents  of  coined  money. 
Besides  this,  also,  he  distributed  eight  hundred  drachmas 
to  each  man,  out  of  the  spoils.  When  he  understood  that 
many  players  were  taken  in  the  city,  Avhom  Tigranes  had 
invited  from  all  parts  for  opening  the  theatre  which  he  had 
built,  he  made  use  of  them  for  celebrating  his  triumphal 
games  and  spectacles.  The  Greeks  he  sent  home,  allowing 
them  money  for  their  journey,  and  the  barbarians  also,  as 
many  as  had  been  forced  away  from  their  own  dwellings. 
So  that  by  this  one  citj'  being  dissolved,  many,  by  the 
restitution  of  their  former  inhabitants,  were  restored.  By 
all  of  which  Lucullus  was  beloved  as  a  benefactor  and 
founder.  Other  successes,  also,  attended  him,  such  as  he 
well  deserved,  desirous  as  he  was  far  more  of  praise  for 
acts  of  justice  and  cleriiency,  than  for  feats  in  war,  these 
being  due  partly  to  the  soldiers,  and  very  greatly  to  fortune, 
while  those  are  the  sure  proofs  of  a  gentle  and  liberal 
soul ;  and  by  such  aids  Lucullus,  at  that  time,  even  without 
the  help  of  arms,  succeeded  in  reducing  the  barbarians. 
For  the  kings  of  the  Arabians  came  to  him,  tendering 
what  they  had,  and  with  them  the  Sophenians  also  submit 
ted.  And  he  so  dealt  with  the  Gordyenians,  that  they  were 
willing  to  leave  their  own  habitations,  and  to  follow  him 
with  their  wives  and  children.    Which  was  for  this  cause, 
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Zarbienus,  king  of  the  Gordyenians,  as  has  been  told, 
being  impatient  under  the  tyranny  of  Tigranes,  had  by 
Appius  secretly  made  overtures  of  confederacy  with  Lucul- 
lus,  but,  being  discovered,  was  executed,  and  his  wife  and 
children  with  him,  before  the  Romans  entered  Armenia. 
LucuUus  forgot  not  this,  but  coming  to  the  Gordyenians 
made  a  solemn  interment  in  honor  of  Zarbienus,  and 
adorning  the  funeral  pile  with  royal  robes,  and  gold,  and 
the  spoils  of  Tigranes,  he  himself  in  person  kindled  the 
fire,  and  poured  in  perfumes  with  the  friends  and  relations 
of  the  deceased,  calling  him  his  companion  and  the  con- 
federate of  the  Romans.  He  ordered,  also,  a  costly  monu- 
ment to  be  built  for  him.  There  was  a  large  treasure  of 
gold  and  silver  found  in  Zarbienus's  palace,  and  no  less 
than  three  million  measures  of  corn,  so  that  tlie  soldiers 
were  provided  for,  and  Lucullus  had  the  high  commendation 
of  maintaining  the  war  at  its  own  charge,  without  receiv- 
ing one  drachma  from  the  public  treasury. 

After  this  came  an  embassy  from  the  king  of  Parthia  to 
him,  desiring  amity  and  confederacy  ;  which  being  readily 
embraced  by  Lucullus,  another  was  sent  by  him  in  return  to 
the  Parthian,  the  members  of  which  discovered  him  to  be  a 
double-minded  man,  and  to  be  dealing  privately  at  the  same 
time  with  Tigranes,  offering  to  take  part  with  him,  upon  con- 
dition Mesopotamia  were  delivered  up  to  him.  Which  as 
soon  as  Lucullus  understood,  he  resolved  to  pass  by  Tigranes 
and  Mithridates  as  antagonists  already  overcome,  and  to 
try  the  power  of  Parthia,  by  leading  his  army  against  them, 
thinking  it  would  be  a  glorious  result,  thus  in  one  current 
of  war,  like  an  athlete  in  the  games,  to  throw  down  three 
kings  one  after  another,  and  successively  to  deal  as  a  con- 
queror with  three  of  the  greatest  powers  under  heaven. 
He  sent,  therefore,  into  Pontus  to  Sornatius  and  his  col- 
leagues, bidding  them  bring  the  army  thence,  and  join  with 
him  in  his  expedition  out  of  Gordyene.  The  soldiers  there, 
however,  who  had  been  restive  and  unruly  before,  now 
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openly  displayed  their  mutinous  temper.  Xo  manner  o! 
entreaty  or  force  availed  with  them,  but  they  protested 
and  cried  out  that  they  would  stay  no  longer  even  there, 
but  would  go  a\^■ay  and  desert  Pontus.  The  news  of  which, 
when  reported  to  Lucullus,  did  no  small  harm  to  the  sol- 
diers  about  him,  who  were  already  corrupted  with  wealth 
and  plenty,  and  desirous  of  ease.  And  on  hearing  the  bold- 
ness of  the  others,  they  called  them  men,  and  declared  tliey 
themselves  ought  to  follow  their  example,  for  the  actions 
which  they  had  done  did  now  well  deserve  release  from 
service,  and  repose. 

Upon  these  and  worse  words,  Lucullus  gave  up  the 
thoughts  of  invading  Parthia,  and  in  the  height  of  summe>-. 
time  went  against  Tigi-anes.  Passing  over  Taurus,  he  was 
filled  with  apprehension  at  the  greenness  of  the  fields  before 
him,  so  long  is  the  season  deferred  in  this  region  by  the  cold- 
ness of  the  air.  But  nevertheless,  he  went  down,  and  twice 
or  thrice  putting  to  flight  the  Armenians  who  dared  to  come 
out  against  him,  he  plundered  and  burnt  their  villages,  and 
seizing  on  the  provision  designed  for  Tigranes,  reduced  his 
enemies  to  the  necessity  which  he  had  feared  for  himself. 
But  when,  after  doing  all  he  could  to  provoke  the  enemy  to 
fight,  by  drawing  entrenchments  round  their  camp  and  by 
burning  the  country  before  them,  he  could  by  no  means  bring 
them  to  venture  out,  after  their  frequent  defeats  before  he 
rose  up  and  marched  to  Artaxata,  the  royal  city  of  Tigranes, 
where  his  wives  and  young  children  were  kept,  judging  that 
Tigranes  would  never  suffer  that  to  go  without  the  hazard  of 
a  battle.  It  is  related  that  Hannibal  the  Carthaginian,  after 
the  defeat  of  Antiochus  by  the  Romans,  coming  toArtaxas, 
king  of  Armenia,  pointed  out  to  him  many  other  matters  to 
his  advantage,  and  observing  the  great  natural  capacities 
and  the  pleasantness  of  the  site,  then  lying  unoccupied  and 
neglected,  drew  a  model  of  a  city  for  it,  and  bringing  Ar- 
taxas  thither,  showed  it  to  him  and  encouraged  him  to 
build.   At  which  the  king  being  pleased,  and  desiring  him 
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to  oversee  the  work,  erected  a  large  and  stately  city  which 
was  called  after  his  own  name,  and  made  metropolis  of 
Armenia. 

And  in  fact,  when  Lucullus  proceeded  against  it,  Ti- 
granes  no  longer  suffered  it,  but  came  with  his  array,  and  on 
the  fourth  day  sat  down  by  the  Romans,  the  river  Arsanias 
lying  between  them,  which  of  necessity  Lucullus  must  pass 
in  his  march  to  Artaxata.  Lucullus,  after  sacrifice  to  the 
gods,  as  if  victory  were  already  obtained,  carried  over  his 
army,  having  twelve  cohorts  in  the  first  division  in  front,  the 
rest  being  disposed  in  the  rear  to  prevent  the  enemy's  in- 
closing theni.  For  there  were  many  choice  horse  drawn  up 
against  him  ;  in  the  front  stood  the  Mardian  horse-archers, 
and  Iberians  with  long  spears,  in  whom,  being  the  most  war- 
like, Tigranes  more  confided  tlian  in  any  other  of  his  foreign 
troops.  But  nothing  of  moment  was  done  by  them,  for  though 
they  skirmished  with  the  Roman  horse  at  a  distance,  they 
were  not  able  to  stand  when  the  foot  came  up  to  them  ;  but 
being  broken,  and  flying  on  both  sides,  drew  the  horse  in 
pursuit  after  them.  Though  these  were  routed,  yet  Lucullus 
was  not  without  alarm  when  he  saw  the  cavalry  about  Ti- 
granes with  great  bravery  and  in  large  numbers  coming 
upon  him  ;  he  recalled  his  horse  from  pursuing,  and  he 
himself,  first  of  all,  with  the  best  of  his  men,  engaged  the 
Satrapenians  who  were  opposite  him,  and  before  ever  they 
came  to  close  fight,  routed  them  with  the  mere  terror.  Of 
three  kings  in  battle  against  him,  Mithridates  of  Pontus 
fled  away  the  most  shamefully,  being  not  so  much  as  able 
to  endure  the  shout  of  the  Romans.  The  pursuit  reached  a 
long  way,  and  all  through  the  night  the  Romans  slew  and 
took  prisoners,  and  carried  off  spoils  and  treasure,  till  they 
were  weary.  Livy  says  there  were  more  taken  and  de- 
stroyed in  the  first  battle,  but  in  the  second,  men  of  greater 
distinction. 

Lucullus,  flushed  and  animated  by  this  victory,  deter- 
aiined  to  march  on  into  the  interior  and  there  complete  his 
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conquests  over  the  barbarians,  but  winter  weather  came  Oix 
contrarj^  to  expectation,  as  ciirl}-  as  the  autumnal  equinox, 
witli  storms  and  frequent  snows,  and,  even  in  the  most 
clear  days,  hoar  frost  and  ice,  which  made  the  wateis 
scarcely  drinkable  for  the  horses  by  their  exceeding  cold- 
ness, and  scarcely  passable  through  the  ice  breaking  and 
cutting  the  horses'  sinews.  The  country  for  tlie  most  part 
being  quite  uncleared,  with  difficult  passes,  and  much 
wood,  kept  them  continually  wet,  the  snow  falling  thickly 
on  them  as  they  marched  in  the  day,  and  the  ground  that 
they  lay  upon  at  night  l)eing  damp  and  watery.  After  the 
battle  they  followed  not  Lucullus  many  days  before  they 
began  to  be  refractory,  first  of  all  entreating  and  sending 
the  tribunes  to  him,  but  presently  they  tumultuously 
gathered  together,  and  made  a  shouting  all  night  long  in 
their  tents,  a  plain  sign  of  a  mutinous  army.  But  Lucullus 
as  earnestly  entreated  them,  desiring  them  to  have  patience, 
but  till  they  took  the  Armenian  Carthage,  and  overturned 
the  work  of  their  great  enemy,  meaning  Hannibal.  But 
when  he  could  not  prevail,  he  led  them  back,  and  crossing 
Taurus  by  another  road,  came  into  the  fruitful  and  sunny 
country  of  Mygdonia,  where  was  a  great  and  populous 
city,  by  the  barbarians  called  Xisibis,  by  the  Greeks  Antioch 
of  iNIygdonia.  This  was  defended  by  Guras,  brother  of 
Tigranes,  with  the  dignity  of  governor  and  by  the  engineer- 
ing skill  and  dexterity  of  Callimachus,  the  same  who  so 
much  annoyed  the  Romans  at  .Vmisus.  Lucullus,  however, 
brought  his  army  up  to  it,  and  laying  close  siege,  in  a  short 
time  took  it  by  storm.  He  used  Guras,  who  surrendered 
himself,  kindly,  but  gave  no  attention  to  Callimachus, 
•  though  he  offered  to  make  discovery  of  hidden  treasures, 
commanding  him  to  be  kept  in  chains,  to  be  punished  for 
firing  the  city  of  Amisus,  which  had  disappointed  his  ambi- 
tion of  showing  favor  and  kindness  to  the  Greeks. 

Hitherto,  one  would  imagine  fortune  had  attended  and 
fought  with  Lucullus,  but  afterwards,  as  if  the  wind  had 
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failed  of  a  sudden,  he  did  all  things  hy  force,  and  as  it  were 
against  the  grain ;  and  showed  certainly  the  conduct  and 
patience  of  a  wise  captam,  but  in  the  results  met  with  no 
fresh  honor  or  reputation ;  and  indeed,  by  bad  success 
and  vain  embarrassments  with  his  soldiers,  he  came  within 
a  little  of  losing  even  what  he  had  before.  He  himself  was 
not  the  least  cause  of  all  this,  being  far  from  inclined  to 
seek  popularity  with  the  mass  of  the  soldiers,  and  more 
ready  to  think  any  indulgence  shown  to  them  an  invasion 
of  his  own  authority.  But  what  was  worst  of  all,  he  was 
naturally  unsociable  to  his  great  officers  in  commission 
with  him,  despising  others  and  thinking  them  worthy  of 
nothing  in  comparison  with  himself.  These  faults,  we 
are  told,  he  had  with  all  his  many  excellences ;  he  was 
of  a  large  and  noble  person,  an  eloquent  speaker,  and  a 
wise  counsellor,  both  in  the  forum  and  the  camp.  Sallust 
says,  the  soldiers  were  ill-affected  to  him  from  the  begin- 
ning of  the  war,  because  they  were  forced  to  keep  the  field 
two  winters  at  Cyzicus,  and  afterwards  at  Amisus.  Their 
other  winters,  also,  vexed  them,  for  they  either  spent  them 
in  an  enemy's  country,  or  else  were  confined  to  their  tents 
in  the  open  field  among  their  confederates ;  for  LucuUus 
not  so  much  as  once  went  into  a  Greek  confederate  town 
with  his  army.  To  this  ill-affection  abroad,  the  tribunes 
yet  more  contributed  at  home,  invidiously  accusing  Lucul- 
lus,  as  one  who  for  empire  and  riches  prolonged  the  war, 
holding,  it  might  almost  be  said,  under  his  sole  power 
Cilicia,  Asia,  Bithynia,  Paphlagonia,  Pontus,  Armenia,  all 
as  far  as  the  river  Phasis  ;  and  now  of  late  had  plundered 
the  royal  city  of  Tigranes,  as  if  he  had  been  commissioned 
not  so  much  to  subdue  as  to  strip  kings.  This  is  what  we 
are  told  was  said  by  Lucius  Quintius,  one  of  the  prsetors, 
at  whose  instance,  in  particular,  the  people  determined  tc 
send  one  who  should  succeed  Lucullus  in  his  province,  and 
voted,  also,  to  relieve  many  of  the  soldiers  under  him  from 
fiirther  service. 
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Besides  these  evils,  that  which  most  of  all  prejudiced  I,u. 
cullus  v/as  Publius  Clodius,  an  insolent  man,  very  vicious 
and  bold,  brother  to  LucuUus's  wife,  a  woman  of  bad  con 
duct,  with  whom  Clodius  was  himself  suspected  of  crimi- 
nal  intercourse.  Being  then  in  the  army  under  Lucullus, 
but  not  in  as  great  authority  as  he  expected  (for  he  would 
fain  have  been  the  chief  of  all,  but  on  account  of  his  char- 
acter  was  postponed  to  many),  he  ingratiated  himself 
secretly  with  the  Fimbrian  troops,  and  stirred  them  up 
against  Lucullus,  using  fair  speeches  to  them,  who  of  old  had 
been  used  to  be  flattered  in  such  a  manner.  These  were 
those  whom  Fimbria  before  liad  persuaded  to  kill  the  consul 
Flaccus,  and  choose  him  their  leader.  And  so  they  listened 
not  unwillingly  to  Clodius,  and  called  him  the  soldiers' 
friend,  for  the  concern  he  professed  for  them,  and  the  indig- 
nation he  expressed  at  the  prospect  that  "  there  must  be 
no  end  of  wars  and  toils,  but  in  fighting  with  all  nations, 
and  wandering  throughout  all  the  world  they  must  wear 
out  their  lives  receiving  no  other  reward  for  their  service 
than  to  guard  the  carriages  and  camels  of  Lucullus,  laden 
with  gold  and  precious  goblets  ;  while  as  for  Pompey's 
soldiers,  they  were  all  citizens,  living  safe  at  home  with 
their  wives  and  children,  on  fertile  lands,  or  in  towns,  and 
that,  not  after  driving  Mithridates  and  Tigranes  into  wild 
deserts,  and  overturning  the  royal  cities  of  Asia,  but  after 
having  merely  reduced  exiles  in  Spain,  or  fugitive  slaves  in 
Italy.  Nay,  if  indeed  we  must  never  have  an  end  of  fight- 
ing, should  we  not  rather  reserve  the  remainder  of  our 
bodies  and  souls  for  a  general  who  will  reckon  his  chiefest 
glory  to  be  the  wealth  of  his  soldiers." 

By  such  practices  the  army  of  Lucullus,  being  corrupted, 
neither  followed  him  against  Tigranes,  nor  against  Mithri- 
dates, when  he  now  at  once  returned  into  Pontus  out  of 
Armenia,  and  was  recovering  his  kingdom,  hut  under  pre- 
tence of  the  winter,  sat  idle  in  Gordyene,  every  minute  cx- 
oecting  either  Pompey,  or  some  other  general,  to  succeed 
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iLucuiius.  But  when  news  came  that  Mithridates  had  de- 
feated Fabius,  and  was  marching  against  Sornatius  and 
Triarius,  out  of  shame  they  followed  Lucullus.  Triarius, 
ambitiously  aiming  at  victory  before  ever  Lucullus  came 
to  him,  though  he  was  then  very  near,  was  defeated  in  a 
great  battle,  in  which  it  is  said  that  above  seven  thousand 
Romans  fell,  among  whom  were  a  hundred  and  fifty  cen- 
turions, and  four-and-twenty  tribunes,  and  that  the  camp 
itself  was  taken.  Lucullus,  coming  up  a  few  days  after, 
concealed  Triarius  from  the  search  of  the  angry  soldiers. 
But  when  Mithridates  declined  battle,  and  waited  for  the 
coming  of  Tigranes,  who  was  then  on  his  march  with  great 
forces,  he  resolved  before  they  joined  their  forces  to  turn 
once  more  and  engage  with  Tigranes.  But  in  the  way  the 
mutinous  Fimbrians  deserted  their  ranks,  professing  them- 
selves released  from  service  by  a  decree,  and  that  Lucullus, 
the  provinces  being  allotted  to  others,  had  no  longer  any 
right  to  command  them.  There  was  nothing  beneath  the 
dignity  of  Lucullus  which  he  did  not  now  submit  to  bear, 
entreating  them  one  by  one,  from  tent  to  tent,  going  up 
and  down  humbly  and  in  tears,  and  even  taking  some  like 
a  suppliant  by  the  hand.  But  they  turned  away  from  his 
salutes,  and  threw  down  their  empty  purses,  bidding  him 
engage  alone  with  the  enemy,  as  he  alone  made  advantage 
of  it.  At  length  by  the  entreaty  of  the  other  soldiers,  the 
Fimbrians,  being  prevailed  upon,  consented  to  tarry  that 
summer  under  him,  but  if  during  that  time  no  enemy  came 
to  fight  them,  to  be  free.  Lucullus  of  necessity  was  forced 
to  comply  with  this,  or  else  to  abandon  the  country  to  the 
barbarians.  He  kept  them,  indeed,  with  him,  but  without 
urging  his  authority  upon  them ;  nor  did  he  lead  them  out 
to  battle,  being  contented  if  they  should  but  stay  with  him, 
though  he  then  saw  Cappadocia  wasted  by  Tigranes,  and 
Mithridates  again  triumphing,  whom  not  long  before  he 
reported  to  the  senate  to  be  wholly  subdued ;  and  commis- 
Bioners  were  now  arrived  to  settle  the  affairs  of  Pontus,  aa 
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if  all  had  been  quietly  in  liis  possession.  But  when  they 
came,  they  found  him  not  so  nnu  li  as  master  of  himself, 
but  contemned  and  derided  by  the  common  soldiers,  who 
arrived  at  that  height  of  insolence  against  their  general, 
that  at  the  end  of  summer  they  put  on  their  armor  and 
drew  their  swords,  and  defied  their  enemies  then  absent 
and  gone  off  a  long  while  before,  and  with  great  outcries 
and  waving  their  swords  in  the  air,  they  quitted  the  camp, 
proclaiming  that  the  time  was  expired  which  they  prom- 
ised to  stay  with  Lucullus.  The  rest  were  summoned  by 
letters  from  Pompey  to  come  and  join  him ;  he  by  the 
favor  of  the  people  and  by  flattery  of  their  leaders,  having 
been  chosen  general  of  the  army  against  Mithridates  and 
Tigranes,  though  the  senate  and  the  nobility  all  thought  that 
Lucullus  was  injured,  having  those  put  over  his  head  who 
succeeded  rather  to  his  ti'iumph,  than  to  his  commission, 
and  that  he  was  not  so  truly  deprived  of  his  command,  as 
of  the  glory  he  had  deserved  in  his  command,  which  he 
was  forced  to  yield  to  another. 

It  was  yet  more  of  just  matter  of  pity  and  indignation, 
to  those  who  were  present ;  for  Lucullus  remained  no 
longer  master  of  rewards  or  punishments  for  any  actions 
done  in  the  war ;  neither  would  Pompey  suffer  any  man  to 
go  to  him,  or  pay  any  respect  to  the  orders  and  arrange- 
ments he  made  with  advice  of  his  ten  commissioners,  but 
expressly  issued  edicts  to  the  contrary,  and  could  not  but 
be  obeyed  by  reason  of  his  greater  power.  Friends,  how- 
ever, on  both  sides,  thought  it  desirable  to  bring  them  to- 
gether, and  they  met  in  a  village  of  Galatia,  and  saluted 
each  other  in  a  friendly  manner,  with  congratulations  on 
each  other's  successes.  Lucullus  was  the  elder,  but  Pom- 
pey the  more  distinguished  by  his  more  numerous  com- 
mands and  his  two  triumphs.  Both  had  rods  dressed  with 
laurel  carried  before  them  for  their  victories,  and  as  Pom- 
pey's  laurels  were  withered  whh  passing  through  hot  and 
droughty  countries,  Luculhis's  lictors  courteously  gave 
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Pompey's  some  of  the  fresh  and  green  ones  •which  they 
had,  which  Pompey's  friends  counted  a  good  omen,  as 
indeed,  of  a  truth,  Lucullus's  actions  furnished  the  honors 
of  Pompey's  command.  The  interview,  however,  did  not 
bring  them  to  any  amicable  agreement ;  they  parted  even 
less  friends  than  they  met.  Pompey  repealed  all  the  acts 
of  Lucullus,  drew  off  his  soldiers,  and  left  him  no  more 
than  sixteen  hundred  for  his  triumph,  and  even  those 
unwilling  to  go  with  him.  So  wanting  was  Lucullus, 
either  througli  natural  constitution  or  adverse  circum- 
stances, in  that  one  first  and  most  important  requisite  of  a 
general,  which  had  he  but  added  to  his  other  many  and 
remarkable  virtues,  his  fortitude,  vigilance,  wisdom,  jus- 
tice, the  Roman  empire  had  not  had  Euphrates  for  its 
boundary,  but  the  utmost  ends  of  Asia  and  the  Hyrcanian 
sea;  as  other  nations  were  then  disabled  by  the  late  con- 
quests of  Tigranes,  and  the  power  of  Parthia  had  not  in 
Lucullus's  time  shown  itself  so  formidable  as  Crassus  after- 
wards found  it,  nor  had  as  yet  gained  that  consistency, 
being  crippled  by  wars  at  home,  and  on  its  frontiers,  and 
unable  even  to  make  head  against  the  encroachments  of 
the  Armenians.  And  Lucullus,  as  it  was,  seems  to  me 
through  others'  agency  to  have  done  Rome  greater  harm, 
than  he  did  her  advantage  by  his  own.  For  the  trophies 
in  Armenia,  near  the  Parthian  frontier,  and  Tigranocerta, 
and  Nisibis,  and  the  great  wealth  brought  from  thence 
to  Rome,  with  the  captive  crown  of  Tigranes  carried  in 
triumph,  all  helped  to  puff  up  Crassus,  as  if  the  barbarians 
had  been  nothing  else  but  spoil  and  booty,  and  he,  falling 
among  the  Parthian  archers,  soon  demonstrated  that 
Lucullus's  triumphs  were  not  beholden  to  the  inadvertency 
and  effeminacy  of  his  enemies,  but  to  his  own  courage  and 
conduct.    But  of  this  afterwards. 

Lucullus,  upon  his  return  to  Rome,  found  his  brother 
Marcus  accused  by  Caius  Memmius  for  his  acts  as  quaestor, 
done  by  Sylla's  orders;  and  on  his  acquittal,  Memmius 
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changed  the  scene,  and  animal cd  the  people  agauist  Lucul. 
]us  himself,  nrging  them  to  deny  liim  a  triumph  for  appro- 
priating the  spoils  and  prolonging  the  war.  In  this  great 
struggle,  the  nohility  and  chief  men  went  down,  and 
mingling  in  person  among  the  tribes,  with  much  entreaty 
and  labor,  scarce  at  length  prevailed  upon  them  to  consent 
to  his  triumph.  The  pomp  of  which  proved  not  so  wonder- 
ful or  so  wearisome  with  the  length  of  the  procession  and 
the  number  of  things  carried  in  it,  but  consisted  chiefly  in 
vast  quantities  of  arms  and  machines  of  the  king's  with 
which  he  adorned  the  Flaminian  circus,  a  spectacle  liy  no 
means  despicable.  In  his  progress  there  passed  by  a  few 
horsemen  in  heavy  armor,  ten  chariots  armed  ^  ith  soytlies, 
sixty  friends  and  officers  of  the  king's,  and  a  hundred  and 
ten  brazen-beaked  ships  of  war,  which  were  conveyed  along 
with  them,  a  golden  image  of  Mithridates  six  feet  high,  a 
shield  set  with  precious  stones,  twenty  loads  of  silver  ves- 
sels,  and  thirty-two  of  golden  cups,  armor,  and  money,  all 
carried  by  men.  Besides  which,  eight  mules  were  laden 
with  golden  couches,  fifty-six  with  bullion,  and  a  hundred 
and  seven  with  coined  silver,  little  less  than  two  million 
seven  hundred  thousand  pieces.  There  were  tablets,  also, 
with  inscriptions,  stating  what  moneys  he  gave  Ponipey 
for  prosecuting  the  piratic  war,  what  he  delivered  into  the 
treasury,  and  what  he  gave  to  every  soldier,  which  was 
nine  hundred  and  fifty  drachmas  each.  After  all  which 
he  nobly  feasted  the  city  and  adjoining  villages  or  viri. 

Being  divorced  from  Clodia,  a  dissolute  and  wicked 
woman,  he  married  Servilia,  sister  to  Cato.  This  also 
proved  an  unfortunate  match,  for  she  only  wanted  one  of 
all  of  Clodia's  vices,  the  criminality  she  was  accused  of 
with  her  brothers.  Out  of  reverence  to  Cato,  he  for  a 
while  connived  her  impurity  and  immodesty,  but  at  length 
dismissed  her.  When  the  senate  expected  great  things 
from  him,  hoping  to  find  in  him  a  check  to  the  usurpations 
of  Pompey,  and  that  with  the  greatness  of  his  station  and 
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credit  he  -u-ould  come  forwards  as  the  champion  oi  the 
nobility,  he  retired  from  business  and  abandoned  public 
life;  either  because  he  saw  the  State  to  be  in  a  difficult  and 
diseased  condition,  or,  as  others  say,  because  he  was  as 
great  as  he  could  well  be,  and  inclined  to  a  quiet  and  easy 
life,  after  those  many  labors  and  toils  which  had  ended 
with  him  so  far  from  fortunately.  There  are  those  who 
highly  commend  his  change  of  life,  saying  that  he  thus 
avoided  the  rock  on  which  ]Marius  split.  For  he,  after  the 
great  and  glorious  deeds  of  his  Cimbrian  victories,  was  not 
contented  to  retire  upon  his  honors,  but  out  of  an  insatiable 
desire  of  glory  and  power,  even  in  his  old  age,  headed  a 
political  party  against  young  men,  and  let  himself  fall  into 
miserable  actions,  and  yet  more  miserable  sufferings.  Bet- 
ter in  like  manner,  they  say,  had  it  been  for  Cicero,  after 
Catiline's  conspiracy,  to  have  retired  and  grown  old,  and 
for  Scipio,  after  his  Xuraantine  and  Carthaginian  conquests, 
to  have  sat  down  contented.  For  the  administration  of 
public  affairs  has,  like  other  things,  its  proper  tcm,  and 
statesmen,  as  well  as  wrestlers,  will  break  down,  when 
strength  and  youth  fail.  But  Crassus  and  Pompey,  on  the 
other  hand,  laughed  to  see  TatcuIIus  abandoning  himself 
to  pleasure  and  expense,  as  if  luxurious  living  were  not  a 
thing  that  as  little  became  his  years  as  government  of  affairs 
at  home,  or  of  an  army  abroad. 

And,  indeed,  Lucullus's  life,  like  the  Old  Comedy,  pre- 
sents us  at  the  commencement  with  acts  of  policy,  and  of 
war,  at  the  end  offering  nothing  but  good  eating  and  drink- 
ing, feastings,  and  revellings,  and  mere  play.  For  I  give 
no  higher  name  to  his  sumptuous  buildings,  porticos, 
and  baths,  still  less  to  his  paintings  and  sculptures,  and  all 
his  industry  about  these  curiosities,  which  he  collected 
with  vast  expense,  lavishly  bestowing  all  the  wealth  and 
treasure  which  he  got  in  the  war  upon  them,  insomuch 
that  even  now,  with  all  the  advance  of  luxury,  the  Lucullean 
gardens  are  counted  the  noblest  the  emperor  has.  Tubero 
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the  stoic,  when  lie  saw  his  buildings  at  Xaples,  where  ha 
suspended  tlie  hills  upon  vast  tunnels,  brought  in  the  sea 
for  moats  and  fish-ponds  round  his  house,  and  built  pleas- 
ure-houses  in  the  waters,  called  him  Xerxes  in  a  gown, 
lb-  had  also  fine  seats  in  Tusculum,  belvederes,  and  large 
open  balconies  for  men's  apartments,  and  porticos  to  walk 
in,  where  Pompey  coming  to  see  him,  blamed  him  for 
making  a  house  which  would  be  pleasant  in  summer,  but 
uninhabitable  in  winter;  whom  he  answered  with  a  smile, 
"  You  think  me,  then,  less  provident  than  cranes  and  storks, 
not  to  change  my  home  with  the  season."  When  a  prfetor, 
with  great  expense  and  pains,  was  preparing  a  spectacle 
for  the  people,  and  asked  him  to  lend  him  some  purple 
robes  for  the  performers  in  a  chorus,  he  told  him  he  would 
go  home  and  see,  and  if  he  had  got  any,  would  let  him  have 
them ;  and  the  next  day  asking  how  many  he  wanted,  and 
being  told  that  a  hundred  would  suffice,  bade  him  to  take 
twice  as  many :  on  which  the  poet  Horace  observes,  that  a 
house  is  but  a  poor  one,  where  the  valuables  unseen  and 
unthought  of  do  not  exceed  all  those  that  meet  the  eye. 

Lucullus's  daily  entertainments  were  ostentatiously  ex- 
travagant, not  only  with  purple  coverlets,  and  plate  adorned 
with  precious  stones,  and  dancings,  and  interludes,  but 
with  the  greatest  diversity  of  dishes  and  the  most  elaborate 
cookery,  for  the  vulgar  to  admire  and  envy.  It  was  a 
happy  thought  of  Pompey  in  his  sickness,  when  his  physician 
prescribed  a  thrush  for  his  dinner,  and  his  servants  told 
him  that  in  summer-time  thrushes  were  not  to  be  found 
anywhere  but  in  Lucullus's  fattening  coops,  that  he  would 
not  sufl:'er  them  to  fetch  one  thence,  but  observing  to  his 
physician,  "  So  if  LucuUus  had  not  been  an  epicure,  Pompey 
had  not  lived,"  ordered  something  else  that  could  easily 
be  got  to  be  prepared  for  him.  Cato  was  his  friend  and 
connection,  but,  nevertheless,  so  hated  his  life  and  habits, 
that  when  a  young  man  in  the  senate  made  a  long  and 
tedious  speech  in  praise  of  frugality  and  temperance,  Cato 
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got  up  and  said,  "  How  long  do  you  mean  to  go  on  making 
money  like  Crassus,  living  like  LucuUus  and  talking  like 
Cato?"  There  are  some,  however,  who  say  the  words 
were  said,  but  not  by  Cato. 

It  is  plain  from  the  anecdotes  on  record  of  him,  that  Lu- 
cuUus  was  not  only  pleased  with,  but  even  gloried  in  his 
way  of  livuig.  For  he  is  said  to  have  feasted  several  Greeks 
upon  their  coming  to  Rome  day  after  day,  who  of  a  true 
Grecian  principle,  being  a^^hamed,  and  declining  the  invita- 
tions, where  so  great  an  expense  was  every  day  incurred  for 
them,  he  with  a  smile  told  them,  "  Some  of  this,  indeed,  my 
Grecian  friends,  is  for  your  sakes,  but  more  for  that  of  Lu- 
cuUus." Once  when  he  supped  alone,  there  being  only  one 
course,  and  that  but  moderately  furnished,  he  called  his 
steward  and  reproved  him,  who  professing  to  have  supposed 
that  there  would  be  no  need  of  any  great  entertainment, 
when  nobody  was  invited,  was  answered,  "  "What,  did  not 
you  know,  then,  that  to-day  Lucullus  dines  with  Lucullus  ?  " 
Which  being  much  spoken  of  about  the  city,  Cicero  and 
Pompey  one  day  met  him  loitering  in  the  forum,  the  former 
his  intimate  friend  and  familiar,  and,  though  there  had  been 
some  ill-will  between  Pompey  and  him  about  the  command 
in  the  war,  still  they  used  to  see  each  other  and  converse  on 
easy  terms  together,  Cicero  accordingly  saluted  him,  and 
asked  him  whether  to-day  were  a  good  time  for  asking  a  favor 
of  him,  and  on  his  answering,  "  Very  much  so,"  and  beg- 
ging to  hear  what  it  was, "  Then,"  said  Cicero, "  we  should  like 
to  dine  with  you  to-day,  just  on  the  dinner  that  is  prepared 
for  yourself."  Lucullus  being  surprised,  and  requesting  a 
day's  time,  they  refused  to  grant  it,  neither  suffered  hiua 
to  talk  with  his  servants,  for  fear  he  should  give  order  for 
more  than  was  appointed  before.  But  thus  much  they 
consented  to,  that  before  their  faces  he  might  tell  his  serv- 
ants, that  to-day  he  would  sup  in  the  Apollo  (for  so  one 
of  his  best  dining-rooms  was  called),  and  by  this  evasion 
he  outwitted  his  guests.    For  every  room,  as  it  seems,  hai 
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its  own  assessment  of  expenditure,  dinner  at  such  a  pric^ 
and  all  else  in  accordance  ;  so  that  the  servants,  on  know, 
ing  where  he  would  dine,  knew  also  how  much  was  to  tx 
expended,  and  in  what  style  and  form  dinner  was  to  be 
served.  The  expense  for  the  .Vpollo  was  fifty  thousand 
drachmas,  and  thus  much  being  that  day  laid  out,  the 
greatness  of  the  cost  did  not  so  much  amaze  Pompey  and 
Cicero,  as  the  rapidity  of  the  outlay.  One  might  believe 
Lucullus  thought  his  money  really  captive  and  barbarian, 
so  wantonly  and  contumeliously  did  he  treat  it. 

His  furnishing  a  library,  however,  deserves  praise  and 
record,  for  he  collected  very  many  choice  manuscripts; 
and  the  use  they  were  put  to  was  even  more  magnificent 
than  the  purchase,  the  library  being  always  open,  and  the 
Walks  and  reading-rooms  about  it  free  to  all  Greeks,  whose 
delight  it  was  to  leave  their  other  occupations  and  hasten 
thither  as  to  the  habitation  of  the  Muses,  there  walking 
about,  and  diverting  one  another.  He  himself  often  passed 
his  hours  there,  disputing  with  the  learned  in  the  walks, 
and  giving  his  advice  to  statesmen  who  required  it,  inso- 
much that  his  house  was  altogether  a  home,  and  in  a 
manner  a  Greek  prytaneum  for  those  that  visited  Rome 
He  was  fond  of  all  sorts  of  philosophy,  and  was  well-read 
and  expert  in  them  all.  But  he  always  from  the  first 
specially  favored  and  valued  the  Academy ;  not  the  Xew 
one,  which  at  that  time  under  Philo  flourished  with  thi> 
precepts  of  Carneades,  but  the  Old  one,  then  sustained  and 
■represented  by  Antiochus  of  Asealon,  a  learned  and  elo- 
quent man.  Lucullus  with  great  labor  made  him  his  friend 
and  champion,  and  set  him  up  against  Philo's  auditors, 
among  whom  Cicero  was  one,  who  wrote  an  admirable 
treatise  in  defence  of  his  sect,  in  which  he  puts  the  argu- 
ment in  favor  of  conij>n/ie/i.sio/i  in  the  mouth  of  Lucullus, 
and  the  opposite  argument  in  his  own.  The  book  is  called 
Lucullus.  For,  as  has  been  said,  they  ^VL•re  great  friends, 
and  took  the  same  side  in  politics.    For  Lucullus  did  not 
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wholly  retire  from  the  republic,  but  only  from  ambition, 
and  from  the  dangerous  and  often  lawless  struggle  for 
political  pre-eminence,  which  he  left  to  Crassus  and  Cato, 
whom  the  senators,  jealous  of  Pompey's  greatness,  put  for- 
ward as  their  champions,  when  Lueullus  refused  to  head 
them.  For  his  friends'  sake  he  came  into  the  forum  and 
into  the  senate,  when  occasion  offered  to  humble  tjie  ambi- 
tion and  pride  of  Pompe\',  whose  settlement,  after  his 
conquests  over  the  kings,  he  got  cancelled,  and,  by  the  as- 
sistance of  Cato,  hindered  a  division  of  lands  to  his  soldiers, 
which  he  proposed.  So  Pompey  went  over  to  Crassus  and 
Csesar's  alliance,  or  rather  I'onspiracy,  and  filling  the  city 
with  armed  men,  procured  the  ratification  of  his  decrees 
by  force,  and  drove  Cato  and  Lueullus  out  of  the  forum. 
Which  being  resented  liy  the  nobility,  Pompey's  party 
produced  one  Vettius,  pretending  they  apprehended  him 
in  a  design  against  Pompey's  life.  ^Vho  in  the  senate- 
house  accused  otliers,  but  before  the  people  named  Lueul- 
lus, as  if  he  had  been  suborned  by  him  to  kill  Pompey. 
Xobody  gave  heed  to  what  he  said,  and  it  soon  appeared 
that  they  had  put  him  forward  to  make  false  charges  and 
accusations.  And  after  a  few  days  the  whole  intrigue 
became  yet  more  obvious,  wlien  the  dead  body  of  Vettius 
was  thrown  out  of  the  prison,  he  being  reported,  indeed, 
to  have  died  a  natural  death,  but  carrying  marks  of  a 
halter  and  blows  about  him,  and  seeming  rather  to  have 
been  taken  off  Ijy  those  who  suborned  him.  These  things 
kept  Lueullus  at  a  greater  distance  from  the  republic. 

But  when  Cicero  was  banished  the  city,  and  Cato  sent  to 
Cyprus,  he  quitted  X3ublic  affairs  altogether.  It  is  said, 
too,  that  before  his  death,  his  intellects  failed  him  by 
degrees.  But  Cornelius  Xepos  denies  that  either  age  or 
sickness  impaired  his  mind,  which  was  rather  affected  by 
a  potion,  given  him  by  Callisthenes,  his  freedman.  The 
potion  was  meant  by  Callisthenes  to  strengthen  his  affection 
for  him,  and  was  supposed  to  have  that  tendency,  but  it 
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Btood  quite  otherwise,  and  so  disabled  and  unsettled  his 
mind,  that  while  he  was  yet  alive,  his  brother  took  charge 
of  his  affairs.  At  his  death,  as  though  it  had  been  the 
death  of  one  taken  off  in  the  very  height  of  military  and 
civil  glory,  the  people  were  much  concerned,  and  flocked 
together,  and  would  have  forcibly  taken  his  corpse,  as  it 
was  carried  mto  the  market-place  by  young  men  of  the 
highest  rank,  and  have  buried  it  in  the  field  of  Mars,  where 
they  buried  Sylla.  Which  being  altogether  unexpected, 
and  necessaries  not  easily  to  be  procured  on  a  sudden,  his 
brother,  after  much  entreaty  and  solicitation,  prevailed 
upon  them  to  suffer  him  to  be  buried  on  his  Tusculan 
estate  as  had  been  appointed.  He  himself  survived  him  but 
a  short  time,  coming  not  far  behind  in  death,  as  he  did  in 
age  and  renown,  in  all  respects,  a  most  loving  brother. 


COMPARISON  OF  LUCULLUS  WITH  CIMON. 

One  might  bless  the  end  of  LucuUus,  which  was  so 
timid  as  to  let  him  die  before  the  great  revolution,  which 
fate,  by  intestine  wars,  was  already  effecting  against  the 
established  government,  and  to  close  his  life  in  a  free, 
though  troubled  commonwealth.  And  in  this,  above  all 
other  things,  Cimon  and  he  are  alike.  For  he  died  also 
when  Greece  was  as  yet  undisordered,  in  its  highest 
felicity ;  though  in  the  field  at  the  head  of  his  army,  not 
recalled,  nor  out  of  his  mind,  nor  sullying  the  glory  of  his 
wars,  engagements,  and  conquests,  by  making  feastings 
and  debauches  seem  the  apparent  end  and  aim  of  them  all , 
as  Plato  says  scornfully  of  Orpheus,  that  he  makes  an 
eternal  debauch  hereafter,  the  reward  of  those  who  lived 
well  here.  Indeed,  ease  and  quiet,  and  the  study  o* 
pleasant  and  speculative  learning,  to  m  old  man  retiring 
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from  command  and  office,  is  a  most  suitable  and  becoming 
solace ;  but  to  misguide  virtuous  actions  to  pleasure  as 
their  utmost  end,  and  as  the  conclusion  of  campaigns  and 
commands,  to  keep  the  feast  of  Venus,  did  not  become  the 
noble  Academy,  and  the  follower  of  Xenocrates,  but  rather 
one  that  inclined  to  Epicurus  And  this  is  one  surprising 
point  ot  contrast  between  tliem ;  Cimon's  youth  was  ill 
reputed  and  intemperate,  Lucullus's  well  disciplined  and 
sober.  Undoubtedly  we  must  give  the  preference  to  the 
ihange  for  good,  for  it  argues  the  better  nature,  where  vice 
declines  and  virtue  grows.  Both  had  great  wealth,  but 
employed  it  in  different  ways  ;  and  there  is  no  comparison 
between  the  south  wall  of  the  acropolis  built  by  Cimon, 
and  the  chambers  and  galleries,  with  their  sea-views,  buili 
at  Naples  by  Lucullus,  out  of  the  spoils  of  the  barbarians 
Neither  can  we  compare  Cimon's  popular  and  liberal  table 
with  the  sumptuous  oriental  one  of  Lucullus,  the  former 
receiving  a  great  many  guests  every  day  at  small  cost,  the 
latter  expensively  spread  for  a  few  men  of  pleasure,  unless 
you  will  say  that  different  times  made  the  alteration.  For 
who  can  tell  but  that  Cimon,  if  he  had  retired  in  his  old  age 
from  business  and  war  to  quiet  and  solitude,  might  have  lived 
a  more  luxurious  and  self-indulgent  life,  as  he  was  fond  ol 
wine  and  company,  and  accused,  as  has  been  said,  of  laxity 
with  women '{  The  better  pleasures  gained  in  successful 
action  and  effort  leave  the  baser  appetites  no  time  or  place, 
and  makes  active  and  heroic  men  forget  them.  Had  but 
Lucullus  ended  his  days  in  the  field,  and  in  command,  envy 
and  detraction  itself  could  never  have  accused  him,  S« 
much  for  their  manner  of  life. 

In  war,  it  is  plain  they  were  both  soldiers  of  excellent 
conduct,  both  at  land  and  sea.  But  as  in  the  games  they 
honor  those  champions  who  on  the  same  day  gain  the  gar 
land,  both  in  wrestling  and  in  the  pancratium,  with  the 
name  of  "  Victors  and  more,"  so  Cimon,  honoring  Greece 
Ifith  a  sea  and  land  victory  on  the  same  day,  may  claina  a 
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certain  pre-eminence  among  commanders.  Lucullus  re 
ceived  command  from  his  couiitry,  ^A■he^eas  Cimon  brought 
it  to  his.  He  annexed  the  territories  of  enemies  to  her, 
who  ruled  over  confederates  before,  but  Cimon  made  his 
country,  which  when  he  began  was  a  mere  follower  ol 
others,  both  rule  over  confederates,  and  conquer  enemies 
too,  forcing  the  Persians  to  relinquish  the  sea,  and  induc- 
ing the  Lacedaemonians  to  surrender  their  command.  If  it 
be  the  chiefest  thing  in  a  general  to  obtain  the  obedience 
of  his  soldiers  by  good-will,  Lucullus  was  despised  by  his 
own  army,  but  Cimon  highly  prized  even  by  others.  His 
soldiers  deserted  the  one,  the  confederates  came  over  to 
the  other.  Lucullus  came  home  without  the  forces  wliich 
he  led  out ;  Cimon,  sent  out  at  first  to  serve  as  one  confed- 
erate among  oihers,  returned  home  with  authority  even 
over  these  also,  having  successfully  effected  for  his  city 
three  most  difficult  services,  establishing  peace  with  tlie 
enemy,  dominion  over  confederates,  and  concord  with  Lace- 
daemon.  Both  aiming  to  destroy  great  kingdoms,  and 
subdue  all  Asia,  failed  in  their  enterprise,  Cimon  by  a 
simple  piece  of  ill-fortune,  for  he  died  when  gener.al,  in  the 
height  of  success ;  but  Lucullus  no  man  can  wholly  acquit 
of  being  in  fault  with  his  soldiers,  whether  it  were  he  did 
not  know,  or  would  not  comply  with  the  distastes  and  com- 
plaints of  his  army,  which  brought  him  at  last  into  such 
extreme  unpopularity  among  them.  But  did  not  Cimon 
also  suffer  like  him  in  this?  For  the  citizens  anaigned 
him,  and  did  not  leave  off  till  they  had  banished  him,  that, 
as  Plato  says,  they  might  not  hear  him  for  the  space  of  ten 
years.  For  high  and  noble  minds  seldom  please  the  vul- 
gar, or  are  acceptable  to  them ;  for  the  force  they  use  to 
straighten  their  distorted  actions  gives  the  same  pain  as 
surgeons'  bandages  do  in  bringing  dislocated  bones  to  their 
natural  position.  Both  of  tliem,  perhaps,  come  off  pretty 
much  with  an  equal  acquittal  on  this  count. 
Lucullus  very  much  outwent  Iiim  in  ^^•ar,  being  the  first 
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Roman  who  carried  an  army  over  Taurus,  passed  the 
Tigris,  took  and  burned  the  royal  palaces  oi  Asia  in  the 
Bight  of  the  kings,  Tigranocerta,  Cabira,  Sinope,  and 
Nisibis,  seizing  and  overwhelming  the  northern  parts  as 
far  as  the  Phasis,  the  east  as  far  as  Media,  and  making  the 
South  and  Red  Sea  his  own  through  the  kings  of  the  Ara- 
bians. He  shattered  the  power  of  the  kings,  and  narrowly 
missed  their  persons,  while  like  wild  beasts  they  fled  away 
into  deserts  and  thick  and  impassable  woods.  In  demon- 
stration of  this  superiority,  we  see  that  the  Persians,  as  if 
no  great  liarm  had  befallen  them  under  Cimon,  soon  aftei 
appeared  in  arms  against  the  Greeks,  and  overcame  and 
destroyed  their  numerous  forces  in  Egypt.  But  after  Lu 
cuUus,  Tigranes  and  Mithridates  were  able  to  do  nothing ; 
the  latter,  being  disabled  and  broken  in  the  former  wars, 
never  dared  to  show  his  army  to  Pompey  outside  the 
camp,  but  fled  away  to  Bosporus,  and  there  died.  Tigranes 
threw  himself,  naked  and  unarmed,  down  before  Pompey, 
and  taking  his  crown  from  his  head,  laid  it  at  his  feet, 
complimenting  Pompey  with  what  was  not  his  own,  but, 
in  real  truth,  the  conquest  already  effected  by  LucuUus. 
And  when  he  received  the  ensigns  of  majesty  again,  he  was 
well  pleased,  evidently  because  he  had  forfeited  them 
before.  And  the  commander,  as  the  wrestler,  is  to  be 
accounted  to  have  done  most  who  leaves  an  adversary 
almost  conquered  for  his  successor.  Cimon  moreover, 
when  he  took  the  command,  found  the  power  of  the  king 
broken,  and  the  spirits  of  the  Persians  humbled  by  their 
great  defeats  and  incessant  routs  under  Themistocles,  Pan 
sanias,  and  Leontychides,  and  thus  easily  overcame  the 
bodies  of  men  whose  souls  were  quelled  and  defeated  before- 
hand. But  Tigranes  had  never  yet  in  many  combats  been 
beaten,  and  was  flushed  with  success  when  he  engaged  with 
LucuUus.  There  is  no  comparison  between  the  numbers, 
which  came  against  LucuUus,  and  those  subdued  by  Cimon. 
All  which  things  bemg  rightly  considered,  it  is  v  harJ 
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matter  to  give  judgment.  For  superuatunil  favor  also 
ai»pears  to  have  attended  both  of  them,  directing  the  one 
what  to  do,  the  other  what  to  avoid,  and  thus  they  have, 
both  of  them,  so  to  say,  tlie  vote  of  the  gods,  to  declare 
them  noble  and  divine  characters. 


NICIAS. 

Crassus,  in  my  opinion,  may  most  properly  be  set 
against  Nicias,  and  the  Parthian  disaster  compared  with 
that  in  Sicily.  But  here  it  will  be  well  for  me  to  entreat 
the  reader,  in  all  courtesy,  not  to  think  that  I  contend  M'ith 
Thucydides  in  matters  so  pathetically,  vividly,  and  elo- 
quently, beyond  all  imitation,  and  even  beyond  himself, 
expressed  by  him  ;  nor  to  believe  me  guilty  of  the  like  folly 
with  Timseus,  who,  hoping  in  his  history  to  surpass  Thm  y- 
dides  in  art,  and  to  make  Philistus  appear  a  trifler  and  a 
novice,  pushes  on  in  his  descriptions,  through  all  the 
battles,  sea-fights,  and  public  speeches,  in  recording  which 
they  have  been  most  successful,  without  meriting  so  much 
as  to  be  compared,  in  Pindar's  phrase,  to 

One  that  on  his  feet. 

AVould  with  the  Lydian  cars  compete. 

lie  simply  shows  himself  all  along  a  half- lettered,  childish 
writer ;  in  the  words  of  Diphilus, 

 of  wit  obese, 

O'erlarded  with  Sicilian  grease. 

Often  he  sinks  to  the  very  level  of  Xenarchus,  telling  us 
tliat  lie  thinks  it  ominous  to  the  Athenians,  that  their  gen- 
eral, who  had  victory  in  liis  name,  was  unwilling  to  take 
command  in  the  expeditiou  ;  aiid  that  tlio  defacing  of  the 
Hermte  ^^as  a  divine  intimation  that  they  should  suffoi 
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much  In  the  war  by  Herraocrates,  the  son  of  Hermon ;  and, 
moreover,  how  it  was  likely  that  Hercules  should  aid  the 
Syracusans  for  the  sake  of  Proserpine,  by  whose  means  he 
took  Cerberus,  and  should  be  angry  with  the  Athenians  for 
protecting  the  Egesteans,  descended  from  Trojan  ancestors, 
whose  city  he,  for  an  injury  of  their  king  Laomedon,  had 
overthrown.  However,  all  these  may  be  merely  other  in- 
stances of  the  same  happy  taste  that  makes  him  correct 
the  diction  of  Philistus,  and  abuse  Plato  and  Aristotle. 
This  sort  of  contention  and  rivalry  with  others  in  matter 
of  style,  to  my  mind,  in  any  case,  seems  petty  and  pedantic, 
but  when  its  objects  are  works  of  inimitable  excellence,  it 
is  absolutely  senseless.  Such  actions  in  Nicias's  life  as 
Thucydides  and  Philistus  have  related,  since  tliey  cannot 
be  passed  by,  illustrating  as  they  do  most  especially  his 
character  and  temper,  under  his  many  and  great  troubles, 
that  I  may  not  seem  altogether  negligent,  I  shall  briefly 
ran  over.  And  such  things  as  are  not  commonly  known, 
and  lie  scattered  here  and  there  in  other  men's  writings,  or 
are  found  amongst  the  old  monuments  and  archives,  I 
shall  endeavor  to  bring  together ;  not  collecting  mere  use- 
less pieces  of  learning,  but  adducing  what  may  make  his 
disposition  and  habit  of  mind  understood. 

First  of  all,  I  would  mention  what  Aristotle  has  said  oi 
Ficias,  that  there  had  been  three  good  citizens  eminent 
above  the  rest  for  their  hereditary  affection  and  love  to  the 
people,  Nicias  the  son  of  Xiceratus,  Thucydides  the  son  of 
Melesias,  and  Theramenes  the  son  of  Hagnon,  but  the  last 
less  than  the  others ;  for  he  had  his  dubious  extraction  cast 
in  his  teeth,  as  a  foreigner  from  Ceas,  and  his  inconstancy, 
which  made  him  side  sometimes  with  one  party,  sometimes 
with  another,  in  public  life,  and  which  obtauaed  him  the 
nickname  of  the  Buskin. 

Thucydides  came  earlier,  and,  on  the  behalf  of  the  nobil 
Ity,  was  a  great  opponent  of  the  measures  by  which  P  jri 
des  courted  the  favor  of  the  people. 
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matter  to  give  judgment.  For  supernatural  favor  also 
appears  to  have  attended  both  of  them,  directing  the  one 
what  to  do,  tlje  other  Avhat  to  avoid,  and  thus  they  have, 
both  of  them,  so  to  say,  the  vote  of  the  gods,  to  declare 
them  noble  and  divine  characters. 


NICIAS. 

Crassus,  in  my  opinion,  may  most  properly  be  set 
against  Nicias,  and  the  Parthian  disaster  compared  with 
that  in  Sicily.  But  here  it  will  be  well  for  me  to  entreat 
the  reader,  in  all  courtesy,  not  to  think  that  I  contend  with 
Thucydides  in  matters  so  pathetically,  vividly,  and  elo- 
quently, beyond  all  imitation,  and  even  beyond  himself, 
expressed  by  him ;  nor  to  believe  me  guilty  of  the  like  folly 
Avith  Timeeus,  who,  hoping  in  his  history  to  surpass  Thucy- 
dides in  art,  and  to  make  Philistus  appear  a  trifler  and  a 
novice,  pushes  on  in  his  descriptions,  through  all  the 
battles,  sea-fights,  and  public  speeches,  in  recording  which 
they  have  been  most  successful,  without  meriting  so  much 
as  to  be  compared,  in  Pindar's  phrase,  to 

One  that  on  his  feet. 

Would  with  the  Lydian  cars  compete. 

He  simply  shows  himself  all  along  a  half-lettered,  childish 
writer ;  in  the  words  of  Diphilus, 

 of  wit  obese, 

O'erlarded  with  Sicilian  grease. 

Often  he  sinks  to  the  very  level  of  Xenarehus,  telling  us 
that  he  tliinks  it  ominous  to  the  Athenians,  that  their  gen- 
eral, who  had  victory  in  liis  name,  was  unwilling  to  tjvke 
command  in  the  e:q)cditii;:i  ;  and  that  the  defacing  of  the 
Hermse  was  a  divine  intimation  that  they  should  silffei 
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ffloch  In  the  war  by  Hermocrates,  the  son  of  Hermon ;  and, 
moreover,  how  it  was  likely  that  Hercules  should  aid  the 
Syracusans  for  the  sake  of  Proserpine,  by  whose  means  he 
took  Cerberus,  and  should  be  angry  with  the  Athenians  for 
protecting  the  Egesteans,  descended  from  Trojan  ancestors, 
whose  city  he,  for  an  injury  of  their  king  Laomedon,  had 
overthrown.    However,  all  these  may  be  merely  other  in- 
stances of  the  same  happy  taste  that  makes  him  correct 
the  diction  of  Philistus,  and  abuse  Plato  and  Aristotle. 
This  sort  of  contention  and  rivalry  with  others  in  matter 
of  style,  to  my  mind,  in  any  case,  seems  petty  and  pedantic, 
but  when  its  objects  are  works  of  inimitable  excellence,  it 
is  absolutely  senseless.    Such  actions  in  Kicias's  life  as 
Thucydides  and  Philistus  have  related,  since  they  cannot 
be  passed  by,  illustrating  as  they  do  most  especially  his 
character  and  temper,  under  his  many  and  great  troubles, 
that  I  may  not  seem  altogether  negligent,  I  shall  bi-iefly 
nm  over.   And  such  things  as  are  not  commonly  known, 
and  lie  scattered  here  and  there  in  other  men's  writings,  or 
are  found  amongst  the  old  monuments  and  archives,  I 
shall  endeavor  to  bring  together ;  not  collecting  mere  use- 
less pieces  of  learning,  but  adducing  what  may  make  his 
disposition  and  habit  of  mind  understood. 

First  of  all,  I  would  mention  what  Aristotle  has  said  oi 
Ficias,  that  there  had  been  three  good  citizens  eminent 
above  the  rest  for  their  hereditary  affection  and  love  to  the 
people,  Nicias  the  son  of  Niceratus,  Thucydides  the  son  of 
Melesias,  and  Theramenes  the  son  of  Hagnon,  but  the  last 
less  than  the  others ;  for  he  had  his  dubious  extraction  cast 
in  his  teeth,  as  a  foreigner  from  Ceas,  and  his  inconstancy, 
which  made  him  side  sometimes  with  one  party,  sometimes 
with  another,  in  public  life,  and  which  obtained  him  the 
nickname  of  the  Buskin. 

Thucydides  came  earlier,  and,  on  the  behalf  of  the  nobil 
Ity,  was  a  great  opponent  of  the  measures  by  which  P  jri 
files  courted  the  favor  of  the  people. 
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Xicias  was  a  younger  man,  yet  was  in  some  reputation 
even  whilst  Pericles  lived  ;  so  much  so  as  to  have  been  his 
colleague  in  the  office  of  general,  and  to  have  held  command 
by  himself  more  than  once.  But  on  the  death  of  Pericles, 
he  presently  rose  to  the  highest  place,  chiefly  by  the  favor 
of  the  rich  and  eminent  citizens,  who  set  him  up  for  their 
bulwark  against  the  presumption  and  insolence  of  Cleon  • 
nevertheless,  he  did  not  forfeit  the  goodwill  of  the  com- 
monalty, who,  likewise,  contributed  to  his  advancement. 
For  though  Cleon  got  great  influence  by  his  exertions 

 to  please 

The  old  men,  who  trusted  him  to  find  them  fees. 

Yet  even  those,  for  whose  interest  and  to  gain  whose  favor 
he  acted,  nevertheless  observing  the  avarice,  the  arrogance, 
and  the  presumption  of  the  man,  many  of  them  supported 
Nicias.  For  his  was  not  that  sort  of  gravity  which  is  harsh 
and  offensive,  but  he  tempered  it  with  a  certain  caution  and 
deference,  winning  upon  the  people,  by  seeming  afraid  of 
them.  And  being  naturally  diffident  and  unhopeful  in  war, 
his  good  fortune  supplied  his  want  of  courage,  and  kept  it 
from  being  detected,  as  in  all  his  commands  he  was  con- 
stantly successful.  And  his  timorousness  in  civil  life,  and 
his  extreme  dread  of  accusers,  was  thought  very  suitable  in 
a  citizen  of  a  free  State  ;  and  from  the  people's  goodwill  to- 
wards him,  got  him  no  small  power  over  them,  they  being 
fearful  of  all  that  despised  them,  but  willing  to  promote 
one  who  seemed  to  be  afraid  of  them ;  the  greatest  com- 
pliment their  betters  could  pay  them  being  not  to  contemn 
them. 

Pericles,  who  by  solid  virtue  and  the  pure  force  of  argu- 
ment ruled  the  commonwealth,  had  stood  in  need  of  no  dis- 
guises nor  persuasions  with  the  people.  Nicias,  inferior  in 
these  respects,  used  his  riches,  of  A\  hich  he  had  abundance, 
to  gain  popularity.  Neither  liad  lie  the  nimble  w  it  of  Oeon, 
to  win  the  Athenians  to  liis  pui  poscs  by  amusing  them  with 
bold  jests ;  unprovided  with  such  qualities,  he  courted  them 
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jrlth  dramatic  exhibitions,  gymnastic  games,  and  other 
public  shows,  more  sumptuous  and  more  splendid  than  had 
been  ever  known  in  his  or  in  former  ages.  Amongst  hia 
religious  offerings,  there  was  extant,  even  in  our  days,  the 
small  figure  of  Minerva  in  the  citadel,  having  lost  the  gold 
that  covered  it ;  and  a  shrine  in  the  temple  of  Bacchus,  un 
der  the  tripods,  that  were  presented  by  those  who  won  ttie 
prize  in  the  shows  or  plays.  For  at  these  he  had  often 
arried  off  the  prize,  and  never  once  failed.  We  are  told 
that  on  one  of  these  occasions,  a  slave  of  his  appeared  in  the 
character  of  Bacchus,  of  a  beautiful  person  and  noble  stature, 
and  with  as  yet  no  beard  upon  his  chin;  and  on  the  Athe- 
nians being  pleased  with  the  sight,  and  applauding  a  long 
time,  Nicias  stood  up,  and  said  he  could  not  in  piety  keep 
as  a  slave  one  whose  person  had  been  consecrated  to  rep 
resent  a  god.  And  forthwith  he  set  the  young  man  free 
His  performances  at  Delos  are,  also,  on  record,  as  noble  and 
magnificent  works  of  devotion.  For  whereas  the  choruses 
which  the  cities  sent  to  sing  hymns  to  the  god  were  wont  to 
arrive  in  no  order,  as  it  might  happen,  and,  being  there  met 
by  a  crowd  of  people  crying  out  to  them  to  sing,  in  their 
hurry  to  begin,  used  to  disembark  confusedly,  putting  on 
their  garlands,  and  changing  their  dresses  as  they  left  the 
ships,  he,  when  he  had  to  convoy  the  sacred  company,  dis- 
embarked the  chorus  at  Rhenea,  together  with  the  sacrifice, 
and  other  holy  appurtenances.  And  having  brought  along 
with  him  from  Athens  a  bridge  fitted  by  measurement  for 
tiie  purpose,  and  magnificently  adorned  with  gilding  and 
coloring,  and  with  garlands  and  tapestries  :  this  he  laid  in 
the  night  over  the  channel  betwixt  Rhenea  and  Delos,  being 
10  great  distance.  And  at  break  of  day  he  marched  forth 
with  all  the  procession  to  the  god,  and  led  the  chorus,  sumpt- 
uously ornamented,  and  singing  their  hymns,  along  over  the 
bridge.  The  sacrifices,  the  games,  and  the  feast  being  over, 
he  set  up  a  palm-tree  of  brass  for  a  present  to  the  god,  and 
bought  a  parcel  of  land  with  ten  thousand  drachmas  which 
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he  consecrated ;  with  the  revenue  the  inhabitants  of  Deloi 
Avere  to  sacrifice  and  to  feast,  and  to  pi-ay  the  gods  for  nianj 
good  tilings  to  Nieias.  This  lie  engraved  on  a  pillar,  whicli 
he  left  in  Delos  to  be  a  record  of  his  bequest.  This  same 
palm-tree,  afterwards  broken  down  by  the  wind,  fell  on  th( 
great  statue  which  the  men  of  Xaxos  presented,  and  struct 
it  to  the  ground. 

It  is  plain  that  much  of  this  might  be  vainglory,  and  tlu 
mere  desire  of  popularity  and  applaus(> ;  yet  from  oUu-i 
qualities  and  carriages  of  the  man,  one  might  believe  al! 
this  cost  and  public  display  to  be  the  effect  of  devotion 
For  he  was  one  of  those  who  dreaded  the  divine  powei^ 
extremely,  and,  as  Thucydides  tells  us,  was  much  given  1( 
arts  of  divination.  In  one  of  Pasiphon's  dialogues,  it  U 
stated  that  he  daily  sacrificed  to  the  gods,  and  keeping  p 
diviner  at  his  house,  professed  to  be  consulthig  al\vay^ 
about  the  commonwealth,  but  for  the  most  part  incjuired 
about  his  own  private  affairs,  more  especially  concerning 
his  silver  mines ;  for  he  owned  many  works  at  Lauriuni 
of  great  value,  but  somewhat  hazardous  to  carry  on,  lit 
maintained  there  a  multitude  of  slaves,  and  his  wealth  con- 
sisted chiefly  in  silver.  Hence  he  had  many  liangers-oi: 
about  him,  begging  and  obtaining.  For  he  gave  to  those 
who  could  do  him  mischief,  no  less  than  to  tliose  who 
deserved  well.  In  short,  his  timidity  was  a  revenue  tc 
rogues,  and  his  humanity  to  honest  men.  We  find  testi- 
mony in  the  comic  writers,  as  when  Teleclides,  speaking 
of  one  of  the  professed  informers,  says  : — 

Charicles  gave  the  man  a  pound,  the  matter  not  to  name, 
That  from  inside  a  money-bag  into  the  world  he  came  ; 
And  Nicias,  also,  paid  him  four  ;  I  know  the  reason  well, 
But  Nicias  is  a  worthy  man,  and  so  I  will  not  tell. 

So,  also,  the  informer  whom  Eupolis  introduces  in  his 
j\Iaiicas,  attacking  a  good,  simple,  poor  man  : — 

How  long  at,'ii  did  you  and  Nicias  meet  ? 
I  did  but  see  him  just  now  in  the  street. 
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The  man  has  seen  him  and  denies  it  not, 
'Tis  evident  that  they  are  in  a  plot. 

See  yon,  o  citizens  I 't  is  fact, 
Nicias  is  talien  in  tlie  act. 

Taken,  Fools  !  talie  so  good  a  man 
In  auglit  tliat's  wrong  none  will  or  can. 

Cleon,  in  Aristophanes,  makes  it  one  of  his  threats : — 

I'll  outscream  all  the  speakers,  and  make  Nicias  stand  aghast, 

Plirynichus  also  implies  his  want  of  spirit  and  his  easiness 
to  be  intimidated  in  the  verses, — 

A  noble  man  he  was,  I  well  can  say, 

Nor  walked  like  Xicias,  cowering  on  his  way. 

So  cautious  was  he  of  informers,  and  so  reserved,  that  he 
never  would  dine  out  with  any  citizen,  nor  allowed  himself 
to  indulge  in  talk  and  conversation  with  his  friends,  nor 
give  himself  any  leisure  for  such  amusements ;  but  when 
he  was  general  he  used  to  stay  at  tlie  office  till  night,  and 
was  the  first  that  came  to  the  council-house,  and  the  last 
tiiat  left  it.    And  if  no  public  business  engaged  him,  it  was 
very  hard  to  have  access,  or  to  speak  with  him,  he  being 
retired  at  home  and  locked  up.   And  when  any  came  to 
the  door,  some  friend  of  his  gave  them  good  words,  ani. 
begged  them  to  excuse  him,  Xicias  was  very  busy ;  as  if 
affairs  of  State  and  public  duties  still  kept  him  occupied, 
He  who  principally  acted  this  part  for  him,  and  contributed 
most  to  this  state  and  show,  was  Iliero,  a  man  educated  iu 
Nicias's  family,  and  instructed  by  him  in  letters  and  music. 
He  professed  to  be  the  son  of  Dionysius,  surnamed  Chalcus, 
whose  poems  are  yet  extant,  and  had  led  out  the  colony  to 
Italy,  and  founded  Thurii.    This  Hiero  transacted  all  his 
secrets  for  Nicias  with  the  diviners ;  and  gave  out  to  the 
people,  what  a  toilsome  and  miserable  life  he  led,  for  the 
sake  of  the  commonwealth.    "  He,"  said  Hiero,  "  can  never 
be  either  at  the  bath  or  at  his  meat,  but  some  public  busi- 
ness interferes.    Careless  of  his  own  and  zealous  for  tne 
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public  good,  ho  scarcely  evei  ^oes  *o  bed  till  after  othert 
dave  had  their  lirst  sleep  So  that  Lia  health  is  impaired 
and  his  body  out  of  order,  nor  is  he  cheerful  or  affable  with 
his  friends,  unt  loses  them  as  well  as  his  money  in  the  serv- 
ice  of  the  State,  while  other  men  gain  friends  by  publio 
speaking,  enrich  themselves,  faro  delicately  and  make 
government  their  amusement."  And  in  fact  thia  waa 
Nicias's  manner  of  life,  so  that  he  well  might  apply  to  him. 
self  the  words  of  Agamemnon  : — 

Tain  pomp's  the  ruler  of  the  Ufa  W6  Uye, 
And  a  slave's  Horvioo  to  the  crowd  we  give. 

He  observed  that  the  people,  in  the  case  of  men  of  elo- 
quence, or  of  eminent  parts,  make  use  of  their  talents  upon 
occasion,  but  were  always  jealous  of  their  abilities,  and  held 
a  watchful  eye  upon  them,  taking  all  opportunities  to 
humble  their  pride  and  abate  their  reputation;  as  was 
manifest  in  their  condemnation  of  Pericles,  their  banish- 
ment  of  Damon,  their  distrust  of  Antiphon  the  Rhamnusian, 
but  especially  in  the  case  of  Paches  who  took  Lesbos,  who, 
having  to  give  an  account  of  his  conduct,  in  the  very  court 
of  justice  unsheathed  his  sword  and  slew  himself.  Upon 
such  considerations,  Nicias  declined  all  diificult  and  lengthy 
enterprises  ;  if  he  took  a  command,  he  was  for  doing  wnat 
was  safe ;  and  if,  as  thus  was  likely,  he  had  for  the  most 
part  success,  he  did  not  attribute  it  to  any  wisdom,  conduct, 
or  courage  of  his  own,  but,  to  avoid  envy,  he  thanked 
fortune  for  all,  and  gave  the  glory  to  the  divine  powers. 
And  the  actions  themselves  bore  testimony  in  his  favor; 
the  city  met  at  that  time  with  several  considerable  reverses, 
but  he  had  not  a  hand  in  any  of  them.  The  Athenian* 
were  routed  in  Thrace  by  the  Clialcidians,  Calliades  and 
Xenophon  commanding  in  chief.  Demosthenes  was  the 
general  when  they  were  unfortunate  in  ^Etolia  At  Delium, 
they  lost  a  thousand  citizens  under  tlie  conduct  of  llip- 
oocrates ;  the  plague  was  prmcijKilly  laid  to  the  charge  Ji 
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Pericles,  he,  to  carry  on  the  war,  having  shut  up  close  to- 
gether iu  the  town  the  crowd  of  people  from  the  country, 
wlio,  by  the  change  of  place,  and  of  their  usual  course  of 
living,  bred  the  pestilence.  Nicias  stood  clear  of  all  this; 
under  his  conduct  was  taken  Cythera,  an  island  most  com- 
modious against  Laconia,  and  occupied  by  the  Lacedse- 
monian  settlers ;  many  places,  likewise,  in  Thrace,  which 
had  revolted,  were  taken  or  won  over  by  him ;  he  shutting 
ap  the  Megarians  witliin  their  town,  seized  upon  the  isle  of 
Minoa ;  and  soon  after,  advancing  from  thence  to  Nisiea, 
made  himself  master  there,  and  then  making  a  descent 
upon  the  Corinthian  territorv,  fought  a  successful  battle, 
and  slew  a  great  numl)er  of  the  Corintliians  with  their  cap- 
tain Lycophron.  There  it  happened  that  two  of  his  men 
were  left  by  an  ox  ersight,  when  tliey  carried  off  the  dead, 
wliieh  when  he  understood,  he  st(ip[H'(l  the  fleet,  and  sent  a 
herald  to  the  enemy  for  leave  to  carry  off  the  dead ;  though 
by  law  and  custom,  he  tliat  by  a  truce  craved  leave  to  carry 
off  the  dead  was  liereby  supposed  to  give  up  all  claim  to 
the  victory.  Xor  was  it  lawful  for  him  that  did  this  to  erect 
a  trophy,  for  his  is  the  victory  who  is  master  of  the  field, 
and  he  is  not  master  who  asks  leave,  as  wanting  power  to 
take.  But  he  chose  ratlier  to  renounce  his  victory  and  his. 
glory,  than  to  let  two  citizens  lie  unburied.  He  scoured  the 
coast  of  Laconia  all  along,  and  beat  the  Lacedaemonians 
that  made  head  against  him.  He  took  Thyrea,  occupied  by 
the  JCginetans,  and  carried  the  prisoners  to  Athens. 

When  Demosthenes  had  fortified  Pylos,  and  the  Pelo- 
ponnesians  brought  together  both  their  sea  and  land  forces 
before  it,  after  the  fight,  about  the  number  of  four  hundred 
native  Spartans  were  left  ashore  in  the  isle  Sphacteria 
The  Athenians  thought  it  a  great  prize,  as  indeed  it  was,  to 
take  these  men  prisoners.  But  the  siege,  iu  places  that 
wanted  water,  being  very  difficult  and  untoward,  and  to 
convey  nece.ss.nies  about  by  sea  in  summer  tedious  and 
expensive,  in  winter  doubtful,  or  plainly  impossible,  they 
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began  to  be  annoyed,  and  to  repent  their  having  rejected 
the  embassy  of  the  Lacedsemonians,  that  had  been  sent  t<T 
propose  a  treaty  of  peace,  which  had  been  done  at  the  Ira 
portunity  of  Cleon,  who  opposed  it  chiefly  out  of  a  pique  to 
Nicias ;  for,  being  his  enemy,  and  observing  him  to  be  ex 
tremely  solicitous  to  support  the  offers  of  the  Lacedas 
monians,  he  persuaded  the  people  to  refuse  them. 

Now,  therefore,  that  the  siege  was  protracted,  and  they 
heard  of  the  difficulties  that  pressed  their  army,  they  grew 
enraged  against  Cleon,  But  he  turned  all  the  blame  upon 
Nicias,  charging  it  on  his  softness  and  cowardice,  that  the 
besieged  were  not  yet  taken.  "  Were  I  general,"  said  he, 
"  they  should  not  hold  out  so  long."  The  Athenians  not 
unnaturally  asked  the  question,  *'  Why,  then,  as  it  is,  do 
not  you  go  with  a  squadron  against  them  ?  "  And  Nicias 
standing  up  resigned  his  command  at  Pylos  to  him,  and 
bade  him  take  what  forces  he  pleased  along  with  hira,  and 
not  be  bold  in  words,  out  of  harm's  way,  but  go  forth  and 
perform  some  real  service  for  the  commonwealth.  Cleon, 
at  the  first,  tried  to  draw  back,  disconcerted  at  the  pro- 
posal, which  he  had  never  expected  ;  but  the  Athenians  in- 
sisting, and  Nicias  loudly  upbraiding  him,  he  thus  provoked, 
and  fired  with  ambition,  took  upon  him  the  charge,  and 
said  further,  that  within  twenty  days  after  he  embarked, 
he  would  either  kill  the  enemy  upon  the  place,  or  bring 
them  alive  to  Athens.  This  the  Athenians  were  readier  to 
laugh  at  than  to  believe,  as  on  other  occasions,  also,  his 
bold  assertions  and  extravagances  used  to  make  them  sport, 
and  were  pleasant  enough.  As,  for  instance,  it  is  reported 
that  once  when  the  people  were  assembled,  and  had  waited 
his  coming  a  long  time,  at  last  he  appeared  with  a  garland 
on  his  head,  and  prayed  them  to  adjourn  to  the  next  day.. 
"For,"  said  he,  "I  am  not  at  leisure  to-day;  I  have  sacri- 
ficed to  the  gods,  and  am  to  entertain  some  strangers." 
Whereupon  the  Athenians,  laughing,  rose  up,  and  dissolved 
the  assembly.    However,  at  this  time  he  had  good  fortune. 
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and  in  conjunction  witli  Demosthenes,  conducted  tlie  enter- 
prise so  well,  that  within  the  time  he  had  limited,  he  car- 
ried captive  to  Athens  all  the  Spartans  that  had  not  fallen 
in  battle. 

This  brouglit  great  disgrace  on  Kicias ;  for  this  was  not 
to  throw  away  his  shield,  but  something  yet  more  shametii 
and  ignominious,  to  quit  his  charj^^e  voluntarily  out  of  coward 
ice,  and  voting  himself,  as  it  were,  out  of  his  conunand  et 
bis  own  accord,  to  put  into  his  enemy's  hand  the  oppor- 
tunity of  achieving  so  brave  an  action.    Aristophanes  has 
4  jest  against  him  on  this  occasion  in  the  Birds : — 

Indeed,  not  now  the  word  that  must  be  aaid 
Is,  do  like  Niolas,  or  retire  to  bed. 

And,  again,  In  his  Husbandmen : — 

I  wish  to  stay  at  home  and  farm. 

What  then  ? 
Who  should  prevent  you  / 

Tou,  my  countrymen  ; 
Whom  I  would  pay  a  thousand  drachmas  dowiu 
To  let  me  give  up  office  and  leave  town. 

Enough  ;  content  ;  the  sum  two  thousand  is, 
With  those  that  Nicias  paid  to  give  up  his. 

Besides  all  this,  he  did  great  mischief  to  the  city  by  suf- 
fering the  accession  of  so  much  reputation  and  power  to 
Cleon,  who  now  assumed  such  lofty  airs,  and  allowed  him- 
self in  such  Intolerable  audacity,  as  led  to  many  unfortunate 
results,  a  sufficient  part  of  which  fell  to  his  own  share. 
Amongst  other  things,  he  destroyed  all  the  decorum  of 
public  speaking ;  he  was  the  first  who  ever  broke  out  into 
exclamations,  flung  open  his  dress,  smote  his  thigh,  and 
ran  up  and  down  whilst  he  was  speaking,  things  which 
Boon  after  introduced,  amongst  those  who  managed  the 
affairs  of  State,  such  licence  and  contempt  of  decency,  as 
brought  all  into  confusion. 

Already,  too,  Alcibiades  was  beginning  to  show  his 
Strength  at  Athens,  a  popular  leader,  not,  indeed,  as  utter Ij 
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violent  as  Cleon,  but  as  the  land  of  Egypt,  through  th« 
richness  of  its  soil,  is  said, 

—  ^  great  plenty  to  produce, 
Both  wholesome  herbs,  and  drugs  of  deadly  Juioe, 

so  the  nature  of  Alcibiades  was  strong  and  luxuriant  in  bot^ 
kinds,  and  made  way  for  many  serious  innovations.  Thus 
it  fell  out  that  after  Nicias  had  got  his  hands  clear  of  Cleon, 
he  had  not  opportunity  to  settle  the  city  perfectly  into 
quietness.   For  having  brought  matters  to  a  pretty  hope- 
ful condition,  he  found  everything  carried  away  and 
plunged  again  into  confusion  by  Alcibiades,  through  tiie 
wildness  and  vehemence  of  his  ambition,  and  all  embroiled 
again  in  war  worse  than  ever.   "Which  fell  out  thus.  The 
persons  who  had  principally  hindered  the  peace  were  Cleon 
and  Brasidas.    War  setting  off  the  virtue  of  the  one  and 
hiding  the  villany  of  the  other,  gave  to  the  one  occasions 
of  achieving  brave  actions,  to  the  other  opportunity  of  com- 
mitting  equal  dishonesties.   Now  when  these  two  were  in 
one  battle  both  slain  near  Amphipolis,  Nicias  was  aware 
that  the  Spartans  had  long  been  desirous  of  a  peace,  and  that 
the  Athenians  had  no  longer  the  same  confidence  in  the  war. 
Both  being  alike  tired,  and,  as  it  were  by  consent,  letting  fall 
their  hands,  he,  therefore,  in  this  nick  of  time,  employed 
his  efforts  to  make  a  friendship  betwixt  the  two  cities,  and 
to  deliver  the  other  states  of  Greece  from  the  evils  and 
calamities  they  labored  under,  and  so  establish  his  own  good 
name  for  success  as  a  statesman  for  all  future  time.  He 
found  the  men  of  substance,  the  elder  men,  and  the  land- 
owners and  farmers  pretty  generally  all  inclined  to  peace. 
And  when,  in  addition  to  these,  by  conversing  and  reason- 
ing, he  had  cooled  the  wishes  of  a  good  many  otliers  foi 
war,  he  now  encouraged  the  hopes  of  the  Lacedaemonians, 
and  counselled  them  to  seek  peace.    They  confided  in  him, 
as  on  account  of  his  general  character  for  moderation  and 
equity,  so,  also,  because  of  the  kindness  and  care  he  half 
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shown  to  the  prisoners  taken  at  Pylos  and  kept  in  confine- 
ment, making  their  misfortune  the  more  easy  to  them. 

The  Athenians  and  the  Spartans  had  before  this  conclud- 
ed a  truce  for  a  year,  and  during  this,  by  associating  with 
one  another,  they  had  tasted  again  the  sweets  of  peace  and 
security  and  unimpeded  nitercourse  witli  friends  and  con- 
aections,  and  thus  longed  for  an  end  of  that  fighting  and 
oloodshed,  and  heard  with  delight  the  chorus  sing  such 
verses  as 

 my  lance  I'll  leave 

Laid  by,  for  spiders  to  o'enveave, 

and  remembered  with  joy  the  saying,  In  peace,  they  who 
sleep  are  awaked  by  the  cock  -crow,  not  by  the  trumpet.  So 
shutting  their  ears,  with  loud  reproaclies,  to  the  forebod- 
ings of  those  who  said  that  the  Fates  decreed  this  to  be  a 
war  of  thrice  nine  j^ears,  the  whole  question  having  been 
ieoated,  they  made  a  peace.  And  most  people  thought, 
now,  indeed,  they  had  got  an  end  of  all  their  evils.  And 
Nicias  was  in  every  man's  mouth,  as  one  especially  beloved 
>f  the  gods,  who,  for  his  piety  and  devotion,  had  been  ap- 
pointed to  give  a  name  to  the  fairest  and  greatest  of  all 
Dlessings.  For  in  fact  they  considered  the  peace  Mcias's 
work,  as  the  v/ar  the  work  of  Pericles ;  because  he,  on  light 
occasions,  seemed  to  have  plunged  the  Greeks  into  great 
calamities,  while  Xicias  had  induced  them  to  forget  all  the 
evil  j  they  had  done  each  other  and  to  be  friends  again ;  and 
so  to  this  day  it  is  called  the  Peace  of  ISTicias. 

The  articles  being,  that  the  garrisons  and  towns  taken 
on  either  side  and  the  prisoners  should  be  restored,  and 
they  to  restore  the  first  to  whom  it  should  fall  by  lot. 
Mcias,  as  Theophrastus  tells  us,  by  a  sum  of  money  pro- 
cursd  that  the  lot  should  fall  for  the  Lacedsemonians  to 
(leUver  the  first.  Afterwards,  when  the  Corinthians  and 
the  Boeocians  showed  their  dislike  of  what- was  done,  and 
!iy  theii  complaints  and  accusations  were  well  nigh  bring- 
ing the  war  back  again,  ISTicias  persuaded  the  Athenians 
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and  the  Lacedaemonians,  besides  the  peace,  to  make  a  treatj 
of  alliance,  offensive  and  defensive,  as  a  lie  and  confirmation 
of  the  peace,  which  would  make  theiu  more  terrible  to 
those  that  held  out,  and  tae  firmer  to  each  other.  Whilst 
these  matters  were  on  foot,  Alcibiades,  who  was  no  lover 
of  tranquillity,  and  who  was  offended  with  the  Lacedae- 
monians because  of  their  applications  and  attentions  to 
Nicias,  while  they  overlooked  and  despised  himself,  from 
first  to  last,  indeed,  had  opposed  the  peace,  though  all  in 
vain,  but  now  finding  that  the  Lacedaemonians  did  not  alto- 
gether continue  to  please  the  Athenians,  but  were  thought 
to  have  acted  unfairly  in  having  made  a  league  with  the 
Boeotians,  and  had  not  given  up  Panactum,  as  they  should 
have  done,  with  its  fortifications  unrazed,  nor  yet  Amphip. 
olis,  he  laid  hold  on  these  occasions  for  his  purpose,  and 
availed  himself  of  every  one  of  them  to  irritate  the  people. 
And,  at  length,  sending  for  ambassadors  from  the  Argives, 
he  exerted  himself  to  effect  a  confederacy  between  the  A  the 
nians  and  them.  And  now,  when  Lacedsemonian  ambassa- 
dors were  come  with  full  powers,  and  at  their  preliminary 
audience  by  the  council  seemed  to  come  in  all  points  with 
just  proposals,  he,  fearing  that  the  over  general  assembly, 
also,  would  be  won  to  their  offers,  overreached  them  with 
false  professions  and  oaths  of  assistance,  on  the  condition 
that  they  would  not  avow  that  they  came  with  full  powers ; 
this,  he  said,  being  the  only  way  for  them  to  attain  their 
desires.  They  being  overpersuaded  and  decoyed  from  Nicias 
to  follow  him,  he  introduced  them  to  the  assembly,  and  asked 
them  presently  whether  or  no  they  came  in  all  points  with 
full  powers,  which,  when  they  denied,  he,  contrary  to  their 
expectation,  changing  his  countenance,  called  the  council 
to  witness  their  words,  and  now  bade  the  people  beware 
how  they  trust  or  transact  anything  with  such  manifest 
liars,  who  say  at  one  time  one  thing,  and  at  another  the 
very  opposite  upon  the  same  subject.  These  plenipoten- 
tiaries were,  as  well  they  might  be,  confounded  at  this,  and 
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Nicias,  also  being  at  a  loss  what  to  say,  and  struck  with 
amazement  and  wonder,  the  assembly  resolved  to  send  im- 
mediately for  the  Argives,  to  enter  into  a  league  with  them. 
An  earthquake,  which  interrupted  the  assembly,  made  for 
Nicias's  advantage  ;  and  the  next  day  the  people  being 
again  assembled,  after  much  speaking  and  soliciting,  with 
great  ado  he  brought  it  about  that  the  treaty  with  the 
Argives  should  be  deferred,  and  he  be  sent  to  the  Laced  te- 
monians,  in  full  expectation  that  so  all  would  go  well. 

When  he  arrived  at  Sparta,  they  received  him  there  as  a 
good  man,  and  one  well  inclined  towards  them ;  yet  he 
effected  nothing,  but,  baffled  by  the  party  that  favored  the 
Boeotians,  he  returned  home,  not  only  dishonored  and 
hardly  spoken  of,  but  likewise  in  fear  of  the  Athenians, 
who  were  vexed  and  enraged  that  through  his  persuasions 
they  had  released  so  many  and  such  considerable  persons, 
their  prisoners,  for  the  men  who  had  been  brought  from 
Pylos  were  of  the  chiefest  families  of  Sparta,  and  had 
those  who  were  highest  there  in  place  and  power  for  their 
friends  and  kindred.  Yet  did  they  not  in  their  heat  pro- 
ceed against  him,  otherwise  than  that  they  chose  Alcibi- 
ades  general,  and  took  the  :\Iantineans  and  Eleans,  who  had 
thrown  up  their  alliance  with  the  Lacedaemonians,  into  the 
league,  together  with  the  Argives,  and  sent  to  Pylos  free- 
booters to  infest  Laconia,  whereby  the  war  began  to  break 
out  afresh. 

I  But  the  enmity  betwixt  Nicias  and  Alcibiades  running 
higher  and  higher,  and  the  time  being  at  hand  for  decreeing 
the  ostracism  or  banishment,  for  ten  years,  which  the  people, 
putting  the  name  on  a  sherd,  were  wont  to  inflict  at  cer- 
tain times  on  some  person  suspected  or  .  regarded  with  jeal- 
ousy for  his  popularity  or  wealth,  both  were  now  in  alarm 
and  apprehension,  one  of  them,  in  all  likelihood,  being  to 
undergo  this  ostracism ;  as  the  people  abominated  the  life 
of  Alcibiades,  and  stood  in  fear  of  his  boldness  and  resolu- 
tion, as  is  shown  particularly  in  the  history  of  him  j  while 
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as  for  Xicias,  his  riches  made  hiiu  envied,  and  his  habits  of 
living,  in  particular,  his  unsociable  and  exclusive  ways,  not 
like  those  of  a  fellow-citizen,  or  even  a  fellow-nian,  went 
against  him,  and  having  many  times  opposed  their  inclina- 
tions, forcing  them  against  their  feelings  to  do  what  was 
their  interest,  he  had  got  himself  disliked. 

To  speak  plainly,  it  was  a  contest  of  the  young  men  who 
were  eager  for  against  the  men  of  years  and  lovers  of 
peace,  they  turning  the  ostracism  upon  the  one,  these  upon 
the  other.  But 

In  civil  strife  e'en  villains  rise  to  fame. 

And  so  now  it  happened  that  the  city,  distracted  into  two 
factions,  allowed  free  course  to  the  most  impudent  and  prof- 
ligate persons,  among  whom  was  Hyperbolus  of  the  Peri- 
thoedse,  one  who  could  not,  indeed,  be  said  to  be  presuming 
upon  any  power,  but  rather  by  his  presumption  rose  into 
power,  and  by  the  honor  he  found  in  the  city,  became  the 
scandal  of  it.  He,  at  this  time,  thought  himself  far  enough 
from  the  ostracism,  as  more  properly  deserving  the  slave's 
gallows,  and  made  account,  that  one  of  these  men  being 
despatched  out  of  the  way,  he  might  be  able  to  play  a  part 
against  the  other  that  should  be  left,  and  openly  showed 
his  pleasure  at  the  dissension,  and  his  desire  to  inflame  the 
people  against  both  of  them.  Nicias  and  Alcibiades,  per- 
ceiving his  malice,  secretly  combined  together,  and  setting 
both  their  interests  jointly  at  work,  succeeded  in  fixing  the 
ostracism  not  on  either  of  them,  but  even  on  Hyperbolus. 
This,  indeed,  at  the  first  made  sport,  and  raised  laughter 
among  the  people ;  but  afterwards  it  was  felt  as  an  affront, 
that  the  thing  should  be  dishonored  by  being  employed 
upon  so  unworthy  a  subject ;  punishment,  also,  having  its 
proper  dignity,  and  ostracism  being  one  that  was  appro- 
priate rather  for  Thucydides,  Aristides,  and  such  like  per- 
sons ;  whereas  for  Hyperbolus  it  was  a  glory,  and  a  fair 
ground  for  boasting  on  his  part,  when  for  hia  villany  bfl 
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suffered  the  same  with  the  bsst  men.  As  Plato,  the  comio 
poet,  said  of  him, 

The  man  deserved  the  fate,  deny  who  can : 
Yes,  but  the  fate  did  not  deserve  the  man  ; 
Not  for  the  like  of  him  and  his  slave-brands, 
Did  Athens  put  the  sherd  into  our  hands. 

And,  in  fact,  none  ever  afterwards  suffered  this  sort  of 
punishment,  but  Ilj^perbolus  was  tlie  last,  as  Hipparchus 
the  Cholargian,  Avho  was  kin  to  the  tyrant,  was  the  first. 

Tliere  is  no  judgment  to  be  made  of  fortune  ;  nor  can  any- 
reasoning  bring  us  to  a  certainty  about  it.  If  Xicias  had 
run  the  risk  with  Alcibiades,  whether  of  the  two  should 
undergo  the  ostracism,  he  had  either  prevailed,  and,  his 
rival  being  expelled  the  city,  he  had  remained  secure ;  or, 
being  overcome,  he  had  avoided  the  utmost  disasters,  and 
preserved  the  reputation  of  a  most  excellent  commander. 
Meantime  I  am  not  ignorant  that  Theophrastus  says,  that 
when  Hyperbolus  was  banished,  Phseax,  not  Nicias,  con- 
tested it  with  Alcibiades ;  but  most  authors  differ  from  him. 

It  was  Alcibiades,  at  any  rate,  whom  when  the  JEgestean 
and  Leontine  ambassadors  arri\  ed  and  urged  the  Athenians 
to  make  an  expedition  against  Sicily,  Xicias  opposed,  and  by 
whose  persuasions  and  ambition  he   found  himself  over- 
borne, who,  even  Ijcfore  the  people  could  be  assembled,  had 
preoccupied  and  corrupted  their  judgment  with  hopes  and 
with  speeches ;  insomuch  that  the  young  men  at  their 
sports,  and  the  old  men  in  their  workshops,  and  sitting 
together  on  the  benches,  would  be  drawing  maps  of  Sicily, 
and  making  charts  showing  the  seas,  the  harbors,  and 
general   character  of   the  coast   of  the   island  opposite 
Africa.    For  they  made  not  Sicily  the  end  of  the  war  but 
rather  its  starting-point  and   headquarters  from  whence 
they  might   carry  it  to   the  Carthaginians,  and  possess 
themselves  of  Africa,  and  of  the  seas  as  far  as  the  pillars 
of  Hercules.    The  bulk  of  the  people,  therefore,  pressing 
this  way,  aSTicias.  who  opposed  them,  found  but  few  sup- 


182 


PLUTARCH'S  LIVES. 


porters,  nor  those  of  much  influence ;  for  the  men  of  sub. 
stance,  fearing  lest  they  isliould  seem  to  sliun  the  publia 
charges  and  ship-money,  were  quite  against  their  inchna* 
tion ;  nevertheless  he  did  not  tire  nor  give  it  up,  but  even 
after  the  Athenians  decreed  a  war  and  chose  him  in  the  first 
place  general,  together  with  Alcibiades  and  Lamachus, 
wlien  they  were  again  assembled,  he  stood  up,  dissuaded 
them,  and  piotested  against  tlie  decision,  and  laid  the 
blame  on  ALibiades,  charging  him  with  going  about  to 
involve  the  city  in  foreign  dangers  and  difficulties,  merely 
with  a  view  to  his  own  private  lucre  and  ambition.  Yet  it 
came  to  nothing.  Nicias,  because  of  his  experience,  was 
looked  upon  as  the  fitter  for  the  employment,  and  his  wari- 
ness with  the  bravery  of  Alcibiades,  and  the  easy  temper 
of  Lamachus,  all  compounded  together,  promised  such 
security,  that  he  did  but  confirm  the  resolution.  Demos- 
tratus,  who,  of  the  popular  leaders,  was  the  one  who 
chiefly  pre^  jed  the  Athenians  to  the  expedition,  stood  up 
and  said  he  would  stop  the  mouth  of  Nicias  from  urging 
any  more  excuses,  and  moved  that  the  generals  should  have 
absolute  power,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  to  order  and  to 
act  as  they  thought  best ;  and  this  vote  the  people  passed. 

The  priests,  however,  are  said  to  have  very  earnestly 
opposed  the  enterprise.  But  Alcibiades  had  his  diviners 
of  another  sort,  who  from  some  old  prophecies  announced 
that  "  there  shall  be  great  fame  of  the  Athenians  in  Sicily," 
and  messengers  came  back  to  him  from  Jupiter  Amnion, 
with  oracles  importing  that  "  the  Athenians  shall  take  all 
the  Syracusans."  Those,  meanwhile,  who  knew  anything, 
that  boded  ill,  concealed  it  lest  they  might  seem  to  fore- 
speak  ill-luck.  For  even  prodigies  that  were  obvious  and 
plain  would  not  deter  them  ;  not  the  defacing  of  the  Hermse, 
all  maimed  in  one  night  except  one,  called  the  Hermes  of 
Andocides,  erected  by  the  tribe  of  ^geus,  placed  directly 
before  the  house  then  occupied  by  Andocides  ;  nor  what  waa 
perpetrated  on  the  altar  of  the  twelve  gods,  upon  which  a 
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certain  man  leaped  suddenly  up,  and  then  turning  round 
mutilated  himself  with  a  stone.  Likewise  at  Delphi,  there 
stood  a  golden  image  of  Minerva,  set  on  a  palm-tree  ot 
brass,  erected  by  the  city  of  Athens,  from  the  spoils  they 
won  from  the  Medes ;  this  was  pecked  at  several  days  to- 
gether  by  crows  flying  upon  it,  who,  also,  plucked  off  and 
knocked  down  the  fruit,  made  of  gold,  upon  the  palm-tree. 
But  the  Athenians  said  these  were  all  but  inventions  of 
the  Delphians,  corrupted  by  the  men  of  Syracuse.  A  certain 
oracle  bade  them  bring  from  Clazomense  the  priestess  of 
Minerva  there;  they  sent  for  the  woman  and  found  her 
named  ITesycMa,  Quietness^  this  being,  it  would  seem,  what 
the  divine  powers  advised  the  city  at  this  time,  to  be  quiet. 
Whether,  therefore,  the  astrologer  j\Ieton  feared  these  pre- 
sages, or  that  from  human  reason  he  doubted  its  success 
(for  he  was  appointed  to  a  command  in  it),  feigning  himself 
mad,  he  set  his  house  on  fire.  Others  say  he  did  not  counter- 
feit madness,  but  set  his  house  on  fire  in  the  night,  and  the 
next  morning  came  before  the  assembly  in  great  distress, 
and  besought  the  people,  in  consideration  of  the  sad  disaster, 
to  release  his  son  from  the  service,  who  was  about  to  go 
captain  of  a  galley  for  Sicily.  The  genius,  also,  of  the 
philosopher  Socrates,  on  this  occasion,  too,  gave  him  intima- 
tion by  the  usual  tokens,  that  the  expedition  would  prove 
the  ruin  of  the  commonwealth ;  this  he  imparted  to  his 
friends  and  familiars,  and  by  them  it  was  mentioned  to  a 
number  of  people.  Not  a  few  were  troubled  because  the 
days  on  which  the  fleet  set  sail  happened  to  be  the  time 
when  the  women  celebrated  the  death  of  Adonis ;  there 
being  everywhere  then  exposed  to  view  images  of  dead 
men,  carried  about  with  mourning  and  lamentation,  and 
women  beating  their  breasts.  So  that  such  as  laid  any 
stress  on  these  matters  were  extremely  troubled,  and  feared 
lest  that  all  this  warlike  preparation,  so  splendid  and  so 
glorious,  should  suddenly,  in  a  little  time,  be  blasted  in  ita 
very  prime  of  magnificence,  and  come  to  nothing. 
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Nicias,  in  opposing  the  vf»ting  of  this  expe<litbn,  and 
neither  being  puffed  up  with  hopes,  nor  transported  with 
the  honor  of  his  liigli  command  so  as  to  modify  his  judg- 
ment, showed  liimself  a  man  of  virtue  and  constancy.  But 
when  his  endeavors  could  not  diverge  the  people  from  the 
war,  nor  get  leave  for  himself  to  be  discharged  of  the  com- 
mand, but  the  people,  as  it  were,  violently  took  liim  up  and 
carried  him,  and  against  his  will  put  him  in  the  office  of 
general,  this  was  no  longer  now  a  time  for  his  excessive 
caution  and  his  delays,  nor  was  it  for  him,  like  a  child,  to 
look  back  from  the  ship,  often  repeating  and  reconsidenng 
over  and  over  again  how  that  his  advice  had  not  been  over- 
ruled by  fair  arguments,  thus  blunting  the  courage  of 
his  fellow-commanders  and  spoiling  the  season  of  action. 
Whereas,  he  ought  speedily  to  have  closed  with  the  enemy 
and  brought  the  matter  to  an  issue,  and  put  fortune  imme- 
diately to  the  test  in  battle.  But,  on  the  contrary,  wlien 
Lamachus  counselled  to  sail  directly  to  Syracuse,  and  fight 
the  enemy  under  their  city  walls,  and  Alcibiades  advised 
to  secure  the  friendship  of  the  other  towns,  and  then  to 
march  against  them,  Nicias  dissented  from  them  both,  and 
insisted  that  they  should  cruise  quietly  around  the  island 
and  display  their  armament,  and  having  landed  a  small 
supply  of  men  for  the  Egesteans,  return  to  Athens,  weak, 
ening  at  once  the  resolution  and  casting  down  the  spirits 
of  the  men.  And  when,  a  little  while  after,  the  Athenians 
called  home  Alcibiades  hi  order  to  his  trial,  he  being, 
though  joined  nominally  with  another  in  commission,  in 
effect  the  only  general,  made  now  no  end  of  loitering,  of 
cruising,  and  considering,  till  their  hopes  were  grown  stale, 
and  all  the  disorder  and  consternation  which  the  first 
approach  and  view  of  their  forces  had  cast  amongst  the 
enemy  was  worn  off,  and  had  left  them. 

Whilst  yet  Alcibiades  Avas  with  the  fleet,  they  went  be- 
fore Syracuse  with  a  squadron  of  sixty  galleys,  fifty  of 
them  lying  in  array  without  the  harbor,  while  the  othei 
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ten  rowed  in  to  reconnoitre,  and  by  a  herald  called  upon 
the  citizens  of  Leontini  to  return  to  their  own  country. 
These  scouts  took  a  galley  of  the  enemy's,  in  which  they 
found  certain  tablets,  on  which  was  set  down  a  list  of  all 
the  Syracusans,  according  to  their  tribes.  These  were 
wont  to  be  laid  up  at  a  distance  from  the  city,  in  the 
temple  of  Jupiter  Olympius,  but  were  now  brought  forth 
for  examination  to  furnish  a  muster-roll  of  young  men  for 
the  war.  These  being  so  taken  by  the  Athenians,  and 
carried  to  the  officers,  and  the  multitude  of  names  appear- 
ing, the  diviners  thought  it  unpropitious,  and  were  in  ap- 
prehension lest  this  should  be  the  only  destined  fulfilment 
of  the  prophecy,  that  "  the  Athenians  shall  take  all  the 
Syracusans."  Yet,  indeed,  this  was  said  to  be  accom- 
plished by  the  Athenians  at  another  time,  when  Callippu? 
the  Athenian,  having  slain  Dion,  became  master  of  Syra 
cuse.  But  when  Alcibiades  shortly  after  sailed  away  from 
Sicily,  the  commdnd  fell  wholly  to  Xicias.  Lainachus  was, 
indeed,  a  brave  and  honest  man,  and  ready  to  fight  fear 
lessly  with  his  own  hand  in  battle,  but  so  poor  and  ill-off, 
that  whenever  he  was  appointed  general,  he  used  always, 
in  accounting  for  his  outlay  of  public  money,  to  bring  some 
little  reckoning  or  other  of  money,  for  his  very  clothes  and 
shoes.  On  the  contrary,  Xicias,  as  on  other  accounts,  so, 
also,  because  of  his  wealth  and  station,  was  very  much 
thought  of.  The  story  is  told  that  once  upon  a  time  the 
commission  of  generals  being  in  consultation  together  in 
their  public  ofBce,  he  bade  Sophocles  the  poet  give  his 
opinion  first,  as  the  senior  of  the  board.  "I,"  replied 
Sophocles,  "  am  the  older,  but  you  are  the  senior."  And 
so  now,  also,  Laraachus,  who  better  understood  military 
affairs,  being  quite  his  subordinate,  he  himself,  evermore 
delaying  and  a-oiding  risk,  and  faintly  employing  his 
forces,  first  by  his  sailing  about  Sicily  at  the  greatest  dis- 
tance aloof  from  the  enemy,  gave  them  confidence,  then  by 
'^v«rwar«ls  attacking  Hybla.  a  petty  fortress,  and  drarwing 
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off  before  lie  could  take  it,  made  himself  utterly  despised 
At  the  last  he  retreated  to  Catana  without  having  achieved 
anything,  save  that  he  deniolislied  Ilyccara,  an  humble 
town  of  the  barbarians,  out  of  which,  the  story  goes,  that 
Lais  the  courtesan,  yet  a  mere  girl,  was  sold  amongst  the 
other  prisoners,  and  carried  thence  away  to  Peloponnesus. 

But  when  the  summer  was  spent,  after  reports  began  to 
reach  him  that  the  Syracusans  were  grown  so  confident 
that  they  would  come  first  to  attack  him,  and  troopers 
skirmishing  to  the  very  camp  twitted  his  soldiers,  asking 
whether  they  came  to  settle  with  the  Catanians,  or  to  put 
the  Leontines  in  possession  of  their  city,  at  last,  with  much 
ado,  Nicias  resolved  to  sail  against  Syracuse.  And  wishing  to 
form  his  camp  safely  and  without  molestation,  he  procured 
a  man  to  carry  from  Catana  intelligence  to  the  Syracusans 
that  they  might  seize  the  camp  of  the  Athenians  unprotected^ 
and  all  their  arms,  if  on  such  a  day  they  should  march  with 
all  their  forces  to  Catana ;  and  that,  the  Athenians  living 
mostly  in  the  town,  the  friends  of  the  Syracusans  had  con- 
certed,  as  soon  as  they  should  perceive  them  coming,  to 
possess  themselves  of  one  of  the  gates,  and  to  fire  the 
arsenal;  that  many  now  were  in  the  conspiracy  and  awaited 
their  arrival.  This  was  the  ablest  thing  Nicias  did  in  tlie 
whole  of  his  conduct  of  the  expedition.  For  having  drawn 
out  all  the  strength  of  the  enemy,  and  made  the  city  des- 
titute of  men,  he  set  out  from  Catana,  entered  the  harbor, 
and  chose  a  fit  place  for  his  camp,  where  the  enemy  could 
least  incommode  him  with  the  means  in  which  they  were 
superior  to  him,  while  with  the  means  In  which  he  was 
superior  to  them,  he  might  expect  to  carry  on  the  war 
without  impediment. 

Wlien  the  Syracusans  returned  from  Catana,  and  stood  in 
battle  array  before  the  city  gates,  he  rapidly  led  up  the 
Atlienians  and  fell  on  them  and  defeated  tliem,  but  did  not 
kill  many,  their  horses  liiiiderinq'  tlie  pursuit.  And  liis 
cutting  and  breaking  down  the  bridges  that  lay  over  the 
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river  gave  Hermocrates,  when  cheering  up  the  Syracusans, 
occasion  to  say,  that  Xicias  was  ridiculous,  whose  great  aim 
seemed  to  be  to  avoid  fighting,  as  if  fighting  were  not  the 
thing  he  came  for.  However,  he  put  the  Syracusans  into 
a  very  great  alarm  and  consternation,  so  that  instead  of 
fifteen  generals  then  in  service,  they  chose  three  others,  to 
whom  the  people  engaged  by  oath  to  allow  absolute  authority. 

Tliere  stood  near  them  the  temple  of  Jupiter  Olympius, 
which  the  Athenians  (there  being  in  it  many  consecrated 
things  of  gold  and  silver)  were  eager  to  take,  but  were  pur- 
posely withheld  from  it  by  Xicias,  who  let  the  opportunity 
slip,  and  allowed  a  garrison  of  the  Syracusans  to  enter  it, 
judging  that  if  the  soldiers  should  make  booty  of  that 
wealth,  it  would  be  no  advantage  to  the  public,  and  he 
should  bear  the  guilt  of  the  impiety.  Xot  improving  in  the 
least  this  success,  which  was  everywhere  famous,  after  a 
few  days'  stay,  away  he  goes  to  Xaxos,  and  there  winters, 
spending  largely  for  the  maintenance  of  so  great  an  army, 
and  not  doing  anything  except  some  matters  of  little  con- 
sequence  with  some  native  Sicilians  that  revolted  to  him. 
Insomuch,  that  the  Syracusans  took  heart  again,  made 
excursions  to  Catana,  wasted  the  country,  and  fired  the 
camp  of  the  Athenians.  For  which  everybody  blamed 
Nicias,  who,  with  his  long  reflection,  his  deliberateness, 
and  his  caution,  had  let  slip  the  time  for  action.  None 
ever  found  fault  with  the  man  when  once  at  work,  for  in  the 
brunt  he  showed  vigor  and  activity  enough,  but  was  slow 
and  wanted  assurance  to  engage. 

When,  therefore,  he  brought  again  the  army  to  Syra- 
cuse, such  was  his  conduct,  and  with  such  celerity,  and  at 
the  same  time  security,  he  came  upon  them,  that  nobody 
knew  of  his  approach,  when  already  he  had  come  to  shore 
with  his  galleys  at  Thapsus,  and  had  landed  his  men ;  and 
before  any  could  help  it,  he  had  surprised  Epipolse,  had 
defeated  the  body  of  picked  men  that  came  to  its  succor, 
feiok  three  hundred  prisoners,  and  routed  the  cavalry  of 
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the  enemy,  which  had  been  tliought  invincible.  But  what 
chiefly  astonislii-d  tlie  Syracusans,  and  seemed  incredible  to 
the  Greeks,  was  in  so  short  a  space  of  time  the  walling 
about  of  Syracuse,  a  town  not  less  than  Athens,  and  far 
more  diflBcult,  by  the  unevenness  of  the  ground,  and  the 
nearness  of  the  sea  and  the  marshes  adjacent,  to  have  such 
a  wall  drawn  in  a  circle  round  it;  yet  this,  all  within  a 
very  little,  finished  by  a  man  that  had  not  even  his  health 
for  such  weighty  cares,  but  lay  ill  of  the  stone,  which  may 
justly  bear  the  blame  foi  what  was  left  undone.  I  admire 
the  industry  of  the  general,  and  the  bi-avery  of  the  soldiers 
for  what  they  succeeded  in,  Euripides,  after  their  ruio 
and  disaster,  writing  their  funeral  elegy,  said  that 

Eight  victories  over  Byracu.se  they  gained, 
While  equal  yet  to  both  the  gods  remained. 

And  in  truth  one  shall  not  find  eight,  but  many  more 
victories,  won  by  these  men  against  the  Syracusans,  till 
the  gods,  in  real  truth,  or  fortune  intervened  to  check  the 
Athenians  in  this  advance  to  the  height  of  power  and 
greatness. 

Nicias,  therefore,  doing  violence  to  his  body,  was  present 
in  most  actions.  But  once,  when  his  disease  was  the 
sharpest  upon  him,  he  lay  in  the  camp  with  some  few  serv- 
ants to  attend  him.  And  Lamachus  having  the  command 
fought  the  Syracusans,  who  were  bringing  a  cross-wall 
from  the  city  along  to  that  of  the  Athenians,  to  hinder  them 
from  carrying  it  round ;  and  in  the  victory,  the  Athenians 
hurrying  in  some  disorder  to  the  pursuit,  Lamachus  get- 
ting separated  from  his  men,  had  to  resist  the  Syracusan 
horse  that  came  upon  him.  Before  the  rest  advanced  Calli- 
crates,  a  man  of  good  courage  and  skill  in  war.  Lamachus. 
upon  a  challenge,  engaged  with  him  in  single  combat,  and 
receiving  the  first  wound,  returned  it  so  home  to  Calli- 
crates,  that  they  both  fell  and  died  together.  The  Syra- 
cusans took  away  his  body  and  arms,  and  at  full  speed 


mCIAM  189 

Advanced  to  the  wall  of  the  Athenians  where  Nicias  lay 
without  any  troops  to  oppose  to  them,  yet  roused  by  tliis 
necessity,  and  seeing  the  danger,  he  bade  those  about  him 
go  and  set  on  fire  all  the  wood  and  materials  that  lay  pro- 
vided before  the  wall  for  the  engines,  and  the  engines 
themselves;  this  put  a  stop  to  the  Syracusans,  saved 
Xicias,  saved  the  walls  and  all  the  money  of  the  Athenians. 
For  when  the  Syracusans  saw  such  a  fire  blazing  up 
between  tliem  and  the  wall,  they  retired. 

Xicias  now  remained  sole  general,  and  with  great  pros- 
pects; for  cities  began  to  come  over  to  alliance  with  him, 
and  ships  laden  with  corn  from  every  coast  came  to  the 
camp,  every  one  favoring  wlien  matters  went  well.  And 
some  proposals  from  among  the  Syracusans  despairing  to 
defend  the  city,  about  a  capitulation,  were  already  con- 
veyed to  him.  And  in  fact  Gylippus,  who  was  on  his  way 
with  a  squadron  to  their  aid  from  Lacedaemon,  hearing,  on 
iiis  voyage,  of  the  wall  surrounding  them,  and  of  their  dis- 
tress, only  continued  his  enterprise  thenceforth,  that,  giv- 
ing Sicily  up  for  lost,  he  might,  if  even  that  should  be  pos- 
sible, secure  the  Italians  their  cities.  For  a  strong  report 
was  everywhere  spread  about  that  the  Athenians  carried 
all  before  them,  and  had  a  general  alike  for  conduct  and 
for  fortune  invincible. 

And  Xicias  himself,  too,  now  against  his  nature  grown 
bold  in  his  present  strength  and  success,  especially  from 
the  intelligence  he  received  underhand  of  the  Syracusans, 
believing  they  would  almost  immediately  surrender  the 
town  upon  terms,  paid  no  manner  of  regard  to  Gylippus 
coming  to  their  assistance,  nor  kept  any  watch  of  his  ap- 
proach, so  that,  neglected  altogether  and  despised,  Gylippus 
went  in  a  long-boat  ashore  without  the  knowledge  of  Nicias, 
and,  having  landed  in  the  remotest  parts  from  Syracuse, 
nnistered  up  a  considerable  force,  the  Syracusans  not  so 
much  as  knowing  of  his  arrival  nor  expecting  him ;  so  that 
a.)  assembly  was  summoned  to  consider  the  terms  to  be 


190 


PLUTARCH'S  LTVE&. 


drranged  with  Xicias,  and  some  wero  actually  on  the  way, 
thinking  it  essential  to  have  all  despatched  before  the  town 
Bhould  be  quite  walled  round,  for  now  there  remained  very 
little  to  be  done,  and  the  materials  for  the  building  lay  all 
ready  along  the  line. 

In  this  very  nick  of  time  and  danger  arrived  Gongylus  lii 
one  galley  from  Corintli,  and  every  one,  as  may  be  iinag 
ined,  flocking  about  him,  he  told  tliera  thatGylippus  would 
be  with  them  speedily,  and  that  other  ships  were  coming 
to  relieve  them.  And,  ere  yet  they  could  perfectly  believe 
Gongylus,  an  express  was  brought  from  Gylippus,  to  bid 
them  go  forth  to  meet  him.  So  now  taking  good  heart, 
they  armed  themselves ;  and  Gylippus  at  once  led  on  his 
men  from  their  march  in  battle  array  against  the  Atheni- 
ans,  as  Nicias  also  embattled  these.  And  Gylippus,  piling 
his  arms  in  view  of  the  Athenians,  sent  a  herald  to  tell 
them  he  would  give  them  leave  to  depart  from  Sicily  with 
out  molestation.  To  thia  Nicias  would  not  vouchsafe  any 
answer,  but  some  of  his  soldiers  laughing,  asked  if  with  the 
sight  of  one  coarse  coat  and  Laconian  staff  the  Syracusan 
prospects  had  become  so  brilliant  that  they  could  despise 
the  Athenians,  who  had  released  to  the  Lacedaemonians 
three  hundred,  whom  they  held  in  chains,  bigger  men  than 
Gylippus,  and  longer-haired?  Timseus,  also,  writes  that 
even  the  Syracusans  made  no  account  of  Gylippus,  at  the 
first  sight  mocking  at  his  staff  and  long  hair,  as  afterwards 
they  found  reason  to  blame  his  covetousness  and  meaimess 
The  same  author,  however,  adds  that  on  Gylippus's  first 
appearance,  as  it  might  have  been  at  tlie  siglit  of  an  owl 
abroad  in  the  air,  there  was  a  general  flocking  together  oi 
men  to  serve  in  the  war.  And  this  is  the  truer  saying  ot 
the  two ;  for  in  the  staff  and  the  cloak  they  saw  the  badge 
and  authority  of  Sparta,  and  crowded  to  him  accordingly 
And  not  only  Thucydides  affirms  that  the  whole  thing  was 
done  by  him  alone,  but  bo,  also,  does  Philistus,  who  wttf  6 
Syracusan  and  as  actual  witiiess  of  wliat  happeoed. 
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However,  the  Athenians  had  the  better  m  the  first  en- 
counter, and  slew  some  few  of  the  Syracusans,  and  amongst 
them  Gongylus  of  Corinth.  But  on  the  next  day  Gylippua 
showed  what  it  is  to  be  a  man  of  experience ;  for  with  the 
same  arms,  the  same  horses,  and  on  the  same  spot  of  ground, 
only  employing  them  otherwise,  he  overcame  the  Atheni 
ans;  and  they  fleeing  to  their  camp,  he  set  the  Syracusans 
to  work,  and  with  the  stone  and  materials  that  had  been 
brought  together  for  finishing  the  wall  of  the  Athenians, 
he  built  a  cross-wall  to  intercept  theirs  and  break  it  off,  so 
that  even  if  they  were  successful  in  the  field,  they  would 
not  be  able  to  do  anything.  And  after  this  the  Syracusans 
taking  courage  manned  their  galleys,  and  with  their  horse 
and  followers  ranging  about  took  a  good  many  prisoners ; 
and  Gylippus  going  himself  to  the  cities,  called  upon  thena 
to  join  with  him,  and  was  listened  to  and  supported  vigor- 
ously by  them.  So  that  Nicias  fell  back  again  to  his  old 
views,  and,  seeing  the  face  of  affairs  change,  desponded, 
and  wrote  to  Athens,  bidding  them  either  send  another 
army,  or  recall  this  out  of  Sicily,  and  that  he  might,  in  any 
case,  be  wholly  relieved  of  the  command,  because  of  his 
disease. 

Before  this  the  Athenians  had  been  intending  to  send 
another  army  to  Sicily,  but  envy  of  Nicias's  early  achieve- 
ments and  high  fortune  had  occasioned,  up  to  this  time, 
many  delays ;  but  now  they  were  all  eager  to  send  off  sue- 
cors.  Eurymedon  went  before,  in  midwinter,  with  money, 
and  to  announce  that  Euthydemus  and  Menander  were 
chosen  out  of  those  that  served  there  under  Nicias,  to  be  joint 
commanders  with  him.  Demosthenes  was  to  go  after  in  the 
spring  with  a  great  armament.  In  the  mean  time  Nicias 
was  briskly  attacked,  both  by  sea  and  land;  in  the  begin- 
ning he  had  the  disadvantage  on  the  water,  but  in  the  end 
repulsed  and  sunk  many  galleys  of  the  enemy.  But  by 
land  he  couid  not  provide  succor  in  time,  so  Gylippus  sur- 
prised and  captured  Plemmyrium,  in  which  the  stores  for 
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the  navy,  and  a  great  sum  ot  money  being  there  kept,  all 
fell  into  his  hands,  and  many  were  slain,  and  many  taken 
prisoners  And  what  was  of  greatest  importance,  he  now 
cut  oli  JSTicias's  supplies,  which  had  been  safely  and  readily 
conveyed  to  him  under  Plemmyrium,  while  the  Athenians 
still  held  it,  but  now  that  they  were  beaten  out,  he  could 
only  procure  them  with  great  difficulty,  and  with  opposi- 
tion from  the  enemy,  who  lay  in  wait  with  their  ships 
under  that  fort.  Moreover,  it  seemed  manifest  to  the  Syra 
cusans  that  their  navy  had  not  been  beaten  by  strength, 
but  by  their  disorder  in  the  pursuit.  Now,  therefore,  all 
hands  went  to  work  to  prepare  for  a  new  attempt,  that 
should  succeed  better  than  the  former.  Nicias  had  no  wish 
for  a  sea-fight,  but  said  it  was  mere  folly  for  them,  when 
Demosthenes  was  coming  in  all  haste  with  so  great  a  fleec 
and  fresh  forces  to  their  succor,  to  engage  the  enemy  with  a 
less  number  of  ships  and  ill  provided.  But,  on  the  other 
hand,  JVtenander  and  Euthydemus,  who  were  just  commenc- 
ing their  new  command,  prompted  by  a  feeling  of  rivalry 
and  emulation  of  both  the  generals,  were  eager  to  gain  some 
great  success  before  Demosthenes  came,  and  to  prove  them- 
selves superior  to  Nicias.  They  urged  the  honor  of  the 
city,  which,  said  they,  would  be  blemished  and  utterly  lost, 
if  they  should  decline  a  challenge  from  the  Syracusans. 
Thus  they  forced  Nicias  to  a  sea-fight ;  and  by  the  strata- 
gem of  Ariston,  the  Corinthian  pilot  (his  trick,  described  by 
Thucydides,  about  the  men's  dinners),  they  were  worsted, 
and  lost  many  of  their  men,  causing  the  greatest  dejection 
to  Nicias,  who  had  suffered  so  much  from  having  the  solo 
command,  and  now  again  miscarried  through  his  colleagues. 

But  now  by  this  time  Demosthenes  with  his  splendid  fieec 
came  in  sight  outside  the  harbor,  a  terror  to  the  enemy,  lie 
brought  along,  in  seventy-three  galleys,  five  thousand  men 
at  arms ;  of  darters,  archers,  and  slingers,  not  less  than  threa 
thousand  ;  with  the  glittering  of  tlieir  armor,  the  flags  wav- 
ing from  the  galleys,  tliQ  uiultituda     coxswains  and  flute 
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players  giving  time  to  the  rowers,  setting  oil  the  whole  with 
all  possible  warlike  pomp  and  ostentatiou  to  dismay  the 
enemy.  Kow  one  may  believe  the  Syraeusans  were  again 
ill  extreme  alarm,  seeing  no  end  or  prospect  ot  release  before 
them,  toiling,  as  it  seemed,  m  vain,  and  perishing  to  no  pur- 
pose. Nicias,  however,  was  not  long  overjoyed  with  tlie 
reinforcement,  for  the  first  time  he  conferred  with  Demos- 
thenes, who  advised  forthwith  to  attack  the  Syracusans, 
and  to  put  all  to  the  speediest  hazard,  to  win  Syracuse,  or 
else  return  home,  afraid,  and  wondering  at  his  promptness 
and  audacity,  he  besought  him  to  do  nothing  rashly  and 
desperately,  since  delay  would  be  the  ruin  of  the  enemy, 
whose  money  would  not  hold  out,  nor  their  confederates 
be  long  kept  together ;  that  when  once  they  came  to  be 
pinched  with  want,  they  would  presently  come  again  to  hini 
for  terms,  as  formerly.  For,  indeed,  many  in  Syracuse 
held  secret  correspondence  with  him,  and  urged  him  to  stay, 
declaring  that  even  now  the  people  were  quite  worn  out 
with  the  war,  and  weary  of  Gylippus.  And  if  their  neces- 
sities should  the  least  sharpen  upon  them  they  would  give 
up  all. 

Nicias  glancing  darkly  at  these  matters,  and  unwilling 
to  speak  out  plainly,  made  his  colleagues  imagine  that  it 
was  cowardice  which  made  him  talk  in  this  manner.  And 
saying  that  this  was  the  old  stoiy  over  again,  the  ■well- 
known  procrastinations  and  delays  and  refinements  with 
which  at  first  he  let  slip  the  opportunity  in  not  immediately 
falling  on  the  enemy,  but  suffering  the  armament  to  become 
a  thing  of  yesterday,  that  nobody  was  alarmed  with,  they 
took  the  side  of  Demosthenes,  and  with  much  ado  forced 
Nicias  to  comply.  And  so  Demosthenes,  taking  the  land 
forces,  by  night  made  an  assault  upon  Epipolse ;  part  of  the 
enemy  he  slew  ere  they  took  the  alarm,  the  rest  defending 
themselves  he  put  to  flight.  Nor  was  he  content  with  this 
victory  there,  but  pushed  on  further,  till  he  met  the  Boeo 
liaus. "  l^'or  tliese  were  the  first  that  made  tiea,U  ttgiiUisi  tU© 
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Athenians,  and  charged  thera  with  a  sliout,  spear  against 
spear,  and  IciIIed  many  on  the  place.  And  now  at  once  there 
ensued  a  panic  and  confusion  throughout  the  whole  army  ; 
the  victorious  portion  got  infected  with  the  fears  of  the 
flying  part,  and  those  ^^'ho  were  still  disembarking  and 
coming  forward,  falling  foul  of  the  retreaters,  came  into 
conflict  with  their  own  party,  taking  the  fugitives  for  pur 
suers,  and  treating  their  friends  as  if  they  were  the  enemj. 

Thus  huddled  together  in  disorder,  distracted  with  fear 
and  uncertainties,  and  unable  to  be  sure  of  seeing  anything, 
the  night  not  being  absolutely  dark,  nor  yieldmg  any  steady 
light,  the  moon  then  towards  setting,  shadowed  with  the 
many  weapons  and  bodies  that  moved  to  and  fro,  and 
glimmering  so  as  not  to  show  an  object  plain,  but  to  make 
friends  through  fear  suspected  for  foes,  the  Athenians  fell 
mto  utter  perplexity  and  desperation.  For,  moreover,  they 
had  the  moon  at  their  backs,  and  consequently  their  own 
shadows  fell  upon  them,  and  both  hid  the  number  and  the 
glittering  ot  their  arms  ;  while  the  reflection  of  the  moon 
from  the  shields  of  the  enemy  made  them  show  more  nu- 
merous and  better  appointed  than,  indeed,  they  were.  At 
last,  being  pressed  on  every  side,  when  once  they  had  given 
way,  they  took  to  rout,  and  in  their  flight  were  destroyed 
some  by  the  enemy,  some  by  the  hand  of  their  friends,  ano 
some  tumbling  down  the  rocks,  while  those  that  were  dis 
persed  and  straggled  about  were  picked  oli  in  the  morning 
by  the  horsemen  and  put  to  the  sword.  The  slain  were  tw( 
thousand ;  and  of  the  rest  few  came  ofl  safe  with  their  arms 

Upon  this  disaster,  which  to  lum  was  not  w^hoUy  an  unex 
pected  one,  J^icias  accused  the  rashness  of  Demosthenes 
but  he,  making  his  excuses  for  the  past,  now  advised  to  be 
gone  in  all  haste,  for  neither  were  other  forces  to  come,  noi 
could  the  enemy  be  beaten  with  the  present.  And,  indeed, 
even  supposnig  they  were  yet  too  bard  for  the  enemy  in  any 
case,  they  ought  to  remove  and  quit  a  situation  which  thej 
anderstood  to  be  always  accounted  a  sickly  one,  and  danger 


9U8  for  an  army,  and  was  more  particularly  unwholesoma 
now,  as  they  could  see  themselves,  because  of  the  time  ol 
year.  It  was  the  beginnmg  of  autumn,  and  many  now  lay 
sick,  and  all  were  out  of  heart. 

It  grieved  Nicias  to  hear  of  flight  and  departing  home, 
not  that  he  did  not  fear  the  Syracusans,  but  he  was  worse 
afraid  of  the  Athenians,  their  impeachments  and  sentences; 
he  professed  that  he  apprehended  no  further  harm  there, 
or  if  it  must  be,  he  would  rather  die  by  the  hand  of  an 
enemy  than  by  his  fellow-citizens.  He  was  not  of  the 
opinion  which  Leo  of  Byzantium  declared  to  his  fellow 
citizens :  "  I  had  rather,"  said  he,  "  perish  by  you,  than 
with  you."  As  to  the  matter  of  place  and  quarter  whithei 
to  remove  their  camp,  that,  he  said,  might  be  debated  at 
leisure.  And  Demosthenes,  his  former  counsel  having 
succeeded  so  ill,  ceased  to  press  him  further ;  others  thought 
Nicias  had  reasons  for  expectation,  and  relied  on  some  as 
surance  from  people  within  the  city,  and  that  this  made 
him  so  strongly  oppose  their  retreat,  so  they  acquiesced 
But  fresh  forces  now  coming  to  the  Syracusans  and  the 
sickness  growing  worse  in  his  camp,  he,  also,  now  approved 
of  their  retreat,  and  commanded  the  soldiers  to  make 
ready  to  go  abroad. 

And  when  all  were  in  readiness,  and  none  of  the  enemy 
had  observed  them,  not  expecting  such  a  thing,  the  moon 
was  eclipsed  in  the  night,  to  the  great  fright  of  Nicias  and 
others,  who,  for  want  of  experience,  or  out  of  superstition, 
felt  alarm  at  such  appearances.  That  the  sun  might  be 
darkened  about  the  close  of  the  month,  this  even  ordinary 
people  now  understood  pretty  well  to  be  the  effect  of  the 
moon ;  but  the  moon  itself  to  be  darkened,  how  that  could 
come  about,  and  how,  on  the  sudden,  a  broad  full  moon 
should  lose  her  light,  and  show  such  various  colors,  was 
not  easy  to  be  comprehended;  they  concluded  it  to  be 
ominous,  and  a  divine  intimation  of  some  heavy  calamities. 
For  he  who  the  first,  and  the  most  plainly  of  any,  and  with 
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tli«  greatest  assurance  comniittecl  to  writing  how  the  nioc 
is  enlightened  and  overshadowed,  was  Anaxagoras ;  ai 
ho  was  as  yet  but  recent,  nor  was  his  argument  niu( 
known,  but  was  rather  kept  secret,  passing  only  among 
a  few,  under  some  kind  of  caution  and  confidence.  Peop 
would  not  then  tolerate  natural  philosophers,  and  th 
ovists,  as  they  then  called  them,  about  things  above ;  i 
lessening  the  divine  power,  by  explaining  away  its  ageiu 
■uto  the  operation  of  irrational  causes  and  senseless  l'orc( 
acting  by  necessity,  without  anything  of  Providence,  or 
free  agent.  Hence  it  was  that  Protagoras  was  banishei 
and  Anaxagoras  cast  in  prison,  so  that  Pericles  had  muc 
difficulty  to  procure  his  liberty ;  and  Socrates,  though  h 
had  no  concern  whatever  with  this  sort  of  learning,  y( 
was  put  to  death  for  philosophy.  It  was  only  afterward 
that  the  reputation  of  Plato,  shining  forth  by  his  life,  an 
because  he  subjected  natural  necessity  to  divine  and  mor 
excellent  principles,  took  away  the  obloquy  and  scandii 
that  had  attached  to  such  contemplations,  .ind  obtained 
these  studies  currency  among  all  people.  So  his  friem 
Dion,  when  the  moon,  at  the  time  he  was  to  embark  fror 
Zacynthus  to  go  against  Dionysius,  was  eclipsed,  was  no 
in  the  least  disturbed,  but  went  on,  and  arriving  a 
Syracuse,  expelled  the  tyrant.  But  it  so  fell  out  witl 
Nicias,  that  he  had  not  at  this  time  a  skilful  diviner  witl 
him ;  his  former  habitual  adviser  who  used  to  moderat 
much  of  his  superstition,  Stilbides,  had  died  a  little  befor 
For,  in  fact,  this  prodigy,  as  Philochorus  ol:)serves,  was  no 
unlucky  for  men  wishing  to  Hy,  but  on  the  contrary  vcr; 
favorable;  for  things  done  in  fear  require  to  be  hidden,  an( 
the  light  is  their  foe.  Xor  was  it  usual  to  observe  signs  ii 
the  sun  or  moon  more  than  three  days,  as  Autochde 
states  in  his  C  onnni  iilarifs.  IJut  Xicias  persuaded  them  t 
wait  another  full  course  of  the  moon,  as  if  he  had  not  seei 
it  cli-.ir  ;:n  I'.s  soon  as  ever  it  had  p;issi.(l  the  region  C 
Shadow  \vliere  the  lip-ht  was  obstructed  bv  Mm  pnrfh 
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■  In  a  manner  abandoning  all  other  cares,  he  betook  him- 
self wholly  to  his  sacrifices,  till  the  enemy  came  upon  them 
with  their  infantry,  besieging  the  forts  and  camp,  and  plac- 
ing their  ships  in  a  circle  about  the  harbor.    Nor  did  the 
men  in  the  galleys  only,  but  the  little  boys  everywhere  got 
into  the  fishing-boats  and  rowed  up  and  challenged  the 
Athenians,  and  insulted  over  them.     Amongst  these  a 
youth  of  noble  parentage,  Ileraclides  by  name,  having  vent- 
ured out  beyond  the  rest,  an  Athenian  ship  pursued  and 
well-nigh  took  him.    His  uncle  Pollichus,  in  fear  for  him, 
put  out  with  ten  galleys  which  lie  commanded,  and  the 
rest,  to  relieve  Pollichus,  in  like  manner  drew  forth ;  the 
result  of  it  being  a  very  sharp  engagement,  in  which  the 
Syracusans  had  the  victory,  and  slew  Eurymedon,  with 
many  others.    After  this  the  Athenian  soldiers  had  no 
patience  to  stay  longer,  but  raised  an  outcry  against  their 
officers,  requiring  them  to  depart  by  land ;  for  the  Syra- 
cusans, upon  their  victory,  immediately  shut  and  blocked 
up  the  entrance  of  the  harbor;  but  Nicias  would  not  con 
sent  to  this,  as  it  was  a  shameful  thing  to  leave  behind  so 
many  ships  of  burden,  and  galleys  little  less  than  two  hun- 
dred.  Putting,  therefore,  ou  board  the  best  of  the  foot, 
and  the  most  serviceable  darters,  they  filled  one  hundred 
and  ten  galleys ;  the  rest  wanted  oars.    Tlie  remainder  of 
his  army  Xicias  posted  along  by  the  seaside,  abandoning 
the  great  camp  and  the  fortifications  adjoining  the  temple 
of  Hercules ;  so  the  Syracusans,  not  having  for  a  long  time 
performed  their  usual  sacrifice  to  Hercules,  went  up  now 
both  priests  and  captains,  to  sacrifice. 

And  their  galleys  being  manned,  the  diviners  predicted 
from  their  sacrifices  victory  and  glory  to  the  Syracusans, 
provided  they  Avould  not  be  the  aggressors,  but  fight  upon 
the  defensive ,  for  so  Hercules  overcame  all,  by  only  de 
fending  himself  when  set  upon.  In  this  confidence  they 
set  out  •  and  this  proved  the  hottest  and  fiercest  of  all  theii 
Bea-fjglits,  raising  no  less  concern  and  passion  in  the  bf5 


PLUTARCH'S  LIVES 


holders  than  in  the  actors ;  as  they  could  oversee  the  w  hnU 
action  with  all  the  various  and  unexpected  turns  of  fort 
une  which,  in  a  short  space,  occurred  in  it ;  the  Athenians 
suffering  no  less  from  their  own  preparations,  than  from 
the  enemy  ;  for  they  fought  against  light  and  nimble  ships, 
that  could  attack  from  any  quarter,  with  theirs  laden  and 
heavy.  And  they  were  thrown  at  with  stones  that  fly  in- 
differently any  way,  for  which  they  could  only  return  darts 
and  arrows,  the  direct  aim  of  which  'ihe  motion  of  the  water 
disturbed,  preventing  their  coming  true,  point  foremost  to 
their  mark.  This  the  Syracusans  had  learned  from  Aris- 
ton  the  Corinthian  pilot,  who,  fighting  stoutly,  fell  himself 
in  this  very  engagement,  when  the  victory  had  already 
declared  for  the  Syracusans. 

The  Athenians,  their  loss  and  slaughter  being  very  gi'eat, 
their  flight  by  sea  cut  off,  their  safety  by  land  so  difficult, 
did  not  attempt  to  hinder  the  enemy  towing  away  their 
ships,  under  their  eyes,  nor  demanded  their  dead,  as, 
indeed,  their  want  of  burial  seemed  a  less  calamity  than 
the  leaving  behind  the  sick  and  wounded  which  they  now 
had  before  them.  Yet  more  miserable  still  than  those  did 
they  reckon  themselves,  who  were  to  work  on  yet,  through 
more  such  sufferings,  after  all  to  reach  the  same  end. 

They  prepared  to  dislodge  that  night.  And  Gylippus 
and  his  friends  seeing  the  Syracusans  engaged  in  their 
sacrifices  and  at  their  cups,  for  their  victories,  and  it  being 
also  a  holiday,  did  not  expect  either  by  persuasion  or  by 
force  to  rouse  them  up  and  carry  them  against  the  Athe- 
nians as  they  decamped.  But  Hermocrates,  of  his  own  head, 
put  a  trick  upon  Nicias,  and  sent  some  of  his  companions 
to  him,  who  pretended  they  came  from  those  that  were 
wont  to  hold  secret  intelligence  with  him,  and  advised  him 
not  to  stir  that  night,  the  Syracusans  having  laid  ambushes 
and  beset  tlie  ways.  Nicias,  caught  with  this  stratagem, 
remained,  to  encounter  presently  in  reality  what  he  had 
feared  when  t^iere  was  no  occasion.    For  they,  the  next 
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morning,  marching  before,  seized  the  defiles,  fortified  tha 
passes  where  the  rivers  were  ford  able,  cut  down  the  bridges, 
and  ordered  their  horsemen  to  range  the  plains  and  ground 
that  lay  open,  so  as  to  leave  no  part  of  the  country  where 
the  Athenians  could  move  without  fighting  They  stayed 
both  that  day  and  another  night,  and  then  went  along  as 
if  they  were  leaving  their  own,  not  an  enemy's  country, 
lamenting  and  bewailing  for  want  of  necessaries,  and  for 
their  parting  from  friends  and  companions  that  were 
not  able  to  help  themselves ;  and,  nevertheless,  judging 
the  present  evils  lighter  than  those  they  expected  to  come. 
But  among  the  many  miserable  spectacles  that  appeared  up 
and  down  in  the  camp,  the  saddest  sight  of  all  was  Nicias 
himself,  laboring  under  his  malady,  and  unworthily  reduced 
to  the  scantiest  supply  of  all  the  accommodations  necessary 
for  human  wants,  of  which  he  in  his  condition  required 
more  than  ordinary,  because  of  his  sickness ;  yet  bearing 
up  under  all  this  illness,  and  doing  and  undergoing  more 
than  many  in  perfect  health.  And  it  was  plainly  evident 
that  all  this  toil  was  not  for  himself,  or  from  any  regard 
to  his  own  life,  but  that  purely  for  the  sake  of  those  under 
his  command  he  would  not  abandon  hope.  And,  indeed, 
the  rest  were  given  over  to  weeping  and  lamentation 
through  fear  or  sorrow,  but  he,  whenever  he  yielded  to 
anything  of  the  kind,  did  so,  it  was  evident,  from  reflection 
upon  the  shame  and  dishonor  of  the  enterprise,  contrasted 
with  the  greatness  and  glory  of  the  success  he  had  antici- 
pated, and  not  only  the  sight  of  his  person,  but,  also,  ^he 
recollection  of  the  arguments  and  the  dissuasions  he  used 
to  prevent  this  expedition  enhanced  their  sense  of  the  un- 
deservedness  of  his  sufferings,  nor  had  they  any  heart  to 
put  their  trust  in  the  gods,  considering  that  a  man  so  re- 
ligious, who  had  performed  to  the  divine  powers  so  many 
and  so  great  acts  of  devotion,  should  have  no  more  favorable 
treatment  than  the  wickedest  and  meanest  of  the  army. 
Mcias,  however,  endeavored  all  the  while  by  his  voicei, 
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his  countenance,  and  his  carriage,  to  show  himself  nr 
defeated  by  tliese  misfortunes^  And  all  along  the  wa 
shot  at,  and  receiving  wounds  eight  days  continually  froi 
the  enemy,  he  yet  preserved  the  forces  with  him  in  a  bod 
entire,  till  that  Demosthenes  was  taken  prisoner  with  th 
party  that  he  led,  whilst  J;hey  fought  and  made  a  resistant 
and  so  got  behind  and  were  surrounded  near  the  countr 
house  of  Polyzelus.  Demosthenes  thereupon  drew  hi 
sword,  and  wounded  but  did  not  kill  himself,  the  enem 
speedily  running  in  and  seizing  upon  liim.  So  soon  as  th 
Syracusans  had  gone  and  informed  Nicias  of  this,  and  h 
had  sent  some  horsemen,  and  by  them  knew  the  certaint 
of  the  defeat  of  that  division,  he  then  vouchsafed  to  sue  t 
Gylippus  for  a  truce  for  the  Athenians  to  depart  out  c 
Sicily,  leaving  hostages  for  payment  of  money  that  th 
Syracusans  had  expended  in  the  war. 

But  now  they  would  not  hear  of  these  proposals,  bu 
threatening  and  reviling  them,  angrily  and  insultingly  cod 
tinued  to  ply  their  missiles  at  them,  now  destitute  of  ever 
necessary.  Yet  Nicias  still  made  good  his  retreat  all  tha 
night,  and  the  next  day,  through  all  their  darts,  made  his  wa; 
to  the  river  Asinarus.  There,  however,  the  enemy  encoun 
tering  them,  drove  some  into  the  stream,  while  others 
ready  to  die  for  thirst,  plunged  in  headlong,  while  the; 
drank  at  the  same  time,  and  were  cut  down  by  thel 
enemies.  And  here  was  the  cruellest  and  the  most  imraod 
erate  slaughter.  Till  at  last  Nicias  falling  down  to  Gylip 
pus,  "  Let  pity,  O  Gylippus,"  said  he,  "  move  you  in  you 
victory ;  not  for  me,  who  was  destined,  it  seems,  to  brinj 
the  glory  I  once  had  to  this  end,  but  for  the  other  Athe 
nians ;  as  you  well  know  that  the  chances  of  war  are  com 
mon  to  all,  and  the  Athenians  used  them  moderately  an( 
mildly  towards  you  in  their  prosperity." 

At  these  words,  and  at  the  sight  of  Nicias,  Gylippus  wa 
somewhat  troubled,  for  he  w  as  sensible  that  the  Lacedse 
monians  had  received  good  offices  from  Nicias  in  the  laL 
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treaty,  and  he  thought  it  would  be  a  great  and  glorious 
thing  for  him  to  carry  off  the  chief  commanders  of  the 
Athenians  alive.  He  therefore  raised  Nicias  with  respect, 
and  bade  him  be  of  good  clieer,  and  commanded  liis  men 
to  spare  the  lives  of  the  rest.  But  the  word  of  command 
being  communicated  slowly,  the  slain  wei-e  a  far  greater 
number  than  the  prisoners.  Many,  however,  were  privately 
conveyed  away  by  particular  soldiers.  Those  taken  openly 
were  hurried  together  in  a  mass  ;  their  arms  and  spoils 
hung  up  on  the  finest  and  largest  trees  along  the  river. 
The  conquerors,  with  garlands  on  their  heads,  with  their 
own  horses  splendidly  adorned,  and  cropping  short  the 
manes  and  tails  of  those  of  their  enemies,  entered  the  city, 
having,  in  the  most  signal  conflict  ever  waged  by  Greeks 
against  Greeks,  and  with  the  greatest  strength  and  the 
utmost  effort  of  valor  and  manhood,  won  a  most  entire 
victory. 

And  a  general  assembly  of  the  people  of  Syracuse  and 
their  confederates  sitting,  Eurycles,  the  popular  leader, 
moved;  first,  that  the  day  on  whicli  they  took  Nicias 
ihould  from  thenceforward  be  kept  holiday  by  sacrificing 
and  forbearing  all  manner  of  work,  and  from  the  river  be 
called  the  Asinarian  J"'east.  This  was  the  twenty-sixth 
day  of  the  month  Carneus,  the  Athenian  Metagitnion.  And 
that  the  servants  of  the  Athenians  with  the  other  con- 
federates  be  sold  for  slaves,  and  they  themselves  and  the 
Sicilian  auxiliaries  be  kept  and  employed  in  the  quarries, 
except  the  generals,  who  should  be  put  to  death.  The 
Syracusans  favored  the  proposals,  and  when  Hermocrates 
said,  that  to  use  well  a  victory  was  better  than  to  gain  a 
victory,  he  was  met  with  great  clamor  and  outcry.  When 
Gyhppus,  also,  demanded  the  Athenian  generals  to  be  de- 
livered to  him,  that  ho  might  carry  them  to  the  Lacedse- 
inonians,  the  Syracusans,  now  insolent  with  their  good- 
fortune,  gave  him  ill  words.  Indeed,  before  this,  even 
In  the  war,  they  ha.d  been  impatient  at  his  rough  behav- 


202  PLTTTAttCirS  LIVES. 

Jar  and  Laced cemonian  liauglitiiiess,  and  had,  as  Tirasei 
tells  us,  discovered  sordidness  and  avarice  in  hischaracU 
dees  which  may  have  descended  to  hlra  from  his  fath 
Cleandrides,  who  was  convicted  of  bribery  and  banishe 
And  the  very  man  himself,  of  the  one  thousand  talents  whi( 
Lysander  sent  to  Sparta,  embezzled  thirty,  and  hid  the 
under  the  tiles  of  his  house,  and  was  detected  and  sham 
fully  fled  his  country.  But  this  is  related  more  at  large  in  tl 
life  of  Lysander.  Timseus  says  that  Demosthenes  andNicii 
did  not  die,  as  Thucydides  and  Philistus  have  written,  1 
the  order  of  the  Syracusans,  but  that  upon  a  message  sei 
them  from  Hermocrates,  whilst  yet  the  assembly  were  si 
ting,  by  the  connivance  of  some  of  their  guards,  they  we 
enabled  to  put  an  end  to  themselves.  Their  bodies,  ho\ 
ever,  were  thrown  out  before  the  gates  and  offered  for 
public  spectacle.  And  I  have  heard  that  to  this  day  in 
temple  at  Syracuse  is  shown  a  shield,  said  to  have  be( 
Nicias's,  curiously  wrought  and  embroidered  with  gold  ar 
purple  intermixed.  Most  of  the  Athenians  perished  in  tl 
quarries  by  diseases  and  ill  diet,  being  allowed  only  oi 
pint  of  barley  every  day,  and  one  half  pint  of  wate 
Many  of  them,  however,  were  carried  off  by  stealth,  c 
from  the  fii-st,  were  supposed  to  be  servants,  and  were  so' 
as  slaves.  These  latter  were  branded  on  their  forehea( 
with  the  figure  of  a  horse.  There  were,  however,  Athenian 
who,  in  addition  to  slavery,  had  to  endure  even  this.  Bi 
their  discreet  and  orderly  conduct  was  an  advantage  ; 
them  ;  they  were  either  soon  set  free,  or  won  the  respect  i 
their  masters  with  whom  they  continued  ♦'o  live.  Sever 
were  saved  for  the  sake  of  Euripides,  whose  poetry,  it  a] 
pears,  was  in  request  among  the  Sicilians  more  than  amor 
any  of  the  settlers  out  of  Greece.  And  when  any  travelle: 
arrived  that  could  tell  them  some  passage,  or  give  the: 
any  specimen  of  his  verses,  they  were  delighted  to  be  ab 
to  communicate  them  to  one  another.  Many  of  the  ca] 
tives  who  got  safe  back  to  Athens  are  said,  afte-  th( 
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Ireached  home,  to  have  gone  and  made  their  acknowledg- 
^  ments  to  Euripides,  relating  how  that  some  of  them  had 
been  released  from  their  slavery  by  teaching  what  they 
could  remember  of  his  poems,  and  others,  when  straggling 
after  the  fight,  been  relieved  with  meat  and  drink  for  re- 
peating some  of  his  lyrics.  Xor  need  this  be  any  wonder, 
lor  it  is  told  that  a  ship  of  Caunus  fleeing  into  one  of  their 
narbors  for  protection,  pursued  by  pirates,  was  not  received, 
but  forced  back,  till  one  asked  if  they  knew  any  of  Euripi- 
des's  verses,  and  on  their  saying  they  did,  they  were  ad- 
mitted, and  their  ship  brought  into  harbor. 

It  is  said  that  the  Athenians  would  not  believe  their  loss, 
in  a  great  degree  because  of  the  person  who  first  brought 
them  news  of  it.  For  a  certain  stranger,  it  seems,  coming 
to  Piraeus,  and  there  sitting  in  a  barber's  shop,  began  to 
talk  of  what  had  happened,  as  if  the  Athenians  already 
knew  all  that  had  passed  ;  which  the  barber  hearing,  before 
he  acquainted  anybody  else,  ran  as  fast  as  he  could  up  into 
the  city,  addressed  himself  to  the  Archons,  and  presently 
spread  it  about  in  the  public  Place.  On  which,  there  being 
everywhere,  as  may  be  imagined,  terror  and  consterna- 
tion,  the  Archons  summoned  a  general  assembly,  and  there 
brought  in  the  man  and  questioned  him  how  he  came  to 
know.  And  he,  giving  no  satisfactory  account,  was  taken 
for  a  spreader  of  false  intelligence  and  a  disturber  of  the 
city,  and  was,  therefore,  fastened  to  the  wheel  and  racked 
a  long  time,  till  other  messengers  arrived  that  related  the 
whole  disaster  particularly.  So  hardly  was  Xicias  believed 
to  have  suffered  the  calamity  which  he  had  often  predicted 
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CRASSUS. 

Marci's  Crassts,  whose  father  had  borne  the  office  of  a 
censor,  and  received  Ihc  honor  of  a  triuni})h,  was  educated 
In  a  little  house  together  with  his  two  brothers,  'vhc  both 
married  in  their  parents'  lifetime ;  they  kept  but  one  table 
amongst  them  ;  all  which,  perhajis,  was  not  the  least  reason 
of  his  own  temperance  and  moderation  in  diet.  One  of  his 
brothers  dying,  he  married  his  widow,  by  whom  he  had  his 
children ;  neither  was  there  in  these  respects  any  of  the 
Romans  who  lived  a  more  orderly  life  than  he  did,  though 
later  in  life  he  was  suspected  to  have  been  too  familiar  with 
one  of  the  vestal  virgins,  named  Licinia,  who  was,  never- 
theless, acquitted,  upon  an  impeachment  brought  against 
her  by  one  Plotinus.  Licinia  stood  possessed  oi  a  beautiful 
property  in  the  suburbs,  which  Crassus  desiring  to  pur- 
chase at  a  low  price,  for  this  reason  was  frequent  in  his 
attentions  to  her,  which  gave  occasion  to  the  scandal,  and 
his  avarice,  so  to  say,  serving  to  clear  him  of  the  crime,  ha 
was  acquitted.  Nor  did  he  leave  the  lady  till  he  had  got  the 
estate. 

People  were  wont  to  say  that  the  many  virtues  of  Crassus 
were  darkened  by  the  one  vice  of  avarice,  and  indeed  he 
seemed  to  have  no  other  but  that ;  for  it  being  the  most 
predominant,  obscured  others  to  which  he  was  inclined, 
The  arguments  in  proof  of  his  avarice  were  the  vastness  of 
his  estate,  and  the  manner  of  raising  it ;  for  whereas  at  first 
he  was  not  worth  above  three  hundred  talents,  yet,  though 
in  the  course  of  his  political  life  he  dedicated  the  tenth  of 
all  he  had  to  Hercules,  and  feasted  the  people,  and  gave  to 
every  citizen  corn  enough  to  serve  him  three  months,  upon 
casting  up  his  accounts,  before  he  went  upon  his  Parthian 
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expedition,  he  found  his  possessions  to  amount  to  seven 
thousand  one  hundred  talents  j  most  of  which,  if  we  may 
scandal  him  witli  a  truth,  he  got  by  fire  and  rapine,  makmg 
his  advantages  of  the  pubhc  calamities.  For  when  Sylla 
seized  the  city,  and  exposed  to  sale  the  goods  of  those  that 
he  had  caused  to  be  slain,  accou-^ting  them  booty  and  spoils, 
and,  indeed,  calling  them  so  too,  nd  was  desii-ous  of  making 
as  many,  and  as  eminent  men  as  lie  could,  partakers  m  the 
crime,  Crassus  never  was  the  man  that  refused  to  accept,  or 
give  money  for  them.  Moreover,  observing  Iiow  extremely 
subject  the  city  was  to  fire  and  falling  down  of  houses,  by 
reason  of  their  height  and  their  standing  so  near  together^ 
he  bought  slaves  that  were  builders  and  architects,  and 
when  he  had  collected  these  to  the  number  of  more  than 
five  hundred,  he  made  it  his  practice  to  buy  houses  that 
were  on  fire,  and  those  in  the  neighborhood,  wliich,  in  the 
immediate  danger  and  uncertainty  the  pioi^rietors  were 
willing  to  part  with  for  little  or  nothing,  so  that  the  greatest 
part  of  Rome,  at  one  time  or  other,  came  into  his  hands. 
Yet  for  all  he  had  so  many  workmen,  he  never  built  any- 
thing but  his  own  house,  and  used  to  say  that  those  that 
were  addicted  to  building  would  undo  themselves  soon 
enough  without  the  help  of  other  enemies.  And  though 
he  had  many  silver  mines,  and  much  valuable  land,  and  la- 
borers to  work  in  it,  yet  all  this  was  nothing  in  comparison 
of  his  slaves,  such  a  number  and  variety  did  he  possess  of 
excellent  readers,  amanuenses,  silversmiths,  stewards  and 
table- waiters,  whose  instruction  he  always  attended  to  him- 
self, superintending  in  person  while  thpy  learned,  and 
teaching  them  himself,  accounting  it  the  main  duty  of  a 
master  to  look  over  the  servants  that  are,  indeed,  the  living 
tools  of  housekeeping ;  and  in  this,  indeed,  he  was  in  the 
riglit,  in  thinking,  that  is,  as  he  used  to  say,  that  servants 
ought  to  look  after  all  other  things,  and  the  master  after 
tliem.  For  economy,  which  in  things  inanimate  is  but 
money-making,  when  exercised  over  men  becomes  policy, 
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But  it  was  surely  a  mistaken  judgment,  M-hon  lie  said 
man  was  to  be  accounted  rich  tliat  could  not  maintain  an 
army  at  his  own  cost  and  charges,  for  war,  as  Archidamus 
well  observed,  is  not  fed  at  a  fixed  allowance,  so  that  there 
Is  no  saying  what  wealth  suffices  for  it,  and  certainly  it  was 
one  very  far  removed  from  that  of  Marius  ;  for  when  he 
had  distributed  fourteen  acres  of  land  a  man,  and  under 
stood  that  some  desired  more,  "  God  forbid,"  said  he,  "  that 
any  Roman  should  think  that  too  little  which  is  enough  to 
keep  him  alive  and  well." 

Crassus,  however,  was  very  eager  to  be  hospitable  to 
strangers  ;  he  kept  open  house,  and  to  his  friends  he  would 
lend  money  without  interest,  but  called  it  in  precisely  at 
the  time ;  so  that  his  kindness  was  often  thought  worse 
than  the  paying  the  interest  would  have  been.  His  enter- 
tainments  Avere,  for  the  most  part,  plain  and  citizenlike,  the 
company  general  and  popular;  good  taste  and  kindness 
made  them  pleasanter  than  sumptuosity  would  have  done. 
As  for  learning,  he  chiefly  cared  for  rhetoric,  and  what 
would  be  serviceable  with  large  numbers ;  he  became  one 
of  the  best  speakers  at  Rome,  and  by  his  pains  and  indus- 
try outdid  the  best  natural  orators.  For  there  was  no  trial 
how  mean  and  contemptible  soever  that  he  came  to  unpre- 
pared; nay,  several  times  he  undertook  and  concluded  a 
cause,  when  Pompey  and  Caesar  and  Cicero  refused  to  stand 
up,  upon  which  account  particularly  he  got  the  love  of  the 
people,  who  looked  upon  him  as  a  diligent  and  careful  man, 
ready  to  help  and  succor  his  fellow-citizens.  Besides,  the 
people  were  pleased  with  his  courteous  and  unpretending 
salutations  and  greetings,  for  he  never  met  any  citizen 
however  humble  and  low,  but  he  returned  him  his  sahite 
by  name  He  was  looked  upon  as  a  man  well-read  in 
history,  and  pretty  Avell  versed  in  Ai  istotle's  philosophy,  in 
which  one  Alexander  instructed  liim,  a  m;in  wliose  inter 
course  with  Crassus  gave  a  snfflcient  proof  of  his  jrood 
aature  and  gentle  disposition ;  for  it  ts  nard  to  say  whelhei 
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he  was  poorer  when  he  entered  into  his  service,  or  while  he 
continued  in  it;  for  being  his  only  friend  that  used  to 
accompany  him  when  travelling,  he  used  to  receive  from 
him  a  cloak  for  the  journey,  and  when  he  came  home  had 
it  demanded  from  him  again  ;  poor,  patient  sufferer,  when 
even  the  philosophy  he  professed  did  not  look  upon  poverty 
as  a  thing  indifferent.    But  of  this  hereafter. 

When  Cinna  and  Marius  got  the  power  in  their  hands  it 
was  soon  perceived  that  they  haa  not  come  back  for  any 
good  they  intended  to  their  countrj^  but  to  effect  the  ruin 
and  utter  destruction  of  the  nobility.    And  as  many  as 
they  could  lay  their  hands  on  they  slew,  amongst  whom 
were  Crassus's  father  and  brother ;  he  himself,  being  very 
young,  for  the  moment  escaped  the  danger;  but  under- 
standing that  he  was  every  way  besut  and  hunted  after  by 
the  tyrants,  taking  with  him  three  friends  and  ten  servants, 
with  all  possible  speed  he  fled  into  Spam,  having-  formerly 
been  there  and  secured  a  great  number  of  friends,  while  his 
father  was  praetor  of  that  country.    But  finding  all  people 
in  a  consternation,  and  trembling  at  tlie  cruelty  of  Marius, 
as  if  he  was  already  standing  over  them  in  person,  he  durst 
not  discover  himself  to  anybody,  but  hid  himself  in  a  large 
cave  which  was  by  the  seashore,  and  belonged  to  Vibius 
Pacianus,  to  whom  he  sent  one  of  his  servants  to  sound 
him,  his  provisions,  also,  beginning  to  fail.    Vibius  was 
well  pleased  at  his  escape,  and  inquiring  the  place  of  his 
abode  and  the  number  of  his  companions,  he  went  not  to  hnn 
himself,  but  commanded  his  steward  to  provide  every  day  a 
good  meal's  meat,  and  carry  it  and  leave  it  near  such  a  rock, 
and  to  return  without  taking  any  further  notice  or  being 
inquisitive,  promising  him  his  liberty  if  he  did  as  he  com- 
manded and  that  he  would  kill  him  if  he  intermeddled.  The 
cave  is  not  far  from  the  sea ;  a  small  and  insignificant  look- 
ing opening  in  the  chffs  conducts  you  in;  when  you  are 
entered  a  v.'ouderfully  high  roof  spreads  above  you,  and 
large  chambers  open  out  one  beyond  another,  nor  does  it 
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lack  either  water  or  light,  for  a  very  pleasant  and  whole 
some  spring  runs  at  tlie  foot  o£  tlie  cliffs,  and  natui'a.i 
chinks,  in  the  most  advantageous  place,  let  in  the  light  al 
day  long,  and  the  thickness  of  the  rock  makes  the  air  with 
in  pure  and  clear,  all  the  wet  and  moisture  being  carried 
off  into  the  spring. 

While  Crassus  remained  here,  the  steward  brought  them 
what  was  necessary,  but  never  saw  them,  nor  knew  any 
thing  of  the  matter,  though  they  within  saw,  and  expected 
him  at  the  customary  times.  Neither  was  their  entertain- 
ment such  as  ]ust  to  keep  them  alive,  but  given  them  in 
abundance  and  for  their  enjoyment ;  for  Pacianus  resolved 
to  treat  him  with  all  imaghiable  kindness,  and  considering 
that  he  was  a  young  man,  thought  it  well  to  gratify  a  little 
his  youthful  inclinations ;  for  to  give  just  what  is  needfui 
seems  rather  to  come  from  necessity  than  from  a  hearty 
friendship.  Once  taking  with  hiin  two  female  servants, 
he  showed  them  the  place  and  bade  them  go  in  boldly, 
whom  when  Crassus  and  his  friends  saw,  they  were  afraid 
of  being  betrayed  and  demanded  what  they  were,  and 
what  they  would  have.  They,  according  as  they  were  in- 
structed, answered,  they  came  to  wait  upon  their  master, 
who  was  hid  in  that  cave.  And  so  Crassus  perceiving  it 
was  a  piece  of  pleasantry  and  of  good-will  on  the  part  of 
Vibius,  took  them  in  and  kept  them  there  with  him  as  long 
as  he  stayed,  and  employed  them  to  give  information  to 
Vibius  of  what  they  wanted,  and  how  they  were.  Fenes- 
tella  says  he  saw  one  of  them,  then  very  old,  and  often 
heard  her  speak  of  the  time  and  repeat  the  story  with 
pleasure. 

After  Crassus  had  lain  concealed  there  eight  months,  on 
hearing  that  Cinna  was  dead,  he  appeared  abroad,  and  a 
great  number  of  people  flocking  to  him,  out  of  whom  he 
selected  a  body  of  two  thousand  five  hundred,  he  visited 
many  cities,  and,  as  some  write,  sacked  JVlalaca,  which  ha 
hin)self,  however,  always  denied,  and  contradicted  all  wha 
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said  so.    Afterwards,  getting  together  some  ships,  he  passed 
into  Africa,  and  joined  with  Metellus  Pius,  an  eminent 
person  that  had  raised  a  very  considerable  force ;  but  upon 
some  difference  between  him  and  Metellus,  he  stayed  not 
long  there,  but  went  over  to  Sylla,  by  whom  he  was  very 
much  esteemed.    When  Sylla  passed  over  into  Italy,  he  was 
anxious  to  put  all  the  young  men  that  were  with  him  in 
employment ;  and  as  he  despatched  some  one  way,  and  some 
another,  Crassus,  on  its  falling  to  his  share  to  raise  men 
among  the  Marsians,  demanded  a  guard,  being  to  pass 
through  the  enemy's  country,  upon  which  Sylla  replied 
sharply,  "  I  give  you  for  guard  your  father,  your  brother, 
your  friends  and  kindred,  whose  unjust  and  cruel  murder 
I  am  now  going  to  revenge ; "  and  Crassus,  being  nettled, 
went  his  way,  broke  boldly  through  the  enemy,  collected  a 
considerable  force,  and  in  all  Sylla's  wars  acted  with  great 
zeal  and  courage.    And  in  these  times  and  occasions,  they 
say,  began  the  emulation  and  rivalry  for  glory  between  him 
and  Pompey ;  for  though  Pompey  was  the  younger  man, 
and  had  the  disadvantage  to  be  descended  of  a  father  that 
was  disesteemed  by  the  citizens,  and  hated  as  much  as 
ever  man  was,  yet  in  these  actions  he  shone  out  and  was 
proved  so  great,  that  Sylla  always  used,  when  he  came  in, 
to  stand  up  and  uncover  his  head,  an  honor  which  he  seldom 
showed  to  older  men  and  his  own  equals,  and  always  saluted 
him  Imperator.  This  fired  and  stung  Crassus,  though,  indeed, 
he  could  not  with  any  fairness  claim  to  be  preferred ;  for  he 
both  wanted  experience,  and  his  two  innate  vices,  sordiduess 
and  avarice,  tarnished  all  the  lustre  of  his  actions.  For 
when  he  had  taken  Tudertia,  a  town  of  the  Umbrians,  he 
convertea,  it  was  said,  all  the  spoils  to  his  own  use,  for 
which  he  was  complained  of  to  Sylla.   But  in  the  last  and 
greatest  battle  before  Ptome  itself,  where  Sylla  was  worsted, 
some  of  his  battalions  giving  ground,  and  others  being  quite 
broken,  Crassus  got  the  victory  on  the  right  wing,  which 
be  commanded,  and  pursued  the  enemy  till  night,  and  then 
14 
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Bent  to  Sylla  to  acquaint  him  with  his  success,  and  demano 
provision  for  his  soldiers.  In  the  time,  however,  of  the 
proscriptions  and  sequestrations,  he  lost  his  repute  again, 
by  making  great  purchases  for  little  or  nothing,  and  asking 
for  grants.  Nay,  they  say  he  proscribed  one  of  the  Bruttlana 
without  Sylla's  order,  only  for  his  own  profit,  and  that, 
on  discovering  this,  Sylla  never  after  trusted  him  in  any 
public  affairs.  As  no  man  was  more  cunning  than  Crassus 
to  ensnare  others  by  flattery,  so  no  man  lay  more  open  to 
it,  or  swallowed  it  more  greedily  than  himself.  And  this 
particularly  was  observed  of  him,  that  though  he  was  the 
most  covetous  man  in  the  world,  yet  he  habitually  disliked 
and  cried  out  against  others  who  were  so. 

It  troubled  him  to  see  Pompey  so  successful  in  all  his  un- 
dertakings ;  that  he  had  had  a  triumph  before  he  was  capa 
ble  to  sit  in  the  senate,  and  that  the  people  had  surnanied 
him  Magnus,  or  the  great.  When  somebody  was  saying 
Pompey  the  Great  was  coming,  he  smiled,  and  asked  him, 
"How  big  is  he?"  Despairing  to  equal  him  by  feats  of 
arms,  he  betook  himself  to  civil  life,  where  by  doing  kind- 
nesses, pleading,  lending  money,  by  speaking  and  canvass- 
ing among  the  people  for  those  who  had  objects  to  obtain 
from  them,  he  gradually  gained  as  great  honor  and  power 
as  Pompey  had  from  his  many  famous  expeditions.  And  it 
was  a  curious  thing  in  their  rivalry,  that  Pompey's  name 
and  interests  in  the  city  was  greatest  when  he  was  absent, 
for  his  renown  in  war,  but  when  present  he  was  often  less 
successful  than  Crassus,  by  reason  of  his  superciliousness 
and  haughty  way  of  living,  shunning  crowds  of  people,  and 
appearing  rarely  in  the  forum,  and  assistmg  only  some 
few,  and  that  not  readily,  that  his  interests  might  be  the 
stronger  when  he  came  to  use  it  foi  himself.  Whereas 
Crassus,  being  a  friend  always  at  hand,  ready  to  be  had 
and  easy  of  access,  and  always  with  his  hands  full  of  otliei 
people's  business,  with  his  freedom  and  courtesy,  got  the 
better  of  Pompey's  formality.    In  point  of  dignity  of  persoii, 
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eloquence  ot  language,  and  attractiveness  of  countenance, 
they  \yere  pretty  equally  excellent.  But,  however,  thia 
emulation  never  transported  Crassus  so  far  as  to  make 
him  bear  enmity,  or  any  ill-will;  for  though  he  was  vexed 
to  see  Pompey  and  Caesar  preferred  to  him,  yet  he  nevei 
mingled  any  hostility  or  malice  with  his  jealousy  ;  though 
Csesar,  when  he  was  taken  captive  by  the  corsairs  in  Asia, 
cried  out,  "  O  Crassus,  how  glad  you  will  be  at  the  news 
of  my  captivity!"  Afterwards  they  lived  together  on 
friendly  terms,  for  when  Ca?sar  was  going  praetor  into 
Spain,  and  his  creditors,  he  being  then  in  want  of  money, 
came  upon  him  and  seized  his  equipage,  Crassus  then  stood 
by  him  and  relieved  him,  and  was  his  security  for  eight 
hundred  and  thirty  talents.  And  in  general,  Rome  being 
divided  into  three  great  interests,  those  of  Pompey, 
Caesar,  and  Crassus  (for  as  for  Cato,  his  fame  was  greater 
than  his  power,  and  he  was  rather  admired  than  followed), 
the  sober  and  quiet  part  were  for  Pompey,  the  restless  and 
hot-headed  followed  Cesar's  ambition,  but  Crassus  trimmed 
between  them,  making  advantages  of  both,  and  changed 
sides  continually,  being  neither  a  trusty  friend  nor  an  im- 
placable enemy,  and  easily  abandoned  both  his  attachments 
and  his  animosities,  as  he  found  it  for  his  advantage,  so 
that  in  short  spaces  of  time,  the  same  men  and  the  same 
measures  had  him  both  as  their  supporter  and  as  theii 
opponent.  He  was  much  likrd,  but  was  feared  as  much  oi 
even  more.  At  any  rate,  when  Sicinius,  Avho  was  the 
greatest  troubler  of  the  magistrates  and  ministers  of  his 
time,  was  asked  how  it  was  he  let  Crassus  alone,  "  Oh," 
said  he,  «he  carries  hay  on  his  horns,"  alluding  to  the 
custom  of  tying  hay  to  the  horns  of  a  bull  that  used  to 
butt,  that  people  might  keep  out  of  his  way. 

The  insurrection  of  the  gladiators  and  the  devastatioii  oi 
Italy,  commonly  called  the  war  of  Spartacus,  began  upon 
this  occasion.  One  Lentulus  Batiates  trained  up  a  great 
many  gladiators  in  Capua,  most  of  them  Gauls  and  Thra 
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Clans,  who,  not  for  any  tault  by  them  committed,  but  simplj 
through  the  cruelty  of  their  master,  were  kept  in  conflne- 
ment  for  this  object  of  fighting  one  with  another.  Two 
hundred  of  these  formed  a  plan  to  escape,  but  being  dis- 
covered, those  of  them  who  became  aware  of  it  in  time  to 
anticipate  their  master,  being  seventy-eigh*--,  got  out  of  a 
cook's  shop  chopping-knives  and  spits,  and  made  their  way 
through  the  city,  and  lighting  by  the  way  on  several  wagons 
that  were  carrying  gladiators'  arms  to  another  city,  they 
seized  upon  them  and  armed  themselves.  And  seii;i)ig 
upon  a  defensible  place,  they  chose  three  captains,  of  whom 
Spartacus  was  chief,  a  Thracian  of  one  of  the  nomad  tribes, 
and  a  man  not  only  of  high  spirit  and  valiant,  but  in 
understanding,  also,  and  in  gentleness,  superior  to  his  condi- 
tion, and  more  of  a  Grecian  than  the  people  of  his  country 
usually  are.  When  he  first  came  to  be  sold  at  Rome,  they 
say  a  snake  coiled  itself  upon  his  face  as  he  lay  asleep,  and 
his  wife,  who  at  this  latter  time  also  accompanied  him  in  his 
flight,  his  countrywoman,  a  kind  of  prophetess,  and  one  of 
those  possessed  with  the  bacchanal  frenzy,  declared  that  it 
was  a  sign  portending  great  and  formidable  power  to  hira 
with  no  happy  event. 

First,  then,  routing  those  that  came  out  of  Capua  against 
them,  and  thus  procuring  a  quantity  of  proper  soldiers' 
arras,  they  gladly  threw  away  their  own  as  bai'barous  and 
dishonorable.  Afterwards  Clodius,  the  praetor,  took  the 
command  against  them  with  a  body  of  three  thousand  men 
from  Rome,  and  besieged  them  within  a  mountain,  ac- 
cessible only  by  one  narrow  and  difQcult  passage,  which 
Clodius  kept  guarded,  encompassed  on  all  other  sides  with 
steep  and  slippery  precipices.  Upon  the  top,  however, 
grew  a  great  many  wild  vines,  and  cutting  down  as  many 
of  their  boughs  as  they  had  need  of,  they  twisted  them 
into  strong  ladders  long  enough  to  reach  fi-om  thence 
to  the  bottom,  by  which,  without  any  danger,  they  got 
down  all  but  one,  who  stayed  there  to  tlirow  them  down 
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Iheii  arms,  and  after  this  succeeded  m  saving  himself 
The  Romans  were  ignorant  of  all  this,  and,  therefore,  com- 
ing upon  them  in  the  rear,  they  assaulted  them  unawares 
and  took  tlieir  camp.  Several,  also,  of  the  shepherds  and 
herdsmen  that  were  there,  stout  and  nimble  fellows,  re- 
volted over  to  them,  to  some  of  whom  they  gave  complete 
arms,  and  made  use  of  others  as  scouts  and  light-armed 
soldiers.  Publius  Varinus,  the  prajtor,  was  now  sent 
against  them,  whose  lieutenant,  Furius,  with  two  thousand 
men,  they  fought  and  routed.  Then  Cossinius  was  sent 
with  considerable  forces,  to  give  his  assistance  and  advice, 
and  him  Spartacus  missed  but  very  little  of  capturing  in 
person,  as  he  was  bathing  at  Salinte  ;  for  he  with  great  dif- 
ficulty made  his  escape,  while  Spartacus  possessed  himself 
of  his  baggage,  and  following  the  chase  with  a  great 
slaughter,  stormed  his  camp  and  took  it,  where  Cossinius 
himself  was  slain.  After  many  successful  skirmishes  with 
the  praetor  himself,  in  one  of  which  he  took  his  lictors  and  his 
own  horse,  he  began  to  be  great  and  terrible ;  but  wisely  con- 
sidering that  he  was  not  to  expect  to  match  the  force  of  the 
empire,  he  marched  his  army  towards  the  Alps,  intending, 
when  he  had  passed  them,  that  every  man  should  go  to  his 
own  home,  some  to  Thrace,  some  to  Gaul.  But  they,  grown 
confident  in  their  numbers,  and  puffed  up  with  their  suc- 
cess, would  give  no  obedience  to  him,  but  went  about  and 
ravaged  Italy;  so  that  now  the  senate  was  not  only  moved 
at  the  indignity  and  baseness,  both  of  the  enemy  and  of  the 
insurrection,  but,  looking  upon  it  as  a  matter  of  alarm 
and  of  dangerous  consequence,  sent  out  both  the  consuls 
to  it,  as  to  a  great  and  difficult  enterprise.  The  consul 
Gellius,  falling  suddenly  upon  a  party  of  Germans,  who 
through  contempt  and  confidence  had  straggled  from 
Spartacus,  cut  them  all  to  pieces.  But  when  Lentulus  with 
a  large  army  besieged  Spartacus,  he  sallied  out  upon  him, 
and,  joining  battle,  defeated  his  chief  officers,  and  captured 
all  his  baggage.   As  he  made  toward  the  Alps,  Cassius, 
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who  ^  u.s  picel-oj-  of  that  part  o{  Caul  that  lies  about  the  Po, , 
met  bim  with  ten  thousand  meu,  but  being  overcome  Id 
battle,  he  had  much  ado  to  escape  himself,  m  ith  the  loss  ot , 
a  great  manj*  of  his  men. 

\Vhen  the  senate  understood  this,  they  were  displeased  , 
at  the  consuls,  and  ordering  them  to  meddle  no  further, 
they  appointed  Crassus  general  of  the  war,  and  a  great 
many  of  the  nobility  went  volunteers  with  him,  partly  oul 
of  friendship,  and  partly  to  get  honor.  He  stayed  himsell 
on  the  borders  of  Picenum,  expecting  Spartacus  would 
come  that  way,  and  sent  his  lieutenant,  Mumniius,  with 
two  legions,  to  wheel  about  and  observe  the  enemy's 
motions,  but  upon  no  account  to  engage  or  skirmish 
But  he,  upon  the  first  opportunity,  joined  battle,  and  was 
routed,  having  a  great  many  of  his  men  slain,  and  a  great 
many  only  saving  their  lives  v/ith  the  loss  of  their  arms. 
Crassus  rebuked  Mumraius  severely,  and  arming  the  sol 
diers  again,  he  made  them  find  sureties  for  their  arms, 
that  they  would  part  with  them  no  more,  and  five  hundred 
that  were  the  beginners  of  the  flight,  he  divided  into  fifty 
tens,  and  one  of  each  was  to  die  by  lot,  thus  reviving  the 
ancient  Roman  punishment  of  decimation,  where  ignominy 
IS  added  to  the  penalty  of  death,  with  a  variety  of  appalling 
and  terrible  circumstances,  presented  before  the  eyes  of  the 
whole  army,  assembled  as  spectators.  When  he  had  thus 
reclaimed  his  men,  he  led  them  against  the  enemy ;  but 
Spartacus  retreated  through  Lucania  toward  the  sea,  and 
in  the  straits  meeting  with  some  Cilician  pirate  ships,  he 
had  thoughts  of  attempting  Sicily,  where,  by  landing  two 
thousand  men,  he  hoped  to  new  kindle  the  war  of  the 
slaves,  which  was  but  lately  extinguished,  and  seemed  to 
need  but  little  fuel  to  set  it  burning  again.  But  after  the 
pirates  had  struck  a  bargain  with  him,  and  received  hia 
earnest,  they  deceived  him  and  sailed  away.  He  thereupon 
retired  again  from  the  sea,  and  established  his  army  iP 
the  peninsula  of  lihegium  ,  there  Crassus  came  upon  biii 
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and  consideving  the  nature  of  the  place,  which  of  it^eJf 
suggested  the  undertaking,  he  set  to  work  to  build  a  wall 
across  the  isthmus  ;  thus  keeping  his  soldiers  at  once  from 
idleness  and  his  foes  from  forage.  This  great  and  difficult 
work  he  perfected  in  a  space  of  time  short  beyond  all  ex^ 
pectation,  making  a  ditch  from  one  sea  to  the  other,  over 
the  neck  of  land,  three  hundred  furlongs  long,  fifteen  feet 
broad,  and  as  much  in  depth,  and  above  it  built  a  wonder- 
fully  high  and  strong  wall.  All  which  Spartacus  at  first 
slighted  and  despised,  but  when  provisions  began  to  fail, 
and  on  his  proposing  to  pass  further,  he  found  he  was 
walled  in,  and  no  more  was  to  be  had  In  the  peninsula, 
taking  the  opportunity  of  a  snowy,  stormy  night,  he  filled 
up  part  of  the  ditch  with  earth  and  boughs  of  trees,  and  so 
passed  the  third  part  of  his  army  over. 

Crassus  was  afraid  lest  he  should  march  directly  to  Rome, 
but  was  soon  eased  of  that  fear  when  he  saw  many  of  his 
men  break  out  in  a  mutiny  and  quit  him,  and  encamped  by 
themselves  upon  the  Lucanian  lake.  This  lake  they  say 
changes  at  intervals  of  time,  and  is  sometimes  sweet,  and 
sometimes  so  salt  that  it  cannot  be  drunk.  Crassus  falling 
upon  these  beat  them  from  the  lake,  but  he  could  not  pursue 
the  slaughter,  because  of  Spartacus  suddenly  coming  up 
and  checking  the  flight.  Xow  he  began  to  repent  that  ha 
had  previously  written  to  the  senate  to  call  Lucullus  out  of 
Thrace,  and  Pompey  out  of  Spain ;  so  that  he  did  all  he 
could  to  finish  the  war  before  they  came,  knowing  that  the 
honor  of  the  action  would  redound  to  him  that  came  to  liis 
assistance.  Resolving,  therefore,  first  to  set  upon  those 
that  had  mutinied  and  encamped  apart,  whom  Caius  Can- 
nicius  and  Castas  commanded,  he  sent  six  thousand  men 
before  to  secure  a  little  eminence,  and  to  do  it  as  privately 
M  possible,  which  that  they  might  do  they  covered  their 
helmets,  but  being  discovered  by  two  women  that  were 
sacriflcino-  for  the  enemy,  they  had  been  in  great  hazard, 
had  not  Ci  i  -  ^u^  immediately  appeared,  and  engaged  in  a 
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battle  which  pvovcil  a  most  Moody  one  Of  tweh-e  thou, 
sand  three  Imndicd  whom  he  kiUed,  two  only  were  found 
wounded  in  their  hacks,  tlie  ivst  all  having  died  standing  in 
their  ranks  and  fighting  hravfl\  Spart;u  us,  after  this  dis 
coinfiture,  retired  to  the  mountains  of  Petelia,  hut  sJuintins, 
one  of  Crassus's  officers,  and  Scrofa,  the  quaestor,  pursued 
and  overtook  him.  But  when  Spartacus  r;illied  aud  faced 
theui,  they  were  utterly  routed  and  fled,  aud  had  muchadc 
to  carry  off  their  quaestor,  who  was  wounded.  This  success, 
however,  ruined  Spartacus,  because  it  encouraged  the  slaves, 
who  now  disdained  any  longer  to  avoid  fighting,  or  to  obej 
their  officers,  but  as  they  were  upon  the  march,  they  came  tc 
them  with  their  swords  in  their  hands,  and  compelled  theiu  tc 
lead  them  back  again  througli  Lucania,  against  the  Romans, 
the  very  thing  which  Crassus  was  eager  for.  For  news 
was  already  brought  that  Poinpey  was  at  hand ;  and  people 
began  to  talk  openly;  that  the  honor  of  this  war  was  re> 
served  to  him,  who  would  come  and  at  once  oblige  the 
enemy  to  fight  and  put  an  end  to  the  war.  Crassus,  there- 
fore,  eager  to  fight  a  decisive  battle,  encamped  very  near  the 
enemy,  and  began  to  make  lines  of  circumvallation ;  but  the 
slaves  make  a  sally  and  attacked  the  pioneers.  As  fresh 
supplies  came  in  on  either  side,  Spartacus,  seeing  there 
was  no  avoiding  it,  set  all  his  army  in  array,  and  when  bia 
horse  was  brought  him,  he  drew  out  his  sword  and  killed 
him,  saying,  if  he  got  the  day  he  should  have  a  great  many 
better  horses  of  the  enemies',  and  if  he  lost  it  he  should 
have  no  need  of  this.  And  so  making  directly  towards 
Crassus  himself,  through  the  midst  of  arms  and  wounds, 
he  missed  him,  but  slew  two  centurions  that  fell  upon  him 
together.  At  last  being  deserted  by  those  that  were  about 
him,  he  himself  stood  his  ground,  and,  surrounded  by  the 
enemy,  bravely  defending  himself,  was  cut  in  pieces.  But 
though  Crassus  had  good  fortune,  and  not  only  did  the  part 
of  a  good  general,  but  .gallantly  exposed  his  [jcrson,  yet 
Pompey  had  much  of  the  credit  ot  llie  action     I''or  he  mei 
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irith  many  of  the  fugitives,  and  slew  them,  and  wrote  to  the 
senate  that  Crassus  indeed  had  vanquished  the  slaves  in 
a  pitched  battle,  but  that  he  had  put  an  end  to  the  war. 
Pompey  was  honored  with  a  magnificent  triumph  for  his 
conquest  over  Sertorius  and  Spain,  while  Crassus  could  not 
himself  so  much  as  desire  a  triumph  in  its  full  form,  and 
indeed  it  was  thought  to  look  but  meanly  in  him  to  accept 
of  the  lesser  honor,  called  the  ovation,  for  a  servile  war,  and 
perform  a  procession  on  foot.  The  difference  between  this 
and  the  other,  and  the  origin  of  the  name,  are  explained  in 
the  life  of  Marcellus. 

And  Pompey  being  immediately  invited  to  the  consul- 
ship, Crassus,  who  had  hoped  to  be  joined  with  him,  did 
not  scruple  to  request  his  assistance.    Pompey  most  readily 
seized  the  opportunity,  as  he  desired  by  all  means  to  lay 
some  obligation  upon  Crassus,  and  zealously  promoted  his 
interest ;  and  at  last  he  declared  in  one  of  his  speeches  to 
the  people,  that  he  should  be  not  less  beholden  to  them  for 
his  colleague,  than  for  the  honor  of  his  own  appointment. 
But  once  entered  upon  the  employment,  this  amity  continued 
not  long  ;  but  differing  almost  in  everything,  disagreeing, 
quarrelling,  and  contending,  they  spent  the  time  of  their 
consulship,  without  effecting  any  measure  of  consequence, 
except  that  Crassus  made  a  great  sacrifice  to  Hercules,  and 
feasted  the  people  at  ten  thousand  tables,  and  measured 
them  out  corn  for  three  months.    When  their  command 
was  now  ready  to  expire,  and  they  were,  as  it  happened,  ad- 
dressing the  people,  a  Roman  knight,  one  Onatius  Aurehus, 
an  ordinary  private  person,  living  in  the  country,  mounted 
the  hustings,  and  declared  a  vision  he  had  in  his  sleep: 
"Jupiter,"  said  he,  "  apppeared  to  me,  and  commanded  me 
to  tell  you,  that  you  should  not  suffer  your  consuls  to  lay 
down  their  charge  before  they  are  made  friends."  When 
lie  had  spoken,  the  people  cried  out  that  they  should  be 
i  ttconciled.    Pompey  stood  still  and  said  nothing,  but  Cras- 
1  »U8,  first  offering  him  his  hand,  said,  "  I  cannot  think,  my 
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cr.untrymen,  that  T  do  anything  humiliating  or  unworthj 
of  myself,  if  I  make  the  first  offers  of  accommodation  and 
friendship  with  Pompey,  whom  you  yourselves  styled  the 
Great  before  he  was  of  man's  estate,  and  decreed  Lira  s 
triumph  before  he  was  capable  of  sitting  in  the  senate." 

This  is  what  was  memorable  in  Crassus's  consulship,  bul 
as  for  his  censorship,  that  was  altogether  idle  and  inactive 
for  he  neither  made  a  scrutiny  of  the  senate,  nor  took  a  r& 
view  of  the  horsemen,  nor  a  census  of  the  people,  though 
he  had  as  mild  a  man  as  could  be  desired  for  his  colleague 
Lutatius  Catulus.  It  is  said,  indeed,  that  when  Crassua 
intended  a  violent  and  unjust  measure,  which  was  the  re- 
ducing Egypt  to  be  tributary  to  Rome,  Catulus  stronglj 
opposed  it,  and  falling  out  about  it,  they  laid  down  then 
office  by  consent.  In  the  great  conspiracy  of  Catiline,  whicb 
was  very  near  subverting  the  government,  Crassus  was  nol 
without  some  suspicion  of  being  concerned,  and  one  man 
came  forward  and  declared  him  to  be  in  the  plot ;  but  no- 
body credited  him.  Yet  Cicero,  in  one  of  his  orations, 
clearly  charges  both  Crassus  and  Csesar  with  the  guilt  oi 
it,  though  that  speech  was  not  published  till  they  were 
both  dead.  But  in  his  speech  upon  his  consulship,  he  d& 
Clares  that  Crassus  came  to  him  by  night,  and  brought  8 
letter  concerning  Catiline,  stating  the  details  of  the  con- 
ripiracy  Crassus  hated  him  ever  after,  but  was  hindered 
by  his  son  from  doing  him  any  injury;  for  Publius  was  a 
great  lover  of  learning  and  eloquence,  and  a  constant  fol- 
lower  of  Cicero,  insomuch  that  he  put  himself  into  mourn 
ing  when  he  was  accused,  and  induced  the  other  young 
men  to  do  the  same.  And  at  last  he  reconciled  him  to  hia 
father. 

Csesar  now  returning  from  his  command,  and  designing 
to  get  the  consulship,  and  seeuig  that  Crassus  and  Pompej 
were  again  at  vai  iance,  was  unwilling  to  disoblige  one  bj 
making  application  to  the  otlier,  and  despaired  of  success 
<viLhout  the  help  of  one  of  tiiem ;  he  therefore  made  it  hii 
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Business  to  reconcile  them,  making  it  appear  that  by  weaken- 
iiig  each  other's  influence,  they  were  promoting  the  interest 
of  the  Ciceros,  the  Catuli,  and  the  Catos,  who  would  really 
be  of  no  account  if  they  would  join  their  interests  and  their 
factions,  and  act  together  in  public  with  one  policy  and  one 
united  power.    And  so  reconciling  them  by  his  persuasions, 
out  of  the  three  parties  he  set  up  one  irresistible  power, 
which  utterly  subverted  the  government  both  of  senate  and 
people.   Not  that  he  made  either  Pompey  or  C'rassns  greater 
than  they  were  before,  but  by  their  means  made  himself 
greatest  of  all ;  for  by  the  help  of  the  adherents  of  both,  he 
was  at  once  gloriously  declared  consul,  which  office  when 
he  administered  with  credit,  they  decreed  him  the  com- 
mand of  an  army,  and  allotted  liim  Gaul  for  his  province, 
and  so  placed  him  as  it  were  in  the  citadel,  not  doubting 
but  they  should  divide  the  rest  at  their  jileasnre  between 
themselves,  when  they  had  confirmed  him  in  his  allotted 
command.    Pompey  was  actuated  in  all  this  by  an  immod- 
erate desire  of  ruling,  but  Crassus,  adding  to  his  old  disease 
of  covetousness,  a  new  passion  after  trophies  and  triumphs, 
emulous  of  Csesar's  exploits,  not  content  to  be  beneath  him 
in  these  points,  though  above  him  in  all  others,  could  not 
be  at  rest,  till  it  ended  in  an  ignominious  overthrow  and  a 
public  calamity.    When  Csesar  came  out  of  Gaul  to  Lucca, 
a  great  many  went  thither  from  Rome  to  meet  him.  Pom- 
pey and  Crassus  had  various  conferences  with  him  in  secret, 
in  which  they  came  to  the  resolution  to  proceed  to  still 
more  decisive  steps,  and  to  get  the  whole  management  of 
affairs  into  their  hands,  Cissar  to  keep  his  army,  and  Pom- 
peyand  Crassus  to  obtain  new  ones  and  new  provinces 
To  effect  all  which  there  was  but  one  way,  the  getting  the 
consulate  a  second  time,  which  they  were  to  stand  for,  and 
!  Cffisar  to  assist  them  by  writing  to  his  friends  and  sending 
many  of  his  soldiers  to  vote. 

But  when  they  returned  to  Rome,  their  design  was  pres. 
ffltly  suspected,  and  a  report  was  soon  spread  that  th^tf 
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interview  had  been  for  no  good.  AVhen  :^[arc•t'llinus  an 
Domitius  asked  PoniiK  y  in  the  senate  if  he  intended  t 
stand  for  the  consulship,  lie  answered,  perhaps  he  wouk 
perhaps  not ;  and  being  urged  again,  replied,  he  Avould  as 
it  of  the  honest  citizens,  but  not  of  the  dishonest.  Whic 
answer  appearing  too  haughty  and  arrogant,  Crassus  sai( 
more  modestly,  that  he  would  desire  it  if  it  might  he  fe 
the  advantage  of  the  public,  otherwise  he  would  declii.e  i 
Upon  this  some  others  took  confidence  and  came  forwar 
as  candidates,  among  them  Domitius.  But  when  Pompe 
and  Crassus  now  openly  appeared  for  it,  the  rest  wei 
afraid  and  drew  back  ;  only  Cato  encouraged  Domitius,  wh 
was  his  friend  and  relation,  to  proceed,  exciting  him  to  pei 
sist,  as  though  he  was  now  defending  the  public  libert; 
as  these  men,  he  said,  did  not  so  much  aim  at  the  consu 
ate  as  at  arbitrary  government,  and  it  was  not  a  petitio 
for  office,  but  a  seizure  of  provinces  and  armies.  Tin; 
spoke  and  thought  Cato,  and  almost  forcibly  compelle 
Domitius  to  appear  in  the  forum,  where  many  sided  wit 
them.  For  there  was,  indeed,  much  wonder  and  quest io 
among  the  people,  "  Why  should  Pompey  and  Crassi 
want  another  consulship?  and  why  they  two  together,  an 
not  with  some  third  person?  We  have  a  great  many  me 
not  unworthy  to  be  fellow-consuls  with  either  the  one  ( 
the  other."  Pompey 's  party,  being  apprehensive  of  tlii 
committed  all  manner  of  indecencies  and  violences,  an 
amongst  other  things  lay  in  wait  for  Domitius,  as  he 
coming  thither  before  daybreak  with  his  friends  ;  his  tore! 
bearer  they  killed,  and  wounded  several  others,  of  \\  ho\ 
Cato  was  one.  And  these  l^eing  beaten  back  and  drive 
into  a  house,  Pompey  and  Crassus  were  proclaimed  coi 
suls.  Not  long  aftt'r,  they  surrounded  the  house  wit 
armed  men,  thrust  Cato  out  of  the  forum,  killed  some  thf 
made  resistance,  and  decreed  Ca-sar  Ids  command  for  fiv 
years  longer,  and  provinces  for  themselves,  Svria,  and  hot 
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the  Spains,  which  being  divided  by  lots,  Syria  fell  to  Cras- 
sus,  and  the  Spains  to  Pompey. 

All  were  well  pleased  with  the  change,  for  the  people 
were  desirous  that  Pompey  should  not  go  far  from  the  city, 
and  he,  being  extremely  fond  of  his  wife,  was  very  glad  to 
continue  there ;  but  Crassus  was  so  transported  with  his 
fortune,  that  it  was  manifest  he  thought  he  had  never  had 
such  good-luck  befall  him  as  now,  so  that  he  had  much  to 
do  to  contain  himself  before  company  and  strangers  ;  but 
amongst  his  private  friends  he  let  fall  many  vain  and 
childish  words,  which  were  unworthy  of  his  age,  and  con- 
trary to  his  usual  character,  for  he  had  been  very  little 
gim:  to  boasting  hitherto.    But  tlien  being  strangely 
puffed  up,  and  his  head  heated,  he  would  not  limit  his  fort- 
une with  Parthia  and  Syria;  Imt  loolving  on  the  actions 
of  LucuUus  against  Tigranes  and  the  exploits  of  Pompey 
against  Mithridates  as  but  cliild's  play,  he  i)roposed  to 
himself  in  his  hopes  to  pass  as  far  as  Bactria  and  India, 
and  the  utmost  ocean.    Xot  tiiat  he  was  called  upon  by 
the  decree  which  appointed  him  to  his  office  to  undertake 
any  expedition  against  the  Parthian s,  but  it  was  well  known 
that  he  was  eager  for  it,  and  Ca?sar  wrote  to  hun  out  of 
Gaul,  commendhig  his  resolution,  and  inciting  him  to  the 
war.   And  when  Ateius,  the  tribune  of  the  people,  designed 
to  stop  his  journey,  and  many  others  murmured  that  one 
man  should  undertake  a  war  against  a  people  that  had 
done  them  no  injury,  and  were  at  amity  with  them,  he 
desired  Pompey  to  stand  by  him  and  accompany  him  out 
of  the  town,  as  he  had  a  great  name  amongst  the  common 
people.    And  when  several  were  ready  prepared  to  inter- 
fere and  raise  an  outcry,  Pompey  appeared  with  a  pleasing 
countenance,  and  so  mollified  the  people,  that  they  let 
Crassus  pass  quietly.    Ateius,  however,  met  him,  and  farst 
by  word  of  mouth  warned  and  conjured  him  not  to  pro- 
ceed and  then  commanded  his  attendant  officer  to  seize 
Mm  and  detain  him ;  but  the  other  tribunes  not  permitting 
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it,  tlie  officer  released  Crassus  Ateins,  therefore,  rnnnln^^ 
to  the  gate,  when  Crassus  was  come  thither,  set  down  » 
chafing-dish  with  lighted  tire  in  it,  and  burning  incense 
and  pouring  libations  on  it,  cursed  him  with  dreadful  im- 
precations, calling  upon  and  naming  several  strange  and 
horrible  deities.  In  tlie  IJoraan  belief  there  is  so  mucb 
virtue  in  these  sacred  and  ancient  rites,  tliat  no  man  can 
escape  the  effects  of  them,  and  that  the  utterer  himself 
seldom  prospers ;  so  that  they  are  not  often  made  use  of, 
and  but  upon  a  great  occasion.  And  Ateius  was  blamed 
at  the  time  for  resorting  to  them,  as  the  city  itself,  in 
whose  cause  he  used  them,  would  be  the  first  to  feel  the  ill 
effects  of  these  curses  and  supernatural  terrors. 

Crassus  arrived  at  Brundusium,  and  though  the  sea  wris 
very  rough,  he  had  not  patience  to  wait,  but  went  on  board, 
and  lost  many  of  his  ships.  With  the  remnant  of  his  army 
he  marched  rapidly  through  Galatia,  where  meeting  with 
king  Deiotarus,  who,  though  he  was  very  old,  was  about 
building  a  new  city,  Crassus  scofBngly  told  him,  "Your 
majesty  begins  to  build  at  the  twelfth  hour."  "  Neither  do 
you,"  said  he,  "  O  general,  undertake  your  Parthian  ex 
pedition  very  early."  For  Crassus  was  then  sixty  years 
old,  and  he  seemed  older  than  he  was.  At  his  first  coming, 
things  went  as  he  would  have  them,  for  he  made  a  bridge 
over  the  Euphrates,  without  much  difficulty,  and  passed 
over  his  array  in  safety,  and  occupied  many  cities  of  Meso 
potamia,  which  yielded  voluntarily.  But  a  hundred  of  his 
men  were  killed  in  one,  in  which  Apollonius  was  tyrant ; 
therefore,  bringing  his  forces  against  it,  he  took  it  by  storm, 
plundered  the  goods,  and  sold  the  inhabitants.  The  Greeks 
call  this  city  Zenodotia,  upon  the  taking  of  which  he  per 
mitted  the  army  to  salute  him  Imperator,  but  this  waa 
very  ill  thought  of,  and  it  looked  as  if  he  despaired  a  nobler 
achievement,  that  he  made  so  much  of  this  little  success 
Putting  garrisons  of  seven  thousand  foot  and  one  thousand 
^orse  m  the  new  conquests,  he  returned  to  take  up  hig 
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jnntei  quarters  in  Syria,  where  his  son  was  to  meet  him 
wming  froni  Caesar  out  ol  Gaul,  decorated  with  rewards 
for  his  valor,  and  bringmg  with  bini  one  thousand  select 
Qorse.    Here  Crassus  seemed  to  commit  his  first  error,  and 
except,  indeed,  the  whole  expedition,  his  gi-eatest ;  for., 
whereas  he  ought  to  have  gone  forward  and  seized  Babylon 
and  Seleucia,  cities  that  were  ever  at  enmity  with  the  Par 
thians,  he  gave  the  enemy  time  to  provide  against  him. 
Besides,  he  spent  his  time  in  Syria  more  like  an  usurer  than 
a  general,  not  in  taking  an  account  of  the  arms,  and  in 
improving  the  skill  and  disciplhie  of  his  soldiers,  but  in 
computing  the  revenue  of  the  cities,  wasting  many  days 
in  weighing  by  scale  and  balance  the  treasure  that  was  in 
the  temple  of  Hierapolis,  issuing  requisitions  for  levies  ot 
soldiers  upon  particular  to\^'ns  and  kingdoms,  and  then 
again  withdrawing  them  on  payment  of  sums  of  money, 
by  which  he  lost  his  credit  and  became  despised.  Here, 
too,  he  met  with  the  first  ill-omen  from  that  goddess,  whom 
some  call  Venus,  others  Juno,  others  Xature,  or  the  Cause 
that  produces  out  of  moisture  the  first  principles  and  seeds 
of  all  things,  and  gives  mankind  their  earliest  knowledge 
of  all  that  is  good  for  them.   For  as  they  were  going  out 
of  the  temple,  young  Crassus  stumbled,  and  his  father  fell 
upon  him. 

When  he  drew  his  army  out  of  winter  quarters,  ambas- 
sadors came  to  him  from  Arsaces,  with  this  short  speech . 
If  the  army  was  sent  by  the  people  of  liome,  he  denounced 
mortal  war,  but  if,  as  he  understood  was  the  case,  againat 
the  consent  of  his  country,  Crassus  for  his  own  private 
profit  had  invaded  his  territory,  then  their  king  would  be 
more  merciful,  and  taking  pity  u^ion  Crassus's  dotage, 
Would  send  those  soldiers  back  who  had  been  left  not  so 
truly  to  keep  guard  on  him  as  to  be  his  prisoners.  Cras- 
sus >)oastfully  told  them  he  would  return  his  answer  at 
Seleucia  upon  which  Vagises,  the  eldest  of  them,  laughed 
and  BhoAV'ju  the  palm  of  his  hand,  saying,  "Ilair  wi|.! 
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grow  here  before  you  will  see  F//icucia ; "  so  they  returna 
to  their  king,  Ilyrodes,  tellin^ij  him  it  was  war.  Severa 
of  the  Romans  that  were  in  garrison  in  Mesopotamii 
with  great  hazard  made  their  escape,  and  brought  won 
that  the  danger  was  worth  consideration,  urging  their  owi 
eye-witness  of  the  numbers  of  the  enemy,  and  the  nianne 
of  their  fighting,  when  they  assaulted  their  to  ,ms ;  and,  a 
men's  manner  is,  made  all  seeui  greater  than  really  it  was 
By  flight  it  was  impossible  to  escape  them,  and  as  impos 
sible  to  overtake  them  when  thej  Aed,  and  they  had  a  nev 
and  strange  sort  of  darts,  as  swif/j  as  sight,  for  they  piercei 
whatever  they  met  with,  before  you  could  see  who  thre\ 
them ;  their  men  at  arms  wfj  'e  so  provided  that  thei 
weapons  would  cut  through  fmything,  and  their  armo 
give  way  to  nothing.  All  ^vhich  when  the  soldier 
heard,  their  hearts  failed  them  ;  for  till  now  they  though 
there  was  no  difference  between  the  Parthians  and  the  Ai 
menians  or  Cappadocians,  whom  Lucullus  grew  weary  witl 
plundering,  and  had  been  persuaded  that  the  main  difficult; 
of  the  war  consisted  only  in  the  tediousness  of  the  marc' 
and  the  trouble  of  chasing  men  that  durst  not  come  t 
blows,  so  that  the  danger  of  a  battle  was  beyond  their  ey. 
pectation ;  accordingly,  some  of  the  officers  advised  Crassu 
to  proceed  no  further  at  present,  but  reconsider  the  whol 
enterprise,  amongst  whom  in  particular  was  Cassius,  th 
qujestor.  The  soothsayers,  also,  told  him  privately  th 
signs  found  in  the  sacrifices  v/ere  conrinually  adverse  luv 
unfavorable.  But  he  paid  no  heed  to  them,  or  to  anybod 
who  gave  any  other  advice  t;K^n  to  proceed.  Nor  did  Art.n 
hazes,  king  of  Armenia,  confirm  him  a  little,  who  came  t 
his  aid  Avith  six  thousand  horse;  who,  however,  were  sal 
to  be  only  the  king's  life-guard  and  suit,  for  he  promise 
ten  thousand  cuirassiers  more,  and  thirty  tliousand  foot,  a 
his  own  charge.  He  urycd  C'rassus  to  invade  Parthia  b, 
the  way  of  Armenia,  for  not  only  Wduld  he  be  able  there  t 
supply  his  army  with  abundant  provision,  wliiuh  he  woul 
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give  him,  but  liis  passage  would  be  more  secure  in  the 
mountains  and  hills,  with  which  the  whole  country  was 
covered,  making  it  almost  impassable  to  horse,  in  which 
the  main  strength  of  the  Parthians  consisted.    Crassus  re  ■ 
turned  him  but  cold  thanks  for  his  readiness  to  serve  him, 
and  for  the  splendor  of  his  assistance,  and  told  him  he  was 
resolved  to  pass  through  Mesopotamia,  where  he  had  left 
a  great  many  brave  Roman  soldiers ;  whereupon  the  Ar- 
menian went  his  way.    As  Crassus  was  taking  the  army 
over  the  river  at  Zeugma,  he  encountered  preternaturally 
violent  thunder,  and  the  I'ghtning  flashed  in  the  faces  of 
the  troops,  and  during  the  storm  a  hurricane  broke  upon 
the  bridge,  and  carried  part  of  it  away  ;  two  thunderbolts 
fell  upon  the  very  place  where  the  army  was  going  to 
encamp;  and  one  of  the  general's  horses,  magnificently 
caparisoned,  dragged  away  the  groom  into  the  river  and  was 
drowned.    It  is  said,  too,  that  w  hen  they  went  to  take  up 
the  first  standard,  the  eagle  of  itself  turned  its  head  back- 
ward; and  after  he  had  passed  over  his  army,  as  they  were 
distributing  provisions,  the  first  thhig  they  gave  was  lentils 
and  salt,  which  with  the  llomaus  are  the  food  proper  to 
funerals,  and  are  offered  to  the  dead.   And  as  Crassus  was 
haranguing  his  soldiers,  he  let  fall  a  word  which  was 
thought  very  ominous  in  the  army  ;  for  "  I  am  going,"  he 
said,  "  to  break  down  the  bridge,  that  none  of  you  may  re- 
turn;" and  whereas  he  ought,  when  he  had  perceived  his 
blunder,  to  have  corrected  himself,  and  explained  his  mean- 
mg,  seeing  the  men  alarmed  at  the  expression,  he  would 
not  do  it  out  of  mere  stubbornness.   And  when  at  the 
last  general  sacrifice  the  priest  gave  him  the  entrails,  they 
slipt  out  of  his  hand,  and  when  he  saw  the  standers-by  con 
"serned  at  it,  he  laughed  and  said,  "  See  what  it  is  to  be  an 
old  man ;  but  I  shall  hold  my  sword  fast  enough." 

So  be  marched  his  army  along  the  river  with  seven  le- 
gions little  less  than  tour  thousand  horse,  and  as  many 
light-armed  soldiers,  and  the  scouts  returning  declared  that 
IS 
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not  Olio  iiiaii  appeared,  but  that  they  saw  the  footing  of  a 
great  many  horses  wliich  seemed  to  be  retiring  in  fliglit, 
whereupon  Crassus  conceived  great  hopes,  and  the  Romans 
began  to  despise  the  Partliians,  as  men  that  would  not 
come  to  combat,  hand  to  hand.  But  Cassius  spoke  witli 
him  again,  and  advised  him  to  refresh  his  army  in  some  ol 
the  garrison  towns,  and  remain  there  till  they  could  get 
some  certain  intelligence  of  the  enemy,  or  at  least  to  make 
toward  Seleucia,  and  keep  by  the  river,  that  so  they  migln 
have  the  convenience  of  having  provision  constantly  sup- 
plied by  the  boats,  which  might  always  accompany  the 
army,  and  the  river  would  secure  them  from  being  envi- 
roned, and,  if  they  should  fight,  it  might  be  upon  equal 
terms. 

While  Crassus  was  still  considering,  and  as  yet  undeter- 
mined, there  came  to  the  camp  an  Arab  chief  named  Ariam- 
aes,  a  cunning  and  wily  fellow,  who,  of  all  the  evil  chances 
which  combined  to  lead  them  on  to  destruction,  was  tlit 
chief  and  the  most  fatal.  Some  of  Pompey's  old  soldiers 
knew  hiin,  and  remembered  him  to  have  received  some 
kindnesses  of  Pompey,  and  to  have  been  looked  upon  as  si 
friend  to  the  Romans,  but  he  was  now  suborned  by  the 
king's  generals,  and  sent  to  Crassus  to  entice  him  if  possi- 
ble from  the  river  and  hills  into  the  wide  open  plain,  where 
he  might  be  surrounded.  For  the  Parthians  desired  any 
tiling  rather  than  to  be  obliged  to  meet  the  Romans  face 
to  face.  He,  therefore,  coming  to  Crassus  (and  he  had  s 
persuasive  tongue),  highly  commended  Pompey  as  hit 
benefactor,  and  admired  the  forces  that  Crassus  had  witl; 
him,  but  seemed  to  wonder  why  he  delayed  ana  madt 
preparations,  as  if  he  should  not  use  his  feet  more  thar 
any  arms,  against  men  that,  taking  with  them  their  Desl 
goods  and  chattels,  iiad  designed  long  ago  to  fly  for  refuge 
to  the  Scythians  or  liyrcanians.  "  If  you  meant  to  fight 
you  should  have  made  all  possible  liaste,  before  the  kinj 
should  recover  courage,  auU  collect  hia  iorces  together ;  ai 
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present  you  see  tsm-ena  and  Sillaces  opposed  to  you,  to  draw 
you  off  iu  pursuit  of  them,  while  the  king  himself  keeps 
out  of  the  wuy."  But  this  was  all  a  he,  for  Ilyrodes  had 
divided  his  army  in  two  parts;  with  one  he  in  person 
wasted  Armenia,  revenging  himself  upon  Artavasdes,  and 
sent  Surena  against  the  Romans,  not  out  of  contempt,  as 
some  pretend,  for  there  is  no  likelihood  that  he  should  de- 
spise Crassus,  one  of  the  chiefest  men  of  Rome,  to  go  and 
fight  with  Artavasdes,  and  invade  .Armenia ;  hut  much 
more  probably  he  really  apprehended  the  danger,  and 
therefore  waited  to  see  the  event,  intending  that  Surena 
should  first  run  tlie  hazard  of  a  battle,  and  draw  the 
enemy  on.  Xor  was  this  Surena  an  ordinary  person,  but 
in  wealth,  family,  and  reputation,  the  second  man  in  ths 
kingdom,  and  in  courage  and  [jrow  ess  the  first,  and  for 
bodily  stature  and  beauty  no  man  like  him.  Whenevei 
he  travelled  privately,  he  had  one  thousand  camels  to  carry 
his  baggage,  two  hundred  chariots  for  his  concubines,  one 
thousand  completely  armed  men  for  life-guards,  and  a 
great  many  more  light-armed  ;  and  he  had  at  least  ten 
thousand  horsemen  altogether,  of  liis  servants  and  retinue 
The  honor  had  long  belonged  to  his  family,  that  at  th^ 
king's  coronation  he  put  the  crown  upon  his  head,  and 
when  this  very  king  Ilyrodes  had  been  exiled,  he  brought 
him. in;  it  was  he,  also,  that  took  the  great  city  of  Seleucia, 
was  the  first  man  that  scaled  the  walls,  and  \^•ith  his  own 
hand  beat  off  the  defenders.  And  though  at  this  time  he 
was  not  above  thirty  years  old,  he  had  a  great  name  foi 
wisdom  and  sagacity,  and,  indeed,  by  these  qualities  chiefly, 
he  overthrew  Crassus,  who  first  through  his  overweening 
confidence,  and  afterwards  because  he  was  cowed  by  his 
calamities,  fell  a  ready  victim  to  his  subtlety.  When  Ari- 
amnes  had  thus  Avorked  upoir  him,  he  drew  him  from  the 
river  into  vast  plains,  by  a  way  that  at  first  was  pleasant 
and  easy  but  afterwards  very  troublesome  by  reason  of  the 
4epth  of  the  sand ;  no  tree,  uor  any  water,  and  no  end  of 
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this  to  be  seen ;  so  that  they  were  not  only  spent  with 
thirist,  and  the  difficulty  of  the  passage,  but  were  dismayed 
with  the  uncomfortable  prospect  of  not  a  bough,  not  a 
stream,  not  a  hillock,  not  a  green  herb,  but  in  fact  a  sea  of 
sand,  which  encompassed  the  army  with  its  waves.  They 
began  to  suspect  some  treachery,  and  at  the  same  timp 
came  messengers  from  Artavasdes,  that  he  was  flercelj 
attacked  by  Ilyrodes,  who  had  invaded  his  country,  so 
that  now  it  w^as  impossible  for  him  to  send  any  succors, 
and  that  he  therefore  advised  Crassus  to  turn  back, 
and  with  joint  forces  to  give  Hyrodes  battle,  or  at  least 
that  he  should  march  and  encamp  where  horses  could 
not  easily  come,  and  keep  to  the  mountains.  Crassus,  out 
of  anger  and  perverseness,  wrote  him  no  answer,  but  told 
them,  at  present  he  was  not  at  leisure  to  mind  the 
Armenians,  but  he  would  call  upon  them  another  time,  and 
revenge  himself  upon  Artavasdes  for  his  treachery.  Cas- 
sius  and  his  friends  began  again  to  complain,  but  when 
they  perceived  that  it  merely  displeased  Crassus,  they 
gave  over,  but  privately  railed  at  the  barbarian,  "  What 
evil  genius,  O  thou  worst  of  men,  brought  thee  to  our  camp, 
and  with  what  charms  and  potions  hast  thou  bewitched 
Crassus,  that  he  should  march  his  army  through  a  \nst 
and  deep  desert,  through  ways  which  are  rather  fit  for  a 
captain  of  Arabian  robbers,  tha?i  for  the  general  of  a  Roman 
army?"  But  the  barbarian,  being  a  wily  fellow,  very 
submissively  exhorted  them,  and  encouraged  them  to 
sustain  it  a  little  further,  and  ran  about  the  oamp,  and, 
professing  to  cheer  up  the  soldiers,  asked  them,  jokingly, 
"  What,  do  you  think  you  march  through  Campania,  expect- 
ing everywheve  to  find  springs,  and  shady  trees,  and  baths, 
and  inns  of  entertainment?  Consider  you  now  travel 
through  tl>o  confines  of  Arabia  and  Assyria."  Thus  he 
managed  them  like  children,  and  before  the  cheat  was 
discovered,  he  rode  away;  not  but  that  Crassus  was 
aware  of  his  gouig,  but  he  had  persuaded  him  that  li9 
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would  go  and  contrive  how  to  disorder  the  affairs  of  tlia 
enemy. 

It  IS  related  that  Crassus  came  abroad  tliat  day  not  in 
his  scarlet  robe,  which  Roman  generals  usually  wear,  but 
in  a  black  one,  which,  as  soon  as  he  perceived,  he  changed. 
And  the  standard-bearers  had  much  ado  to  take  up  their 
eagles,  which  seemed  to  be  fixed  to  the  place.  Crassus 
laughed  at  it,  and  hastened  their  march,  and  compelled  his 
infantry  to  keep  pace  with  his  cavalry,  till  some  few  of  the 
scouts  returned  and  told  them  that  their  fellows  were  slain 
and  they  hardly  escaped,  that  the  enemy  was  at  hand  ir 
full  force,  and  resolved  to  give  them  battle.  On  this  all 
was  in  an  uproar;  Crassus  was  struck  with  amazement, 
and  for  haste  could  scarcely  put  his  army  in  good  order. 
First,  as  Cassius  advised,  he  opened  their  I'anks  and  files 
that  they  might  take  up  as  much  space  as  could  be,  to 
prevent  their  being  surrounded,  and  distributed  the  horse 
upon  the  wings,  but  afterwards  changing  his  mind,  he  drew 
up  his  army  in  a  square,  and  made  a  front  every  way,  each 
of  which  consisted  of  twelve  cohorts,  to  evei-y  one  of  which 
he  allotted  a  troop  of  horse,  that  no  part  might  be  desti- 
tute of  the  assistance  that  the  horse  might  give,  and  that 
they  might  be  ready  to  assist  everywhere,  as  need  should 
require.  Cassius  commanded  one  of  the  wings,  young 
Crassus  the  other,  and  he  himself  was  in  the  middle.  Thus 
they  marched  on  till  they  came  to  a  little  river  named 
Balissus,  a  very  inconsiderable  one  in  itself,  but  very  grate- 
ful to  the  soldiers,  who  had  suffered  so  much  by  drouth 
and  heat  all  along  their  march.  Most  of  the  commanders 
were  of  the  opinion  that  they  ought  to  remain  there  that 
night,  and  to  inform  themselves  as  much  as  possible  of  the 
number  of  the  enemies,  and  their  order,  and  so  march 
against  them  at  break  of  day ;  but  Crassus  was  so  carried 
away  by  the  eagerness  of  his  son,  and  the  horsemen  that 
were  with  him,  who  desired  and  urged  him  to  lead  them  on 
and  engage,  that  he  commanded  those  that  had  a  mind  to  it 
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to  eat  and  drink  as  tliey  stood  in  their  ranks,  and  before 
Ihey  had  all  well  done,  he  led  them  on,  not  leisurely  and 
A\  ith  halts  to  take  breath,  as  if  he  was  going  to  battle,  but 
kept  on  his  pace  as  if  he  had  been  in  haste,  till  they  saw 
the  enemy,  contrary  to  their  expectation,  neither  so  many 
nor  so  magnificently  armed  as  the  Romans  expected.  For 
Surena  had  hid  his  main  force  behind  the  first  ranks,  and 
ordered  them  to  hide  the  glittering  of  their  armor  with 
coats  and  skins.  But  when  they  approached  and  the  gen- 
eral gave  the  signal,  immediately  all  the  field  rung  with 
a  hideous  noise  and  terrible  clamor.  For  the  Pai'thians 
do  not  encourage  themselves  to  war  with  cornets  and 
trumpets,  but  with  a  kind  of  kettle-drum,  which  they  strike 
all  at  once  in  various  quarters.  With  these  they  make  a 
dead,  hollow  noise,  like  the  bellowing  of  beasts,  mixed  with 
sounds  resembling  thunder,  having,  it  would  seem,  very 
correctly  observed  that  of  all  our  senses  hearing  most  cori- 
founds  and  disorders  us,  and  that  the  feelings  excited 
through  it  most  quicklj^  disturb  and  most  entirely  over- 
power the  understanding. 

When  they  had  sufficiently  terrified  tlie  Romans  with 
their  noise,  they  threw  ofl'  the  covering  of  their  armor,  and 
shone  like  lightning  in  their  breastplates  and  helmets  of 
polished  Margianian  steel,  and  with  their  horses  covered 
with  brass  and  steel  trappings.  Surena  was  the  tallest 
and  finest  looking  man  himself,  but  the  delicacy  of  hia 
looks  and  effeminacy  of  his  dress  did  not  promise  so  much 
manhood  as  he  really  was  master  of;  for  his  face  was 
painted,  and  his  hair  parted  after  the  fashion  of  the  Medes, 
whereas  the  other  Parthians  made  a  more  terrible  appear- 
ance, with  their  sliaggy  hair  gathered  in  a  mass  upon  theii 
foreheads  after  the  Scythian  mode.  Their  first  design  was 
with  thidr  lances  to  beat  down  and  force  back  the  ilrst 
<auks  of  the  Romans,  but  when  they  perceived  tte  depth 
■of  their  battle,  and  that  the  soldiers  firmly  kept  theirground> 
*.bfcy  Hiade  a  retreat,  and  pretending  to  break  theU"  ord^i 
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nd  disperse,  they  encompassed  the  Roman  square  before 
hey  were  aware  of  it.  Crassus  commanded  Ms  light-armed 
oldiers  to  charge,  but  they  had  not  gone  far  before  they 
rere  received  with  sucli  a  shower  of  arrows  that  they  were 
;lad  to  retire  amongst  the  heavy-armed,  with  whom  this 
fas  the  first  occasion  of  disorder  and  terror,  when  they 
lerceived  the  strength  and  force  of  their  darts,  which 
)ierced  their  arms,  and  passed  through  every  kind  of 
lovering,  hard  and  soft  ahke.  The  Partliians  now  phicing 
-lieinselves  at  distances  began  to  shoot  from  all  sides,  not 
liming  at  any  particular  mark  (for,  indeed,  the  order  of 
;he  Romans  was  so  close,  that  they  could  not  miss  if  they 
yould),  but  simply  sent  their  arrows  with  great  force  out 
)f  strong  bent  bows,  the  strokes  from  which  came  with 
3xtreme  violence.  The  position  of  the  Romans  was  a  very 
bad  one  from  the  first;  for  if  they  kept  their  ranks,  tliey 
were  wounded,  and  if  they  tried  to  rliarge,  they  hurt  the 
enemy  none  the  more,  and  them-  Ives  suffered  none  the 
less.  For  the  PartLians  threw  their  darts  as  they  fled,  an 
art  in  which  none  but  the  Scythians  excel  them,  and  it  is, 
indeed,  a  cunning  practice,  for  while  tliey  thus  fight  to 
make  their  escape,  they  avoid  the  dishonor  of  a  flight. 

However,  the  Romans  had  some  comfort  to  think  that  when 
they  had  spent  all  their  arrows,  tliey  would  either  give  ovei 
or  come  to  blows ;  but  when  they  presently  understood  that 
tliere  were  numerous  camels  loaded  witli  arrows,  and  that 
when  the  first  ranks  had  dischai-ged  those  they  had,  they 
wheeled  off  and  took  more,  Crassus  seeing  no  end  of  it,  was 
out  of  all  heart,  and  sent  to  his  son  that  he  should  endeavor 
to  fall  in  upon  them  before  he  was  quite  surrounded ;  for  the 
enemy  advanced  most  upon  that  quarter,  and  seemed  to  be 
trying  to  ride  round  and  come  upon  the  rear.  Therefore  the 
young  man,taking  with  him  thirteen  hundred  horse,  one  thou- 
sand of  which  he  had  from  Cajsar,  five  hundred  archers,  and 
eight  coliorts  of  tbe  fuU-armed  soldiers  that  stood  next  h'm, 
led  them  up  w  ith  design  to  charge  the  Parthians.  Whether 
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It  was  that  thvy  found  themselves  in  a  piece  of  iwarshj 
groniul,  as  some  think,  ov  else  designing  to  entice  young 
Crassus  as  far  as  they  could  from  his  father,  they  turned  and 
hegan  to  fly ;  whereupon  he  crying  out  that  they  durst  no1 
stand,  pursued  them,  and  with  him  Censorinus  and  Megabac- 
chus,  botli  famous,  the  latter  for  his  courage  and  prowess 
the  other  for  being  of  a  senator's  family,  and  an  excellent 
orator,  both  intimates  of  Crassus,  and  of  about  the  sanu 
age.  The  horse  thus  pushing  on,  the  infantry  stayed  f 
little  behind,  being  exalted  with  hopes  and  joy,  for  thej 
supposed  they  had  already  conquered,  and  now  were  onlj 
pursuing ;  till  when  they  were  gone  too  far,  they  perceived 
the  deceit,  for  they  that  seemed  to  fly  now  turned  again 
and  a  great  many  fresh  ones  came  on.  Upon  this  thej 
made  a  halt,  for  they  doubted  not  but  now  the  enemy  would 
attack  them,  because  they  were  so  few.  But  they  nierelj 
placed  their  cuirassiers  to  face  the  Romans,  and  with  th( 
rest  of  their  horse  rode  about  scouring  the  field,  and  thus 
stirring  up  the  sand,  they  raised  such  a  dust  that  th( 
Romans  could  neither  see  nor  speak  to  one  another,  and 
being  driven  in  upon  one  another  in  one  close  body,  thej 
were  thus  hit  and  killed,  dying,  not  by  a  quick  and  easj 
death,  but  with  miserable  pains  and  convulsions ;  foi 
writhing  upon  the  darts  in  their  bodies,  they  broke  them  ir 
their  wounds,  and  when  they  would  by  force  pluck  out  th( 
barbed  points,  they  caught  the  nerves  and  veins,  so  thai 
they  tore  and  tortured  themselves.  Many  of  them  diec 
thus,  and  those  that  survived  were  disabled  for  anj 
service,  and  when  Publius  exhorted  them  to  charge  th( 
cuirassiers,  they  showed  him  their  hands  nailed  to  theii 
shields,  and  their  feet  stuck  to  the  ground,  so  that  they  could 
neither  fly  nor  fight.  He  charged  in  himself  boldly,  how 
ever,  with  his  horse,  and  came  to  close  quarters  with  them 
but  was  very  unequal,  wlielher  as  to  the  offensive  or  de 
fensivepart ;  for  with  his  weak  and  little  javelins,  hestrucl 
against  targets  that  were  of  tough  raw  hides  and  iron 


CRASSUS.  233 

whereas,  the  lightly-clad  bodies  of  his  Gaulish  horsemen 
were  exposed  to  the  strong  spears  of  the  enemy.  For  upon 
these  he  mostly  depended,  and  with  them  he  wrought 
wonders ;  for  they  would  catch  hold  of  the  great  spears, 
and  close  upon  the  enemy,  and  so  pull  them  off  from  their 
horses,  where  they  could  scarce  stir  by  reason  of  the  heavi- 
ness of  their  armor,  and  many  of  the  Gauls  quitting  their 
own  horses,  would  creep  under  those  of  the  enemy,  and 
stick  them  in  the  belly ;  which,  growing  unruly  witli  the 
pain,  trampled  upon  their  riders  and  upon  the  enemies 
promiscuously.  The  Gauls  were  chiefly  tormented  by  the 
heat  and  drouth,  being  not  accustomed  to  either,  and  most 
of  tlieir  horses  were  slain  by  being  spurred  on  against  the 
spears,  so  that  they  were  forced  to  retire  among  the  foot, 
bearing  off  Publius  grievously  wounded.  Observing  a 
sandy  hillock  not  far  off,  they  made  to  it,  and  tying  their 
horses  to  one  another,  and  placing  them  in  the  midst,  and 
joining  all  their  shields  together  before  them,  tliey  thought 
they  might  make  some  defence  against  tlie  barbarians. 
But  it  fell  out  quite  contrary,  for  when  they  were  drawn  up 
in  a  plaui,  the  front  in  some  measure  secured  those  that 
were  behind  ;  but  when  they  were  upon  the  hill,  one  being 
of  necessity  higher  up  than  another,  none  were  in  shelter, 
but  all  alike  stood  equally  exposed,  bewailing  their  in- 
glorious  and  useless  fate.  There  were  with  Publius  two 
Greeks  that  lived  near  there  at  Carrhte,  Hieronymus  and 
Nicomachus ;  these  men  urged  him  to  retire  with  them  and 
fly  to  Ichnte,  a  town  not  far  from  thence,  and  friendly  to  the 
Romans.  "  Xo,"  said  he,  "  there  is  no  death  so  terrible,  for 
the  fear  of  which  Publius  would  leave  his  friends  that  die 
upon  his  account ; "  and  bidding  them  to  take  care  of  them^ 
selves,  he  embraced  them  and  sent  them  away,  and,  because 
he  could  not  use  his  arm,  for  he  was  run  tlirough  with  a 
dart,  be  opened  his  side  to  his  armoj'-bearer,  and  commanded 
him  to  run  him  through.  It  is  said  that  Censorinus 
fell  in  the  same  ^nanner    Megabacchus  slew  himself,  as  did 
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ft]s,i  the  rest  of  Ix'st  note.  The  PiU-thlaiis  coming  npon 
the  rest  with  their  lances,  killed  lliem  figliU",?,  nor  were 
there  above  five  hundred  taken  prisoners.  Cutting  off  the 
head  of  Publins,  they  rode  off  directly  to\\  ards  Crassus. 

His  condition  was  thus.  Wlien  he  had  commanded  his 
son  to  fall  upon  the  enemy,  and  word  was  brought  him 
that  they  fled  and  that  there  was  a  distant  pursuit,  and 
perceiving  also  that  the  enemy  did  not  press  upon  him  so 
hard  as  formerly,  for  they  were  mostly  gone  to  fall  upon 
Publius,  he  began  to  talce  heart  a  little ;  and  drawing  his 
army  towards  some  sloping  ground,  expected  when  his 
son  would  return  from  the  pursuit.  Of  the  messengers 
whom  Publius  sent  to  him  (as  soon  as  he  saw  his  danger), 
the  tii'st  were  intercepted  by  the  enemy,  and  slain ;  the  last, 
hardly  escaping,  came  and  declared  that  Publius  was  lost, 
unless  lie  had  speedy  succors.  Crassus  was  terribly  dis- 
tracted, not  knowing  what  counsel  to  take,  and  indeed  no 
longer  capable  of  taking  any ;  overpowered  now  by  fear 
for  the  whole  army,  now  by  desire  to  help  his  son.  At 
last  he  resolved  to  move  with  his  forces.  Just  upon  this, 
up  came  the  enemy  with  their  shouts  and  noises  more 
terrible  than  before,  their  drums  sounding  again  in  the 
ears  of  the  Romans,  who  now  feared  a  fresh  engagement. 
And  they  who  brought  Publius's  head  upon  the  point  of  a 
spear,  riding  up  near  enough  that  it  could  be  known,  scoff- 
ingly  inquired  where  were  his  parents,  and  what  family  he 
was  of,  for  it  was  impossible  that  so  brave  and  gallant  a 
^\'arrior  should  be  the  son  of  so  pitiful  a  coward  as  Crassus. 
This  sight  above  all  the  rest  dismayed  the  Romans,  for  it 
did  not  incite  them  to  anger  as  it  might  have  done,  but 
to  horror  and  trembling,  though  they  say  Crassus  outdid 
himself  in  this  calamity,  for  he  passed  through  the  ranks 
and  cried  out  to  them,  «  This,  O  my  countrymen,  is  my 
own  peculiar  loss,  but  the  fortime  and  the  glory  of  Rome 
Is  safe  and  untainted  so  long  as  yon  are  safe.  But  if  any 
one  be  concerned  for  my  loss  of  the  best  of  sons,  let  hii» 
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show  it  in  revenging  him  upon  the  enemy.  Take  away 
their  JO}-,  revfiige  tlaeir  cruelty,  nor  be  dismayed  at  what  is 
past ;  for  v,-h(  ,evti-  tries  for  great  objects  must  suffer  some- 
thing, ^veitlier  did  Lucullus  overtlirow  Tigranes  without 
bloodshed,  imi  Scipio  Antiochus  ;  our  ancestors  lost  one 
thousand  sliips  about  Sicily,  and  how  many  generals  and 
captains  in  Itiil}-?  m  -  one  of  which  losses  hindered  them 
from  overthrowing  their  conquerors  ;  fortlie  State  of  Rome 
did  not  arrive  to  this  height  by  fortune,  but  by  perseverance 
and  virtue  in  confronting  danger." 

"While  Crassus  thus  spoke  exhorting  them,  he  saw  but 
few  that  gave  much  heed  to  him,  and  when  he  ordered 
them  to  shout  for  l)attle,  he  could  no  longer  mistake  the 
despondency  of  his  army,  wliieh  made  but  a  faint  and  un- 
steady noise,  while  the  shout  of  the  enemy  was  clear  and 
bold.   And  when  they  came  to  the  ljusiness,  the  Parthian 
servants  and  dependants  riding  about  shot  their  arrows, 
and  the  horsemen  in  tbi-  foremost  ranks  with  their  spears 
drove  the  Romans  close  togetlier,  except  those  who  rushed 
upon  them  for  fear  of  being  killed  by  their  arrows. 
Neither  did  these  do  nuich  execution,  being  quickly  de- 
spatched ;  for  the  strong,  thick  spear  made  large  and  mor- 
tal wounds,  and  often  run  through  two  men  at  once.  As 
they  were  thus  fighting,  the  night  coming  on  parted  them, 
the  Parthians  boasting  tliat  they  would  indulge  Crassus 
with  one  night  to  mourn  iiis  son,  unless  upon  better  con- 
sideration he  would  rather  go  to  Arsaces  than  be  carried 
to  him.    These,  therefore,  took  up  their  quarters  n'^ar  them, 
being  flushed  with  their  victory.    But  the  Romans  had  a 
sad  night  of  it ;  for  neither  taking  care  for  the  burial  ol 
their  dead,  it  a-  the  cure  of  the  wounded,  nor  the  groans  ol 
the  expiring,  e\  ery  one  bewailed  his  own  fate.    For  there 
was  no  meiii!-;  of  escaping,  whether  they  should  stay  for  the 
light,  or  venture  to  retreat  into  the  vast  desert  in  the  dark. 
And  now  the  wounded  men  gave  them  new  trouble,  since  to 
take  them  with  them  would  retard  their  flight,  and  if  they 


236  PI.UTAECH'S  LIVES. 

should  leave  them,  thuy  might  serve  as  guides  to  the  enemy 
by  their  cries.  How  ever,  they  ere  all  desirous  to  see  and 
hear  Crassus,  though  they  were  seiisihle  that  he  was  the 
cause  of  all  their  uiischiet.  lUit  he  wrapped  his  cloak 
around  him,  and  hid  himself,  where  lie  lay  as  an  example, 
to  ordinary  minds,  of  the  caprice  of  fortune,  but  to  the  wise, 
of  inconsiderateness  and  ambition  ;  who,  not  content  to  be 
superior  to  so  many  millions  of  men,  being  inferior  to  two, 
esteemed  himself  as  the  lowest  of  all.  Then  came  Octaviua, 
his  lieutenant,  and  Cassius,  to  comfort  him,  but  he  being 
altogether  past  helping,  tliey  themselves  called  together  the 
centurions  and  tribunes,  and  agreeing  that  the  best  way 
was  to  fly,  they  ordered  the  army  out,  without  sound  of 
trumpet,  and  at  first  with  silence.  But  before  long,  when 
the  disabled  men  found  they  wei-e  left  behind,  strange  con- 
fusion and  disorder,  with  an  outcry  and  lamentation,  seized 
the  camp,  and  a  trembling  and  dread  presently  fell  \x\Hm 
them,  as  if  the  enemy  were  at  their  heels.  By  which  means, 
now  and  then  turning  out  of  their  way,  now  and  then  stand- 
ing to  their  ranks,  sometimes  taking  up  the  wounded  that 
followed,  sometimes  laying  them  down,  they  wasted  the 
time,  except  three  Jiundred  horse,  whom  Egnatius  brought 
safe  to  Carrhse  about  midnight ;  where  calling,  in  the 
Roman  tongue,  to  the  watch,  as  soon  as  they  heard  hira,  he 
bade  them  tell  Coponius,  the  governor,  that  Crassus  had 
tought  a  very  great  battle  with  the  Parthians  ;  and  having 
said  but  this,  and  not  so  much  as  telling  his  name,  he  rode 
away  at  full  speed  to  Zeugma.  And  by  this  means  he 
saved  himself  and  his  men,  but  lost  his  reputation  by  desert- 
ing his  general.  However,  his  message  to  Coponius  was 
for  the  ailvantage  of  Crassus  ;  for  he,  suspecting  by  this 
hasty  and  confused  delivery  of  the  message  that  all  was 
not  well,  innnedial(^ly  ordered  tlie  garrison  to  be  in  arms, 
and  assoon  as  he  underst.)od  that  Crassus  was  upon  the 
way  towards  him,  he  went  out  to  meet  him,  and  received 
him  with  his  army  into  the  tou  n. 


CSASSU8.  fidi 

The  Parthians,  although  they  perceived  their  dislodge- 
aent  m  the  night,  yet  did  not  pursue  them,  but  as  soon  as 
it  was  day,  they  came  upon  those  that  were  left  in  the 
camp,  and  put  no  less  than  four  thousand  to  the  sword, 
and  with  their  light  horse  picked  up  a  great  many  strag- 
glers. Varguntinus,  the  lieutenant,  while  it  was  yet  dark, 
had  broken  off  from  the  main  body  with  four  cohorts  which 
had  strayed  out  of  the  way  ;  and  the  Parthians  encompass- 
ing these  on  a  small  hill,  slew  every  man  of  them  excepting 
twenty,  who  with  their  drawn  swords  forced  their  way 
through  the  thickest,  and  they  admiring  their  courage, 
)pened  their  ranks  to  the  right  and  left,  and  let  them  pass 
without  molestation  to  Carrhse. 

Soon  after  a  false  report  was  brought  to  Surena,  that 
Crassus,  with  his  principal  officers,  had  escaped,  and  that 
those  who  were  got  into  C'arrhae  were  but  a  confused  rout 
of  insignificant  people,  not  worth  further  pursuit.  Suppos- 
ing, therefore,  that  he  had  lost  the  very  crown  and  glory 
of  his  victory,  and  yet  being  uncertain  whether  it  were  so 
or  not,  and  anxious  to  ascertain  the  fact,  that  so  he  should 
either  stay  and  besiege  Carrhse  or  follow  Crassus,  he  sent 
one  of  his  interpreters  to  the  walls,  commanding  him  in 
Latin  to  call  for  Crassus,  or  Cassius,  for  that  the  general, 
Surena,  desired  a  conference.    As  soon  as  Crassus  heard  this, 
he  embraced  the  proposal,  and  soon  after  there  came  up  a 
band  of  Arabians,  Avho  very  well  knew  the  faces  of  Crassus 
and  Ckssius,  as  having  been  frequently  in  the  Roman  camp 
before  the  battle.    They  having  espied  Cassius  from  the 
wall,  told  him  that  Surena  desired  a  peace,  and  would  give 
them  safe  convoy,  if  they  would  make  a  treaty  with  the 
loDg  his  master,  and  withdraw  all  their  troops  out  of 
M^jpotamia  ;  and  this  he  thought  most  advisable  for  them 
both  before  things  came  to  the  last  extremity;  Cassius, 
eoUtocing  the  proposal,  desired  that  a  time  and  place  might 
bei'sppointed  where  Crassus  and  Surena  might  have  an 
intervi  w    Tbe  Arabians,  having  charged  themselves  with 


238  PLUTAucrrs  lives. 

the  inessa,<?e,  went  back  to  Surena,  wlm  was  not  a  little  re 
joictnl  tliat  C'nissus  was  tluTc  to  be  bL'sie,i;e(l. 

Next  day,  therefore,  he  came  up  with  liis  army,  insuit- 
iiiy  over  the  lioiuaiis,  and  liaughtily  demanded  of  them 
C'lassus  and  Cassins  hound,  if  they  (■xi)ected  any  mercy. 
The  lionians,  seeing-  themselves  deluded  and  mocked,  were 
mucli  troubled  at  it,  but  advising  Crassus  to  lay  aside  his 
distant  and  empty  hopes  of  aid  from  tlie  Armenians, 
jvsolved  to  fly  for  it;  and  this  design  ought  to  liave  been 
kept  private,  till  they  were  upon  their  way,  and  not  have 
been  told  to  any  of  the  people  of  Carrhae.  But  Crassus 
let  this  also  be  known  to  Andromachus,  the  most  faithless 
of  men,  nay,  he  was  so  infatuated  as  to  choose  him  for  his 
guide.  The  Parthians  then,  to  be  sure,  had  punctual  Intel- 
ligence  of  all  that  passed ;  but  it  being  contrary  to  their 
usage,  and  also  difficult  for  them  to  fight  by  night,  and 
Crassus  having  chosen  that  time  to  set  out,  Andromachus, 
lest  he  should  get  the  start  too  far  of  his  pursuers,  led  him 
hither  and  thither,  and  at  last  conveyed  him  into  the  midst 
of  morasses  and  places  full  of  ditches,  so  that  the  Romans 
had  a  troublesome  and  perplexing  journey  of  it,  and  some 
there  were  who,  supposing  by  these  windings  and  turn- 
ings of  Andromachus  that  no  good  was  intended,  resolved 
to  follow  him  no  further.  And  at  last  Cassins  himself 
returned  to  Carrhse,  and  his  guides,  the  Arabians,  advising 
him  to  tarry  thei-e  till  the  moon  was  got  out  of  Scorpio,  he 
told  them  that  he  was  most  afraid  of  Sagittarius,  and  so 
A\  ith  five  hundred  horse  went  off  to  Syria.  Otliers  there 
were  who,  having  got  honest  guides,  took  their  way  by  the 
mountains  called  Sinnaca,  and  got  into  places  of  security 
by  daybreak;  these  were  five  thousand  under  the  com- 
mand of  Octavius,  a  very  gallant  man.  But  Crassus  fared 
worse  ;  day  overtook  liim  still  deeeived  by  Andromachus, 
and  entangled  in  the  fens  and  the  difficult  country.  There^ 
were  with  him  four  eolKu  ts  of  legionary  soldiers,  a  very' 
few  horsemen,  and  five  lictors,  with  whom  having  with' 
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great  cliffioii!i  y  got  into  the  way,  and  not  being  a  mile  and 
a  half  from  Octavius,  instead  of  going  to  join  him,  although 
the  enemy  vreve  already  upon  him,  he  retreated  to  another 
hill,  neither  so  defensible  nor  impassable  for  the  horse,  but 
lying  under  the  hills  at  Sinnaca,  and  continued  so  as  to 
join  them  in  a  long  ridge  through  the  plain.  Octavius 
could  see  in  aa  I  I  at  danger  the  general  was,  and  himself,  at 
first  but  slenderly  followed,  hurried  to  the  rescue.  Soon 
after,  the  rest,  upliraiding  one  another  with  baseness  in 
forsaking  their  officers,  marched  down,  and  falling  upon  the 
Parthians,  drove  them  from  the  hill,  and  compassing  Ci'as- 
sus  about,  and  fencing  him  with  their  shields,  declared 
proudly,  that  no  arrow  in  Parthia  should  e\  er  touch  their 
general,  so  long  as  there  was  a  man  of  them  left  alive  to 
protect  him. 

Surena,  therefore,  perceiving  his  soldiers  less  inclined  to 
expose  themselves,  and  kno\\  ing  tliat  if  tlie  Romans  should 
prolong  the  battle  till  niglit,  they  might  then  gain  the 
mountains  and  be  out  of  his  reach,  betook  himself  to  his 
usual  craft.  Some  of  the  prisoners  were  set  free,  who  had, 
as  it  was  contrived,  been  in  liearing,  while  some  of  tlie  bar- 
barians spolve  a  set  purpose  in  the  camp  to  the  effect  that 
the  king  did  not  design  the  war  to  be  pursued  to  extremity 
against  the  IJonians,  but  rather  desired,  by  his  general 
treatment  of  Crassns,  to  make  a  step  towards  reconcilia- 
tion. And  the  barbarians  desisted  from  fighting,  and 
Surena  himself,  with  his  chief  officers,  riding  gently  to  tlie 
hill,  unbent  his  bow  and  held  out  his  hand,  inviting  Crassns 
to  an  agi'eement,  and  saying  that  it  was  beside  the  king's 
intentions,  thii  i  they  had  thus  had  experience  of  the  courage 
and  the  strength  "f  his  soldiers;  tliat  now  he  desired  nc 
other  conteruii  but  that  of  kindness  and  friendship,  by 
making  a  tru'  e,  a"^!  permitting  them  to  go  away  in  safety. 
These  word  of  Surena  the  rest  received  joyfully,  and  were 
eager  to  a.  -  ]'t  the  offer  ;  but  Crassus,  who  had  had  suffi- 
<aeut  exiM  •  perfidiousness,  and  was  unable  to 
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see  any  reason  for  the  sudden  chancre,  would  give  no  ear  to 
then',  and  only  took  time  to  consi(h'r.  But  the  soldiers 
cried  out  ami  advised  him  to  treat,  and  then  went  on  to 
upbraid  and  aflfront  him,  savin--  lliat  it  Avas  very  unreason- 
able  that  In;  should  bring  the  in  to  fight  with  such  men 
armed,  whom  himself,  without  their  arms,  durst  not  look 
in  the  face,  lie  tried  first  to  prevail  with  them  by  en- 
treaties, and  told  tiiem  that  if  they  would  have  patience  till 
evening,  they  might  get  into  the  mountains  and  passes, 
inaccessible  for  horse,  and  be  out  of  danger,  and  withal  lit 
pointed  out  the  way  with  his  hand,  entreating  them  not  to 
abandon  their  preservation,  now  close  before  them.  But 
when  they  nuitinied  and  clashed  their  targets  in  a  threat- 
ening manner,  he  was  overpowered  and  forced  to  go,  and 
only  turning  about  at  parting,  said,  "You,  Octavius  and 
Petronius,  and  the  rest  of  the  oflficers  who  are  present,  see 
the  necessity  of  going  which  I  lie  under,  and  cannot  but  be 
sensible  of  the  indignities  and  violence  offered  to  me.  Tell 
all  men  when  you  have  escaped,  that  Crassus  perished 
rather  by  the  sul)tllty  of  his  enemies,  than  by  the  disobedi- 
ence of  his  countrymen." 

Octavius,  however,  would  not  stay  there,  but  with  Petro- 
nius went  down  from  the  hill ;  as  for  the  lictors,  Crassus 
bade  them  be  gone.  The  first  that  met  him  were  two  half- 
blood  f  Jreeks,  who,  leaping  from  their  horses,  made  a  pro- 
found reverence  to  Crassus,  and  desired  him,  in  Greek,  to 
send  some  before  him,  who  might  see  that  Surena  himself 
was  coming  towards  them,  bis  retinue  disarmed,  and  not 
having  so  nuich  as  their  wearing  swords  along  with  them. 
But  Crassus  answered,  that  if  he  had  the  least  concern  for 
his  life,  he  would  iicv(>r  have  intrusted  himself  in  their 
hands,  but  sent  two  brothers  of  the  name  of  Roscius  to 
inquire  on  what  terms  and  in  what  mimbers  they  should 
meet.  These  Surena  ordei-ed  immediately  to  be  se'ized,  and 
himself  with  his  principal  ollieers  eame  up  on  horseback, 
Rud  greeting  him,  said,  «  How  is  this,  then  ?   A  Roman 
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Muinander  is  on  foot,  whilst  I  and  my  train  are  mounted.''- 
But  Crassus  replied,  tliat  there  was  no  error  committed 
on.either  side,  for  they  both  met  according  to  the  custom 
of  their  own  country.    Surena  told  him  that  from  that 
time  there  was  a  league  between  the  khig  his  master 
and  the  Romans,  but  that  Crassus  must  go  with  him  to  the 
ikl   river  to  sign  it,  "  for  you  Romans,"  said  he,  "  have  not 
igtif   good  memories  for  conditions,"  and  so  saying,  reached  out 
his  hand  to  him.    Crassus,  therefore,  gave  order  that  one 
of  his  horses  should  be  brought ;  but  Surena  told  him  there 
was  no  need,  "the  king,  my  master,  presents  you  with 
this;"  and  immediately  a  horse  with  a  golden  bit  was 
brought  up  to  hini,  and  himself  was  forcibly  put  into  the 
saddle  by  the  grooms,  who  ran  by  the  side  and  struck  the 
horse  to  make  the  more  haste.    But  Octavius  running  up, 
got  hold  of  the  bridle,  and  soon  after  one  of  the  officers, 
Petronius,  and  the  rest  of  the  company  came  up,  striving 
to  stop  the  horse,  and  pulling  back  those  who  on  both  sides 
of  him  forced  Crassus  forward.    Thus  from  pulling  and 
tiirusting  one  another,  they  came  to  a  tumult,  and  soon 
after  to  blows.    Octavius,  drawing  his  sword,  killed  a 
groom  of  one  of  the  barbarians,  and  one  of  them,  getting 
behind  Octavius,  killed  him.    Petronius  was  not  armed, 
but  being  struck  on  the  breastplate,  fell  down  from  his 
horse,  though  without  hurt.    Crassus  was  killed  by  a 
Parthian,  called  Pomaxathres ;  others  say  by  a  different 
man,  and  that  Pomaxathres  only  cut  off  his  head  and  right 
hand  after  be  had  fallen.    But  this  is  conjecture  rather 
than  certain  knowledge,  for  those  that  were  by  had  not 
leisure  to  observe  particulars,  and  were  either  killed 
|-%hting  about  Crassus,  or  ran  off  at  once  to  get  to  their 
imrades  on  the  hill.    But  the  Parthians  coming  up  to 
lem,  and  saying  that  Crassus  had  the  punishment  he 
[Justly  deserved,  and  that  Surena  bade  the  rest  come  down 
from  the  hill  Avithout  fear,  some  of  them  came  down  and 
rendered  themselves,  others  were  scattered  up  and  down 
16 
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sei^  any  reason  for  the  sudden  ctiaii<x(\  would  give  no  ear  to 
tliciv,  and  only  took  time  to  consider.  But  the  soldiers 
orieil  out  and  advised  him  to  treat,  and  then  went  on  to 
upbraid  and  affront  him,  sayinn'  tiiat  it  was  very  unreason- 
able that  lu,'  should  bring  them  to  tight  with  such  men 
armed,  whom  himself,  witliout  tlieir  arms,  durst  not  look 
in  the  faee.  lie  tiied  first  to  prevail  witli  them  by  en- 
treaties, and  told  them  that  if  they  would  have  patience  till 
evening,  they  might  get  into  the  mountains  and  jtasses. 
inaeeessiljle  for  horse,  and  be  out  of  danger,  and  withal  lie 
pointed  out  tlie  way  with  his  hand,  entreating  them  not  td 
abandon  their  pi-eservalion,  now  close  before  them.  But 
wlien  they  mutinied  and  clashed  their  targets  in  a  tlireat- 
ening  manner,  he  was  ovei'iiowered  and  forced  to  go,  and 
(inly  turning  alioutat  parting,  said,  "You,  Octavius  and 
I'etroiiins,  and  the  rest  of  tlie  officers  who  are  jiresent,  see 
the  ]ieeessity  of  going  which  I  lie  under,  and  cannot  but  be 
sensible  of  the  indignities  and  violence  offered  to  me.  Tell 
all  men  wlieii  you  have  escajjcd,  that  C'rassus  perished 
l  ather  by  the  sulitilty  of  his  enemies,  thai)  by  the  disobedi- 
eiiee  of  his  countrymen." 

Octavius,  however,  would  not  stay  there,  but  with  Petro- 
nius  went  down  from  the  hill ;  as  for  the  lictors,  Crassus 
bade  them  be  gone.  The  first  that  met  him  were  two  half- 
blood  (  i reeks,  who,  leaping  from  their  horses,  made  a  pro- 
found ii'verence  to  Crassus,  and  desired  him,  in  Greek,  to 
send  some  before  him,  who  might  see  that  Surena  himself 
was  coming  towards  them,  his  retinue  disarmed,  and  not 
having  so  nuieh  as  their  wearing  swords  along  with  them. 
But  ("lassus  answered,  that  if  he  had  the  least  concern  for 
his  lile,  he  woidd  never  have  intiusted  himself  in  their 
hands,  but  sent  t  wo  brothers  of  the  name  of  IJoscius  to 
in([uire  on  what  terms  and  in  what  luimbers  they  should 
meet.  Tliese  Surena  ordered  immediately  to  be  seized,  and 
Iiimself  with  his  principal  officers  came  up  on  horseback, 
and  greeting  him,  said,  "  How  is  this,  then?   A  Roman 
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roiuioander  is  on  foot,  whilst  I  and  my  train  are  mounted.'" 

But  Crassus  replied,  that  there  was  no  error  committed 

on  either  side,  for  they  both  met  according  to  the  custom 

of  their  own  country.    Surena  told  him  that  from  that 

time  there  Mas  a  league  between  the  king  his  master 

and  the  Romans,  but  that  Crassus  must  go  with  him  to  the 

river  to  sign  it,  "  for  you  Romans,"  said  he,  "  have  not 

good  memories  for  conditions,"  and  so  saying,  reached  out 

his  hand  to  him.    Crassus,  therefore,  gave  order  that  one 

of  his  horses  should  be  brought ;  but  Surena  told  him  there 

was  no  need,  "the  king,  my  master,  presents  you  with 

this;"  and  immediately  a  horse  with  a  golden  bit  was 

brought  up  to  him,  and  himself  was  forcibly  put  into  the 

saddle  by  the  grooms,  who  ran  by  the  side  and  struck  the 

horse  to  make  the  more  haste.    But  Octavius  running  up, 

got  hold  of  the  bridle,  and  soon  after  one  of  the  officers, 

Petronius,  and  the  rest  of  the  company  came  iip,  striving 

to  stop  the  horse,  and  pulling  back  those  who  on  both  sides 

of  him  forced  Crassus  forward.    Thus  from  pulling  and 

thrusting  one  another,  they  came  to  a  tumult,  and  soon 

after  to  blows.    Octavius,  drawing  his  sword,  killed  a 

groom  of  one  of  the  barbarians,  and  one  of  them,  getting 

behind  Octavius,  killed  him.    Petronius  w-dA  not  armed, 

but  being  struck  on  the  breastplate,  fell  down  from  his 

borse,  though  without  hurt.    Crassus  was  killed  by  a 

Parthian,  called  Pomaxatlires ;  others  suy  by  a  different 

man,  and  that  Pomaxatlires  only  cut  off  his  head  and  right 

bnd  after  be  had  fallen.    But  this  is  conjecture  rather 

ihan  certain  knowledge,  for  those  that  were  by  had  not 

,      ,  v>nri;pnlars,  and   were   either  killed 

mure  to  observe   parucuiaxs,  ,  ,     , ,  . 

s  UA-       u    i-  z-^,..,        or  ran  off  at  once  to  get  to  their 
ightmg  about  Cja.sbus,  oi  i<      „    ...  ^. 

Snrades  on  the  hill.  But  the  Parthians  commg  up  to 
>.  J  .o,.;no-  that  Crassus  had  the  punishment  he 

ihem,  and  sajing  tii^v  a   ^-u        i.  ^ 

'  tl   deserved,  and  that  Surena  bade  the  rest  come  down 
the  hill  without  fear,  some  of  them  came  down  and 
^^Tendered  themselves,  others  were  scattered  up  and  down 
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in  the  night,  a  very  few  of  whom  got  safe  home,  and  othew 
the  AralXiiis,  lieutmg  thrcnigh  tht;  eomitry,  hunted  down 
and  put  t(i  death.  It  is  generally  said,  that  hi  all  twenty 
thousand  men  wi'i  e  slain  and  ten  thousand  taken  prisoners. 

Surena  sent  the  head  and  hand  of  Crassus  to  Hyrodes  the 
kini;-,  into  .Vrmenia,  but  himself  by  his  messengers  scatter- 
ing a  report  that  he  was  bringing  Crassus  alive  to  Seleucia, 
made  a  ridiculous  procession,  which,  by  way  of  scorn,  he 
called  a  triumph.  For  one  Cains  Paccianus,  who  of  all  the 
prisoners  was  most  like  Crassus,  being  put  into  a  woman's 
dress  of  the  fashion  of  the  bai'barians,  and  instructed  to 
answer  to  the  title  of  Crassus  and  Imperator,  was  brought 
sitting  upon  his  horse,  while  before  him  went  a  parcel  of 
trumpeters  and  lictors  upon  camels.  Purses  were  hung  at 
the  end  of  the  bundles  of  rods,  and  the  heads  of  the  slain 
fresh  bleeding  at  the  end  of  their  axes.  After  them  followed 
the  Seleucian  singing  women,  repeating  scurrilous  and 
abusive  songs  upon  the  effeminacy  and  cowardliness  of 
Crassus.  This  show  was  seen  by  everybody  ;  but  Surena, 
calling  together  the  senate  of  Seleucia,  laid  before  them 
certain  wanton  books,  of  the  writings  of  Aristides,  his 
Milesiaca ;  neither,  indeed,  was  this  any  forgery,  for  they 
had  been  found  among  the  baggage  of  Rustius,  and  were 
a  good  subject  to  supply  Surena  with  insulting  remarks 
upon  the  Romans,  who  were  not  able  even  in  the  time  of 
war  to  forget  such  writings  and  practices.  But  the  people 
of  Seleucia  had  reason  to  commend  the  wisdom  of  JEsop's 
fable  of  the  wallet,  seeing  their  general  Surena  carrying  a 
b:ig  full  of  loose  jMilesian  stories  before  him,  but  keeping 
behind  him  a  whole  Parthian  Sybaris  in  his  many  wagons 
full  of  concubines ;  like  the  vipers  and  asps  people  talk  of, 
all  the  foremost  and  more  visible  parts  fierce  and  terrible 
M  idi  si)eai  s  and  arrows  and  horsemen,  but  the  rear  terminat- 
ing in  loose  women  and  rastanets,  music  of  tlie  lute,  and 
midnight  reveliings.  Rnstius,  indeed,  is  not  to  l,e  excused, 
but  the  Pai-thiaiis  had  forgot,  when  they  mocked  at  the 
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ifaesian  stories,  that  many  of  the  royal  line  of  their  Ar- 
"wvi     1  ^^^^^  ^'^'^'^     Milesian  and  Ionian  mistresses. 
"  t'^ese  things  were  doing,  Hyrodes  had  struck  up  a 

peace  with  the  king  of  Armenia,  and  made  a  match  between 
his  son  Pacorus  and  the  king  of  Armenia's  sister.  Their 
feastings  and  entertainments  in  consequence  were  very 
sumptuous,  and  various  Grecian  compositions,  suitable  to 
the  occasion,  were  recited  before  them.  For  Hyrodes  was 
not  ignorant  of  the  Greek  language  and  literature,  and 
Artavasdes  was  so  expert  in  it,  that  he  wrote  tragedies  and 
orations  and  histories,  some  of  which  are  still  extant. 
When  the  head  of  Crassus  was  brought  to  the  door,  the 
tables  were  just  taken  away,  and  one  Jason,  a  tragic  actor, 
of  the  town  of  Tralles,  was  singing  the  scene  in  the  Bacchae 
of  Euripides  concerning  Agave.  He  was  receiving  much 
applause,  when  Sillaces,  coming  to  the  room,  and  having 
made  obeisance  to  the  king,  threw  down  the  head  of  Crassus 
into  the  midst  of  the  company.  The  Parthians  receiving 
it  with  joy  and  acclamations,  Sillaces,  by  the  king's  com- 
mand, was  made  to  sit  down,  while  Jason  handed  over  the 
costume  of  Pentheus  to  one  of  the  dancers  in  the  chorus, 
and  taking  up  the  head  of  Crassus,  and  acting  the  part 
of  a  bacchante  in  her  frenzy,  in  a  rapturous  impassioned 
mamier,  sang  the  lyric  passages, — 

We've  hunted  down  a  mighty  chase  to-day, 
And  from  the  mountain  bring  the  noble  prey, 

to  the  great  delight  of  all  the  company ;  but  when  the  verses 
of  the  dialogue  followed,— 

What  happy  band  the  glorious  victim  slew  ? 
1  claim  that  honor  to  my  courage  due, 

Pomaxathres,  who  happened  to  be  there  at  the  supper,  start- 
ed up  and  would  have  got  the  head  into  his  own  hands, 
•for  it  is  my  due,"  said  he,  "  and  no  man's  else."  The 
teng  was  greatly  pleased,  and  gave  presents,  according  to 
foe  custom  of  the  Parthians,  to  them,  and  to  Jason,  the 
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actor,  a  talent,  i'^iicli  was  tlie  bui-lesque  that  was  played, 
they  tell  us,  as  the  afterpiece  to  the  tragedy  ot  Crassus'a 
expedition.  lJut  divine  justice  failed  not  to  punish  both 
Hyrodes  for  his  cruelty  and  Surena  for  his  perjury;  for 
Surena  not  long  after  was  put  to  death  by  liyrodes,  out  ot 
mere  envy  to  his  glory ;  and  Hyrodes  himself,  having  lost 
his  son  Pacorus,  who  was  beaten  in  a  battle  with  the  Ro- 
mans, falling  into  a  disease  which  turned  to  a  dropsy,  had 
aconite  given  him  by  his  second  son,  Phraates;  but  the 
poison  working  only  upon  the  disease,  and  carrying  away 
the  dropsical  matter  with  itself,  the  king  began  suddenly 
to  recover,  so  that  Phraates  at  lengtli  waa  forced  to  take 
the  shortest  course,  and  strangled  him. 


COMPARISON  OF  CRASSUS  WITH  NICTAS. 

In  the  comparison  of  these  two,  first,  if  we  compare  the 
estate  of  Nicias  with  that  of  Crassus,  we  must  acknowledge 
Xicias's  to  have  been  more  honestly  got.  In  itself,  indeed, 
one  cannot  much  approve  of  gaining  riches  by  working 
mines,  the  greatest  part  of  which  is  done  by  malefactors 
and  barbarians,  some  of  them,  too,  bound,  and  perishing  in 
those  close  and  unwholesome  places.  But  if  we  compare 
this  with  the  sequestrations  of  Sylla,  and  the  contracts  for 
houses  ruined  by  fire,  we  shall  then  think  Nicias  came  very 
honestly  by  his  money.  For  Crassus  publicly  and  avowedly 
made  use  of  these  arts,  as  other  men  do  of  husbandry,  and 
putting  out  money  to  interest;  while  as  for  other  matters 
which  he  used  to  deny,  when  taxed  with  them,  as,  namely, 
selling  his  voice  in  the  senate  for  gain's  sake,  and  injuring 
allies,  and  courting  women,  and  conniving  at  criminals, 
these  are  things  which  Nicias  was  never  so  much  as  falsely 
uccused  of ;  nay,  he  was  rather  laughed  at  for  giving  mone^ 
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lo  those  who  made  a  trade  of  impeachments,  merely  out  of 
fcimorousness,  a  course,  indeed,  that  would  by  no  means 
become  Pericles  and  Aristides,  but  necessary  for  him  who 
by  nature  was  wanting  in  assurance,  even  as  Lycurgus,  the 
orator,  frankly  acknowledged  to  the  people ;  for  when  he 
was  accused  for  buying  off  an  evidence,  he  said  that  he  was 
very  much  pleased  that,  having  administered  their  affairs 
for  so  long  a  time,  he  was  at  last  accused,  rather  for  giving 
than  receiving.    Again,  Xicias,  in  his  expenses,  was  of  a 
more  public  spirit  than  Crassus,  priding  himself  much  on 
the  dedication  of  gifts  in  temples,  on  presiding  at  gym- 
nastic games,  and  furnishing  choruses  for  the  plays,  and 
adorning  processions,  while  the  expenses  of  Crassus,  in 
feasting  and  afterwards  providing  food  for  so  many  myriads 
of  people,  were  nuich  greater  than  all  that  Nicias  possessed 
as  well  as  spent,  put  together.    So  that  one  might  wonder 
at  any  one's  failing  to  see  that  vice  is  a  certain  inconsist- 
ency and  incongruity  of  Iiabit,  after  such  an  example  of 
money  dishonorably  obtained  and  wastefuUy  lavished  away 
Let  so  much  be  said  of  their  estates  ;  as  for  their  man- 
agement of  public  affairs,  I  see  not  that  any  dishonesty,  in- 
justice, or  arbitrary  action  can  be  objected  to  Nicias,  who 
was  rather  the  victim  of  Alcibiades's  tricks,  and  was  al- 
ways careful  and  scrupulous  in  his  dealings  with  the  people. 
But  Crassus  is  very  generally  blamed  for  his  changeable- 
ness  in  his  friendships  and  enmities,  for  his  unfaithfulness, 
and  his  mean  and  underhand  proceedings  ;  since  he  himself 
could  not  deny  that  to  compass  the  consulship,  he  hirec 
men  to  lay  violent  hands  upon  Domitius  and  Cato.  Then 
at  the  assembly  held  for  assigning  the  provinces,  many 
were  wounded  arid  four  actually  killed,  and  he  himself, 
which  I  had  omitted  in  the  narrative  of  his  life,struck  with 
his  fist  one  Lucius  Analius,  a  senator,  for  contradicting 
him,  so  that  he  left  the  place  bleeding.    But  as  Crassus 
was  to  be  blamed  for  his  violent  and  arbitrary  courses, 
80  is  Kicias  no  less  to  be  blamed  for  his  timorousness  and 


246  PLUTARCn'S  LIVES. 

meanness  of  spirit,  which  nia(h',  him  submit  and  give  in  to 
the  basest  ])f(.plc,  wlicicas  in  tliis  iL'sjiect  Crassus  showed 
himself  lofty-siiirited  and  maniianiinons,  who  havint,^  to  do 
not  witli  such  as  Cleon  or  Ilyperbohis,  but  with  the  splen- 
did  acts  of  (';e.s;n-  and  the  three  triuniplis  of  Pompey, 
would  not  stooj),  but  l)ravely  bore  up  against  their  joint  in- 
terests, and  in  obtainini;-  the  office  of  censor,  surpassed  even 
Pomi^ey  himself.  For  a  statesman  ought  not  to  regard 
how  invidious  the  thing  is,  but  how  noble,  and  by  liis 
greatness  to  overpower  envy;  but  if  he  will  be  always 
aiming  at  security  and  (piiet,  and  dread  Alcibiades  upon 
the  hustings,  and  the  Lacedaemonians  at  Pylos,  and 
Perdiccas  in  Thrace,  there  is  room  and  opportunity  enough 
for  retirement,  and  he  may  sit  out  of  the  noise  of  business, 
and  weave  himself,  as  one  of  the  sophists  says,  his  tri- 
umphal garland  of  inactivity.  His  desire  of  peace,  indeed, 
and  of  finishing  the  war  was  a  divine  and  truly  Grecian 
ambition,  nor  in  this  respect  would  Crassus  deserve  to  be 
compared  to  him,  though  he  had  enlarged  the  Roman  em- 
pire to  the  Caspian  Sea  or  the  Indian  Ocean. 

In  a  State  where  there  is  a  sense  of  virtue,  a  powerful 
man  ought  not  to  give  way  to  the  ill-affected,  or  expose  the 
government  to  those  that  are  incapable  of  it,  nor  suffer 
high  trusts  to  be  committed  to  those  who  want  common 
honesty,  l^et  Nicias,  by  his  connivance,  raised  Cleon,  a 
fellow  remarkable  for  nothing  but  his  loud  voice  and 
brazen  face,  to  the  command  of  an  array.  Indeed,  I  do  not 
commend  Crassus,  Avho  in  the  war  with  Spartacus  wiis 
more  foi  ward  to  fight  than  became  a  discreet  gew.eial, 
though  he  was  urged  into  it  by  a  point  of  hono7,  lest 
Pompey  T)y  liis  eoming  should  rob  him  of  the  glory  of  Uie 
action,  as  Mummius  did  Metellus  at  the  taking  of  Corintii, 
but  Xicias's  proceedings  arc  inexcusable.  For  he  did  not 
yield  up  a  mere  opportunity  of  getting  honor  and  ad 
vantage  to  his  compel itor,  but  believing  that  the  expedi- 
tion  would  be  very  hazardous,  was  thankful  to  taJce  c^a 
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of  himself,  and  left  the  commonwealth  to  shift  for  itself. 
And  whereas  Themistocles,  lest  a  mean  and  incapable 
fellow  should  ruin  the  State  by  holding  command  in  the 
Persian  war,  bought  him  off,  and  Cato,  in  a  most  dangerous 
and  critical  conjuncture,  stood  for  the  tribuneship  for  the 
sake  of  his  country,  Kicias,  reserving  himself  for  trifling 
expeditions  against  :\Iinoa  and  Cythera,  and  the  miserable 
Melians,  if  there  be  occasion  to  come  to  blows  with  the 
Lacedaemonians,  slips  oft"  his  general's  cloak  and  haiids 
over  to  the  unskilfulness  and  rashness  of  Cleon,  fleet,  m«jn, 
and  arms,  and  the  whole  command,  where  the  utmost 
possible  skill  was  called  for.  Such  conduct,  I  say,  is  not 
to  be  thought  so  ii>uch  carelessness  of  his  own  fame,  as 
of  the  interest  and  preservation  of  his  country.  By  this 
means  it  came  to  pass  he  was  compelled  to  the  Sicilian 
war,  men  generally  believing  that  he  was  not  so  much 
honestly  convinced  of  the  difficulty  of  the  enterprise,  as 
ready  out  of  mere  h  >\e  of  ease  and  cowardice  to  lose  the 
city  the  conquest  of  Sicily.  But  yet  it  is  a  great  sign  of 
his  integrity,  that  though  he  w;is  always  averse  from  Avar, 
and  unwilling  to  command,  yet  they  always  continued  to 
appoint  him  as  the  best  experienced  and  ablest  general  they 
had.  On  the  other  hand  Crassus,  though  always  ambitious 
of  command,  never  attained  to  it,  except  by  mere  necessity 
in  the  servile  war,  Pompey  and  Metellus  and  the  two 
brothers  Lucullus  being  absent,  although  at  that  time  he 
was  at  his  highest  pitch  of  interest  and  reputation.  Even 
those  who  thought  most  of  him  seem  to  have  thought  him, 
as  the  comic  poet  says, 

A  brave  man  anywhere  but  In  the  field. 

There  was  no  help,  however,  for  the  Romans,  against  his 
passion  for  command  and  for  distinction.  The  Athenians 
sent  out  Xicias  against  his  will  to  the  war,  and  Crassus  led 
out  the  Romans  against  theirs ;  Crassus  brought  misfort- 
une on  Rome,  as  Athens  brought  it  on  Niciagt 
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Still  this  is  rather  ground  for  praising  Xicias,  than  for 
finding  fault  with  Crassus.  His  i  xperifiice  an<l  sound  judg. 
ment  as  a  general  saved  him  from  being  canied  away  by 
the  delusive  hopes  of  his  fellow-citizens,  and  made  hira 
refuse  to  eiiteitain  any  prospect  of  conquering  Sicily. 
Crassus,  on  the  other  hand,  mistook,  in  entering  on  a  Par- 
thiaa  war  as  an  easy  inatter.  He  was  eager,  while  Caesar 
»vas  subduing  the  west.  Caul,  Germany,  and  Britain,  to  ad- 
vance for  his  part  to  the  east  and  the  Indian  Sea,  by  the  con- 
quest  of  Asia,  to  complete  the  incursions  of  Ponipey  and  the 
attempts  of  LucuUus,  men  of  prudent  temper  and  of  unim- 
peachable worth,  who  nevertheless  entertained  the  same 
projects  as  Crassus,  and  acted  under  the  same  convictions. 
When  Pompey  was  appointed  to  the  like  command,  the 
senate  was  opposed  to  it ;  and  after  Ciesar  had  routed  three 
hundred  thousand  Germans,  Cato  recommended  that  he 
should  be  surrendered  to  the  defeated  enemy,  to  expiate  in 
his  own  person  the  guilt  of  breach  of  faith.  The  people, 
meantime  (their  service  to  Cato ! ),  kept  holiday  for  fifteen 
days,  and  were  overjoyed.  What  would  have  been  their 
feelings,  and  how  many  holidays  would  they  have  celebrated, 
if  Crassus  had  sent  news  from  Babylon  of  victory,  and 
thence  marching  onward  had  converted  Media  and  Persia, 
the  Hyrcanians,  Susa  and  Bactra,  into  Roman  provinces  ? 

If  wrong  we  must  do,  as  Euripides  says,  and  cannot  be 
content  with  peace  and  present  good  things,  let  it  not  be 
for  such  results  as  destroying  j\Iende  or  Scaiulea,  or  beat- 
hig  up  the  exiled  ^Eginetans  in  the  coverts  to  whicli  like 
hunted  birds  they  had  tied,  when  (■xi)ellcd  from  their  homes, 
but  let  it  be  for  some  reidly  great  remuneration  ;  nor  let  us 
part  with  justice,  like  a  cheai)  and  common  thing,  for  a 
small  and  trifling  price,  'rhusc  who  praise  Alexander's 
enterprise  and  blame  tliat  of  Crassus,  judge  (jf  tiie  begin- 
ning unfairly  by  the  results. 

In  actual  service,  Nieins  did  mucli  that  deserves  high 
praise.    He  frequently  defe;tted  the  enemy  in  battle,  and 
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ras  on  the  very  point  of  capturing  Syracuse  ;  nor  should 
le  bear  the  whole  blame  of  the  disaster,  which  may  fairly 
36  ascribed  in  part  to  his  want  of  health  and  to  the  jeal- 
osy entertained  of  him  at  home.  Crassus,  on  the  other 
band,  committed  so  many  errors  as  not  to  leave  fortune 
room  to  show  him  favor.  It  is  no  surprise  to  find  such 
imbecility  fall  a  victim  to  the  power  of  Parthia ;  the  only 
wonder  is  to  see  it  prevailing  over  the  wonted  good  fortune 
of  Rome.  One  scrupulously  observed,  the  other  entirely 
flighted  the  arts  of  divination  :  and  as  both  equally  per- 
shed,  it  is  difficult  to  ;  e  what  inference  we  should  draw, 
yet  the  fault  of  over-caution,  supported  by  old  and  general 
iopinion,  better  deserves  forgiveness  than  that  of  self-willed 
and  lawless  transgression. 

i  la  his  death,  however,  Crassus  had  the  advantage,  as  he 
did  not  surrender  himself,  nor  submit  to  bondage,  nor  let 
pimself  be  taken  in  by  trickei  \',  but  was  the  victim  only  of 
the  entreaties  of  his  friends  and  the  perfidy  of  his  enemies; 

fhereas  Nicias  enhanced  the  shame  of  his  death  by  yielding 
mself  up  in  the  hope  of  disgraceful  and  inglorious  escape. 
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Athenian  hospitality  and  good-nature.  For  though  it  is 
the  city's  just  boast  that  their  foi-efathers  taught  tlie  rest 
of  Greece  to  sow  corn,  and  how  to  use  springs  of  water, 
and  to  kindle  fire,  yet  Cinion,  hy  keeping  open  house  for 
his  fellow-citizens,  and  giving  travellers  liberty  to  eat  the 
fruits  which  the  several  seasons  produced  in  his  land, 
seemed  to  restore  to  the  world  that  community  of  goods, 
which  mythology  says  existed  in  the  reign  of  Saturn. 
Those  who  object  to  him,  that  he  did  this  to  be  popular 
and  gain  the  applause  of  the  vulgar,  are  confuted  by  the 
constant  tenor  of  the  rest  of  his  actions,  which  all  tended 
to  uphold  the  interests  of  the  nobility  and  the  Spartan 
policy,  of  which  he  gave  instances,  when  together  with 
Arisiides  he  opposed  Themistocles,  who  was  advancing 
the  authority  of  the  people  beyond  its  just  limits,  and 
resisted  Ephialtes,  who,  to  please  the  multitude,  was 
for  abolishing  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  of  Areopagus. 
And  when  all  of  his  time,  except  Aristides  and  Ephialtes, 
enriched  themselves  out  of  the  public  money,  he  still 
kept  his  hands  clean  and  untainted,  and  to  his  last 
day  never  acted  or  spoke  for  his  own  private  gain  or 
emolument.  They  tell  us  that  Rhoesaces,  a  Persian, 
who  had  traitorously  revolted  from  the  king  his  master, 
fled  to  Athens,  and  there,  being  harassed  by  sycophants, 
who  were  still  accusing  him  to  the  people,  he  applied 
himself  to  Cimon  for  redress,  and,  to  gain  his  favor,  laid 
down  in  his  doorway  two  cups,  the  one  full  of  gold,  and 
the  other  of  silver  Darics.  Cimon  smiled  and  asked  him 
whether  he  wished  to  have  Cimon's  hired  service  or  his 
friendship,  fie  replied,  his  friendship.  "  If  so,"  said  lie, 
"  take  away  these  pieces,  for,  being  your  friend,  when  I 
shall  have  occasion  for  them,  I  will  send  and  ask  for 
them." 

The  allies  of  the  Athenians  began  now  to  be  weary  of 
war  and  military  sei  vice,  willing  to  have  repose,  and  to 
look  after  their  husbandry  and  traffic    For  they  saw  thei? 
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enemies  driven  out  of  tlie  country,  and  did  not  fear  any 
new  vexations  from  them.  Tliey  still  paid  tlie  tax  tliey 
were  assessed  at,  but  did  not  send  men  and  galleys,  as  they 
had  done  before.  This  the  other  Athenian  generals  v/ished 
to  constrain  them  to,  and  by  judicial  proceedings  against 
defaulters,  and  penalties  which  they  inflicted  on  them, 
made  the  government  uneasy,  and  even  odious.  But  Cimon 
practised  a  contrary  method  ;  he  forced  Jio  man  to  go  that 
was  not  willing,  but  of  those  that  desired  to  be  excused 
from  service  he  took  money  and  vessels  unmanned,  and  let 
them  yield  to  the  temptation  of  staying  at  home,  to  attend 
to  their  private  business.  Thus  they  lost  their  military 
habits  and  luxury,  and  their  own  folly  quickly  changed 
them  into  unwarlike  husbandmen  and  traders ;  while 
Cimoo,  continually  embarking  large  numbers  of  Athenians 
on  board  his  galleys,  thoroughly  disciplined  them  in  his  ex- 
peditions, and  ere  long  made  them  tlic  lords  of  their  own 
paymasters.  The  allies,  whose  indolence  maintained  tliem, 
while  they  thus  went  sailing  about  everywhere,  and  inces- 
santly bearing  arms  and  acquiring  skill,  began  to  fear  and 
flatter  them,  and  found  themselves  after  a  while  allies  no 
longer,  but  unwittingly  become  ti'ibutai  ies  and  slaves. 

Nor  did  any  man  ever  do  more  than  Chuon  did  to  humble 
the  pride  of  the  Persian  king.  He  wiis  not  content  witli 
getting  rid  of  him  out  of  Greece;  but  following  close  at 
his  heels,  before  the  barbarians  could  take  breath  and  re- 
cover themselves,  he  was  already  at  work,  and  ^^ilat  with 
his  devastations,  and  his  forcible  rectuctiou  of  some  places, 
and  the  revolts  and  voluntary  accession  of  others  in  the 
end  from  Ionia  to  Pamphylia,  all  Asia  was  clear  of  Persian 
soldiers.  Word  being  brouglit  him  that  the  royal  com- 
nianders  were  lying  in  wait  upon  the  coast  of  Pamphylia 
with  a  numerous  land  army,  and  a  large  fleet,  he  deter- 
mined to  make  the  whole  sea  on  his  side  the  Chelidonian 
islands  so  formidable  to  them  that  they  should  never  dare 
to  show  themselves  in  it;  and  setting  off  from  Anidos  and 
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theTnopian  headland  with  t  wo  hundred  galleys,  which  had 
been  originally  built  with  particular  cai-e  by  Theniistoclis, 
for  speed  and  rapid  evolutions,  and  to  which  he  now  gave 
greater  width  and  roomier  decks  along  the  sides  to  move 
to  and  fro  upon,  so  as  to  allow  a  great  number  of  fuU-anned 
soldiers  to  take  part  in  the  engagements  and  fight  from 
them,  he  shaped  his  course  first  of  all  against  the  town  of 
Phaselis,  which  though  inhabited  by  Greeks,  yet  would 
not  quit  the  interests  of  Persia,  but  denied  his  galleys 
entrance  into  their  port.  Upon  this  he  wasted  the  coun- 
try, and  drew  up  his  army  to  their  very  walls ;  but  tlie 
soldiers  of  Chios,  who  were  then  serving  under  him, 
being  ancient  friends  to  the  Phaselites,  endeavoring  to 
propitiate  the  general  in  their  behalf,  at  the  same  time 
shot  arrows  into  the  town,  to  which  were  fastened  letters 
conveying  intelligence.  At  length  he  concluded  peace 
with  them,  upon  the  conditions  that  they  should  pay 
down  ten  talents,  and  follow  him  against  the  barbariiuis, 
Ephorus  says  the  admiral  of  the  Persian  fleet  was  Tith- 
raustes,  and  the  general  of  the  land  army  Pherendates ; 
but  Callisthenes  is  positive  that  Ariomandes,  the  son  of 
Gobryas,  had  the  supreme  command  of  all  the  forces. 
He  lay  waiting  with  the  whole  fleet  at  the  mouth  of  tlie 
river  Eurymedon,  with  no  design  to  fight,  but  expecting  a 
reinforcement  of  eighty  Phoenician  ships  on  their  way  from 
Cyprus.  Cimon,  aware  of  this,  put  out  to  sea,  resolved,  if 
they  would  not  fight  a  battle  willingly,  to  force  them  to  it. 
The  barbarians,  seeing  this,  retired  within  the  mouth  of 
the  river  to  avoid  being  attacked ;  but  when  they  saw  the 
Athenians  come  upon  them,  notwitstanding  their  retreat, 
they  met  them  with  six  hundred  ships,  as  Phanodemus 
relates,  but,  according  to  Ephorus,  only  with  three  hundred 
and  fifty.  However,  they  did  nothing  worthy  such  mighty 
forces,  but  immediately  turned  tlie  prows  of  their  galleys 
toward  the  shore,  where  those  that  came  first  threw 
themselves  upon  the  land,  and  fled  to  their  army  drawn 
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np  thereabout,  while  the  rest  perished  with  their  vessel,  or 
we  taken.  By  this,  one  may  guess  at  their  number,  for 
though  a  great  many  escaped  out  of  the  fight,  and  a  great 
many  others  were  sunk,  yet  two  hundred  galleys  were 
taken  by  the  Athenians. 

When  their  land  army  drew  toward  the  seaside,  Cimon 
was  in  suspense  whether  he  should  venture  to  try  and 
force  his  way  on  shore ;  as  he  should  thus  expose  his 
Greeks,  wearied  with  slaughter  in  the  first  engagement,  to 
the  swords  of  the  barbarians,  who  were  all  fresh  men,  and 
many  times  their  number.  But  seeing  his  men  resolute, 
and  flushed  with  victory,  he  bade  them  land,  though  they 
were  not  yet  cool  from  their  first  battle.  As  soon  as  they 
touched  ground,  they  set  up  a  shout  and 'ran  upon  the 
enemy,  who  stood  firm  and  sustained  the  first  shock  with 
great  courage,  so  that  the  fight  was  a  hard  one,  and  some 
principal  men  of  the  Athenians  in  rank  and  courage  were 
slain.  At  length,  though  with  much  ado,  they  routed  the 
barbarians,  and  killing  some,  took  others  prisoners,  and 
plundered  all  their  tents  and  pavilions,  which  were  full  of 
rich  spoil.  Cimon,  like  a  skilled  athlete  at  the  games,  hav- 
ing in  one  day  carried  off  two  victories  wherein  he  sur- 
passed that  of  Salamis  by  sea  and  that  of  Plataea  by  land) 
was  encouraged  to  try  for  yet  another  success.  News 
being  brought  that  the  Phcsnician  succors,  in  number  eighty 
sail,  had  come  in  sight  at  Hydrum,  he  set  off  with  all  speed 
to  find  them,  while  they  as  yet  had  not  received  any  certain 
account  of  the  larger  fleet,  and  were  in  doubt  what  to  think  ; 
so  that,  thus  surprised,  they  lost  all  their  vessels  and  most 
of  their  men  with  them.  This  success  of  Cimon  so  daunted 
the  king  of  Persia  that  he  presently  made  that  celebrated 
peace,  by  which  he  engaged  that  his  armies  should  come 
no  nearer  the  Grecian  sea  than  the  length  of  a  horse's 
course,  and  that  none  of  his  galleys  or  vessels  of  war 
should  appear  between  the  Cyanean  and  Chelidonian  isles. 
Callisthenes,  however,  says  that  he  did  not  agree  to  anj 
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sncli  Jivticles,  but  that,  upon  tlie  fear  this  victory  ga.vehin^ 
he  did  in  reality  thus  act,  and  kept  off  so  far  from  Greece^ 
tiiat  wlien  Pericles  with  fifty  and  Ephialtes  with  thirty 
galleys  cruised  beyond  the  Chelidonian  isles,  they  did  not 
discover  one  Persian  vessel.  But  in  the  collection  which 
Craterus  made  of  the  public  acts  of  tiie  people,  there  is  a 
draft  of  this  treaty  given.  And  it  is  told,  also,  that  at 
Athens  they  erected  the  altar  of  Peace  upon  this  Occasion, 
and  decreed  particular  honors  to  Callias,  who  was  employed 
as  ambassador  to  procure  the  treaty. 

The  people  of  Athens  raised  so  much  money  from  the 
spoils  of  this  war,  which  were  publicly  sold,  that  besides 
other  expenses,  and  raising  the  south  wall  of  the  citadel, 
they  laid  the  foundation  of  the  long  walls,  not,  indeed,  fin- 
ished till  at  a  later  time,  which  were  called  the  Legs.  And 
the  place  where  they  built  them  being  soft  and  marshy 
ground,  they  were  forced  to  sink  great  weights  of  stone  and 
rubble  to  secure  the  foundation,  and  did  all  this  out  of  the 
money  Cimon  supplied  them  with.  It  was  he,  likewise, 
who  first  embellished  the  upper  city  with  those  fine  and 
ornamental  places  of  exercise  and  resort,  which  they  after- 
wards so  much  frequented  and  delighted  in.  He  set  the 
market-place  with  plane-trees ;  and  the  Academy,  which 
was  before  a  bare,  dry,  and  dirty  spot,  he  converted  into  a 
well- watered  grove,  with  shady  alleys  to  walk  in,  and  open 
courses  for  races. 

When  the  Persians  who  had  made  themselves  masters  of 
the  Chersonese,  so  far  from  quitting  it,  called  in  the  people 
of  the  interior  of  Thrace  to  help  them  against  Cimon,  whom 
they  despised  for  the  smallness  of  his  forces,  he  set  upon 
them  with  only  four  galleys,  and  took  thirteen  of  theirs ; 
and  having  driven  out  the  Persians,  and  subdued  the  Thra- 
cians,  he  made  the  whole  Chersonese  the  property  of  Athens. 
N'ext  he  attacked  the  people  of  Thasos,  who  had  revolted 
from  the  Athenians  ;  and,  having  defeated  them  in  a  fight 
at  sea,  where  he  took  thirty-three  of  their  vessels,  he  to(* 
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their  town  by  siege,  and  acquired  for  the  Athenians  all  the 
mines  of  gold  on  the  opposite  coast,  and  the  territory 
dependent  on  Thasos.  This  opened  him  a  fair  passage  into 
Macedon,  so  that  he  might,  it  was  thought,  have  acquired 
a  good  portion  of  that  country ;  and  because  he  neglected 
the  opportunity,  he  was  suspected  of  corruption,  and  of  hav^ 
ing  been  bribed  off  by  king  Alexander.  So,  by  the  com- 
bination of  his  adversaries,  he  was  accused  of  being  false  to 
his  country.  In  his  defence  he  told  the  judges,  that  he  had 
always  shown  himself  in  his  public  life  tlie  friend,  not,  like 
other  men,  of  rich  lonians  and  Thessalians,  to  be  courted, 
and  to  receive  presents,  but  of  tlie  Laceda'inoiiians ;  for  as 
he  admired,  so  he  wished  to  imitate  tlie  plainness  of  their 
habits,  their  temperance,  and  simiiliL'ity  of  living,  which  he 
preferred  to  any  sort  of  riclies  :  but  that  he  always  had 
been,  and  still  was,  proud  to  enrich  his  country  with  the 
spoils  of  her  enemies.  Stesimbrotus,  nialving  mention  of 
this  trial,  states  that  Elpinico,  in  behalf  (if  her  brother, 
addressed  herself  to  Pericles,  tlie  most  vehement  of  his  ac- 
cusers, to  whom  Pericles  answen'd,  with  a  smile,  "You  are 
old,  Elpinice,  to  meddle  with  affairs  of  this  nature."  How- 
ever, he  proved  the  mildest  of  his  prosecutors,  and  rose  up 
but  once  all  the  while,  almost  as  a  matter  of  form,  to  plead 
against  him.    Cimon  was  acquitted. 

In  his  public  life  after  this  he  continued,  whilst  at  home, 
to  control  and  restrain  the  common  people,  who  would  have 
trampled  upon  the  nobility,  and  drawn  all  tlie  power  and 
sovereignty  to  themselves.  But  when  he  afterwards  was  sent 
out  to  war,  the  multitude  broke  loose,  as  it  were,  and  over- 
threw all  the  ancient  laws  and  customs  they  had  hitherto 
obseiTed,  an"d,  chiefly  at  the  instigation  of  Ephialtes,  with- 
drew  the  cognizance  of  almost  all  causes  from  the  Areopagus ; 
so  that  all  jurisdiction  now  being  transferred  to  them,  the 
government  was  reduced  to  a  perfect  democracy,  and  thia 
by  the  help  of  Pericles,  who  was  already  powerful,  and  had 
pronounced  in  favor  of  the  common  people.   Cimon,  whe& 


